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Chilton raced for Marussia

Chilton will join reigning
champ Scott Dixon at team [

By Rob Ladbrook

Max Chilton will become the
first British Formula 1 driver
to switch to the American
IndyCar Seriesfor 12 years
after signing fortop squad
Chip Ganassi Racing this year.

Former Marussiaracer
Chilton has inked adeal tojoin
themultipletitle-winningsquad
tohandle a Chevrolet-powered
car alongside team-mates Tony
Kanaan, Charlie Kimballand
reigning champion Scott Dixon.
Ganassihas won six titlessince
IndyCarand Champ Car
merged in2008.

Chilton, 24, contested a part
season in the Indy Lights category
last year alongsidedrivingfor
Nissan with itstroubled GT-RLM
NISMO LMP1 Le Mans project.
Hefinishedfifth in the Indy Lights
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Ex-F1 man will hecome a rare grand prix
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points despite missingthreeraces.

Thelast British F1driverto
tackle IndyCar was thelate
Justin Wilson, who waskilled
inanaccidentat the Pocono
Raceway round last year.

“I'mthefirst British F1driver
since 2004 to goacross toIndyCar,
Justin wasthelast,” said Chilton.
“Therehave not been toomany in
thelast 25 years and Nigel Mansell
was thefirstinthat period.Idon’t
know if Iwill startanew wave
goingacross, but people will start
lookingatIndyCar inanewlight.

“Iremember sayingI’d never
doIndyCarbutthenIgave Indy
Lightsagoand it wenton from
there. SoI’'mreally excited.

“I’'ve got the best opportunity
todowell with Ganassi. Dario
Franchittihasbeenabiginfluence
and as hestill works for Chip, he
willbeatalotof raceshelpingme.

“I'mfully aware that people will
expectmetobeatthefrontand
I'mreallylookingforwardtoit
becauseI've had several years of
nothavingacarIcould winin. The
lasttime was GP2in 2012,and I
won then and I have no problem
believingIcan winraces.
“There’sadded pressure

_./

[because I have switched from F1],
butThaven’thad that pressure for
afew yearsbecause expectations
inthe car werelow [at Marussia].
Some tracks will be very hard,
especially the ovals, but the tracks
Idoknow giveme afewracesand
I'mquite confidentIcan gofor
some victories and some podiums
thisyear.”

Testing deal

Chilton readily admits that his
dealtojoin Ganassiisalateone,
which willleave minimal time
for pre-season testing.

Hewill have justfive days to
acclimatise tothe Chevrolet-
powered Dallara DW12. Chilton
said: “[Thelack of] testing is the
onehindrancelhave.Thadthe
optiontotestattheend of last
year with oneteam, whichI
didn’t take. ButIprobably should
haveasitended up takingsolong
to get the contracts done [for the
Ganassimove].

“Iwon’ttestuntil February 10,
andthefirstraceisin Marchsol
haveafew daysinacarI'venever
driven before, three of which will
beonanoval. It will be tough but
I'm pretty sureI've gotenough
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Briton on the IndyCar grid
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experiencetolearnthecar’s cues
and beready for [thefirstrace
in] St Petersburg[on March 13].”

A season in IndyCar will offer
Chilton amixture of street,
permanentand oval circuitraces.
Headds that the challenge of
handling somethingnew on
unfamiliar territory is exciting.

“Ilovestreettracks—thereare
five on the calendar —five streets,
five ovals and five road courses so
it’sagood split. ’d rather more
raceson [road and street] tracks
because that’sthe way I’'ve been
educated inracingbutit’sniceto
try somethingnew.

“I'mavery accurate driver, so
street circuits suitme.I've always
saidonstreetcircuitstreatthe
wallsas yourfriendsand getas
closeasyoucan.”

Preparation can pay
Chilton says his part-season
inIndy Lights with the British
Carlin team can pay off thisyear
whenhe moves into the topflight
of Americansingle-seaterracing.
“Lots of people gave merespect
last year for stepping down from
F1toIndyLightsasit’sabigdrop,”
headded. “People thought ‘fair
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enough, he’s willingtodrop down
andhaveago’. Alotof people
aren’t willingto dothat. People
like Stefano Coletti [multiple GP2
Seriesrace-winner] went into
IndyCar [last year]anddidn’tdoa
greatdeal [hefinished 19thin the
points]andIthink attimes he will
have thought ‘TwishI’dlearnedin
Lightscarsfirst’.

“Lastyear wasn’tbrilliant in
Lights, mainly because it wasn’t
my full focus. WhenI was working
with NissanThadthatto
concentrateonandIdid 28trips
acrossthe Atlanticlast year.

“IThad my first win [at Iowal],
and Nissan was over by then and
IknewIwas pretty strong. I could
have won [the season finale at]
Laguna Secatoo,butImadea
mistake and turned in too early
forthe Corkscrew and took avalve
outof my tyre.Iwasalotstronger
duringthe second half of the year
whenThadnothingelse to worry
aboutandIcouldfocus.”

F1 door still open
Chilton has alsoreiterated
that he hasn’tturned his back
on Formula 1 completely.

The Briton contested 35 races

EXTREME SPEED WINS DAYTONA 24H > 9 O PAGES)

with the Marussia team between
2012-2014, but failed to score
apointasthe team struggled
financially as one of the newer
outfits on the grid.

Chilton had options to continue
in F'1 after 2014, but opted tolook
elsewhere due to the financial
strain of the sport.

“Whatever people say, anyone
intheback 10-12 cars on the grid
isexpected to bring vastamounts
of money. AndIcouldn’t,” he
says. “My backers had done
F1 for two years. I would have
feltbad for them doingitagain
because it was at the back.

“InsteadIcan go off and do
thingslike this where teams
are willing to bringa sponsor
toyou. You go toatopsquadlike
Ganassiand they bring sponsors.
They are more welcoming.

“Iwon’tever say F1is off the
cards. Say Iwin the IndyCar
Championshipandatopor
midfield F1team contacts
methenI’dlovetodoit. It
wasmy goal sincel wasakid.
But you have to be realistic
sometimes and just moveon.”

Additional reporting by
Edd Straw
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Chilton: ready for new challenge:

Photos: LAT

Max Chilton is the latest British driver to turn his hand
to open-wheel racing in North America. If he can be
half as successful as the drivers in this list, it will have
been a great career move. Edd Straw picks out
the top five British drivers in over a century of this
style of racing in the USA, encompassing a variety
of sanctioning bodies stretching from the AAA
through to today’s IndyCar Series.

Dario Franchitti
When the Scot embarked

on his maiden Champ Car
campaign with Hogan Racing
in 1997, he can't have dared
hope how much success he
would have over the following >~
18years —ignoring hisill-fated
flirtation with NASCAR in

2008. After a title near-missin '99, itwas in
IndyCar that he thrived. Four championships, three
Indianapolis 500 triumphs and a total of 31 wins
make him not only the most successful Briton,
but one of the most successful of any nationality.

DanWheldon
Who knows how much more
success Wheldon would have
had if he had not lost his life

in 2011 when his career was
back on the up following an
unlikely second Indy 500
triumph? His first came during
astunning 2005 campaign for
Andretti Green Racing that also yielded the title
during a successful career in which he particularly
thrived on the ovals, despite his road-racing
background.

Dario Resta

The Italian-born, British-raised,
American-domiciled racer T B .
enjoyed a stunning 1916, = o
winning the Indy 500 (held : -
over 300 miles that yearl), the ; i
AAA National Championship ‘.___ ; |
and prestigious Vanderbilt EDTN |
Cup. His tally of five

championship race wins would surely have been
greater but for the interruption of racing by World
War . Resta died in a speed record attempt at
Brooklands in 1924, aged 42.

Nigel Mansell
The reigning Formula 1
champion came, saw and
conquered on his switch to
America with Newman/Haas
Racingin 1993. Surprisingly,
he excelled on the ovals,
taking four of his five victories
on them afteradebut win at

Surfers Paradise. A poor restart cost him victory in
the Indy 500, and his American adventure came to
an end aftera winless '94 season amid dominance
by the rival Penske team.

Justin Wilson
There were several contenders
with Indy 500 wins to their
names for the final slot in this
list, but none of them achieved
what Wilson did when he took
the first win for perennial
struggler Dale Coyne Racing.
Wilson didn't achieve the success

his talent and professionalism deserved before his
career was brutally cut short, but his seven wins
proved his tenacity and earned him universal respect.
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Capito free

New McLaren CEO Jost Capito
expects to have freedomto
change aspects of how the
teamworks when he joins
later this year. Capito will leave
Volkswagen’s World Rally
Championship juggernautto
jointhe struggling F1 team.
McLaren currently runs a matrix
managementsystem where
staff have more than one
manager. Capito said: “l have
freedom todowhatneeds to
be done. Atthe momentthe
systemthereis quitea

matrix. You have to make the
relationships work, ithas to be
one team, no matter where the
people work. Butl have worked
with the Japanese [Hondal]
before sol have good
experience with that”

Holding back Bulls
Williams chief Claire Williams
reckons that holding off Red

Bull Racing in the Constructors’
Championship and cutting the
deficit to Mercedes would be a

big achievement for the squad.
Williams was third in last year's
teams’ chase. “We needto cutthe
gap to Mercedes and Ferrari this
year, said Williams. “That would

be areal achievement when our
resources aren’tas strong as some
otherteams. If we can keep the
Red Bullsbehind it'llbe aneven
greaterachievement”

Scandinavian race
Sauber’s Marcus Ericsson
believes a Scandinavian grand
prixwould be a huge success
should one ever rejoin the F1
calendar. The lastracein
Scandinavia was the 1978
Swedish Grand Prix, but with
three Scandinavian drivers

on the gird this year - Kimi
Raikkonen, Valtteri Bottas and
Ericsson - fan interest could
be high. “l don’tsee it
happening foralong time
butitwould be great to have
aracein northern Europe;’
said Ericsson. “There’s a lot

of motorsport tradition in
Scandinavia so torace there
would be very, very good.”

Esteban’s risk

New Haas F1 Team driver Esteban
Gutierrez reckons that joining
Ferrari as its reserve driver was the
biggest risk of his career. Having
made his grand prix debut with
Sauberin 2013, Gutierrez lost his
seat atthe end of 2014 and spent
2015 on the sidelines working as
Ferrari's test and reserve. That

role has led to his return to arace
seat with Haas, which has a
Ferraritechnical partnership.

“It was the biggest risk of my life
probably, but in life you have to
take risks," he said.
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Maldonado has
lost PDVSA cash

MAGNUSSEN SET
TOJOIN REN

rehnrn works team after -sponsorshlp |

OSS
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By Rob Ladbrook

Danish ace Kevin Magnussen
will be revealed as a RenaultF1
Teamdriverinalaunch eventin
Paris today, after the team’s
contract with Pastor
Maldonado was terminated.

Venezuelanracer Maldonado
wasoriginally set to stay with
theteam, havingsigned anew
contract with theteam when it
was still Lotus back at September’s
Singapore Grand Prix.

However, sources suggest that
since Renault bought out the team
therehasbeenadisagreement
over funding between the French
firm and Maldonado’slong-term
backer, Venezuelan oil and gas
firm PDVSA. Thisdispute hasled
tothe contractbeingdissolved.

Renault hasalready held
talks with Magnussen, with the
23-year-old visitingthe Enstone
factory for two days earlier this
year. Magnussen parted ways with
McLaren last year, havingbeen
toldjustfour monthsagothathe
was surplus torequirements at
the Woking team with both
Jenson Button and Fernando
Alonsostayingon.

Magnussen will be unveiled
alongside Briton Jolyon Palmer
when Renaultlaunches its 2016
outfitatan event in Paristoday
(Wednesday).

Theloss of his Renault seat
leaves Maldonado withoutaspot [
onthegridthisyear. Hedid have B
optionsat Manor, but with adeal "‘i
requiring swift negotiations with
pre-season testingduetobegin in
Barcelonaon February 22,

Maldonado has confirmed he
won’tstart the season.

Hesaidinastatement: “Inrecent
days, therehavebeenanumberof |
rumours aboutmy immediate y i
future in Formula 1.Imost humbly ',,
inform youIwill not be presenton
thestartinggrid for2016.”

ULT

Bentley plays down speculation over LMP2 programme

Bentley Motorsport manager Brian Gush
haspoured cold water on speculation that
theBritishfirmis close tosigning off onan
LMP2 programme with which it would make
itssportscarreturn.

The Crewe marque was linked this week
with areturntosportscar competition inthe
LMP2division. Comments made by Bentley
head Wolfgang Durheimerled toreports that
theteam had begun research and was close to
testingamodified version of thefour-litre
twin-turbo V8itruns within the Continental
GT3racecars, with a view to powering one of
the spec chassis thatare being brought in for
LMP2from 2017 onwards.

Bentley’sfocus was primarily said to be on
theIMSA United Sportscar Championship
in Americaalong with outings inthe
European Le Mans Series. Both series would
have allowed Bentley torun its own engine

along with customised bodywork to brand
thecar.

It would have marked Bentley’s first foray
into sportscar competition since it last won
LeMans in 2003 with the Speed s LMGTP
machine. However, Gush told MN’s sister
publication Autosport. “Yes we would like to
doitand, yes, it would make alot of sense
becauseitisagoodfit, butitremainsonthe
backburner. We don’t have the planets
alignedjustyet.”

Gush cited the current financial
difficulties with Bentley’s parent company,
the Volkswagen Group, amid its emissions
scandal asaprimereason any planshad
stalled atthis currenttime.

“Therearealotof things we can’tdiscuss,
buteveryoneislookingat whatisgoingon
withthe group,” added Gush. ‘Atthemoment
we are happy to concentrateon GT3.”

Bentley currently runs Continental GT3s in American and Europeanraces
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AnLMP2 car won the Daytona 24
Hoursracefor thefirsttimelast
weekend thanks to the Extreme
Speed Motorsports team.
PipoDerani, Johannesvan
Overbeek, Scott Sharpand Ed
Brown took the overall win by 26
seconds inaLigier-Honda JSP2.
The ESM squad enjoyed a pace

Dallara-Chevrolet Corvette of
Jordan and Ricky Taylor, Rubens
Barrichelloand Max Angelelli
finished second despite suffering
from aproblem that caused
exhaustfumestoenterthe
cockpit. Angelellihad tobe taken
tohospital post-racefortests.

Meanwhile, Alex Wurz managed

fifth in hisfinalrace before his

BRO1 enduredabrake issue.

Theracefeatured a thrilling
battle between Chevrolet
Corvettesinthe GT Le Mans
class. Intheend they finished
just0.034s apartattheflag,
Oliver Gavin, Tommy Milner
and Marcel Fassler beating
Antonio Garcia, Jan Magnussen
and Mike Rockenfeller.

advantage over the Daytona

Prototypesthatenabled Deranito

build an advantage by theflag.
“Thavenowords,” said the

Brazilian, whohasraced in

British Formula3. “Itisamazing

towinmy firstracein America.”
The Wayne Taylor Racing

Itwasalsocloseinthe GT
Daytonadivision as Rene Rast
wasabletoclingontowinas
the Magnus Racing AudiR8
LMSheshared with Andy Lally,
Marco Seefried and John Potter
ranlow onfuel.

delayed retirement, drivinga
Chip GanassiRiley-Ford.

Other frontrunnersfailed to
finish, including the Delta
Wing-Elan which crashed with
aPrototype Challenge car while
thepole-winning BREngineering
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‘GP3 was the best
choice for me’
£ Hughes steps up, p23

4 LMP2 Ligier topped
tight 24 hour race

Corvette finish was one of the closest in history

McLaren Autosport BRDC
Award nominee Jake Hughes
willmove into GP3this year
withthe DAMS team.
The21-year-old Briton
narrowly missed out on both the
FormulaRenault2.0 Eurocup
and ALPS crowns last season.
The 2013 BRDC F4 champion
willnow graduate to GP3 after
alsotesting FV83.5and F3
machinery during the winter.
“I'mtremendously excited for
thisyear,” said Hughes. “DAMS’
record speaks for itself. They
haveatrackrecord of goinginto
new championshipsand being
onthepacerightaway. Thenew

)

Hughes ties up GP3 Series move with DAMS

generation of carshould even
itout with the other teams.
Some can carry stuff over from
lastyear but DAMS knows the
characteristics of the Pirelli
tyre construction from GP2.

“It’sgoingtobedifficultas
it’s goingtobe the strongest
grid GP3hasever been.Ilike
achallenge soit would be great
tocomeoutontop.”

Hughes willjoin DAMS for its
maiden season in the category,
buthealso tested for Arden
and Koiranen GP attheend of
last year. He will be joined by
FormulaRenaultrival Kevin
Jorgand European F3driver

Jake Hughes

Age:21 From: Birmingham
2016 GP3 Series with DAMS
2015 Formula Renault 2.0
Eurocup, sixth

Formula Renault ALPS, second
2014 Formula Renault NEC,
eighth

2013 BRDC Formula 4, champion
2010-2012Karting

Kristensen:‘retired’racer

Kristensen wants
Daytona outing

Sportscarlegend Tom
Kristensen could be tempted
outof retirementshoulda
chancearisefor himto
contestthe Daytona 24
Hours inthefuture.

Thenine-time Le Mans 24
Hours winner was the grand
marshal atlast weekend’s
Americanendurance
showpiece, and said during
theeventthathe’dloveto
makeareturntothedriving
seat forthe event, which he
hasnever contested.

“My dad alwayssaid
‘never say never’ and if I
was tempted back, Daytona
would be the venue,”
said Kristensen. “Iam
determined aboutthe
decisionImadetoretire
andIamfirmaboutthat. It
would just befor fun.”

Kristensen’scomments
followed a pledge from team
boss Chip Ganassiduring
an official sponsor event,
duringwhich hesigneda
piece of paperreading: “I
Chip Ganassiwillrunacar
for Tom and Allan [McNish]
atthe Daytona 24 Hours
when they are55.”

Santino Ferrucciatthe team.
Team boss Jean-Paul Driot

said. “It’s extremely competitive

and full of fantasticdrivers, but

Jake, Santino and Kevin have

lotsof potential.”

@ Hughes stepsup, page23

i the category. The Frenchman

: previously drove for Campos and

: despite winning at the Hungaroring
¢ lastyear he could only manage 11th
¢ inthe standings. “lwanted to be

¢ partofafrontrunning teamthat can

¢ challenge for the title, and Rapax has
: shownovertheyearsthey havethe
: pedigree to deliver very strong

. results)' said Pic... Around of the
. Intercontinental GT Challenge
. series atAustinin March has

: Salvador Duran will race for

: Team Aguriin Formula E forthe
: restofthis season. The Mexican
: willreplace Nathanael Berthon
: who has splitfrom the team.

: Duranwasdue torace for Trulli

: butdid nottestand lost his drive
: dueto a“breach of contract”

. before the team’s withdrawal

. fromtheseries... GP2race-

+ winner Arthur Pic has switched to

. the Rapaxteamforhis third yearin

: been cancelled after alack of

: interestfrom European teams.
: The new-for-2016 category,

: organised by SRO, was due to

. have a1000km raceinthe US

: thisyearbutitsintroduction

: will now be postponed to 2017.
: Thisleavesthree events - at

: Bathurst,Spa and Sepang - for

: theinaugural season... Privateer
: LMP1 team Rebellion will field an

: unchanged two-carline-upinthe

: World Endurance Championship

: thisyear. The lead car will be driven

: by Nicolas Prost, Nick Heidfeld

: and Mathias Beche, while the

: second entry will again be piloted

: by Alexandre Imperatori, Dominik

: Kraihamerand Matheo Tuscher —

who replaced Daniel Abt for the final
tworacesof2015...

Fittipaldi takes MRF
title and moves up

Pietro Fittipaldi, the grandson
of double Formula 1 world
champion Emerson, secured
theIndian MRF Challenge title
last weekend.

The 19-year-old took tworace
wins in the season finale on the
Irungattukottaicircuit near
Chennai. Fittipaldiled BRDC
Formula4graduate Harrison
Newey home in both racesto
tie up the championship title.

Fittipaldicontested the
Indian seriesaspartof his
preparations to move up from
Formula3toFormulaV83.5
this year with Fortec. It was
Fittipaldi’s third carracing
success, following titles in
Junior NASCAR and Formula
Renault BARC in the UK.

“Itmeansalotandis
somethingelse to put on my
CV,” hesaid. “Istart 2016 with
one foot forward. Fortec were
championsin3.5last year so
they’ll give me everything Ineed
tosucceed.”

Mick Schumacher, son of F1
legend Michael, took a podium
finish on his MRF racing debut.
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Pattison uncertain
Having contested last season’s
Knockhill round of the Renault
UK Clio Cup with Cooksport, Lee
Pattison was back with the team
for the first general test of the
year at Donington Park. He
finished runner-upinCliosin
2010 and was a frontrunner in the
Mini Challenge last season, with
fourwins and four other podium
finishes. “l am not sure whatlam
doing thisyearaslam havinga
wrist operation after my accident
atBrands last season,” he said.
“If I miss the opening rounds of
any championship it’s too much
to catch up. So I might sit this
year out and save up for2017”

Nicosia to JHR
GinettaJunior driver Geri Nicosia
will switch to JHR Developments

for this season. The 2014 Fiesta
Junior champion finished 15th in the
points last year with Elite Motorsport,
having been top rookie in the previous
year's Winter Series. JHR were a
force in 2015, so lam hopeful we

can see some of that pace continuing
into this year,” he said.

Belcher steps down
from BTCC race seat

British Touring Car
Championship team owner
Simon Belcher will step down
fromdrivingthisseasonto
concentrate onrunninghis
Handy Motorsport team.

Handy isaimingtoruntwo
carsinthe championshipthis
year with Rob Austin signed up
todrive thefirst of the operation’s
Toyota Avensis.

“Ourlongertermplanisto
becomeafrontrunningteamand,
assuch, 2016 willbea crucial year
for Handy,” said Belcher. “The
plansmean thatThave had to
makea personal sacrifice in terms
of myownracinginordertohead
up the team ina managementrole.
Now we have the deal in place with
Rob Austin, we can push forward
with the plans for asecond car.

“Wethink atwo-carteamisa
reality thisseason and weare in
talks with several drivers tomake
thishappen.”
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GP3 MAN MORRIS GETS
BRITISH GT,BEN
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-
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Team Parker will field
two Continental GT3s

ByRob Ladbrook

GP3 Series racer Seb Morris
will switch to sportscarracing
this season after signing to lead
Team Parker Racing’s new Bentley
GT3 programme in British GT.
Welshman Morris, 20, will campaign
theteam’sfirstfactory supported
Continental GT3alongside former
GT4division champion Rick Parfitt Jr
this year. Driversfor Team Parker’s
second entry have yet to berevealed.

|

Morrisfinished a disappointing 18th
inthe GP3 pointslast year,running
with the Status Grand Prix team. He
previously finished third in the Formula
Renault NECpoints and claimed titles
inboth the Formula Renault BARC and
Ginetta Junior categories.

“Thismove has come about through
budgetand career prospects,” said
Morrisfrom Wrexham. “We didn’t have
the best budget in GP3 and we could wind
up spending millions in single-seatersto
only move to GTsdown theline anyway. I

have time on my side so switchingnow is
better.Thad the chancetogoanddo
Blancpain, butalearning year in Britain
seemed the better option.

“Thereare more chancestobecomea
paid driver in GTs and with Team Parker
Tknow I havea car capable of winning
straightaway. GTs do take some adapting
to, such as the extra weight and sittingon
onesideand havingaroof. Butmy
experience will serve me well. Iknow
Rick very well too-since Ginetta Juniors
—sowe’llmakea greatpairing.”

Team head Stuart Parker said: “If you
look atany of the top GT driversthey have
allhad single-seater experience at some
pointintheir careers,and Seb has served
histime in Formula Renaultand GP3.

“I'veknown Seb since his Ginetta Jr
daysand watched himrace onthe TOCA
package and he hasall of the qualitiesto
makeitasatop GTdriver. Rick toohas
come onsomuch inrecent years.

“Asapairingthey will be great for the
championship asthey’re young, fastand
full of potential.”

Gallagher will
race VW CC

Gallagher becomes first driver signed to B-TEC Development Series

Kieran Gallagher has become
thefirstdriver to sign up for the
B-TEC Development Series by
inkinga deal tojoin Team BKR.
The Glasgow driver, who took
partinthe British Touring Car
Championship last season
with Team Hard in a Toyota

Avensis, has signed a one-year
deal with the outfit.

He will drive one of the team’s
Volkswagen CCs.

The series will operate for
older-spec BTCC machines fitted
with the GPRM-derived parts.

Gallagher said: “Tknew as soon

asIreadabout this seriesthat
it would be a wise move for me.
Tam keen to progressin NGTC
machinery and what better way
todoitthan to move forward
with Team BKR.”

The series kicks off at Brands
Hatch on March 27.

Formula Renault NEC will continue despite ownership disagreement

Thefuture of the Formula
Renault Northern European
Cupisnotinjeopardy, despite
aconflictarisingoverthe
ownership of thechampionship.
The Formula Renault NEC has
been owned and organised by
Mick de Haas’s Mdh AG company
since it was formed in 2005 by a
merger of the German and Dutch
FormulaRenault championships.
However, it isunderstood that
Renault Sport Germany wants to
havea controllingrole in the way

the championship isrun. There
willbeameetingin Germany this
week tosortout the ownership
agreement, but both parties
insistthe championship will
goaheadthisyear.

