EYES PLAYING
TRICKS ON ME
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WHAT
KIND OF
[ POWER IS SHE
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were sliding
above the

That was
Akame Kei's
impression.

The shape of
her hands made
Kuronuma think

of Buddha'’s

hands.

@ N

The way she
walked made
her look
weightless.

The movement
of her hands
reminded Ayumi
of petals dancing
in the wind.
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ACROSS THE
FIELDS

CREATURES
THAT FLY,
CRAWL, Swim

W Wiy 7

THE WATER “

AND T ARE
THE EARTH

AND T ARE

= WE ARE =5
_—==— ONE AND THE ‘%i_ /

?/? SAME...] &;\\f\:\ﬁ/




ONE AND THE
SAME...]

IAM
ONE WITH
ALL LIFE IN

HEAVEN AND

EARTH.
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\\Q§\\\ 1am |E e T 2 BECOME LIFE.

' rime wes
NOT EXISTED
FOR ME SINCE
= T CAME INTO

N4 AN EnpLESS
JOURNEY.

AND LIFE
DISSIPATES
TO BECOME
A SOUL.
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I AM THE
ONE WHO
BINDS HEAVEN
AND EARTH.
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I AM
THE GREAT
WILL THAT

RAINS POWN 5

FROM THE
HEAVENS. \\>
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T AM THE LIFE
FORCE THAT
WELLS LIP FROM

DEEP WITHIN
THE EARTH.
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I AM THE
CRIMSON
60PDESS!
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WE MUST  IF NOTHING | 8§ N G " . o WHAT... 7
HAVE ALL  ELSE, THAT Y 2 =, ,
BEEN COULDN'T : ~ THAT.. A : JC- ppwe | A
ILLUSIONZ . 2
SEEING  WAVE BEEN oL | MovEE “\= JUST SEE?
THINGS. REAL, H WHAT ON
] EARTH...
...HERE
IN THIS
VALLEY OF

THE PLUM

L TSUKIKAGE-
= SENSEL.



[

]
Tl

l




LEGENDS ARE
PASSED FROM ONE
PERSON TO THE
NEXT TO CREATE
STORIES THAT LIVE
IN A NEW ERA,

T EXPECT
THAT EVERYONE
HERE WILL ONE

.THE
CONTINUATION DAY WITNESS...

OF THIS
LEGEND WITH A
NEW CRIMSON
GODDESS,

THEY DON'T WANT
TO PLAY THIS SCENE
IN ORDER TO LET THE
CRIMSON GODDESS AND
TSSHIN CANDIDATES THINK
ABOUT HOW THEY WOULD
PERFORM THIS ROLE!
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LIVE AND

b e WE HAVE

Pt AKOYA BECOMES 3 THE CRMSON |
THE GODDESS, ANp  PIEJ2 % = GODDESS, THE |
TSSHIN LINDERSTANDS SPRIT OF THE

THE HEART OF BUDDHA,
THE CHALLENGE 1S
TO ACT OUT THEIR

CONFLICT EVEN
THROUGH THER LOVE
FOR ONE ANOTHER.

AND TSSHIN, PLUM TREE THAT
WHO INTENDS ~ PESCENDED
TO compLeTe  NTO AKOYA

THE MISSION
ENTRUSTED TO

HIM BY THE
EMPEROR.

THESE ARE
EXTREMELY
DIFFICULT
ROLES.

TSUKIKAGE
CHIBLISA HAS LEFT
}  THIS CHALLENGE TO
[ THE TWO CRIMSON
BGODDESS CANDIDATES A\

AND ISSHIN...!

A CONFRONTATION
WITH HER BELOVED
ISSHIN...]
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] \ TO CUT POWN
THE THOUSAND-
VEAR PLUM TREE...
THE SOLRCE OF HIS
BELOVED'S LIFE...]
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i THE SEVENTH : g&‘ b Now,
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veTolo THE O PRAVER FESTIVAL o SEVERAL THEN!
EMPEROR OF THE HE FOR PEACE HAD VEARS AFTER o
RUMORS THAT sPOKe T JUST ENDED, AND S THAT DAY
SWIRLED AROLIND TERAFUSA, THE EMPEROR WAS ==
THE MYSTERIOUS SOUNDING ~ LOOKNG LP AT gy [}
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"T SEE... SO WE>
HAVE NO IDEA \

2 'I—
s
"HE NEVER
BIVES HIS TERAFLISA
NAME HAD A READY WHERE THAT MAN |
" DON'T RESPONSE. HAS GONE..."
D i "
AND CARVES BELIEVE WE .(-4‘ J T WAS HOPING
SPLENDID BUDDHA WILL EVER TO REWARD HIM
STATLIES INSTEAD EIND Hi. & IN SOME WAY..."
OF CHANTING (0]
SUTRAS." :
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kt.dg‘_ — g e
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L "BOUNTIFUL
/quli"# HARVEST WILL
W BGROW FROM
! ‘ﬂl.w-‘ THE RAVAGED
. "SPRINGS o
WELL LP FROM
THE DRIED

EARTH..I"

e/

S A\

P "IT 1S SAID
\ EVEN THE
" &) FLOW OF

I3 RIVERS CAN
"@ CHANGE!"

{ ) orren- |48
TIAL RAINS (&7

"HE HAS SAVED
COUNTLESS SICK
PEOPLE."

"THEY SAY HE IS
ALSO WELL VERSED
IN THE MAKING
OF MEDICINE, AND
TEACHES OTHERS

HIS WAYS,"

STORMS THAT MONK

"IF YOU PRAY TO
THE STATLE THE
MONK CARVED,
BLESSED RAINS WILL
FALL FROM THE
PARCHED SKIES."

