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Attimes we've all felt the urge to drive
faster than we should.

But the owner of aManta GT/F needs
to resist the temptation all the more,

The fuel injected cam-in-head engine
can take you from 0-60in just 8.9 seconds,

Thenitcan go on toreachamaximum
of 120 miles per%lour.

And as for handling, both the front

LE

and rear suspension are as finely tun(jd as
theen gine. The GT/E boasts up rated 1}“(“‘[
and rear springs controlled by gas filled
shock absorbers.

And the 195/60HR ultra low profile
Hres on 6Jx14-alloys give an iron grip on
he road, i

(Perfect for rallying you may think,
and we'd have to agr{e.%\ terall,the GT/E

PERFORMANCE F 1083 PRICES CORRECTAT TiME

HURES FROM EXECUTIVE CAR AUTUMN

ALLYOU NEED IS

is derived from the famous World Rally
Championship Manta 400).

Distinctive styling makes the Manta
look even meaner than the price.

Colour keyed front and rear spoilers
match the flared door sills, which blend into
the rear wheel arches.

And inside there are Recaro front
seats which hug your body to give even

30ING TO PRESS, INCLUDE CAR TAX.AND VAT, DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES ARE EXTRA.

£,7600
CONTROL.

greater support for faster cornering.

The Manta range starts from a mere
£6728 for the GT, £7585 for the Coupé
you see above and £7821
for the GT/E Hatchback. & GM '@‘

Tempting isn’tit? RESOORCES O GENEAAL BTG

OPEL MANTA GT/E.

Better. By Design.
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§ At the ripe old age of 48 Jaguar
\ driver Claude Ballot Lena was
! not the oldest participant at this

rhie'rry Boutsen will be taking |
part in the Group A Francor-
champs 24 Hours at the wheel of
a Brun Motorsport BMW 633,

'\-an Capelli hopes to compete
in the last three rounds of the
CART championship in a Mo |
Nunn Ensign Theodore.

————y

Pe!e‘r Gethin who left March |
for the FI Toleman team is ap
free agent once again. He in-|
tends to create his own FJUOGI
team. (

|
f
1S

Jarr Lammers present at Indi- [
anapolis revealed that he would |
like 1o compete in the CART!
series in which fellow Dutchman
Luyendijk is already taking part.
He has been discussing the mai- [
ter with the Sherman Armstrong
team and if he gets a contract the :
Jformer Fi driver will race their i
March 85C/ Cosworth. [

t

Lurs—Erik Thorp the young s
Swedish rallyman has signed on f
with the official Nissan team to |,
drive a 240 RS at the New Zea- |
Land Rally from June 27 - July 3. |

rhe organisers of the New York
Grand Prix scheduled for Sep-
tember 22 have finally asked E
FISA to postpone their event |
until next year.

uFord competitions director Mike
Kranefuss has revealed publically f
that the Fl Lola Beatrice 1o be
driven by Alan Jones later this
season will be powered by a Ford
V6 turbo designed by Ford-USA
in close association with Cos-
worth-England. Ulira-light and [
compact it is hoped that the An-
glo American turbo engine will
be ready for Jones to race at his
home Adelaide G P on November
3rd, Lola Beatrice have signed a
two-year contract with the Amer-
ican constructor to supply them
with their motor.

vear’s Le Mans 24 Hours but he
holds the record for the number
of starts. This year’s marathon
race was his 20th consecutive at-
tempt at the title. He has won
twice at the Spa-Francorchamps
24 Hours and at Daytona but
neverin France. His best placing
was a 3rd at the wheel of a
Porsche 935 in 1977, Better luck
next time!

PIRONI BACK IN A F1!

Miracles do happen! Didier Pi-
roni was invited to get behind
the wheel of the Williams FW08
with which Rosberg clinched the
World Title in 1982 by motor
sport enthusiast Jean Snetton
(Pioneer) at his private track in

- the Parisian suburbs.