Formula Renault NEC is
expected tohavea grid intothe
mid-20s and entry fees from
many top teams have already
beentaken.

DeHaassaid: “Thetimingof
thesetalksistotally wrong, asour
initial entry deadline was theend

of January and we now find
ourselves in thissituation. But
regardless of the outcomethe
championship will happen this
year and beyond -Iam 85 per cent
certainof that. Thecircuitsand
datesarebooked and the calendar
isinplacesowe willrace.”
Filippo Zanier, International
sporting coordinator at Renault
Sport Technologies said: “We
shareMick de Haas’s view that
the championship will go ahead.
Everythingisinplace.”

The grandson of double
Formula 1 champion Emerson
Fittipaldi will compete in
Ginetta Juniors this year.
Enzo Fittipaldi, 14, was
afinalistin the Ginetta Junior
Scholarship last year and
will now make the step up
from kartinginto cars. He has
won numerous karting races
inthe USA and was second in
the Rotax Grand National
Championshipin 2013.
Fittipaldi will partner

Ginetta Junior Winter Series
champion Stuart Middleton
at Douglas Motorsport.

Enzo Fittipaldi will race

Fittipaldi name returns to the UK as Enzo joins Ginetta Junior class

“Switching from karts
into cars will be a challenge,”
said Fittipaldi. “Ginetta Junior
allows young drivers like
myself tofamiliarise with all
of the UK’s tracks, while also
being a highly competitive
and well-televised series.”

Fittipaldi’s brother Pietro
hasalsoracedinthe UK,
securing the Formula Renault
BARCtitlein 2014. He also
won the MRF Challenge
last weekend.
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“I've not been this
excited for years”
Huffy gets a Honda, p20

Photos: Porsche AG, Jakob Ebrey and Telmo Gil Photograph:

Lanan has two
new Cayman GT4s

Formula Ford star Joey Foster
will switch to the British GT
Championship this yearto
share Lanan Racing’sfirst
Porsche Cayman Clubsport
GT4with youngace Alex Reed.
Lanan Racinghasbecomethe
firstteam toregister afull-
crewed Cayman Clubsport GT4
for the British championship,
with triple Walter Hayes
Trophy winner Foster, 33, and
Lotus Cup UK racer Reed, 17,
inthefirstof itstwocars.
Cornishman Foster, aformer
Australian F3 champion, has
worked as adriver coach for

Lanan’s BRDC Formula4
team inrecent years, which
hasledtothis opportunity.

Reed will become one of
British GT’s youngest-ever
drivers, having impressed by
takingtworace winsinhis
maiden season of sportscar
racingwith a Lotus Exige
last year. Heformerly raced
Renault Clios.

Fostersaid: “This chance has
beenalongtimecomingandI
stillcan’tquite believe it’s
actually here.I've wanted to do
GTsforawhile,and to get into
British GT with Lanan is

brilliant. The team feels like
family tome, soIalready
havetherelationshipsthere.
“I'venot worked with Alex
yet, but hisrecord last season
speaksforitself. He’s clearly a
younglad with alot of potential
and hopefully some of my
experience canrub off onhim
and perhapshe’llteachmea
fewthingstooas we’ll be
learningthe new car together.”
Reed said: “The Lotuslast
year was ideal preparation and
showed Icanbequick ateach of
the circuits on the calendar. I'm
confidentIcanbefighting for

....w-ith Alex Reed

wins with Lanan and Joey.”
Lanan will take delivery of its
two Cayman Clubsport GT4
chassisin March, leavinglittle
time for pre-season testing.
Fosteradded: “It will be tight
but Graham [Johnson, Lanan
team head] knows his stuff
when it comes to car set-up
and we’ll probably be able to
factor inatest day or two before
thefirstrace. GT4 willbe more
competitive than ever this
year sowe’re up against it, but
Ibelieve we’ve gotall of the
experience in place tomake
thiswork.”

Opti-mum’é
R8 is now full

Optimum signs Ratcliffe and Moore for GT3

Optimum Motorsport has signed
Ryan Ratcliffe and Will Moore to
crew itsnew Audi RELMS GT3in
theBritish GT Championship.
Welshman Ratcliffe, 22, rejoins
the championship for hisfirst full
campaign since 2013, buthas GT3
experiencefrom beingapartof
the Triple Eight Racing Driver
Development scheme. Moore, 26,
graduatesto GT3having
impressed inthe GT4 divisionlast
term with the Academy
Motorsport Aston Martin team.

Thepair willrun in the Silver
Cup category, sowill carry
additional weight, but will still
fightforthe outright title.

Optimum team boss Shaun Goff
said: “Ryan and Willarea very
promisingpairing. Ryan has been
in our GT3 plansforawhile now
and Will wanted to stepupsoit
cametogethernicely.

“Weran our Audi for thefirst
time inthe Dubai24 Hours. The
reliability and engineeringin it
makeitveryaccessible.”

750MC revives Hot Hatch class after hreak

The 750 Motor Clubisreviving its
Hot Hatch series.

Thecategory hashad a hiatus
from the club since 2009 but will
returnsharinggrids with the
Stock Hatch category.

It will have 14 rounds but willnot

runasachampionship. There will

bethreedivisionsbased onacar’s

power-to-weightratio.
“There’san opening for making

the most of modified hatchbacks,”

said the club’s James Winstanley.

“We’ve introduced classes based
on power-to-weightratiototry and
replicate the excitement of last
time a generation later.
“There’sbeen a great response
and we are expectinga good mix of
cars. We’vebeen able totrade on
the success of theseriesinitslast
incarnation andif it’saspopular
as we expect it will probably
becomeachampionshipagain.”
Likely entries include Minis,
ex-Clio Cup carsand Fiesta STs.

TF Sport adds a European GT3 programme

TF Sport will expand into
both the Michelin GT3 Le
Mans Cup and the
International GT Open this
year running a single Aston
Martin Vantage for Euan
Hankey and Salih Yoluc.

TF fielded the pairin GT
Open rounds toward the end
of last year, taking race wins
at both Spa-Francorchamps
and Monza. Hankey and
Yoluc will now contest both

championships, with the GT3

Le Mans Cup offeringaLe
Mans 24 Hours grid slot for
2017 asits prize. TF will also
run two cars in British GT.

»

Hankey/Yoluc are in Aston

TF boss Tom Ferrier added:
“It’s exciting to be running in
Europe again and the GT3 Le
Mans Cup is particularly
interesting. My ambition is
torunacar at Le Mans
eventually soit’s a top prize.”
TF Sport profile, page 22

Donington works to improve fan viewing

Donington Park has
undertaken more work inan
effortto open up additional
spectator viewing areas later
this season.

Track bosses have completed

the demolition of the old
hospitality suite block on the
inside of the Craner Curves.
That section of land has yet to
be fully repurposed, but is
expected to be turned intoa
new spectator viewing area.
In addition track operators
are workingto install anew,
banked area on the inside of
the Robert’s Chicane. The new
areas are not expected to be

open this year but the majority

of the infield section of the
track is due toreopen.

= e

New banking at Robert’s

Donington Park sporting
director Bob Adams said:
“We’re alwayslooking at ways
to improve the spectator
experience. The Craner Suites
have come down and we are
finalisingideas on whattodo
withthatarea, butit’s
expected that it will be made
into an improved viewing area
for the fans.”

IVIATT

JAIVL

“The MSA
has a great
academy”

G

[Er——

Team UK drivers ere pt through their paces

tis great that the sport’s
governing body in the United
Kingdom, the Motor Sports
Association, has thrown its
weight fully behind training and
developing the latest raft of racing
and rallying talentin this country through
its academy programmes, as you can read
in David Evans’s feature on page 24.

There is always a debate about how young talent
in this country should be backed and developed.
The easiest argument, and one which the top brass
atthe governing body find infuriating, is that it
should have a bottomless pit of cash to throw at
any driver who shows themselves to be halfway
capable of reaching the top of the sport.

This has been done by other countries with
varying degrees of success. Perhaps the most
successful examples of this come fromrrallying,
with both Sebastien Loeb and Sebastien
Ogier, who were both well backed by the
French motorsport federation, the FFSA, in
the earlier stages of their career.

Of course itisimportant fora country's
representatives to do well at the highest levels
ofthe sport. Inthe purest sense, a successful
British driver in racing means a successful British
Grand Prixand that, in turn, means a successful
UK motor racing industry and infrastructure.

But the desire to just give huge chunks of cash
to up-and-coming drivers and then crossing your
fingers and hoping that they make it to the top level
is highly risky. No driver is guaranteed to get the
right breaks, no matter how talented they are and
the funding required for just one driver to make it
tothe verytop levelis huge.

Thereis a clamour from people who are very
unrealistic about the finances of motor racing for
the MSA to give rising talents a blank chequebook.
Thatis a very short-sighted opinion.

Through its Team UK scheme, the Motor Sports
Association and its gurus have come up with
another way of helping the next raft of rallying and
racing hopefuls. It gives the best of the British
talents a chance to mature and to pick up new
skills and tips to enhance their career through
training and personal development.

This scheme has been adecade in the making
and it means that Britain can produce dozens of
highly qualified and race-ready talents, rather than
putting all of its weight behind just one or two and
then hoping that they turn out to be good enough.

We could well end up with ahuge swathe of top
flight drivers, which will only serve to protect the
future of motor racing in this country.

. > L .
mn.letters@haymarket.com
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====s| FILES TIES UP.DEAL.TO'RACE
IN GEHMANT )

BARC runs RoR

This year’s third annual Race
of Remembrance charity event
at Anglesey Circuit will be
organised by the British
Automobile Racing Club. The
event takes place at the Welsh
venue on November 11-13 and
will feature a 1000km race with
an interlude for Remembrance
Day at 1100hrs on the Sunday.
The BARC will assist with the
organisation of the meeting
alongside Mission Motorsport.
BARC’s chief operating officer,
Drew Furlong, said: “We’re
impressed with the work that
Mission Motorsportdo and are
happy to be a part of the race”

MSVR backin FE
MotorSport Vision Racing has been
re-appointed as the organising club
for this year's FIA Formula E race in
London. MSVR staged last year's
inaugural ePrix event in Battersea
Park and will again provide officials,
staff and support vehicles to this
year'sraces on July 2/3. MSVR’s
David Scott said: “We're looking
forward to building on last year's
experience to help make the
London ePrix bigger and better”

Files will handle an pel

By Rob Ladbrook tocarveoutacareer withabrand.”
Thenew ADAC Germany series is
expected toboasta 25-car grid this
year. Fileshasyettotestthenew
Astra,butsaid it wasa step forward
from the older Campos car heraced
near the top 10 in Macau before
suspension failure puthimout.
“Thenew Astraisagreat piece of
kit,” headded. “It’s got much more
sophisticated aeroand Opel hasdonea
lot of partstestingtoensure durability.
Itshould beanexcitingseason.”

rounds within and around Germany.

Target Competition won both the
drivers’and teams’ TCR International
Series titleslast term running Swiss
Stefano Cominiina SEAT Leon.

Files claimed the Renault UK Clio
Cupand Clio Eurocup championships
in2013. Hefinished third in the Italian
Clio Cuplast season before makinghis
TCRdebut in Macaulast November
with CamposRacing.

“My aim hasbeen to break into touring
carsin Europe for thelastfew yearsand

my mentor [triple World Touring Car
champion] Andy Priaulx helped me get
toMacaulast year and thatrace gotme
noticed,” said Files. “The chance with
Target Competition has comeabout
through thatand it’s massively
excitingbecause they are essentially
apseudo-factory team for Opel.

“The Germanracingsceneissostrong
atthemoment with alot of manufacturer
activity sotobeableto gointoanew
championshiplike ADAC TCR with the
chancetodowell gives you a great chance

Mission donation
The Borough 19 Motor Club has
donated £1,000 to the Mission
Motorsport charity aftera

series of fundraising events. The
club presented a cheque to the
charity, which helps with the
rehabilitation of injured service
personnel via motorsport, during
its awards ceremony in Essex.
Guest speaker Perry McCarthy
also donated half the proceeds

Renault Clio Cup star Josh Files
will graduate into German touring
carracing this season afterinking
adeal with the Opel-supported
Target Competition team.

Files, 25from Norwich, has signed to
race one of thesquad’snew Opel Astras
inthenew ADAC TCR German Series
this year. The championshipisan
offshoot of the TCR International
Seriesand takes place across seven

from the sales of his
autobiography on the night.

Donington tests
Donington Park will run a series of
unsilenced test days across this
month. All days costs £395 per car
including the use of agarage and all
running is on the National Circuit.
Available days are: February 10,12,
23and 25.

Split the Max5s

MaX5 championship events

will use split grids this season

to cater forits two classes. The
Mk1 and Mk3 MX-5 classes

will start their races at separate
times from 2016 for the first

time since the introduction of
the Mk3 model forthe 2009
season. The championship’s
provisional eight round calendar
alsoincludes a switch to three
15-minute races at the Pembrey,
Mallory Park and Brands Hatch
meetings, as opposed to its
traditional two 20-minute affairs.

Fortec’s F4 signing
Fortec Motorsports has signed
Omani driver Faisal Al Zubair as its
first BRDC Formula 4 driver. The
17-year-old raced for the teamin the
Autumn Trophy last year and finished
16th in the main championship,
driving for Hillspeed.

Bushell heads hack to Renault Clio Cup after BTCC chances dry up

Former Renault UK Clio Cup
champion Mike Bushell will
return to the series this year
after being unable to secure a
seatin the British Touring
Car Championship.

The 26-year-old won the Clio
titlein 2014 and graduated to
the BTCClast year driving an
AmD Ford Focus. But Bushell
endured a tough campaign,
with a hefty shunt at Thruxton
denting his budget.

Bushell will now rejoin Team
Pyroin Clios this year, the
sqaud he won the title with.

“Last year didn’t go as well
asIwould’ve hoped,” he said.
“The BTCCis very easy to get
drawnintoandit’slike an
addictive drug, it’s very easy
tomake decisions thatdon’t
work outin thelongrun, so
I’'vedecided to go back to Clios.

“Pyro are great friends of
mine. I helped Ciceley run
in their new cars and then
started talking to Pyro. It
was great to get back behind
the wheel.”

Bushell will rejoin Clio Cup grid with Team Pyro this year

Pyroboss Mark Hunt said:
“The transition to touring
carsis very difficult. Mike was
driving quite an old car and
that makesit tough-it’slike
playing tennis with a smaller
racket. Some people gointo
touring cars and you never
see them again, soit’s great
to have Mike back.”

Irishman David Dickenson
will also rejoin the team,
having previously raced in the
UK Clio Cup and Clio Eurocup
with Pyro. He also finished
runner-up in the 2014 Clio

Race Series with the squad.

“There’s noreason why
Mike or David can’t win
the title,” said Hunt.

Reigning Masters Cup
champion Mark Howard
will also remain with Pyro.
“It will be nice to try and go
for the Masters again with
Mark,” Hunt added.

Pyro plans torun a couple
more cars in the series and
the drivers of those will be
announced in the next few
weeks once the deals have
been confirmed.

Jelley confirms Porsche Carrera Cup return

Former British touring carracer
Stephen Jelley will return to the
Porsche Carrera Cup GBthis
year with Team Parker Racing.
Jelley, 33, wasa winner in his
first stint in the championship
between 2010-2011, butfailed to
add tohistally of victorieson
hisreturntotheserieslastyear,
finishingfifth in the standings.
“Ifound there was abit of
expectation on mefrom outside
sources thatIshould have been
achampionship contender
lastyear,” said Jelley. “Ijust

concentrated on each weekend
atatime. EachtimeIgotinthe
carIwasabitfaster; orabit
moresavvy with the set-up.
“IlearnedalotandI’'mina
stronger position to go better
thisyear. I'vealways had a great
relationship with Team Parker
and they are more than capable
of winningthe championship.
“They’vemade some
improvements attheirend and
if Icanimprovetoowe’llbea
competitive package.It wasano
brainer tostick with the team.”

Jelley has signed up with Team Parker for Carrera Cup GB

A service driven insurance broker

for the fast moving world...
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‘The pressure is
on for TF Sport’

British GT squad, p22
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Onedriver will win a fully
funded race weekend in
the Dunlop Mini Miglia

Championship this year aspart

of anew competition run by

seriesregular Rob Howard and
category legend Endaf Owens.

The competition will allow
onedrivertotakepartin
the double-header Miglia
championship round during

the Brands Hatch Mini Festival
onJuly 16/17inacar prepared

and run by the Owens
Motorsport team. The prize
is worth in excess of £3,500.

Seriesregulars Howard and

Owens have come up with the

concept of sellingraffletickets

v

for the prize at £20 each. Four
drivers will then be drawn at
random and invited to take
partinatrackdayinthecar.
Of those four finalists, one will
then be chosen by a panel of
judges to win the competitive
outingatthe Kent track.
Howard said: “Irolled my car
at Brands Hatchlastyearsol
borrowed a bodyshell from
Endaf while hebuiltmeanew
car. The build isnearly finished
now so we have a spare Miglia
sitting in the workshop. That’s
when Endaf came up with the
idea of using it for a one-off
prizedrivetonotonly raise
the profile of the clubbutalso

to give a Minifan the chanceto
race with us. It’sa way to give
somethingback to people who
love Miniracingbut perhaps
have never given itago.
“Thetest day gives the
winnersachance tofamiliarise
themselves with the car and the
winner won’t be picked on pure
speed alone during the test day.
We’relooking for somebody
with a good attitude and who
works well with the team.”
Howard added thatany
revenue generated would be
donated to charitiesnominated
by the Mini Se7en Racing Club.
MT7RC commercial manager
Colin Peacock said: “It’'sa

Winner will get a
—— " Mini Miglia outing

superb idea and we fully
endorse what Roband Endaf
aredoing. I'msurprised
nobody has done it before.
The Miglias are accessible
fornovicedriversand it gives
somebody new the chance to
experience competitive and
friendly motorsport.”

Tickets can be purchased
online via a Paypal transfer
tomini7racingclub@aol.com
along with your contact details,
or at Mini Migliaroundsthis
season. Sales close on April 30.

Winnersmust be
responsible for meeting
the MSA'slicence
requirements themselves.

Cunninghams join
Britcar in Porsche

Father-and-son racers Peter
and Mark Cunningham will
enter the revamped Britcar
Endurance Championship
thisseason sharinga
Porsche911.

The pair previously raced
in the Britcar Production
Cup, sharing a SEAT Leon
Supercopa, but have now
upgraded to a Porsche
911997 Cup car. Mark has
contested Britcar since
2004, with father Peter
joining him from 2005.

Mark Cunningham said:
“We know we have a very
steep learning curve
ahead with the new
car, however we are
relishing the challenge.

“We have alot of
experience in endurance
racing from many years
in the Production
championship. We know
what it takes to win and
there will be no lack of
effort from our team.”

Quaife investsin
Ford Fiesta classes

Transmission manufacturer
Quaife Engineering will provide
every driver committed to the
Ford Fiesta and Fiesta Junior
championships with a free
differential as part of anew
sponsorship agreement.

The Sevenoaks-based firm has
agreed to become title sponsor
of both Ford Racing UK’s Fiesta
championship and the BRSCC
Fiesta Junior Championship
for this year, and as part of that
agreement will provide atorque
biasingdifferential free of
chargetoevery driver signed
up for the full series.

The agreement covers
allmodels eligible for both
championships, including
the ST, Si, Zetecand Zetec S
models. Each differential
is worth over £600.

The differentials will be issued
to top team Daniels Motorsport,
but any drivers unable tofit the
component themselves can take
their gearbox directly to Quaife
to have it fitted free of charge.

Exactentries across both
the senior and junior Fiesta

seriesisnot yet known, but
the scheme would have been
worth over £22,000 based on
last year’snumbers.

Company head Michael Quaife

said: “At Quaife we’ve always
been all for beginners coming
intomotorsportand givinga
helping hand where we can, so
thisisagreat chancetoput
somethingback into the sport.
“One of the Fiesta Junior
drivers [Ben Swift] approached
us at the Autosport
International Show to see about
sponsorship, and it seemed like
the perfect chance to help the

Popular Fiesta ST models will benefit most from a new deal

entire championshipoutas
Quaife hasalonghistory with
Ford asamanufacturer.

“The differentials should
decrease lap times by up to two-
seconds onlonger circuits as
drivers can get on the power
sooner, and they will help
reliability too as they reduce
stress on the gearbox and
driveline compared to
standard differentials.”

Ford Racing UK’s Kevin
Shortisadded: “It’sa great
bonus for the championship and
really shows Quaife’s dedication
tonational motorsport.”

Challenge this year alongside
hisBritish Touring Car
Championship commitments.
Smith took partin the final
round of the Challenge last
season at Snetterton, scoringa
podium finish in one of the new
Gen 3F56 machines. Smith has

now purchased two of the new
cars and will field them under
his Eurotech Racing banner.

Smith will race the first, while
JoPolley will step up from the
championship’s Cooper Class
torace the other.

Smith will also handlea
Eurotech-run Honda Civic Type

' Eurotech joins Mini Challenge grid with F56s for Smith and Polley

. Jeff Smith will contest the Mini

Rinthisseason’s BTCC.

“Iwasimpressed with the
Minis whenIraced them last
year,” said Smith. “The cars are
very quick and quite edgy so
they are a good stepping stone
intotouringcars. It gives me
valuable seat time between
touring carrounds.”
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“Huff saw his
chance and
bolted for it”

Rob Huff knows the future is bright with Honda

here are plenty of examplesin
world motorsport of drivers
making a gamble or a decision
based on their vision a few
years down the line.

Think Lewis Hamilton moving from
the McLaren powerhouse to the middling
Mercedes for 201 3. Despite more than afew
raised eyebrows at the time, that worked out rather
nicelyintheend...

Having that little bit of insider knowledge or that
faith in a future direction can pay off massively at the
higherlevels of the sport, and Rob Huff could well
be looking at a similar outcome inafew years.

The World Touring Car Championship hasn't
been the hotbed of interest it should be inrecent
years. The cars are superb, with good aero levels
and 400bhp engines, they are the fastest pure
touring cars on the planet with laptimes not far off
GT3 pace — by pure touring cars | mean not the
prototype-esque DTM or Super GT offerings.

But something has been missing in the WTCC for
quite some time — open competition. As you can
read in my interview with Huffy on page 20, he
knows that competition is on the way back.

Citroen joining the WTCC was areal coup. The
series needed manufacturerinvestmentand
interest, but nobody quite guessed the level
Citroen would bring. With a colossal budget, a
superb carand three of the best drivers in the game
the Versailles team has swept allin its wake. Yes the
addition of Sebastien Loeb brought some global
interest for the first season, but fans quickly turned
off when Citroens won essentially everything.

With Citroen now on the way out, it's time fora
refresh. Volvo is coming in with a few superb-
looking S60s and with Citroen gone at the end of
the year there should now be amuch more level
playing field. Remove the Citroens from last year's
timing sheets, and suddenly everybody is within the
same time bracket to the second.

Huff has served his time out of the top seats. The
privateer Munnich Motorsport option was never
going to bring him a second title and the lesser-
funded Lada works operation was simply dwarfed
by Citroen.

Huff has seen his chance and he's bolted for it.
Hondais upping its commitment to the
championship this year by running three cars, and
Huff will be central to all of it with a global
manufacturer.

With Citroen leaving the WTCC, the top of the
tree is vacant for 2017 and ready for somebody to
step up. Huff knows success won't come
overnight, but given time he has the resources at
his disposal to climb the summit once again.

"- AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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“It’s a bit quicker
than the Anglia!”

SHARROCK

Age: 77 Lives: London
Competing for 50 years

Hehasbeenracing for
over 50 years

“I'stillhave the HRG 1500 I raced
in the first Griffiths Formula race at
Castle Combe inMay 1966. The
carwas builtin 1948 and was
delivered to atest pilot who
subsequently crashed and was
killed and so the carwenttoa
character called Richard Green, a
farmer from Gloucestershire. He
raceditalotinthe 1950s and then,
after it had been through a couple
of other owners, it came to me. |
boughtitin 1963 and raceditin
the 1960s, but not that
successfully to be honest”

Hewasinatthe start of
the HSCC

“The Giriffiths Formula race of
1966 was interesting with the
types of cars that were there and
it was the start of what went on
to become the Historic Sports
Car Club?

He remembers therace
“Some of the other cars, like Neil
Corner's Jaguar D-type, were
hugely fastand Iwas only inaone-
and-a-halflitre car. On the straights
they went zooming past, butlhad a
wonderful dice with the Ferrari of
Bernard Worth. | could claw it back
on the corners because the HRG
has amazing road-holding”

Racinghaschangeda
greatdeal

“The very first meeting for the
HSCC was at Betty Haig's house
and at the time | had the HRG and
an AC Ace Biristol, and my wife
was driving the AC Ace. Back then,
one could just about afford to go
racing. It has changed an awful lot
overthose 50 years and it was
good to see the current range of
historic cars at the Autosport
International when we got together
onthe HSCC stand. It was great to
meet up with some of the other
drivers from that 1966 race,
including Bernard Worth.

