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FORD PULL OUT!

Was it really possible? Before the
car had even raced, had scarcely
been tested, had shown great pro-
mise, had never been run with the
powerful new Cosworth DFL tur-
bo engine; the Ford Graup C pro-
gramme, described extensively
elsewhere in this issue, had
scarcely even begun before it was
cancelled.
It all began on February 25. The
new car had just completed its
first test session when Stuart
Turner was appointed director of
European Motor Sports, taking
over responsibility for Group C and
the rally car programme from Karl
Ludvigsen who returned to the
States. Two weeks later, a jour-
nalist in Germany was told that
the two programmes would soon
be cancelled, and true enough
three days later, team manager of
the Group C programme Keith
Greene was informed that it was
all over; the cars could be return-
ed to Ford, there were no plans for
them to be run privately. A state-
ment issued the next day explain-
ed that Turner felt that the com-
pany‘s motor sport programme
was geing in the wrong direction,
that it wasn't reflecting Ford’s
products (nor did the GT40 come
tothat). At a stroke, he had wiped
out what one estimate put at
$10,000,000 worth of invest-
ment. There were some 200 rally
cars ready to be assembled.
In some quarters, if left avery bad
taste in the mouth. Greene was
astounded. Of some consolation
was the return of his driving
licence that night, and the pur-
chase of a Suzuki 750 the next
day. Gordon Spice Racing, who
were to run the Group C pro-
gramme, had negotiated a con-
tract by which they were paid race
by race after initial administrative
costs had been dealt with. “'Now
we're left with nothing,” said
‘team manager Keith Greene. “‘Butr

1’m not going to foid up overnight
just because of bloody Stuart
Turner.’” Gordon Spice Racing—
the boss was on a promation trip
in Barbados at the time of the
announcement—would continue,
said Greene, and they would hope
to find something to run, possibly
a Lola. It was especially sad as the
new Ford appeared to have so
much promise. Surer had been
““very impressed with the ground
effect, really a new car with a lot
of ground effect which works”.
He had done Im 11s around
Ricard, and reckoned to get under
Im 10s with better tyres and
weather.

Turner's sweeping decision af-
fects neither of Zakspeed's pro-
grammes in Germany or the
States, both national program-
mes. Zakspeed are running two
Group C cars in the German cham-
pionship. Oneis the Ford C4 com-
plete with 1.8 litre turbo engine
which driver Klaus Ludwig says is
2 1000 per cent better than the
€100 with DFL (known now as
the Ford C8) which Klaus Niedz-
wiedz is driving.

Ford's turbo Mustang programme
continues in IMSA, but a new
frent-engined GTP car is already
on the stocks, and Ludwig says
that this ““/s the fastest sports car
ever built, I'll be able to show all
the Porsches and Lola how to win
races. “|ts first race won’t be un-
til summer, and it's unlikely to be
seen in Europe.,

As _for the Cosworth turbo engine
Project, no one was available at
Cosworth when we went to press
as th_ey were having a top level
meeting, no doubt to discuss the
future. However, with the declin.
Ing useage of the DFV in Formula
Gpa, itis likely that Cosworth may
wish to continue with the develop-
ment of the turbo. It seems even
possible that the new Ford Group
C car might be loaned to Coswaorth
as a test bed!

MONZA FIRST

6rld Endurance season
Egg.n\fm Monza in Italy over the
weekend of April BH_O. In fact
unofficial practice begins on the
Friday from 2pm to !:jpm, The next
day unofficial practice CDHUHL'IES
with a 90 minute session ending
at 12pm, and then the timed ses-
sion takes place in the afternoon
from 4.30 to 6pm. Fifty cars will
be allowed to practice, and 45 to

art the race.

?hls race, of course, will be the
first where the Rothmans Porsche
and Martini-Lancia-Ferrari teams
will race against one another. In
support will be more Porsches,
Rondeau and Junior Group Cc
teams. The race is sponsored l;v
Agip, Candy, Ersal and Panasonic.
Itis over 1000 kms, 173 1aps, and
starts at 11.30 am.
And don't forget the second round
of the World Endurance series at
Silverstone on May 8. Itis always
one of the best races of the year,
and this season it is being held
over 1000 kilometers for the first
time. Traditionally, itis the warm-
up for that great classic, Le Mans.
And three weeks later, the famous
Nurburgring hosts the third round
of the World Endurance series
where there is always a fine and
varied entry, and an enthusastic
crowd to cheer on home-grown
teams running Porsches...

MASS EXODUS?

Jochen Mass arrived early in
Mlaf!'\l in order indulge in another
of his passions: sailing. He was
there to watch the start of one of
the local championship events to
the Bahamas. Jachen, an ex.
merchant seaman, has always
loved boats, and at one time own-
ed a partshare of an enormous
three-master. Now he is a partner
of a boa‘t-buuding company in
S_Dulh Af_rlga, and is seriously con-
sndgrlng Joining his business part-
nerin one of their boats in the next

Whitbread Round thy
ek e World yacht

THE SPICE OF LIFE

Variety, they say, is the spice of
life, and Swiss slot machine kinu
Walter Brun obviously believes iy
that proverb. Brun had all thg
money ready to buy a 956 whep,
Porsche decided to sell it to
Laessig. So now Brun is concep-
trating on Seger and Hoffmap
chassis—but hopefully fitted with
no less than three different types
of turbo engine.

The first €7 chassis, built i
England by John Thompson wijj
be fitted by Schnitzer’s 3.2 litre
turbo BMW engine which should
give between 600 bhp and 1000
bhp! Brunhopes to have a specia|
practice engine built for Le Mans
which will assure him a front row
position. However, Brun and part
ner Hans Stuck may not be able to
race the car before Silverstone or
even the Nurburgring because of
clashing European Touring Car
championship races which take
precedence.

The second car will have a
Porsche 956 engine fitted and wil|
make its debut at Silverstone,
although who will drive is uncer-
tain, and there's the possibility of
a third car for Le Mans fitted with
a DFL turbo engine if one is
available. And that's variety!
Brunn Motorsport, the former GS
Tuning team, is sponsored by a
Swiss watch company this year,
and three cars have been entered
for Le Mans. Allthey need is a few
drivers to help with some
expenses. .

KREMERS’
SURPRISE

The Kremer brothers are playing
their cards very close to their
chests, but they expect to turn up
at Monza with a brand new
CK5/83 complete with their own
enginel This, for the regulations
sake, will be based on a Porsche
block, but last year their CK5
already had an engine developed
by Manfred Kremer who is in
charge of the engine side of
Kremers’ Cologne factory. More
surprises from the Kremers are
that they will only do the World
Endurance Championship and not
the German series. No drivers
have yet been annanced, but they
say that Rolf Stommelen definitely
won't be driving. The Kremers
have never been known to
disappoint!

GERMAN 956S

There will only be three 9565
(apart from the works cars) run
from Germany. One of these has
been sold to Jurgen Laessig (much
to Walter Brun's disappointment!
and he will run it in the German
championship as from the secon

round, and also in World EN-
durance Championship races with
Axel Plankenhorn, the ex-Kremer
driver. Rheinhold Jast will run twe
958, ane for Bob Wollek who will
share with Stefan Johansson i

Endurance races and the second
for Dieter Schornstein whose car
will also be driven by Volkert Merl
and Clemens Schickentanzin both
Endurance and German cham-
pionships. Jost will also run the
936C seen last year for the
Belgian Martin brothers and rally
star Marc Duez in World En-
durance races.

LOLA RATIONALISE

The Ford announcement to cancel
their Group C programme left a
number of teams very much in lim-
bo. One of these was Lola whose
Group € plans are particularly
limited by funds and recent
customer ‘movements.’ Indeed,
when we spoke to Lola team
manager Jeff Hazell, he said that
recent customer reactions had
been “incredible.”” However, by
that, we were not lead to believe
“increredibly good!”

Although it was generally ex-
pected that Guy Edwards would
again be racing a Lola this year,
that doesn’t seem to be the case,
almost certainly because Ford's
turbo engine was not to be
available to even select teams.

However, Lola did have an order
for what they would call their 626:
a 600 with new bodywork and
screen, and a fuel tank located
amidships which could conform to
regulations on either side aof the
Atlantic. It would take virtually
any engine, but this model arderad
by Interscope was to take their
turbo VB Chevrolet. However, the
order for this car, destined for Le
Mans, has been cancelled as Ted
Field is winding down his opsera-
tion, although it is always possi-
ble that Danny Ongais will take it
on.

But Lola are building one car, 3
Junior Group C based on the light
610 chassis to take a Mazda
engine which should be running in
mid to late April. However, it is
destined for IMSA, although it
may be seen in Group C by the
end of the year.

So Lola has the potential, but not
the plans nor the money. They
were to be loaned DFL engines by
Ford, and it seems this agreement
is likely to continue, although Lola
actually has no car in which to fit
the engines...

CONTINENTAL
DRIFTY

According to some geologists, at the dawning of our
planet, the present continents were joined together, and
the America and Europe that we know today was one
gigantic island.

But America and Europe have long been seperated, and
as the 20th century draws to a close, it seems that they
grow a little further apart each year thanks to their vary-
ing economies. The geologically-defined continental drift
continues, centimeter by centimeter, but itis eclipsed by
ideological differences which widen at a vast rate, and
which force each nation to wrap itself up in an autonomy
thought necessary for its survival.

Like an epidemic, this has spread to the majority of human
activities, among which is the sport of racing cars at high
speed over long periods of time on closed roads. FISA’s
World Endurance Championship for Group C cars (two
rounds only outside Europe) and the International Motor
Sport Association’s Camel GT championship (totally
North American) are run to different regulations. Rules
governing chassis floors, engi and fuel consumption
make up the differences—the result of the varying views
and that need for survival of two men: Jean-Marie Balestre
and John Bishop and his family. The situation is the sad-
der because with few alterations, most of the cars would
meet both sets of regulations.

5 W RAL NS ]GRO

GPl, inits own modest way, decided to try and bridge the
gap between IMSA and Group C. We covered three IM-
SA races in Florida: the Daytona 24 hours, the Miami
Grand Prix and the Sebring 12 hours. Here were two
classic races, and a third which was entirely new, suffer-
ing from unfortunate teething troubles, But visiting these
races broadened our outlook and added to our knowledge
of motor sport. We found that the endurance series both
suffer from a deg of self-satisfaction: our ch i
ship is doing nicely thank-you, but the other one is going
downhill, you know. So what is the real situation?
That is up to you, the reader, to judge. To fill these pages
with the it t and col of end ing on the
other side of the Atlantic, we've sat for hours in over-
crowded jumbos, suffered jet lag, been soaked to the skin,
and had our skin burnt to a frazzle: we hope it was worth it!

Didier Braillon




MOMO AND
DESIRE

Amongst the visitors 10 the Miarm
IMSA race was Dosird Wilson who
has recently moved trom Englana
1o the States with husband Alan
who s director of operations for
tha New York Grand Prix
Although Desire s ran intention
is 1o get into CART racing. she s
#l8o 1o share Glanpiero Morety's
Porsche 935 in the IMSA cham
plonship. Moretti had anothes
South African co-driver in Miam:
rally ace Sarel van der Merwe who
i 80 fast in South African rallkes
in his Audi Quattro that the other
competitors want him bannsd!

Van dor Merwa is dus to do seven
races with Morstti in the 936
(thay shared it at Kyalam last
yaar) while Dasicd witt g0 five or
six more. Neither Morett nor van
der Marwe got much of & dove in
Miami, but at least the owner of
the Moma concern got 1o race the
car. Faw drivers can have travel
od quite so far for 50 ittle as van
dar Marwe,

GRID-PORSCHE
| FOR wem

ot and has 8 large gearbo
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base = the United Stetes 5t Atipn
ta. now usng Frestons tyres and
with sponsorste from property
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Amencan market 5 clearty of i
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" Monra a5 there s 3n IMSA
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The non-gelivery of de Cadensl
856 has rather eft Chrs Craft and
Pirvk. Floyd drummes Nick Mason
in the hech. Mason has found
some sponsorship ncluding
some trom Olympus. and he and
Cra®t wawe hoping to share de
Cadenst s 958 Instaad, they may
now whasl 0u1 the ugue Dome
which was converted to Group C
trarm by March Grand Prix last year
Since then. i1 has been given big
por brakes and Craft and Mason
may race the car a1 Silverstone,
sithough an emtry at Monza now
ssams unliksly. The Dome may
=till be tun by March Grand Prix,
bt 11 s unlikely 10 be powered by
3.3 lare DFL
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CANON PORSCHE
Jan Lameners will be one of the
drivers of the Porsche 956 which
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BUSY BOB

I | don’t win the Porsche ¢
with a programme like mine Vun
Imustbea...” said Bob Woliek gq
the way back from Miami. He ig
indeed, a busy man, with 4
Mercedes dealership to in
Strasbourg, a programme in the
world Endurance series and the
German Sports Car championship
in Jost’s 966. And in the States,
he has an IMSA programma in
Preston Henn's 935 with which
he won the Daytona 24 hours
He’s right; if he doesn’t win the
Porsche Cup this year with a pro-
gramme like that...

NEW SAUBER

Pater Sauber has nearly finished
his entirely new C7 chassis which
will be powered by a 3.5 litre
BMW engine. Once finished, it will

up

e e

be tested and perfected bafore be
ing offered to a driver. As yet there
is no racing programme planned,
sithough Sauber would like to do
Le Mans, Ha hopes to build o se
cond car for the possible installa
tion of either a Porsche or some
other twrbo engine.

MAZDA’'S JUNIOR
GROUP C INTEREST

For sarma resson, Mazda seem to
dominate Junior Group C interest
We have alraady saen the Mazda
GTP which 2&W Enterprises have
buift for the IMSA series in the
States. And Lola are building a
Mazda angined GTP car for the
same saries

In England, meanwhile, 3 Mazda
powered Junior Group C has been
built up by Lester Ray, the man

who built the Vogue Group 6

cars are expectad at Silverstane
and Le Mans this year. These are
sami-warks models being bullt by
Mazdaspeed (they entered RX7s
last yaar at Lo Mans) which should
have a slightly mors powerful 310
bhp fusl-injsctad engine fitted in
# carbon fibre monacoque
Far competition, these Mazda
powsarad cars will have the two
ax-Group 6 Lancias convertad to
Junior Group C spacification and
Gebhardt's BMW
paowsred car, plus one or two
othar German-based machines

Gunther

sports car. It will be driven by tour
ing car specialists Las Blackburn
and David Palmer with Roy Baker.
It will be entered in all World En
durance races including Fuji and
run by Blackburn's Mann's
Garage, a Ford dealership
incidently!

The engine has been built in
England with parts supplied by the
Hiroshima factory. Its capacity is
1300cc, twin rotor and fed by a
single Weber carburettor. it should
give 285 bhp at 9000 rpm. The
car is called a Harrier, and copies
should ba on sale later in the year
IMSA versions will also be
available

More Mazda-powered Group C

QUOTES

Wa liked a couple of quotes heard
in Miami. Brian Redman, looking
rather nervous in brand naw
avaralls was making yat another
comaback to racing when he
should have been selling cars from
his dealership in Jacksonville,
Florida: “'don’t say anything, "' he
said quickly, “‘there’s no fool like
an old fool...”"

And then there was Chilean driver
Jorga Koechlin, looking for a ride
but also in the States to fix up a
sponsorship deal. Looking at the
bumpy circuit, Koechlin com-
mented, “‘yvou wouldn't want to
aat an English breakfast before
racing herel””

IMSA TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATION

Permitted power units

— 700 kilo class: production-based normally aspirated 2500cc engines
ar 2000cc normally aspirated race engines, alternating or rotary.

— B850 kilo class: production-based. normally aspirated 5000cc two
valve per cylindar engines. 3500cc lly asp d race engines,
2800cc production-based tutbocharged engines, 1400cc turbocharg-
ad race engines

_ 900 kilo class: production-based, normally aspirated two valve per
cylinder 6000cc engines, 4000cc normally aspirated race engines,
production-based 3500cc turbocharged engines, 2140cc turbocharg-
ad race engines.

Nots: out of these regulations, it transpires that a the flat six cylinder
Porsche 956 engine with four valves per cylinder, water-cooled head,
of 2649¢cc and fittad with twin KKK turbos enters into the race engine
class but has 100 big a capacity 1o be aliowed. Consequently, the Porsche
956 is not permitted to take part in the 1983 IMSA champianship.

PRECEDING CHAMPIONS
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977 :
1978
1979
1980 :
1981
1982

CONTACT

International Motor Sports Association (IMSA),
P.0O. Box 3485,

Bridgeport, CTO8605

United States of America.

Tel: (203) 336 2116

President: John Bishop

Tachnical adviser: Roger Bailey

Public relations executive: Dic van der Feen.

CALENDAR

February 5/8: Daytona 24 hours Pepsi Challenge/24 hours
February 27: Budweiser Miami Grand prix/500 kms
March 19: Coca Cola Sebring 12 hours/12 hours

April 10: Road Atlanta Camel GT/800 kms

April 24: Loa Angeles Times Grand Prix-Riverside/6 hours
May 1: Manteray Triple Crown-Laguna Seca/100 miles
May 15: Camel GT500-Charlotte Motor Speedway/500 kms
May 30: Lime Rock Park 500/600 kms

June 19. Lumbermens 8 hours-Mid Ohio/8 hours

July 3: Paul Revere 250-Daytona/250 miles

July 10: Pepsi Grand Prix-Brainerd/500 kms

July 24: Camel GT 3 hours-Sears Point/3 hours

July 31: G.I. Joe's Grand Prix-Portland/3 hours

August 14: Labatt’s GT-Mosport Park (Canada)/6 hours
August 21: Road America 500-Elkhart Lake /600 miles
Septsmber 11: Camel GT Grand Prix-Pacono/500 miles
Movember 27: Eastern Airfines 3 hours-Daytana/3 hours

Padro Gragg/Hurlay Haywood
Hurley Haywood
Pater Gregg
Peter Gregg
Pater Gregg

Al Holbert

Al Holbert

Pater Gragg
Peter Gregg
John Fitzpatrick
Brian Redman
John Paul Jr

GT Category: $60,000, $35,000, $22,000, $18,000, $15,000,
$12,000, $10,000, $8,000, $6,000 and $4,000 to the first 10
in the championship.

GTO Category: $15,000, $7,000, $4,000, $2,500, and $1,500
to the first five in the championship.

Catsgory GTU: 15,000, $7,000, $4,000, $2,600 and $1,500
to the first five in the championship.

Note: GT = GTP prototypes (Lola TB0O for example) or GTX (eg:
Porsche 935) built as specialist machines. GTO = GT cars over
2500cc (eg: Chevrolet Camaro). GTU = GT cars less than
2500cc (eg: Toyota Celica).




BIRTH OF
A CIRCUIT

When Chris Pook dreamed up the idea of a
street circuit around Long Beach, he appeared
to start an epidemic. Since then, there has
been Detroit, Las Vegas, Montreal and talk of
further events in Spain, New York and
Moscow. The reality of staging such an event
usually begins as a dream, but Ralph Sanchez
and Phil Corey, both Miami-based, saw their
dream come true on February 26, the day
practice began for the Budweiser Miami

Grand Prix.

he dream wasn'’t the
sole property of San-
chez and Corey. Seve-
ral people had consi-
dered it before but it
had never got past the talking
stage. Then along came Sanct

by Bob Constanduros

mile circuit required resurfacing
work, and an entirely new section
was paved on |ocal railway proper-
ty. This half mile section began and
ended by crossing a double railway
track, which turned out to be one

and Corey, real estate broker and
seafood broker respectively. Both
wererace fans. Sanchez had com-
peted while Corey had worked
;vfgaliMSA as :‘rLufﬁ'cial at many
rraces including Sebri
Daytona events, gEaingang

Sanchez and Corey picked up the
idea at just the right t t
Beach had shown %mgrf‘::éalfcr:g
cuit was feasible, and it had proy-
ed such asuccess that Detroit had
taken up the idea. If Long Beach
and Detroit could do it, why not
_Maarnl?ﬂne of themajor obstacles
in setting up such a venture is
always possible local government
opposition, but with the system
already proven by two other ma-
Jor citigs, the two promoters of the
Js?:a already had evidence on their
CH

They formed a company, Miami
Motorsports lnwrporata‘\fi. ar::ri':':
May, 1982, they signed a contract
with the Miami City Commission
after more than a year of research,
negotiations and fact finding.

