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REPORT BY PROTECT JADAR AND RADJEVINE / ZAŠTITIMO JADAR I RAĐEVINU

Dear Secretariat of the Berne Convention,

We are obliged to share with you with the information on the current state of the “Jadar”
project, regarding the report to our Complaint.

Since our previous communication, the Government of the Republic of Serbia has
not been acting like someone who cancelled the “Jadar” project including all the documents
related to it. On the contrary, the Government is trying, both directly and indirectly, to
revive the “Jadar” project, in a very perfidious way, both through the actions of the Prime
Minister and relevant ministers, and the President of the Republic Aleksandar Vucic, and
through the public appearances of certain experts[1] connected to the Government or the
company.

On several occasions, almost during each address to the nation, the President of the
Republic, Aleksandar Vučić, mentions and expresses regret that the “Jadar” project was
cancelled. Addressing the public on the national television service from January 4th, 2023[2]
President Vučić even promised a referendum on lithium (even though the referendum in
Serbia no longer has a census) while speaking about the subject that is already regulated by
domestic and international laws, and conventions which the president himself persistently
ignores. In this address, as in many others, he insulted the activists and the people who
stood for the suspension of the “Jadar” project.
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Newly appointed Minister of Mining and Energy, Dubravka Đedović, stated on the
November 4th, 2022 that it is necessary to "consider how to use domestic lithium reserves"
[3], and on December 29th, 2022[4] she openly declared that the Government of the
Republic of Serbia will decide on lithium, forgetting that the Government of the Republic of
Serbia has already made a decision on it on January 20th, 2022 when the "Jadar" project
was cancelled by the decree with legal force.

          Prime Minister of the Republic of Serbia, Ana Brnabić, during almost every address in
the media, makes statements that the "Jadar" project will be reconsidered[5].

At the regional meeting and conference "Look up"[6] dedicated to the green agenda
and the circular economy on December 7th and 8th, 2022 to which our association "Protect
Jadar and Radjevina"[7] was invited as a participant, at the opening of the conference,
Minister of Environmental Protection Irena Vujović as well as the president of the Serbian
Chamber of Commerce, Marko Čadež, stated that lithium is a great opportunity for Serbia.

On December 15th, 2022 Jakob Stausholm, one of the CEOs of Rio Tinto, stated that
the company has not given up on the "Jadar" project[8]. In addition, the company
advertised for positions in Serbia[9] in January 2023, as did the company Bechtel, also
recruiting employees for the "Jadar" project[10].

The request for the exploitation field that the company requested from the Ministry
of Mines and Energy has not yet been approved, but it has not been rejected neither and it
still stands as an active request.

The authority given by the Roads of Serbia to the Rio Sava exploration to change the
route of the Loznica-Valjevo regional road has not yet been withdrawn.

      It is symptomatic that not a single law firm from Serbia, NGO or citizen's association has
approached any international institution such as Secretariat of the Bern Convention
probably out of fear that projects like "Jadar" could actually be stopped. We get the
impression that most NGOs and associations are satisfied with the status quo, that is, that
projects like the one mentioned last as long as possible without a real epilogue. So, in
Serbia, the high corruption is on the scene, as we mentioned in the last report and the
aforementioned actors confirmed by reviving the “Jadar” project. We would like to inform
you that in the last three years, since the fight against the "Jadar" project has been going
on, not a single domestic institution (judiciary, prosecutor's office, inspections and similar
bodies) has responded to any application, lawsuit, or complaint related to the issue
submitted so many times by many, including us.

The company Rio Sava Exploration, a subsidiary of Rio Tinto in Serbia, in cooperation
with some representatives of the professional public, representatives of the government
and some NGOs and associations of the civil sector, is exerting pressure on public opinion,
in order to create the impression that everything is over, i.e. that the implementation of the
"Jadar" project is inevitable, even though all the arguments are against it. In support of this
statement are the job advertisements of the companies Rio Tinto and Bechtel, which clearly
advertise that they are hiring employees to work on the "Jadar" project. The company
insists on completing the Feasibility Study, which not only is not needed for anything and
anyone now because the project has been officially cancelled, but to, as we have already
stated, to create false public opinion. An additional question arises concerning the
Feasibility study, as to where the study had been before the adoption of the Spatial Plan of
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the Special Purpose Area for the "Jadar" project and the adoption of other supporting
documents, on the basis of which all other documents were approved in the first place, if
that study was neither completed nor available to the public. From all of the above it is
clear that the study has not been completed even today. From reliable sources close to the
association, we learn that both the Feasibility Study and the Environmental Impact
Assessment Study have been completed, but that they are not even remotely able to meet
the requirements of preserving biodiversity and the environment, and that for these
reasons they were never presented to the public.