"ALSO, IF
YOU PRAY AT
THE STATUE

CARVED

"A GREAT
NUMBER
OF PEOPLE
WERE HEALED
RIGHT ON

"AND WHEN HE
CARVED STATUES FOR
VILLAGES RAVAGED
BY DISEASE, HE
ALSO PRAYED FOR
THE SICKNESS TO
BE ERADICATED"




GOES, HE LEAVES

ON THE
BOTTOM OF WHICH
IS CARVED ONE
CHARACTER: SHIN,
OR 'TRUTH""

"AND WITHOUT FAIL,
WHEREVER THIS MONK

STATUE FILLED WITH LOVE
AND COMPASSION.

"ME SPEAKS
| "ME IS EVEN WITH THE
| FRIENDLY WITH HEAVENS"
| THE CLOUDS
'AND
Lo i e
© EARTH

BEHIND A

i

"BUT MUCH LIKE

HE WILL 6O NEXT"

THE CLOUDS IN THE SKY,
NO ONE KNOWS WHERE

"WE BELIEVE
WE KNOW
HIS TRUE

IDENTITY..."

"THESE ARE
ALL THINGS THAT

IN A

AND TRAVELS
AS HE CARVES
HIS STATLIES."

"AT TIMES,
THEY PRAY
FOR MERCY."

=

"HE NEVER
STAYS LONG

PLACE,

FOR PEACE IN

NY ONE

"AT TIMES,
PEOPLE PRAY

"AT TIMES,
OR PLENTIFUL
HARVESTS."

PEOPLE PRAY TO 2
HIS STATUES OF »
BUDDHA FOR."
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"PERHAPS, JUST AS A
GODDESS RESIDED IN A
WOMAN'S BODY, BUDDHA
RESIDES IN THIS MAN.."

AND THE
SACRED STATUE
OF THE
GODDESS WAS
THUS BORN."

"PERHAPS THE
SAME EXALTED SOUL
ALSO RESIDES IN THIS
WANDERING MONK."

THE EMPEROR
BGAZED AT THE VIVID
PLUM BLOSSOMS,

AND SPOKE,
TERAFUSA

EXPLAINED.

"TWO SOULS
WERE BOUND

"EVEN WHILE HIS
BODY ROAMS THE
EARTH, PERHAPS HIS
SOUL ALREADY WALKS
THE HEAVENS."

TOGETHER "HE IS UNLIKELY

BGODDESS TO DESCEND TO
AND BUDDHA Us EVEN IF WE
BECAME ONE DO FIND HIM"

BRANCHES
RISING,

AS IF TO
REACH TO
THE EVER
BLUE SKY.

EMPEROR
LOOKED Lp
TOWARDS
THE SKY

THE CRIMSON
PLUM BLOSSOMS
SEEMED
ESPECIALLY
RADIANT,
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MAY CHANGE, BUT,
- THE LEGEND WILL
7 CONTINUE TO BE

TOLR, ITS SOUL
WILL LIVE ON...

..AND REGAIN
" VO“"’@/WD
RENEWED LIFE.

THE LIFE
you GAVE

AH...
THE CRIMSON
BGOPDESS HAS




MAYA OR
AYUMI...

\
WILL RESIDE IN —
ONE OF THOSE
TWO YOUNG /~ ™\
/ GRLS...

N

WAS THIS BOOD
ENOUGH...2

=
1 HAS COME...
Z Soon,
THE CRIMSON
>~ GODPPESS WILL BE
R K‘J RESURRECTED... /

|
4

|

| TCHREN...
A\ My DEAR...

"I;HE TIME

my LONG

ROLE WILL
SOON COMe
TO AN END..

THE CRIMSON
GODPPESS WILL
CONTINUE TO

ICHIREN...

My DEAR.




I?E;t' ;TP‘I%?.SOT:;E I WAS SURPRISEP ~ WOW THAT

BY HOW MOVED I WAS SPEC-
THOUSAND-YEAR
PLUM, THE CRIMSON WAS AT A STAGE TACULAR.

BGOPPESS...] LIKE THIS...

WE WILL - i
NEVER SEE W WE MET A REAL
APLAY LIKE W 4y GOPDESS HERE
! IN THE VALLEY OF
THE PLUM TREES,
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I'm SURE TSUKIKAGE-
OZAKI SENSEL.. YOU
ICHRENIS | DIP WELL!
DELIGHTED

THE MASK

/ Z

DIDN'T BOTHER ME \ SRS
AT ALLI IN FACT, T WONDERFUL...
THOUBHT IT MADE S

THE PERFORMANCE =Y, YOU AGREE,

MORE EFFECTIVE, 2 mAsLimIZ

T FINALLY UNDERSTAND WHY

Love
T WONDER WHICH BETWEEN THE YOUR FATHER HAS WANTED TO
ONE OF THOSE TWO SPIRIT OF THE PROPLUCE THIS PLAY FOR SO

WILL GET THE ROLE OF THOUSAND-YEAR gl
CRIMSON GOPPESS... PLUM TREE AND 7

THE BUDPHIST
PRIEST ISSHIN...

LONG. IT TRULY WAS LOVELY

SPEAKING OF

THE CRIMSON
x| GODDESS'S
\ LOVE...

T WISH We
COULD HAVE
SEEN THE
CLIMAX...
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..T WONDER
WHAT KIND OF
WONDPERFUL
PERFORMANCE
THEY'LL PUT ON |

TO PORTRAY IT...
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