Under the contract, the ci

sharain the nstrwmue:;vro‘;lnomf

race on a percentage basis instead

of receiving a fixed rental for the

tu;.offaeﬂi?;a. Butunlike other ci-
races, the promotors

shouldering all costs; ng v:::

of the rough ions of the cir-
cuit, and many thought that the dip
of the railway tracks would be fatal
ontransmissions. However, it pre-
sented no such problem.
E_Isewhars, the principal altera-
tions requ iredinvolved the moving
of traffic islands and curbing, all of
which would be restored 1o origi-
nal or near original state once the
race was over. This would give a
minimum track width of 30 feet.
The pitarea was destined to be ac-
of Bisc: hi.- Il s
Iscayne Boulevard, Alt]
there were initially problemr::uwuﬂ:
the pit area, Miami Motorsports
were confident of returning the
area to its original state. Trees
removed would be replaced after
the race, even those that were
diseased and would have been
replaced anyway. Another of the
company's public relations moves
Wwas to build an entire detour
around the circuit for traffic goin|
to the port of Miami which woulg
notbe able to use the normal route.
Bung:: would only be closed dur-
:ng e waskend, but this detour
urned out to be necessary and
well utilised. The garage area was
in the convention hall in the cen-
tAra of the circuit.
cir(;un is not necessari|
most important factor in rurtnE:;

e a street race. |t | i
m nr:;o;:v’kwauld hnslasqdn course, but it dc::s:f: s:;{al I‘:'f
g pmwoum pad gl»{l:l- bring in money. Spectator aua g

T ek d :r:'l u:mndmnda do, howar::rs
ek 45 she prommoror - Amusingly, Miamim :
mﬂz m ::::r .ffi.mm! contacted ﬂa;;;qa:r%:;xor :!'::

:?m “Igg“ main mmgm ighfares  stand seating forﬂ?&'&'gig?'}g
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organisers, and protection for
spectators had to be installed
around the circuit. This camein the
form of three different types of
concrete barrier, the largest of
which was 12 foot in length and
weighed 8,500 pounds. These
concrete barriers ranged from 32
to 42 inches in height. In some
areas, there were double layers of
barrier at the request of FISA in-
spector Roger Peart, but the total
length was 20,000 feet. These
inter-linked barriers were top
with 42,000 feet of chain link
debris fencing either six or eight
feet above the barrier which was
then reinforced by three layers of
steel cable, 45,000 feetin all. No
less than six sponsored bridges
wereinstalled, most of which will
make another motor racing ap-
pearance at the New York Grand
Prix later in the year. Work began
on their installation at the beginn-
ing of February.
Spectators have to be fed.
watered and looked after, so the
organisers laid on seven locations
where food and drink could be
bought and there were four first
aid stations. Although there were
permanent toiletsin the area, a fur-
ther 120 units were brought in
specially for the race.
The organising club were for-
tunate in having the Everglades
hotel overlooking the circuit. On

dangerous because of the severe
camber changes. But providing no
one wanted to run a Formula One
race on the circuit (which they
don't), he found the circuit suitable
for IMSA cars.

IMSA organiser John Bishop had
been up since three o’clock in the
morning before practice started,
just to make sure it all went well.

There were one or two hiccups.
but he was “‘pleased so far. If it
goes this smoothly, we'd like to do
itagain. There are things that could
be improved, but there are at any
race. This race has been well-
sponsored and well-promoted at &
time when the City of Miami needs
it. Its good for the image of the ¢i-
ty, and we're proud to be part of
it. It's also good to come south at
this time of year. Ralph Sanchez
and his company have our eternal
respect for what he has done
politically with the city. and
physically with the barriers and his
sponsorship and promotion”.

Perhaps the worst reaction came
from some of the drivers. Jochen
Mass, in particular, proved to be
one of the old school: “‘what
track? Show me acircuit. There’s
no racing circuit here. Where have
you seen a track?”* Other drivers
felt that it was a bit bumpy and
slow, and criticised the changes of
grip which made it slippery. Most

the 17th floor, both organi and
press were accomodated in con-
ference rooms from where the cir-
cuit could be easily monitored. A
32 line phone system connected
the various key locations using
more than 2 miles of cable, and
radios were also used. More than
65 speakers conveyed the com-
mentary, while the Spanish Inter-
national Network TV station had
cameras on hand for International
transmission and on-circuit close-
circuit TV connections, including

philosophical of all was Bob
Wollek: “this is the future of motor
racing in some ways. So |'m real-
ly quite happy. It's been designed
by someone who doesn’t know
anything about motor racing, but
it doesn’t make that much dif-
ference. There’s only one place to
overtake which is at the end of the
straight and it's dangerous
because it's slippery under brak-
ing. But then I'm a professional,
I'm paid to drive, so | should be
able to cope with it. But witha few
ions, the circuit could be

the 30 corporate hospitality units
set up in tents and hotels.
Timekeeping turned out to be a
problem. The team was situated
on a wooden plinth overlooking
the start/finish line. At first, there
was a lack of power which
prevented them from using an
electronic eye making hand-held
stopwatches the sole means of
timing. When the rains came on
raceday, the timekeapers burrow-
ed under their plinth and did the job
from there, spying the cars
through holes cutin the decorative
plastic banner around the foot of
the plinth.
But how was the circuit received
by the professionals who had to
wark, drive or organise the race?
Roger Peart, an Englishman living
in the States, was FISA's inspec-
tor. He's used to street circuits, be-
ing the clerk of the course at Trois
Rivieres. He had ensured that FISA
specification concrete barriers
were used in certain areas, and
that the normal highway barriers,
somewhat less safe, wereusedin
non-crucial areas. Speed bumps in
the newly paved section, made
from asphalt, weren't quite the
rightlocations, while he found the
railway crossings somewhat

changed and become quite good™".

Whatever the individual com-
ments, drawbacks and hiccups,
nearly all those in Miami were full
of praise for the realisation of that
dream of Sanchez and Corey. In-
deed, there are Grands Prix held on
traditional circuits that don’t run
as well, It was unfortunate and sad
that all their sfforts should be
drowned out by the elements. One
can only hope thatnext year's race
will be the success that this year's
deserved to be. O
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models, having had the benefit of a year's
competition and development, during
which there were few technical pro-
blems. The works cars, on the other
hand, are the result of a considerable
research and development programme.
“The car that's here at Circuit Paul
Ricard, ” admitted Peter Falk, “has been
fitted with a new injection system but we
are also working on the weight, and once
we have a new and lighter spacer bet-
ween engine and gearbox, we should be
on the weight limit of 800 kilos. The
Ferrari-engined Lancia and the Cosworth
turbo-engined Ford should be the quick
cars this year, and we're going to have
to work hard to beat them. All the same,
| hope that the cars will be fairly similar
so that spectators will be able to watch
some tight racing. Only that way will
crowds return to watch the type of rac-
ing in which we have always specialised.”

Porsche’'s drivers will be up against
strong driver pairings from Lancia and
Ford, including Michele Alboreto, Riccar-
do Patrese and Marc Surer. There has
been one change in the Porsche team
since last year. Vern Schuppan, who pro-
ved to be slightly slower than the others
in the team, has been replaced.

“Apart from Le Mans, our driving team
will be as follows,” explained Helmut
Bott. “Jacky Ickx will drive with Jochen
Mass, and Derek Bell with Stefan Bellof. "’

It's somewhat surprising to see Bellof in-
cluded in a team that has usually relied
on experienced older drivers. Bellof's
long distance experience amounts to two
races, and he only came to prominence
last year in the Maurer-BMW Formula
Tv_vc team. Porsche’s choice in older
drivers has been fully justified by the fact
that no works car has been badly crash-
ed for the past couple of years. But there
appears to be a trend towards younger
drivers: Rondeau chose Thierry Boutsen
to partner Henri Pescarolo at Spa and Fuiji
last year; Rheinhold Jost hopes to pair
Stefan Johansson with Bob Wollek in one
of his 956s this year; and now the
sairﬁichle team intends to run a younger
river. It's a risk whi i
Ll ch Porsche consider

“We have to look to the future, " admit-
ted Peter Falk, “‘even if our policy had
pn_gvmus.'y been to trust experienced
d_n vers not to damage the cars. So for the
first time in our racing history, we're
en:rp.'oymg 4 young and inexperienced
driver. But we're conscious of the fact
that he's German, and that he’ll benefit
from the experience of Jacky, Derek and
Jochen. It also brings new blood to the
team, young blood which also means a

certain amount of competiti
¢ i
rivalry.” e -

The nine cars sold mean that i
now snrd out, although shoulEndr:cr;\:‘:r:cs!
be sufficient, another run of five car:
could be started around the beginning o?
July. Congequently, the fact that IMSA
has seen fit to effectively ban the 956
pears of little importance, i
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The customer cars are well-proven

‘Rennleiter’ Peter
Falk, left, talks
with Rheinhold
Jost, right, whose
team will be
looking after two
9565 this year,
above right.

" Stefan Bellof,

bottom right, has
replaced Vern
Schuppan in the
works team and
joins Bell, Ickx
and Mass as
works driver.
Background, the

to Red Lobster
Racing’s March
826G for IMSA
racing.

(Photos: B. Asset
and First Line)

Porsche 935 fitted

“That’s not really true,”’ corrected
Helmut Bott, “because the United States
iis a very important market for us, and we
\should be racing there. More than 40 per
\cent of our production of road cars is ex-
\ported to the USA. We have animage to
!rnainrain and drivers who count on our
|support. So we would very much like top
\private teams in the States to run 956s
in the IMSA series. We spent a long time
talking to John Bishop. The contentious
|points included the engine, secondly the
driving position which he considered un-
\safe, and thirdly a lot of smaller details.
We were campaigning not just for our
| 958, but for the inclusion of Group C cars
in general. We told him that we felt that
we were big enough car producers to
know how a car should be constructed
|for safety reasons, but week after week,
our differences multiplied when it came
to chassis and engine. | believe that he
didn’t want to allow in Group C cars for
personal reasons which some might in-
terpret as protectionism. | think he
wanted to exclude the 956 because it
might be too competitive. It’s a shame
because it would have allowed American
spectators to see at least five or six more
competitive cars.”’

Porsche’s domination of certain types of
racing has made Americans tremble in
the past. Remember how they banned
the CanAm Porsche 917/30 at the end
of 1973, and then clipped the wings of
the Interscope-run Indy project before it
had even got under way? But Helmut
| Bott has found a way round the problem.
“We've decided to give any Americans
technical support should they wish to fit
their cars with Porsche engines.”

At the Daytona 24 hours, Bruce Leven’s
Bayside Lola T600, and Red Lobster Rac-
ing’s March 82G were both fitted with
German six cylinder units and there
should be more soon. “Our main interest
is March, and | think that during the
course of the IMSA season, we shall be
fitting four or five of their cars with
Porsche engines. The first effort wasn't
entirely satisfactory because it concern-
ed only an old 935 engine and its adap-
tation to a GTP chassis and IMSA regula-
tions wasn 't ideal. But we're de veloping
a single ignition, single turbo unit which
should be ideally suited to GTP.
Customers will be able to buy the engine
and maintain it themselves with parts
that we will supply to them. IMSA needs
Porsche, because but for the 935s that
| have comprised most of the field for the
past few seasons, there would not have
been a championship. And Porsche
needs IMSA too. So we both have to try
| and get on together.”
Meanwhile, Porsche have been in discus-
sion with the Sports Car Club of
America—the SCCA—which runs
CanAm, in the hope that the 956 can run
in that championship. “/t currently seems
that our negotiations have a good chance
of succeeding, ”’ Peter Falk told us with
a large smile. “The SCCA seems very
much in favour of Group €, even thaugh
they hope to have a handicapping system

so as not to frighten away the competi-
tion. Anyway, the CanAm version of the
956 will be a little quicker than the
Group C version because there is no fuel
consumption regulation in CanAm, so weé
can run the engine to jts full potential.”

Running in CanAm is certainly one way
of avenging IMSA’s ban, but to do so,
Porsche will have to produce cars to sell
to private teams, and that is something
that is currently all but impossible.
Porsche are currently very busy, for as
well as the World Endurance champion-
ship programme, the supply of engines
to IMSA customers, and the possible
CanAm production run, the company is
also occupied in producing the Formula
One turbo engine ordered by Technigues
d'Avant Garde for the MclLaren team.
Helmut Bott didn't want to talk too much
about that engine

““TAG is our customer. Formula One is
not our own programime, so it would be
quite wrong if | revealed details of the
development of their engine. However,
waere very much in favour of this Formula
One programme. We have turbocharging
experience, some of our people couldn't
be better qualified and we have the
material, so why not? All the same, our
956 programme is sufficiently deman-
ding for us not to have the time to devote
to another series which is why | cannot
envisage a Porsche-Porsche Formula One
car for the moment. This has nothing to
do with the fact that we consider the
‘show’ element in Formula One to be
rather too obvious...”




DAYTONA
24 HOURS

Mickey Moust
welcomes IS
#riends to Wil!

hen winter falls in

the northern hemi-

sphere, sun wor-

shippers flood to

Florida. Simple
tourists invade the south to pursue lost
infancy at Disney World or to chase
alligators by sea plane through the
swamps of the Everglades. This tem-
porary population Invasion is mainly
English speaking, and furthermore, many
of those involved are elderly. They make
Miami, West Palm Beach or Saratosa
their base, but they can pop over to
another favourite playground, the
Bahamas, for a few days.

Two hundred and fifty miles north of
Miami lies Daytona, famous for its 20
mile beach which you can drive onif you
wish to enjoy the full delights of the
Atlantic ocean. But in February, Daytona
welcomes a different kind of tourist.
These are motor sport fans who come for
the month to enjoy the traditional speed
weeks organised by Bill France and his

son, Bill France Junior on the Daytona In-
ternational Speedway. At the beginning
of February, the 24 hour race opens the
programme. It’s held on the 3.84 mile cir-
cuit including both banking and infield
sections. Two weeks later, a huge crowd
turns out to see the build-up to the
famous 500 mile NASCAR race held on
the 2.5 mile tri-oval where the cars race
at speeds approaching 200 mph.

The original circuit was situated by the
sea, using part of the beach, but this was
replaced by the current circuit in 1958,
so the 1983 race marked the circuit’s
25th anniversary. However, the en-
durance event itself was actually started
in 1962 as a three hour event. Unfor-
tunately, due to the considerable dif-
ferences between FISA and the Interna-
tional Motor Sport Association run by the
Bishop family, this year's Daytona 24
hours did not count for the World En-
durance championship, whereas
previously it has been the first round of
the FISA series. To convert a car from

Group C to IMSA's GTP class would not
have been a very difficult task, but few
European teams attempted it. In fact only
Robin Hamilton’s Aston Martin Nimrod
team made the trip, attracted by much
needed financial support, so far not for-
thcoming in Europe. On the face of it, the
trip turned out well.

There was a new car weighing fifty kilos
less than the 1982 version which was
ultimately painted in the colours of Pep-
si Cola, the sponsors of the event. They
suddenly realised that there were few
stars in the race, and quickly drafted in
a brace of blue chip American heroes to
support regular driver Tiff Needell. These
were none other than quadruple In-
dianopolis winner A.J. Foyt, who won Le
Mans in 1967, and Darrell Waltrip,
NASCAR superstar. He was champion in
1981 and 1982 and won around
$900,000 last year; around £600,000.
Because of an exchange agreement con-
cerning sportmen from American coun-

- —
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i - tries, a fourth man was included in 1_he
team: Argentine Formula Two champion
Guillermo Maldonado. This was his first
sortie outside his home country, and his
performance lead Walltrip to comment
that “ it will be a miracle if A.J. doesn T
lay one on him before the end of the
race.”” The second Nimrod, one of last
year's models rebuilt, was to be driven
by Drake Olsen son of Aston Martin’s
American sales director, and rapid Cana-
dian John Graham. Third driver was the
charming Lyn St James, a TransAm
specialist who will be driving a Mercury
Capri prepared by Tom Gloy’s Lane
Sports Racing in 1983.

Ranged against these two ‘foreigners’
was the majority of the regular IMSA run-
ners, although by ne means all for some
teams simply weren't ready, and others
were unwilling to risk their machinery
against the Daytona banking's unforgiv-
ing concrete retaining walls.

Jaguar Cars Inc., the New Jersey-based
importer, entered an entirely new XJR5
built up by Group 44. The previous car
had been destroyed against one of the
Daytona concrete walls during the final
IMSA round on November 28 last year.

The car's chassis is semi-monocoque in
honeycomb aluminium strengthened by
steel bulkheads. It is designed by Lee
Dykstra and uses a Jaguar V12 engine
of 5300cc, fed by Weber carburetters
and developing 525 bhp. It is certainly a
superb machine, and attracted
favourable comment from John Bishop
who was proud to announce that “our
championship is the battleground bet-
ween two famous racing marques:

The marshals,

perched in

task, particul, theit towars ap, E
caught fire z:;::’;;ta; things go wrong, :::: e banking, have an | A
lap, whllnorherreur: ce. In the race, Porsch 25 when Interscop,, L’"Forrgnr [ Jaguar and Aston Martin,”" while the
g’faﬂxsrﬂﬂ 65 Mﬂ':';cnt:l;cafudMGenaHu:r’H!vn 19 Wﬂhloff’o ola T600 ir"" FISA World series could only attract a
PPl and First Ling) 0" 07 Mazda o j;’:’;;goyapa Colica o ’;’; f:m i “Porsche versus Porsche battle.”
orve; !
tt There were two March Group C cars

entered, one by Motorsports Marketing,
in this case an 83G powered by a VDS-
prepared Chevrolet V8. The Red Lobster
chain of restaurants entered an old 82G
into which had been fitted a 6 cylinder
3.2 litre Porsche engine, but there were
severe difficulties with this last minute
effort, and it only did 14 rather slow laps.

The surprise of
the race was the
Performance of
the March-
Chevrolet 836G
driven by Randy
Lanjer, Terry
Wolters and
P Marty Hinze. It
""-"‘:’ for 269 laps,
ut eve,
finished s:(?;z.z’,.!
(Photo: DPPJ)

There were three Lolas entered, one by
Ralph Cooke, the major shareholder of
the Dataspeed company. This was a
TBOO fitted with its usual VB Chevrolet
prepared by Promotor Engineering. In-
terscope, the team owned by millionaire
Ted Field, entered two T800s. One was
fitted with the usual V8 Chevrolet but the
other had a 208 cubic inch, 3300cc V6B
Chevrolet fitted with a single turbo from
the Japanese company lshi Kawajima
Harima. Like the V8, it was built up by
Ryan Falconer at Santa Ana, California
and developed around 880 bhp. It made
its race debut in November of last year
when it was fitted with twin turbos,
which have now been banned by the
regulations.
Up against these GTP (or roughly speak-
ing, Group C) cars was a crowd of
Porsche 935s entered in GTX (or
Group 5.) Preston Henn has made a for-
—— e
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g gr 24 hour race hn:s certsin magic to it, and Daytona has that classic tag. Nearly

i l;ﬂ:;s after he quit the Formula One scene, Ronnie Bucknum was racing in

Che vro::;’s" but re tired as did the Stratagraph Camaro N ° 45 and the utilitarian

the start Il;"z N* 47. They did better than Porsche N° 05 which never made

helped D. ba la RX7 N 7 finished third, while the Bonnie Henn-Kathy Rude duo
eborah Gregg finish 13th. (Photo: DPPI and First Line)

_Even wnen hg’g
kissing the baryjg,
at high speed oh
the Daytop, a8
banking, Ay
chews his gum
They say he evep
chews in pjs
sleap, but that’s
Jjust a story,
(Photo: DPPy)

The Avanti looks
as though it has
horsepower to
Spare. It qualified
14th and was

; almost
'Mmpassable on the
banking. (Photo:
First Line)

tune in Florida by using his drive-in
cinemas as outdoor markets during the
day. He entered a new spaceframe 935
built up by Andial in California under the
direction of expatriot German Alvin
Springer. The car was fitted with a 3.2
litre twin turbo unit developing around
730/740 bhp and built up by Brumos in
Jacksonville, Florida. This is the garage
which belonged to the late Peter Gregg
and now run by his widow Deborah. She
was one of three ladies driving a 924 GTR
with Preston Henn's daughter Bonnie and
Kathy Rude. The Andial 935 was to be
driven by Bob Wollek and Claude Ballot
Lena, and its chief rival was to be a long-
tailed 935 which Bruce Leven's Bayside
company had entered for the owner plus
Al Holbert and Hurley Haywood. Bayside
has the exclusive rights to garbage
disposal in Seattle, Washington. A T600
fitted with a Porsche engine and a single
Ishi Kawajima Harima turbo was not
ready in time for the race.

John Paul Senior's JLP Racing entered a
935 for son John Paul Junior, the 1982
IMSA champion, who would share with
René Rodriguez and Joe Castellano. Bob
Akin was entered in an old 935 as his part
Porsche/part Lola had been destroyed at
Daytona at the end of last year, and he
was sharing with Dale Whittington and
John O'Steen. The slower 935s would
find themselves among the faster
American cars which included the two
Stratagraph Camaros and the surprising
Avanti, ancestor of the Studebaker
Avanti designed 25 years ago by stylist
Raymond Loewi and still in production in
Indiana. The rest of the 80 strong entry
comprised rotary-engined RX7s (in

cluding one in GTP), Camaros, Corvettes,
Firebirds, Porsche 911s and lesser
powered machines, including the three
works Toyota Celicas entered by Dan
Gurney's All American Racers. This was
an impressive turn-out, not simply
because of the cars themselves and the
team behind them, but also drivers.

Reigning CanAm champion Al Unser
Junior was joined by Wally Dallenbach
Junior, son the famous USAC driver,
Michael Chandler, an American hope for
the future and actor Gene Hackman. Two
Formula Atlantic drivers, Whitney Ganz
and the black driver Willy T. Ribbs plus
two Japanese drivers Kaoru Hoshino and
Masanori Sekiya completed the driving
strength.