It was ironical that the first FI
racing car Didier should try af-
ter his horrific accident on
August 8, 1982 during testing
for the German GP, was the one
which took the World Crown he
was in contention for. The Fer-
rari driver whom everyone be-
lieved would winthe Champion-
ship received severe leg injuries

PORTLAND
500 MILES

Mario Andretti won at the Port-
land 500 Miles, round four of
the Indy Championship. It was
the American’s third victory of
the season, Danny Sullivan put
in the fastest qualifying time and
Andretti the 4th.

Sullivan led the race for four
laps until he was forced 1o retire
with chronic steering problems,
By mid-distance Bobby Rahal
was in control of proceedings
and after 20 laps he, too, had to
pull out when his engine develop-
ed an oil leak.

Thereafter Andretti and Al Un-
ser Jr passed and repassed each
other as they both fought for
command, Andretti finally took
the lead 20 laps from the che-
quered flag and progressively
builtup asolid lead on his young-
er opponent. Former Fl driver
Emerson Fittipaldi finished 3rd.
Mario Andretti now has a total
of 45 Formula Indy wins to his
credit and looks set to break the
50-wins record. He is presently
leading the Championship with
81 points against Sullivan’s 47,

and was lucky to escape ampuy.-
tation.

Didier Pironi has always an-
nounced his firm intention (see
GPI’s Post Bag issue N092) 1o
return to Fl. After the testing
session in early June, he said
that he had a little difficulty with
the foot pedals but was other-
wise more than satisfied. The
Frenchman has often declared
that he will only make his come-
back to Fl the day he feels he
could legitimately hope to be-
come the World Champion. He
is the one who will decide and |
GPI will keep you informed.

B A B P SO %

F1 TALKS

The FI commission got together
at Montreal to discuss various
points in preparation for the
FISA Executive Committee mee-
ting to be held on June 24. This
year’s F| calendar was one of
the eighteen topics on the agen-
aas a result of the almost defi- ‘

nite cancellation of the New York
Grand Prix which was due to be
held on Septembre 22, To all in-
tents and purposes it will be re-
placed by a European Grand
Prix at Brands Hatch during the
same weekend. The Americans
declare that they will be unable
to create a track in time for FI-
SA’s inspection 60 days before
the event itself.

As for the postponed Belgian
Grand Prix, it should be wedged
in to take place on September

| §
15, between the Italian and Euro- | &
| peanrounds. Three Grands Prix |

in three weeks! Renault, for one,
are going to be pleased — they'll
have some eighty V6 engines to
prepare for the four teams they
supply! Since the Belgian event
was only suspended, qualifying
on the new weekend will official-
ly begin on Saturday morning as
the first session which took place
on May 31 at Spa will count for
establishing the starting grid or-
der. It's unlikely that drivers will
improve on the fastest lap times.
The Ardennes weather at that
time of the year is always a little
uncertain. Anyway, at least
Alain Prost should be able to
qualify...

MONROES WINS
AT INDY

Monroe’s overwhelming super-
fority at the “brickyard” was
demonstrated again on May 26,
when the Indianapolis 500 race
went to a car equipped with
Monroe shock absorbers for the |
21st time in 26 years, i
Winner Danny Sullivan drove
his March Cosworth round the
oval at an average speed of
152.982 mph,

There were twenty-two Monroe-
equipped cars at the start. Two
finished in the first three and six
in the top ten,

RESULTS

1. Mario Andretti (Lola Cos-
worth) 200 miles/320 km at an
average speed of 172.950
kph/108.1 mph. 2, Al Unser Jr
(Lola Cosworth), 3. Emerson
Fittipaldi (March Cosworth), 4.
Al Unser St (March Cosworth),
5. Kevin Cogan (March Cos-
worth), ete.