This constant insistence, which has been going on for a full year since the
cancellation of the "Jadar" project, with the media's most often biased reporting, exerts
constant pressure on the people of Serbia, especially on the people living in Jadar and
Radjevina, violating many of our rights guaranteed by law, bringing us to a situation where
we live in fear every day, not having the possibility of peaceful enjoyment in our homes, the
possibility of planning for the future and so on.

Taking into account the decisions of the COP15[11] United Nations Summit that was
held in Montreal in December 2022 and in which the Republic of Serbia also
participated[12], we consider and hope for your help to protect the rich biodiversity of
Jadar, Radjevina and its surroundings for the benefit of entire humanity, and Nature as a
separate entity that has its own Rights.

If you any of the above should be clarified, we will make a statement at your request.
Considering that we are the only complainant on the ground every day as a local
association and as residents of Jadar and Radjevina, and the only one in a situation where
we can continuously assess the situation and have valid information, while we have not
been in a situation to establish any communication with the other co- complainants for a
long time, we ask you, as last time, that you inform us directly of everything that happens
regarding this Complaint, so that we can act in a timely manner.

Once again, we repeat that your decision regarding our Complaint and the
arguments submitted in the Complaint is very important to us. Since we have no contact
with the other co- complainants, as we previously informed you about, we are obliged to
repeat, for the sake of clear and precise communication, that we are not represented in
this proceeding by anyone but ourselves.

REPORT BY EARTH THRIVE, EARTH LAW CENTER

January 2023

Bern Convention - Complaint No. 2021/07 - Serbia-lithium mine in the Jadar Valley

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute with our Report on the status of the Jadar
lithium mine project in Serbia.
First, we would like to confirm that, officially and to publicly available knowledge at
least, the key licences and procedures for the project have been ‘terminated’ or
‘revoked,’ however, as we shall show, the project has not been annulled in its entirety
as the Government has publicly stated. In the response by the Ministry for
Environmental Protection to the Secretariat of the Bern Convention dated 27 January
2022 (T-PVS/Files(2022)16) is listed a series of acts that have been terminated,
however it appears that there are several key outstanding matters:
1. Request for approval of exploitation field, which was declared as “ongoing”

procedure in the Ministry response to the Secretariat. Two requests for access to
info of public importance to the Ministry of Mining and Energy were submitted

https://marssadrine.org/en/
https://marssadrine.org/en/
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concerning this procedure by Mars sa Drine, one on May, 04th and October, 05th
2022.

1  Answer: May, 11th 2022.
“The company Rio Sava submitted the "Request for the approval of exploitation
field no. 3” on January, 06th 2021. process still in progress.” (Appendix 1, the part
quoted is highlighted in red.)
Along with this there is also a map of coordinates of e.p.3.
2nd Answer: October, 10th, 2022.
To their question: Is the procedure concerning the "Request for the approval of the
exploitation field no. 3”, from January 06th 2021. suspended?
Answer was: Upon inspection of the official documentation of the Ministry of Mining
and Energy, it was established that the procedure is ongoing.
(Appendix 2, the part quoted is highlighted in red.)
We attach the said documents as evidence. (Appendix 1)

2.   Permit for “engineering-geological exploration” of water given to Rio Sava (Rio
Tinto’s local branch) in the area directly south of the “exploitation field” (the area
according to the Spatial Plan would include the mine and a processing plant), is still
marked as active, according to the public registry of the Ministry of Mining and
Energy of the Republic of Serbia, as of the most recent update of the database (30
December 2022). Screenshot attached. (Appendix 3)

3.  Given that the state-owned road company Putevi Srbije (Serbia Roads), granted Rio
Sava a power of attorney, we have a well-founded suspicion that they did the same
for the construction of gas pipelines, transmission lines, and railroads.
The Power of Attorney was granted before the project was “terminated,”, however,
it states that it is valid until the ‘licence to build’ has been issued -which means it is
still a valid document given that no licence to build anything has been granted yet -
to our knowledge.
We believe that it would be good to present our doubts to the Secretariat, so you
could ask the State of Serbia if they have granted Rio Sava authorization for any/all
of the above, considering that they did so for the road construction.
We attach the said document as a proof. (Appendix 4)