“We have an alert that a Tornado is cur-
rently approaching. Please prepare to find
shelter. ”” That was the message flashed
up on TV screens on Wednesday morn-
ing during the daily cartoon show. It was
scarcely postcard weather when the first
unofficial sessions got under way: dark,
heavy sky, a strong wind and cool
temperatures. The next day, the first of-
ficial session got started under a partial-
ly covered sky, but at least the track was
dry. It was then that the first five rows
of the grid were decided, despite further
efforts the next day.

The wick was well turned up on Bob
Wollek’s turbo engine when he won pole
position, and shortly after the engine

broke altogether, but that didn't wipe the
smile off Preston Henn's face. Bob was
more than four seconds ahead of the next
four cars, all Porsche 935s which preced
ed the Cooke Racing Lola T600, Jaguar
and Interscope Lola-Chevrolet T600 in
which Bill Whittington had had a fright
when a tyre blew on the banking which
destroyed one corner of the car’s suspen-
sion and began a spectacular fire. Next
up were the two Stratagraph Camaros
and the Avanti which proved to be at
home on the banking, and then the March
83G driven by the first of the non
sprinters. Both Aston Martin Nimrods
were in trouble, as was the V6 Interscope
Lola which broke a turbo.

The sun had returned and the
temperature had risen by the next day
when Danny Ongais got within O.4s of
Wollek's time before a tyre blew, just as
it had on the V8 previous day. The
Aston Martin Nimrods had im d, but
the sixth row was the uld be
attained. Because of th rious pro-
blems, the Interscope
race only their V6 T600. Pr %
have started both ‘0’ and ‘00" cars, and
then retired the worst placed after the
first hour.

When the 79 starters lined up on the grid
for the 3.30 pm start on Saturday after-
noon, it was warm and sunny, just the
paradise that travel agents sell as Florida.
Queues of cars and motorhomes had
been lining up to get through the tunnel
to the infield. The crowds virtually aban-
doned the enormous stands around the
oval for this race, preferring to spectate
at the corners. More than 40,000 spec-
tators came to spend the night watching
the 24 hours, bringing with them ample
supplies of beer and enough firewood to
keep the camp fires burning throughout
the night.

Bob Wollek took off into the lead at the
start, but he soon had to give best to his
rivals for whom the main aim appeared
to be to lead, even if only momentarily.

Bob Akin, Hurley Haywood and John Paul
Junior all went by in their 935s, follow-
ed by Bob Tullius in the Jaguar. It wasn't
a difficult task because Bob was in trou-
ble with boost pressure from the turbos.
The left hand turbo had to be changed
before the end of the first hour, and the

right one was also changed soon after,
————
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I glﬂ France Junior has now taken over from his father as clerk of the course at -
re‘:i’;"ea:’ .dl!r;a;,nh-Pwsuha 83G N° 25 wasn't ready to qualify but started, only to -
mad'a' _rst lid the 9355 of Bryce Leven (N° 86) and Bob Akin (N° 5.) Porsche N° 52 |

it to the end. The winners withstood the rain to reach the rostrum, while |

- the Japanese crew of the thi
ird pl: i / I
b i : bigoie placed Mazda were well fed during the night. | |

Miami resident
Frank Rubino

) entered an all-
pink Porsche 935
which he
nicknamed the
‘Pink Panzer’. Co-
drivers were Pepe
Romero and the
talented Doc
Bundy joined by
Bill Whittington
during the night,
but they finished
down in 17th
place. (Photo:
DPPI)

dropping the Andial Porsche to the back
of the field. But brilliant Bob and Ballot-
Lena methodically chipped away at their
deficit, and soon there was only the
March 83G of Lanier/Hinze/Wolters to be
overtaken. The rest of the opposition had
been decimated. The Pepsi Cola 935 had
thumped the wall when 0Q‘Steen was
driving; part of the Jaguar's suspension
had broken, sending it crashing into the
wall, seriously damaging the front left
side of the car and bending the monoco-
que. John Paul’s 936 had also been inthe
wars: René Rodriguez had twice hit the
wall and then lost the left rear wheel.

Rodriguez came haring into the pits as
though he had all four wheels. Not sur-
prisingly, it took around an hour to repair
the damage he'd done to the car, and
later more time was lost replacing a heat
exchanger. The Bayside Porsche suffered
fire damage while Interscope’s Lola
retired with a broken turbo having spent
an hour in the pits after making contact
with the Morton/Klausler Mustang.

Both the Nimrods retired with engine
trouble which had steadily become more
and more aggravating and the cars never
really featured. As A.J. Foyt was prepar-
ing to leave for his hotel, Preston Henn
approached him asking if he would drive
the Andial 935. The Texan accepted,
after a few thousand dollars had chang-
ed hands, but as he’d never driven a 935
before, he asked to be excused any night
driving and left for a good night's sleep.

When he arrived back at the circuit the
next day, it had been raining for an hour,
and ‘his’ car was in first place in spite of
a fuel tank problem which necessitated
a stop every forty minutes. Wollek and
Ballot-Lena had overtaken the March.

When AJ slid behind the wheel at 8.49
am, the race was practically over. It was
raining and the infield was becoming im-
practicable. The race was virtually under
the pace car continuously, and finally the
organisers decided to suspend the race
temporarily. At 11.15 a am, the cars
returned to their pits to wait for the
weather to clear. An hour passed, which
was to be included in the elapsed time of
the race, before the cars went out on a
drying track to head for the 3.30 pm
finish. The main aim now was to stay on
the road, which the Andial 935 succeed-
ed in doing, crossing the line to win in
spite of a down-on-power engine, pro-
bably caused by a broken valve.

So Preston Henn's team won its first ever
IMSA race, and two Frenchmen won the
Daytona 24 hours for the first time. Bob
Wollek had quite a hard time from some
of the American journalists after he'd
commented on Foyt's sudden ap-
pearance in the team. But once he'd
made himself understood to American
journalists, and put his comments into
context, all was forgotten and he spent
a typical American evening celebrating
his Daytona win.

Didier Braillon

a
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DAYTONA 24 HOURS
il Motor Spart A

pionship, round 1

Official event name : 24 hr Pepsi Challenge.

Date: February 5/6, 1983.

Distance: 24 hours of 3.841 mile circuil.

Weather conditions : hot and sunny on the Saturday.
ing on the Sunday.
Attendance: 45,000 spectators.

's (IMSA] 1983 Camel GT cham-

coolerand rain-

STARTING GRIp

47-PORSCHE B36 K3
Rubino-Ramero-Bundy (2)

146976
B6-PORSCHE 935
Lavan-Haywood-Holbert 10-Loy4 v,

29 Coaka.y. 2500 Ciyg
45-JAGUAR XJRE Yawden Smelaiiln
Toliius-Adam-Bedard 90-LaLA v45, "oy
1'497'823 Flald-Ong ' EHEyy,

0752y 0 Whigolty ||
45-CHEVROLET CAMARO 4-CHE ™o, 1y
Fatton-Willlams-Frink opel xun._tru
1'60°'693 Ve0 L aonta. AN

O-LOLA TE0O CHEVROLET v 21-AsTo)
Flaig-Ongais-B. Whittington SIpaTON Mgty .
71 e ahenk Qi .1k N
3660 Drahg 10D

11 ASTON MARTIN NIMROD
Wiltrie Fovt: Needall Maldonado

145011004
88.MARCH 83G CHEVROLET V8 54
Lanisr-Wolters:Hinzo onscit |
524 1751 gge o
14 PONTIAG FIREBIRD L
Raub-Shafer Masas "‘i' (“:‘ ”""« Fifiging
2 Mimor.Pags poc
1635
2. PORSCH ;
ZPORSCHE 935 26-CHEVROEy
e Nehi Sitcoy
4 1547340

ERRARI 51268 o
Py
cMuad oty Emf’"”ﬁ& FiEoino

1'56" 06 4 MO o
07.PORSCHE 934 7-MAZDA §
Heimrath Sr-Heimiath Jr fiaeDa rxy
1'56'379 v‘ssﬁhj’z?m;d Krine
55-BMW M1
Montoya-Harman-Garcia g:;vca:f'""m ET
1'57:1202 148775y | 0o Mun

7

43.CHEVROLET CAMARD
B, Gregg-Young-Richardsan
167778
B5:PORSCHE 924 GTR
vd-Drolsom-J. Palmer
1'5811274
61-CHEVAOLET MONZA
Caurteney-O'Naill-Sareix
1

36-PORSCHE
Miller-Busby-Gr,
168742

T7.MAZDA Gt

aurte Honegaer Bohry

1158708 Vistegs D P

bt £

i St i

007828 Muslier-Visger- McOonougy
2101367 i

EBgUﬂsCHE 924 GTR 05.PORSCHE 934

D, Giea8 Henn Ruce Almeida-Soto-Morsion
2102"315 B

FORMER WINNERS

1962: Dan Gurney/Lotus 19
: (3 hol
:Ilgga Pedro Rodriguez/Ferrari 3 i::::s]
- Bsg-: Pedro Budriguez-Phil Hill/Ferrari (2000 kms)
1968: E:: mrllas-t:ay: Ruby/Ford (2000 kms)
a les-Lloyd Ruby/F,
1967: Lt?renzo Bandini-Chri: A?'r':: el

ns/Lola-Chevrolet
Leo Kinnunen/Porsche ;’1 7 ‘2.': a"itlhnursl
1972: Mario Andretti- ver/Parsche 917 (24 g

1973: Poter Greg etti-Jacky Ickx/Ferrari 312 p (g hours) o

-H
1974: not held g:Hurley Haywoad/Porsche Carrera (24 hours)

: ggo Rolf Stommelen-Volkert Meri

198;: 33: G;rretson-aubhy Rahal-Bri;

: n Paul Jnr-John Payl Snr-Rolf s‘DmmaIg:jp {24 hours)
Orsche g

35 (24 hoyyg)
LEADERS
1st to 4th lap: Andial Po
5th lap: Porsche 935 K:!Iric:;:-gas‘::vu“nk-h"m'LG"R'FW‘ H
i -Henn

6th to 7th lap: Jaguar ttington-0'g,
8th to 26th lap: PurscriJ;aszullins-Adam-Badard a0

5/Leven-|
27th to 28th lap: Jaguas x.Jnsnumu‘:f’A*“;;‘zuéH;mm
-Bedard

29th to 46th lap: Porsche 93
; 5/Leven-
:::: :3 sg;::r:alg :J:guar XJRSITuI;:s?;::r;"olbm
139th to 167th lap: Mareh.rey P2l """“"g:icra:
168th to 171st lap: gurolet 83GLanjey. o'll'.'g""ﬁlianu
al q

Ferrari
172nd to 378th lap: Maré;n-agfisriiffird-h] Hinze

. fi 8
R e
. -Chevy, e
e B S e e
ap: March-Ch, :
440th to 618th lap: Andial pmli'?a'séﬁfuﬁ;"lor-wmm““‘““"
= 8

B-Stmiacs: S &
i 3 Ndt-S. Schmidi
98-TOYOTA CELICA
;'Id'xi'v—%a‘ﬂmnt-ijnser Jr

;5 c:evﬁul(r CORVETTE
oand- Andorson Steph;
202713 =

29-CHEVROLET CAMARO

Overby Ball-Doyle
'02"854

E-PORSCHE 935

Paul Sc-Currin

2'03"083

86.MAZDA X7
unham-K|ing C:

20880y ol

27-PORSCHE 934
asiay-Lowis. A

BrasitLanisAuhiord

63-MAZDA AXT
Downing Matfucci Foler
213563

19-PORSCHE 834

Van Every-Tistelie
2037708

64-PORSCHE 934
Hulen-Coupland-Speakiman
2'04"146

B2 MAZDA Rix7

Varde Bakdwin. C;
Yds Bakdwin:Casey

01-FORD MUSTANG
Mortton Kisusiar
204450

74:CHEVRON BUICK
Del Taylor-Angus-Dassinoer
2047343

49:CHEVROLET MONZA
Overbagh-Kirl Price
2'04"482

9.PORSCHE 934

2047892
09-CHEVROLET CAMARD.
Cicoone-Shinn-Cogbill
21057478
35.PORSCHE 834
Gilgan Leon Pickoring
89.70" 2'05°642

YOTA CELICA 50-PORSCHE 934
Hashina:Sakiya: Hackman Foblaa-Fonsaca-Valverde
i 2°05"'887
37-MAZDA RXT
Burdsall- Welter-Bacon

B1-CHEVY
B1.CHEVROLET cAMARG
2047613

51.MAZDA RXT
Carmean-Herman.Finger
“105

205"

02.FORD MUSTANG
Mintor.g

Yo Buckrum

J5-PORSCHE 034
gk anaceione-Connor
71-DATSUN zx

¢ 79.PORSCHE 824 GTR
Morgun Johnson Milar Winters: Bargatrom B
e 2'06'°382
31.CHEVAOLET CAMARO
Kuhal-Neland-K reider

'06'/801

67-PONTIAC FIREBIRD ..
Forbas flobinsan-Witzendsi i
2077105

82.T0Y0TA CELICA
gm;g. Jr-Ganz-Ribby

S3-CHEVROLET Cam,
ARG
o .
1‘35-'-?;'{ Smith.Cagbill

PORSCHE 934
S BarientonGaidanes

208"
DO/PORSCHE 811
Shauler-Zitea Rufennid
21070708

g‘: MAZOA Fixy c
n.:;-ya;gu.m.y Shoshy

08
Do e 52 MAZDA AX?

Cline-Romand: Powell

Ikl
424
2.:?#?,,‘"”" 30 PORSCHE 811
212498 Casa Bynaison

e
78208501t PRI
Hi b I HE 911
ey Sk Sih Flandors B s Gauthiet
TECHEVROLET s ASCHE
Bakpr. CORVETTE 25 MARCH 826 PO!
Figepann Conart Wiler.da Narvn!

o
Moazoa nxy
oty l-Johnaon. Smigh
o
[ ot

irosloined Wollok:Baior Lana-Honn at the 1767 19

Lena-
12) o1 Nimrod Auton Martin N°11. he
--:.nfwm:'c""’“ldu: Rubino-Romera-Bundy #0107
31 Thiy oy g, CheVrolat TE0O N°O. 10200
a8 withdrawn, the |m.mnn-m:',,,d|.dl

RESULTS

Andial Porsche 935/Wollsk-Ballot-Lans-Foyt-P. Henn. 618 laps,
2373,929 miles in 24 hrs 01°277°025, 98.815 mph.

2. Mareh B3G Chevrolat VB Lanier-Wolars-Hinze B12 laps
3. Mazda RX7 Halsmer-Read-Knoop

4, Parsche B35 Spaar-Madran-Ratclitf

5., Poracha 034 Fablas-Fonsaca-Valverda

8. Lola TEOO Chevrolat VB Cooke-Adams-Laung-Bright

7. Porsche 934 Almaida-Soto-Morsjon

8, Mazdn GTP Honagger-Bohren-0. Paimer

8. Porsche 934 Bakar-Mullan-Garratson

10, Porsche 534 Gilgan-Laon-Pickaring

11, Porsche 935K3
12, Mazda RX7

13, Porscha 924 GTR
14, Parsche 911

16. Chevrolat Monza
18, Porsche 935

Muallar-Visgar McDonough
D. Gragg-B. Henn-Ruds
Shaatar-Zitza-Aatenning
Courtney-0'Naill-Sarsix
Leven-Haywood-Holbert
Dintrich-lvay-Cook 514 laps
Lioyd-Drolsom-Paimar 500 laps
Mandavills-Johnson-Smith 476 laps

laps
515 lapa/ratirad, lost whaol

20. Chevrolet Camaro. Hagan-Labante-Frin 487 laps
21. Mazda RX7 Downing-Maffucei-Potter 486 (aps |
22. Chevrolet Camaro Overby-Ball-Doyle 438 laps

23. Mazda RX7 Burdsall-Welter-Bacon 436 laps

24 Chevrolet Camaro Nehl-Silcox-Valentine 426 laps/ratirad, sccident

25. Porsche 935K3 Paul Jr-Rodriguez-Castellana 412 laps/r broken turba
26. Fontiac Firebird Brummer-Pate-Eitel 411 laps/n d, angine

27. Avanti Chevrolet Martin-R 410 laps

28. BMW M1 -Gylser-Hubbard 406 laps

29. Toyota Celica lenbach Jr-Ganz-Ribbs 365 laps

30. Chevrolst Corvetta Boand-Andsrson-Stephens 350 laps.

31. Chevroler Camaro Gassaway-Smith-Cogbill 357 laps(ratirad, transmissian
32. Porsche 911 Cripe-Duncan-Gauthier 312 laps

33, Datsun 2X Morgan-Jdohnson-Miller 305 [aps/r

34. Mazds RX7 Fowalls-Mummery-Sheehy 300 laps/rt

35. Porsche 911 Bitterhauf-Smith-Flanders. 299 laps/r

36. Ferrari 51288 Baird-Mead-Pumpelly 294 laps/ret

37. Chevrolet Camara Garcia-Dilella 285 laps/roti

38 Ford Mustang Morton-Klausler 284 laps/retired, angine

39. Chevrolet Corvette Baker-Marlin 284 laps/retired. accident

40, Chevrolet Corvette R. Schmidt-S, Schmidt-S. Schmidt 263 lapa/retirad. accident
41. Chevrolet Monza Overbagh-Kirill-Price 243 ke

242 laps/ratired, engine
223 laps/retited, accidant
208 laps/retirad, sngine
193 iaps/ratired. engine
172 lngs/ratired, slectrics
165 laps/ratired, sngine
161 Iaps/ratired, engine

Dunham:Kline-Compton
Feltan-Williams-Frink

St James-Olson-Graham
Winters-Bergstrom-Dawe
Montoya-Herman-Garcia
Raub-Shafer-Mases
Goral-Northam-Figaro

42. Mazda RX7

43. Chevrolet Camaro
44. Aston Martin Nimrod
45, Porsche 924 GTR
46, BMW M1

47. Pontiac Firebird

48, Porsche 911

Neg. " thelr etforts on the Chevrolet V6 turbo
wr
unl'":.'.v‘

2000 carmp 2 18 best times sa during the (7t ¢
hmhﬂ-m....ﬂ_mm'ﬂ..u—r""

49, Chevran Buick
50. Jaguar XJR-5

51 Toyota Celica

52. Parsche 934

53. Chevrolet Camara
54, Aston Martin Nimrod
55. Pantiac Firebird
56. Parsche 911

57, Toyota Celica

58, Porsche 934

59. Porsche 934

§0: Chevrolet Camaro
61. Porsche 924 GTR
62. Mazda RX7

63 Chevrolet Camaro
64, Pantiac Firebird
65, Mazda RXT

66, Chevrolet Camaro
67. Porsche 934

68. Porsche 911

69 Mozda RX7

70. Mazda RX T

71. Porsche 934

73; Parsche 936 K3
74, Parsche 935

76. Ford Mustang

76. Porsche 936

77. March B2G Porsche

79. Porsche 534

72, Lola TE0O Chevralet V8

78, Chevrolet at Camaro

Del Taylor-Angus-Dassinger

“Tullius-Adam-Bedard

Aase-Chandler-Unser Jr
Jamsal-Barrientos-Galdamez
Kuhel-Neland-Kraider

od, o
122 lapsiretired, accident
122 lops/retired. engine
121 engine

Waltrip-Foy
< has Aoblnson-Witzenb

121 irad. engine

g
Bean-Wonzer
Hashino-Sekiya-Hackman
Hulen-Coupland-Speakman
Lutz-Panacciong-Connor
Whiteker-Keck-McDill
Millar-Busby-Grabla
Dishl-Newsame

B. Gragg-Young-Richardson
Canary-Libert-Witmaur-Carmillet
Ciine-Romano-Powall
Donaldson-Pope-Murray
Hoimrath St-Heimrath Jr
Case-Rynersan
Carmean-Harman-Finger
Varde-Baldwin-Casey
Beasley-Lewis-Ashiord
Field-Ongais-B. Whittington
Akin-D. Whittington-0'Stesn
Pallavicini-Frank
Minter-Bucknum

Paul St-Currin
Cowart-Miller-da Norvos:
Cicoone-Shinn-Cogbill

Van Every-Tisdelle

118 laps/ratired, transmission
118 laps/retired, transmission
118 laps/retired, sloctrics
113 lay

082 lapsiretired, transmission
079 Ispsiratirad. transmission
071 Iaps/rotirad, oil leak
087 laps/retirad, engine

016 laps/ratired. reason unknown
014 laps/retired, various reasons
006 laps/retirad, engine

000 lapsiretired, accident

M
GT =

FASTEST LAP

Wollek/Andial Porsche 935, 1°497'220 on 450th lap, 126.613 mph
CATEGORY GT (Prototype) WINNERS
Wollek-Ballot-Lena-Foyt-Henn/Andial Porsche 935

CATEGORY GTO (GT over 2000cc) WINNERS
Halsmer-Reed-Knoop/Mazda RX7

CATEGORY GTU (GT under 2500cc) WINNERS
Musiler-Visger-McDonough/Mazda RX7




EXTRA,EXTRA

BOB'S
FAUX PAS

0 one has ever set this car

up,”” commented Bob

» \ Wollek in his usual placid

if stern voice. He had just taken part in

Thursday’s first practice session, one
that was to be decisive in determining the
first five rows of the grid. Turning to
teammate Claude Ballot-Lena, Bob
reported that “jt's still understeering in
tight corners, " before finishing on a con-
'f:;:tf Pote that “it's a winning car for this

IEOE had Just proved that fact conclusive-
Iz Y _setting pole position time of 1m

-155s, an average of 135 mph. He
was more than four seconds quicker than
?he next quickest driver, John Paul Junior
inthe Lola. It was an amazing time, nearly
a second faster than Rolf Stomn:talen's
pole position time in 1982, Butit was set
at some expense. The boost button had
beeq given a tweak in the right direction
but. It proved too much for the enginé
which gave up the ghost shortly after.

