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there were obstacles because of the restrictions that the law
imposed on all religions. Objections were raised to the
hou se-to-house activity of the Witnesses, since the law stip
ulated that 'every religious act of public worship must be
held inside the temples.' For the same reason, objections
were raised to our conventions in public places. This was a
problem, because these conventions were constantly getting
larger. Owning property also presented problems, because
the law required that every building used for religious pur
poses had to become federal property.

For these and other reasons, the Society decided that it
would be wise to reorganize, with a view to giving greater
emphasis to the educational nature of our work. Therefore,
on June 10, 1943, application was made to the Secretariat of
Foreign Affairs to register La Torre del Vigfa as a civil soci
ety, and this was approved on June 15, 1943.

With this rearrangement, singing at our meetings was
discontinued, and the meeting places became known as
Halls for Cultural Studies. No audible prayers were said at
meetings, though nothing could prevent a person from say
ing an earnest prayer silently in his hear t Every appearance
of a religious service was avoided, and truly our meetings are
designed for education. When Witnesses in other lands be
gan to call thei r local groups "congregations," the Witness
es in Mexico kept on using the term "companies." House
to-house visits by the Witnesses continued, and with even
more zeal; but direct use of the Bible at doors was avoided.
Instead, publishers learned the texts by heart so that they
could quote them. They also made good use of the book
"Make Sure of All Things," which is a compilation of Scrip
ture quotations on many subjects. Only on return visits and

on studies (which were termed "cultural" instead of "Bible")
was the Bible itself used.

The principal work of Jehovah's Witnesses remained the
same, namely, preaching the good news of God's Kingdom.

The Literacy Classes
In keeping with the charter of La Torre del Vigfa, we car

ried on a literacy campaign, in addition to educating the
people in the teachings of the Bible. Thus, on May 17, 1946,
La Torre del Vigfa registered with the government a center
for literacy classes in Mexico City. These were conducted by
Jose Maldonado.

Since the govern ment was interested in promoting liter
acy, it provided fi rst-reader text books for use in the classes.
Lnr 'r on, when the Watch Tower Society printed in Span
ish the booklet Learn to Read and Write, this was used. The
govern ment appreciated what was being done. In a letter
dated January 25,1966, the government said: "By agreement
of the General Director, I am pleased to congratulate your
Institution . . . for the patriotic cooperation that you have
been giving to the illiterate people of the Republic .. .. I
hope that your enthusiasm does not dimin ish for continu
ing this persistent fight against illiteracy in which all good
Mexicans are engaged."

From the time that the classes were inaugurated up un
til 1966, there were 33,842 persons who were taught to read
and write. And, as of 1993, the total was 127,766. In addi
tion, 37,201 people had been helped to improve their read
ing and writing skills. While these people were studying
reading and writing, they were also learning to appreciate
spiritual provisions-the Bible study literature produced by
the Society, as well as the company meetings.