ARNOUX/TOLEMAN
HOAX

T'he Italian press’s hopes for an
Arnoux/ Toleman marriage
have been founded on thin air.
Toleman team manager Peter
Gethin declared, “We would be
only too pleased if René Arnoux
Joined our team. Unfortunately,
though, somebody has been
spreading rumours and we ha-
ven'teven been in touch with the
Frenchman.”

Y
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WOLLEK JINXED

Bob Wollek loves Endurance
racing more that most. He has
competed in the world famous
French 24-hour event 15 times,
finishing 2nd in 1978. He has
driven for the official Alpine,
Matra, Porsche and Lancia
teams but has never actually
won. “When [ left Kremer at the
end of 1978,” reminisced Bob,
“they won the following year. I
left Joest when the 1983 season
closed and they won in 1984
They asked me if I'd like to race
with them again this year and |
refused. And they won!" If the
Frenchman signs with some
other team for next year Lancia

| may at last pocket the title...

THE SPA
DILEMMA

Perhaps prematurely, Fleet Streef screamed
that rﬁe disgraceful state of the Spa-Fran-
corchamps circuit somehow displayed mo-
torsport’s inability to run itself. While there is
no doubt that the Spa authorities, in resurfac-
ing their circuit so close to the date of the
Belgian Grand Prix, broke the rules both of
FISA and of common sense, enquiries may
show that the resurfacing operation was de-
liberately concealed from FISA.
In fact, one encouraging factor of the Spa
farce was FISA’s recognition of the anxieties
of the twenty four out of twenty six F1 driv-
ers present who believed that it would be
dangerous to wait until Sunday before decid-
ing whether the track was fit to let the race
o ahead. What a contrast with Barcelona
in 1975, when officials of the CSI (as it then
was) stood by and allowed the Spanish
authorities to blackmail the drivers into rac-
ing on a circuit which, like Spa, was clearly
not in conformity with the CSI's own rules.
It was surprising, however, that FISA permit-
ted the powerful F3000 cars to try and puf on
a show in place of the Fls. Technically, the
F3000s were competing in a separate race
meeting. Nevertheless, while their shorter
event may have provided a small remaining
number of spectators with something to
watch, it could never have been a real race.
Furthermore, the decision to let it go ahead
would have been difficult to justify after-
wardsif there had been a serious accident on
the crumbling track.
By allocating a September date to Spa for a
re-run of its Grand Prix, FISA undoubtedly let
the circuit off the hook as far as its many
potential creditors were concerned. It seem-
ed paradoxical that Brands Hatch, which is
ready and willing to stage what will surely
be an excellent European Grand Prix on Sef-
tember 22, should fave been penalised by
FISA’s ruling at Spa’s postponed race take
priority. Questions now may be asked whe-
ther this was done in response to pressure
exerted by Fl’s Constructors’ Association,
which was involved commercially as the
promoter of the Spa event.
Our sport is indeed very far from being per-
fectly organised, and F1 would be greatly
enhanced if FISA insisted on a calendar and
circuit inspections that were fixed well in ad-
vance. Meanwhile, FISA deserves all the cri-
ticisms it gets for allowing itself to be implicat-
ed in nonenses like Dallas last year and
illusive events like the New York Grand Prix,
on circuits that don’t even exist.
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

MONOCOQUE

For the monocoque of the first
purpose-built turbo-
Grand

of the previous 012
Courtauldscarbon fibre

from solid, absorb all the front

suspension and steering loads.
| v
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8
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and similar in operation 1o the
front except that the curv
damper control tracks mount
directly to the gearbox c
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T'yres are by Goodyear.
BRAKES
Carbon disc brakes and pads by
Automotive Products are uti-
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calipers directly fixed to the g
box housing,

STEERING

A Tyrrell-designec and
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housing and an aluminium alloy
universal joint in the sleering
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ENGINE
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Spark plugs by Champion, Wir-

TRANSMISSION

The transmission isacompletely
new Tyrrell 6-speed g
designed tosuit the requirements
of the Renault

sign was derived from an e
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developed by Tyrrell during
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ENGINE COOLING

Main engine cooli; 1 is achieved
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5% mounted in the sidepods

!)Lh:m:l the radiators, Oilcooling
18
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GPs), Tyrrell added. “We have
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Invitation to live a legend.