He now goestrialling
“The HRGi is quite an extraordinary
carandlstillownit.luse it for
pleasure these days and | have
another one that | bought for
sparesin 1965. | eventually built
that one back up into acomplete
carin 1995 and have been doing
the MCC classic trials ever since.
Sadly I rolled itin Cornwall on the
Land’s End Trial but itis now back
in pristine condition again and
ready to go, so it will be out again
thisyear”

Sharrock: a HSCC veteran

Ground-effect monsters of the

Rich’s new Escort, below

GLASSIG F1 BEASTS
OFF TO0 GOODWOOD

10s:set for high-speedidemonstration

Photos: Paul Lawrence, LAT

theentry will include iconic

I ByPaul Lawrence

F1 carsfromthelate 1970s
and early 1980s will take
partin high-speed
demonstration sessions at
the Goodwood Members’
Meeting on March 19/20.
Some of thefastestcarsever
toruninpublic atthe Sussex
track will be akey highlight of

More than 30 ground-effect

the 74th Members’ Meeting and

designslikethe Ferrari312T5,
Williams FW07and FW08,
Brabham BT49C and McLaren
MP4. Carsfrom Ensign,
Fittipaldi, Osella and Wolf will
alsobeintheline-upasthe
demonstrationrecreatesanera
when designers harnessed the
airflow beneath the cars.
Leadinghistoricracer Nick
Padmoresaysitwillbean
incredible spectacle. He will

sharethedriving of theex-Jan
Lammers Shadow DN9with the
car’spreparer, Sam Thomas.
“Theaimistoshow the cars
off within sensiblelimits,” said
Padmore, who set the outright
Goodwood laprecord inaLola
T70Spyder atlast year’s
Members’ Meeting. “Goodwood
isoneof those circuits you have
torespectand it willmakethe
lapvery short. Fordwater and
‘no-name’ aresoquick. The F1

Brabham BT49C
will be in action

carhasthepotentialtobealot
quickerthanthe Lolaand it will
beseriously quick. We’ll be
chasingthe circuitrecord if
the conditionsareright.”
Padmore willalsoberacing i
theLolaagain inthe Bruce F '|',’j
McLaren Trophy and is
particularly excited by the [
chancetorace the Mini Cooper |
owned by hisfather Keithin
the Whitmore Cup pre 66 |
touring carrace.

Barrett back out in British Historic Rally Championship after rebuild

Northern Irish driver Paul
Barrett willreturn to England
and Wales this season for a
full assault on the British
Historic Rally Championship
in his Pinto-engined Ford

Barrett was one of the stars of
the early rounds of the 2015
BHRC before a sizeable accident
inIreland curtailed his season.

“Wehad abigoff intoatreeand
the car is only just fixed now,”

forward to getting out and doing
the championship again.”

He will starthis season on the
RedKite later thismonth. He
missed the event a year ago after
being stranded on a car ferry for

Barrett’s Escort will rally Escort Mk2. said Barrett. “I'mlooking 36hours in bad weather.
Payne moves in to \ [I ‘. |"1 Pre 80 Endurance
Roadsportsin Lotus Series dates set
Howard Payne, the 2014 A four-race schedule, starting
Clubmans Sports 1600 atthe Donington Historic

champion, will switch tothe
70s Roadsports series witha
recently acquired Lotus
Europa Twin Cam.

“Thad an opportunity to
buy the Europa and it seemed
anideal timetomakethe
transition tohistoricevents
afterracingin Clubmans
foroveraquarterof a
century,” said Payne.

“The Lotus was built for
racingby Danand Glenn
Eagling of Lifetime Racing,
whorebuilt my Mallock
MKk20B after it was
written-off.”

The Lotus, like the
championship-winning
Mallock, willberunat
events by Huntingdonshire
Regional College students
aspartof along-standing
partnership between Payne
andthe College.

Cole raced for
Ferrari in 1950s §

Ex-Ferrari racer Tom Cole gets memorial race

The George Abecassis Trophy
will bereplaced by arace
commemorating Tom Cole
this season.

The Abecassis family has
decided not to support the event
for a fourth edition. John Turner,
of organiser the Fifties Sports
Car Racing Club, has therefore
decided to dedicate a similar race
to ex-Ferrari driver Cole, who
waskilled at Le Mans in 1953.

“Tom Cole’s name appeared
regularly in early post-war race

reports butisnow largely
forgotten, soI have taken this

Festival, willmake up the
second season of the Pre ’80
Endurance Series.

Theseriesisrun by the
HSCC with Flavien and
Vanessa Marcais and is open
tosports-racing, GT and
Touring Cars of atype that
competed in international
races up to the end of 1979.
There isalsoaclass for
pre ’85Sports 2000s.

The 2016 dates are April

opportunity to bring his name to
awider audience,” said Turner.

There will be some changes to
the format of therace, which will
take place at Silverstone on April
23. The 30-minute event willno
longer include a compulsory
pitstop. It will be open to
sports-racing and production
sports and GT cars introduced
between 1946 and 1959, split
across six classes.

30-May 2, Donington Park;
May 21/22, Silverstone GP;
July 1-3, Brands Hatch GP
and October 7-9, Dijon.

Pre ‘80 Enduro MH return

D HOW THE MSA IS HELPING TRAIN ITS NEW STARS

> > >PAGE19

Killarney canned
The Killarney Historic Rally,
postponed in Decemberdue

to storms and flooding on the
stages, has now been formally
cancelled. The organisers initially
hoped to rearrange the event for
early thisyear but the popular
closed-road rally will not now run
again until December2016. The
Irish Historic Championship will
now count the best seven scores
from eight events.

Rich gets Escort

After making his rallying returnina
Ford Anglia last year, Malcolm Rich is
stepping up to afull-spec Ford Escort
Mk2 for this season’s British Historic
Rally Championship. The Brecon
driver plans afirst test this weekend
ahead of his debut in the car on the
Red Kite Stages on February 21.“I'm
nervous and excited,’ said Rich. “It's

alittle quicker than the Anglia!

Historic Thunder
The Classic Touring Car Racing
Club has added the Historic
Thunder Saloon Championship
toits portfolio. The new series
will be for cars marketed before
January 1983 and classes will
be splitat3300cc. No turbo or
supercharged cars will be
permitted, but otherwise it will
be open to awide range of
developed saloon cars.

Kelly’s rally plans
Donagh Kelly, last year's Irish Tarmac
rally champion and Irish National
champion will field his historic Ford
Escort Mk2 on a couple of rallies

this season with his 17-year-old son,
Eamon, co-driving. “It's a car I've had
forawhile and there's nothing overly
special about it, it's got a Pinto engine
andit'sanice little car;’ said Kelly, who
plans to tackle the Killarney Historic
again atthe end of the year.

Manx Classic info
The annual Manx Classic will run
forthree days from Thursday
April 28 on the Isle of Man.
Competitors will take partin
asprint and two hillclimbs, all
featuring sections of the famous
TT course on closed public
roads. The action starts with

the Governor’s Sprint, which
begins atthe TT grandstands
and runs through the streets of
Douglas. Entry details are at
manxmotorracing.com.

Masters F1 points
The Masters FIA Historic Formula
One Championship will now be
scored over 12 races at six events.
Previously, double-header rounds
accrued points based on aggregate
results but for this season all 12 races
will score equally. The season starts
at Zolder in Apriland has UK rounds
at Brands Hatch (May 28/29) and
Donington Park (July 2/3) as well

as non-championship races at
Silverstone (July 29-31).

Red Kite flying

Due to unprecedented demand,
the organisers of the Red Kite
Stages (February 21) have gained
dispensation toincrease the
maximum entry from 120 to 130
cars. By the end of last week, all
but one of the places had been
taken.The Llandovery-based
rally is the opening round of
the British Historic Rally
Championship and currently
has 68 historicentries.
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ByDavid Evans

. Toyota team principal Tommi
. Makinen will talk to two of the
giants of world rallyingin an
efforttofind ateam leader
forthe Japanese firm’sreturn
nextseason.

With the sport’sleadingnames—
apartfrom Hyundai’s Thierry
Neuville—-all under contract
next season, Makinen told
Motorsport Newshisdriver
line-up was causinghim
somethingof aheadache.

The Finn hasalready talked
t02003 World Rally champion
Petter Solbergand admits he
will be calling Sebastien Loeb to
discussthe chancesof bringing
thenine-time champion back.

Makinen was with Solberg in
Finland lastmonth and talked
about the chances of getting
Solbergina Yaris WRC.

Makinen told MN: “We
discussed different plans with
Petter. We know Petter isa world
championand afastdriver.”

Asked directly; if it was possible
Solberg could testthe Yaristhis
year,Makinen said: “Why not?
Idon’tknow. Heisrunninghis
rallycrossteam and doingthe
championshipagain, but maybe
somethingispossible.”

Solbergtold MNNhis plans
were todefend his FIA World
Rallycross Championship this
season, butadded that his future

projects beyond this season
remained unclear.

“There are some different
optionsfor nextseason,” Solberg
told MN. “There’sno doubt the
future forrallycross isexciting
and some of the options we have
inthischampionship arereally
interesting. But, maybe thereis
still some unfinished business
inthe WRC.It’s interesting to
talk to Tommiand tohear about
thebigplans Toyotahas.”

Solberg won his world title in
Makinen’sfinal year in the World
Rally Championship, when they
were team-mates at Subaru.

The pair have always enjoyed a
productive working relationship.

Loebisunder contract to
Peugeot, but sources have
suggested that the Frenchman
joining Toyota isnotoutof the

Makinenwillbe in touch withLoeb regardmg TMR seatin’17

question. “Thaven’tseenor
spoken with Sebastien yet,”
said Makinen. “Therearealot
of rumoursaround, butsofar
Thaven’tdoneanything. If
Sebastien would be interested
todosomethingthenof course
Iwanttotalk tohim. We know
heisoneof thebestdriversever
andstilldoing very welland
continuingtodrive.”

Makinen hasrevealed that
he openednegotiations with
Sebastien Ogier in Finland
lastyear, but soon realised that
door was shut.

“I'spoke with him in Finland
andit’svery clear his contract
isuntiltheend of 2017,” said
Makinen. “Everybody is always
lookingat winnersand the best
optionforusistohave Sebastien
Ogier behind the steering wheel -

that would secure thisforus. But
it’scomplicated. Everybody
reckons he’sthebest in the world.
Would itbean interestingidea if
you could have some newcomer
and oneday challenge him and
evenoneday beathim? What
would give the bestreturn?”

Makinen admitted he was
looking for that newcomer,
whilealso continuing to
develop young Japanese
drivers HirokiAraiand
Takamoto Katsuta.

“One of themost important
areas inthe overall package
arethedrivers,” said Makinen.
“Butnow we have tobe also
realisticthattherearenotso
many for usto chosefrom. Next
year would be most probably a

compromise for usfor thedrivers,
wehavetolook atdifferentideas.”

’17 WRC engine

WithaToyotadeal thatruns
until theend of 2022, Makinen
pointed outthathe hastimeto
develop youngdrivers. Inthe
short-term, hisfocusison getting
theteam’s test car upand running
before the end of April.

“Thisis wherethebigfocusis
forme,” hesaid. “Iwanttowake
thedrivers’ interest in Toyotaand
the best way to do thisistoshow
them how competitive we will be.
Wehave abigcommitment to this
championship. Next year, maybe
we havetoberealisticand
understand our time is best used
inpreparation, in doingrallies
and in getting experience.”

@ Arai—codriven by Brit Phil Hall
—took his TMR Group N Subaru
tothird placeand second in
classonhisfirstattemptatlast
weekend’s Arctic Rally Finland.

Solberg (1) worked with Makinenin the Finn’s lastWRC season

" be on the way

Toyota RS could

Toyota will produce a

YarisR5car-butnot

until2018.
TommiMakinen says

~ hisFinland-based £

organisation hasalready
started thinkingabout the
new car, with plenty

of encouragement

from Japan.

Makinen admitted this
project could be taken on
by Toyota Motorsportin
Cologne. Sofar TMG’s x
only participation inthe =5
car giant’sreturntothe
World Rally
Championshipisinthe
development of the engine
forthe Yaris WRC. i

“Assoon as we have time
toconcentrate on that,
wewilldo,” said Makinen.
“Weare investigating
different areas already.
Wetalk to TMG people
and, of course, Toyota
Motor Company to see
whatistheir overall
marketand situation. We
have investigated that
area. Wealsohave the
youngJapanese drivers
[Daiki Araiand Takamoto
Katsuta] this could be
interestingfor them to
work on the development
of thecar.

“Thisis definitely not
for2017. Thefirst year
would be 2018. If we could
startnow, we could have
acarreadylatein’17,but
Idon’tseeany pointin
bringingthe production
forward if the carisnot
fastenough.

“We will concentrate
our production tomake
thecarright.”

Makinen hasbolstered
hissquad with the
recruitment of further
technicians, including
around five new staff
who have comefrom the
British M-Sportsquad.

AT
N R

JONATHAN PRINGLE WINS A HECTIC DONEGAL MINI STAGES
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GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS

“Ogier got me
thmkmg about

this one” s /

remember thefirsttimeleversawa
Carlos Sainz edition Toyota Celica
ontheroad. |l was walking home
from school. It stopped me in my
tracks. Literally.

I stood and stared. I'd heard about this
thing. Read about this thing. Dreamt about this
thing. And there it was.

My mates were —most likely (I can’t remember
exactly...) —deeply engaged in an argument about
whether Will Carling could really hold a candle to
his England centre partner Jerry Guscott.

Such was the depth of debate, nobody noticed
I'd stopped, until Richard Kingston asked me what
I was doing. | pointed. In his own mind, Kingo knew
athing ortwo about cars.

“Nice Porsche!

Seriously?

[ couldn’t help myself. Didn't he know this was the
Carlos Sainz (CS) Limited Edition car, withonly a
couple of hundred in Britain. It was aroadgoing
version of the Turbo 4WD; | never appreciated it
being labeled a GT-Fouror GT4. It wasn'tit. lt was a
Turbo 4WD. Except this one was even better on the
road. It had more cooling vents in the front bumper,
water injection on the intercooler and every single
one was individually numbered.

That was the power of arally special on the road.

. After that came alegion of Ford Escort Cosworths,

' Mitsubishi Lancers and Subaru Imprezas. | was

l always more of an Impreza fan and was, on finding

¥ | employment on these pages, fortunate enough to drive
| aSonic Blue P1 before they went out of production.

| It wasn't quite the ultimate, wide-bodied 22B, but it
was stilla special piece of kit.
| Seeing the rising price of things like the 22B got

- me thinking about the lack of such machinery these
|

‘MSA is developing
the next generation’
MSA Academy feature, p19

New i20 RS was
tested in France

tests with the New Generation
i20 R5will befocused on
reliability so we canresolve
any teething problemsas we
developa car that customers Motorsport willnot participate
canenjoy driving withoutany directly asa worksteam inany
compromisetoperformance. We championship, we are focused
areontargettodeliver thefirst onprovidingour clients with the
R5saround the end of summer. bestserviceand support,” added
Weareentering an important Adamo. “It’'san exciting period
phase now, ramping up our and we hopetoseethecar
testingprogramme and competingasearly astheend
recruitingmore staff tojoin of thisyearinregional and
our experienced team.” national championshipsinthe
Adamodenied there would main European markets—and
beanykind of factory Hyundai tosee itmore widely in 2017.”

second half of the year, with
homologation not planned
untilmid-season.

Team principal Michel
Nandan told Motorsport News
latelast year it was possible that
the car could be seen on WRC2
rounds at theend of theseason,
butit wouldn’tbe available for
customer competition use
untilnext year.

Customer division chief
Andrea Adamosaid: “Kevin
carried out theinitial testlast
week and we havereally hit
the ground running. Thefirst

L‘ ! Hyundal sall-new i20R5has
broken cover, testinginthe
south of France for thefirst

| timelast week.

Dutchman Kevin Abbringand
Britain’s Seb Marshall crewed
the car duringtheroll outat
Fontjoncouse. The pairare in
foralongyear of testing—once
they’ve completed the work on
the R5 car, they willbeginan
intensive period of runningin
the team’s new-for-2017 World
Rally Car.

The 20 R5 willnot make its
competitive debutuntilthe

team enteringthe WRC2
division nextseason.

“TheR5is madefor customers
and although Hyundai

Rally Liepaja delayed
due to warm weather

Rally Liepaja organisershave
defended their decision to
postpone the openinground of the
European Rally Championship.
Thedecisiontoshelvethe
Latvianeventjusta week out
from the February 5startcame
following unusually warm

Rally Argentina returns to Cordoba in’16

of the event’s host town
of Villa Carlos Paz.

This year, the South
American event, which
runs from April 21-24, will
include a two-mile city-side
spectator stage, running
through the streets rather

Competitive World Rally
Championship action will
return to Cordoba for the
first time since 2009 on this
year’s Rally Argentina.
Seven years ago, the city’s
Estadio Cordoba football
stadium, built for the 1978

days. Where's the four-wheel drive equivalent of

World Cup, was used three thanin the stadium. weather. Had the event gone T —— thei20 orthe low and lean Fiesta or Polo?

times for a superspecial. Apart from that change, ahead, the use of studded tyres tyres would have very little grip. g 3 g

Since then, the competitive  theroute for the rally on would have wrecked theroads “Whentheroad arelike this, even ! %O_:fed Sr?un\?vtrr? Of Ig-el_ta liits b.lt an;i f3u1r6d0bh

action has been based out which Kris Meeke broke which are free from snow and ice. thefirstfew cars would destroy the Al RAS|elies TWLE U IS EE s AN [
his WRC duck last season There were calls for the roadssomuch that, in case of an Oh c!ear. i
remains largely unaltered. organiserstoallow crewsto accident, themedicaland rescue Obviously, there are warm Fiestasand DS 3s
The Calamuchita Valley rungravel-specification team would have difficulty to get around, but nothing that would come close toa
makes up Friday’s mileage, rubber without the studs. through the stage quickly.” warbling Impreza, eager to be snick-snicked through
with the roads north of Clerk of the course Janis The Latvian organisersare

the gears and thrown at B roads up and down the
country. Or solthought.

OK it's not a perfectfit, but it was Sebastien Ogier
who got me thinking about this one. We were talking
about hisrecce car:a Golf R.

On his direction, | decided to give itago.

Granted, it doesn't have the brutish looks of the 22B,
but its blown two-litre motor does produce more
power than the Subaru managed. That's agood start.

Cordoba used on Saturday
before heading out west to
the Traslasierra mountains
—including the E1 Condor
test—on the final day.

Krastinssaid: “Switchingto gravel
tyres was not possible, not only
because of the FIA regulations, but
because it would have been more
dangerous for the participants.
Onsuch wet and softroads, gravel

hopingtofind asuitable date
further into the season.

Meanwhile, the ERC season will
now start with the championship’s
returntothe Canary Islands on
March 10-12.

Henning Solberg in Cordoba

Photo: John O'NEeill, Sperrins Photograph

Rally Sweden hosses secure new shakedown route

Rally Sweden organisersarerelieved
tohave tied down anew location for
shakedown after anumber of local
residentsrefused to allow the event
topass by their houses next week.

The pre-event shakedown test for
round two of the WRChasbeenreturned
toKarlstad this season, after running
further north in Hagfors inrecent years.
Buttheorganisers’ planshit trouble
when they found significant opposition
tothestage onthe outskirts of thecity.

Anew2.72-mile shakedown test
hasbeenlocated, just over 10miles
eastof Karlstad.

Rally Sweden boss Glen Olsson
said: “We have had many positive calls
suggestingnew stages after the problems
wehad with our initial choice. Weare

very pleased that this isnow settled and
we canfocus on makingagreatevent.”

The coming week will bea crucial
one for Rally Sweden, with reports of
notenough snow and ice on some of
the stages. With plenty of grassshowing
through, the Karlstad superspecial
was looking more green than white
when MNwent to press.

A source in Sweden said, however, that
temperatures are expected to plummet
this week, freezing the watered roads
hard in time for the startof therecce.

Inadditiontothat concern, Sweden’s
placeonthe calendar is comingunder
pressure from well-funded events in
Canadaand Japan. A fullreporton the
future of the WRC’s winter rally appears
innext week’s MN.

Kris Meeke won the 2015 NorthernIreland
Motorsport Award for the third time last
weekend. Meeke accepted the prize from
ANICC president Robert Harkness (left)
and chairman Henry Campbell.

A Haldex four-wheel-drive system offers fabulous
traction and ‘Race’ mode even makes for a half decent
soundtrack, even if it does come via a sound actuator.

My only gripe with the thing was the lack of a
conventional handbrake. Its predecessors the R32
and 4Motion - like the Impreza — had been perfect
for some gravelly donuts, but the happy stick was
very much part of the process.

| actually loved the Golf R and was very sad to see
the back of it. 'm sadder still that this is the only
example modernrally classic for the road.

Volkswagen, put all of this under a Polo body, chuck
some wings on it, a Sebastien Ogier sticker onthe
back and broadcast your WRC brilliance to the road.

» ) N »

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Pryce competed on the
Cambrian Rally in 2015

ByJack Benyon

Osian Pryce and Jamie Jukes
will campaign Spencer Sport
Mitsubishi Mirages in the British
Rally Championship thisyear.
Pryce, who confirmed his intentions
tocompete in the WRC-based Drive
DMACK Trophy last week in
Motorsport News, is confirmed for the
Mid Wales Stages in the R5-speccar,
with other outings also a possibility. It’s
i likely team owner Jukes will alsoenter
= anumber of othereventsincludingthe
upcoming Red Kite Stages.
Prycehastested the Mirage
extensively, including competingon

Cave joins BRC-hound Spencer Sport in an M-Sport Ford Fiesta RS

the Cambrian Rally in October; and
willcontinuetotest the carasthe
southwest Wales outfitlooks to prove
the Mpart Sweden-built machineisas
quick asother R5 cars on the market.

“Theaimistoshow whatthe car
iscapable of,” explained Pryce. “It’s
unproven atthe minute but it’sabout
time we changed that to proven.

“The car ison par with the Fiesta
inmy opinion. It’shard to say where
theprosand cons are. From my point
of view it was very easytogetin it
andbeonitstraightaway.”

Pryce will be up against team-mate
Tom Cave (see below) and DMACK’s
Elfyn Evans in Mid Wales, but he’s

confident the car has what it takes.
“ThewayIlookatit, we'redrivingan
unproven car against peoplelike Elfyn
who are works drivers. I'm confident in
the car, everything willneed to goright
ontheday, aslongas wedo our best
then the times will be there, 'm sure.”
Because the carisrunninginthe
National Rally Cup, Welshman Pryce
won’tbeabletorecce and create hisown
pacenotes, which the BRC 1-entered
Caveand Evans will benefit from.
“That’sonethinggoingagainst
usreally, not going off my ownnotes.
That’s difficult when you'refighting
with people like Tom and Elfyn, they
can commit. If we can getnear them,

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355
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we’ll be happy asit’snot exactly fair
havingnot done therecce. We can only
dothebestwecan.”

Team owner Jukes islookingto put
the Mirage in the spotlight-asthe
squad awaits globalhomologation
which would allow it to compete in the
BRC 1 category and within other classes
for homologated carsin international
rallyingsuch asthe ERC or WRC2.

BRCbossesrecently announced that
non-homologated cars are ineligible
for BRC 1, but Jukesishopingthatthe
team can still gain by showing the pace
of the car in the National Rally Cup.

“We’regoingtoMid Wales to try and
proveapoint,” heexplained. “We’re

Yates faces Cave and Bogie on Red Kite event

expecting Osiantorunatthefront.
They are stages he has experience of.”
Despiterunningin the National
Cup, the Mirage will still be seeded on
potential speed, which should see
Prycerunnearthefrontof theorder
dependingon the decision of the
rally organisers executingthe
seeding process.
“It’'saperformance-based seeding,”
added Jukes. “We’ll be seeded where
weshould be, which will give usthe
comparison we’re after.
“It’safantastic opportunity for
both of us. We’ve worked with Osian
quiteabitnowand he’s definitely one
of theteam.”

Tom Cave and Spencer Sport
willjoin forcesfor the 2016 BRC.
Cave announced his
intentions to compete inthe
championshiplast week with
James Morgan co-drivinga

Cave believes scoring the
FiestaEvo-along with
Spencer Sport’s backing—is
achampionship-contending
packagefor BRC1.

“We can definitely go out

Ford FiestaR5Evo. and be competitive this year,”

Now Motorsport Newshas said Cave. “Mid Wales is going
learned that Cave will tobedifficult as Elfyn knows
berunby the Charlie thestages very well.
Jukes-managed outfit “I'won’tmake Elfyn’slife
inthe Fiesta,an ) easy,that’sfor sureand he’ll
upgraded version of the be under pressure and have
car Cave has ; ahugetargetonhis
campaigned on Rally GB back.”
on two occasions. Cave will

" compete

Cave gets Elfyn’s B\ ontheRed
SwedenR5 Kite Stages

later thismonth asa pre-event
test before the Mid Wales Stages
onMarch5/6.

“I'vefoundthat over the
yearsIdrive best whenI'm
under pressure,” added Cave.
“Hopefully we can geta good
pre-event testand then we can
getthe season off on theright
track and we’ll give ita good go.”

Team principal Jukes added:
“We’ve worked with Tom
for some time and he’s been
involved with some of our
recent testing. The plan was
torunhimallyearinthe
Mitsubishi, but when that
didn’t come off we puttogether
adifferent deal. We’re happy.”

MSA English champion Rhys
Yates has added the Red Kite
Stages to his pre-season
schedule ahead of

an attack on the British Rally
Championshipin 2016.

The Chesterfield driver
will join the likes of Tom
Cave, David Bogie and Tomas
Davies on the entry list for
the Llandovery event, and
ishoping the drivers entered
give him an opportunity
to compare times in just
his second season of
stagerallying.

