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THERE'S Wi ) ' NO...\
coNGTOBEAN |l  tose || /
IMPORTANT JOB S
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IT’LL BE WAITING FOR YOU IN N BUT
AN EVENT TOKYO. IMPORTANT . 2 YOU MUST
TO BUILD FOR YOU AND W\ NOT FORGET
CONFIDENCE DAITO.
IN DAITO’S
FUTURE.

DO YOU
i UNDERSTAND,
1 masume

N MUYG:J
JOB IS TO BE % ST NOT
ANXIOUS.

I UNDER-
STAND.

FOR
HAYAMI
MASUMI OF

DAITO ENTER-
TAINMENT,
THAT Is. JAK —
SHIORI TRUL
IS THE BESTY I WILL
pARTNER [ RETURN TO
TOKYO ON

THERE
WILL BE
ALL SORTS OF
PEOPLE PAYING
ATTENTION.

THAT DAY.




I'D
LIKE TO
HEAR YOUR
THOUGHTS.

HOW
WAS THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS

YESTERDAY?

THE BEST
POSSIBLE ; -
SETTING. M e R e e U PLAY N THE NATURAL
S . T A1 SETTING OF THE VALLEY
OF THE PLUM TREES

= _/\ WAS BRILLIANT.

IT WAS SIMPLE,
COMPOSED OF
HUMAN VOICES,

FLUTES, AND
[T FELT VERY DRUMS, BUT...

NATURAL ON THE OPEN
STAGE. IN FACT, I THINK
IT WAS THE MOST
FITTING CHOICE.

ONE COULD EVEN
ARGUE THAT THE
ECHOES OF THE
SOUND THROUGH
THE VALLEY ADDED
TO THE MYSTIQUE.




TORCHES THAT : ...PROVIDED
ILLUMINATED THE SOUND
THE NIGHT.

o~ ...AND YOU
2 / HAVE THE BEST
POSSIBLE EFFECTS
FOR THE PLAY.

1’ THE TWO T ALL THIS
I PERFORMERS WITH JUST
WIELDED THEIR TWO MAIN
SOLID ACTING ACTORS.
SKILLS TO FULL
EFFECT ON THAT
STAGE IN THE
VALLEY.

THINK THE MASK
TSUKIKAGE CHIGUSA
WORE TO HIDE HER FACIAL
SCARS WAS VERY

EFFECTIVE.

ANVTHING, T WAS
ING, IT
S0 THAr LIKE THE WONDERFUL HOW THE
P THIS WAS THE AND  AUDIENCE GOT STAGE AND THE AUDIENCE
/:- ULTIMATE PLAY SHARED THE A FIRSTHAND BECAME ONE SO THAT WE
/3 EXPERIENCE. STORY WITH  GLIMPSE OF COULD EXPERIENCE THE
3 THE ACTORS HISTORY. STORY OF THE CRIMSON
%’4 AT(:'EE roougr  COPPESS FIRSTHAND.
WE'LL EVER
SEE A PERFOR-
MANCE LIKE

IT AGAIN.




I'D EVEN GIVEN

e

CALL IT THE ALL THESE
DEFINITIVE _| POINTS, IT WAS
VERSION OF PERFECT
THE CRIMSON

GODDESS.

THAT’S
Wl e WHAT T SURPASSING
BE A CRIMSON BELIEVE, IT WOULD BE
GODDESS GREATER IMPOSSIBLE FOR
THAN THE ONE DAITO NO MATTER
HOW MUCH MONEY
WE SPENT...

THE SAME

FATE AWAITS

ITIS THE CRIMSON
WITH DAITO GODDESS.

THAT THE NEW

CRIMSON GODDESS
WILL BE RESU- g
RRECTED. e T R

7%
S

THAT HAPPENS,

3 THE PLAY WE SAW
'y YESTERDAY WILL AND
£ BECOME MERE - a&i?Agé
~
P AR e THAT NURTURE IT
We'd 4% A\ y { THENEW — q0 gRILL-
—of X P 5L/ () RU X RO A CRIMSON IANCE,
E 7 ezl I AVONGH (i GODDESS
SURPASSES

EVEN THE




I'VE
KNOWN
AYUMI SINCE
SHE WAS

o] YOUNG.

2 DIFFERENT
21| FROM GIRLS
WHO WERE

BLESSED WITH

JUST LUCK

| AND TALENT. /)?

MAKE SURE
DAITO GETS

THE CRIMSON

GODDESS. DO

Lt

UNDERSTAND?
THAT’S YOUR

MISSION!

IS THE
DECISION
THAT WILL
SIGNAL
VICTORY OR
DEFEAT FOR
DAITO.