Butit needed more than bent and braken
metal to wipe the smile off the face of
team owner Preston Henn. Beneath his
enormous stetson, which would be mor

athome at a rodeo than a motor race, she
wealthy amateur from Pompano Béac?el

was utterly deli . -
vement, Y delighted at Bob's achie-

But to a European profession
$ob. Henn's team had weak pzli:t:c?:s
car seemed efficient enough, but i.t d':
seem somewhat 'bitza.’ The chagsis w;
é u.bular_ effort put together by Andial Is
alifornia under the supervision rf1
Garn?an-born Alvin Springer. Into tho'
quasi-Moby Dick was fitted a 3.2 litrl
Efv;lg ‘lt)(il_:'gor?nqine giving around %30 !

aving bee e
Brumos (the late sF;’eter Gnreg;’f a;Ed by
Jacksonville.) arRaeln

Meanwhile, the two Frenchm
] en ha .
myiated their own very strict tactigsf? }
is race. They would keep up a re tor
pace and anyane who wanted tgu .
quicker could do so. There were 2L
likely to be cars and drivers who S
want to go quicker in the apening :: i
wuth_r}r-\ore emphasis on the TV ¢g e
covering th‘s start than those éozar{as
the finish: “Americans don’t have rgg
same views of motor raeing as we dp .
commented Bob. “Our aim /s the fiya
result, th ey seem to concentrate on | :
m f:‘@’-"s-#';?"" ins-
. J he was right. He lead for the f
laps, but was soon to be 'a%za’rt:kﬁsr::c E;Lg

24

ason to try and over-
take: his car is sponsared by Coca Cola
whereas the race was sponsared by Pepl_;
si Cola. But Akin was followed throug

by the Jaguar, Hurley Haywood’s
Bayside Porsche 935 and then the Jaguar
did it again at the end of the first hour.

Bob hadn't expected his cargfu_lly plann-
ed programme to be placed in jeopardy.

After 45 minutes, the Andial Porsche pit-
ted for the left turbo to be replaced, and
the car dropped to 58th place. Scarcely
half an hour later, the right turbo began
to show signs of weakening and once
again the car came into the pits, this time
stopping for nine minutes which dropped
it even further down the order. Things
weren’t going to plan and the two Fren-
chmen were no longer confident of a
good result. “The turbo blades are mangl-
ed as though they‘ve been battered by
sand, but we can’t find anything in the
turbos that shouldn't be there, " confid-
l;'g B;"'-";LGa, nursing broken parts in his
nds. Perhaps i i
gl g ps it was just a faulty batch

Preston Henn did his stint, as muc
:gp some of the glory should the t:ain:
r:n, but then Bob and Claude began their
charge through the field: 47th in the se-
;:l::rg l;%ur, they were up to 22nd by the
i 2 ;h on the fourth, fifth at the fifth
i lJn foum at the sixth hour, They
e : nt; :Tﬂ ::rﬂ?aet seventh hour, up
March-ChevroIet e
m WDI(GISIM:I‘?\? afi“liaenim_ S
ad of

'ém. The March was 1
g efuellin
Inutes to the Porsche’s foevirx}’tsi?

wasn'tlong b
in the Iead? efore the German car was

The tw i

i ; r{e;‘:;l;mt?‘irl :ud l:heir utmost tg

b ughout the pigh
ym\:gtnlcdu::ma'h the banking wailg ::t

tasepossibls and ke:rau sttt onort
many am, N

il ateur drivers lurking izytl?t:

Akin had good re

“We rea)
4 ¥ got ;
plained BE"Ot—Lg:?i:’V”Jﬂ?O gear, " gy.

Problem B MOorning
holding bage, (12 the turpy oo The

k, 3.

18VS Werap 't b‘:g had a lot of ,ags really
nd we Wm‘ha:,f ing Up on e 1,20 1hE
the big Amg, "ﬂ'd:fﬁc,my anking
the 936 1 /iean cars, o ¥ OVertaking
using lefy fth Nanyone. O: Knowsg

before the b, t b king in 'fh & by
revs, | yasn"KiING 50 ag 1, ke final Jgfy
OF thingl ™t Prepareq 1 yee e the
sort

W'iththed

; awn ¢

3‘.46 am the W a"tlathar in
nour later, th ‘Werg
Cl ang‘s, but ; I cam

N3 N0r gyg p, - ol
= Nor even prg i nor Baj|gy.

thanks to liberal regulations which allow
a driver to take over a different car to that
in which he started, even if he hasn't
practised the second car.

No doubt Preston Henn reckoned it
would be good publicity for his Swap
Shops. He negotiated the deal the
previous evening when the Nimrod that
A.J. had been driving was retired. The
deal reputedly cost Henn only $5000, but
it upset his two French drivers. Ballot-
Lena wasn't pleased, but was at least
philosophical: “I'm going to enjoy show-
ing friends the photographs of me telling
A.J. Foyt how the car is going.” Bob,
however, reacted rather more sharply.

“He knows nothing,”” he commented
acidly, and most of the American media
seized on his words.

Unfortunately, Bob's words were
misunderstood. What he meant was that
Foyt didn’t know the car, nor its contrals,
nor about driving a turbo car in the rain,
particularly as CART cars aren't raced in
the rain. He wouldn’t know how to
change an injection belt if it broke out on
the circuit: such things could com-
promise possible eventual victory. But it
was a risk to make such a comment
about the great A.J. Indy winner in 1 961,
1964, 1967, Daytona 500 miles winner
in 1972; you just don't say such things
about A.J. even if he hasn‘t driven an En-
durance race since winning Le Mans in
1967. It was like telling Western fans
that John Wayne was a bad actor.

Bob had to pay dearly for his comment
after the race. He was submerged by
American journalists to whom he con-
firmed his basic worries—that Foyt's
joining the team was a mistake which
could have cost them victory—but
clarified his comment. “/ have no worries
as to Foyt's driving: he's one of the best
drivers in the World; and | know that he
wouldn't be unduly worried in the rain
because his dirt-track experience means
that he’s used to a sliding car. But in the
egarly hours of the morning, our car was
on five cylinders. The engine was misfir-
ing, cutting outon occasions, and | was
worried how he would cope in these
testing conditions.”

The Texan hero, inseperable from his
chewing gum, shared victory with the
Erenchmen, accepting accolades with
humility and simplicity, and accepting
that his role in victory was negligible.
Most of his stints were in the rain, much
of the time under yellow flags with often

the pace car as his main rivall O
Didier Braillon
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The Daytona

" 24 hours began

well for Preston

‘ Henn. The ststfso;—
rol

e wpan Bsach

invested in the costly

Andial Porsche 93.?, and

Bob Wollek dominated

practice in the new car

by taking an
unapproachable pofe
Pasition. But in the early
stages of the race, two
broken turbos knocked
the car back, well out of
contention. But once the
turbos were changed,
Bob and teammate
Ballot-Lena began to
make up the deficit, in
spite of a faulty fuef tank
which meant Mmore
frequent fuel stops than
normal. On the 379¢p, lap
as dawn was breaking,
the Frenchmen reached
the pinacle: they moveq
into a lead that they
weren’t to loge,

But at breakfass time,
down came the rain,
dampening Spirits ang
the track. The race was
Stopped for an houy, bur
further dampening the
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for the Greay
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The Nimrod team took a [
bold step in leaving
Europe and crossing the
Atlantic to enter two
cars in the Daytona 24
hours. Thanks to various
sponsors, and Pepsi in
particular, the British
team found themselves
with some pretty high
calibre drivers. Tiff
Needell remained in the
team for this race, joined
by the legendary A.J.
Foyt and NASCAR star
Darrell Waltrip, left to

fight in oy, Picturg, They
drove the Peps;

ger ag the br,
. and
€W Nimproe e
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“If you're prepared to do without your
air-conditioned press office, remain filthy for two out of
. 3 ' three days, do what Louis XIV used to do and drown yourself in
A . deodorant so as not to smell too badly; if you're prepared

) . to sleep in the freezing cold under sm, and mqke

; / 4 e
* Vit b | oil change in
~ the same pot,

: then get yourself ready to come on

OBSESSIO next year’s Paris-Dakar rally.” The eyes

; : : were full of life, the voice charged with

: e ¢ . 3 enthusiasm but Jacky Ickx’s infectious

R A 3 excitement was not directed towards the 1983 Porsche 956 which

PRIV e _ & he was testing. He was telling us about his “nxhauaﬁnnw
s T Wi U % P »
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s World Endurance ;ham-

pion, Jacky lckx is an

essential element in the

works Porsche team. lckx

and long distance racing
are synonymous, even if the man himsel
would chuck it all in if Renault, Brabham
or Ferrari offered him a drive. But the one
thing that he really loves is the Paris-
Dakar trans-Sahara rally. Success in
motor racing takes a back seat when it
comes to this unique event.

"l first found out about it in January
1980. Claude Brasseur, the French actor,
and [ were skiing when we saw pictures
of the Paris-Dakar on TV. It seemed to stir
something in us. Without realising just
What | was getting myself into, | said to
Claude that we'd do it together the
following year. It was a sort of bet, a
dare, rather like a child rushing into the
unknown. "

But so it was that the Jacky lckx-Claude
Brasseur pairing lined up for the start of
the 1981 event in a Citroen CX. “If /'d
known then what tknow now, we could
havg won in that car.” But the two men
realised that the television hadn't lied to
them; they had made the right decision.

“Until then, | had only ex erienc

professional side of n!:arof racfngedwtg:
the physical effects and menraf side-
effecr; that that can entail in terms of ex-
hau_srton and depression, Suddenly, the
Paris-Dakar was the breath of fres;'n air
that | was waiting for, that | needed. "

150 the qux_—Brasseur team returned in
ng?yzait;"?tnme in a Mercedes 280 GE
n't win, but were penali f
way through the event So wif ot '?3”
tolose, they pulled out ; g
1 5 t all the stg
ing the second half of th P
e event,
},vere'ﬂat oureverywherel “Thas's ;::y
n;:z'fes;d ;ysro how incredip), Y strong rhg
ercedes is. Once jt's pry
It’s virtually indesrrucﬁt,i-;"z?ﬂypmpamd’

They went back agai
ey gain last Japuar
this time they w?_n. Jacky virtuaﬂ:’lt:;g
r L to finish, winnin i
3l§concemng ease. “It’s fmposgib;zlth
rive at 100 per cepy. | reckon that ;Dt

Was jy g
manent state of stress, | Lole] uidnfr‘;e‘: 5 i
ver

or stop us from ﬁnishing. la

edtojelly, and I couldn 't wa;r’TﬁDf,-f, ,;t;;,rq;

I'E"as;:?l‘)ni to Jacky, one realises that

o aKar is by no meang hlea i

1 € seems little element of *holig; o
. 80 why does Jacky keep doingai‘t’?m

2 fe
The reason is that 0ne discoyers thin,
s 'gs

elf onan event like this. &sgf
i t. but it's a per
be drfferenfmpmamas e

sonal experence i L arkable how the
ect ots excited about an
man in _rhe s(re:; g O o hereacts bt
it ns

githerinanegativeor pas:tr:fehlfllf;};:?he
of thousands of people wa 55 e ey
French sectfanhfro;?rgg;m;; : : m— i

t in the 3

j;ﬁgag:nt conditions, simply to WH;Z
us drive past. Sueh. ﬁsﬂf:; ngfzf? 0
jsn't just chance; I t €
;’igsrt;[;ﬁan that people feel in r_heu-
cloistered lives and the need for either
moral or physical escape created by our
modern world. And there ae those who
get the chance 1o doit rhemse.’veg, su.:'.f'.'
a5 us, and those who follow us in their

dreams.”

Jacky's enthusiasm is convincing, as is
his desire to getus to participate as well.
“Yes, this event has become an obses-
sion and | think about it all year. In fact
| was even thinking about next year’s
event prior to the start of this year's! |
think a lot of International class drivers
will take part in the future, even though
it's difficult to do because there are few
works teams, and in most cases, you
have ta do all the organisation yourself.”"

about 0n&s

Many people thought that Jacky was a
works Mercedes driver on the event this
Year, but that wasn't the case. “In my
15 years at the peak of motor racing /'ve
g_evsr had toget involved in the organisa-
o e i e st
s ort myself. | was jn-
z’c;gf;dﬁ;n the mounting of the wha?e
ik on, and followeq the car’s
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e ey ;
OWn ideas as tg pg oo e thei

9004 those jdeas are

event, 9nce out on the

10 conyj)
9Ive s S0me 50 10 Mercedes ¢,

! U
that's not ghe o PO IO the evgnt and
doing, ['ye never ’

SOrt of thip,
. Telf thi 1:
slonary sensation bsf this kind of mjs.

Tried to gyp/ar 1018, ang |
: Plain the fagpr 2091 Ve ey
racing beforg. 1€ feelings thy get fmf;
Jacky's 5
in AUSUB 'gma“Vcamef,
Merceges. 4l aparay oraz
reliable, T, ance, By asp’ared. b
strengthg, ck axlg "'t entire)y
attribygaq 2. Velds camg o CuPle, and
Workmansgh aFrobl :rt. ey
SUggester Dandthe;fact 0 fau(t
Pressures un Michelin
havin, ﬁ" rder to S tyre
Ut the hioyod Sight the o PUNCtures
shock, mlgbher B SSUr:” Svious yeq
Vehicle, Ho o ransmi m
o ne or
his il couq 1 they werg 013N the
5 imige,  © SMocks th
The g, v 2
like no driyj
€ noth; Negg,
Se. Js. &
;Z;;'i e e ;,d Pure gy Aica is
€.can o . anal-
fave to logy 20Ut tg oy 8 aMinglicy,
o on eing spec S90S, F Tt Yoy
Wink frop, s PeCtagy)y, 2 hermore
ing rere;: tends'
on, one

Left to right, |
1981 winner =
René Metge in
a Range Rover
with actor
Claude
Brasseur and

Jacky Ickx
during one of Y
h‘_-

-

the rare periods N
of rest,

(Photo: DPPI)
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“Once you've
Prepared a
Mercedes
280GE, it's
virtually
fndestmcribls, i

Says Jack;
icks. Bug Jacll,y’
was lucky to
win, for his
Mercedes
Suffered front
axle failure.
(Photo : First
Line)

really has to drive very sed_ate.'y. One has
to try not to slide the car in case you rip
open a tyre on a rock.”

So the event is long and tiring, but the
driver has to behave himself and not, ap-
parently, enjoy himself. So where’s the
fun?
“It's discovering the real character of
people when they are faced with in-
hospitable countryside where it is im-
possible to discover what’s going to hap-
pen next. In such lenely surroundings,
everyone communicates with everyone
else. Even the bike people and car peo-
ple talk to one another. It's an event
that’s full of good nature in the noblest
sense. It's varied and in most cases
unrecognised, but it manifests itselfin a
very high standard of sporting attitudes.
There are perhaps 10 per cent negative
cases, but generally speaking, it’s the
same sort of atmosphere as that of the
Liége-Rome-Liége in the fifties, with an
added dimension.
“And then you find yourself face to face
with yourself in an extraordinary way.
The nights in particular, are fantastic.
You see an incredible number of stars,
shooting stars and even satellites. It's a
sort of an amazing dream with the add-
ed dimension of the challenge of an ex-
citing adventure for everyone. The
organisers are also enjoying this ex-
perience, so this is no clinical, slickly-run,
oiled organisation. Delays,inaccuracies
and lack of comfort form part of our
lives. ™

Jacky will be back againin 1984 but with
which car? He still isn’t certain. “A
Mercedes 280GE with 200 bhp and with
a dry weight of 2000 kilos (or 2450 kilos
with drivers and fuel) could still win next
year but it’s going to be threatened more
and more by real prototypes from the Ba-
Jja 1000 in California. The Ladas, with
2000 bhp to 1000 kilos with a five speed
Peugeot box and Chrysler engine have
already shown which way things are
going.”’
To Jacky, there is nothing better. It's a
kind of dream, with surrealistic touches.
He tried to persuade me again, just in
case he hadn’t been successful the first
time. “'You know Didier, there’s nothing
like it, lying in the desert, your back on
the sand, stars in your eyes, listening to
classical music on your Walkman. It’s the
most amazing feeling in the world."”

O
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ong Beach, Las Vegas,

Detroit... and now Miami, the

fourth American city to play

host to a motor race through its

streets, following the tradition
of Monaco and Pau. The idea was that
of real estate broker Ralph Sanchez and
seafood magnate Pﬁil Corey, and their
proposition was accepted by the city
fathers. The Miami Grand Prix would be
run on a 1.85 mile circuit laid out on the
seafront. This would remind the well-
travelled fans of Monaco thanks to the
section bordering Miamarina, it might
also remind them of Detroit due to the
chicanes laid out on Biscayne Boulevard,
and the northern section was reminiscent
of Las Vegas as it was created out of a
sandy parking lot. So the circuit was an
interesting mixture of known and
recognised locations, but with the add-
ed charm—according to some—that it
was a real road circuit. There were
bumps, lots of different surfaces, camber
changes, two railway crossings and bad-
ly located speed bumps which did little

more than allow the track to be covered
with sand and stones which severely
limited the cornering line and the
possibility of overtaking.

The task of trying to control the 550 to
750 bhp of GTP and GTX cars in this se-
cond round of the Camel GT champion-
ship and to coax them to the finish was
not going be a pleasant one. The
organisers realised that it was going to
be physically tiring, and consequently,
they decided to limit their 500 kilometer
Grand Prix to a race with a maximum of
three and a half hours, although the ac-
tual average speed around the circuit was
an unknown factor.

Competitors were greatly attracted by
the superb $225,000 prize fund, and
consequently the GTP (Group C) and
GTX (Group 5) categories were superbly
supported. Because of the length of the
circuit, these two classes were to race
on their own in the Grand Prix, being
seperated from the GTU (GT under
2500cc) and GTO (GT over 2500cc)

classes for which 34 lap races were held
on Saturday afternoon and Sunday mor-
ning respectively. Thirty-three cars turn-
ed up to race in GTP/GTX, 25 of them po-
tiential winners and mostly driven by In-
ternational class drivers.

After his win in the Daytona 24 hours,
Preston Henn was back again with his
Porsche 935, once again driven by Bob
Wollek who was happy to be back in
Florida. His co-driver on this occasion
was yet another potential American hero,
current SuperVee champion Mike An-
dretti who was being advised by a very
bronzed father. A second Porsche was
entered under the Swap Shops banner,
this one a K3 to be driven by the
moustachioed patron and his blonde
daughter Bonnie. There were, of course,
more Porsches in GTX, including Bob
Akin’s Coca Cola-sponsored K3 which he
was to share with Dale Whittington,
Gianpiero Moretti's Moby Dick version
co-driven by South African rally star Sarel
van der Merwe as at Kyalami last year,
and two K3s rented out by John Paul
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The garages were superbly equipped, but on the eve of practice Dan Gurney pre-
ferred to work on his Toyota in the open air. John Paul Jar gained a marvellous
pole position in a race where Gene Felton divided the driving of the Camaro Stra-
tagraph with a charming teamate. The Gunn JG1 did a few laps, Bobby Rahal,
KI_aus Ludwig and Geoff Brabham had high hopes of Eric Zakowski's car, h'ke,-
wise Derek Bell and John Fitzpatrick. (Photos: B. Asset]. ’

Fabulous John
Paul Jnrt

It was with style
that he sealed
an
indestructable
pole quick
enough,one
supects,to have
done it on
European
Goodyear
qualifying tyres,
not generally
available in the
USA.

(Photos:

B. Asset)

Anonymous and
paying drivers
for the Nimrod:
the yellow one
driven by

Drake Olsen
follows the little
rotary

Mazda GTP

and a confident
Vic Gonzales.
(Photos:

B. Asset)

With 560 horse
Power the
Mustang
Zakspeed was
delicately driven
in the rain.
Bobby Rahal-
Klaus Ludwig
nevertheless
finished third.
(Photo:

B. Asset)

Senior. Finally, John Fitzpatrick brought
over his two Porsches from San Diego;
one was the specially bodied version with
a short tail seen at Brands Hatch last year
which the boss would share with David
Hobbs, while the other was the Moby
Dick model with the phenomenal pairing
of works Porsche drivers Derek Bell and
Jochen Mass.