“It’s good news some of
this year’s BRC drivers are
doing the Red Kite, they give
us abenchmark before the
season starts,” explained

ROVANPERA'S SON TAKING RALLYING BY STORM

Yates, who will be co-driven
by Tom Woodburn.

“It will be good to see where
I’'m at.I’'m apprehensive
for where I’ll be in the order
because we’re inexperienced
in comparison.”

After running for most
of 2015 on Pirelli tyres,
Simpson-backed Yates has
signed with Michelin for
2016. He will also upgrade
to the new Evo engine pack
but the BTRDA B10 champion
won’t getit until after
the third round.

Yates won a host of awards
in his first season of rallying,
taking the B10 class title in
an R2 Fiesta before stepping
up to his ex-Kajetan

©TPM Photosport
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Yates: Wants more seat time

Kajetanowicz car for the
Cambrian, Malton and
Rockingham rallies at the
end of 2015. Now the 23-year-
oldis returning to where his
rallying career started to
begin the next chapter of
his career.

“The Red Kite was my first
ever eventin the R2last year
so we’ve decided to do it for
more seat time,” he added.
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JACK
BENYON

‘West took victory
in his 306 Maxi’

Brands Hatch Stages, p24

Corrib Oil Galway International Rally

NO. | DRIVER/NAVIGATOR | cAR |cLASS
1 | GarryJennings/Rory Kennedy | Subarulmpreza  |WRC
2 | Declan Boyle/Brian Boyle Ford Fiesta WRC (11
3 | DerekMcGarrity/Diarmuid Falvey | Ford Fiesta WRC pe n ce r po
4 | Roy White/James O'Brien Ford Fiesta WRC e j
5 | Tim McNulty/Paul Kiely Mini WRC d h d : 3
6 | Dean Raftery/Mark Kane Subarulmpreza S9 [WRC m a e a S rew ‘
7 | Declan Gallagher/Ryan Moore | Subarulmpreza S8 | WRC 9y
8 |Keith Cronin/Mikey Galvin Citroen DS 3 R5 o e th R 5
9 |Josh Moffett/Jason McKenna | Ford Fiesta R5 m V WI
Jennings is after 10 | Alastair Fisher/Gordon Noble | Ford Fiesta R5

some luck in Galwa

. JENNINGS AIMS FOR
THIRD TIME LUCKY

pencer Sport hasn’t had it
easy with its new Mitsubishi
Mirage (which is an R5 but
we can’treally call it that
until it’s homologated).

But now | believe that the team
is back on track with its announcements this
week that it will combine Tom Cave and
Osian Pryce on selected rounds of the BRC
this year.

SubaruImprezaace Garry

Jenningsissure thathecanput

two years of mistakes behind
himto triumph in Galway this
week onthe Irish Tarmac
Championship curtainraiser.
Jennings came closest to
finishingon the top step of the

podium in 2014 when he moved

rock onthe openingday and
damaged the steering. Withno
way of fixingithe surrendered

the runner-up spot.

“Wehave been extremely
unlucky in Galway these past
two seasons,” explained the

Keshbusinessman.

“Hopefully it will be a case of

forthe win in Galway before,
butitdidn’t pan outthe way
Thadhoped.”

Theprocessof rebuilding
Jennings’ Subaru after it went
up inflames on August’s Ulster
Rally isnearing completion,
meanwhile, with theengine
arrivingback from Belgium

atany othertime,” explained
Jennings. “Iwon in Donegal
andthenat Lurgan Park
lastyearand cameclose to
achievingthree straight wins
onthe Ulster Rally before the
fire started in the engine bay.
“I'wouldn’tsay thatIThave one
of thefastest carsthisseason

Cave will complete the whole yearin a
Fiesta R5 Evo, while Pryce will campaign the
Mirage in the national category of the BRC
(see rally news page 14).

While it was a setback not to be allowed to
start the Mitsubishiin the BRC 1 class for
homologated R5 cars, the team has made a

to within two hundredths of third timeluckyformebecause  overthe weekend. butIcertainly believeIhave one really shrewd move to get Pryce in the car.
asecond of eventual winner it would mean somuch towin Despitenotfeaturing of themostreliable cars in this Why’?
DeclanBoyle,butanincidenton in Galway. It would be great if competitively for the best part year’schampionship. Benchmarks.

theBrady’s Yard stage, when he

aquaplaned intoafield before
returningto the stage, meant
hehad tosettle for second.
Moredisappointment
followed 12monthslater when

tryinghardtodoit.

“People say thatItendtogo
better inthe wetthanIdoin

Icouldaddittomylistof rally
victories—I'llcertainly be

of sixmonths, the2013 Tarmac
champion insists he hasthe
speed and the car heneedsto
fightat the business end of
thefield in Galway.

“Ifeel more comfortable

“Iknow that in ordertowinI
havetobeatsome very quick
World Rally Car driversas well
aspeoplelike Keith Croninand
Alastair FisherintheR5cars.”

Atotalof 14R5and S2000 cars

If you read my Elfyn Evans column a few
weeks back you'llknow | love a good
benchmark. Testing a driver's pace and the
speed of a car against others is difficult in

thedry, and yes theroads were rallying, but Spencer Sport has done the

Jennings when he clipped a damp whenIwas challenging driving the car now thanThave havebeen entered. perfect job to showcase whether the Mirage
is areal rival to the Ford Fiesta, Peugeot 208
T16 and Skoda Fabia.
Although the caris only entered on the
TEG Subaru to dehut on national rally, the crews still do the same
Rafter kin stages. Therefore Charlie Jukes — Spencer
VIaB l:.:lry fl;:'l:?.alway the North WQSt Stages ' Sport team principal —can pick up the timing
For the second year in éﬁgﬁlﬁmg\;ﬂéf;‘gfstggr?lgz;rt}ia\/(gg);&lft from each stage and directly compare the
succession, 2014 Bi].ly onthe N01.“th Wast Stages in February. g I:Ff‘:z svi[:\llgi’r: 53&%?:;2;: :I:e was avery
Coleman Young Driver Thecarisastripped out Impreza . . .
Of The Year Award bodyshell built to B13-specifications, and handy driver in the Mirage, and Pryce proved
winner Dean Raftery broke coverat Rallyday at Castle Combe inthe JWRC last year that he has the pace, if
will compete ina WRC latelastyear. Now Newby and father the car will last. The same goes for Cave who
czi; aofltl hisllllome ralls('-1 Sutl)a?t Eave decided thi.tti_me isrightto has finished runner-up in the Drive DMACK
ery has secure ebut the car in competition. g
the use 0);‘ an ex-Petter : 3 “The North West SIt)ages isagood T'gg hn}; Lc:;r; \Ilivkoe S&ZTCOJ Smr\l;\r;i?s”c])?w.pu tting a top
Solberg Impreza for the Raftery wﬂl swap last year’s M1n1 (above) for Subaru multi-venuerally that’s close tohome,” S .
event, which he finished explained Newby. “All the stages are short driver in the Ford Fiesta R5 Evo for Monte
sixth onlast year in his down the more modern After his Galway WRC andlike power stages sothe WRC cars to go up against the likes of impressive Finn

first WR Car run in a Mini.
“It’s never easy tojump
into any rally car and
try and fight for overall
honours, plus I haven’t
driven four-wheel drive
since this time last year,”
said Raftery. “Hunting

frontrunners is the main
aim on the event though. I
like a challenge and it will
beinteresting to seeif I
can get on their pace and
see how close I can get.”
Raftery suffered from
adifficult yearin 2015.

car debut, he finished
seventh on the Moonraker
Forestry Rally in his
Citroen DS 3R3T. He

then had three successive
retirements on WRC Rally
Portugal, the Cambrian
Rally and Wales Rally GB.

Cumiskey upgrades to Fiesta R5 for Irish Tarmac Championship

Irishman Brendan Cumiskey
hassaid helooked atanumber
of options-including Skoda
Motorsport’s Fabia R5—before
optingfor M-Sport’s Ford
FiestaR5forthisseason’sIrish
TarmacRally Championship.

Cumiskey, whofinished
third overall inlast year’s Irish
Tarmacstandingsdrivinga
Subaru Impreza NR4, plans
totesthisnew carahead of
the Galway International
Rally, which getsunderway
on Friday evening.

The Dundalk-based driver
originally planned to uselast
weekend’s Donegal Mini
Stagesasashakedown for
the two-day event only for

Cumiskey drove GpNin’15

MotorsportIreland torule
thatsuch machines were
ineligible to take part.
“Webought the Subaru from
JRM in 2014 with a three-year
plantowin Class N4inthe
championship, butthen the
ruleschanged tomake R5the
topclassintheseries sowehad
torethink our plans,” he said.
“I've sampled World Rally

Carsbeforeandtheyare
fantastic todrive butto
maintain them properly is
expensive over the course
of achampionship. R5sare
closer tothe maintenance
costof anImpreza NR4.

“Welooked atthe FabiaR5
andalsothe FiestaR5and in
theend the deal came down
totheback-upserviceand
support that was offered to
us by M-Sport.”

Cumiskey saystheaimin
Galway isto gradually improve
hispaceandfinishinapoints-
scoringspot: “We’ll test before
Galway asit’satoughrally to
learnanew car on, but off
course we want todo well.”

tend to shine on the event. We thought it
would beagood testtobenchmark the
power of the carasthereareeight WRC
cars and several S2000s already entered.”

The car features amixture of parts
madeby TEG, along withnecessary WRC
partsandatrick electronic paddleshift
gearbox, believed to be thefirst of itskind
inarally car.

Theevent gets underway on Friday
evening withlocalhopesthatthe
Blackpool-based event may boastahome
win come Saturday evenings finish.

Top seeds Tony Bardy and Neil Colman
will be chased by home favourites Simon
Bowen/Richard Robinson and event
sponsor John Stone and co-driver Carl
Williamson. Stone will use the Ford Fiesta
Millington S2500 that he debuted on the
recent Jack Frost Stages.

Carhas only broken cover atRallyDay

Esapekka Lappi and Monte specialist Julien
Maurin, Spencer Sport will put its Mirage
against the Fiesta Evo with two very

good drivers.

One of the main points of the Spencer
Sport operation is to sell cars, so much like
the effect Elfyn had on the sales of R5 Evos
over the Monte weekend (Wilson had many
calls asking for the upgrades thanks to the
Welshman's pace) Spencer Sport can do
something similar.

If Pryce can mix it with the the top R5 cars
on selectrallies, Spencer Sport's phones
could become very busy, very quickly.

Especially when you consider the caris
cheaperthan a new Fiesta or Fabia.

Speaking of Fabias, I'd like to direct you
back to page 18 if you haven't read it already.
Kalle Rovanperais a 15-year-old currently
driving a Skoda S2000! Yes, his father is
WRC driver Harri, but that's no excuse for
being as stupidly talented as this young man.

I spend hours on end watching onboards,
and Kalle's from his latest Latvian escapades
is a particular highlight. Max Verstappen of
rallying? | think so.

L/
; AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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The bar just got raised
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“*** Impressively accurate”
THE SUNDAY TIMES

Using a smaller version of the SAME fuel cell alcohol sensor as several UK Police
breathalysers, the AlcoSense Pro offers levels of accuracy, reliability and functionality

not seen at this price point before.,

With AlcoSense's Patent Pending technology, if's also feature-rich and unbelievably
easy to use. Travelling cross-border? Just select the country/region from the menu and
the Pro does the rest. Curious how long it will take until you're sober? The Pro will fell you.
Blow incorrectly during a breath test, BlowCoach™ gives you real-time feedback and

tells you exactly how to correct it.

Find out more or purchase at your local Halfords, or online at alcosense.co.uk/pro

Available at Halfords Nationwide ®
ifor alc nse

halfords
PERSONAL BREATHALYSERS

Order securely at alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088

Infellectual Property: www.alcosense.co.ukip. AlcoSense Laboratories, part of Now Group UK Lid, Maidenhead Enferprise Centre, Cordwallis Street, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 7BE
Sunday Times extract Is paraphrased from an article published 18/12/15 fiom the quote " The AicoSense Pro got impressively close 1o the benchmark police evidential breathalyser”
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Ahlin will dovetail
WRC2 and BRC

AHLI

BRC

By Jack Benyon

WRC2 driver Fredrik Ahlin will join
CA1 Sportforan attack on the
seven-round British Rally
Championshipin2016.

The Swede istackling his homeround
of the world championship next week
inaFord Fiesta R5 Evoand will enter
the BRCinasimilar car run by Colin
McRae’s formerlead engineer Martin
Wilkinson’s Cumbria-based team.

CAlwillalsorun Ahlin on selected
WRC2events, including Rally Sweden.

“Ihaven’tdone any rounds of the
British championship before,”
explained Ahlin, 24. “But Martin

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 3 2016 17
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[Wilkinson] has been tellingmealot
aboutthe eventsand Iamreally looking
forward toit.Ithink there willbealot
of R5 carsstarting the championship,
and alot of good competition.”

Likemany other BRC entrants, Ahlin
hashailed thearrival of M-Sport works
driver Elfyn Evans as an opportunity to
compare his pace against an overall
WRC podium finisher.

“It’s great that ElIfyn Evans is coming
back todothe BRC, because for sure
that will be a very good benchmark for
us and allow us to compare ourselves
againstavery good WRC driver.”

Ahlin ishopingtobuild on hissecond
visittothe UK last year for Wales Rally

1FOR

GB, where a sensor failure forced him
toreturntocompetition on the second
dayunder Rally 2rules.

“OnRally GB we had some technical
problemson thefirstday and had to
superally, but after that we were setting
some good times and fighting in
WRC2with thelikes of CraigBreen, so
hopefully we can take that momentum
tothe Mid Wales Stages and start the
BRC season off well.

“It’'sgoingtobe an exciting year
contestingthe BRC and selected WRC2
events.Iwanttoenjoy it, and of course
Iwant to score some top results. We
havethecarandteamtodoit.”

Wilkinson believes that Ahlin will

#;,SJA\ I.T INJZIJJJ@

competeatthefront of the BRC1field
when the season starts on the Mid
Wales Stages on March 5/6.

“There’snodoubting Fredrik’s pace,”
said Wilkinson. “He has proven he can
runatthe sharpend on WRC2rounds,
which are extremely competitive, and
hopefully he can transfer that raw
speed intosolid points and podium
finishes duringthis year’sBRC.It’s
important tostart quick out of the
blocks on these mostly single day
events and comingdirectly from Rally
Sweden should help. We plan todo some
testing prior to Mid Wales to help him
re-adjustto gravel drivingusingthe
Pirellityres.”

Slaughter debuted Fiesta R5 in Mﬁ Championship

Tiger Risk Rally Team brings Slaughter and McCormack to BRC

Michelin offers
incentives to BRC crews

World Rally Championship tyre
supplier Michelin will offer drivers the
opportunity to win tyres for use in the
British championship this year.

The French outfit will offer eight tyres
on the subsequent round to the highest
placed Michelin crew to finishin BRC1-
for R5 and S2000 cars. Second will earn
six tyres; third, four tyres and fourth
will receive two tyres.

The firm already provides support
at the grassrootslevel of British
rallying with a similar deal in place
in the Motorsport News Circuit Rally
Championship. Michelin motorsport
manager for the UK and Ireland, Tim
Hoare, believes that the open tyre
formulais a key draw.

“We are excited to be back involved
with the British Rally Championship
and are looking for our product to
produce strongresults,” he said. “Our
tyres are proven at the highest level but
we haven’t competed on the BRC for
many years. The series looks to have
attracted a lot of strong competition and
having an open tyre formula means
there can be a battle on many levels.”

BRC championship manager Iain
Campbell added: “To get such support
from Michelin is strong motivation for
BRC competitors. This is a high value
prize and on a product that has such
provenresults on the WRC.”

Bustard upgrades to turbo

Bustard to Irish Tarmac
and BRC in Fiesta R2T

M-Sport’s highly acclaimed Fiesta
R2T will make its debut on Irish soil
in the hands of Adam Bustard.

The teenager from Castledergin
County Tyrone intends to use the
ex-Max Vatanen machine in this
season’s MSA Northern Ireland
and DMACK Junior British Rally
championships with Aaron
Johnston co-driving.

A deal to campaign the one-litre
turbocharged car was finalised
atlast month’s Autosport
International in Birmingham
where Bustard met M-Sport
representatives Maciej Woda
and Andrew Wheatley.

Former world and European
championship driver Marty
McCormack and seasoned
Historic campaigner James
Slaughter will enter the
British championship this
yearunder the Tiger Risk
Rally Team.

McCormack-who willdrive
hisusual Skoda S2000-had
considered aswitch of carsbut
believes a year in the Skoda
will stand him in good stead
for2016.

“There’salotof seasoned
driversingood carsthisyear
and it was debated towards the
end of last year should I
changetoanR5,” explained
McCormack.

“Butafter working with the
carlast year, it will be better
building on that experience.

“WhenIarrivein Mid Wales

I'll know whatI’'mup against
and whatI’'mdriving. There
will beadisadvantage,
especially in power, butIfeel
my experience and confidence
in my own car will overcome
the power deficit.
“I'msponsor-drivensoit’s
importantthatIimpressand
getoutthere,and athird year
with Tiger Risk’s support will
hopefully allow metodothat.”
Slaughter wasamultiple
classwinner in historicslast
year inan Ford Escort,and
will stepuptoaFiestaR5run
by the MSLteam.
“HistoricsisgreatbutI've
spentalotof timetherenow,
hesaid. “I'll always want to
drive Escorts, butthe R5cars
areasclosetothetopend of
therallying spectrumas you
cangetintermsof the

»

engineering, and now they are
availabletorally onthe BRC.
“Tomeit’saboutthebest
cars, thetechnology and being
abletodrivethem. It was
almostanobrainer whenIwas
decidingwhattodo.I've spent
alotof timehelpingMarty in
hiscareerbutitwillbeniceto
concentrate personally while
being Martin’s team-mate.”
Slaughter debuted the Fiesta
atthe Brands Hatch Stages
on Sunday as partof the
Motorsport News Circuit
Rally Championship (see
Rally Reports page 24) but
retired with gearbox issues.
@ Entriesforthe Alan Healy
Memorial Stages are now
open. Theeventon April 10
follows Anglesey (March 20)
aspartof the MN Circuit
Championship.

“Iattended a test day with the
car the day after Rally Spain,”
said Bustard, who narrowly
missed out on a factory drive with
the Vauxhall Motorsport Junior
Rally Team for the 2016 BRC.

“Just days before I went for the
test with Vauxhall, M-Sport offered
me an extremely competitive deal.
Then, following some talks at the
Autosport show, we managed to
agree on a package to compete
in both competitions.”

Having tested the car using
DMACK tyres, and tracked its
progress on the world stages,
the 2013 Junior 1000 Rally
Challenge Ireland champion
believes it can take him to wins
and podium finishes.

“My expectations are high,” he
said. “We can definitely fight at
the front of the R2 field in the car.”

DIRISH RALLYCROSS FACING UNCERTAIN FUTURE AT MONDELLO > > >PAGE27]



Rovanpera dominated B
Rally Sarma last month
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Kalle Rovanpera
Born: October 1,2000
February 2001: Aged four
months watches Harri win his
firstand only WRC round
January 2008: Starts driving
aToyota Starlet on a private
frozen lake

June 2013: First formal
competition in Latvia

2014: Starts four rounds of
Lavtian championship, one class
winin Citroen C2-R2 Max
2015:Three class wins from

six starts in Latvia

2016: Wins first two rounds of
Latvian championship in Skoda
Fabia S2000

27 i,

evenyearsago,
the World Rally
Championship

was stopped inits
tracks by aToyota.
AToyotadriven by
aneight-year-old.

Getit? Onemorethan seven:
eight. Still in primary school. Still
playing conkers. Stillfinding ways
toavoid eatinghis greensand
cleaninghisteeth.

In 2009, Kalle Rovanperastole the
show for a while. Everybody in the
service park was talkingabout what
Harri’sboy wasdoing. Once, that
was, asufficiently large cushion
hadbeen found for himtositon.

Then theKalle story seemed to
goaway. Everything went quite.
Kalle kept on pedaling, but without
the YouTube fanfare.

Now, he’sback. And he’sback
fasterand morefearlessthanever.

Inhistime away, the Starlet’s been
dropped in favour of a Citroen C2.
Andnow that’s been dropped in
favour of a Skoda Fabia S2000.

Anatural progression for any
budding15-year-old...

Headingback into YouTube, the
progression is obvious. More than
obvious. There’san onboard from the
secondround of thisyear’s Latvian
championship that takes the breath
away. Off the startline, the Fabia’s
banged up the gearbox, straight into
sixth and pretty much left there.

There’s the odd fifth, hereand
thereand a very occasional trip
tofourth, butotherwise, it’s top
and it’sabsolutely nailed.

Andhere’sthescarybit, there’s
nohintof amoment. Everything
iscompletely controlled.

Andhe’s15.

“Hehasareally good brain,”
sayshisfather Harri. “Hisbrain
isworking very, very fast. All the
timeheisahead inthinking what
heisdoing. Maybe this is why there
arenot many crashesfor him.He
isfast,butheisnotall thetime
bending many thingson the car.”

Notlongafterhewas12, he was
across the Baltic Seaand into
Latvaia-the proving ground for
the world’s fastest teenage
wannabe Harri Rovanperas.

Thelast two years have been spent
inthe C2-R2 Max, with plenty of class
wins and some top-10s overall in
Latvia. Butthisseason, it wastime
for former Rally Sweden winner

“I think he can

make it to the

top, he has the
speed”

HarrifRovanperal

Harritodigdeep into those Peugeot-
lined pockets from 15 years ago.

“He wasready for the change,”
says Rovanpera Sr, “ready for the
biggercar.”

Andhe wasready for the first
Latvian outing in the middle of last
month. He won Rally Aluksne by
more thanaminute. A week later was
thereal challenge Rallijs Sarma-a
two-dayer withmuch longer stages
and more serious competition.

“The powersteeringbroke on the
second stage,” says hisfather, “but
hestill won. He dropped one minute
with the powersteeringand won by
20seconds. Histime inthelast stage
wasreally good-he wasmore than
asecond per kilometre faster than
anybody in thelast 18-kilometre
stage. That was good.”

Watching Rovanpera Jratthe
wheel, hisnatural ability, control
and feel for the car is very clear.
What’s also clear is the voice of
RistoPietilainen-he’s co-driving
hissecond generation of Rovanpera.

“Kalleisreally workingon his
pacenotesnow,” says hisfather.
“Heknows thisisimportantand
thisisoneof themainthingsheis
practicingnow.”

You have visions of the 15-year-old
skippingschool todrive in anything
he canfindonafrozenlake.

That’snot the case.

“Hedrivesjust before therally,”
says Harri, “hemakesasmall

shakedown, if he’shappy with the
caritgoesonthetrailerready for
therally. Hehas otherthings, he’s
interested in. Rallyingisnot his
whole life, you know. That’s
importantas well, we still have a
lotto work on for the school.”

This week should have been the
biggesttest yet for world rallying’s
latest teenage sensation. He was
planninganentry on Rally Liepaja,
thebiggesteventin the Latvian
calendar-and the opening round
of thisyear’s European Rally
Championship. Unfortunately,
unseasonably warm weather forced
the postponement of the event.

“It would have been good to see
where Kalle was,” says Rovanpera.
“It would be interesting to know. For
now, we have tostay in Latviaand
keepdrivingthere. We could goto
Finland and compete, butit’s 1600cc
carsand front-wheel drive inthe
classforthe youngsters—Ithink
thisisnot Kalle’slevel any more.”

Whatisthatlevel? Harri wona
singleround of the world
championship, butremained at
thetop of the sportformore than
adecade. What can his boy do?

“It’'smaybealittle bitearly totalk
aboutthat,” hesays, “butIthink he
canmakethetop.Ithinkhehasthe
speed for that. His potential is very
good. Youknow, he went to Latvia
thisyearand cameupagainstthe
boysfrom Estonia, Lithuania and, of

course, Latviaand he beat them.

“Youknow when he came out
of thatlast stage onthelastrally,
Iwassayingtohim: “Hey Kalle,
calma, calma... why did you have
togosofast?” Buthesaid: ‘Tdidn’t
seethereasontoliftthe throttle.
Iwanttowin.””

Bigquestion is, how much
influence hasHarrihad in the car?

“I'hategoinginthe car,” hesays,
“hateit.Iamlikeall of thedrivers,
Ineverliketobe inthe co-driver’s
seat. Of course, when hefirst started
driving,I was able to give him some
ideasand we talked alot about what
the car wasdoing, but then he just
gotinanddrove. He has very good
feelingforthe car now, everything
is very natural for Kalle.

“Idid go inthe car for the test before
thelastrally. Hesaid tome: ‘OK, now
youcomefortherun.’Itoldhimno,
Ididn’t want to. Butheinsisted.
‘Comeon, getinthecar.’ OK, OK, so
Igointhe carand we makethetest
stageand everythingisreally fast.
ThenIsay: ‘Now we goback to
service, we can go slowly.’

“Hetold me, yes, no problem.

Then throttle is down, flat-out
again. Helikestoscareme.”

Kalle, unfortunately, wasn’t around
forthisinterview. No, no,he wasn’t
testing or rebuildingan engine. Or
inthe gym. Double maths scuppered
thatchat.

Kalle Rovanpera, gogoogle him.
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Drivers were put through #
their paces in Edinburgh [

HAPING THENEXT GENERATION OF STAR

Whenthe going gets tough, the MSA's hest drivers get the best training . By David Evans
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JTHERINE GRAINGER ROWING GYM

The Team UK drivers
went to learn at Knockhill

remember learning
about centrifugal
forceatschool. But
IneverthoughtI’dsee
itdemonstrated quite
sographically without
atest tube. Motorsport
News’ photographer Malcolm
Griffiths was pinned against
theinside of theleft-rear
window of a Peugeot spinning
wildly out of control.