SHE'LL WORK
HERSELF TO THE

BONE WITHOUT
HER STRONG REST FOR THE
SENSE OF SELF SAKE OF HER
7 SHINES IN EVERYTHING GOALS.

SHE DOES!

/\/ ONE OF S NOW
THETWOWLL P @ LET’S TALK
BE CHOSEN AS THE N ABOUT THE
NEXT CRIMSON D) TWO CANDI-
GODDESS. ;(,4’3{ 7 ‘ DATES.
s AYUMI OR
4

NOT
MANY

X KNOW THIS,

BUT SHE’S

1/ AN INCRED-

/ IBLY HARD

.’ \ OF HERWILL|S ~ WORKER...
D \ ON A DIFFERENT
v \NT— LEVEL FROM HER

WO\ PEERS.




IF ANYTHING
AT ALL DEFINED
HER, IT WOULD BE
HER PASSION FOR

ACTING.

I WONT
GO AS FAR AS
SAYING SHE’S GOOD
FOR NOTHING ELSE, BUT
HER DESIRES DON'T

SHE'S
COLORLESS
AND TRANS-
PARENT...

TERRIFIES
ME...

LIFE ON THE
LINE FOR A
CHALLENGE.

SHE
SHINES
50 MUCH ON
NOTHING
STAGE THAT
How YOU ALL BUT ..NORIS ABOUT HER

STANDS
ON EARTH FORGET HOW SHE ESPECIALLY  STAND:

DOES SHE DO SHE NORM- BEAUTIFUL, BUT :
IT, MASUMI ? ALY 5. O STRAKGEL, THERE

DRAWS PEOPLE

SHE'LL
BECOME A
PEERLESS ACTRESS
AT THE TOP OF THE
ENTERTAINMENT
INDUSTRY BEFORE

LONG.

AT THEIR
QUALITIES
ACT-

AS
-1 CAN RESSES...

IDON'T
UNDERSTAND
IT EITHER
MYSELF,
FATHER.




WILL SHE
BECOME A |F
MONUMENTAL |5

EVEN
IMAGINE
WHERE
KITAJIMA
MAYA WILL

! | ) ‘
Wi Ao —
i 5 2z, GENIUSES
HOWEVER, N CANNOT
CONSIDER THEIR L Z/AYE N THEYRE LIVE FOR
ENORMOUS’ A ~. 4 DEDITED A:Eysrigugse
WeLUeNce! BN~ . TO THER CRAFT o
8 S THAT THEY CAN'T TALENT.
| CHANGE THEIR WAY ¢
. OF LIFE EVEN IF IT
f HURTS THE PEOPLE
I | AROUNDM/
. IN THE
% MIDDLE AGES,
THE GENIUS ZEAMI
COMPLETELY

HiS UPENDED THE
INFLUENCE IS WORLD OF NOH

THEATER AT
FELT EVEN NOW,
CENTURIES THE TIME.
LATER.

3
IMPACT THAT A
GENIUS CAN HAVE
ON A CULTURE OR
CIVILIZATION
15 BEYOND
MEASURE.




8 7

THERE ARE

THE STORM A\ WILL » m m'lg
GETS, THE SHE BE POWER OF
HARDER IT X SWALLOWED THAT INFLU-
TS A BECOMES TO UP BY THE
WOTER Thoves, DN | S
' " ALONE. D
IF SHE HAS PEOPLE ot L
TO SUPPORT HER EVEN IN THE
AND SHIELD HER MIDST OF

THE HURRI-

L~ CANE?

——

WHETHER
SHE FAILS OR
SUCCEEDS DE-

PENDS ENTIRELY | E N
ON THAT ONE Koy i BEGINS TO
POINT. 3

DAITO

WON'T HAVE HIMEKAWA
..BUTIF ANYTHING TO , AYUMI OR
IT’S MAYA, WORRY ABOUT 1I'M VERY KITAJIMA
WE'LL HAVE A WITH AYUMI INTERESTED IN  MAVA...
PROBLEM ON SEEING WHICH OF THE
OUR HANDS. TWO WILL BE CHOSEN
THROUGH THE TRIAL

PERFORMANCE.

GREAT IF
SHE AGREED
TO WORK

THA
GIRL woLNI;rN
EASILY Al
... THANKS HERSELF WITH
TO THE DAITO.
EXPERIENCES
SHE'S HAD
WITH Us.

