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Political	  consensus	  was	  achieved	  at	  COP21	  in	  Paris,	  when	  all	  countries	  agreed	  to	  “holding	  the	  increase	  in	  the	  
global	  average	  temperature	  to	  well	  below	  2°C	  above	  pre-‐	   industrial	   levels	  and	  pursuing	  efforts	  to	   limit	  the	  
temperature	  increase	  to	  1.5°C	  above	  pre-‐	  industrial	  levels.”	  A	  new	  threshold	  for	  avoiding	  the	  worst	  impacts	  
and	  damages	  from	  climate	  change	  was	  set.	  The	  Intergovernmental	  Panel	  on	  Climate	  Change	  was	  tasked	  to	  
provide	  a	  special	  report	  on	  1.5°C	  of	  global	  warming	  and	  related	  global	  greenhouse	  gas	  emission	  pathways.	  	  

The	  1.5°C	  aspirational	  goal	  was	  adopted,	  because	  it	  was	  a	  matter	  of	  survival	  for	  many	  low-‐lying	  island	  states	  
and	  coastal	  regions.	  Already	  at	  the	  current	  1°C	  warming	  we	  can	  witness	  extreme	  weather	  events	  happening	  
more	  frequently	  and	  severely	  –	  also	  in	  the	  EU	  as	  this	  summer	  showed.	  

The	  IPCC	  report	  released	  today	  indicates	  clearly:	  

• The	  risks	  of	  climate	  change	  at	  1.5°C	  are	  significantly	  smaller	  than	  at	  2°C.	  This	  applies	  to	  impacts	  on	  
health,	  crop	  yields,	   fisheries,	  water	  stress,	  biodiversity,	  sea	   level	  rise	  and	  the	  economy	  as	  a	  whole.	  
Marine	  ice	  sheet	  instability	  in	  Antarctica	  and	  irreversible	  loss	  of	  the	  Greenland	  ice	  sheet	  could	  lead	  
to	  multi-‐metre	  sea	  level	  rise	  and	  the	  threshold	  for	  this	  could	  lie	  between	  1.5	  and	  2oC	  warming.	  

• The	  economic	  benefits	  of	  limiting	  warming	  to	  1.5°C	  are	  huge.	  Limiting	  warming	  to	  
1.5°C	  instead	  of	  2°C	  would	  save	  1.5–2.0%	  of	  Gross	  World	  Product	  (GWP)	  by	  mid-‐century	  and	  3.5%	  of	  
GWP	  by	  end-‐of-‐century	  (not	  including	  long-‐term	  sea	  level	  rise	  impacts)	  and	  also	  has	  been	  estimated	  
to	  result	  in	  co-‐benefits	  of	  0.5–0.6%	  of	  GWP	  due	  to	  reductions	  in	  air	  pollution.	  	  The	  “costs”	  are	  
actually	  investments	  in	  avoiding	  those	  damages	  and	  improving	  infrastructure,	  health,	  geopolitical	  
stability	  and	  resilience.	  

• Humanity	  has	  the	  means	  to	  limit	  climate	  change	  and	  build	  a	  more	  sustainable	  and	  resilient	  future.	  It	  
is	   still	   possible	   to	  meet	   the	   1.5°C	   limit	   with	   ambitious	   policies	   in	   all	   sectors.	   It	   will	   also	   be	  much	  
easier	  to	  achieve	  the	  Sustainable	  Development	  Goals	  in	  a	  1.5°C	  world.	  	  

• Sticking	   to	   the	  current	  2030	  country	  pledges	   (NDC’s),	  prepared	  a	  year	  before	   the	  Paris	  Agreement	  
was	  adopted,	  would	  make	  the	  1.5°C	  goal	  infeasible.	  

In	  light	  of	  these	  findings,	  the	  only	  logical	  and	  responsible	  reaction	  for	  the	  EU	  and	  its	  Member	  States	  would	  
be	  to	  make	  their	  policies	  consistent	  with	  a	  1.5°C	  scenario,	  delivering	  on	  their	  Paris	  commitment	  and	  aiming	  
to	  avoid	  the	  most	  severe	  damage	  globally	  and	  domestically.	  	  

The	   IPCC	  report	   shows	   that	   for	   limiting	  warming	   to	  1.5°C	  global	  greenhouse	  gas	  emissions	  have	   to	  be	  net	  
zero	  around	  2070.	  To	  allow	  poor	  countries	  more	  time,	  the	  EU	  would	  have	  to	  reach	  that	  point	  earlier,	  i.e.	  net-‐
zero	  by	  2050.	  Even	  for	  a	  “well	  below	  2°C”	  scenario,	  a	  95%	  greenhouse	  gas	  emission	  reduction	  by	  2050	  would	  
be	  an	  appropriate	  goal	  and	  this	  means	  a	  very	  significant	  departure	  from	  the	  current	  policy	  track	  that	  is	  based	  
on	  an	  80%	  reduction	  by	  2050.	  Under	  both	  pathways,	  it	  is	  essential	  that	  additional	  emission	  reductions	  occur	  
over	   the	   next	   decade	   –	   especially	   in	   the	   transport	   and	   energy	   sector.	   Hence,	   increasing	   the	   EU’s	   2030	  
reduction	  target	  to	  a	  range	  of	  55-‐60%	  compared	  to	  1990	  becomes	  a	  necessity.	  Using	  the	  400	  billion	  Euros	  
spent	  annually	  on	  fossil	  fuel	  imports	  could	  be	  a	  good	  starting	  point	  to	  trigger	  investments	  at	  scale.	  

Tomorrow,	  the	  Council	  has	  the	  opportunity	  to	  back	  a	  net-‐zero	  greenhouse	  gas	  emissions	  goal	  by	  2050	  and	  
state	  clearly	  that	  the	  EU	  is	  intending	  to	  strengthen	  its	  2030	  targets	  before	  next	  year’s	  UN	  Secretary	  General	  
Antonio	  Guterres’	  climate	  summit	  in	  September.	  International	  partners	  and	  European	  civil	  society	  expect	  no	  
less	  in	  terms	  of	  EU	  leadership	  on	  the	  Paris	  Agreement.	  
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