But it was to the GTP cars that everyone
was looking for a winner. Daytona's
Aston Martin versus Jaguar battle con-
tinued but on a lesser scale: the Group
44 V12 had been repaired after its se-
cond encounter with the Daytana walls
in as many races, while the Nimrod Aston
Martins had lost their famous drivers
from Daytona and were now in the hands
of lesser known pay drivers. Another bat-
tle was that between English specialist
manufacturers, Lola and March. In the
Eric Broadley corner were two Interscope
Lola T600s from which Danny Ongais
and Bill Whittington could chose sither a
V8 or turbocharged V& Chevrolet

engined version. Cooke Racing’s version
was to be driven by the team patron with
spectacular German driver Harald Grohs,
while Rayfin had their red ‘Miss
Budweiser’ —sponsored model for Chris
Cord and Jim Adams. Finally, John Lee
Paul Senior’s JLP Racing entered a pale
blue version for René Redriguez and John
Paul Junior, current IMSA champion.

In the Robin Herd corner there was a con-
siderably modified 83G for Al Holbert and
Jim Trueman, a similar Motorsport
Marketing entry for the promosing pair-
ing of Tiff Needell and Howdy Holmes,
the Marty Hinze-Randy Lanier 83G, and
the Porsche 935-engined 82G entered by
Red Lobster Racing which managed on-
ly 14 laps at Daytona. Lola’s answer to
Porsche-engined GTP cars was the
Bayside Disposal T600 entry from Bruce
Leven which appeared but was not rac-
ed at Daytona. Hurley Haywood and
Brian Redman were down to drive.

Amongst the other potential winners
were two former Group C cars fitted with
Cosworth engines. lan Dawson’s Grid S1
was Stateside to be driven by Emilio de
Villota and CART star Tom Sneva, while
the ill-fated Mirage M12 which made a
brief debut at Le Mans last year was in
the hands of ex-BMW M1 drivers Garcia
and Naon. Finally, Ford’s IMSA effort
centres around two turbocharged
Mustangs under Erich Zakowski's
capable management. They develop
560 bhp and weigh B60 kilos and had
been tested at the rather basic West Palm
Beach circuit. The team’s drivers were
only rivalled by Fitz's: Klaus Ludwig and
Bobby Rahal would share one car, and
Geoff Brabham and Tim Cocconis, a For-
mula Atlantic star, would share the other.

Only one day of practice was scheduled
which wouldn’t leave much time for the
drivers to set up the cars. There would
be an hour and a half on Saturday morn-
ing, and an hour that afternoon. Much to
our photographer’s chagrin, the previous
day’s sun was hidden behind heavy cloud
and the temperature had fallen to a
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“Old Corvettes
never die’’. This
one was a
veritable
monster, totally
unsuited to the
circuit.

(Photo:

B. Asset)

“No pictures”: Bruce Leven, Alvi) i
& , Alvin Springer a
Porsche. Dennis Aase qualified his Toyota on !
some and Gianpi M i 1
'Piero Moretti made his
Iota found a good team mate in Tom Sneva for:i:’grzg

Jurgen Barth examine the Lola-

poleinthe G TU, Bob Tulliys disap-

the USA. Emilio de Vil-

not drive. By some miracle Mi. Coswoth,
Paro iracle Miss USA escaped the raip, - but he coutd

The 0 was
prefered to

the 00: Danny
Ongais decided
to play safe in
the choosing
track a V8 Lola
T600.

(Photo:

B. Asset)

Lola ballet
in the rain: The
flaming T600
number 9 of
Chris Cord-Jim
Adams leads
That of

Ralph Cooke-
Harald Grohs.
(Photo:

B. Asset)

udwelser.

relatively low 25°, Danny Ongais set the
fastest time in the V6 turbo-engined Lola
before the engine gave trouble and he
had to change cars. Behind him came
Wollek, Fitzpatrick and John P. Junior.

Because of the engine problem, Ryan
Falconer advised the Interscope men to
concentrate their efforts on the
V8-engined Lola, and it was with this car
that Ongais continued his quest for pole
position and the considerable prizes in
volved: $10,000 and a Mazda RX7. That
afternoon, Fitz reckoned he had won pole
with a 1’25''688 after a clear lap. He was
strolling in the pits, confident that neither
John Junior, Wollek, Ongais nor Holbert
could beat his time. But 'John Junior had
been on top form throughout the day. He
was obviously trying very hard, the car
sliding around the hairpins under power
as though he was on the hand brake, and
leaping from bump to bump like an over-
size Kart. And on one freak lap, right at
the end, everything came right:
1"24''646 at an average of 71.331 mph.

Five hundred kilometers would not be
covered in three and a half hours. But the
Paul family weren’t entirely happy about
John Junior’s pole position, for he no
longer had a teammate!

Local driver René Rodriguez had hired the
drive with the reigning champion, but had
hurled his Corvette into the wall at one
of the faster corners when practising for
GTO and he didn’t feel like driving any
more. So an arrangement was made with
Brian Redman who was having a quiet
time with the temperamental Lola

Porsche. He would start in the Porsche

engined car, and then take over John

Junior’s V8 Chevrolet-engined version at
half distance. Only American regulations
would allow this, but a precedent had
already been set at Daytona—it could
never happen in Europe

At the end of the day, under the still grey
sky, Mazda RX7s, Datsun ZXs, and
Porsche 911s went out to battle for the
GTU honours. Included in this field were
the brace of Toyota Celicas prepared by
Dan Gurney’s All American Racers for
Dennis Aase and Atlantic star Whitney
Ganz. Aase started from pole position but
it was Ganz who finished second behind
the inevitable RX7 which dominates this
class. Back at the hotel, teams and spec-
tators learned the bad news: the weather
for Sunday was looking bad with high
winds and rain expected to blow up from
the Florida Keys, that thin chain of islands
that flows into the Carribean from South
Florida. Such storms were immortalised
in the Humphrey Bogart film Key Largo,
and true to form, the slim palm trees were
waving in the wind the next morning as
dark clouds scurried out to sea, soon
replaced by driving rain. In miserable con-
ditions, gum chewing Gene Felton, com-
plete with NASCAR-style open face
helmet and Richard Petty shades, eased
himself through the window of his
Camaro, carefully kept the brute on the
track in the slippery conditions, and was
in second place when Don Devendorf
retired his agile and dominant Datsun ZX

turbo out of the GTO qualifier.

By the time the GTOs were back in the
garage, the wind had picked up even
more and the rain seemed twice as wet,
but at least it was warm! The organisers
had hoped that over 70,000 spectators
would crowd behind the debris fencing
to watch this unique event. But the locals
to whom this race would be such a novel-
ty and such a distraction, preferred to
stay at home in the comfort of their own
homes and watch the TV transmission by
the Spanish language network SIN. It
was only the very hardy, keen or foolish
who braved the weather on race day to
sitin the open grandstands , but
there were certainly a fair number in the
stands and under the trees.

Meanwhile sthe organisers had the good
sense to prepare for the worst: that it
would continue to rain throughout the
day. They declared that the Grand Prix
would be valid after an hour and 45
minutes of racing. They also stated that
as it was likely that the pace car would
be used: in case of total stoppage using
the red flag, the order would be taken as
from the previous lap, and not from the
last racing lap. This was an important
detail, and one which would cost some
teams dearly

The track was soaking when the cars
went out for the rolling start, and spray
limited visibility considerably. As they
came up towards the start, John Junior
hung back, creating a real traffic jam
behind him, a ploy not unknown in roll-
ing starts of this kind, designed to allow
poleman to get his car a flying start. But
Fitz, alongside him, wasn’t going to play
the game, and when the flag was wav-
ed, he shot straight into the lead, leav-
ing John Paul Junior way back in the
field. But the race direction clearly didn’t
appreciate Fitz’s tactics, and at the first
refuelling stop, the J. David Porsche was
to be held for an extra 30 seconds as a
penalty.

So Fitz lead part of the first lap, but the
damp was playing havoc with his engine,
and out of the corners he suffered a very
severe case of turbo lag. It was Al Holbert
who powered past the Porsche in his big
March which he was handling with skill
in the difficult conditions. Danny Ongais
and Bob Wollek also overtook Fitz and
began to close on Holbert. The Hawaian
succeeded in overtaking the March, but
Wollek lost time when he had to slow due
to a backmarker spinning in front of him.
He soon began to make up the lost
ground, but then the rain came down
with even more force. Qut of the hairpin,
Ongais’s black Lola suddenly snapped
out of line as it powered through a stream
across the track, and in a second, the car
had slammed into the concrete retaining
wall. Ongais continued without stopping,
but the Lola was obviously badly damag-
ed and out of the race.

Holbert re-inherited the lead, but there
were few people interested. Cars were
spinning everywhere, even the hardiest
of spectatorsand photographershad
sheltered in the vain attempt of keeping
something dry. Both Nimrods spun,
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srunched the front end of his lap race. Wollek’s stop cost him a second

Porsche into a wall at walking pace, and place and enough money to buy a Golf
there were incidents all through the field. GTI, so instead the Paul bank account
snet reiiatices and the benefited once more. By fourin the after
-y = ] noon, everyone was back in their hotels

trying to dry out and the track was
deserted. No one was in the least surpris
ed to learn that this was Florida’s worst

mi‘:fﬂ:“;il';':r;m winter for 70 years. But at least the local
o Elofbart leatling workmen were happy. The next day, as
ior, Ludwig, Fitz they began tq remove the barriers and
B Nimrod take the circuit apart, the sun came out

2 and the temperature reached 81°
N wno

The Jaguar was
slightly
damaged in the
first laps. Like
the others Bob
Tullius waits for
a second start,

Didier Braillon

In Vain,
(Photos: bodywor
= bodywork
Lhc Carguﬂe profited by a sensational engine and Tiff Needell teamed with Howdy
a ZITchs in !Vlawr;pqr! Marketing's March 83G. Derek Bell and Jochen Mass sha-
;:s g :c" F:;tma!nck s “Moby Dick ", whereas the March 82G-Porsche was making
e nz:g::;:;g. s':a;s w::: ;verrwhm, Brian Redman and Dale Whittington
5 shadow y Paul Newman, talking with Robi
Regine, always with the Andretti family. (Photos: B. Afsel) e — cove TIZIEI;; 0"’{
e 1am

like a dark veil,
and the drivers
could not see to
do battle. Bob
Akin’s Porsche
935K3 was
made to slow
when Dale
Whittington
disappeared into
a small lake!

these were Wollek, Mass, Cooke and
Moretti who all then took up station at
the back of the field ready for the re-start
But after ten laps behind the pace car, the
race organisers decided to stop what was
little more than a parade which looked as
though it could go on for ever. There ap
peared to be no let-up in the rain. So the
cars filed into the pits to wait, and no
work could be done on the cars while
R they were there. They were waiting for
- - -a--T F'_ two things: either for the rain to stop, or
= . for the 105th minute of the race, in which
"/K ',; — eevean—"wl v case the order would be taken and the
[t i | race declared finished. But meanwhile,
5 the organisers tried to stem the floods
that threatened to make the track im
passable anyway. Firemen with pumps
and motorised street cleaners attempted
to clear the flooded areas, but the water
built up, trapped by the concrete retain-
ing walls, and it was soon obvious that
the race would end when the 1056 minute
time limit was up.

The Mirage
M12-Cosworth,
not allowed

to start at last
Year's Le Mans,
wasBought byan
organisation
called Conte Ra-
cing, and driven
by two South
Americans.
(Photos:

B. Asset)

So the order was given after 27 laps,
which saw Al Halbert take first place and
March win their first IMSA race. Their
reward was $50,000, not bad fora 17
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MIAMI GRAND PRIX

intemationsi MotorSport Assoceion's INSA) 1983 Canl G
pionship, 2
Official

Mdswn:muhﬁmumﬁTxrmm.lw
Legal length of Grand Prix: 3 hours 30 minutes mexmim,
Actual lsngth of Grand Prix: 1 hour 45 minutes. WIIZ::WM'
followed by 10 iaps behind pace car and than red flag st

iaather conditions: heavy rain strong winds
on Sunday causing shortened race
Attendance: 50,000 spectators

aﬁdlarix il

of Miami
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GTU CATEGORY (GT under 2500cc)

Pole position: Aase/Toyota Celica AAR, 1'33°441, 71.275 mph.
Fastast race lap: Mandeville/Mazda RX7, 1'34"'440. 70,800 mph
Winning speed and distances: 34 laps, 62.894 miles in 53'45''597,

68.919 mph.

RACE AND PRACTICE POSITIONS

1. Mandeville Mazda RX7 34 laps
2. Ganz Toyata Celica AAR 34 laps

3. Dunham Mazda RX7 34 laps

4. Aase Toyota Celica AAR 33 laps

5. Moargan Datsun ZX 33 laps

6. Downing Mazda RX7 33 laps

7. Leitzinger Datsun 2X 33 laps

8. Lopez Porsche 311 32 laps

9. Mummery Mazda RX7 32 laps

10. Mueller Mazda RX7 Ret/31 laps
11, Varde Mazda RX7 31 laps
12, Bitterauf Porsche 911 31 Inps
13. Romano Mazda RX2 31 Iaps
14. Dilella Porsche 911 31 laps
15. Swanson Porsche 311 31 laps
16. Leo Ford Capri 29 Iaps
17. Alderman Datzun Z2X 28 laps
18. Goral Porsche 911 Ret/28 laps
19, Wonser-Baan Porsche 311 28 laps
20. Lopez Porsche 911 28 laps
21. Case Parsche 911 2B laps
22. Flores Porsche 911 27 laps
23. Anitunoff Lancia Stratos Rati26 laps
24. Blackbumn Datsun 2X Reti13 laps
25. Finger Mazda RX7 Rat/7 laps
26. Cline Mazda RX7 Ret/7 lups
27. Bacon Mazda RX7 Rat/6 laps
28. Bryant-Priest BMW 2002 Ret/5 laps
29, Recalde-Bergna Renault 5 turbo Rat/4 laps.

4th in practice
th in practice
2nd in practice
1st in practice
Bth in practice
Sth in practice
11th in practice
12th in practics
17th in practice
3rd in practice
29th in practica
23rd in practice
15th in practice
21st in practice
22nd in practice
28th in practice
13th in practice
24th in practica
18th in practice
26th in practice
25th in practice
20th in practice
18th In practice
6th in practice
10th in practice
16th in practice
7th in practice
27th in practica
14th in practice

GTO CATEGORY (GT over 2500cc)
Pole position: Falton/Chavralet Camaro, 130508, 73.584 mph.
Fi lontoya/BMW. M1, 1'46770, 62.697 mph.
Winning spaed and distances: 34 laps. 62,894 miles in 1 hr
03152085, 50.665 mph.

RACE AND PRACTICE POSITIONS

1. Felten Chevrolet Camaro

2. Heimrath Sr. Porsche 934

3. Overby Chavrolet Camaro

4. Jamsal Porsche 9.

5. Fonseca-Febles Porsche 934

6. Soto Porsche 934

7. Luuz Porsche 934

B. Frink Chevrolet Corvetts

9, Lea Buick Skyhawk

10, Almeida Ford Mustang

11. Daring Chevrolet Camara

12, Vincentz Porsche 934

13. Varde Chayrolet Camara

14. Cumrin Chavrolet Corvetts

15. Carusso Chaevralet Con

16, Kreidar Chevrolet Corve!

17. Devandori Datsun ZX turbo

18, Smith Chevrolet Corvette

19, Drolsom Porscha 924 GTR

20. Anderson Chevrolet Corvatte

21. Winters Porsche 924 GTR

22. R. Londono-G, Londong Porsche 933

23, Hulse Parscha 934

24. Montays BMW M1

25. Baker Porsche 934

26. Kendall BMw M1

27. R. Garcia Chavrolet Camaro

28, Raub Pontiac Firebird

29, T, Garcia BMW M1

30. Gleason Pontlac Firebird Rat/2 laps
Re/1 lap

Chevrolat Corvetts

1t in practica
4th in practice

Gth in practice
25th in practice
17th in practice
12th In practica
27th In practice
14th in practica
22nd in practice
18th In practice
13th In practice

71h in practice
20th in practice
23rd in practica

2nd in practice
16th in practice
24th In practice
315t In practice
29th In practice
218t In practice
26th in practl
Bth In practi
Sth in practice
Bth in practice
28th in practice
11th in practice
10th in practice
3rd In practice
30th in practice

31. Levenson
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EXTRA,EXTRA

IRREPRESSIBLE
MARCH
exactly, but | think the rear

(e v

D brakes locked on. | was just
leftthereinthemiddleof the track for five
laps like a stranded whale while cars
loomed out of the spray towards me.
I’'m very upset about it because dur-
ing the first lap the car was going
well—I even overtook Bob Tullius in
the Jaguar.”

don 't know what happened

Tiff Needell was looking particularly
suave as he sat in a deck chair in the
B_ayfront Auditorium which was ser-
ving as the garage area for the Miami
Qrand Prix. His smart, dry clothes and
immaculately combed hair contrasted
sharply to the mixture of spectators
and mechanics around him, all of
whom looked as though they'd just
crawled out of the nearby harbour.

Tiff had had his *early bath’ when he
abandoned his March after a few
laps. It was the end of a weekend

which he had expected to spend at
home.

”I'dfdn 't think | was going to get a
drive here. | was at home on Wednes-
day when the phone rang and Ken
’lt/i’urfay asked if I'd like to come out
ere and drive. One of their dri
had dropped out, " S

Ken Murray was the man who provid-
ed everyone with a Surprise at
Daytona, for his March-Chevrolet
83G was driven by alittle known trip
yet they brought the car home se:
cond, proving that a Chevrolet engine
could last the distance, But this time
Murra'y wanted experienced drivaré
for this three and a half hour relative
sprint. So he called on Tiff, who
tested the car in England |ast year,
and Howdy Holmes, the little Atlan-
tic and CART driver.

“Our car was the prototype,

whicfr was sorted outbggre tg,efparnot'-
duction run. It ran in the IMSA fina/
at the end of last year driven by Bop-
by Rahal and Jim Trueman. e
havent got the modifications that A/
Holbert has on his car. But | was able
to give them some help to Qe_t'it'
sorted out because many of the

; 355,
. ust used to 9395,
alivers hers areajrs need setting up-

reas these cars 'l
gLieTiff'S race didn't |ast Jong, and

once again, it seems that h: fi:gz
himself at the crossroads, as ne e
in 1980 after 8 prief career at
wheel of the Formula One Ensign.

1t like to do moré IMSA races, but

ith most other things, it all
Zip:;:g; on sponsorship. It seems to
be different here to Europe because
the teams are owned by wealthy
amateurs who drive at weekends,
which is how you get the Ralph Kent
Cookes of this world. But this race at
Miami has proved that one needs pro-

fessional drivers. | hope to do some

Group C again this year, and I'm talk-
ing to one or two teams, but
nothing’s decided yet.”

Some drivers thought the Miami cir-
cuit was a joke, but Tiff appreciated
someofthe problems.” hasa lot of
character, and the general format of
the circuit is good, although some of
the comers are a bit slow. They've
done a fantastic job here—it’s just a
shame that it's been washed out. But
the_y’ve found good sponsorship
which in turn has attracted the good
teams and drivers. That should have
proved to IMSA that with the right
money at all the races, they could
have a fantastic championship here,

ican series Iike
Miami event was
States. Earljer

“I knew from
! the st

zf:;m.'ron couldn‘t gi:n;rh:t Rol?.in

ause he negqg the oneff dndu'lﬂl

V. 8ol i

help drivers 1o whammggsa?: ng

1 . sy, i %
Public relationg ,z:;cr’rs:v ?’s e
While young T: I

9 Tiff i

depkchairinthe- :vr.':s o in e

river from pg g N Americ
:.';:Se hair, hid?:gvv Nia with gh
10the iy S, ‘fg?““ bef

10 the T hich woyg w e moing
o 118 17t flog hisk him
- =YRT gl

ed the circuit. But the smile Was 9:’
nuine; it should be for Al Holberth
lust won $50,000.

Holbert is at the peak of his caree’ He

has driven CAC1 and CAC2 canc ¢
cars, last year he drove inthe PO
works team at Le Mans, and hé !® o
1o drive with Derek Bell in the upnc’
ing round of the World Endur@r
championship at Monza. But 836
modest in victory. “The March itdl
was very good in the rain, @17 _qit
Seems so easy and quick that! “p
really believe that I've o labil
Holbert had shown speed and e fe 0
Y in practice, and hadn't ™% "he

he pr : .
s Prées offiog Weﬂbnt Mistake in the rain. On this t;ack-t of
did have a slight advantage: ™

having an easily controlled normally
aspirated engine rather than the un-
predictable turbe unit.

But Al did have one serious problem
although it was one that he almost
forgot to mention. When the pace car
came out ahead of him, the March's
accelerator began to stick so that he
had to use the ignition switch to con-
trol the car in tight corners.

Al should have pitted, as Wollek and
others did, but he decided against it,
sure that red flags would shortly
come out to stop the race.

There was one man who was parti-
cularly grateful to Al Holbert for not
coming into the pits: Robin Herd. He

was on hand to witness the first
IMSA win for the company that he
created back in 1970, but this win
was that much more important
because of March'’s ever-increasing
involvment with the American mar-
ket. It didn't really matter how the
race was won, just that it was won,
but Robin hadn’t even needed this
victory to swell his order books. He
took two more orders for 83Gs the
morning before the race.