NOT TO
MENTION THAT
SHE HATES YOU
PERSONALLY A
GREAT DEAL. |

&
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KITAJIMA
MAYA!
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- / . \ LISTEN, |
i 2 @ COURSE, FORGET . Lo
B~ > 7 NA IF SHE IS YOUR OBJEC- T A /
- : 7  DESTROYED, Ihy ]
= ;] THEN IT MEANS

FATHER! - SHE WASN'T WHO RAISED =/l5
= — CAPABLE OF =
E ; MUCH TO N -
% BEGIN WITH... J

N\

N

SYMPATHIES / 3
WILL ONLY GET
IN THE WAY. b

Pl

FORGIVE
YOUR IMPER-
TINENCE
JUST THIS
IF YOU ONCE.
CAN'T DO
IT, THEN T




IT'S TIME! T

BROUGHT YOUR

MEDICINE,
MILADY.

IT'S A
MIRACLE...

... THAT

T'M EVEN
ALIVE RIGHT

Res

I WOULD
HAVE NEVER
REGAINED CON-
SCIOUSNESS AND
DIED JUST LIKE
THAT.

HEARD HIS
VOICE BACK
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EVEN IF
Sl HE'S LOST HIS A
pluousn |\ BODY, HIS SOUL g 3 GENZO,
2 SUPPOS \¢ LIVES ON WITH Z \ ICHIREN IS
TS NOONEELSE |Pac ME. (g W’g AN sTiL AL,

iipo Joouns |
aemto " | YOU KNOW.

ME...

.+ THAT
HIS SOUL IS
ALIVE.

A SINGLE
SOUL SPLIT
IN TWO...
GENZO,
THAT IS WHAT
CONNECTS ME
AND ICHIREN.

THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS IS
THE PROOF THAT
ICHIREN AND I
ONCE LIVED...

AFTER WE'RE
NO LONGER OF

THE CRIMSON THIS WORLD...

GODDESS ALONE
WILL STAND UPON
THE STAGE.




THE
TSUKIKAGE
AND UNICORN
TROUPES WILL
ALSO BE LEAV-
ING SOON...

GOING TO
GET LONELY

AYUMI WILL
BE LEAVING FOR
TOKYO TOMORROW
WITH AKAME AND THE

OTHERS.

SHE'S

IN HER ROOM
PACKING FOR
THE TRIP.

MAYA
SHE'S WAS HELPING
RETURNING TO

2| TOKYO THEDAY ~ EARLIER:

IN THE KITCHEN | [0 AH...

MILADY...

IDONT
BELIEVE THEY'VE
FULLY GRASPED LETTING
THE CRIMSON THEM GO BACK
GODDESS LIKE THIS...




M
GOING (
“8Ack TO (
Y

TOMORROW
MORNING...

gfefsfe's
S

S
s N 5 2)
R\ '
Bt SO TN
“’é{"’é =
e 1, L W & o
gl
L == SFZ % FINALLY START
—— "B DRACTICING FOR "
¢ THE CRIMSON
N~ GODDESS...
e RO \ N\ \\ VN D\ s7 \
Mol s eyl THAVENT | \ REALLY A -
S0 cuary ||\ £ FULL)’) 600D IDEA
R “Zﬁ}%‘ LEARN IN \ UNDERSTOOD, FOR ME TO GO
e i, THE VALLEY . THE CRIMSON BACK NOM...?:
it 3 OF THE PLUM GODDESS. /
TREES? -

NOT TO HER.

—— WANT TO LOSE.. \\\ -3

ABLE TO PORTRAY " /%// / \ \\
- THEM PROPERLY IF T \
260 BACK TO TOKYO ) | \s*
. LIKE THIS? oo 2L e



YOUREA | LEAVING THE 11
4 HANDFUL AS KITCHEN TO MAYA 4 3 SOMEONE

#  ALWAYS. ’ WASN'T THE BEST s 3 A ering

SWEEP IN THE
YARD?
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SHE'S

BEEN ACTING
STRANGE ...

...EVER
SINCE WE GOT
BACK FROM THE
PLAY LAST
NIGHT

NOT ALL
THAT DIFFERENT
FROM HOW SHE
USUALLY IS,
THOUGH.

A

I'M SURE
SHE'LL BE SPAC-
ING OUT, BROOM

IN HAND.

MR, HAYAMI...

THINKING
ABOUT IT NOW,
MAYBE THAT REALLY
WAS A DREAM LAST
NIGHT.

YEAH.. BECAUSE

HE AND I DON'T

SUIT EACH OTHER
ATALL...

50T
REALLY WAS
SOME KIND
. OF HALLUCI-
. NATION?

SHE’S AN
INCREDIBLE
AIRHEAD AS

IYYWVLS

—

ARE YOU GOING
WITH THAT PAIKON
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I MISS BUT WHAT

HIM 50 MUCH ISN'T A DREAM
THAT I CAN'T _ ORAN ILLUSION /S THAT
BEAR IT! TLOVE MR. HAYAMI SO

MUCH THAT I CAN'T
STAND IT.