Iwasatthe wheel. Oops.

Itwasn’treally my fault. Somebody
had lifted the rear wheels off the
ground and shoved some sort of
shoppingtrolley arrangement
underneath. Goingarounda corner
atanythingbeyond walking speed
inevitably ended up in further
investigation in classicaland
quantum mechanics: mefacing
forwards, then backwardslots
of timesand in quick succession.

Norbert Filippits isa very patient
man. He’s seen enough. He gets in
the passenger side and provides
perfect advice. Nomore spinning,
much more speed.

“Whatyouaredoinghere,”
says Filippits, “isexploringthe
friction circleand experiencing
thedifferences between lateral
andlongitudinal grip.”

Iknewthat.

Letmeintroduce Filippits alittle
moreformally He’sfrom Austriaand
he wears glasses. He also happens
tobeone of thebestdriversI'veever
hadtheprivilege of sittingnextto.
But you won’thave heard of him
inthe same way the wider world
hasn’theard of David Leadbetter.
Leadbetter makesholesinone
happen. Norbert takes the world’s

bestdrivers and makes them better.
This week’s allabout making good

great, creatingelite out of excellence.

Team UK is the cream of the MSA
Academy and Britain’s governing
body has delved into the coffersto
putsome of thebestcoachesand
coachingfacilitiesat the disposal
of our most promisingrally and
racingdrivers.

Elite Sports Performance (ESP)
putstheinfrastructure in place for
the Academy and providesall
aspects of training including
in-depth work on all aspects of
human performance, physiology,
nutrition, hydration and some
fascinating psychological-analysis.

ESP isrun by 2001 World Rally
champion co-driver Robert Reid. It
wasthe Scotand former Formula 1
driver and Le Mans winner Alex
Wurz who got together to provide
the FTIA with its Young Driver
Excellence Academy, graduates
including Andreas Mikkelsen,
Stoffel Vandoorne and Alex Rossi.

For thefirsttime, Wurz’s company
Testand Training International
hasarrived on these shoresto
impartsome of itsknowledge on
Britain’sshiningstars.

Forthefirsttime, thetheory’s
beingputinto practice. Not just yet,
though. Before Filippits hands out
thekeysto ESP’sfleet of V6Lexus
lined up at Knockhill, there’s some
beastingtobedone.

Andthe University of Edinburgh’s
theplacetodoit. How can you fail
tobeinspired, working in the
Katherine Grainger Rowing Gym?

MSA Academy manager Greg
Symesiskeentopush thisside of
things. “We’re creatinganelite

environment for Team UK,” he says.
“Thesearethe guysatthetopof the
programme -the ones with the best
shotat Formula 1and the World Rally
Championship. The MSA’s investing
alotinthesedrivers.”

Itcertainly is. Coachingfeesalone
runintotens of thousands, but
that’snotall focused on the dozen or
soatthetopof thetree. There’sa
drip-down effect from Team UK
down into the Academy Squad
(which includes a pool of 30drivers
from which future Team UK drivers
are pulled)and the performance
master classes which provide an
introduction to the work of the
Academytodriversasyoungas14.

Allof thisisabigleapfromthe
MSA Rally Elite, originally formed
in 2005 and followed two years later
by Racing Elite.

“We’ve comealong way,” admits
Reid. “What wenow have isamuch
wider approach totrainingand
development, goingfrom grassroots
rightuptothetopof the sport with
guyslike Elfyn [Evans, M-Sport
World Rally Team driver] and
Alex [Lynn, Williams F1
development driver].”

“We are
exploring
the friction
circle” £

N oot 1\ qr--,.

One of ESP’skey developmentsin
recent yearsisthe introduction of
Insights Discovery,a psychological
profiling programme which uses
principlesfirst introduced by Swiss
psychologist Carl Gustav Jung.

Iwasdeeply suspicious of how
this could possibly get Evans closer
to Sebastien Ogier or helpa GP2
driver shave a tenth off alap time.
Nevertheless, I went through the
detailed questionnaire online
and submitted my responses.

Reid’s partner in ESP, Brian
Cameron assuresmethereare
norightor wronganswers. Yeah,
I'veheard thatbefore...

“Have youbeen honest?” says
Cameron, eyes narrowing.

Of course. AndIreally have.I'm
asinterested asanybody tofind out
what Jung would have made of me.
TurnsoutI’'mapurplereformer.I'm
intolerant, abrasive, anti-social and
lacking in diplomacy. Sounds about
right. Equally,I’'m an intellectual
performer whomaintainsand
demands high standards while
remaining task-focused.

ShallIrepeatthatlastbit?Ilikethe
sound of that. Cameron handsmea
38-page guidetomyself viaInsights
Discovery. Obviously I'mfartoo
impatient toread, sohetakesme
through the highlights. And shows
methat, actually; thisisn’tall about
me. It’sabouthow I interact with
others. Insights Discovery colour

codes people. Hence me being purple.

GP3racer Matt Parry’sred.
“I'mdemanding,” says Parry.
“My engineer’s blue. We both did
the profileand it really helped our
workingrelationship. For example,
helikesagood track walk.I'm happy

todothat, buthe wanted somuch
detail from it. Now Iunderstand
why, hisresults showed himto

be very data-driven and really
analytical. Igetthatnow.Igethim
andthat’shelped usto geteven
moreoutof eachother.”

ESP’sdevelopingaprogramme
for the commercial world outside of
motorsportand the potential benefits
tocommerce in both the privateand
publicsector areblindingly obvious.

Butfornow, it’'sback to the track.
Castor-car done, Filippitslines up
asetof conesand abrakingtest.
Someof thedriversarealittle
surprised by such triviality.

Notforlong. Filippits translates
everythingthey’vedoneinthe
classroom and bringsit tolifein
anevery day car and analmost
every day situation. Of course there
aresome big drifts, notleast from
Junior WRC star Osian Pryce and
hismuddy colleague ChrisIngram.

Ben Barnicoat gets it.

“The weight transfer work we did
in the slalom wasreally good,” he
says. “If I'm going into a corner this
year and struggling with the change
of direction, I'll think back to what
Norberthastaughtus here. We’'re
notabouttofind asecond alap here,
butthe Academy gives us somuch.
From simple stuff like making
surethere’saresistance band in
ourbagincasethere’snogymat
the hotel to going up climbing walls
todemonstrate a freer way of
thinkingand moving. Thedriving
sideistheicingonthecake.”

The MSA’'s commitment todriving
future talent forwards has never
been stronger and, thanks to ESP, it’s
deliveringon every level possible. l
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British ace is after a second world title, and believes Honda can help. By Rob Ladbrook

t’sbeenawhilesince
RobHuff had this
feeling. Almost four
yearsinfact. That
feeling of thingsbeing
exactly asthey should
be. Havingall the chance
in the world to fulfil expectations—
that feeling of beingathome.

Huff hasn’thad thatsince 2012, when
helined up on the FIA World Touring
Car Championship grid for the opening
round inan RML-prepared factory
Chevrolet Cruze. He was certain then
that he could be the world champion, and
hedid it. Butsince then those expectations
havehadtobetempered. Untilnow.

Following Chevrolet’s withdrawal
fromthe WTCC after Huff s title-
winningyear the Cambridge-born
man hasbeen bounded around. From a
privateer SEAT Leon run by Munnich
Motorsport, toadevelopingfactory
Lada Granta and then the fledgling
Vestamodel. None truly had the
potential, or the backing, todeliver the
second title Huff craves sobadly.

Now though, Huff reckons he
hasthatfeelingagain. Thisyear
the 36-year-old moves to Honda factory
outfit JAS Motorsporttohandlea
Civic WTCC, and it’sa chancehe’s
been waitingfor.

“I'haven’tbeen this excited about
motorsportsincel wonthe WTCC title
backin 2012,” says Huff. “Ifeellike I'm
goingback tothetypeof teamIhadin
the Chevrolet glory days. Absolutely no
disrespect toLadaas they looked after
me brilliantly for the last two years, but
JAShasthat historyand that pedigree.

“I'haven’thad that samelevel
of supportfromateamanda
manufacturer since Chevrolet left,
andIknowI’llgetthatnowandthat’sa
hugely exciting prospect. Iput JAS in
thesameleagueas RML interms of
their capabilities. This deal really
lightsmyfiretosucceed again.”

Huff’s move to Honda looks simple
on paper, buthas comeabout through
acombination of hard work anear-
perfect timing. Huff sealedadeal to
joinJAStocontestthe TCR series
racethat supportedlast year’s Macau
Grand Prix. It wasaslot usually
occupied by the WTCCbut with
Qatarjoiningthe series the world
championship stepped aside.

“Iwas gutted when the WTCCleft
out Macau asit’smy favourite track,”
says Huff. “Ioriginally made contact
with JAS when Hondafirstentered
the WT'CCin2012,butatthetimel
was committed to other manufacturers
and other projects, butIwas onthe
team’sradar.

“Knowing TCR wasrunningat
Macaulasked if Icould drive one of
itscarsand we struck adeal. Then the
WTCCfinale at Qatar clashed sothe
dealfell apart. Buta calendar shuffle
putthe WT'CCrace afew days after
Macau, solimmediately went up to
JAS’struck and banged on the door to
see if we could getthe deal back on. We
didandIraced with the team at Macau
inthe TCR Civic, butIneveratthat
point thought it would gofurther.”

Onemonthlater Honda announced

Honda’s Michelisz (left) and Huif

that it was parting company with 2009
WTCC champion Gabriele Tarquini.
Oncethatnews was out, Huff spotted
an opportunity. “The motorsport
rumour mills will say this deal was
done way beforeIeven satinthe TCR
carfor Macau, butithonestly wasn’t,”
heexplains. “AssoonasTheard
Gabriele wasleavingIgotonthe
phonebecauseIsaw an opportunity.
I'vealways prided myself onnever
steppingon people’stoes in this sport
and stealingajob from another driver.
ButonceIknew there wasagenuine
open chanceI knew it was one I wanted.”

Thecall was placed and the deal was
struck. Huff was in,alongside Tiago
Monteiroand third driver Norbert
Michelisz. It’'sanew start of sortsfor
Huff,and he says the feelinghe got
from hisfirsttestinthe WT'CC Civic
confirmed the move was theright one.

“Itested the carforthefirsttimeat
Jerezrecently and it wasnight and day
different to whatI had before,” he
explains. “When youdroveaLada
down thepitlanetojointhetrack there
was always something unusual going
on, something yougot usedtoor
adapted to. But when you drive the
Civicitgives you 100 per cent
confidence straight away; it is so
solid. You get thefeelingitisavery
well designed, well thought-outand
well engineered car.

“My time at Lada was great, but quite
mixed, and Ithink it comes down tothe
focus of the company. The head of Lada
hasotherbusiness interests outside
of motorsport, whereas ateamlike
JASlivesand breathes motorsportonly,
itisthemainbusiness and theirmain
ethos, and thatreflects in the car and
the way the team works.

“Fromracingagainstthe Civiclast
year Iknow how good it is.It’snosecret
thatit’shardtoovertakeinthe WTCC
with themodern cars. We have 400bhp
andalot of aerodynamics now,soit’s
tough, but if you were chasinga Civic
you could seetheadvantagesithas. It
hasexcellent traction and the low-rev
driveability is brilliant. Itisalso very
stableandjust hasthatlittle bitextra
inevery areathat the Ladadidn’t
quitehave.”

Huff hashad two difficult seasons
with the Russianfactory Lada Sport
Rosneftteam, finishing 10th in the
points both years—hislowest WTCC
finishes since 2006. Despite the
struggles there were highlights. Huff
took Lada’s first WT'CC podium in
the 2014 Granta by finishing second
in Argentina, before snatchingtwo
race wins—inBeijingand Macau
respectively. The arrival of thenew
Vesta WT'CClast year promised much,
but couldn’tmatch the might of the
Citroen C-Elysees that dominated the
championship (seesidebar).

Citroenisnowleavingtheseries
after onefinal season this year, with
the French firm focusing on its World
Rally Championship programme and
arejuvenated attack withanew
C3WRC{from2017.

Huff knows that with Citroen gone,
there isan opportunity foranew
manufacturertotakeitsturninthe

Huffraced LadaVestalast year

Huff tested the JAS-run

Civic at Jerez recently
sun. He isconvinced Honda’s time
willcome.

“ThemovetoHondaispartof a
longer-termplan,” Huff explains.
“Citroenleavingthe WT'CCisn’ta
terrible thing. It was great that it
came in because we needed that third
manufacturer for the good of the
championship and Citroen has done
anamazingjob-the car, the team and
thebudget they putaround ithasbeen
nothingshort of phenomenal. But,
ultimately, they built the car toofast.
“People could say thatabout us

with the RML Chevrolets too, but we
managed itand only ever just won,
weneverranaway with iteveryrace.
Fornew manufacturerscominginit’s
hard tolook past Citroen destroying
everybody, as they have smashed
everyonetobits with that car. But with
Citroenleavingand Volvo comingin
[with a pair of Polestar-run S60s]1

think the WTCC will be back to its best
from 2017.It willbe as strongasitever
hasbeen.

“Citroenisstill runningfive cars this
year [two works and three customer], so
thefirstseason with Honda will be
tough, butIseeagilded opportunity for
aP3thisyearand firmly believe Honda
willhave it. The ultimate goal is to
spend this year working with the team,
developingthe car and then attack the
serieshead-on and win in 2017.

“Everybody has their time. Chevrolet
had it, but before Chevorlet it was BMW
and SEAT, and Citroen ishavingits
timenow. There’snoreason 2017 can’t
bethestartof Honda’stime.

“I'mnotsatisfied with just one world
title—I'dlove atleast three more! That
mightbeabitambitious, butI know
I'mintherightplacetogivemethe
best chance tofight for the world
championshipagain.” l

HUFFY’SWTCC HIGHLIGHTS

2005: Huff joins the RML-run 2006:"
Chevrolet factory team to campaign the top
a Lacetti for his World Touring inthe C
Car Championship debut having guides
graduated from the British Touring BMW'
Car Championship. He takes a best only C
finish of sixth at the Mexican round at Wor
and finishes 21stin the points. level.

Debut came

back in 2005 e—
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results across his two
seasons with the Lada
factory team, Huff has
been quick to thank the
squad for its efforts.

The British ace secured
both Lada’s first ever
WTCC podium finish
and alsoitsfirstrace
wins with the Granta
TC1 during his maiden
campaign with the
Russian team in 2014.
The arrival of the new
Vesta WTCC for 2015
promised a new start,
but couldn’t deliver the
same sort of results.
However, Huff says
the Vesta was more
consistentand with alot
of potential.

“My time with Lada
was particularly
enjoyable and the team
was great,” says Huff.
“With the Granta we
were very opportunistic
and had some great
moments because of
that. It wasn’t the
quickest car around, but
we used the situations
well to get results.

“It was always about
aiming for that P9-10
slot in qualifying because
that would get you the
front row for the second
race. We got afew
chances that way and
when they came along
we took them.

“Scoring the first
podiumin Argentina was
special, but the first win
in Beijing was emotional.
That track was so tight
and twisty that

2008: With BMW in decline, the
championship boiled down to afight
between SEAT and Chevrolet. Despite
losing ground in the title chase with two
retirements in the first round, Huff battles
backto finish third in the points with four
podiums and two race wins. Yvan Muller
takes the title for SEAT.

[he breakthrough victory in
flight comes during race two
>zech Republic when Huff
his Lacetti home ahead of

s Andy Priaulx at Brno. It was
1evrolet’s second-ever win

d Touring Car Championship

Breakthréugh win in 2006

2011: Oddly Huff's most successful
season interms of race wins came in
the year he didn’t win the championship.
Hufftook a total of eight victories in
2011 as Chevrolet dominated the
series. Muller matched Huff's

winning record and stole the title by
justthree points.

2012: This was it, this was the biggest
year of Huff's career. Determined
notto letthe title escape like it had the
previous season, Huff scored five race
wins and greatly improved his
consistency, only failing to finish on the
podiumin one round and he sealed the
silverware.

2013: Following Chevrolet's withdrawal,
huff salvages a seat with the Munnich
Motorsportteamto race its privateer
SEAT Leon. The year does yield two race
wins, but the car ultimately can't match
the pace of the RML's ex-works Chevrolet
Cruzes. Muller takes the title with double
Huff's points tally in fourth place.

Muller (1) and |
Huff in 2011
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The Lada Granta scored two race wins in its life

Huff’s Lada adventure

Despitethedisappointing overtaking was virtually

impossible so I managed
tostartat the frontand
stay there.

“When it came tolast
year, if youlook at the
overall points we scored a
lot more with the Vesta
TC1, but not the marquee
results. With the Granta
we’d get one great finish
and then be out of the
points alot. The Vesta
was more consistently in
the points and better to
drive, butif anything
perhapsit wasmadea
little too fast to take
advantage of the
opportunitiesin the
same way.

“It was quicker than the
Granta, which meant
qualifying fifth or sixth,
meaning you started both
races with the much
quicker Citroens either
ahead or immediately
behind. That made the
weekends tougher.”

Hulff also had his
troubles with the Vesta.
He was fortunate to
escape injuryinahuge
accident during testing at
the Hungaroring when
his suspension failed at
110mph. The car was
then blighted with
further teethingissues.

“Things like that
[suspension failure]
don’t fill you with
confidence and they
stay in the back of your
mind,” adds Huff.

“Last year was a
difficult season, but I
still loved my time
with the Lada team.”

2014: Huff's relationship with
Lada begins and the Briton finds
his way back into a factory seat,
albeit not a front-running one. Huff
does score the Russian marque's
first podium finish and race wins
on his way to finish in 10th position
inthe points.

VV;)rld title glory- in 2012
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Eurostar car
took two poles

t’snosecretthatthe

pressureisonfor

TF Sport this year.

The2015season waslike

acomingof agefor Tom

Ferrier’steam. TFhas

been abit of asleeping
giantinrecent British GT seasons,
but truly awakened toward the end
of lastyear.

Two consecutive pole positions
and a breakthroughrace victory
courtesy of Matt Bell and Derek
Johnston in the season finale at
Donington Park meant the team’s
twin Aston Martin Vantage GT3s
ended the year as the machines
tobeat.

How does TF go one better for
this year? Simple: it hires both the
currentchampion prodriveranda
former onetooccupy its two cars.

Jonathan Adam’sarrival alongside
Johnston in thefirst Vantage GT3
signals clear intent from TF. He’s one
of thehottest GT3 propertiesaround
and,asan AMR worksdriver,
cementsthe growingrelationship
between the team and the Aston
Martin Racingfactory, something
that will be key to TF fighting for
this year’schampionship.

Inthesecond caris2008 British
champion Jon Barnes, partnering
Mark Farmer. Together the team
boastsarguably its strongest driver
pairingstodate. Not bad forasquad
thatmorphed outof arather
short-lived GT enterprise.

TF Sporthasan interesting story
aboutitsfoundations. Ferrier wasa
successful GT racer himself, having

progressed out of touringcars, buthe

was keen to tackle the business side
of thesport.Inlate2010 Ferrier got
together with former Renault Clio
Cup champion Danny Buxton and
team owner Piers Masaratitoform
the Scuderia Vittoria concern. It was
thestartof Ferrier’stransition from
drivertoteam owner.
“Itwasstrangeatfirst,” says
Ferrier. “The chance todo something
different as partof Scuderia Vittoria
with two great friends wasreally
exciting. Suddenly we had this
Ferrari458 GT3and agreatdriver
pairingin Charles Bateman and
Michael Lyons for British GT. So
wewererightinatthedeependbut
with theright people behind it.
“Wehad agreat season. We won
tworacesandfinished third inthe
championship in 2011, but it soon
became clear the three of us wanted
tofocus ondifferentareas.”
Scuderia Vittoria continued in
British GT for the 2012 season, before
its GT arm wasdisbanded and the
assetsdivided between the three
founders. Buxton continued the team
inthe Clio Cup team untilmid-2015,
when SV pulled out of the series.
Ferrier got theteam’soriginal

premises in Salfords, Surrey in the
divide,and was determined to
continue in GTracing. That’s

when he met businessman and keen
amateurracer Paul Bailey. A deal
was struck for Ferrier torun Bailey’s
Ferrari430 GT2in Britcarfor2013-
stillunderthe SVname-butthe
planhitaverylatesnag.

“We were testing the Wednesday
before thefirstraceat Donington
ParkwhenIhadaruninthe430and
theengine blew up!” says Ferrier.
“Weneeded anew car and fast, so
Paul called Aston Martin asthey
wererelatively localand boughta
new Vantage GT3. Wehad it by the
weekend and that started our
relationship with AMR.

“It wasa step-change going from
running Ferraristo Astonsasthe
tooling was different, but mostly it
was the change inrelations—who you
order the partsfrom, who tospeak to
fortechnical advice. We’ve built that
relationship over thelastfew years.
Wewenton tofinish second overall in
the championship in 2013 with Paul
and Andy Schulzinthecar.”

Armed with anew marque of
car and anew opportunity, Ferrier
rebranded the team as TF Sport
and entered Bailey and Schulz
into British GT3in 2014 under
the Horsepower Racing banner —
Bailey’s own company name. TF
did run a customer Vantage GT4 for
Andrew Jarman and Devon Modell
too. It proved alearning season,
with Bailey/Schulzscoringjust
seven points, but Modell and
Jarman just missed the GT4 title,

2 finishingsecond overall.

Photos: Jakob Ebre

Ferrier started off running the Scuderia Vittoria Ferrari

Regardless of theendresult,
Ferrier wasbuoyed with whathe
saw and took the plunge to establish
the team further for 2015. Heleased
two Vantage GT3sfrom Bailey and
attacked British GT head-on.

Derek Johnston and Matt Bell
finished fifth in the points with
thatall-important maiden win for
TF, whilethesister car of Andrew
Jarman and Jody Fannin scored
two late-season pole positions,
and cemented a TF one-two inthe
Doningtonfinale.

“Theteamhasbeen asnowball,”
says Ferrier. “Since goingoutonmy
ownandbuyingatruck togowith the
0ld SV premises, things have taken
off. We had some success in Britcar,
which got us known, but what we
achieved in British GT last season
wasreally beyond expectations.

“It was a different challenge going
fromracing myself to managing
my own team. Youlook atrace
weekends in a different way. It’s far
easier beingadriver as youjust
turnup, race, then gohome. But it’s
far more fulfillingrunning ateam
Ifind. You have to worry about the
logistics of getting cars where
they need to be and in the state of
preparation they need to be, about
gettingtheright staff attracksand
doing what they should, and I also
enjoy the business side of the sport.

“AtfirstIdid misstheracing, but
thisnew challenge isso greatthatI
don’tyearnto getinacaranymore.
Thepit wall isa hugely excitingplace
because you know how much work
went intojust get that car ontothe
grid, with your guys workingall the

Reigning British GT champion Jonathan Adam ready to make a hit of history with his new team

Jonny Adam is relishing the
chance to defend his British GT
title this season, and could
become the first driver ever to
successfully claim back-to-back
GT3 crowns with different teams.
Adam has left the shelter of the
Beecndean AMR team, and
co-driver Andrew Howard, after a
five-year partnership which
culminated in GT3 titles in both
2013 and 2015 for the team. Now
Adam faces anew challenge with

TF Sport, and he’s raring to go.

“I’'mlooking forward to this
year perhaps more than any other
becauseit’s anew challenge butin
afamiliar environment,” says the
Scotsman. “I haven’t tested with
TF yet, but I know the level the
teamis at fromracing against
them andit’s exciting to bring my
bank of knowledge to the team
and we can try new things
together to try and grow and
improve.

“Derek [Johnston, co-driver] is
also ata greatlevel so I know we’ll
bein the fight for the
championship. He now
understands how British GT
works. Youdon’t have to win
every race and fight for every last
point, it’s about stringing the
results together to put yourself in
agood position in the points come
the end of the year. You have to
play the long game as nobody
remembers how many races you

won in a season, they just
remember if you won the
championship.

“This year will be really tough,
especially with the new
generation of GT3 cars comingin
—many of which have been built
around the Pirelli tyres we’ll use
this year. ButI've driven the
Vantage GT3 for five years now
and hopefully TF, Derek and I will
all come together quickly to be
right there from the start.”

hours God gave and giving theirall.
Itdrives youonand it getsemotional
when you getagood result.”
TFisstillone of the smallerteams
onthe GT3gridtoo. Ferrier only
employs two full-time staff —the
same number as when the team first
started, with chief engineer Chris
Gregory and number one mechanic
Ben Spearing running the workshop.
Ferrierhasaselect group of contract
staff and engineerstoensurethecars
runsmoothly onrace weekends. The
team totals 14 staff typically.
“GT3carsaren’t massively
complex torun, especially notthe
Vantagesas AMR buildsthemto
essentially be turn-key race cars,”
explains Ferrier. “But what the team
hastodoisgetthebestoutof the
package. It’sabout helping drivers
feel comfortable. We worked so hard
ontheset-up across thelast year, to
find thingslike thatlittle bitmore
stability under braking, or that
suspension setting that stops the car
breakingaway under power mid-
corner. Once you find that balance to
givedrivers confidence the results
will come. That’s what we saw toward
theend of last year and we need to
take thattothenextlevel thisseason.
“Having somebody like Jonny
[Adam]with usbringsahugelevel of
experience and opens the door forus
towork closer with AMR. And we get
thatbit of insider knowledge now
thatmakesall the difference.
“Thisis our biggest year yet, and
thereisapressure that comes with
running two champions. ButI'm
convinced we’re equipped to deal
with that.”m

Adam is raring to goin 2016
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Rising star chooses GP3 for next stage of his career. By Stephen Lickorish

ﬁ corny N

Hughes raced in
FR 2.0 last year

l.

or any young
driver climbing
thesingle-seater
career ladder,
choosingthe
correctnext
stepisoftena

difficult decision.