Robin Herd, like Jurgen Barthlof
Porsche,made the journey to Florida
in order to learnin confunction with
AlvinSpringer, the boss efAndial, t_he
terms of application for their joint
American campaign. The Porsche

956 is banned by IMSA. There is only
one place for a leader to take and the
firms capable of serving their few
numbers. March, on the cursed week-
end of 27th February hoisted itself to

- the first row between them. O

Didier Braillon

—
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Family bread-winner
Mario became teacher,
but obviously pleased to
have such a talented
son, while Wollek
discussed his co-driver
with Hurley Haywood.
But on Sunday, when
the storm blew up from
the keys, it was the man
from Strasbourg who
took the helm of the 935
in the wet, leaving
young Michael on the
sidelines, no doubt
wondering when he
would finally drive an
endurance car.
‘Photos: B. Asset)
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Because of th
the Miami cirey;
Cuit, ¢
GTO and GTU corgrt
mpij,

e b"eldt

GTXs to race
the main even
day. In fact th
races were put on for
good reason: f, stly to

introduce the local
crowd to motor racing,
and for them to work out
whether an aerial view
would be better than
being trackside.

The GTO race was
affected by rain, and in
the slippery conditions
on Sunday morning, Don
Devendorf took his
turbocharged Datsun ZX
(83) into the lead from
Gene Felton’s pole-
winning Chevrolet
Camaro. The man with
the shades inherited the
lead when Devendorf
pulled out with
dampened electrics,
while behind them, the
inevitable Chevrolet
Corvettes (48, 99) had
varied fortunes, although
the driver of one had a

better reason for selling
his machine than ever.
Only GTU was spared by
the weather, where the
racing was all Japanese,
a Mazda versus Toyota
battle. Even Datsun ZX
(32) was unable to keep
up with its compatriots.
Mazda reigned supreme
however, with Roger
Mandeville (38) winning
again although both
Jack Dunham (66) and
Lee Mueller (92) were in
contention.
(Photos: B. Asset)
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" MAN AT WORK

n North Florida as

Bill Adam prepares to take over
the Group 44 Jaguar XJRS. With
and with help from

the blue-blooded V12, 525 bhp
engine, Adam contested the lead.
But shortly after, the suspension
broke and the Lee Dykstra-
designed car hurtled into the wall,
to the great detriment of the

monocogue.
(Photos: First Line/
















SEBRING:
BLAST FROM THE PAST

Sebring is almost an
anachronism in modern motor
racing. Safety is something for
the future, while the circuit
dwells in the past. It’s an
incongruous assembly of

di: iated features: the

h gers, earth b k W den
posts almost beside the track,
an unstable track surface, and
a Camel! It's almost as varied
on the track, if not of such a
high standard as in the past.
(Photo: DPPI)
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TWELVE HOURS

Let’s hope that
the space shuttle
doesn't have the
same
competition in
the air that Bob
Tullius's Jaguar
found a few
miles down the
road at Sebring:
Group 44's XA
5 made a supert

start in Fli
(as the GrouP
XJ§ did ot

weekend) 8 g
the first third !
the race: it
battled with t
Haywood-HO
Porsche: ﬂ:"{d"','

to the cro¥™

I
(Photos: DPP
and Gamm?!

i 0
) iy

geTth' rd round of IMSA's Camel
Fluri‘z‘amplonship was held in
fOunda' as the previous two
At s had been: the Daytona
the rain.ghq, ours was round one and
D€en royng rtened Miami Grand Prix had
I the “‘lidd|two' Sebring is a little village
lowlangs of of nowhere, nestling in the
Miles  fro, of the state. It's about 100
aboyt 15r8 Tampa and Orlando, and
depengg o from Miami. Its economy
tourigy, Cn two things—oranges and
etirgq Am:.u““ess numbers of rich or
Gzeng o 1o spend their days onthe
é“;:d aru‘-'nlélxt'ﬁéous golf courses scat-
rin. area.
: rpgri?)::’ h?s a small airport, reserv-
as *u av: aircraft. It was in 1952 that
. 3cing e e fimt transformed into
el St"aigh:"t with the help of bales of
th:‘; orged it:“"av, the Sebring 12 hour
its ENvy of the” a reputation which was
Previgg e motor racing world and
winners reads like a roll-call

of the greats: Stirling Moss, Mike
Hawthorn, Juan-Manuel Fangio, Jean
Behra, Phil Hill, Peter Collins all triumped
there during the fifties. They were follow-
ed in the sixties by John Surtees, Mario
Andretti, Bruce McLaren, Jo Siffert and

Jacky lckx.

The victory of a Ferrari 312PB ten years
ago marked the end of this glorious era.
In subsequent years, European presence
at Sebring has tailed off. Both European
drivers and teams have stayed away.
From its position at the pinnacle of the
world sports car programme, Sebring has
e an all-American affair.
Today, Sebring’s glorious past seems
more distant than ever —more 0 than the
Daytona 24 hrs—and it has become one
of the more humdrum races in the IMSA
calendar- Its only claim to fame these
days is itS glorious past. ,
Today, Sebring reeks of that nostalgia.
There are remind f the fifties and six-

ers 0
ties everywhere. In the few hangars that

remain, DCBs, Lockheed S
stall;tions and various othetlpreerliéo?n
:Sraz,;l_ng forms of decay remind one that
ebring was once
airsield? a prosperous and busy
And the nostalgic side of moto ing i
also catered for. Traditionally, ;;E::ﬁr\ﬁ;sr
t_hare_ are two six lap historic races. The
first is for vintage cars which 'mcl.udes
such gems as Lister-Jaguars, Allard J2X,
Aston Martin DBRs, Cunningham C4Rs
and Ferrari 250s, 275 LMs or 500 TRss
The other is for more recent histeric cars:
Ford GT40s, Cabras, Ferrari 312 PBs,
some CanAm cars and a complete cotlec'
tions of Porsches: 906, 907, 908 91(5
and 917, This year, some 98 coll;ctur
came and raced their coveted machin .
in front of an enthusiastic crowd b
Thankfully, however, Sebring is no{totar
ly obsessed with the past. Since ne
organisers took over, the 12 hour rac‘:
has been run on a modified circuit— th
farthest part of the runway is no Icngeer

S
67



Epcot in Florida was the final work of art of the Walt Disney zn-!pire, guaranteed
to give fun. Sebring has a similar effect. Take Joha Paul Junior. He ag.-"eed to
drive Preston Henn's 935 at the last minute, stuffed it into the wall dunng_ rh's
first session and set pole position during the second. But the favauri!es didn’t
get far in the race. Getting bogged down in the sand can be taken literally at
Sebring.

(Photos: DPPI and First Line)

f 4
oy N e e 1

A Porsche won,
but not one of the
favourites. Akin-
Whittington-
O'Steen might
have won but for
water finding its
way into the fuel.
Even Dale
Whittington’s late
race charge failed
to reap them
rewards. Preston
Henn's Porsche
Proved to be
fastest in practice
but various
problems
intervened before
Michael Andretti
retired with a
roken engine.
{Photo: pppI)

used which means the airport can func
tion normally throughout the weekend.
The length of the circuit has now been
cut from 5.19 miles to 4.75 miles. At the
same time, a 1.5 mile stretch of track,
which was apparently in atrocious con-
dition, has now been re-surfaced
Another distinguishing feature of this
weird but appealing little track is that
there is no grandstand for spectators. In-
stead, the traditionally large crowd brings
its own stands: everyone simply climbs
onto the roofs of their motorhomes. Us-
ing posts and bits of rope as makeshift
fences, they stake a claim to “their’ bit
of land near the edge of the circuit for the
duration of the race. That way, they're
not too far from the fridge nor the camp
fire: beer drinking around a fire far into
the night is part of the Sebring social
scene

The qualitiy of entries for this year’s race
had been disappointing for the new
organising committee. Many of those
who had been at Daytona and particularly
Miami, had failed to make the effort for
Sebring. One Lola and two Marchs were
edin GTP, whereas there had been
Lolas against four Marchs three
earlier in Miami. It was a blow for
adibility of GTP. Ted Field’s sudden
wal meant that Interscope failed
to enter any cars, and that didn’t help,
while John Paul Senior's JLP Racing had
expected to make its debut at the
Phoenix CART race, but cancelled at the
last minute, so none of the pale blue JLP
Racing Porsches nor Lola were present.
Finally, teams that had both GTP and
GTX cars opted to run the latter for this
long and exacting race. Typical of these
was Bruce Leven’s Bayside Disposal
team which had left the Lola-Porsche at
home in favour of the 835 which was
seen at Daytona. In fact there were six
935s in the field and their job was to take
on Cooke Racing's lone Lola T60O, driven
by 1981 Indy sensation Josele Garza
amongst others, and three Marchs.
These included the Porsche-engined
82G, Marty Hinze's 83G and Pepe
Romano’s pink 83G. Four of the Porsche
935s were cars to be reckoned with.
There was Bob Akin's Cola Cola-
sponsored version which the owner
would share with Dale Whittington and
0'Steen. Bayside's machine was to be
driven by owner Bruce Leven/Hurley
Haywood/Al Holbert and Preston Henn
had two 935s which he hoped would
repeat his Daytona success. Derek Bell
and Mike Andretti were down to drive the
long-tailed version built by Andial, while
brothers Don and Bill Whittington would
share the other car.

In the GTP class, the Jaguar had a
number of competitors. The XJR5 was
unchanged except for an engine which
gave more torque at low revs. Grid
brought their Cosworth-engined car
although de Villota, their regular driver,
was racing Formula Two at Silverstone.
Completing what was a very English GTP
class were Robin Hamilton's twao
Nimrods which suffered from a drastic
shortage of funds. One was driven by
Olsen-Fernandez but during the first day

—_—
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perhaps, is a sign of the ion. But

There were enough cars at Sebring, but not all of them of very high quality. That,
£ YT

are more keenly felt

in Europe, notably by the Nimrod team which car:ied the sorry sign ‘For rent or

hire’ on the wind. like a dh

on

ag
were better for Derek Bell who was one of the drivers of th

ted from pole position, and he had a drive in a Ferrari
practice. (Photos: DPPJ)

ge forecourt. Things
e Porsche which star-
(below) as well during

Gene Felton
chewed his gum
throughout the
weekend while
driving his

Londono has
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It was after the night practice that
Preston Henn made his shock announce-
ment: that John Paul Junior would be
sharing the driving in his number one
Porsche 935. It was the kind of an
nouncement that one is beginning to ex-
pect from the publicity conscious Mr
Henn. John Junior had found himself free
following the cancellation of his entry for
the CART race at Pheonix the same
weekend. To the utter dismay of his
teammates, the reigning IMSA champion
went out and promptly wrecked the long-
tailed 935. The car left the track and
thumped into the surrounding coun-
tryside at such speed the engine was
damaged.
Luckily, the weather the next day was
fine and the sun shone throughout the
three half-hour qualifying sessions: one
each for the GTU, GTO and GTP/GTX
categories, before a final free-for-all for
all three categories. )
In the final of the half hour sessions, John
Paul Junior redeemed himself somewhat
by earning pole position at an _aver?_lg
speed of 1 18.778 mph, with atime t altf
was 2''5 than the Jaguar, which itsel f
was phenomenally fast. Its low rev tor
que disadvantage was no hand:r:a';:j or}
this circuit which is virtually de:éor ")s
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MSA release o
When lmnishment that we nnteq o
ol less than 87 cars in
” record. Unfortunately,
inc a host of semi-
i numberc 5 that were far too old to

wrecks and €a" <hing but historic races
be include":l "r:lg:; them a BMW 2002, a

Ford Capri, even a Renault 12 and several
Porsche 911s of varying vintages, some
of them clanking and belching smoke.
The Porsche-engined March 82G was
deemed to start behind this lot as it
hadn’t taken part in the timed session.
When the flag dropped at 11 am on
Saturday morning, a huge number of
Spectators had gathered around the
perimeter fence where they'd been col-
lecting since dawn. The Jaguar took the
lead right from the start, only to have it
snatched away by Bill Whittington'’s all-
pink March during the second lap. The
March quickly drew away and by the end
of the seventh lap, it had built up a lead
of half a minute. But on the next lap, the
transmission packed up. Bill Whittington
had been expecting this to happen ever
since the warm-up which is why he went
all out while the going was good.

Bell, much to everyone’s surprise, was
left way behind. Driving on full tanks, he
found his 935 handled differently to in
practice and there was low boost
pressure to the turbos. By the time his
problems had been cured, he was down
in 41st position, three laps behind the
leader. Preston Henn was really out of
luck, however. His second Porsche,
driven by Don Whittington, had called in
the pits for repairs after a shunt. Brother
Bill, now without a ride, strolled back to
the pits to join his brother in the second
Henn 935. The Stratagraph Camaro
smashed into a wall and lost two hours
in the pits as a result while repairs were
made to the front end. But the Camaro
wasn’t the only one and things were
tricky down there. The road surface in
bends 8 and 9 was breaking up badly.
This was the new section which links the
old runways, and loose gravel was mak-
ing the road as slippery as ice. It wasn’t
until several cars had gone right out of
control and smashed into the concrete
walls to the considerable detriment of
bodywork and suspension, that the race
organisers decided to bring out the pace
car while the sweepers went into action
with brooms. This went on for 11 laps,
forty-three minutes in total, and it wasn't
until the 68th lap that things returned to
normal.

The Jaguar, not letting up for a moment,
fought it out for the lead with the
Haywood-Holbert Porsche, but in the
fourth hour of the race, a head gasket
blew on the V12 and it was pushed into
the paddock for repairs. After extensive
work, it finally got back onto the track,
but soon after a piston broke. Haywood
and Holbert must have thought that it
was their lucky day because the competi-
tion was pulling out on all sides. Ralph
Cooke's Lola was held up by a burst tyre
which did a lot of bodywork damage but
also ripped out some oil lines. The
Cosworth-powered Grid had to change
half of the front suspension and the
Andial-built Porsche had no end of pro-
blems, dashing up the order board for a
few laps, and then sitting in the pits for
a few more. But Haywood and Holbert
had their hopes dashed when the Bayside
Disposal Porsche 935 suddenly suffered
a string of problems such as a bodywork

—_—
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Night time is a great and magical moment in racing, whether at Le Mans, S:a,
Daytona or Sebring. There's always a crowd outside a8 c.‘np stail or some other
food vendor's van. The atmosphere in the pits is as electric as the lights, thro-
wing grim shadows across the faces of tired drivers. And under the cover of dark-
ness, funny things happen to races. This year at Sebring was no different.
{Photos: DPPI)

Cars look good
whether at night
or day. When the
sun sets, lights
play on shiny
machines
refuelling in the
pits: the
MeKitterick-
Minter Grid-
Cosworth and the
Cooke-Adams
Lola T600 which
they shared with
Mexican hope
Josele Garza. The
rose-coloured
March-Chevrolet
driven by Romero-
Bundy-Bill
Whittington
reflects the colour
of the sky at
dusk.

(Photos: DpP1)
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PRECEDING WINNERS

1952 : Harry Gray-Larry Kulok/Frazer Nash
1953 : John Fitch-Phil Walters/Cunningham C4R
1954 : Stirling Moss-Bill Lioyd/0SCA
1955 : Mike Hawthorn-Phil Walters/Jaguar
1956 : Juan Manuel Fangio-Eugenio Castelloti/Ferrari
1957 ; Juan Manuel Fangio-Jean Behra/Ferrari 250TR
1958 : Phil Hill-Peter Collins/Ferrari 250TR
1959 : Phil Hill-Olivier Gendebien-Chuck Daigh/Ferrari
1960 : Olivier Gendebien-Hans Herrmann/Porsche RSK
1961 : Phil Hill-Olivier Gendebien/Ferrari TR
1962 : Jo Bonnier-Lucien Bianchi/Ferrari TR
1963 : John Surtees-Lodovico Scarfiotti/Ferrari
1964 : Mike Parkes-Umberto Maglioli/Ferrari
1965 : Jim Hall-Hap Sharp/Chaparral Chevrolet
1966 : Ken Miles-Lloyd Ruby/Ford Mkl
1967 : Mario Andretti-Bruce MecLaren/Ford Mkiv
1968 : Hans Herrmann-Joseph Siffert/Porsche 907
}g_ﬁlg s .:’zlacky Ickx-Jackie Oliver/Ford GT40

: Mario Andretti-Nino Vacarella-Ignazio Giunti
1971 : Vie Elford-Gérard Larruussa;‘Pquche 917 St 2
1972 : Mario Andretti-Jacky lekx/Ferrari 312p
:g;i :::E':B?JRBG'HW'BV Haywood Dave Helmick/Porsche Carrera

1975 : Hans Stuck-Allen Moffat/BMw 3.5 CsL

1976 : Al Holbert-Michael Keyser/Porsche Carrera

1977 : George Dyer-Brad Frisselle/Porsche Carrera

1978 : Brian Redman-Charles Mendez-Bob Garretson/Porsche 935
1979 : Bob Akin-Roy Woods-Rob McFarlin/Porsche 935

1980 : John Fitzpatrick-Dick Barbour/Porsche 935

1981 : Hurley Haywood-Bruce Leven-Al H,

olb
1882 : John Paul Jr-John Paul Sr/Porsche aaesnn'Porsche 935

e
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THE TORTOISE
AND THE HARE

now is to win the Sebring
hours, and so | suppose that it’s
a good thing that John Paul Junior has
joined Mike Andretti and .
Derek Bell was putting on a good face,
better than that of the previous evening
when Preston Henn had again made the
news by offering the reigning IMSA
champion a ride in his Andial-built
Porsche 935. John Junior found himself
free after cancelling his entry for the first
CART round of the season at Phoenix.
Because CART is the major programme
of the year, John Senior had failed to
prepare any of the JLP Racing IMSA cars,
neither of the two 935s, nor the Lola-
Chevrolet TE00 for the Sebring race.
John Junior is Preston Henn's habitual
adversary in IMSA, but the team’s
owner-driver decided not to drive his
usual ane or two stints when he signed
up the champion. But he might have been
thinking of changing his mind after the
night session. “‘The night before last,
after that evening practice session, | was
absolutely livid,”" said Derek Bell later.
“John virtually destroyed the car. He
‘Wwrecked everything: chassis, engine,
bn_d;_mqu, everything. And in spite of
that, Preston has asked him to qualify the
car tomorrow because he says it will be

day, Joh
| 118 Next day, n put the car on
-‘ , with a 2'23"965 but nx:
‘wasn't impressed, '/ did 2°26 on old
‘ Mmmza&mmumm
et into the 2°22s or qualifiers.””

WT.&& one thing | want to do rigrf‘azl

erek, as usual, wasn't under
eBrL:plc?ved. He did a few laps in the team t-
Ferrari 512 BB although he has a Porsche
contract for races: “‘the car more or less
belongs to Preston, and he asked me to
setitup.’ Backinthe Porsche, he found
it most impressive. “Jt’san incredible car,
very manceuvreable and almost :’ffn.'r:’p.cg
to drive.” But on Saturday morning,
Derek wasn't so happy. The ride height
had been altered to cope with full tanks,
and the car suddenly rolled a lot more
than before.
On the first lap, Derek realised that he
couldn't keep up with the hares of the
race, the Jaguar and various Marchs. But
the gap between himseif and those in
front grew so quickly that there had to
be another reason. Gulping orange on a
pile of tyres after his first stint, he told
us what was wrong. “‘Right from the
start, the turbo pressure was low and the
engine was misfiring between 5000 and
7000 revs. It was because one of the tur-
bo pipes hadn 't been tightened sufficient-
ly and boost pressure was leaking. So |
had a long stop for that, and then there
was a tyre problem, probably because of
a leaking valve. And then | damaged the
front of the car when a Camaro cut
across in front of me in one of the fast
corners and | had to take to the grass.
That was slightly my fault because |
should have been more vigilant.”’
The white 835 with blue and orange
wheel arches was in 4ist place, three laps
behind at the end of the first hour. It
reminded one of Daytona, and one could
but wait for the car to leap up the order
board as it had in February.

