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RECOMMENDATION
The Engineering Department recommends that Council:
1.

Receive this report for information; and

2.

Authorize the General Manager, Engineering to execute future amendment(s) to the
Pattullo Bridge Replacement Project Municipal Agreement (the “Municipal Agreement”),
provided that the General Manager, Engineering has determined that the amendment(s)
uphold the spirit and intent and are technical in nature, and the works described in the
amendment(s) will be delivered by Her Majesty the Queen in Right of the Province of
British Columbia (the “Province”).

INTENT
The purpose of this report is to obtain Council authorization for the General Manager,
Engineering to execute future amendment(s) to the Municipal Agreement on Council’s behalf,
in relation to the Pattullo Bridge Replacement Project (the “Project”). This will allow the City to
accept a number of minor technical amendments to the Municipal Agreement that have already
been discussed with the Province, including modifications to driving and parking lane widths,
multi-use pathway segments, and a pedestrian crosswalk.
BACKGROUND
The Pattullo Bridge (the “Bridge”) is one of the oldest bridges in Metro Vancouver and was
opened in 1937. In 1999, the Bridge became a regional facility under the jurisdiction of
TransLink and is a key element of the regional Major Road Network. It fulfills a critical regional
function by providing access and linkage for general purpose traffic and goods movement across
the Fraser River.
In February 2018, the Province announced that it was moving forward with the construction of
the $1.377 billion Project that would be delivered solely by the Province. In February 2020, the
Province announced that Fraser Crossing Partners (the “Contractor”) had been selected for the
Project.
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concurrently with the construction of the Project. Aside from the Bridge replacement, the
Project will also deliver a variety of municipal transportation and utilities improvements that
will benefit the City. The design is underway and initial field investigations and construction
activities have already begun. The new Bridge is scheduled to open in Fall 2023.
DISCUSSION
Given the Project’s impact on the City, the City and the Province worked collaboratively to
establish a Municipal Agreement for the Project. The Municipal Agreement outlines the
Project’s scope of work, the Province and the City’s respective rights and authority, the Project’s
use of City lands, permit requirements, the dispute resolution process, indemnifications,
insurance requirements, and other miscellaneous provisions and general requirements.
The Municipal Agreement was approved by Council on September 16, 2019 (as part of Corporate
Report No. R165; 2019, attached as Appendix “I”) and was subsequently executed by the Mayor
and City Clerk in October 2019. As the signatories to the Municipal Agreement, any future
amendment(s) to the Municipal Agreement would currently need to be executed by the Mayor
and City Clerk.
Staff have been actively engaged with the Province and the Contractor in the design process for
the Project and related municipal transportation and utilities improvements within the City.
Through this engagement, a number of technical amendments to the Municipal Agreement
have been identified which will foster an improved design of municipal infrastructure to be
delivered by the Project to the City. Examples include modifications to driving and parking lane
widths, the extension of multi-use pathway segments, and the addition of pedestrian
crosswalks. Staff are of the opinion that these minor, technical engineering amendments to the
Municipal Agreement are best addressed at the staff level, and therefore wish to execute these
amendments on Council’s behalf.
Should any future amendment(s) to the Municipal Agreement be identified that do not uphold
the spirit and intent of the Municipal Agreement and/or of a financial, legal, risk, or land-use
nature, then staff would bring forward such amendment(s) to Council for consideration and
further direction.
Legal Services Review
This report has been reviewed by the Legal Services Division and they have no concerns.
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS
The replacement of the Pattullo Bridge supports the City’s Sustainability Charter 2.0. In
particular, the Bridge replacement relates to the Sustainability Charter 2.0 themes of
Infrastructure, Economic Prosperity and Livelihoods, and Health and Wellness. Specifically, the
Project supports the following Strategic Direction (“SD”) and Desired Outcomes (“DO”):
•
•

Transportation DO11: An integrated and multi-modal transportation network offers
affordable, convenient, accessible and safe transportation choices within the community
and to regional destinations;
Transportation DO14: Goods movement throughout the city is efficient and minimizes
environmental and community impacts;
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•
•

Economy SD4: Collaborate with senior levels of government and TransLink to reduce
congestion along strategic goods and people movement corridors;
Economy DO6: Efficient land use and well-managed transportation infrastructure are in
place to attract businesses and support a thriving economy; and
Wellness and Recreation DO9: Pedestrian and cycling infrastructure promotes walking
and cycling for travel to work, school, services and recreation.

CONCLUSION
The replacement of the Bridge is necessary as the Bridge is past its design life and has other
significant issues, such as seismic vulnerability, pier scouring, sub-standard design that reduces
road safety, and capacity constraints. Through discussions between the Province and the City
during the Project implementation, it has been identified that amendments to the Municipal
Agreement are necessary to support improvements to the Project design.

Scott Neuman, P.Eng.
General Manager, Engineering
JC/SW/cc
Appendix “I” – Corporate Report No. R165; 2019
https://surreybc.sharepoint.com/sites/eng.administration/wp docs/2021/admin/cr/vl pattullo bridge replacement project municipal agreement – future amendments.docx
CLR 3/4/21 4:10 PM

APPENDIX "I"

Note: Appendices available upon request