4.   Local movement Ne damo Jadar has alerted that a number of plots of land have
been registered at the Cadastre on the name of Rio Sava in 2022, even after the
official termination of the Spatial Plan, EIA and related procedures. It is unclear on
which legal basis the company would continue to acquire land, since it is the Spatial
Plan that altered the purpose of the land plots from agricultural to construction. By
the decision from April 19, 2022, the Republic Geodetic Authority has returned the
purpose of the plots of land under the previous Spatial Plan from construction to
their original uses (Agricultural, Forest, Pasture, Housing).
This should be further investigated.

5.   It has been documented that company Bechtel, one of the contractors, has been
collecting Expressions of interest for water waste processing plant for the project
Jadar. The civil society was alerted about an e-mail circulated internally on August 8,
2022, months after the supposed ‘termination’ of the project. Further to that, it
appears that Bechtel is currently advertising for the position of a ‘Mine Area
Manager,’ “with an initial assignment supporting the Jadar Project.” (Page archived
on 30 January 2023)
We attach the said screenshots as evidence. (Appendix 5)

To this should be added that, in the media, political sphere and especially on the
ground however, there are noticeable works going on in the background which give us
reasonable doubt that those are all in preparation for the project to be reinstated and
the mine to be opened in due course.

st
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The company has repeatedly declared that they are still interested in the project and
“exploring all the options,” and the CEO has as recently as December 2022 claimed
that “we haven’t given up.” (Reuters) The President of the Republic of Serbia has
multiple times over the year commented that supposed “termination” of the project
by the Government was a mistake, effectively increasing the pro-mining rhetoric as
the time goes on. (Istinomer) It seems that the public is being prepared for another
push to approve the project, and that instead of ‘terminating’ the project, as the Prime
Minister officially announced in January 2022, Project Jadar has rather been put ‘on
hold.’
Therefore, as we claim in our original Complaint, there is an ongoing threat to the flora
and fauna species and wild habitats in the region from this mining project.

APPENDIX 1

COMMUNICATION OF THE MINISTRY OF MINING AND ENERGY

https://www.reuters.com/article/rio-tinto-lithium-serbia-idUSKBN2SY22N
https://www.istinomer.rs/analize/kuvanje-javnosti-jer-litijum-je-opet-na-stolu/
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APPENDIX 2

COMMUNICATION OF THE MINISTRY OF MINING AND ENERGY

APPENDIX 3

PUBLIC REGISTRY OF THE MINISTRY OF MINING AND ENERGY OF THE

REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
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APPENDIX 4
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POWER OF ATTORNEY

APPENDIX 5
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR WATER WASTE PROCESSING PLANT AND

JOB VACANCY.
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[1] Many of them, including some academics and experts from the University of Belgrade, advocated for the introduction of a

moratorium on the "Jadar" project after the cancellation of the project, despite the loud protests of the local communities.

[2] https://www.danas.rs/vesti/politika/vucic-zao-mi-je-sto-nije-bilo-referenduma-za-litijum-da-ga-je-bilo-opozicija-bi-izgubila/

[3]https://balkangreenenergynews.com/rs/djedovic-priroritet-reforma-energetskog-sektora-razmotriti-kako-da-se-iskoristi-litijum/

[4] https://www.rtv.rs/sr_lat/ekonomija/djedovic-energetskim-preduzecima-potreban-profesionalni-menadzment_1404094.html
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[5]https://www.tanjug.rs/ekonomija/srbija/2883/brnabic-treba-nam-siroka-javna-rasprava-o-litijumu-nema-privatizacije-eps-a/vest

[6]https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxv8FcftnVA&ab_channel=Blic

[7]https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQevlpFIOTQ&ab_channel=Blic

[8]https://www.reuters.com/article/rio-tinto-lithium-serbia-idUKL1N33436F

[9] https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/3436152187

[10] https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/3431712188

    https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/3429265917

[11]https://www.cbd.int/article/cop15-cbd-press-release-final-19dec2022

[12] https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=461894956113729&id=100068796866473&mibextid=Nif5oz
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