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The Crimson Goddess - a play known to all as an immortal theatrical
masterpiece. It became a lost legend when Tsukikage Chigusa, who held |\m|§1
its performing rights, retired from the world of acting, but now she has i

decided that either Himekawa Ayumi or Kitajima Maya will inherit the |“”|E1

leading role and return the masterpiece to center stage. [

The two girls took on the challenge of interpreting Wind, Fire, Water, and [
Earth to understand the nature of the Crimson Goddess. However, with
the arrival of the final test, performing the role of the Crimson Goddess,

Tsukikage collapsed! |\m|ﬂ

As Tsukikage straddled the border of life and death recalling the events v
of her life, Ozaki Ichiren, author of the Crimson Goddess and the other [
half of her soul, called her back from the brink.

Maya and Ayumi continued their harsh training in the valley of the plum
R g K s [
trees. Ayumi, initially overwhelmed by Maya’s natural genius, regained |
her self-confidence when she learned that Maya could not match her own |
expressive ability. |

They finished their interpretations of the Crimson Goddess before long,
and presented completely different, yet uniquely dazzling performances.
i
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Now the curtain rises for the second act...

HIMEKAWA
AYUMI

KITAJIMA
MAYA
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HER MERE
ENTRANCE
LENDS A
MYSTERIOUS
AIR TO THE
VALLEY OF
PLUM TREES.

CREATING A
STAGE THAT
TRANSCENDS
BOTH TIME
AND SPACE.

FROM THIS
MOMENT THE

AUDIENCEWILL |\ |/
/ TRAVEL INTO A {
DIFFERENT ERA. :
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TSU/(II(;AG/E . » INCREDIBLE
: > 2

sps Ly | CHIGUsA! ; .. PRESENCE!

IMMERSED THE \ COMPLETELY

AUDIENCE INTO '\ v CHANGED THE

THE WORLD OF AN MOMENT SHE

THE PLAY! b A\ \ TOOK STAGE.
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A STRANGE STAR
WAS SEEN SHOOTING
WESTWARD OVER THE

CITY OF KYOTO.

THEY
WONDERED  THE pEOPLE

OVER TIME,

A WAR BROKE IF IT COULD
[ fange,| TEENPEROR ouTcervery G TE ST ke
[l WASRENT [ kyoToAND e MPERAL 4, OF OMEN. By THE EERIE
Jy, INTWO. RELOCATED  TyE SHO- '
TO YOSHINO GUNATE.
IN NARA.

THE STAR
OF OMEN WAS
SAID TO APPEAR
IN THE SKY WHEN
THE LAND WAS ON
THE VERGE OF

ERUPTED BETWEEN

stmm.
4 ,

‘o

THE NORTHERN COURT
IT WAS KNOWN
WARRIORS  BY THE SHOGUNATE AND TO PORTEND
TOOK SIDES  AND THE SOUTHERN ACCORDNG  CALAMITY AND
ASWELL AND  COURT IN YOSHINO. TOLEGEND, [T THE FALL OF
JAPAN ENTERED A WAS PREGENT AT NATIONS..,
PR I HISTORICALLY
BY BITTER WAR e / ’
EVENTS. -



PEOPLE
TREMBLED
AT THESE
ILL OMENS.

SOON
THE GREAT
TEMPLES OF

NARA AND
MOUNT HIE|
WERE SET
ABLAZE ONE
AFTER THE

MOUNT FUJI
ERUPTED
AND LOST
HUNDREDS
OF METERS
GREAT FROM ITS

OCCURRED
IN QUICK
SUCCESSION...

DURING
THESE

ONE SPR THAT...

DAWN, A VIRTUOUS
MONK WITNESSED
A MYSTERIOUS
EVENT IN THE
EASTERN SKY.
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DID ITS
CRIMSON
FLOWERS

BLOS-

ILLUMINATED
THE DARKNESS
AND TRANS-
FORMED INTO
A BEAUTIFUL
CELESTIAL
MAIDEN.

THE WORLD
WAS
ENVELOPED
IN LIGHT.

JUST AsS
DAWN WAS
BREAKING,

L8
Tl

W)

A PLUM
TREE AP-
PEARED IN
THE CIRCLE

OF THE

SUN.