A name. More than anything else the name of a man whose

genius and passion have made ii
beauty today. The mastery of ma

tthe symbol oftechnology and
terial and design thatallows us

tosay Artand Automobile in the same breath,

A team of designers and technicians, associated with Ferrari's

engineers, have developed a li

ne of attractive new products,

outstanding in style and materials,

Ferrariwatches.

The new Ferrari watches Present an ensemble of exclusive
Components that have revolutionised the world of relaxed,
sporty watches. Round dial on asymmetric case. Elegant, ex-

clusive ‘Formula grey” lining,

The collection features three for;
personality.

mulas, each with its distinctive

Available at: Harrods, Harvey Nichols, Selfridges

and other leading stores

—

@ City line;

Waterproof leather wristband. Al

wristband,
@ Marine line:

80 in solid gold with leather

Identified by its wristband of vulcanised rubber, a new wrist-
band material, and its off-centre red and yellow interlinks.

@®Sportline;

Formula grey steel wristband with gold-plated interlinks,
Alsoin solid gold case with solid gold wristband.

A palette of innovative dial faces gives the Ferrari watch its
sporty, thoroughbred stamp,

All models feature a

to 30 m(3 ATU).

quartz movement and are water-resistant

Inspired by the history of the forms and colours of the brand in

all the Ferrari Formula creations,

Longlive the legend!

FEFFIF




Helen Stewart, wife of the Scot who won
his third world championship in 1973,
made a rare (and pretty) appearance in
. the Elf Press hospitality enclosure at a
recent Grand Prix. Before any of the
assembled hacks could compliment La
Belle Héléne on how she had changed
not at all over the years, she smiled and
beat us to the gun. “You know, "'she said
wickedly, “everything in racing is differ-
ent since Jackie retired. The teams, the
cars and the engines. The only thing
that's still the same is you lot. The same
faces among the Press, just the hair get-
ting a little greyer..."”"
Well, after an absence of almost twelve
months, the Graffiti column has chang-
ed a bit, too. GPl has come under New
Management, so too has this column, Its
origins date back to what we now refer
to as the Expensive Era of the maga-
zine, Which Could Not Last. The co-
lumn's title itself (see above) was design-
ed by a Frenchman, who would Ez:e
astonished to learn that his work has
since been immortalized in red neon
outside a spaghetti joint called Graffiti
in Melbourne, Australia. And most of
the names that you will remember from
the Era That Could Not Last have mov-

ed on.
Ex-editor Braillon, always a glutton for
hard work, is now writing incredibly de-
tailed press releases about the technical
features of Skoal Bandit RAMs }and he
still can't spell John Macdonald's sur-
name). Asset continues to photograph
racing cars so beautifully and so dis-
craeny that no one ever nofices he was
there. By contrast, Botsford, long of hair
and dark of hat, fills Press Rooms every-
where with hysterical laughs that we on-
ly hear on practice days, because the

10

Sunday Times (his paper) reports quali-
fying, never the race results. This quaint
approach means that ST readers still
don't officially know whether it was
Prost or Lauda who won the 1984 world
championship...
Since this coil:mn, in its brief first incar-
nation, was shaped by Keith Botsford in
his personal style, let's stay on the sub-
ject. As he will tell you, Bottie only goes
to the races for light relief between
exercising his many other talents. inter
alig, these include writing powerful, and
anonymous, works of detective fiction.
He has, however, consented to have his
name put alongside that of Keke Ros-
berg on the cover of "'Keke", their long-
awaited biogru$hical co-production. My
colleague Eoin Young, who was favour-
ed with a review copy, wrote that it is
good read, with a generous 50 per cent
of its content devoted to the life and
views of the 1982 world champion. Bot-
tie himself has asked me to commend
Keketo GP| readers: it s being peddled
b'e( Hutchinson af (he thinks) £8.95.

