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Raven’s final
countdown
Caley Thistle defender David Raven
is hoping his dramatic semi-final
winning goal against Celtic will
help inspire Inverness to Scottish
Cup glory in tomorrow’s final
against Falkirk at Hampden Park.
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Ambition to
makemore
of historic
waterway
The historic Caledonian Canal could
be developed to lure more visitors.
Scottish Canals’ Steve Dunlop out-

lined a vision to transform the Inver-
ness end of the Caledonian Canal
into a national gateway for Scandi-
navian tourists, facilities to encour-
age the 300,000 annual visitors to
FortAugustustostay longer,andnew
attractions at the Fort William end.

Full story, Page 2
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Punk drummer
shines light on
crumbling crofts

HUNDREDS of abandoned island
houses are on course to be given a
new lease of life – thanks to the for-
mer drummer in a punk band.
John Maher’s haunting pho-

tographs of the deserted crofts have
become the catalyst for a project to
make them homes again and lure
people back to the Hebrides.
The former Buzzcocks musician’s

pictures inspired one of the world’s
biggest charitable trusts to start
drawing up plans to rescue the
derelict properties and return them
to use.

There are about 1,000 empty prop-
erties “frozen in time” in theWestern
Isles,manyofwhichhavebeenempty
since their owners died or moved to
Continued on Page 3

HAUNTING: JohnMaher’s
photographs have inspired
the Carnegie Trust to return
the buildings to use
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Tour couple
towedback
to safety
Two tourists visiting
Shetland had an un-
expected end to a
three-hour boat trip
when they broke
down in deep water
and had to be towed
five miles back to
safety.
Tour operator Jim
Dickson, from Brae,
had taken the pair on
a jaunt around
Muckle Roe in his
motor launch Tak
Hunter when they
came to a sudden
stop just south of the
isle of Linga in Swar-
backs Minn.
He called the coast-
guard who sent the
Aith lifeboat to the
rescue around noon
and towed them back
to the Brae marina.

Illegal driver
punished
AWick motorist
caught driving with-
out a licence and in-
surance for the sec-
ond time was fined
and banned yester-
day.
Sheriff Andrew
Berry at Wick told
Donald Gunn that,
given his previous
convictions, he
should have known
better.
Gunn, 27, of 27
Loch Street, Wick,
was fined a total of
£540 and banned
from driving for 162
days.

Shop brawl
man fined
A man was fined
£500 yesterday for
brawling in the foyer
of a Lerwick shop.
Nathan Robertson,
18, from Da Gaets,
Culswick, Wester
Skeld, set upon an-
other man in the Co-
op in Holmsgarth
Road on 30 Decem-
ber last year.
Lerwick Sheriff
Court heard he re-
peatedly punched his
victim and kicked
him on the head to
his injury.

Teen grew
cannabis
A Shetland teenager
yesterday admitted
cultivating cannabis
in his Lerwick home.
Police found seeds,
plants and equip-
ment at 17-year-old
Larri Goodlad’s house
at 1 Hillgrind.
Goodlad told Ler-
wick Sheriff Court
that he was growing
marijuana for himself
and his friends. Sen-
tence was deferred.

Photos spark crofts revival
Community: Crumbling buildings could helpHebrides housing problem
the mainland. Meanwhile,
there is a big housing prob-
lem in the islands, with
about 1,000 people waiting
for a home.
Pictures takenbyMrMa-
her and Fife vet Ian Pater-
son, showing the crofts
slowly rotting away, per-
suaded members of the
Carnegie Trust to act after
they were exhibited at
Stornoway.
A housing agency now
plans to renovate the first
properties this autumn ina
scheme which could save
the islands’dwindlingrural
communities.
Brian Whitington, pro-
ject manager at the agency
Tighean Innse Gall, said
the photographs were “the
catalyst” for the ground-
breaking idea. He said the

ment committee, said: “I
would welcome any initia-
tive that will increase the
housing stock.”
He added that the rea-
sons for the houses being
left vacant were complex
and that each croft had “a
different story” behind it.
CrofterMurrayMacLeod
a l s o w e l c om e d t h e
scheme.
He said that economic
decline had led many peo-
ple to abandon crofting
over the years.
He added: “Any new
source of funding that will
help either the crofting tra-
dition or crofters them-
selves is very welcome.
“Certainly there is a big
issue at the moment with
sources of assistance
through the government
and Common Agricultural
Policy.”

Mr Maher, who is now
based in Harris, said: “The
pictures had quite an im-
pact with the people in the
Carnegie Trust.
“If it results in some peo-
ple moving into a reno-
vated home it can’t be
looked at in any other way
than positive.”
Jim Metcalfe, head of
practice and development
at Carnegie UK, said the
trust has been involved in
the project for about six
months and was now on
the steering group.
“It could be a very pro-
found contribution to the
sustainability of the is-
lands,” he said.
“It’s a really intriguing
and very unusual project.”
The Carnegie Trust is a
charitable foundation
founded by Scots industri-
alist Andrew Carnegie in
1913.
He was born at Dun-
fermline inFife in 1835 and
emigrated with his family
to America when he was
aged just 13.
He went on to lead the
enormous expansion of the
American steel industry
and gave away the equiva-
lent of £3billion to charity.
His lifehasoftenbeenre-
ferred to as the original
“rags to riches” story.

Comment, Page 27

exhibition of photographs
– first shown in 2013 – had
a “profound effect”.
He added: “Peop le
thought, ‘how can we not
do something with these?’.
“There are 1,000 of these
empty properties in the
Western Isles and there
around 1,000 people wait-
ing forhousing in theWest-
ern Isles.”
So far the agency has
been given £50,000 to get
the project started, and
hopes to raise hundreds of
thousands.
Last night, the scheme
was welcomed by commu-
nity leaders in the Western
Isles.
The local authority no
longer has any housing
stock after its council
houses were transferred to
the Hebridean Housing
Partnership in 2006.
Councillor Alasdair
Macleod, the chairman of
the sustainable develop-

ROTTINGAWAY: JohnMaher’s photographs show the empty properties ‘frozen in time’

The crofts could solve the housing problem

Continued from Page 1

“A housing
agency plans to
renovate the
first properties
this autumn”
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