THE PLUM TREE
- SYMBOLIZED <
AND THIS THE “ROOT”
COLOR
THE  symBo- CELESTIAL OF THE POWER }
FLOWERS  °| 7pp MAIDEN WAS OF GODS... ‘
SIGNFIED ryrye, et la.
AN N THAT EMBODIED 5
AL THE SPIRIT OF . :
O T . THE PLUM O o8
OF THE J
. GODS.” TREE. y 5
y \
‘ “THIS WAS
@ UNQUESTIONABLY |
THE RETURN OF
“SHE WOULD BRING THE SLEEPING
‘ LIGHT TO THE WORLD, GODDESS WHO
% FREE IT FROM THE HAD MAINTAINED
DARKNESS OF THE STAR ~ HARMONY SINCE |
THE OF OMEN, AND USHER ~ ANCIENT TIMES.” /
| VRTUOUS IN THE TRUE PROSPERITY
MONK OF THE AGE OF GODS.” }\/ ‘
7 §e 7 .

THEPEOPLE B4
= AWAITED THE RETURN 2778
OF THE GODDESS AND |2
THE BLOSSOMING OF

THE CRIMSON FLOWERS
WHILE HOPING FOR

S FLAMES OF
D AND THER WAR GREW

d‘"‘ ~  BUT THE

H
GREW EVER FIERCER...
MORE

&/5/ FRAYED. g ~ ,",,?‘) Y NS
== Y

/
/

I

A
THROUGH
THE

DISAPPEARED / BOTH  MARCH OF
FROM THE . THE STAR  TIME...
PEOPLE’'S OF OMEN,

HEARTS. AND THE
CRIMSON o

FLOWERS OF







PRESENCE o -\ NIE-
REMAINS , AAS N ?’/@f«r"’/

EVEN AFTER —_— =
SHE HAS AN SHE HASN'T

A, : : S SAID A WORD,
THE CROWD e o S T THE WAY SHE
IS CAPTIVATED N AN ESs. STANDS ATOP THE
BY THE WORLD —_. BOULDER LETS Us
OF THE PLAY! i AR [ == FEEL THE FLOW
~ ' Y \ 4 -~ OF TIME AND
77 FORESHADOWS
THE STORY!
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THE CONTINUED
CONFLICT DRAGGED
THE CAPITAL OF
KYOTO FURTHER
INTO RUIN.

THIEVES
LOOTED
VALUABLES
FROM
CORPSES.

WARRIORS

BATTLED IN THE
AND STREETS...
FLAMES ROSE
ABOVE THE CITY
TIME AND TIME

TEMPLES
AND ESTATES
WERE BURNED

AND WHILE _ TO THE
THE DEAD
LITTERED

THE FIELD...




BANDITS
r ROBBED  APPEA-

PEOPLE B A AND KILLED ~ RED-.
STARVED b@:‘ ﬁ AS THEY

AS FIELDS VSN pLEASED.
WITHERED S

FROM THE SR\

¥ &
PROLONGED DN\
i\  DROUGHT... AL @W ‘
7 _ L& 2 ‘\\\‘\ ‘
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COUNTLESS
OTHERS
LOST THEIR
LIVES TO
DISEASE.

A FIERCE
STORM
WAS OVER-
TAKING THE
CAPITAL.

“HERE,

THE NORTH LOOKING =

AND THE FROM
SOUTH WERE  ABOVE... 54 /Vg
“THERE = SOW THE TWO CROW
ARE TWO SEEDS OF |\ TENGU WHO
:‘ CAPITALS, STRIFE.“ | HAD RIDDEN
LA

THE WIND
AND ARRIVED
FROM AFAR. /=i =

“THIS LAND DISCUSSED

WILL NOT BE RUMORS
AT PEACE SO OF THE
LONG AS IT CAPITAL.

IS SPLIT.”



¥
HEARD
IT WAS
A ZEN
v PRIEST
HEARD _FROM
IT  THE NIN-
WAS A NA-JI
HERMIT ~ TEM-
FROM PLE”
MOUNT
4 ATAKO.”

“THERE'S
ALSO A

RUMOR THAT |

“THERE ARE
RUMORS THAT
THE FORMER
EMPEROR, THE
ONE DRIVEN OUT
FROM THE CAPITAL
AND BURIED IN A
MOSSY GRAVE IN
THE SOUTHERN
MOUNTAINS...

THE PREVIOUS /

EMPEROR
BECAME THE
DEMON KING
AND TURNED  OF THE SIXTH

GHOSTS OF HEAVEN...
THE DEAD INTO

EVIL SPIRITS

TO FURTHER
SPREAD CHAOS
IN THE LAND.“

“BEGONE,
EVIL
SPIRITS!”