Jake Hughes is onedriver who
faced that decision over the winter.
Hetested carsfrom several
categories including GP3, Formula
V83.5and Formula3to get a feel for
hisoptions. But when it came down
tochoosingonehetook itright back
tobasics.

“Tonlyreally considered GP3and
FV83.5,” says Hughes. “Someone
asked me which championshipI
would rather be champion in—-as
that’stheaim, ’'mnotheretojust
playapart. The simple answerisI
wanted tobe champion in GP3.1t
hasgot the connection to F1and the
strength of thedriversthis year
would probably bring more kudos.”

Sothat’stheseriesthe21-year-old
willberacing inthisseason. Hehas
justjoined DAMS, as the multi-
championship winning GP2and
FormulaRenault 3.5 outfitenters
the category for thefirst time.

Hughes considered anumber of
otherteams with previous
experience of GP3, including Arden
and Koiranen GP in the post-season
AbuDhabi test, but opted for DAMS.

“DAMS’ record speaks for itself,”
says Hughes. “I tested for several
teams in AbuDhabi, which had their
pluses, but the plus of DAMS isthey
have somany clever people there who

Aitken will drive for Arden

E

have experience of winning. It’s
goingtobedifficultasit’sgoingto
bethe strongest grid GP3hasever
had.Ilikeachallengeso it would
be greattocomeoutontop.”

One of thedrivers Hughes will be
upagainstthisseason ishis good
friend and Formula Renault nemesis
Jack Aitken (seesidebar). Hughes
narrowly missed outon both the
Eurocupand ALPStitlesto Aitken
last year when the pair were team-
matesat Koiranenand islookingto
getrevenge in 2016.

“Jack andIarereally good mates,”
says Hughes. “Ontop of that we
massively respecteach otheras
racingdrivers. Even when one of
uswas quickerlast year it was by
nomorethanatenth, it’sthatclose.”

Hughesended upsecond inthe
ALPS points, justfive behind Aitken,
while hefinished sixth in the Eurocup
afteradifficultend to both seasons
havingstarred in the early stages.

“Themain disappointment was
the ALPStitleasIlostitinthe very
lastrace,” hesays. “Wehad areally
great year and had lots of wins,
podiumsand poles. But we had some
problems with the car at the end of
the year, whichmight’ve cost me at
least one of the championships.

“Anything could’ve happened so
I’'mnotgoingtosay Iwould’ve
definitely won them without the
problems, butIwould’ve challenged.
Wehadabigbreak inthe summer
and then it wasreally busy in
Septemberso wedidn’thave the
chancetosortthe problem.”

Despite thefrustration of missing

outon both titles, Hughes is still
confidentfor the year ahead: “It was
disappointingthatthefinishing
positionsdidn’t show what we did
duringthe yearbutitdoesn’t give me
any doubtsfor this year. Iknow I have
thepaceasIwasquickineverything
Itested this winter. Thad good
team-mates too with good teams.

“Every single yearI'vehad agood
carI've been capable of winning
the championship. Thavenodoubt
T’llbe challenging this yeartoo.”

Hughes has proved he can win
championships inthepast, as
demonstrated in2013 when he
stormed to the inaugural BRDC
Formula4title. He won by 45 points,
beatingdrivers such as Seb Morris
and Charlie Robertson.

Thatled toamove into Europe in
the Formula Renault NEC series, but
hehadan “upanddown” yearashe
gottogrips with the car, while also
makingabrief foray into GT racing
asaBMW juniordriver.

Now Hughesismovingintothe
nextstage of his career,andis
excited aboutracingalongside F1.

“It’smegatoberacingonthe same
billas F'1,” he says. “Untilnow the
biggestrace weekend I've been part
of wasthe DTM round at Brands
Hatch in 2013 [when BRDC F4 formed
partof itsundercard]. At Flraces
youget80,000t0 200,000 fans and I
know not everyone staystowatch
the GP3but it willbe great.”

He’llnow be hoping fora
successful year to prove hislatest
move up the single-seater ladder
isthe correctone.®
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Aitken (1) and Hughes will
race again in GP3 (above)

Formula Renault rival Aitken joins Hughes in GP3 as British rising stars invade F1 support category

Jake Hughesisn’t the only rising
British starto decide to switch to
GP3this year. His Formula Renault
rival Jack Aitken isjoiningtoo, and
even took to Twitter when it came to
deciding on his future.

Aitken polled his followers,
asking whether he should opt for
GP3or FV83.5—-and it was GP3that
proved more popular.

“It wasjust abit of fun, there were

alot of otherfactorsin makingthe
final decision,” says Aitken. “But
it was interestingto see that GP3
came out on top anyway.

“It’son the F1 programme and I
was really surprised by the amount
of reactionIhad on social media
when the press release went up. I
think GP3’s following is a lot bigger
than many people think.”

Aitken saysthe quality of the

drivers announced for GP3 so far
was akey factor in him choosing
the series.

“It’simportant torace against
high quality drivers so that you
keepimproving,” he says. “There’s
alsoanew car comingin, which is
abitof aleveller and gives arookie
abetter chance of winning.

“There are alot of Formula
Renault driverslooking for a bit

more of astepupthan F3,and GP3
hasbecome areally good option
with Renault pulling out of 3.5.”

Aitken and Hughes aren’t the only
Britsalready confirmed as GP3
drivers this year. Matt Parry — who
finished eighth in 2015 -will again
drive for Koiranen, while Jake
Dennis will be one of Aitken’s
team-mates after making the
switch from European F3.

Photos: LAT



24 FEBRUARY 3 2016 motorsport-news.co.uk

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

OTORSPORT

EWS

-

I:IHI:lIIT RALLY

CHAMPIONSHIP

in association with MISVR

TField was tidy in difficult conditions for podium spot

GJM Brands Hatch Stages
ByJackBenyon

Organiser: Chelmsford Motor Club

When: January 31 Where: Brands Hatch, Kent
Championship: Motorsport News Circuit Rally
Championship; AEMC; ASEMC; ACSMC Starters: 99
Stages: 8

An outstanding
performance on awet and
oily track by Chris West gave
the iconic Peugeot 306 Maxi
apopularwin onthe GIM
Brands Hatch Stages, as
Ashley Field continued his
strong push towards the
inaugural Motorsport News
Circuit Rally Championship.

Arecurringtheme in the
championship this year has
been tyre choice, and nothing
made that more difficult than
anoutbreak of rainearly on
Sunday morning. Those on
wets soon had an added benefit
though, asoillaid down on the
track - the viscous fluid could
visibly be seen on almost every
corner of the Kent venue by the
end of stage two-madethe
conditions treacherous.

But before the conditions
could play a part, technical
gremlins intervened for one
of the frontrunners. Number
one seed and previous event
winner Jeremy Straker had an
electrical fault which meant
his Darrian waslate to the start,
incurringa 30s penalty. His day
was turned into an extended
testat the end of stagetwo
thankstoaloose water pipe.

It was West and Field who laid
down the benchmark on the

first stage in Straker’s absence,
with the front-wheel-drive
Peugeot and rear-wheel-drive
Darrian cancellingout the
tricky circuit with times two
seconds quicker than Ford
Focus WRC driver Nigel
Mummery in an ex-Markko
Martin car. Incredibly, the
single-venue event boasted two
ex-Martin Focuses, as 2014
BTRDA champion Steve Perez
was out in his Corsica-and
Catalunya-winning car.
However, Perez was struggling
early on with what he believed
tobe aset of expiredtyres,
leavinghim down in 11th on
thefirst test. Joined by son
Seb, Perez was promoted to
thefirst car onthe road after
Straker was curtailed.

The second test proved the
wettest of the day, and the crews
struggled through the famous
sweeping bends like Graham
Hill and in the simulated
hairpins set out for the event.

Despite somany powerful
four-wheel drives taking part,
Anthony Robinson blew
everyone away to set the fastest
time on stage two—in a Renault
Clio. The similar Cup car
of Steve Quigley, whichisa
regular in the championship,
was third with Johnnie Ellis’s
Subaru sandwiched between.

Asthethird test wasdue to
getunderway, there was a
sharp sound in the service park
which could only be adamaged
gearbox, putting one of the most
intriguingentries out. The day

before therally got underway
historicrally ace James
Slaughter had unveiled his
Ford FiestaR5in a striking
Tigerlivery for the British
Rally Championship, with the
Sunday event scheduled as a
test. Itdidn’t quite go to plan
on thefirsttwo stages and the
gearbox proved the end of a
dismal day. European
championshipregular Marty
McCormack was in the
co-driver’s seat for just the
second time in his career.
Normality resumed on stages
three and four following the
giant-killing escapades of the
mighty Clios as West again
went quickest to extend his lead
margin to eight seconds over
Field, who was struggling with
understeer and getting the
Millington-powered Darrian
tolay some of its might onto
the soaking Tarmac.
With a second placed time
on stage four, Field’s closest
MN Circuit Championship
contender James Sharrock
was still in the running, 17s
down on West in his Ford
Escort Mk 2 —alsorunning
aMillington powerplant.
Stage four ended the
second loop, which may have
confused regular visitors to
Brands Hatch as it was run
anti-clockwise around the
former British GP circuit.
With the track drying after the
lunchbreak, the focus switched
tothelead battle and whether
Field’s Darrian-which has

dominated events in the dry in
the past-could reel in West.

Butthe Maxiand its crew were
onsong. A time three seconds
better than Field on SS5 gave
them 11s of breathingroom,
and the two tied on the next
run through tomaintain the
same gap.

Afterthat, itallfell apart for
Field, who stalled at the start
of SS7.Herecovered tofinish
24s down on West —and, vitally;,
held off championship rival
Sharrock in third overall.

The front-running order
wasn’t due tochange as the top
cars completed SS8, but the
stage was cancelled halfway
through when Jade Paveley
puther Subaru up on its side
after clipping the Armco at the
circuit’s pitentry. The crew —
with Sarah Alys Edwards
co-driving - has been one of
the highlights of the
championship’sfirst season,
usually cutting their seeding in
half intheir Impreza. They had
been running 25th after being
seeded 60th.

West was obviously delighted
tohold off Field-who still
hasn’t won an outright round of
the championship despite being
the quickest car on more than
one occasion. He will be looking
tothenextround at Anglesey
in March toright that wrong.
Sharrock ended a brilliant day
asfirst Escort home in third,
with arecovering Steve Perez
fourth and Steve Quigley a very
impressive fifth.

With Class A pacesetterand
Vauxhall Corsadriver Joe
Cunningham electing to use
the Brands round as his dropped
score, it was left forthe Nova

of Christopher and Anthony
Newton to take up the class-
leading honours. They led home
the underpowered Micra of
Matt and Suze Endean by over
three minutes.

Class B should have been
dominated by the well-liked duo of
Paul Sheard and Steve Hallmark,
but the Michelin Cup winners from
the previous round had a sensor
fail, which cruelly ruled them out
after two difficult events at Croft
and Rockingham. Instead, Benand
Mike Dawson took up the mantle in
their Ford Escort, ahead of the
Honda Civic of Tony Michael and
Paul Barrett.

Class Cwentto overall winner
Chris West, while Class D went
toField. Aseventsand the
championship can run different
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West was spectacular in
his Peugeot 306 Maxi

CLASS ROUND-UP

class names, the event went with
ClassE (orrather D2 inthe MN
Circuit Championship). That was
headed by the Perez father-and-
sonteam.

Result

1 Chris West/ Steve McNulty (Peugeot 306 Maxi)
40m12s; 2 Ashley Field/Ryan Vickers (Darrian T30
GTR+) +35s; 3 James Sharrock/Stuart Faulds
(Ford Escort Mk2) +50s; 4 Steve Perez/Seb Perez
(Ford Focus WRC)+1m06s; 5 Steve Quigley/Tom
Hutchings (Renault Clio 172 Cup) +1m34s;

6 Paul Diamond/Andy Hollingham (Escort Mk2)
+1mA2s; T Stuart Cogger/Ade Summers (Escort
Mk2) +1m¥56s; 8 Stephen Tilburn/Jack Benjamin
Tilburn (Escort RS2500) +2m?29s; 9 lan
Hucklebridge/ Gary Johnson (Escort) +2m29s;

10 Anthony Robinson/Phil Clarke (Renault Clio)
+2m38s; 11 John Legg/Dave Parsons (Escort RS);
12 Alex Cannon/Ray Keith (Subaru Impreza);

13 Lee Earthy/Louise Earthy (Mitsubishi Lancer
E7); 14 Steve Beck/Paul Brown (Escort);

15 Stuart Gilks/ Michael Boyns (Talbot Sunbeam);
16 Tim Mewett/Alan Carfrae (Escort Mk 2);

17 Russell Davies/Andy Tomlinson (Vauxhall Astra
F2); 18 Roland Brown/Terry Luckings (Escort
Mk1); 19 Mark Cooper/Mike Hughes (Lancer

E6); 20 Christopher Newton/Anthony Newton
(Vauxhall Nova). Class winners Christopher
Newton/Anthony Newton (Vauxhall Nova); Ben
Dawson/Mike Dawson (Escort MK 2); West/
McNulty; Field/Vickers; Perez/ Perez.

In Cunnim’s absence he Newtos took Class A

AMERICAN CONVERT TOM HARRIS SETS HIS SIGHTS ON US RACING
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lan ‘Dude’ Roberts/Gwawr Hughes
made a perfect start to their bid to claim

Photos: Kevin Glendenning

Pringle took the win in
treacherous conditions

Donegal MiniStages

By Brian Patterson

Organiser: Donegal Motor Club When: January 30 Where:
Letterkenny County, Donegal Stages: 6 Starters: 100.

Cavan man Jonathan Pringle
kicked his 2016 rally campaign off
inthe best manner by taking his
Millington-engined Ford Escort
Mk2 to victory on the challenging
Donegal Mini Stages.

Co-driven by Alan Keena, Pringle’s
margin of victory was 16.6s after
six stages.

Theformat of thenon-championship
event was two decentlength quality
asphalt stages, each done three times,
with serviceatthe Clanree Hotel in
Letterkenny between each loop. The
weather was difficult with sleetand
snow covering theroads.

The planned opening stage didn’t
run, partly asaprecaution because of
theroad conditions, butalso because
of asmall glitch with theradio
communications. Thismeant that, at
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firstservice, the crews had only
completed one stage. Damien Tourish/
Domnhall McAleaney in their two-litre
Ford Escort Mk 2led from Ryan
Loughran/James McCarville, also in
an Escort. Tourish said that it was
slippery in places, butthathe had no
real trouble and perhaps the two-litre, as
opposed tothe2.5-litre Escorts, wasan
advantage in the tricky conditions.

Certainly some of the top driversin
the bigger-engined carshad early
dramas. Gary McPhillips—second on
theroad-got caught out on anarrow
slippy section between junctions 11 and
12when aback wheel caughta ditch.
The car slewed around and got stuck,
arear-wheel puncture not helpingthe
situation. Five cars got caught behind
theblockage, including frontrunners
such as Wesley Patterson, Brian Brogan
and Pringle. They wereall given
notional times for the stage.

For stage three, most of the top
drivers chose an open pattern wet
tyretocombat the slushy conditions.
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Frank Cunningham wowed sectators

Pringle said after the opening stage that
he was pleased with his pace and felt
comfortable, until he got stopped behind
the McPhillips accident. He certainly
reinforced that pace with astunning
run through stage three. Subaru
Imprezadriver Frank Wray responded
on stage four with a quickest time, but
only by afraction. Wray had spun onan
earlier stage.

When the cars came into second
service, Pringleled Wray by 5.8s, with
Loughran still very much in the hunt
and only a further 2.7sback. Donegal
man Joe McGonigle, in his Skoda Fabia
S2000, couldn’tbe discounted either,
justanother 6.7s behind. McGonigle
admitted that with next weekend’s
Galway International inmind, he was
tryingtolook after his car. Aidan Wray
in his Mitsubishi Lancerled Group N,
from the Lancer of PatKirk.

On the penultimate stage, Wray
retired his Subaru with a broken wheel
handingsecond to Loughran—-but, more
importantly, giving Pringle a clear run
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tovictory. He set thefastest time on the
stage, before McGonigle took the fastest
time on thelast stage in an eventful end
tothe day. Despite his caution,
McGonigle had damaged the bumper
and bonnet of his Fabiaagainstabale
while overshooting ajunction onthe
penultimate test.

It proved costly for the Skoda man
as heended the day just 0.4s down
on Loughran toround out the
podium finishers.

ReigingIrish Tarmacand National
champion Donagh Kelly was a class
winner in his Pinto-engined Ford
Escort. He took class 12 and 18th
overall with son Eamon in the
co-driver’s seat.

Results

1 Jonathan Pringle/Alan Keena (Ford Escort Mk2) 38m50.8s;

2 Ryan Loughran/James McCarville (Ford Escort Mk2) +16.6s;
3 Joe McGonigle/ Ciaran Geaney (Skoda Fabia $2000); 4 Brian
Brogan/Damian McGettigan (Ford Escort); 5 Damian Gallagher/
Brendan McElhinney (Ford Escort); 6 Camillus Bradley/
Crawford Henderson (Ford Escort); 7 Wesley Patterson/Johnny
Baird (Ford Escort); 8 Aidan Wray/Kieran McGrath (Mitsubishi
Lancer E10); 9 John Bonner/Leon Jordan (Ford Escort);

10 Paul Purtill/Raymond Scott (Ford Escort)

a hat-trick of Welsh championship titles
by taking outright victory on the Rali
Mike Darowen Bro Ddyfi, the first
round of this year's series.

It was atough event, just 24 of the
53 starters made it to the Finish. The
winners dropped almost 16 minutes
but were still two minutes ahead of the
runners up, Stefan ‘DR’ Davies/Michael
Gilbey. An 11 miles, 22-minute section
in the traditional Bro Ddyfi area around
Aberhosen caused particular
difficulties; the fastest crews picked
up three minutes of penalties, while
others dropped 10 times that.

Robert Pugh/Justin Davies and Mark
‘GT’ Roberts/Dylan Jenkins went out
with broken shafts, while top seeds
Dale Furniss/Nick Bloxham withdrew
after damaging their VW Golf.

A broken gearbox caused Steven
John Williams/Carl ‘Slate’ Jones out
on the second section, while engine
problems stopped Meilyr Evans/
Andrew Edwards.

Ian Mills
Rali Mike Darowen Bro Ddyfi
Organiser: Dovey Valley Motor Club Date: January
30/31 Where: Mid-Wales Championships: WAMC,
ANWCC & AWMMC Route: 125 miles Starters: 53.
Results
1 lan ‘Dude’ Roberts/ Gwawr Hughes (VW Golf GTi)
15m52s; 2 Stefan ‘DR’ Davies/ Michael Gilbey (Ford
Escort) +2m00s; 3 Carwyn Pughe/Llion ‘Tractor’
Williams (Vauxhall Astra); 4 Steven Thomas/ Gareth
Thomas (Peugeot 205); 5 Telor Pugh/Dave Thomas
(Proton Compact); 6 Justin Jones/Dafydd Evans
(Escort); 7 George Williams/Richard Crozier (Escort);
8 Jamie Jones/Jonathan Kennedy (Subaru Impreza);
9 Steve King/Dilwyn John (BMW Compact);
10 leuan Owen Thomas/Declan Mason (Citroen Saxo).
Class Winners: Semi-Experts: Thomas/Mason; Novices:
Deion Atkinson/Aron Jones (Honda Civic).
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herearea
number of
drivers who
have goneto
Americatoseek
fameand
fortune.Itisa
tough trail to blaze, because
racinginthe USA isvery
cultural. Those from overseas
are seen as brave warriors who
areusually destined for afall.
BriSCA F1 World Final winner
and two-time European F1
champion Tom Harrislookslike
heisgoingtobuck thattrend.
The 27-year-old has decided to
branchoutandtryand makea
name for himself inthe USA.

And, following his initial outings
Stateside, he hasalready turned
heads. Hehas already competed
twice in the Chili Bowl event,
which the Americansdescribe as
the ‘Super Bowl of midget car
racing’ in the States.

On hissecond appearance at the
indoor Tulsa Arena, which fits over
40,000 spectators, Harris showed his
prowess. He took third place in his
heatand finished seventh inthe B
Final. Thatkind of formisusually
seen by experienced hands in the

sportand he now hasa glimpse of
racing US-style. Harrishasboughta
non-winged sprint car, which is
based in the States, and iseagerto get
more outings as the year progresses.
“Itwasan incredible experience, and
Icertainly haveatasteforit,”
explains Harris, wholifted the
European F1titlelastseason. “The
atmosphere was

simply amazing.”

Harris, who constructsand runs
BriSCA F1 machines for customers
inthe UK, hashadalong-held
ambition tomake hisname inthe
States, but was persuaded by a friend
togoandtestacaronadirtovalin
Texasin2014. “Iwasn’t sure what to
expect,” hesays. “ButIwentand
did thetest,and thereaction of the
crew running the car was one of
amazement. Ithink they were a bit
shocked. Usually, when they test
rookies, they are expectingall kinds
of problems and mistakes. By the
end of my run, they were putting
new tyreson the car and askingme
togoforit.Ithink Icompleted 100
lapsinall.”

Through arelationship with
well-known US crew chief Smiley
Sitton, word soon spread in America
about thisnew star,and Harrismade

Harris has the
coveted gold roof

hisway tothe Chili Bowl in 2015 for
hismidgetracingdebut. He was
thwarted by mechanical gremlins
buthisimmediate speed wonhima
new raft of fans.

“Itwas interesting,” says Banbury-
based Harris. “When Ifirst went out
there, I kept myself tomyself really.
Tkeptmy head down, butoncel
started showing my speed, people
came up and introduced themselves
tome. Ratherthanjustbeinga
curious guy from Europe, they
were taking me seriously, which
wasacompliment.”

Harrishasalways harboured
ambitions of becominga
professional in the States in Sprint
Carracing,adiscipline which has
spawned hundreds of circuitracing
starsincluding thelikes of Mario
Andrettiand Tony Stewart.

Sprint carshave huge wingsand
north of 900 horsepower. Midget
carsareafeederformulatothat,
and have methanol-powered 400bhp
motors without the huge amount
of aero.

Evenso they are vastly different
tothe BriSCA F1carsthat Harrisis
used toracing. Theracesare onshale
onquarter-mile ovals, rather then
the three-eights of amiletracksthat

are mostly used in the United
Kingdom.

There are othertrickstothe
racingtoo. Harris explains: “There
are some significant changesto
theracing. Firstly, it isnon-contact.
Thereisabitof rubbingbut the
top guys getaway with it.

“Inthe UK, welapin16sto17s,
butintheUS,itisabout14s. The
carsareless powerful, but they are
lightand fast.

“Also, because the tracksinthe US
aresowide, thereare a variety of
lines. You are always searching for
the grip. In Britain, the ovals have
justoneline but over there, theline
changesfromlaptolap, soyouare
constantly seeking out where the
gripis.Iwould say that the midgets
areharder todrive than the BriSCA
Flmachinesand the skill setis quite
different. You can use the basics of
what youlearninan Flmachine, but
thatisaboutit.

“Racingontheovalsinthe US, it
isallabout the momentum. In the
UK, youcanuse the brakesand the
bumper quitealot. Over inthe
Statesthat isthelast thing youdo.
Youneed to concentrate on keeping
the minimum speed up.”

Harris has plotted anumber of
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Harris has adapted well to
USA midget car racing

races across the pond this year.
Hewill take part in several events,
includingraces in Florida,
Pennsylvania and the Indiana Speed
Week, which incorporates seven
nights and eight days of sport.

Eventslike the Pennsylvania
week draw week-long fans who
follow the sport around and treat
thefestivalasaholiday. The sport
inthe USdrawsatelevision
audience and the successful
drivers can quickly become
household names.

“Itisexpensivetostartacareerin
the States, sothat meansIhaveto
pick and choose the eventsthatIam
abletotakepartin,” says Harris.

“IThaveastrongbusinessinthe
United Kingdom buildingand
operating F1 cars,andI will have to
stick with that. That meansthat I
willstill beracing in BriSCA F1
this season, although Imightnot
compete inafull season.

“Thisisnotacaseof meturning
my back onracing in the UK. But
Iwill take the chancestorace in
AmericaasoftenasIcan.”

And, given the form he has already
shown, itcould be the startof a
colourful new chapter for the British
shortoval dominator.l

Midget racing
o is non-contact
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IRISH RALLYC
RY TURMOI

Alan Ede won the recent Spry
Trophy Sporting Trial
organised by Launceston and
North Cornwall Motor club in
extremely wet conditions.

The club had sourced a
new venue near Crackington
Heaven, Bude. Ede dominated all
day with his usual fully committed
style to take his maiden outright
win. Fellow Kincraft driver James
Tancock struggled with a poorly-
performing high revving engine
and a flat battery but managed
to finish second, although he
was disappointed.