eke has already collaborated in the
writing of a book about himself, much of
it culled from the letters and messages
which he sent to his father in his gypsy
days between 1974 and 1978 when he
was. %lobe-irohing with American en-
trant Fred Opert (“Have crazy Finn and
Formula Atlantic Che vron, Will Travel”)
Notso many years before. Rosberg and
his old man used to 1ruver?housc:nds of
milesfogether racing karts, so they have
a particularly close relationship ‘which
!A’I“ fo[c.! is reflected in this earlier book,
l::él-:Ts available only in Finnish and

With the new book, oo, K
a close inferest, “f've }o:b'ell:i;usk;rl

tence in it," he told me at Spa. “More
precisely,” he added, “/'ve changed
every sentence in it! In fact the final edit-
ing session lasted three hours over the
phone between Helsinki and London
starting at half past midnight."
Monaco is not my favourite race on the
calendar, due entirely to the rapacity of
the hoteliers and restaurateurs, all des-
cendants of the pirates and brigands
who colonised the Principality a few
hundred years ago. A modest hotel
near the railway station demanded no
less than £255, their minimum five-
night fee, for the two days that my wife
wished to share my hotel room. They
didn't even have the good grace to haul
down the skull and crossbones whenwe
decided instead to stay in Nice (equally
modest, but only £18 a night, and the
concierge didn't have a parrot on his
shoulder).

There was a man at Monaco with a ra-
dar gun pointed at the exit of the tunnel
whossaid he'd clocked Eddie Cheeverat
180mph. Like most of the figures record:
ed by such devices, the Alfa’s muzzle
velocity sounded far-fetched. Then 2
was confirmed by one of the spee
traps operated by an F1 team. Judgind
from these speeds, and from the hurun'l"
scarums during the race that sent whee's
flying dangerously close to all thos®
punters in their grandstands, Mond<e
as a circuit is going to need a major
security re-think soon. Maybe the AU
mobile Club will even come to the CO"’
clusion that Bernie and the Brits W"!
right in 1979/1980 when they forec®
that French insistence on *urbcchd@”,'g
as the Formula of the future was ™
vided and wrong. Re-
t that time, the only F1 turbo was

nault's, Having several seconds of throt-
tle lag, it was a fiendishly difficult engine
to drive. Jody Scheckter dubbed the car
the “yellow teapot", because of its ten-
dency to brew up suddenly. Indeed, one
of the Renault mechanics used to have a
six foot metal rod with an asbestos bung
on the end that he shoved up the ex-
haust like a suppository to stem the oil
fires that resulted from blow-ups, which
were frequent.

Another nasty habit of those first turbos
was the earth-shaking boom, like can-
non-fire, which they let off when the
wastegate opened at high revs. Even
when ] edy were running right, the sound
they made was like amplified indiges-
tion, punctuated with the wastegate flat-
ulence. Well, Renault tamed their tur-
bos, didnt' they? Watching the Lotuses
and others charging so impressively up
the hill away from Eau Rouge at Spa
during first practice on Friday, | was re-
minded not only of the reason (coward-
ice) why I'm a journalist and not a racer,
but also of the improvement in sound of
turbos, which these days are good and
noisy.

Alas, we weren't to hear much more of
those delightful sounds echoing off the
pine frees. It took the drivers eight mi-
nutes (my timing) of the "'untimed" Sat-
urday morning session to decide that
the track wasn't safe to race, and —
scandalously — another eight hours for
the Stewards of the Meeting to reach
the same conclusion.