IS NOW A
VENGEFUL
SPIRIT
DRIVING THE
ENTIRE LAND
INTO RUIN,
STARTING
WITH THE
CAPITAL.”

\\\\w 4 ,

“THE NATION HAS BEEN
BROKEN IN TWO AND
EACH SIDE IS FUELLED
WITH HATRED AS THEY
GATHER STRENGTH TO
FIGHT THE OTHER.”

“BROTHER NOW
FIGHTS BROTHER,
PARENTS ATTACK
THEIR CHILDREN,

AND VASSALS EXPEL

THE FAMILIES OF

THEIR LORDS.”

“SUCH IS
THE STATE
OF THE
HOUSEHOLD
OF THE
SHOGUN.”
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“WITH THE

“JAPAN, THE
LAND OF THE

RISING SUN, HAS /X

BEEN RULED BY

INTRODUCTION OF  THE GODS SINCE

BUDDHISM FROM TIME IMME-
CHINA AND KOREA MORIAL.”
HUNDREDS OF YEARS

AGO, THE GODS BECAME

MARGINALIZED AND

POWER.”

“MY WORD!
ARE YOU SAYING
THAT A BATTLE
BETWEEN THE
GODS AND BUDDHA
IS THE CAUSE OF
THIS STRIFE.../?*

LOST MUCH OF THEIR

-

7 TROUBLES HERE TRUTH 1S...

“ACCORDING
TO THE
GREAT TENGU
OF MOUNT
KURAMA,
THE UNBEKNOWNST

TO ALL, THE

STARTED WITH
A CONFLICT IN
THE REALM OF

THE GODS.”

“NOW, BUDDHISM
HAS EVEN PULLED
IN THE EMPEROR,
WHO TRACES HIS
LINEAGE TO THE

“THESE DAYS,
EVERYONE
FROM NOBILITY
TO WARRIORS
TO PEASANTS
WORSHIP
BUDDHA.”

g

“THEY WERE THEN
RE-ESTABLISHED AS TEMPLES IN
INCARNATIONS OF

INDIAN BODHISATTVA “THE GODS LAND YET
AND LOST THEIR WERE RELEGATED ~ HONORED

TO SHRINES IN_~ BUDDHA
6'%%?};} f:p}ﬂ% VILLAGE GROVES  INSTEAD.”
‘ AND BECAME

BUILT
THE GODS’

MERE CULTURAL




“THIS WAS,

IN EFFECT,
PROOF THAT

“COULD THE GODS’
ANYONE AUTHORITY

BLAME
THEM FOR
THEIR
GRIEF?”

SPRIESTS
BECAME
ARROGANT
AND THOSE WHO
WERE SUPPOSED
T0 SPREAD THE
WIELDED TEACHINGS OF
SOLDIERS ~ BUDDHA...
AND FOUGHT -
FOR |
PRIMACY.”

“THE POWER
OF THE GODS
AND THE VIRTUE
OF THE BUDDHA
, WERE REDUCED TO
L\  MERE TOOLS.”

STHE LAWS
OF THE
“TO THE GODS WERE
FORGOTTEN,
EXTENT THAT
AND ALL THAT
PEOPLE TURNED
REMAINED
7O BUDDHIST
WAS THE FEAR
. PRACTICES TO "8 TRe e
| PROTECT THEM-  DF BEElS
SELVES FROM .
THE WRATH OF
THE GODS.”

MT WAS
ONLY A MATTER
OF TIME BEFORE
THIS OPPORTUNITY
TOOK OVER  WAS SEIZED BY
THE HEARTS ~ MONSTERS FROM
OF BUDDHIST THE DEMON
LEADERS AND USED  REALM.”
THEIR AUTHORITY
TO SEIZE RULE AND
EXPAND THEIR
INFLUENCE AND

“NEITHER

X
THE
"”'/ HEART OF
WAD ANy  SHINTOISM,
/A VALUEIN  NORTHE
THEEVES  NOBILITY OF

Bl  OF THOSE  BUDDHA’S

WHO LUSTED  TEACH-
AFTER INGS...
AUTHORITY
AND
WEALTH.”
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b A T WORLD

I
i WILL
. THE EMPEROR 4 e
y IN KYOTO HAD A PEACE
STRANGE RECURRING “THE e THis
DREAM FOR SEVEN CHAOS ' ope
NIGHTS. ‘ WLL  onv
\ ¢ NEVER
/ A CEASE.”
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SINDEED,
THE THOU-
SAND-YEAR
\ CRIMSON
FLOWERS
\1/’\/ WILL  OFLIFE.. /|

SHINE
UPON THE

A RADIANT
GODDESS
DANCED...