But after four and three quarters hours
of racing, the Henn pit had a panic on its
hands. John Paul Jnr had taken over after
Derek and Mike Andretti and he came in

R 10 say that the engine wouldn't
4 : L pull at all.
Th'wﬂobbm was soon diagnosed: John  Tp¢ ) [ friheg R A ; s
unior must have run over some track movie lasted 12 minutes and when i second at Daytona and were  were coping witha host of conse _
debris and ripped off the left hand ex- John Paul Jnr got back on the track, he W battling for the lead with Akin’s  problemsanthe Haywood-Holbert 935,
system. Watching the proved that all was well by shooting ¥Sche at Sehring. B inB b Akin’s pit, they couldn't work out
consequent - 2 | tam : g. But then the March  inBo ; 1 th
Pit work was like seeing an old-time throught the field up to fifth place. When & um“mnkmg down the pit lane why the 35 wouldn't start, unt tney
movie speeded up, Lying under the red | o In bathed in sweat, to hand 0vf s @0y Lanier leaped from the  found water in the fuel; and later, fse
hot engine, the mechanics began 1o |0/ ndretti: compliments and congratula g paCkplt and rushed to the engine com.  Japanese mechanics tending & Mazh .
dismantle the offending part, throwi tions rained down on him, but the man Tment, A o g o away at trying to piece together
hot bits of metal . throwing o oy ' . o quick look at the Ryan waorked a S ot a thought in
into a bucket of 0 slapped him on the back almos er-prg t of the car withou :
Alvin Springer Ot water. : Worgy o CrePared Chevrolet revealed the  the front o ds that it was
headset and s of Andial tock off his "ocked the exhausted youngster flying. " Oil and water was pumping out of - their bandana-shrouded hea tfess task

and then s tools, .15 pm, young Andretti suddenly 8P~ Seg ere anyway. The heads All of them, : hines go-
“Shorift Progear s, NScrew & nut.  Beared at the end of tho pit road, (07 shiec WarDed by the heat, But naively  sndeavouredt0 keep the 1 ain hope of
was not his job, and f firmly that it  Porsche shrouded in smoke. When hé "cia:.]t" arty Hinze's little team  ing rightto the end, | this challeng-
With a flea in his aar l'!,e was sent away  1f@e-wheeled to a halt at the Plfi a4 1Oty and restart the engine —  ecoupingd g ::g:wcauld really

i - Poor Mike tried 1o SPringer's men commenced act two ¢ g, 9N the prgbj ; ing 12 hour race. But lodding

like a scolded schogl : : 1 ay p, em might have gone g - which had been p

o kid excus.  their drama by cooling the red hot righ Ong OW-., beat a tortoise Whic o any At

bristled, Preston's moustache  Wrbocharger and then changing it in ni"® Do, VO Of the front had drop.  around. Ithad s‘~camwuu:boll; and un
e BmmeareconaiiLy Wt ronc s raodoy SO et Sl s

) reath ;L‘m oim:‘bf was tak- g?:: h‘"ﬁ?hﬂr smokey lap, Andrettl cz";: * md fow the horizon oneasr:?ghi ha\fe dramatically- T;' fh:a::;ﬂlse. |n the pits
. gkl relieve his boredom e pits for good. The engine Was ™ ' 8let-up in th the hour 0!~ in oil overalls, N

to eat op : 4 Wagns, o 4P in th L But: -\ in oil overa

Ly et i“‘. :i"mnggth which his reépairably damaged. “lvin::":t the case, :'l;?:?\sasnaig;eware plackened machan{l‘_l py blisters and
< 3 @ full-face h&"ﬁ"mk A few yards away, there was mo'® h“;‘n ain every pit: at Jaguar, the ~ Sin9 ha"de only watch incredulo.uslv-
drama. Hinze-Lanier-Wolters had already E burns, cou pidier Braillon

' Uﬂak:'f.'"’ trying to replace a blown
i the Bayside mechanics
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You know the
expression: when the
cat’s away, the mice will
play. And so they did,
the little cars, at
Daytona. One cat went
out with a blown head
gasket, Bob Tullius’s
XJR 5, but other
favourites to be delayed
or retire were the Bell-
Andretti Jnr-Paul Jnr
935 (engine), the Grid
(wheel bearing), the
Holbert-Haywood
Porsche lelectrics) and
the Akin-Whiﬂingron«
O’Steen 935 K3 (water
in fuel), So creeping

through and in
lead under the
darkness Came g,
mouse: the modeg; 934
Prepared by Bop
Garretson for Bake,.
Mullen—Ninm
Garretson hasp, T ",;,
means that he used ¢
have, and this Was hijs
ideal tool with which ¢,
win GTO this yeay, Now
they have one wip Unde,
their belt. Bake, and
Mullen aren’t know,, in
Europe, but Dutch
Canadian Kees NierOp
raced in F3 last yea, in
England.
Just behind them on the
grid was another mouyse
of Sebring, the little RX7
driven by Halsmer and
Knoop which took the
lead at the tenth hoyy.

fo the
Cove,

But when trying to resist
the inexorable advance
of the Grid, Halsmer
went off at the chicane
and damaged his car,
much to the
disappointment of the
Spectators who love to
stick up for underdog. In
our picture, Halsmer and
Knoop tell their story to
Jjournalists.

(Photos: DPPI)




7 The last collection of
prothers who really
scelled in Endurance
racing were the
odriguez brothers. But
he Whittingtons already
e the 1979 Le Mans

1o their pname—Don and
gill shared @ 935 with
Klaus Ludwig—and they
ere trying t0 add their
names to the Sebring
winners roll of honour.

DI

" iﬁi".,qr;. Fol. .

To this end the brothers
were careful not to put
all their eggs in one
basket. Bill actually
started in Pepe
Romero’s pink March,
and shot off into the
lead on the second lap.
By the seventh, he had a
30s lead, but then the
March broke, and Bill
joined Don in Preston
Henn's 935 K3. But Don
crashed the car, and it
had dropped to 12th
place at the end, 13 laps
behind the leaders. So it
was left to the youngest
brother, Dale; to defend
family fortunes: He was
sharing Bob Akin 's
Porsche 935 K3 with
the owner and 0'Steen.
It was one of the front
runners until water was,
Found in the petrol and It
took a while pefore the
Whittington with the
yellow helmet lead 3
spirited charg® back Up

throu h the field:
hrous  pPPl)
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A TIGHTENING
OF BELTS

h and a fifth place were Ford’s only rewarc!s out of
:zr:osl::rts for an exp:nsive involvment in Grqup C in 1982.
Despite the promise shown, it was a disaster in terms of top
six placings. Now Ford is embarking on a new programme.
A new organisation has been formed and new cars have been
armed with Keith Duckworth’s turbocharged Cosworth DI_=L.
But Ford will certainly not be rushing headlong into an ig-
nominious repeat of 1982. Instead the new team will tackle
a development programme with care, and only when the new
car and engine are felt to be competitive will they be raced.

by Bob Constanduros.

swift review of the 1982
season reveals that the
cars weren't totally un-
competitive. Only one car
was run for the first three
races, and that was progressively im-
proved so that it started from pole posi-
tion at the Nurburgring and lead all but
four of the first 31 laps. But then the
transmission failed. An increased involv-
ment at Le Mans and Spa with two cars
lead to a team of three for Brands Hatch,
It was there that two cars started from
the front row, lead for the first few laps
of the damp track, and then Marc Surer
acquaplaned into Manfred Winkelhock
and knocked him off the track and out of
the race.
That race hadn’t had the most promising
of starts either. Two of the cars caught
fire in the pits during unofficial practice,
and yet it was at Brands Hatch that the
team had its best result. Jonathan Palmer
and Desire Wilson finished fourth, and
Klaus Ludwig teamed with Marc Surer to
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finish fifth after both a puncture and a
recurrence of an all too familiar exhaust
problem which had already caused long
stops at Spa.

On the pit wall at Brands Hatch that
weekend in October were two men who
will play a significant part in Ford's 1983
programme. Keith Greene was taking a
weekend off from the Rondeau team for
whom he was team manager, and he
coaxed the third works car into fourth
place. Tony Southgate, meanwhile, had
been with the team for some time
already. Neither looked particularly im-
pressed as they hung out boards to the
drivers. What had happened to the team
and pit crew?

Tony Southgate, as much as anyone,
knew the recent past. “/ came into the
team back in April. Len Bailey designed
the car and was working from Maurice
Gomm’s place in Woking, England, and
| suppose he had had enough. So Ford of
Ger_many picked it up and they tried
various revisions which weren ‘t very

—_—

Tony Southgate
is the kingpin of
the third
generation of
Ford C100. It
needs result
and the turbo
engine will
make a
difference.




good. The suspension wasn’t too good
and it was a bit heavy. The first race was
a shambles. So then it was handed over
to Zakspeed, but they had no experience
with this type of racing. They askgd me
to have a look at it, and by then it was
quite a mess. But it was quite easy to im-
prove, | drew a few bits and John Thomp-
son, my partner in business, made them
up. We were three seconds quicker dur-
ing practice at Silverstone. But that was

it. | went to a few races but | didn’t do
much more. | was really a consultant to
Zakspeed in order to get them out of the
mire."”’
Peter Ashcroft, Ford competitions
manager, looks at 1982 from the cor-
porate point of view. “We were concern-
ed because of our performance last year.
It wasn't good and it didn’t look good.
When we don’t win, it’s bad for Ford's
image. We were embarrassed last year,
we felt that we could go better but
although we were embarrassed, we were
more disappointed with the performance
of the team and the car. | feel that the pro-
blem was that we were too spread out,
Len Bailey was in Woking, Zakspeed
were in Niederzissen and we were trying
to co-ordinate it all from Boreham. It just
got out of hand.”
Ford commissioned Southgate to start on
a car at the beginning of September for
it to be completed by the end of the
January, It was a couple of weeks late,
but on budget. ““They wanted a cleaner,
lighter but still conservative car. They
didn’t want anything radical,” says
Southgate. “What we really needed was
the engine and then we could have
designed the car around it.”
The engine, indeed, is the crucial thing.
“This year we wanted to centre the team
around Cosworth,” admits Ashcroft.
“We wanted everyone to be very much
part of the programme. It makes sense
with a development programme. "’ It cer-
tainly overcomes what Ashcroft con-
sidered to be the problem with the 1982
season. “Tony Southgate actually lives
in Northampton where Cosworth is bas-
ed, while the cars will be made by John
Thompson about 15 miles away. And
they will be run by Gordon Spice Racing
who are at Silverstone about 15 miles the
other way, "
From Len Bailey and Zakspeed, the pro-
gramme now became Tony Southgate
and Gordon Spice Racing, why? Peter
Asheroft: “we were attracted to Tony
Sguthgare because he gave us a fair opi-
nion but he was also involved with John
Thempson who made the cars, This in-
volvment grew from the information that
he gave us and picked up from there, Jt
was very much a committee decision for
him ta join. As for Gordon Spice Racing,
they've run Capris for us for more than
three years with success, Keith Greene
is a pretty good team manager and Gor-
don isn’t a bad endurance driver,

For Southgate, working for Ford againis
almost a home coming. He spent about
six months working on the first Lola GT
which attracted Ford to that class of rac-
ing because it was the first British-type
car with a 4.7 litre Ford V8. That car went
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e Ford GT40. After a
Southgate returned to
t great GT car,

on to become th
spell at Bra?(harﬁt.'_"eir B
on 4 P
;?:Tt;ov,vs;nd of course I've dorm;’;{f;
a bit of CanAm including the Lolas, 2
and Shadows.” S0 aFlhnugh Tony is i
known in the Grand Prix world, sports:

i isn’ tirely new to him,
racing I1sn t en 100 per
“although I've never actually |
cent built a Le Mans-type car. )
But Tony finds it a challenge. “/ was in-
terested in a proper commission because
it was interesting and it’s good to be in-
volved with Ford. And | find itin teresrmg
to work ona Group C car because there s
more to them. A single seater is straight
forward with massive amounts of money
being spent on quite small aress. But
Group C is different. There’s not rh{e
same competition, but Porsche is the big
problem. They're the ones to beat. We
beat them in CanAm so it's not
impossible. )

“But the cars are interesting. There's a
lot of work; almost too much. There are
only nine of us at John Thompson's;
there are 102 at Williams and 46 at Ar-
rows! I'm the only one on the design side
so 've done it all from the bell housing
to the simplest washer. If I'"d had more
money, | could have employed someone.
But Ford isn‘t slinging money about and
were trying to stick to the budget. We
could have made the car quicker if we'd
had more money, and therefore more
people.”
There’s little left of the old C100. The
new car, simply called Ford Group C 001,
is nearly all new. “We re still using BBS
Wheels because we already had them,
although they re not very light. We're us-
ing the front and rear axles because they
didn’t give any trouble and they are nicely
engineered, and we're using the old
screen. Otherwise, it’s all new.
“The structure is in aluminium
honeycomb with the engine mounted
along Formula One lines with the moun-
tings bonded in. The overall effect is that
the car is stronger and a fifth lighter. It
has outboard springing instead of rockers
plus tension link suspension which is a
big advantage. It's quite big, maximum
width but a slightly longer wheelbase
than before in order to get more weight
on the front,
“Ina way, I've had a different approach,
!'think one has to look at two cars in En-
durance racing. One js a Le Mans-type
car which has to do 225 mph down the
straight and has lower drag than normal.

The c_)thsr car is what | call a sprint set-
up with high downthrust and a high drag
body which makes it handle well and js
easy for the drivers so that they can
maintain a higher average speed. | call
that my CanAm-type car for the six hour
o: 1?00 kilometer races. It has a wing

Stuek up on two
rr;en o0 mﬂ.plaras at the back, rather

“In designing the car, my thinkij

tended to follow Formula Bne-tzg%‘:::s
afz_houg‘h there are some who think ozher:
wise. I'm totally convinced that a For-
mula One car could race for 24 hours if
you could change the engine and gear-
box. There’s no reason why it shouldn‘r
——

Different
version of the
bodywork are

planned by
Tony Southgate
at the
Silverstone
offices of
Gordon Spice
Racing where
similar cars will
be completed.




So this business of making everything
three times bigger as some people are
convinced everything should be, is totally
unnecessary. | mean what is the point of
making a three gallon oil tank when the
engine only uses three pints?”’

Three Fords will be built. “So far, we
have produced one car which will be the
test and development car,” says
Ashcroft. “Another one is being built
which is the race car, and then a third one
will be buift which will be the spare.” So
there will be three cars, but what will they
do? “I can’t say for definite which races
we shall do,” continued Ashcroft,
“because we're taking it stage by stage.
Even now, | dont know whether we'll go
to Monza because it all depends on our
testing. We’'ll probably do more testing
than racing. The key to the thing is the
turbo engine. We won 't have long to get
the turbo engine right in the car, and
there’s no way that we'll do Monza with

i id
s who are running a8 car shoul
gfv://ays build it. Even if we d :augﬁrrg
R L vaoukd % bacaliee
i jeces and I 4
:ﬁ?&rir{g ﬂft‘; fair that if ;hey’ra rriﬁgmg
the responsibility of running rhEr . ln%
they should at least know what they
ing on. e
Eall'{:; bge disappointed if we dfdn tdo mr.!;c;‘;
racing, or at least, I'd be} disappointe
we didn‘t race when we re competitive.
It’s the ultimate bad thing for rhq team
not to race, because the people mvo.';:-
ed are racers themselves. If we do:n t
race, it means that there "s something
wrong. We should have time 1o get it
right, and we should achieve cofnperr-
tion. We'll never win a race if we're not
reliable, so we've got to make the car
reliable for racing speeds.” )
One of the things that most excites [(elth
Greene is that Keith Duckworth is so
involved.

a normally aspirated engine. There are
about ten or twelve engines down at
Cosworth which belong to Ford, and
we'll be lending some to Rondeau and
Lola. But we'll keep around six for
ourselves which will be converted to tur-
bo specification. We shall only run the
turbo in a Ford until it has proved itself.
Only then will other teams get turbo
engines. | think Cosworth would like to
sell DFL turbos as a commercial
proposition.”

Over at Silverstone, Keith Greene had got
his team together prior to the first test
session in late February. How did he feel
about this rather uncertain year? “Well,
I hope it's going to be more profitable for
me then last year, because I'm still
waiting for some of my money! But yes,
/'m looking forward to this, although |
think there are quite a few ponderables.
But as a challenge, | think it's superb,
We've got five mechanics, including two
that I've retained from our saloon car pro-
gramme. And I’ve got Nelson Piguet’s ex-
chief mechanic, Richard Taylor.

“My guys have helped to build the cars,
and | think they needed to. | think the
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“It is obvious that Keith Duckworth has
picked up the gauntlet and is throwing
everything behind the development of
the turbo, He is really charging. He's a
genius and if he applies himself, then
nothing could be better, He's engineer-
ing the whole thing himself and is respon-
sible far the complete package, even put-
ting in two or three engineers which is
nice because there’s no one more expert,
And it saves me the worry of having to
look after the engines.”
The Cosworth wizard's ideas have
already caused Southgate some worries.
“The old car had a simpler fuel system,
but although there’s only a single fua'I
tank now, the system is quite complex
inside. There are things like computeris-
ed electronic float valves, catch tanks,
collector tanks and things to measuré
flow. There’s a computer which
measures fuel flow in percentages, and
the s'psed has to be regulated according-
ly. It's the same sort of thing that you find
in production cars, in fact the readout
ri_‘mr the driver sees is a modified produc-
glfgn unit from the Granada,

NY's worry has been to j i
Duckworth's ideas in tt?a n:;l:'ll E:z:

The first laps of
the 1983 Ford
€100 will be at
Paul Ricard but
it will again be
equipped with a
normally
aspirated
engine. For
Keith Greene,
who has left
Rondeau, the
turbo is the only
thing that can
counter the
sovereignity of
the Porsche
956.

Greene has the i
4 worry of the practical ap-
plication, 2y ! s

7 N. “Racing our car is going to be
ke a high speeq economy run if Keith has

!S own way,” according to Keith
Greene, “He has his own ideas and you
know Keith is such a genius that the on-
ly way to dissuade him from bis views is
to prove to him that things aren’t viable.
rau can'‘t just tell him.

Well, his idea of how his turbo car
should be raced is that the drivers should
go flat out between corners, shutting off
completely—putting it out of gear—say
200 yards before a corner where they
would normally brake at 100 yards. Then
the drivers have to brake as usual at 100
yards and put it back into gear, drive it
as usual through the corner, and then go
fiat out again out of the corner to the next
one. This, according to Keith is the most
economical means of race driving.
“Now there are some impracticalities to
this. For example, the engine will almost
certainly flood because the car will have
a totally free fuel flow system. The
Ppumps won't switch off so the engine
will flood and Lord knows what happens
when you put it back into gear. Then
there’s a problem with gearboxes, trying
to find a gear and how stable will the car
be, let alone small matters like overtak-
ing and braking.

“We’re going to have to rely a lot on our
drivers with this fuel flow system. A good
rapport will be essential. It 's going to be
& matter of running races from the pits,
and that's why I've started to learn about
computers, because | don’‘t think my
brain will work quickly enough on the pit
wall.
“You see during practice the drivers are
going to have to work out just how much
percentage effact they get for how ﬁ:nuch
time. They have this percentage dial on
the dashboard which tells them the true
usage of fuel which they must then
balance with a digital timer aparateu[ by
a switch. They have to get the best time
possible at 100 per cent effort. If they run
alap at 102 per cent, they have to do the
next one at 98 per cent. So throughout
practice they re going to _have to .work
away at how they are going to drive to
maximum fuel effect, and how gear
ratios might improve their times, with no
decrease of efficiency. Only at the end
of practice will we bolt on qualifiers to do
ime.
?';nd then there migfgr be rpe odd
wet/dry race which will require con-
siderable control on the part of t_he
drivers, and alot of cle verness in the pits.
So it's going to be quite a cf:aflenge out
when we get racing.
gz’liemomentthuugh, Ford’s Group C
team Is involved in a test and de\:‘elop-
ment programme. What happens in thg
end depends on performance, but a deci-
sion regarding the future will be taken in
the summer of 1983. Hopefully it will be
a favourable one, ft_:r the prospect of a
Ford-Porsche-Lancia-Ferrari battle is
most attractive, reminding one of classic
pattles of the past. Such titanic struggles
made history in the sixties; hopefully
they'll signal a rebirth of Endurance raﬁ

ing in the eighties.
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obbs, Fitz and Derek Bell,
together with Brian Redman
have become known as the
expatriot racers, At some
time in their careers, they all
discovered that they could make more
money abroad than in England, and that
they were good enough to be chosen by
foreign teams.

“John Surtees brought me here in
1969, " said Hobbs. *’I did Formula 5000
with him, although originally we were go-
ing to have a team with James Garner. In
the end we did it on our own, did seven
out of 14 races and lost the championship
by one point. We did a repeat the follow-
ing year, andin 1971, Roger Penske ask-
ed me to drive his Ferrari 512 with Mark
Donohue, plus Indy, Pocone and Ontario,
Unfortunately, both cars got written off
at Indy, but they only replaced one of
thern, so | only did Indy that year. And

We were sitting by the pool of the Howard Johnsons Motel
at Miami. The sun shone relentlessly. Not far away, one of
John Fitzpatrick's drivers Derek Bell was rekindling a tan last
furnished at Kyalami in November. We spoke with Fitz and
co-driver David Hobbs, mindful that we should all soon leave
this idyllic setting and weather, and meet again in a little over
a month at the not so idyllic Monza for the first round of the
World Endurance championship.

by Bob Constanduros o

although we lead all
the races we did in
the 512, we

didn’t win
one of
them.

SSEAR
BUSTEIN  so°¥

I finally
won the Formula
EGDQ championship by winning five out of
rhe'elghr races for Carl Hogan. And | sort
of just stayed here, Istayed in F5000 until
1975, did the CanAm for Lola in 1972,

_—




CanAm for Roy Woods in 1973 and did
5000 for Carl Hoganin 1971, '72, '73

and ‘74. And | did Indy for Penskein ‘71,
‘73 for Woods, ‘74 for MclLaren and
came fifth, ‘76 for Salt Walther and did
one lap.

“I had a funny year in 1976. | didn't do
F5000, didnt do CanAm, didn’t do much
of anything except drive that Jaguar
XJ12in England, and ! didn't do much of
that. In 1977, | suddenly got this offer
from BMW to drive their turbo, so my
career suddenly took off again over here,
andldid 1977, ‘78and ‘79, with McLaren
and BMW, and in 1981 as well having
missed 1980.""