The podium was completed by
Alan Murton in his self-built car.
He appeared to run out of gas
atthe end of the day with Jon
Moores in fourth. Mark Seward
had borrowed Jerome Fack’s
BTRDA Silver Star-winning car
he built but retired at lunch with
two flat tyres.

For the second time in two
months, the Toyota Starlet
of Donal Healy and Denis
O’Donovan beat the usually all-
conquering Subaru Imprezas to
take top place in the Skibbereen
100 Isles Navigation Trial
based in Innishannon.

At the finish of the 85-mile route,
they had a single markin hand
over Alan and George Shinnors,
with third place going to
defending National champions
Pakie Duffy and Evin Hughes to
increase their points lead.

Novice class winners Brian
O’Mahony/Amy Gallwey had a
very good run to fourth place
overall, with Timmy Hayes and
Finghin O’'Donovan taking the
Beginners’ class.

The 2016 BTRDA Autosolo
Championship kicked off witha
close battle at Demon Tweeks'
premises in Wrexham. After the
first six tests, father-and-son Nick
and Dan Darkin tied for the lead in
the shared Vauxhall Nova. Over-
exuberant driving by Nick on the
wet surface wiped out the finish of
test nine, handing the initiative to

ROUND-UP

ByHal Ridge

Rallycrossinlireland is
facing an uncertain future
as a lack of entries has put
several meetings in doubt.
Irish Rallycross
Championship organisers
have been informed by
Mondello Park, the main
rallycross venue in Ireland,
thatif therearen’t50racers
entered for the first round of
the championship a week
before the March 6 event, the
openinground and further
rallycross events due to be

held at the venue in the autumn

will be cancelled.

Thelrish series has struggled

toattract more than 50 entries

b

inrecentseasons, despitea
more diverse calendar due to
the introduction of anew
circuitat Tynagh in Galway.

Motorsport Ireland rallycross

committee chairman John
Dowlingsaid: “For the future

of rallycross at Mondello, the

circuitneeds to be confident

that rallycross will consistently
generate in excess of 50 entries

and thereisa good chance of

not getting that number by the
closingdate for thefirst round.

“If wedon’t get the entry,

Mondello will almost certainly

cancel the eventand will not
gamble on the other 2016
dates either; asthey can
promote alternative, more
lucrative events.

“If thefirstround doesn’t go
ahead and unless we could
demonstrate adramaticrevival
innumbers at our Tynagh event
in the summer; it is unlikely
that we could persuade
Mondello to take the gamble in
2017.1If you havea car, youdon’t
need a ball of money to enjoy
rallycross. It isundoubtedly the
best bang for your buck in
motorsportandIwould
encourage anyone interested to
comeoutandjoinus. We’ll
make you welcome.”

Double European Rallycross
champion Derek Tohill is
planningtoenter the opening
round of theseries,and
will support hishome
championship alongsidea
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EuroRX campaign this year.
“WeseelrishRXasan
opportunity for me to get more
seattime inthecarin
preparation for European
Rallycross, with the additional
bonus of bringing an exciting
cartoIRX. The European
campaign hasto be our priority,
but we willrace inIreland as
often as we can,” said Tohill.
“The messageis clear, get
your entries in early and there
won’tbean issue. The ballis in
our court. Let’shope all drivers
understand the importance of
Mondello’s call, there isalot of
renewed interest and lots of
behind-the-scenes hard work by
the committee. We just need to
getthe message out there.”

Photos: Hal Ridge and mkpics.net

Irish drivers join
up with BTRDA

While the Irish
Rallycross
Championship’s

s continued use of

Mondello Park looks
uncertain, the series
has introduced an
additional double-
header weekend into its
2016 calendar.

The IRX series
will join the BTRDA
Clubmans Rallycross
Championship at
Pembrey in South
Wales on July 2/3.
Several Irish drivers
have competed in the
BTRDA series over the
last two years, most
regularly at the venue
near Llanelli.

BTRDA championship
committee member
John Rook said: “We are
extremely pleased to be
able to announce the tie
up with Irish Rallycross
atrounds four and five
at Pembrey Circuit.

“This partnership
makes sense. The
regulations are
very similar and,
for two seasons, the
Irish drivers have
supported the BTRDA
Championship.

“This is extremely
exciting and something
we have been working
on for quite a while.
Early signs indicate
around 30 to 40 Irish
drivers could travel to
Pembrey which would
be agreatboost.”

his son who went on to win by 4.1 - - -

seconds. Third and fourth were W|mbledon campalgners talk W|th MPS caSh POt up for

class winners Xavier Brooke in a H

Lotus Elise and Jamie Yapp Campaigners behind the MP, both members of grabs n ra“ycmss

(Vauxhall Nova SR). petition to save Wimbledon the motor group. The new main sponsor of
Stadium have met with “Both were extremely the MSA British Rallycross

Results members of the All Party helpful in guiding us forward Championship has introduced

Spry Trophy Sporting Trial Parliamentary Motor Group to where they felt we should aprizefund for the Junior

Organiser Launceston and North Cormwall at Westminster last week in be concentrating our efforts, Rallycross Championship

Motor Club Where Bude When January 24 . A .

1 lan Ede (Kincraft) 81 marks; 2 James thelatest bid to stop the particularly through Sport thisseason. )

Tancock (Kincraft) 94 marks; 3 Alan Murton arena being bulldozed. England,” said Gray. Under thetitle of parent

(BAM); 4 Jon Moores (MSR); 5 Mike Wevill More than 12,000 members Sport Englandisa e e e T | company Enersys, Odyssey

(Crosse). of the public have signed a public body that encourages Wimbledonis facing the axe but campaigners are fighting Battery has committed to

Skibbereen 1000 Ise Navigation Tra petition to complain about participationin all sports, payingfor all of the Junior

Organiser Skibbereen and District Car Club plans for anew 11,000 all- but Gray said that despite his itfeels like our sportis Lister. “He came down with Rallycross entry fees for

Where Innishannan, County Cork When January seater football stadium on efforts to contact the group, insignificant to these people, his team tomeet us, and we thefirstround of the

30/31 thessite of the current he had not had any response. but we’ll keep on approaching were afforded the chance championship at Croft next
1 Donal Healy/ Denis 0'Donovan (Toyota Starlet) racing venue. “The problem with thatis them and hopefully we can to outline our position. We month, and for the top three
Bsm;'ks;lz Alan Sh'q"“_rssl g“ﬂ.rg%s'“"/"gr.s Local fan Peter Gray had that Sport England, like so get through to them.” seized the chance to garner finishers ateach event for
I(iulahfs” (lr:]‘;rreezz?) ;+4 II131r‘ian S’hlﬂzhﬂl:lleln:l)lln met thelocal MP Stephen many organisations, they Representatives of the Save information about the thefollowingeventsthrough
Gallwey (Impreza); 5 Owen Murphy/ Daire Hayes Hammond in December. Last are simply not returning our Wimbledon Stadium group process from the people at the theyear.

(Subaru Forester); 6 Trevor 0'Callaghan/ Patrick week, he met with Richard calls or emails,” said Gray. “It  have also met with London’s heart of it,” said campaigner Chris Pretty from Odyssey
O'Leary (Impreza); 7 Peter Farrell/ Shane Farrell Burden MP and Julian Knight isincredibly disappointingas  deputy mayor Sir Edward Michael Burnage. Battery, who announced the
(Impreza); 8 Andrew Beamish/ Lisg U‘Dowd prizeattherecent 2015
(Impreza); 9 Andrew Whelton/ Cyril Magmlre h . hi al

(Toyota Avensis); 10 George Swanton/David champions l.p awards

Swanton (Vauxhall Vectra). Semi-experts: 1 Peter - P - - ceremony, said: “Weneed to
Farel Shan Fartel; 2 Andrew Whelon/ Linnemann opts to use British championship for WRX warm-up encouragemore peopleto

Maguire; 3 George Swanton/David Swanton.
Novices: 1 Brian 0’Mahony/Amy Gallwey.
Beginners: Timmy Hayes/Finghin 0’Donovan.

come intothissport,and my
belief is we should do that with
the Junior category.”

Linnemann won three events
inthe EuroRX category in 2015,
and istargetingthetitle this year.
The Dane hasused the British
championshipround in previous
years to prepare for the European
event held at the Kent circuit.

“Themain plan istohave some
testing in Denmark, then to go to
Lydden Hill,” said Linnemann.
“It will be good for me, and we are
runningasecond driver this year

European championship
Super1600front-runner Ulrik
Linnemann willrace in the
second round of the MSA British
Rallycross Championship at
Lydden Hill at the end of March.
The Dane will be driving
hisPeugeot 208 in preparation
for Lydden’s World Rallycross
Championship eventinlate
May, where Super1600 will
also compete.

YOU WERE THERE: PHOTOGRAPHS FROM MOTORSPORT NEWS READERS

too, so it will be good for him
tolearnthecircuit.Ithink
competing inracesismuch
better than a test day. We will
have our engine builders with us;
we have some good developments
with theengine, which is quite
nice. Lydden isagood track and
we will come to try out different
lines and approaches, because
there isnot so much pressure
atthisevent.”

New Year Autosolo

Organiser Knutsford and District Motor Club
Where Wrexham When January 31

1 Dan Darkin (Vauxhall Nova) 507.2 marks;

2 Nick Darkin (Nova) 511.3 mark; 3 Xavier
Brooke (Lotus Elise); 4 Jamie Yapp (Vauxhall
Nova SR); 5 Andy Williams (Nissan Micra);

6 Stephen Mather (Renault Clio) 552.8. Classes:
A Yapp, B Dan Darkin; D Brooke; E Phil Clegg
(Haynes Kit Car).

Juniors will get cash boost

Linnemann:going to Lydden

PAGE 30




FERODO

RACING

/l\./l ODULATION

THE DRIVER'S
PAD

| ELEASE

FERODO RACING BRAKE PAD!

developed and engineered to perform in all four phases of the braklng event.

In addition to the bite and deceleration expected
from a world class race pad, Ferodo pads offer

the superior modulation and instantaneous release
for maximum exit speeds.

® MOGUL www.fer'racing.com

Circuit Supplies (UK) Ltd, Unit 8, Eden Court,
Eden Way, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 4FY SELECTED RANGE NOW AVAILABLE

Tel: 01525 385 888 e Fax: 01525 385 898 THERMALLY BEDDED

info@circuitsupplies.com
www.circuitsupplies.com




Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 3 2016 29
‘Drivers to get

cash bonuses’
CIK-FIA rewards, below

IGTERTRACKLIMIT
JEORKARTING

L‘L

By Stephen Lickorish

\_‘

The same tracklimitrules thatapply in

circuitracing will now be used in karting,
afterachangeinthe MSA’sregulations.
Previously drivers were unable to completely
leave the track twice without being excluded
fromtherace, but now drivers will be penalised
if they putany wheel over the edge of the white

lines on more than two occasions.

Thecarracingregulation Q14.4.2now applies:
“Driversmustuse the track atall times and may
notleave the track without ajustifiable reason.
For the avoidance of doubt: the whitelines
definingthetrack edges are considered to be part
of thetrack and adriver will bejudged to have
leftthe track if any wheel of the car either goes
beyond the outer edge of any kerb or goes beyond

the whiteline where thereisnokerb.”

Inastatement,the MSA said of therule
change: “From 2016 track limitsregulations in
kartinghavebeen cross-referenced againstthose |
incircuitracing, in order to clarify the track
confines in kartingand ensure consistency
across both disciplines. This was approved by

Motor Sports Council in September.”

Chairman of the Trent Valley Kart Club Nigel
Edwards said thisreinforces what was already
inplace.“It’snotreally any different to what
we’ve had before,” added Edwards, who isalso
chairman of the MSA's Kart Committee.
“Kartingpeople tend to be very blase about
track limitsso this isareinforcement of the
regulations. It’snot acceptabletogainan
advantage from runningoff thetrack butit
should be interpreted with common sense from
theofficials. This isall about consistency.”

Leadingteam boss Ricky Flynnsaid thatarule
change wasneeded. “I'mall in favour of it, as
longasit’s policed correctly,” hesaid. “You can
gainamassive advantage from cuttingcorners
soit’stheright call forlots of reasons, butit’slike
the offsiderule in football and needs to be policed
fairly. It’'sabigask for the officials, especially at

smaller tracks with no cameras.”

MSAS

| arracmg

rulestobeadopted

\\

Drivers can'’t put

any wheels off track

Photos: kartpix.net

Start money
Drivers who finish in the top
15in one of the four CIK-FIA
European championships
thisyear will receive cash
bonuses. Provided that

the driver also competes

in a CIK-FIA World
Championship or
International Super Cup
they will receive the money
from WSK Promotion. There
will be 1000 euro rewards for
OKand OK-Juniordrivers
and 750 euros for KZ and
KZ2. WSK Promotion has
been able to offer these
extra cash prizes thanks to
high financial contributions
received from various
CIK-FlA tenders for the
2016 season.

Charity karting
Almost half of the 35 spaces for
this 2016's Karting for Heroes
event at Buckmore Park have
already been filled. This year will
be the seventh running of the
three-hour event and teams of
three to six drivers can enter the
race which takes place on May
7. Anyone aged 16 or over can
take part and so far the event
has raised over £28,000 for
the Help for Heroes charity.

It features a ‘Bid for Pole’
competition where drivers can
buy their way to the front of the
grid, which contributes a
significant amount to the

total raised.

TVKC record

The Trent Valley Kart Club
broke its record for the most
entrants for aJanuary event
as 314 driverstook partin
the second round of its
Winter Series meeting at PF
International in Lincolnshire
last weekend. The previous
record was 230 drivers,
which was set backin 2010.
“That’s a great start to the
year,” said TVKC chairman
Nigel Edwards. “I’m excited
abouttheyearahead” The
next round is this weekend,
ahead of the Winter Series
finale in March.

Hannah becomes part
of Arden’s academy

British-bornkarter Logan Hannah
hasbeenselected tojoin Arden’s
Young Racing Driver Academy.

The 14-year-old, whoisbased in
Dubai, iscurrently competingin the
Rotax Max Challenge in the United
ArabEmiratesandisonlyinher
second full season of karting.

In2013 she qualified torepresent
the UAE in the SWS World Junior
CupKartingFinalsat Le Mans.

Asamember of the YRDA,
Hannah will receive on-and off-track
support, including abespoke driver
development programme that
features physical trainingand
simulator sessions. She will also
getthechancetotestinoneof
Arden’ssingle-seaters.

“Weare delighted that Logan has
joinedthe YRDA,” said Arden’s
JamieHorner. “Already in her short
career she hasdisplayed the key
attributesthat welook for inup and
comingdrivers. Wearelooking
forward to working with her and
beingapartof herjourney.”

British Superkart’s 2016 calendar unveiled

Superkarts have 14 races

CALENDAR |

2016 MSA British Superkart
Championship

DATE |TRACK

March 26/27 | Silverstone Grand Prix

| May 7/8 Snetterton 300
June 4/5 Donington Park Grand Prix
July16/17 Donington Park National
August29 | Castle Combe
QOctober 15/16 | Pembrey

The calendar for this
year’s MSA British
Superkart Championship
hasbeenreleased.

The 14-round season
begins on the Easter
weekend at the end of
March at Silverstone,
where the karters will be
able to use the full grand
prixtrack as partof a
Britcar meeting. The
karts will also join Britcar
events at Snetterton and
Donington Park, as well
as appearing alongside the
new B-TEC Development
Series touring car class
later this year.

For the June Donington
round the series will race
alongside the CIK-FIA
European Superkart
Championship. The best 11
events will count towards
the championship.

S1x Formula Kart Stars drivers will head to LasVegas

Top FKS drivers get Supernational entry

Sixdrivers from Formula
Kart Stars will take partin
the SKUSA Supernationals
inLas Vegaslater this year.

Thetop threefinishersin
the FKS Cadet and Super
Cadet classes willreceive free
entry,along with flightsand
accommodation, for the event
inNovember.

Last year FKS drivers
Max Dodds and Joseph
Taylor competed inthe

Supernationals. “Formula
Kart Starshasalonghistory
of driver exchangesinthe
USA, anditisreally exciting
torevive thisin 2016 through
the Vegas SuperNats,” said
FormulaKart Stars managing
director Sebastian King.

“Iamvery confident that
oneof thesix FKSdrivers
will be bringing back the
silverwareagainattheend
of thisseason.”

D BAG YOURSELF A BARGAIN IN OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

DMAX endurance
series launched

Anew arrive-and-drive
endurancekartingserieshas
beenlaunched for this year.

The Daytona Power Maxed
Endurance Team Challenge will
runalongside other DMAX
categories during 2016 but will
feature atwo-and-a-half hour
raceateach of thefourrounds.
Thebest three results count for
the championship and teams
made up of two tofour drivers
cantake part.There will be two
different weight classesand
thereare30spacesonthegrid.

Power Maxed head Adam
Weaver said: “Daytona
Motorsportisone of theleading
nationwide kart venue operators
and the DMAX Championship
iswithout doubt the most
competitive hire-kart
championshipinthe UK. It was
an easy marketing decision to
partnerup with Daytona.”
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IMaldonado’s miserable news

As the Venezuelan is shown the door, contracts are in question._

While itis fantastic news that the talents of Kevin Magnussen will be seen in Formula One again after he
has landed a deal with Renault, it has come at a price. This time, the man who will be leftlooking forwork 4
is Pastor Maldonado. J
The Venezuelan has built quite a reputation over his five seasons in the top flight, and not all of it was positive. But,
let's not forget, he is arace winner and was capable of some strong performances. However, that counts for nothing
when the money stops talking.

Maldonado did bring a pot of cash from his home country, and it was a fund that the Lotus team — always battling
against financial struggles — was happy to accept. But now it seems that the team’s new owners Renault have hit
financial speed bumps over the deal. Hence the decision to employ Magnussen.

Itis hard not to feel sorry for Maldonado, but it is yet another example of the contracts that are drawn upin
Formula One not being worth the paper they are written on.

Think back to the tug-of-love over the Sauber drive at the start of the 2015 season, when Marcus Ericsson
and Giedo van der Garde both thought they had a valid contract to drive for the Swiss team. Plenty of legal
wranglings followed and ultimately, van der Garde settled with the team but he still lost out on his race drive
and achance to further his career.

Everyone knows that F1 is a sport that craves funding and doesn't operate without it, but it is a shame that
some decent principles and morals sometimes take second place to that.

Matt James, Deputy Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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would be better for
the environment
wouldn’t it?

Beingbased in
Gloucestershire, we
have a couple of
reasonably large
sporting stadiums,
namely Forest Green
Rovers (football) and
Kingsholm (Gloucester
Rugby), all great for the
economy of course.
Thave friends thatlive
next to Forest Green
and their lives are
made amisery at
match day weekends,
inconsiderate parking,
noise, litter anti-social
behaviour toname but
afew, tosuch an extent
they now goouton
Saturdays and will not
return till late when the
fixture is over. But they
knew this when they
bought their house so
they put up with it,
they don’t complain
tothe council every
five minutes.

Iwork in Gloucester
and can hear theroar
of 15,000 fans cheering
on theirrugby teams,
Idon’thave a problem
with that,
notwithstanding that
football and rugby takes
place most weekends
butIdon’tsee councils
issuingnoise/nuisance
orders on them.

It’stime our
motorsports and media
stood up to this before
the lunaticsreally do
take over the asylum.
Rob Attwood
Via email

: Starts 0945hrs

: Admission free

: Web

: galwayinternationalrally.com

: SUNDAY

: HPembrey,

: SouthWales

: Rali Cwm Gwendraeth

: Starts 0930hrs

: AdmissionTBA

: Web

: gwendraethvalleymotorclub.
: co.uk
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BOOK REVIEW

Porsche Turbo Ifyou have, then Porsche machines are represented, isalso covered in detail.
Randy Leffingwell Turbo by Randy Leffingwell with the story of the monstrous Each section has detailed
RRP:£45.00 [ISBN 978-0-7603-4758-4] 917 Can-Amkicking things cutaways and technical

The 911 Turbois perhaps isthe book foryou. It charts off nicely before the book imagery. Ifyou're anovice to
the most famous and the Stuttgart marque’s entire wades through the 935,956 forced induction the book
greatestiteration of Porsche’s  process of turbocharging and right up tothe current doestake time to explain the
legendary flagship model, both its road —and definitely 917 Le Mans 24 Hourswinner  principles, but this is still

but have you ever wondered
how it came to be inthe
first place?

more interestingly — its race
carengines.
All of the great competition

with its revolutionary two-litre
turbo hybrid powertrain.
Porsche’s foray into Formula 1

definitely one for the technical-
minded motorsport fan.

After an epic World Rally
Championship openerin Monte Carlo,
it's another rally-dominated TV guide as
most of the circuit racing world is yet to
arise fromits slumber.

Kicking us off, there's another chance
to watch Monte Carlo highlightsif you've
been underarock foraweek and a half,
with Kris Meeke challenging Sebastien
Ogier for the victory (Thursday, 1415-
1515hrs, Motors TV).

Sticking withthe WRC, there's a
chanceto catch last year's Rally
Sweden before the latest event takes
place next week. It was a cracker
that went down to the last stage, with three
drivers in contention for the win (Saturday,
1750-1855hrs, Motors TV).

LETBATTLE
COMMENCE

WE PREVIEW THE
BTRDA SEASON

[ MORE NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE MOTORSPORT WORLD

Rob Ladbrook

While the postponement of the
European Rally Championship-
counting Rally Liepaja means there’s no
snow-based viewing from Latvia on offer
this week, there is some action from
ourvery own MN CircuitRally
Championship courtesy of last month's
Jack Frost Stages at Crof where Le Mans
winner Guy Smith triumphed.

For circuit racing fans, the 24 Hours of
Daytona ran last weekend, and one of
America’s major GT races failed to
disappointas the IMSA SportsCar
Championship got underway in Florida.
There's plenty of works-backed cars and
ahandful of Brits tokeep aneye on,
including Ford's Andy Priaulx.
(Sunday,1210-1415hrs, Motors TV).

DON’T MISS IT!
YOUR FREE NATIONAL
RALLYING CALENDAR

Formula E: Buenos
Rires ePrix
W Race: Saturday 1800-20301TV4

Formula E is in Argentina
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Classified advertising: 0208 267 5271

Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Classified

Telephone: 020 8267 5271 Fax: 020 8267 5312 email: mnads@haymarket.com

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:

25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)

25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)

Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert

£50 (£60 inc vat)

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer

25% off when you book for 4 weeks

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0208 267 5271 or

email mnads@haymarket.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)

Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Haymarket Magazines Ltd

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
Teddington Studios,
Broom Road, Teddington,
Middlesex, TW11 9BE

Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for

clerical or printers errors.

Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertisers name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for

publication or not.

Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be

inserted in the next available issue.

If you are a trade advertiser this mu:
indicated in your advertisement. Adves
are also reminded that they are respol
complying with legal requirements cu
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date
for cancellation of any advertisement.

e

st be
rtisers
nsible for
rrently in

required
All Verbal

confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

on request.

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available

PERSPEX WINDOWS
Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,
full thermo-forming service now available.
>>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT<<<<<

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ

Tel: 0113 250 9852

)

Full range of engine components for:

LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM ‘
LOTUS 900-SERTES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

Call or buy online!
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK

01509 412 317

THE FASTES TWAY
TO EXPERIENCE

KARTING

MOTORSPORT

formula in high
performance plastic...

hing endures the pu

ment received by

Roce Exhhoaousts
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Follow Us Like Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

01753532222 | Exhausts F: +44 (0)1274 531409

T: +44 (0)1274 590824 LA

Kay-Dee Engineering Plastics Ltd

Simpson

KKC and Vital Motorsport are proud to offer you the
chance to try out some of the fastest Arive & Drive Karts
in the UK for all ages from 6 in Daventry, Northampton
Our different packages are designed for people looking to
try before you buy as well as people looking for a one off
experience

With Rotax Max 125cc 2-stroke race Karts, that provide
75% more horse power than your standard corporate
Kart, and championship winning TonyKart race chassis,

this is the pinnacle of Kart racing £1 25 '
|

Prices starting from just

More information and prices online at
www.kkckart.com/rotaxexperience

-

* Www.kkokartshop.oo.uk

= 01327 844320

. @martyn@kkckartshop.co.uk &b 5 miles from M1 junc.16/18
= @ Whilton Mill, Whilton Locks, Daventry, Northants, NN11 2NH

-
- .

-
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UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE'S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2Q)

8 =3 www.rallydesign.co.uk  FOM By

NEW Biggest ever 2016 Full colour Rally Design Motorsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE!

Come and see us at
these not fo be

missed shows and
collect a FREE copy

of our brand new

biggest ever 2016

Motorsport
Catalogue! We
have so many
more new pri
for you fo see!