AND SAID
THAT ONLY AFTER
. A STATUE IN HER
=%\ FORM WAS CARVED
AND ENSHRINED
WOULD THE
CHAOS END.



STHIS IS
WITHOUT A
DOUBT THE
VERY GODDESS
OF THE PLUM
BUDDHIST | PERHAPS  TREE THAT THE b
YONEWHO prgsrie | (1) THE TIME  HIGH PRIEST SAW (%

| CAN CARVE A HAS COME  IN THE CIRCLE
A STATUE OF PRE FORHERTO  OF THE SUN. /
THE GOD- > %
DESS AND
PRAY FOR

ISSUED HIS
ORDER.”
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LIKE THE
GROUND
15 RUM-
BLING!

’W@

4 ”/%\“.H

LIKE THE
~ SOUND 15
& BURSTING
¥ oUT OF
’ THE EARTH
- ITSELF!
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WHAT...
WHAT
IS THIS
//: VOICE...?
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THE GOD-
DESS...!!
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PRESENCE

| OF ATRUE

GODDESS.
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SHE LOOKS
DIFFERENT
FROM
BEFORE...

=

FOUND
| THEMSELVES
| ATALOSS FOR

=~ | § worps. THEY

= (B COULDN'T TEAR
&1 THER EYES
)| Away FROM
b | THE STHGE...

= HER
UNEARTHLY
PRESENCE
TOOK THEIR 3
BREATHS

ASWHENI —_—

FIRST SAW ~ —X 3

YOU ON \Q?\\\\ ]

STAGE...!] =~ g
\§\ ] ]"\

| 7T a4l \\\\\\\\\&\\\\i\\\\
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I SEE
TWO EDDIES

oy, £ 2

ALy OPPOSING
9/ THE RED

P WHiRLPOOL . EACH

* b ':' g z 3 W \-: WHITE

7 / ) L 'Y N (53 v+1RLPOOL. y

/ ”,V \ : j { A i H ¢ . \.‘ /
K LIKE TWO TR / | N

* SPINNING TOPS ‘ X3 d

5| THAT WREAK
HAVOC UPON
THE WORLD...

COLLIDING

OFF ONE %
ANOTHER, 3
LEAVING i
DESTRUCTION A
N THEIR 4,
THEIR e
DANCE '
GROWING P
EVER s ¥

FIERCER.

THE POWER OF
THE GODS IS IN
DISARRAY AND
THE FLAMES OF
WAR SPREAD.

NOT
UNDER-
STAND.
WHY DO
HUMANS
FIGHT ONE
ANOTHER?

FROM
THE CENTER
OF THE TWO
AND TOPS SPREADS

THE PEARLS  SADNESS AND
.\ OF LIFE ARE HATRESDu-
EXTINGUISHED

" | ONE AFTER
) THE OTHER... P

I why DO THEY
(/i SPILLBLOOD
Ll AND WREAK
DESTRUCTION?

1/] . '



THE VOICE (
OF THE

DO
THEY NOT

HEAVENS?

DO THEY NOT
HEAR THE SONG
OF THE GODS
WHO TEND TO
LIFE’S PEARLS,
BINDING
TOGETHER
HEAVEN AND

IT IS ONLY
HUMANITY
THAT BRINGS
EVIL INTO

THE WORLD.

WHY CAN
THEY NOT
SEE THAT THEIR
WICKED DESIRES
PAVE THE WAY
FOR EVIL?




|

DO THEY
NOT NOTICE THE
HEARTS OF THE
GODS OF HEAVENS
AND EARTH THAT
NURTURED

SHALL YOU

DO THEY
NOT SEE THAT
THEIR TRUE FORM
IS THAT WHICH
MOVES THEIR
BODIES?

ralls

“BEINGS
OF FLESH
BELIEVE ONLY
THAT WHICH
THEIR FLESH
PERCEIVES.”

ONLY
. S
WHICH THER 11T WHICH
Eﬁ%“j‘ THEIR EYES
" CAN SEE,

/’\/\
“HUMANS
L

“THEY
BELIEVE
ONLY IN

THAT WHICH

THEY CAN
TOUCH.”

FOR

WHETHER
THEY PROSPER

OR FALL TO RUIN
IS THEIR RES-
PONSIBILITY.