No doubt Monsieur Camus will have
explained all the nitty-gritty of the Spa
catastrophe in a gloriously good read
elsewhere in this issue. | can say that |
had something of @ premonition that
the weekend might go wrong when |

saw the temporary road signs directing
traffic along the deviations created to
avoid the circuititself, part of which uses
public roads. Two of the signs read
“Mamledy” and “Autres Directoins".
No wonder the French tell Belgian jokes
like we tell the Irish ones.
The Belgian GP does not enjoy a very
good record when it comes to laying
road surfaces. It was the fiasco at Zolder
in 1973, when everyone except Jackie
Stewart flew off the crumbling road sur-
face, that helped persuade FISA to in-
troduce the rule that prohibits resurfa-
cing of a race track within the 60 dur
period before a Grand Prix. Less well
remembered by car racing fans was the
fact that Spa itself had already cocked
up the motorcycle GP in 1979, début
ear for the shorter, "'new" circuit. The
resh asphalt sweated an oily substance
which caused several riders to tumble
off their machines during practice.
As usual in bike racing the race officials
were in cahoots with the circuit owners,
and they deliberately fif-faffed around
for two days, knowing that once the
spectators had arrived they would be
able to blackmail the riders into tukmg
unacceptable risks with their lives an
o racing. Barry Sheene and Kenny Ro-
ger‘(s boycotted that race, but it went
ahead with the privateers.
This time we stood around from 11
o'clock in the morning on Saturday wait-
ing for the Stewards to reach what
should have been an obvious decision.
With so many commercial interests at
stake, however, no doubt the circuit own-
ers were bringing pressure for the race
to take place. And when it became ob-
vious that the Grand Prix would have to
be cancelled, somecne resorted to tel-

ling lies. At 6 o'clock on Saturday eve-
ning, 90 minutes before the Stevsards
announced the race's cancellation, An-
thony Marsh and his Belgian public ad-
dress colleagues, were instructed to say
that Sunday's programme would go
ahead “as plunnef"
The Spa circuit authorities later (much
later) issued statements which admitted
that the circuit had been resurfaced in-
side the regulation 60 day limit, plead-
ing that they'd had a hard winter and
there was snow on the track in May, etc,
etc. They didn't identify who was
ultimately responsible for the decision,
but a leaflet distributed to us on Friday
did. His name is André Haudestaine,
and there was even a photo of him puf-
fing on a ciggie.
M?“m ! e is the President of ISF
(Intercommunale Circuit Spa-Francor-
champs), a Cooperative Society set u
in 1948 for the exploitation (their word,
not mine) of the Spa circuit. Since the ISF
officially claims to represent “the Bel-
gium (sic) State, the French-speakin
community of Belgium, the province o
Liege" and several other wealthy muni-
cipalities, | suspect that ISF, unlike some
other circuit owners, has excellent fi-
nancial backing.
If you were one of the many fans who
made a fruitless journey to f‘e Belgian
Grand Prix, your solicitor or attorney
might find that @ writ addressed to M
Haudestaine at 280, route de |'Eau
Rouge, 4878 Francorchamps, would be
the first step to compensating you fora
fiasco which would easily have been
avoided if someone had applied com-
mon sense to the surface of the race
track, instead of chewing gum.




THE SHOW'!

HE F3000 ENTRY LIST FOR THE PAU GRAND PRIX WAS EVEN UN-
HEALTHIER THAN USUAL. THIS TIME, ONLY ELEVEN CARS AC-
TUALLY TOOK PART IN THE RACE WITH ONLY FIVE OF THEM AT THE FINISH.
JUST AS WELL DANNER PUT IN A SUPERB FINAL SPRINT WHICH MADE UP
FOR EVERYTHING.

