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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the concept of reconciliation of different
political views, the peace-building efforts in Southern Thailand given various cultural
values, the coexistence of the 4S6 students, and to recommend principles of peaceful
coexistence despite differences. Data are collected from literature review, relevant
research studies, and interview with population groups that are affected by political
conflict, the academia, people with different political views, government officials, and
the general public regarding the violence in the South of Thailand. Data are also drawn

from participation observation of the 456 students.

The findings of the study show that the fundamental causes of conflict in the
Thai society include inequality, non-democracy, lack of social justice, discrimination with
double-standard, and failure to accept and embrace different views. Different political
gains, the patron-client system, and competition for scarce resources escalate the
violence. However, the Thai society is capable of gaining back peace and reconciliation
with appropriate conditions, new political mechanisms, neutrality, and reliable justice
system. Every party has to join hands, and amnesty must be practiced as one of the
means for reconciliation. In addition, the violence in Southern Thailand is rooted in the
extensive use of government power, the failure in law enforcement, inequality and lack
of social justice, distrust from past events, and identity differences. The peace-building
efforts should follow the King’s philosophy of “understand, reach to, and develop.”
This begins with understanding the social context, causes of conflict, and attempts of
those who hold different views on the government. To reach to means to build
relations and create an opportunity for people to express their opinions and interests.
The final step is to develop with peaceful means, use political strategy to guide military

strategy, and encourage participation.

Factors contributing to the coexistence of the 4S6 students include 1) a comfort
zone to freely express opinions to a neutral audience, 2) fast, convenient and sufficient

communication to ensure good understanding, 3) joint academic and other activities,



4) embedded arguments in the curriculum for people of different views to consider,
open to and understand differences, and use rational, and 5) neutral and mature

classmates to help prevent conflict. The 4S Model comprises the following elements.

S1 Happy Society refers to a society where happiness and physical and
emotional security are prime. This society is suitable for coexistence despite different
opinions and values. Moreover, Happy Society also refers to happy coexistence in spite

of different political, social, economic and cultural status.

S2 Creative Communication refers to the use of creative and proper
communication means, conveying the truth without slandering or provoking hatred or
conflict. This also creates an opportunity for listening and contemplation, and reflection

of one’s own opinion as well as others’.

S3 Reconciliation with Peaceful Means refers to the employment of peaceful
means in resolving group or societal conflict. This involves discussions, listening with
open-mindedness, managing emotions, embracing different opinions, thoughts and
beliefs, following religious principles, and ensuring justice system. Solving conflicts has

to ensure sustainability.

S4 Good Governance refers to the assurance of sufficiency and efficiency,
accountability, transparency, participation, power distribution, rule of law, equality, and

unanimity to govern, manage and supervise all social businesses.
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