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Upcoming Events:
 Feb. 11: ‘100 Days of
School’ Event (Grades
KG-2)
 Feb. 14: Valentine’s
Day Celebration &
Dance (Grades 3-5)
 Feb. 20-21: ParentTeacher Conferences
 Feb. 24: ASAs resume
 Feb. 26: PTA Meeting
Special Note: ‘ASUs
Got Talent’ will be on
April 4. Sign up now
and plan to showcase
your talent!
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Parents Join ASU Students and Staff for Cultural Day Events
ASU hosted a number of events
in January leading up to the Tsagaan
Sar holiday. The National Dress Day
of years past, which featured displays
prepared by the Mongolian classes
and students dressing up in their national clothing, broadened into cultural events that included artifacts,
information and a lot of food and fun
from many different nations. For the
first time, parents also joined in at
the elementary school by offering some of their cultural keepsakes for displays and
even dressing up and presenting at their respective
booths. The event, led again at the elementary level
by the Mongolian Class teacher Ms. Nasaa, and also
led this year by the third grade teachers, was a huge
success, with crowds of students, teachers and parents streaming through the halls to view the exhibitions, ask questions, and try the international cuisine.
Other events leading up to the holiday included a
food drive that provided items to help families participate in the annual event, and a visit from ASU’s
sister school, School 60, during which the visitors
presented a variety of performances.

Principal’s Message

Cultures’ Fair a Time for Celebrating Unity and Diversity

Around the School 4

Walk through the halls of
ASU and step into the
classrooms that are bustling with activity, and you
will see what makes our
school a fascinating place
to learn. Behind the red
uniforms and the unity
that brings us together
toward our common
goals, you will find a wonderful mixture of cultures

and influences. Led by
our large percentage of
Mongolian students and
staff, our students represent dozens of other
countries, symbolizing the
richness of our school
culture. Our Cultural Day
event was successful because of the community
effort behind it. Parents
have always supported

events in the past, but it
was a welcome change to
see them directly involved
in carrying out the details
and representing their
culture with pride. We
hope to develop this partnership more as we learn
more about each other
and grow to appreciate
the diversity that is represented at ASU.
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Pre-Kindergarten Students Gain Knowledge, Social Skills through Play
Gee, all they do is play? Yes, the children in Pre-Kindergarten do play a
lot. During this time an awful lot is going on. Students play daily with educational toys, explore how things work,
and learn the social skills needed to play
games, share and make friends. These
cooperative play experiences help to
develop and expand their language abilities while exploring a language other
than their own. Offering our students
so many hands-on opportunities for observation, exploration, and investigation
provides them a strong foundation in
preparation for Kindergarten this Fall.
After being off for Winter Break, we began our New Year with review of our class rules, routines followed by lessons based on themes
of things that Winter brings, such as Cold Weather, Snow, Mittens and,
yes, more play!
- Ms. Ernita (PK1) and Ms. Robyn (PK2)

Health & Happiness: Physical Education Shows Benefits of Balanced Life
Teaching physical education at ASU has been
a privilege. My students are always excited to be
involved in learning new skills and sports. I attempt to constantly challenge my students, making sure most of my lessons are worthwhile for
all my kids. As our curriculum expectations
state, students “participate actively and regularly
in a wide variety of physical activities and demonstrate an understanding of the value of regular
physical activity in their daily lives.”
These expectations are met in multiple ways.
The students have developed fundamental and
specialized movement skills and demonstrated
Another way we are building a sense of community
concepts of body, effort, space and relationships is through our new PE uniforms. The students are exin movement. They learned to follow rules of
cited to wear the uniform, which includes t-shirts in
fair play in games and activities. They have
their Spirit House colors. There are other benefits to
worked cooperatively to achieve group goals.
it. It alleviates the long time spent changing from gym
clothes to school uniform, and many uniforms being
They are learning to apply the fitness concepts
outside the gym. Through many, varied activities accidentally switched. For convenience, the PE uniand a commitment to a healthy lifestyle, they are form may be worn the entire day on days your child
has a PE lesson. Our original order lacked the larger
achieving total fitness.
sizes for our older students, but we are working to
I look forward to continuing the learning process, making sure your child feels accepted while make those available as soon as possible.
demonstrating competence and enjoying physical activity. Additionally, I will strive to instill a sense of community and respect amongst not only my students, but from me as well.
- Coach Andy Zinck
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ASU Hosts Food Drive to Help Less Fortunate During Tsagaan Sar Holiday
It has been ASU’s tradition to distribute food to
the less fortunate families in our city so they can
celebrate Tsagaan Sar in a more special way. The
items included cooking oil, canned meats, salt, sugar,
flour, and breakfast grains. The Food Drive was
conducted throughout the entire school, and at the
elementary level, nearly 700 items were brought in.
The items were donated to the Veloo Foundation,
which, according to Allyson Seaborn of the UB Post,
is “a non-profit organization which runs a program
aimed at
alleviating
the suffering and
neglect of
the most
vulnerable
and marginalized
children in
UB.”

Our aim was to encourage 100% involvement by
every member of the ASU community, not to make
this a competition of who can give more. Our focus
again this year was on continuing to educate our
students, while cultivating and building a sense responsibility and empathy towards the lives of others
in our community and the world.

School 60 Presents Both Traditional, Modern Performances for ASU Students
Students from School 60, the Mongolian public
school that has partnered with ASU for years, arrived at ASU on January 29 to perform traditional –
and some modern – songs and dances. As always,
the annual visit offered an exciting array of talent,
including young vocalists, a contortionist and colorful costumes that were sewn by the students them-

(Above) A contortionist wows
the crowd, and (right) dancers
wearing traditional costumes
perform a number for the
students.

selves. The students worked long hours after
school to prepare their presentation, which resulted in a special treat for our students and staff. ASU
took the opportunity at the end of the performance
to thank School 60 for their partnership and to present a gift of money that was raised during a fundraiser last November.

Home of Future Leaders
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American School of Ulaanbaatar
Zaisan Hill 11, Khan Uul district
Central Post Office, P.O.B 2365
Ulaanbaatar – 15160, Mongolia

Managing Director
Oyunsuren D.
managingdirector@asu.edu.mn
Phone: (976) 11 345926
Principal
Roger Dutcher
es.principal@asu.edu.mn
Phone: (976) 11 341306

(Clockwise, from left) The United States, Canada and Russia, Indonesia, and
Brazil were among the countries included in the school’s Cultures’ Fair.

Elementary Coordinator
Joanne Effa
joanne@asu.edu.mn
Phone: (976) 11 341306
Student Services Officers
Naraa@asu.edu.mn
Davaajav@asu.edu.mn
Phone:(976) 11 341501
Administrative Officer
Enkhzaya@asu.edu.mn

We’re on the web!
www.asu.edu.mn

Expected School-wide
Student Outcomes

Students,
parents
and
teachers
present
food and
artifacts
representing
their nations.

ASU students will be…
Academic Achievers
Critical Thinkers
Involved Citizens
Effective Communicators
Self-Directed Lifelong
Learners

(Above, left) An ASU third grader performs a Mongolian dance during the
monthly awards assembly. (Above, right) Students stand ready for visitors to
the Australia display.