ESCORT
MK1T1 & 2 PARTS

30TH APRIL - 1ST MAY 2016
SANDOWN PARK RACECOURSE

THE NATIONAL KIT CAR MOTOR SHOW

STONELEIGH

b [ witwood brakes kits from
| £266.20 £319.44

X-Flow ally radiator £169.60 £203.52
RS2000 (Pinto) ally radiator £169.60 £203.52
13/235 oil cooler £45.50  £54.60

Wilwood brakes kit, 265x 11, Powerlite caliper £266.20 £319.44
Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper E427.13 E512.56
Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £525.14 E£630.17
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch E£189.50 £227.40
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch £215.00 £258.00
Blackline ‘swaged” stainless brake lines, 3-line £29.74 E£35.69
Minilite style wheels 6x13 £64.00 E76.80

x13 £71.00 £85.20

ax13 L£82.50  E£99.00

ax15 E94.00 ET12.80

style wheels from
M 64.00 £76.80

‘Poly’ bump stops, top axle mounting pair £8.12  £9.75
Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-220lhs  pair £33.80 E40.56
Escort RS front springs, 145-220lbs pair  E3L80  E40.56
Gaz, adjustable front shocks each  E67.60 E81.12
Gaz, adjustable (3-way) front shocks each £299.50 £359.40
Gaz, adjustable rate rear shocks each  ER5.00 £78.00

RH 2:9 ralio
RH 2:4 ratio
LH 2:4 ratio

L&9.50 E107.40
L109.50 £131.40
ETT9.50 ET43.40

Quick steering racks

RH 2:4 ratio
RH 2:2 ratio
LH 2:4 ratio

50 E179.40
500 £215.40
.50 £191.40

H/duty quick steering racks

LH 2:2 ratio E189.50 £227.40
OFM style steering rack mounts pair L16.80 £20.16
Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing,  each £59.50 £71.40
Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each £359. £71.40
TCA’s “Pattern’ style £47.40
TCA's “OEM’ style pair E71.40
Twin cam anti-roll bar L71.40
Anti-dive kit £35.40
World cup X-member .50 E1719.40
Worls cup mounts pair 25.00  £30.00
RS2000 track rod ends each .50 ETT.40
Group 4 style all steel Ul coupling £19.80 E23.76
4-link kit £109.50 £131.40
Heavy duty 4-link kit ET85.00 £222.00

5.00 E£78.00
700 £20.40

Group 4 round furrel kil

Mk1 spring shackles

Mk2 spring shackles ar s 50 E28.20
Group 4 spec. front RS struts each L128.00 £153.60
RS steering arms pair  E£69.50 E£RI.40
Heavy duly steering arms, gusseted pair L79.50 E95.40
Quick fit steering arm kit pair £9.60 E711.52
Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each  £42.50 E51.00
Stub avle hardware kit £9.90 L£11.88

Watts linkage kit £199.50 £239.40

Taper leal springs, 1461h rate each .50 E59.40
Ally tube strut brace, round tube 3.50 E£52.20
Waork style 60mm oval tube strut brace .50 E59.40
Rear lamp protectors pair £12.50 L£15.00
Chassis mounted sump guard, wel sump E125.00 £150.00
Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (300x300) pair  E16.50 E19.80
Body jacking kit car set £119.50 £143.40

Silicone hose kil, Mexico or RS2000
(available blue, black or red)
Propshaft, type 9 - English/Atlas axle

English CWP’s 3.5, 3.9, 4.4, 4.7, 4.9, 5.1, 5

£215.00
Atlas CWP%5 3.4, 3.7, 4.6, 5.1  £230.00
4-speed heavy duty gearlever  £36.50
S-speed heavy duty gearfever  E38.50
M10 ally ‘Pro’ gearknob £14.50
M10 white/black nylon gearknob £11.50

£62.34 E74.81
L&9.50 £107.40

MkT Mexico front wing, LH or RH

Mk2 froni wing, LH or RH, std.
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, RS2000

Full listing of all Mk1 and Mk2 body panels on our website
www.rallydesign.co.vk

each 10 £86.52
each  L£175.00 £210.00

Intervpfer pUmp
f.-'z’o.oo £34.80

WCP interupter fuel pump

£29.00 £34.80

WCP solid state fuel pump £19.00 £22.80
WCP injection fuel pump from £38.63
Bonnet pin kits, stainless L6.00
Bonnet pin kits, alfoy E£8.40
Acrocalch from  £31.00 £37.20
Avanti map light from  E£19.50 £23.40
Manifold wrap, 27 x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite £29.600 £35.52
Roll cage padding, 3ft, B1 fire rating £6.00  £7.20

M16 calipers fo fil standard discs,
pair £79.00 £94.80

M16 calipers 1o it vented discs
(no spacers needed),

pair £93.00 L£111.60

Group 1 venled discs (247x240),
pair £39.00 £46.80

Escort Laminated Windscreens

Escort MkT front laminated screen (incl. rubber) £69.50 ER3.A40
Escort Mk2 front laminated screen (incl. rubber) £69.50  EBTA0
Escort Mk front screen rubber £24.92 E29.90
Escort Mk1 rear screen rubber £23.92 E£28.70
Escort Mk2 front screen rubber E29.08 E34.90
Escort Mk2 rear screen rubber £29.08 L£34.90
Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90  E16.68

Escort Mk2 Rubber Parfs

Bonnet bump stop pair E5.90  £7.08
Bonnet rail bump stop, sel of 4 £9.90 £11.88
Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £4.90  E£5.88
Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
Bonnet release cable grommet £4.90  L£5.88
Steering column bulkhead grommet £6.90  ER28
Handbrake backplate dust boots pair £6.90 L8.28
Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £4.90  £5.88
Throttle pedal pad £4.90  E5.88
Brake and clutch pedal pads pair L7.80  £9.36

Mk2 Rubber Paris - NEW 2015

Shock absorber top caps pair £12.90 £1548
Rear bumper side plugs, sel of 4 £8.90 L£10.68
Ol line bulkhead grommet £4.90  £5.88
Brake serve rod bellows E6.90, £8.28

SPECIAL HAND TOOLS 5

Ratchet tap Wrenches

85mm long, M3 - M10  £6.90 £8.28
100mm long, M5 - M12 £7.90 £9.48

Gear Raftchet
Spanners

72 TOOTH - THE BEST QUALITY!
7 piece metric set, & - 19mm
E23.70 £28.44
7 piece SAE sel, 5/16 - 3/4
£23.70 £28.44

Wire twisting pliers, 7% £9.92 £11.90
10/12mm spark plug thread chaser £4.07 £4.88
14/18mm spark plug thread chaser £4.10  £4.92
5 piece hall joint separator kit L£9.08 L£10.89
1 piece exhaust pipe Elf.iﬂd?r £711.66 £13.99
11 piece trim removal kit £8.08 £9.69
10.5" heavy duty circlip pliers, replaceable tips £8.17 £9.80
Spare tips for circlip pliers £4.90 £5.88
Pocket brake fluid tester, LED readout £5.83 £6.99

Bralle piston wind back tool
“Pro” brake piston wind back tool

£9.98 £11.98
£17.69 £21.23

Windscreen removal tool £4.98 £5.97
13 piece impact screwdriver kit £7.49 £8.98
Magnetic wing protector cover £E8.83

Coil spring compressors pair £171.90 £14.28
Bralle bleeder vacuum tester £17.69 £21.23
16 piece oil filter removal sockets L£18.73 £22.48
Motorcycle chain breaker £15.63 L1876
Heavy duty crimper set £24.90 £29.88
1/2" drive 3 piece wheel nut socket £i2.64 L1507
17 piece clutch alignment kit £10.71 E12.13
125mm piston ring compressor £4.55 E5.46
46 piece multi-purpose puller kit £8.25 £9.90
11 piece bearing race driver kit £23.69 £19.89
96 piece drain plug repair kit £25.76 £29.90

E49.50 £59.40

Lockable fuel
filler ca
.nsr:mhg

Faly esign

ro Riveter Kit
£39.90 £47.88

Joeppe? A
I &
l

12 piece 1/27 drive nelric sockel set

(inc. 72 tooth ‘Pro’ ratchet handle) £14.48 £17.38
10 piece 1/2” drive SAE socket set £9.68 E£11.62
48 piece 1/4" drive socket set £15.59 E18.71
72 piece 1/4 & 1/2” drive sockel sel £37.80 E45.36
99 piece 1/4 & 1/2” drive socket set

plus useful service tools £55.90 E67.08
3 piece socket extractor set - remove Jocking nuts £19.92 £23.90
1/2" drive universal coupling £8.25 £9.90
Pro riveter kit - rivets, rivstuds, pop rivels £39.90 E47.88
Box set of rivets, studs & pop rivets £34.50 £41.40
Torgue wrench, 40 - 210Nm 13.90 E40.68
1 piece magnelic bils socket £4.85 £5.82
4 piece socket adaptors, 1/4 - 3/8 - 1/2 £2.98 £3.58
3/8 drive oxygen sensor socket, 8mm slot £3.66 E4.39
3/8 drive oxygen sensor socket, 22mm slot £3.66 E4.39
3 piece 3/8 & 1/2 spark plug socket E3.72  £4.46

& piece socket adaptors, impact 1/4 - 3/8 - 1/2 - 3/4 - E16.46 L£17.75

6 piece 1/2 Volkswagen impact socket £11.90 E£14.28
18 piece 3/8 oil dramn socket £18.51 £22.21
5/8 oxygen sensor crowfool wrench £3.84 L4.61
1/2 oxygen sensor crowfoot wrench £3.98 E4.78
14/17mm hex drain plug key £2.90 £3.48
11 piece 3/8 spark plug/glow socket £18.34 E£22.01
Vernier calipers, 0-6" (150mm), high quality £17.90 £21.48
10 piece T-Handle Allen key set £711.90 £14.28

ENGINE ol Tool Set, Pro

TOOLING £59 90 £71.88

19pe Universal timing/Jocking sel £17.92 £21.50
Engine locking tools, Duratorq  £26.68 £32.02
Ford engine timing lool set, basic  £7.36  £8.83
Ford engine timing tool sef,pro. £59.90 L71.88

Ford fan clutch wrench £9.90 £11.88
Opel/Vawhall pro timing tool set £59.90 £71.88
Piston bore honing sel, 3 stone £9.36 £11.23
Spare stones to suil honing set £4.90 E£5.88
Valve lapper tool, 2 piece £5.20 £6.24

SET UP EQUIPMENT
- Suspension

Trackace in cardboard beox E58.00 E69.60
Trackace in blow moulded case E68.00 L81.60
Gurison Trackrite caster/camber gauge - magnetic mount £19.50  £23.40

Blackline caster/camber gauge ‘Bubble type’ E15.75 E18.90

Blackline digital caster/camber gauge, magnetic mount £67.27  £80.72
Blackfine caster/camber gauge mounting kit including

digital gauge - suit wheel diameters 10-20 E107.28 £128.74
Turntables, 1.5ton each capacity pair  L£139.80 £167.76
Digital tyre pressure gauge £1.80  £4.56
Digital tyre depth gauge £E4.80  E5.76

TESTING
EQUIPMENT

nder Leak Detector
‘E; 7.83 £26.80

Cylinder leak detector £21.83 £26.80
Fuel injection test port £19.38 £23.26
Diesel engine compression te E27.20  £32.64
9 piece petrol engine compressi E14.92 £17.90

Rechargeable workshop light - 30 LED
Rechargeable under bonnet light - 120 LED

STEERING
WHEELS

£16.25
£39.50

E19.50
L4740

Prices from

Natural Carbon
from

£7159.50 £191.490

Black spokes, suede rim
Black spokes, black leather rim
Carbon look spokes, suede rim

50 E47.40
50 E52.20
50 E6.00

I PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT IS

CIBIE LIGHTS & COVERS

:

cibie “Oscar Style’ Lamp
£39.00 £46.80

Genuine Cibe Oscar E89.50 ET07.40
Genuine Cibie Super Oscar " £99.50 E119.40
) Pattern “Oscar’ lamp, E-marked E39.00  E46.80
Pattern “Super Oscar’ lamp, E-marked £44.50 E53.40
Spare Oscar light cover pair £15.90  E£19.08
Spare Super Oscar light cover > pair £19.90 E23.88

WELDERS - \ '
ARC, MIG |
& TiG

0448 £233.38

Arc welder, 200 amp £93.29 £171.95
Mig welder, 120 amp £87.88 E105.46
Mig welder, 200 amp E194.48 £233.38
ARC & TIG welder, 180 amp E157.20 £188.64
PROFESSIONAL

Sitarter/Chargers

Starter/Charger, max. 45 amp £47.32 £56.78
Starter/Charger, max. 100 amp £98.70 £118.44
7 stage charger - reconditions deeply discharged

lead acid batteries £29.80 £35.76
Tkw inverter - incl. USB port £99.90 £119.88

BlackLine

— i

POWER TOOLS

450Nm Cordless
Impact Wml;:l;

Includes powerful 430Nm wrench
freverse), 120Nm (forwards), impact
socket set, (1) 72T ratchet handle, (1)

extendable ratchet handle, (2) x 4a
s, e

2 batteries and quick charger

Al for just
£149.70
£179.64

450Nm Impact wrench, mains 240y £47.82 E57.38
16 piece Impact socket set, 1/2” drive £15.64 E£18.77
Standard ratchet handle, 72 tooth, 1/2" drive £9.58
Extendable, 180" head ratchet handle, 72 tooth, 1/2” drivef £18.95
4Ah Samsung spare lithium battery £3298 E39.58
Torque wrench, 40-210Nm (30-1551b it) £33.90 L40.68
5 piece twist socket set, 1/2” drive £19.92 E£23.90
Universal ball joint impact socket, 1/27 drive £8.25  £9.90
250Nm lightweight impact wrench, 3/8" drive L£74.80 ER9.76
13 piece impact long-reach socket set, 3/8” drive E£11.58 £13.89
1.5Ah Samsung spare lithium battery £13.25 E15.90
Cordless power drill, 18v, 52Nm torque £41.50 £49.80
19 piece cobalt drill set, din 338, 1-10mm E16.58 E£19.90
Cordless screwdriver, 7.2y, lightweight, 6 torque settings £19.42  £23.30
AIT-'e grinder, 1100w x 125mm diameter, 1100rpm  £23.00  £27.60)
Polisher, 800-32000rpm, 180mm pad E39.81 E47.80
Heal gun, 2000w, 50-650°, 500 ltr/min air flow £24.92 E£29.90
170w mini grinder (tool only) £23.90 £280.68
170w mini grinder plus 130 picce rolary tool sel £33.90 E40.68

Blackline

Porfable Generalors
0.9kw Portable generator  £82.42  £98.90
1.2kw Portable generator  £124.58 £149.50
2.5kw Workshop generator £166.58 £199.90
3.0kw Workshop generator £229.08 £274.90
ELP 2.0kw Inverter/Generator

(suitcase style) E331.67 E398.00

JACKING
EQUIPMENT

£36.50
£136.65

2.0 ton Trolley jack
2.0 ton, loin profile ‘Pro’ garage jack
2.0 ton, loin profile ‘Pro’ garage jack
2.0 ton double lock ‘Pro’ axle stands - pair
2.25 ton lightweight jack

2.0 ton “Nascar” quick jack

3.0 tan “Pro’ axle stands, pair

Wheel skate, hydraulic litt - each

Wheel dolly, pair

N

7500b engine stand L5

15001b flodable engine stand £58.05 £69.66
Engine cradles - pair £49.50 £59.40
2in1 tool box set £35.90 £43.08

Trolley style tool box

Wheel ramp set

Tyre saver parking mat - pair
Anti-skid grid, rollable
Electric hoist, 200kgs
Electric hoist, 500kgs

£79.90

£105.01

Car creeper, lightweight, 36” L14.28
1 ton engine crane, foldable £143.40
Workshop ‘Button’ seal, preumatic £28.20

(4) Wheel tyre carrier £24.92 £29.90
(4} Wheel tyre carrier,
handle & lock

AIR
COMPRESSORS/
TOOLING

Double cylinder air pump, max 150psi (60/trs/min)  £29.50  £35.40
Hi-flow air pump (1500trs/min) £59.50 E71.40
Sealey Direct Drive, Thp, 6ltr tank, 4cfm £92.98 E£111.58
Sealey direct drive, 3hp, 1000tr tank, 12.6cfm £246.97 £296.36
15 piece 1/2” Impact wrench kit E25.18 £30.22
15 piece 1/2% ratchet wrench kit £24.04 £28.85
9 piece 190mm air hammer kit £17.18  E20.62
6 piece air drill kit £19.35 £23.22
3 piece HV LP spray gun kit £29.63 E35.

51 piece air tools - Impact, ratchet, hammer & accs.  £59.40  £77.28
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MARKETPLACE
=Avown HAMI L%%IJ\JM@ LTD

MOTORPORT & Specialists in Bespoke Products for Classic & Sports Cars
RACING TYRES —— W :
L »

" i Ecluding ACBﬂ
- FORMULA FORD

MEDIA CODE:

0844 375 2598 | =,

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk |%rrmress B prone: 0121 331 1122

Email: sales@bmtr.co.uk

Race & Rally Marquees to Suit all Budgets 3x3m to 6m Hexagon

Denso mini race altermnator. BMTR-CO-UK Steel and Alloy Frame, Clubman to Professional, Printing Available Multi-Layer Indoor
12-16v adjustable. 50/ & Outdoor Breathable Car Covers for Classic & Moderns

30amp, 1 wire connection.

|

|

|

| Il
Uor? 6425 6AL Digital Capaci- |
| == tve-discharge box. 530vio S| || DID YOU KNOW?
|

|

|

|

|

g coil. 135mij spark for every “——asm— |
firing! | 43% of our readers
V8 ENGINES- parts and accessories || describe themselves
REAL STEEL Unit 9, Tomo Industrial Estate, | as motorsport

Packet Boat Lane, Cowley, Middx, UB8 2JP |

Tel: 01895 440505 Email:sales(@realsteel.co.uk E&OE,

competitors.

Luxury Car Covers, Indoor & Outdoor Breathable Materials Printed Barriers & Flags,

Entrance Mats, Minilite Wheels Many More useful products for Modern,
516 pages of the best motorsport parts, Classic & Race Cars
accessories and innovative new

products. Available to order now.

www.hamilton-motorsport.com

Email: office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk | Tel: +44(0)118 973 7300

Calls to 0906 numbers cost 50p per minute at all times. (Calls should last no longer than 11/2 minutes).

LUIDS e A ARTEK

RETRO MOTORSPORT ELECTRONICS

2016

RALLY - TRACKDAY - RACE - KARTING - ROAD
©

iN MOTORSPORT

.P.ower Distribution
Modules
Wireless

Steering Wheel
Controls

OILS HAVE ALSO EVOLVED...
Greases, Fuel Additives,

Brake Fluids, and so much more

Suppliers to:

Porsche
for competitors & teams KA AMG
WWW.FLUIDSINMOTORSPORT.CO.UK KTM X-Bow www.CARTEKMOTORSPORT.com

Mini Challenge (UK)

079 1 3 3 77802 Kamaz CARTEK AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRONICS Ltd

, V8 Super Cars 02380 457747 New number
We ve gOt What you need Rage Motorsport info@cartekmotorsport_com



Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 3 2016 35

MOTORSPORT

i ! MOTORSPORT

[ ond>(o)1k: i i

S |B¥(P3018F L) L - :

| = e e ls e
1 i A

1 ™ 4 MOTORSPORT

: (o » . L) i

(o

PRG TRAILERS

FINEST/BUILT BRITISH {TRAILERS

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270812402
Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

Weatherweave >,

: (Aw_nings & Tarpaulins

»» WORKING WITH YOU

ESSENTIAL FOR MOTORSPORT TEAMS & COMPETITORS

MAKE TRANSPORTING AND STORING EASY WITH A WEATHERWEAVE CONVERTED TRAILER

Weatherweave is the UK's leading specialist in bespoke awnings and trailer conversions. Featuring high
specification PVC covers in a wide range of colours with artwork of your choice. Simple to use, durable, long-
lasting and fire retardant to a British Standard, with an anti fungal lacquered finish. Our customer base spans

from the general public, to international race teams and multi-global firms giving us experience second to none.

call us on: + 44 (0) 1268 774 141 or visit: www.weatherweave.co.uk
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www. WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Email: sales@woodfordtrailers.com 01327 263 384
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¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Class Act. Matinee Price.

The brand new Race Sport is in every sense a Brian James Trailer from the
coupling to the tail lights. Advanced design and product quality at this level
is not unusual for Europe’s leading car transporter trailer designers. What

is, considering its class leading features such as a standard daylight roof,
standard gullwing doors, standard access hatches and a composite GRP
body is the not-so-standard price.

Redefine your enclosed car transporter trailer expectations with the new
Race Sport from £ 6,749 plus vat.

To find your nearest dealer visit:
www.brianjames.co.uk/dealer

=AW SPORT T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office.
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E www.proalloy.co.uk

(@ sales@proalloy.co.uk . ‘Nu
ALLOY co.ux

01440 710266 753

Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from h
drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more.

POLICIES FOR

v' COMPETITION CARS
v RALLY & RACE CARS
v' SERVICE VEHICLES

PHONE: 0161 440 7590
T

iy

Tweet Us facebook.com/
@ProAlloy proalloy.motorsport

www.proalloy.co.uk

Alloywheelrepairs.com

*® Repairs to aluminium and magnesium wheels and
castings.

*Wheels chemically stripped, fine bead blasted and
powder coated.

*Wheels inserted and PCD and offset altered.

* Manufacturers of cars and components to build
Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.
* HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll cages and all parts
required and all parts required to build cars to works spec.
40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

01904 703 863

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5271

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Pelleysport

Your one stop shop
for all your Yokohama
Motorsport Tyre needs!

Qur in-house services include :
Tyre Buffing
AO48R Wet Pattern Grooving
Fitting & Balancing
visit polleysport.com

call 01354 688 111

YOKOHAMA

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

DID YOU KNOW?

89% of MIN readers either never read Autosport or read it
rarely and other magazines have an even lower overlap;
advertising in Motorsport News helps you reach a unique
audience.

Classic Car
Insurance

Your Pride and Joy

Adrian Flux know how much you love

your car, that's why we are dedicated to
finding you a great policy tailored to your
specific requirements and driving history.
Call us today for a free, no obligation quote.

40

YEARS

OF EXCEUENCE

o

Benefits available include:

0800 085 5000

adrianflux.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

W Agreed Value
B Modifications Cover
M Track Day Cover

M FREE Legal Cover
M Limited Mileage Discounts
B Club Member Discounts
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WEB DIRECTORY

RACE AND RALLY PARTS RACING WEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE...MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

=l ' ’ MARDI GRAS m
Authorised stockists for: MOTORSPORT m tm
OSRAMNPHILIPS NN

_ MOTORSPORT _

01527 908676 | www.phoenix: 1| www.mardigras.co.uk ||

RACE AND RALLY PARTS RACING WEAR

01933 411993 | = e RACE&RALLY

jondelrace@aol.com BT cms o - od B PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

RACING WEAR

Teamwear Specialists - ;O
BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS b"°' " ¢

FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD ° ulclr. Turnaround

ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.

CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS, o'l cooling & plumblng SPeCIa“StS ::‘ﬂg'd’;.c:ﬂdu:
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING. 0208 568 1172 thinkaut o Logo p Fees
WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 hdiikiadaandlll | WWW.logomeup.co.u 1158

TRAILER & TRANSPORTERS

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w o M P YB R AC ’ N G

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about uirements and we wil MOTORSPORT & PERFORMANCE
St a1 s cachige e o e 2000 ko B ¥ Connected to you

s i Tz | | WWW.YBRACING.COM

RACE AND RALLY PARTS WHEELS & TYRES

-
¢ Performance Tuning Specialists -
> Northampton | ° 2WD Superflow Rolling Road, cc‘)}mﬂp(”o)mg)ﬂyé
M L
Motorsparf 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity o ]

« Life Racing and Omex Engine Management s depariment 1§ Winning all over the world since 1973...

e-mail o Weber DellOrto and SU Carburettor Agent trade sales are now Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com ber, DellOrto an arburetior Agents Including CXR, ML and MO
or visit Plus much more, Contact us on WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
northamptonmotorsport Com 01 604 766624 Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

Gearboxman.com|SBD Motorsport

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES | oo ‘
Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more | [Sasbdtm il
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 W: sbdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

Hydraulics in Northants www.TSALTAMOTORSPORT co.ux

2 -3 Brakesto3” Commercial RALLY CAR HIRE & PREPARATION
LMA Hydraulics NIGHT EVENTS AND STAGES
T:- 01933 778319

Manufacturers of bespoke split rim alloy wheels Every sel made to order!
ROAD / RACE / KIT-CARS // BIKES & TRIKES / DRAGSTERS / ETC ...
Wheel fitments for virtually and vehicle from 10" to 22" diameter from 3" to 18" wide. Pmﬂ:m:e work

for 0.E. manufacturers, drawing fo finshed product, design facility, comprehensive parts dep
150 9001:2000 Accredited Company Certificate No. GB00196

TO BOOK AN ADVERT INTO
OUR WEB DIRECTORY,
CONTACT ONE OF THE TEAM
ON 0208 267 5271

FOR DETAILS CONTACT GARY OR LINDA ON
E:- Rupert@LMAautoparts.com 01970 630 730 or 07970 361 910

e | THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

aransp on T Jamie Brooker Jonathan King Paul Skinner

Ad Sales Executive Ad Sales Executive Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5271 T: +44 (0) 208 267 5992 T: +44 (0) 208 267 5414

E: Jamie.Brooker@haymarket.com E: jonathan.king@haymarket.com E: Paul.Skinner@haymarket.com




BE ONE WITH IT

Be’oneW|th your tyres, and the road will be one with you.

| OFFICIAL
k ) EUROPA PARTNER

venlus F200

Top-notch performance slick tyre with w"anKOOK

consistency and high mileage in dry conditions

For all your motorsport tyre requirements contact Hankook’s official motorsport distributors: hankooktire.com/uk
UK: MR TYRE MOTORSPORT on +44 (0)121 551 4589
IRELAND: DOC SPORT on +353 (0)87 2638951

Hankook Tyre U.K. Ltd. Fawsley Drive, Heartlands Business Park, Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 8UG, U.K.
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