N
N
N
AR



§a0  THE BRIDGE
8 THAT LEADS TO
THE VALLEY OF

" SAID THERE
| WAS SOMETHING
il YOU WANTED TO
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IT POES
NOT EXIST
ANYWHERE

WA\ EXCEPT YOUR

VERY OWN
CRIMSON
GOvvESS!

-~

K TN
. *eonper®”® '\%’

THE LANY WHERE
THE SPIRIT OF THE
THOUSANP-YEAR
PLUM TREE I5 SAI7
T0 LIVE!

A MYSTICAL
VALLEY OF THE
PLUM TREES THAT
EXI5TS ONLY IN
YOUR HEARTL

15 WHERE THE
CRIMSON GOPVESS4




TRAINING IN THE (3
VALLEY OF THE ‘2 /7
PLUM TREES IS &7 ("

- AN /3 CRIMSON (%
TSUKIKAGE- e \\} /i GOPPESS 15 Ab- L3\
SENSEL... N AN/ REAPY INSIVE OF (\
' AW/ 28 oo

N\

¥
A\l
\

7
7/) ,
%/ TN






YOUR JOB
WILL BE TO CREATE
THE “BRIDGE” THAT

NOW NO

ONE WILL
BE ABLE TO
CROSS OVER TO
THE ILLUSIONARY

WILL GUIDE PEOPLE

TO THE ILLUSIONARY
VALLEY OF THE PLUM

CAN BE MADE REAL
THROUGH CONFIDENT

ANSWERS YOU
SEEK WILL NOT BE
FOUND N THIS

VALLEY OF
THE PLUM
TREES.




THERE
WAS A TIME
THAT I LOST
MY WAY WITH
THeRe  ACTING....

WAS A TIME
THAT I WAS v
UNEASY. R

NO MATTER HOW
MUCH I PRACTICED,
I WASN'T CONFIDENT IF
MY CRIMSON GODDESS
WAS GOOD ENOUGH.

e 4y \ R
A

WERE MANY
TIMES THAT I
WORRIED.

HOW DID

TEACH US,
ng ?gﬁ?r N\ TSUKIKAGE-
THE CRIMSON — SENSEl

GODDESS? \

CAN YOU

TELL US ABOUT Y
T?opnlclﬁ,‘\rrwgR \ THE TIME YOU FINALLY 9»\;)
SOMETHING YOU UNDERSTOOD THE

“AWAKEN TO”. ROLE?




ONE

WITH ALL

CREATION
?

/ AR | AL
SAWAKENED* A

, - IT WAS

pe I MY FIRST

TIME ON

THAT I
WAS ONE WITH
ALL CREA-
TION...

A “LIGHT” HAD
RUN THROUGH

MOUN-
TAINS AN

g (
|

! /J THEWIND |
. AND I ARE J

RIVERS AND ONE... |
ALONG 2 | ) i
WITH ALL OF FORSEEfE o N ~
. THE CREATURES
THAT LIVE IN THE /
FIRE AND / S
T ARE ONE. g

THE THINGS
IN THE UNI-
VERSE.




BIRTH
AND DEATH
WERE NO MORE
THAN CHANGES IN
“LIFE”.

ALL THINGS
ARE WITHIN THE N
UNIVERSE OF |

IT WAS
A MOMENT
OF MIRA-
CLES...

...AND A
‘ MOMENT OF

BEFORE THE
GREAT WILL.

LIFE IS MY REALI-

THE EQUAL... ZATION
- THAT LIFE”
INALL

W
Wit THINGS...

AND BY
THE SAME TOKEN,
“WHOLE” IS THE
“INDIVIDUAL”.



I SUPPOSE

YOU COULD
CALL IT MY
“TRUTH”,

THE MOMENT
THAT REALIZATION
CAME TO ME, A CRIMSON
GODDESS UNLIKE ANYTHING I
HAD IMAGINED BEFORE WAS
BORN AND BEGAN MOVING
INSIDE ME.




W17
117/
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SOCIETY IS
TOO FAR FROM
THE TRUTH.

< AND
A s =3 | GIVES RISE
| TO GREED,
< BATTLE, AND

HATRED.

WATER, |
MY LIFE

THEN YoU ,
WILL HAVE CREATED |
THE CRIMSON GODDESS |
INSIDE OF YOU. &

WHEN YOU
ARE ABLE TO SAY
THOSE LINES WITH
TRUE CONVIC-



ACCOM-
PLISH IT, YOU
TWO.

THE POWER
OF YOUR IMAGI-
NATION AND
CREATIVITY...

LEAD YOU TO
THE PATH OF A
NEW CRIMSON

I EAGERLY
AWAIT THE THE
DAY I SEE THE

GODDESSES YOU