HUMANITY




/ HEAVENS, IT = FORCE OF |
MANIFESTS il - “THE EVIL THIS FOUL
AS DROU- o FEELINGS, CONFLICT IS
SFOR THE ~_GHTS AND - // RESENTMENTS, UPSETTING
EARTH, IT  TORRENTIAL / HATRED AND THE NATURAL
MANIFESTS AS ~ RAINS.” / FEAR OF MAN ORDER.”
THE WRATH OF i COALESCE
VOLCANOES AND o INTO A DARK
TREMORS.” FORCE.”

“THEIR
IGNORANCE
ITSELF IS
A GREAT

“FROM
THE AR, IT
SWEEPS IN
AS TORNA-

SFOR THE
PEOPLE, IT COMES 1rorgoner

IN THE FORM OF
DISEASE, LEAVING
CORPSES THAT
INCREASINGLY
DEFILE THE
EARTH.”

WITHER AND
DIE ONE BY
ONE...”

A 4
“THE GODS AR
771

| cannoT ee
ALLOWED To | |
CONTINUE  [i\s
THIS WAY.” ,"
|

v

i

STRIKES &'
THE BIRDS 1% /1
STRIKES [N THE

THE AR.

IT STRIKES
EVEN THE
BOULDERS
AND PLANTS,
DOWN TO THE




SHOULD
HUMANITY
REFUSE TO
SEE THEIR

IWILL
ORDER MY
DRAGON
TO TEAR
THE EARTH

ASUNDER
WITH ITS
DIVINE
ROAR...

THE EARTH

WITH
WATER.

TORID
THIS
LAND

TORID  OF IM-
THE LAND PURITY.
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o PRESENE =\ » THE NI == TERRIFYING...!
\i\—j\_ Fign = orrers | |\ 7
| AR N ; Al WHAT IS THIS
Q \ N S ER FEEL IT & PRESSURE!?
s N sy EVERYHWORD 1o, 1| NS S (;//

BN - reverserates | || e - s

WEARE  Z-/pwt IN OUR HEARTS, W By //// "

= NOLONGER =L LISZ WE CAN HARDLY < (¢ /1/ / f} y
// )

- MEREAUDING =R\ | [ 25 speak! /ij 7 /
\\@"/ W

////////

MEMBERS...! ==

I
\ :‘,\J

A\
A oW
N
7/ N ACTING IS SO
ZAING=" RESTRAINED,
“Z) NS  YET THAT ONLY

ADDS TO
THE AWE IT
INSPIRES.

4
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THE MASK
SOMEHOW
ENHANCES
THE PER-

EVEN THOUGH
WE CAN'T SEE HER — g
EXPRESSION BEHIND
THE MASK, WE CAN ~=g_
FULLY UNDERSTAND
) HOW THE CRIMSON
[y, GODDESS FEELS!

IT FEELS

LIKE | CAN .
IMAGINE THE

EXPRESSION ON e

HER FACE, §

PERHAPS >
w EACH AND EVERY
—  ONE OF US SEES
—  OUR VERSION OF
. THE CRIMSON
GODDESS BEHIND
HER MASK...!

- \
g// ; M\ Y




= THAT RUNS
THROUGH




NEVER FELT
LIKE THIS
BEFORE/

'l 1

|

7

[ AN S
LA

PASSION...
MADNESS,

YET AT THE
SAME TIME,
ANXIETY AND |

Joy,
D A DEEP

WHAT WILL
HAPPEN TO
THIS BODY
WHEN
THE TIME
COMES?

INTO THE
EARTH?

THING WILL
HAPPEN TO
MY BODY
BEFORE

RESIST ITS
SWEET-










i‘ & #7/// / *mu\\

,//""‘“'_ ~——*_ - — T
/____—f— = - \







~

‘c;‘v

23
fe

SHE IS
THE WITHOUT A
MmoTION|]| DOUBT, THE
OF HER || GODDESS AND
THe CLO- || THE SPIRIT OF
MOVE- THES. THE PLUM
TREE.

IR -,
St £ A :
A=\ Nor JusT THAT.., )
/

THE WAY SHE
MANIPULATES
THE FAN REMINDS
ME OF BRANCHES
SWAYING IN THE

HER ENTIRE BODY
EXUDES THE AIR OF

THE GODDESS.
NN

THAT UN-  NOBI-
APPROA-  LITY,
CHABLE ;
DREAD.
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GONE...!
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