Had David ever raced in Europe at all dur-
ing that time? The answer appeared to be:
very little. “IdidLe Mansin 1969to 1972
inrespectively GT40 (third), Porsche 917
(didn‘t finish), Ferrari 512 (didn't finish)
and Matra with Jabouille in second until

an hour before the end. Then I missed a
few years and went back in 1979 with
Derek in that awful Mirage, and then did
1981 with the EMKA BMW M1. But in
1974, | did some of F5000 championship
with Hogan in Europe, and we did win four
of the races that we did, But otherwise
I was rarely racing in Europe. | went to
South Africa on occasions, and places like
that, but | didn't do a lot of racing in
Europe.
“However, I've never stopped living in
Britain. I'd often thought about moving to
the States, but with my boys coming to
the end of their schooling, it didn’t really
make sense. Quite honestly, slipping
backwards and forwards from Englandis
almost the same as slipping from coast
to coast over here. But I'm now involved
in some business deals over here. | own
ashare of a BMW dealership in Houston,
and a Porsche/Audi/BMW dealership in
Monterey, California, and I'm about to
become involved in two or three other
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dealerships with the same guy— oddly
enough for the company 10 whom [ used
to be apprenticed. And of course, I started
doing the TV work in 1876, helping them
out with the Pocono 500 when CBS were
stuck for someone. | did some more races
for them that year, and then signeq‘a con-
trat which runs out at the end of this year.
But it's all renegotiable.”

Fitzpatrick, on the other hand, is a
rJ;;Z{i‘lve nzwcomer to the United Smtes
scene, although he has raced extensive-
ly in both the European Touring Car chamr
pionship, and the German Group Five
series. However, it was he who set up
home in San Diego. How had that come
about? “‘Well, I'd been coming over for
one or two races a year since the early
*70s, butin "78 and ‘79 1'd met Dick Bar-
bour at various races like Le Mans and
Watkins Glen and at the end of ‘79, he
asked me to do a full season with him in
IMSA plus some European races. At that
time, I'd been driving for Georg Loos in the

German and World Championship,
neither of which were very good, and |
reckoned that IMSA looked better, so it
seemed like the right thing to do at the
time. It was going to be a long term thing
with Dick. He lead me to believe that it
was going to be a three or four year deal
atleast. |came overin 1980and we won
virtually everything and we did well in
Europe as well, but then he ran out of
money at the end of the year. That left me
having a big re-think!

“‘So then I either had to find a drive with
someone else, or go back to Europe. But
it was also agood apportunity to start my
own team, which in the future | could
always run, even if | didn’t want to drive
myself. So that’s what | did, and this is
going to be my third year. I've been lucky
to find really good sponsorship, and ['ve
got a partner in the team who is also a
good sponsor. We've got a really good

programme this year. Our main pro-
gramme js with the Porsche 956in Europe
Plus some CanAm later.”

Before being attracted by Barbour to
move to San Diego, Fitz had lived in the
English Midlands where he played golf
with his many friends at a very high level,
and had considerable local business in-
terests. Was it a big wrench to leave?
”{Vo, notreally, because I’d been to San
Diego qr::ite a number of times, and we
were doing so well with the racing, it was
Justa very pleasant experience, Ob vious-
ly, there are things that | miss about
England, but there are so many other good
things to keep you occupied and they off-
set fhe things you miss. | keep telling
David andMargaret (Mrs Hobbs) this, and
! know if they came over and made the
move they‘d both be delighted. There are
Semany good'things about it, jt’s like sit-
ting here now: it's an outdoor life, 12
months of a year. It’s even better in‘San
D.'egp than here, because jt isn't so
humid. It's a nice way of life.”"

Iwondered what might have hay

: ppened
either oft_hern if they hadn’t cor:e to tl:g
States. Fitz spoke first, “Jt's difficult to

:::7 vm[rJ bhut.fr{on ‘tthink | could have done
i ; racing and | don't think | could
o dqne as well financially. If I'd have
Yedin England, Iwould have hadtore-
gfﬂﬂ my business interests fora farge part
¢ mwnco{ne. Here Irely on my motorrac-
Ing. | don't make millions, but | make a
nice living. My ideal s to carry on with the
team and even to race in other formulae
Where I'm notinvolved in driving myself.
1{ f;cps;‘ra geta CART team together next
ar,

David Hobbs came over a lot longer ago
of course, *// suppose | did well by com-
Ing over here to the States. | certainly
have made more money thanlwould have
donein Europe—there was never a lot of
money in F5000. In 1971 Carl and | won
the championship in F5000 over here and
we won $50,000 which was split fifty-
fifty and it kept getting better from then
on.

"“The two regrets that | have is that | got
it all wrong in ‘72 when | should have
driven the Porsche turbo CanAm car
which was offered to me when Donohue
fhurt himself, but | stuck to Lola. And in
‘73 | stuck to Carl Hogan when | should
have gone to Carl Haas for 5000 which
Brian Redman then won with Haas for
four years on the trot in the works car.
"“So | suppose racing over here probably
saved me. ldon‘t know if | could have kept
going at my level on European money. "
Fitz took up from there in support.
“There’s hardly any money inthe German
championship, and there’s no prize
money at all to speak of in the World
Championship. In America, it costs a lot
of money to go racing because of the
distances, the number of races and the
equipment. But out of the prize money.
youcan pay agooddriver, which at least
is half the battle. If you're running a
team—which lam now so llook at it from
both sides—if you run the team on an
average throughout the year, you ¢can get
insome money to pay agood driver. You
't do that in Europe.” ;
?'7 tqsraﬂ paydrives over there, "interjected
Hobbs. ‘It just so happens that the fM-
SA series is the worst gxamp.'e of rich kids
racing. There’s p;acncaﬂ,{' only two or
fessional teams. : ;
r;?{feﬁ;ﬁt on to explain his situation.
“'We're fortunate enoughto have a good

Fitz and David
Hobbs will be

ot 2 t and
campaigning their enough sponsor that | can go ou
Porsche 956 in employ drivers that | want to employ. |
the World canrunasecand ar for Derek and Jochen
Endurance here in Miami, without having to go out

i There's
ind someone with $25,000.
:defoubr that many of these teams are
having to do that.

Championship and
later a second car
in CanAm, while
taking part in

s h, " said Hobbs, “this race

selected events Oddgz.:f;fd prize money that all of a
with the 935 in ha;; n, drivers such as Harald Grohs and
IMSA. The S« dman are being employed. ** And
expensive 956 is B tinued, *there’s no doubt in my
currently being ;:,Z,; that every single IMSA race could

prepared in the fprize money. We get fan-

is.sort 0
team’s workshops "ff,g ?:lro was, | think IMSA could put up
in San Diego. i?wis of prize money forevery race and not

Former Formula the difference. The crowds

jice R
One driver Tim aust ;,:I;Z, inexcess of those in Europe,
Schenken is team he";mey pay a lot more to g!?t in, maybe
manager. :"; P eekend ticket, ————
(Photos: First Line

and B. Asset) 91



Fitz had mentioned earlier that he felt that
IMSA was going downhill, but it certain-
ly didn’t seem that way in Miami. “/f
every race was as good as thisrace, "’ said
John, “‘then it wouldn’t be going
downhill. But it got worse last year, they

gotless andlesscars. Thisisaflashinthe
pan. I've spoken with John Paul, he's
finished with IMSA. Bruce Leven is only
going to do three or four more races. Look
at Daytona three weeks ago, they had
about three decent cars. I'm glad Bob won
the race because he and his car were the
best there. It wasjust a shame that it had
to be overshadowed by Foyt and that
ruined it.""

We looked over the Miami harbour, and
| just wondered why they should want to
give up this easy life—picking up good
money in a pleasant setting—to struggle
with Italians at Monza, or be rained on at
Nurburgring. Fitz was looking forward to
it however. “/’'m really pleased to be go-
ing back to Europe with a competitive car
and my own team. | feel that it's an
achievement for me to go back with my
own team and a really good competitive
car, and to try and do well against those
works European teams. There’s no doubt
that the best cars and drivers in the world
are in Group C. There's fabulous line-up
and it’s going to be a real challenge.
However, there are things that | am not
looking forward to like the weather..."”
Hobbs chipped in, “/'m looking forward
to going with John because we had such
agoodexperience at Le Mans last year—
we couldn’t have hoped to do better than
comein behind those three works cars —
and we did the same at Brands Hatch. I'm
looking forward to driving in a real racing
car, and driving against some of the
world’s best established drivers, but also
against some pretty good young up-and-
comingdrivers like Johansson and Stefan
Bellof. It will be interesting for me to take
abenchmark against them to see just how
much | have deteriorated with agel | put
this face on every morning you know. |
don't really look like this at alll

“No, seriously, I really do like racing in
Europe. Ireally like the ambience, but then
llike racing here too. There are some ad-
vantages toracing in Europe: you certain-
ly get better Italian food in Italy than you
get here for example. But the sort of
things | do find tough to take is the at-
titude of officials, at Le Mans forinstance
and even at Monza they're a bit dodgy.
But I'm looking forward to it. There’s no
doubt about it, the standard of competi-
tion will be tougher,

Fitz had a word of praise for European cir-
cuits: “there s no doubt about it that the
tracks are far better in Europe. Most of the
tracks in the States are in terrible condi-
tion, incredibly rough.’” David was wor-
ried about marshalling during the Euro-
pean campaign. “Obviously in England
they're great, but it always worries me a
bit when you see marshals asleep at
places like Nurburgring and Le Mans. Mar-
shalling here is pretty good, but in England
it’s the best. But it does worry me a bit
when you re rushing down the Mulsanne
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John Fitzpatrick,
now 39, has built
up one of the best
teams in only 8
few years, but at
the same time, he
is still his own
number one driver:
{Photos: B. Asset
and First Line)
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beginni
busy for both F ginning to look pretty

itz and Hobbs. Th i
race the J. David Porsche 956 e.x :71'2

World Endurance championship from the
: W European base at
Silverstone, andthis car wil be joined by
a secon_d for the Le Mans round. Two
mechanics, and an old friend of John's,
David Prewitt, will spearhead the Euro-
pean operation, while most of the five
man United States team under Tim
Schenken will travel over ta help out for
the races. But both drivers have other
races planned. Fitz: “/'m going to do the
odd German championship race, possibly
including the Spa race so we can learn a
bit there. And then | hope todo one or two
CanAm races, and wemightruntwo cars
at one or two other races. But the World
Endurance is our main interest. I'm also
going to do five or six races with Tom
Walkinshaw in one of his Jaguar XJS cars
inthe European Touring car championship
which I'm quite looking forward to
because that last programme took an ear-
ly retirement. Wemightevenruna Jagga:
Group C if one became lava:!abfg. ; us
workshop facility in San Diegos fabulous
and we could certainly build a car ‘;':’5;:9' :
" John has got one of the best worl :v 050
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zisswmblqe his own team with his own
Iared% I m not terribly business orien-
i can’t see my self running my own

m. | like to be there when John says
Come and drive, and Ijust say "yes sir’ and
Jumpin. And at the end, | just take off my
Overalls and go and lie in the sun. Not like
having to worry about the car and team

as he has to. I'm one of life’s true
Wasters!"

Lunch had come and gone, the sun still
shane, and Fitz was now itching to get
away toa golf tournament where his good
friend Nick Faldo was playing. So, as a
final question, which race were they most
|Pnking forward to in Europe this year?
‘There's no doubt that the obvious one
todo well atis Le Mans, "’ said Fitz. “‘But
having tested the 956 in California, |
know that I'm just going to enjoy driving
it, it's such a fabulous car. I'm just look-
ing forward to all those races. | can’t say
I'm looking forward to the Nurburgring
with it, however much I love the race,
because [ think it will be such a handful
because it will be so fast with that hard
suspension. | hope that somewhere along
the line we can win one of these races.
It’s going to be hard against the factory
cars, they'll always have a bit more in
store.”
David, meanwhile, worried about the fuel
consumption problem, particularly with
so many competitive cars pushing one
another. ““We could have three or four
cars stopped out on the circuit at the end
of arace: out of fuel. But I'm looking for-
ward to driving against people like the
brilliant Bob and Stefan Johansson. The
race that | have a love-hate refarr‘ons{np
with is definitely the Nurburgring. I think
to do well there would be great, especially
as it's going to be the last race. I did the
Jast race at Pescara, 21 years ago, so |
might as well see the Ring out as welll |
hope | do better at the ‘Ring than | did at
Pescara because the thing blew up on the
first lap. | shall be really sorry to see the
‘Ring go because I think that is the ben-
chmark of race tracksinthe 25 years that
I've beenracing. If you can wina wetrace
at the ‘Ring, you can really pat yourself
on the back. I'm sort of looking forward
to the ‘Ring, and I'm sort of not, because
the caris fast. It ‘snot easy todrive. Ifyou
lose ground effect and air gets under it
waell... Hawkins, Dibley, Mark Donohue,
Brian... it'san end-m(e.r-epd job. But ob-
viously the one to win will be Le Mf_.ans.
And this (said with some sarcasm) will be
my 15th attempt.’ Just think if | hadn’t
j five years!” .
rg:qsdserﬂnw th’;re was just a final, qulc_k
question for Fitz. How !'nuch does a'i! this
cost? “'Well, it'salla bit unknown, _sald
the team manager and number one driver.
“| don't expect the 956 to cost as much
asthe 935 asthe engines should be a lot
cheaper, but travelling, hotels, food gas
mdfgadareah'mor! expensivein Europe.
So all in &ll, | guess that either an IMSA
serigs ora World Endurance series costs
around the same at $600,000". B
“And you know, what | find amazing, '
came the last wo_rc! from M. Hobbs, “is
that that keeps Niki Lauda employed un-
1il about Aprill” (m}

a3



Teams such as Porsche or Ferrari
would agree that it is impossible to
tackle two sophisticated program-
mes at once. At the beginning of
the sixties, Matra Sports, run by
Jean-Luc Lagardere, came to a |
similar conclusion, and
wound down their endurance
programme in favour of a For-
mula One campaign. This
made the Matra 660 the most
ephemeral and least suc- &
cessful sports car in the com-
pany’s nine years of racing.

THE HISTORY

&

by Didier Braiflon [SERE




THE HISTORY

he company’s sports car in-
volvment began with the
2000cc BRM-engined 620 in
1966, before the 4700cc
Ford-engined 630 was built in
1967. Matra built their own
V12—engined Berlinetta for the 1968
season, but after lots of Formula Two
success. The company was also looking
to Formula One. Ken Tyrrell was running
the Cosworth-engined MS10 while
Matra Sports were running their own
MS11 complete with MS11 engine.
At Le Mans in 1968, Henrl Pescarolo-
Johny Bervoz-Gavin were at one time
serious contenders for the lead, and this
encouraged Jean-Luc Lagardere to con-
centrate his team's efforts an endurance
racing. So in 1969, the latest MSBO
Grand Pirx cars were entrusted to Ken
Tyrrell. Powered by Cosworth engines,
they carried Jackie Stewart and Jean-
Pierre Beltoise to first and fifth in the
World Championship respectively. The

Below: cutaway drawing of the
660 as in the Paris 1000 kms in
1970 where Brabham-Cevert (inset
right) drove it to its only win.
Right: the 660’s last outing was in
testing for Le Mans in 1972 when
it was driven by Francois Cevert.
Drawing: Robert Roux.

(Photos: DPPI)

endurance programme, meanwhile, was
particularly full, leading to a completely
revised 630 with spyder bodywork and
known as the 630/650.
A little later, an entirely new monocoque
was built which became the real Matra
650. An attractive body shape and a shrill
engine note made this car a favourite
with fans. At Le Mans, a 630 Berlinetta,
two 630/650s and a 650 were entered,
the latter, driven by Jean-Pierre Beltoise-
Piers Courage finished fourth after mak-
ing contact and being delayed by a
backmarker when it had a very real
chance of winning.
But at the end of the year, Lagardere
changed the team's direction: Formula
One was the priority in 1970. Lagardere
wanted V12 engines to be fitted to his
chassis, but Ken Tyrrell wanted to use
Cosworth engines, so he bought March
701s instead, leaving Matra to tend their
own pair of MS120s, and more impor-
tantly, to develop their engines for For-
mula One use. So Gerard Ducarouge,
Jean-Francois Robin, Georges Martin,
Bernard Boyer and Bruno Morin were
forced to abandon their Le Mans pro-
gramme. One new car was built for Le
Mans in 1970 where it made its debut:
the 660 supported by two of the previous
year's 650s. But all three cars suffered
piston ring failure and they had ig-
nominiously retired before the new car
had had time to show its true potential.
o




THE HISTORY

After this failure in front of the home
crowd, Matra decided to try and put
things right and entered two 660s in the
Paris 1000kms, traditionally held at
Montlhéry at the end of the season. Jean
Pierre Beltoise-Henri Pescarolo were
showing everyone a clean pair of heels
in their short-tailed version when a
transmission problem robbed them of vic-
tory shortly before the finish. This let
Jack Brabham-Francois Cevert into the
lead in their normal long-tailed Le Mans
version, and they duly took the che-
quered flag.

Jean-Luc Lagardere had been disap-
pointed not to have had more success in
Formula One, and he attempted to place
some of the responsibility on the drivers,
sacking Henri Pescarolo and hiring New
Zealander Chris Amon to lead Jean-Pierre
Beltoise in MS120s for the 1971 season.
The endurance season was cut right
back, just three races being planned with
one car at each: Buenos Aires 1000kms,
Le Mans 24 hours and Paris 1000kms.
But it was a dramatic and sad start to the
season. Beltoise’s ex-Montlhery short-
tailed 660 ran out of petrol in the first
race at Buenos Aires. The driver was try-
ing to push it back to the pits, and as he
was pushing it across the track, Ignazio
Giunti crashed into the back of the Matra.
Fortunately Beltoise had jumped out of
the way, but the ltalian was killed.

The two works drivers, Beltoise and
Amon, shared a long-tailed 660 at Le
Mans that year. Matra played it safe by
detuning the engine to a mere 420 bhp
at 10,500 rpm. The car weighed 660
kilos and featured an integral roll-over
bar. The two drivers were in an excellent
second position when the fuel system
broke six hours from the end. As the For-
mula One engine wasn't going too well,
an extra sports car race was added, the
300 kms d’Auvergne at the Charade cir-
cuit in France, but Gerard Larrousse, in
a short-tailed, 625 kilo version could on-
ly finish third.

Beltoise and Amon teamed up together

in October for the Paris 1000 kilometers.

They had a new and lighter car fitted with
a rear engine cover which a ‘chopped’

lood and an air box. But part of the dif-
ferential broke.

Lagardere was no longer confident that
his V12 engine could win in Grand Prix
racing, so he laid off Jean-Pierre Beltoise
who went off to win the Monaco Grand
Prix for BRM the following year. Chris
Amon would drive the sole Formula One
car. However, endurance racing again
figured prominently in Matra‘s program-
mes, particularly Le Mans. The team
began work developing a new 670, and
in April 1970, the 660 made its last
outing as a test bed for various parts
destined for the 670. These included
three different tail shapes: extra-short,
pedalo-type and one fitted with high side
fins. Francois Cevert was the driver, Two
months later, a genuine 670 driven by
Graham Hill and Henri Pescarolo won Le
Mans. The following year, the team hav-
ing totally abandoned any thoughts of
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Formula One, won Le Mans again and the
World Champion of Makes, a feat
repeated in 1974 before the team decid-
ed to quit racing as constructors. The
660 was probably one of the more
forgettable Matra sports cars, and few
people will remember it with affection.
But one man in Australia will no doubt
smile in its memory. The retired World
Champion, Jack Brabham posted the
final victory of his distinguished career in
the 660.

RACE RESULTS

Above: another view of the 660 as
it was in test trim in 1972, driven
by Francois Cevert (N° 12). It is
fitted with rear bodywork with high
tail fins which was later fitted to
the 670, Below: the short-tailed
660 which ran at the Buenos Aires
1000 kms in 1971 when Bsh‘aise_
ran out of fuel and Ignazio Giunti
was killed when he ran into the
back of stationary Matra.

{Photos: DPPI)

Race . Drivers P i Result
Le Mans 24hrs 1970 Beltoise-Pescarolo| 21st |Ret/Piston rin
A g
paris 1000kms 1970 Beltoise-Pescarolo| 1st  |4th (Ret/transmission)
3 Brabham-Cevert 3rd 1st
Buenos Aires 1000kms 1971 Beltoise-Jabouille 6th |Ret/Accident
Le Mans 24 hrs 1971 Beltoise-Amon 15th  |Ret/fuel system
Auyergna 300kms 1971 Larrousse 1st  |3rd
Paris 1000kms 1971 Beltoise-Amon 2rd  |Ret/Differential

14 issues for £ 19.00
inclusive of postage
and packing.
This offer is valid for
UK readers only.
Overseas rates on
application.
Payment by cheque
or postal order
(UK sterfing only) to:

Grand Prix Publications

Oakfield house
Perrymount road

| Haywards heath
| West Sussex.




Wherever excellence is a way of life, the swing 1s to Rothmans KingSize!
Rothmans extra length, finer filter and the best tobaccos money.can buy
give you true King Size flavour. Rothmans King Size really satisfies.

THE GREATEST NAME IN CIGARETTES