Spectators flocked to the French
street circuit of Pau in their
thousands to admire the.much-
talked about F3000s'in action.
Only fifteen cars went through
scrutineering bt there had been
quite.a few changes since the
Italian round at Vallelunga. Alain
Ferté was at the wheel of a
brand new Onyx March whilst
Hytten was given Dumfries’s
second Onyx March to drive.
Fangio was the sole
representative of the Lola clan.
Dacco replaced Del Castello and
Capelli inherited Santin's San
Remo Racing March. Jean-
Philippe Grand had come to get
his first taste of F3000.
Pirro put in a fastest qualifying
time of 1m 12.65s aheod of
Thackwell in the Ralt. The two
Ferte brothers were side by side
on the second line, this time both
were driving March 85/Bs.
During the warm-up on Monda:
the track was dry although darl
clouds were racing from one side
of the horizon fo the other. ltaly's
up and comin? Tarquini put in
some impressive lap times but he
went off the track, betrayed by a
defective wheel hub. His team
mates Capelli and Dacco were
found to have similar fissures on
their cars hubs and had to come
to terms with the fact that the
wouldn’t be racing. Which Iez
only eleven cars to come under
starter's orders as new-comer
Grand was another non-starter
when a fire broke out.
Once the green light showed,
Pirro dashed off with the lead
followed by Ferté, Thackwell and
Nielsen in the Ralts, Alain Ferté,
Streiff, Leoni, Grouillard and
Danner — the future winner!
Fangio was the first to retire
when he spun off and Hytten

also pulled out three laps later,
when a valve went.

On lap 3, New Zealander
Thackwell clipped M Ferté as he
tried to get past and was forced
to retire whilst the Frenchman
went back to the pits for all of
four laps to get his front track
checked.

The order on lap 5 was Pirro, 25
ahead of Nielsen and 4s ahead
of Streiff, who'd managed to
brave his way round A Ferté. In
the skirmish that followed
between Nielsen and Pirro for
command, the Dane’s car
suffered a heavy bang and out
went “Super John"'! Ferté and
Streiff then brushed shoulders
with the result that 2nd gear was
no more on the AGS, a definite
handicap on a twisty track like
the street circuit of Pau.

On lap 10, there were only five
cars in a fit state of racing — and
it was a 72 — lap race! Pirro was
out in front, keeping the
diminished field in control. A

Ferté was hardly in a position to
attack as he'd fallen foul of
brake problems. Leoni hung on
1o 3rd place. Danner, in 4th, got
the bit between his teeth and
forged ahead to sail past
Grouvillard and then on lap 24 he
devoured Leoni. Ferté Ead lost
3rd gear (!) and the German
found himself chasing after the
leader Pirro, 14s ahead.
Danner inexorably clawed his
way up so that by lap 55 he was
under the ltalian's gearbox. With
twelve laps to the finish the
German powered off to his
maiden-F3000 victory. Pirro,
however, said that his engine
had been overheatin
excessively and a quick Ico]?
revealed that dead leaves had
got info his side pods. The BS
Automotive car’s mechanics had
taken the precaution of fitting a
small grill ot the inlet for
Christian. lt's amazing when you
think how some races are won!

F3000 PAU

STARTING GRID
1. Pirro 2. Thackwell
March 85/B Ralt RC
1m 12.65s Tm 12.71s
3. M. Ferté 4. A Ferté |
March 85/B March 858
1m 12.83s 1m13.12s
5. Nielsen 6. Streiff
Ralt RC AGS JH20
Tm13.21s Tm 13.47s
7. Grouillard 8. Capelli*
March 858 March 858
1m 14,255 Tm 14.30s
9. Leoni 10. Danner
Willioms FW08C March 858
1m 14.34s Tm 14.425
11.Hytten 12. Fangio
March 858 Lola T950
1m 14.54s 1m 15.33s
13. Tarquini® 14. Grand
March 858 March 858
Tm 15.85s 1m 16.30s
15. Dacco*
March 848
Tm 16.46s

The three Son Remo Racing cars forfeited their
‘ entries. Tarquini went off during the warm-up

when a wheel hub broke and checks on the other
team cars’ wheel hubs showed up fissures. Alber-
\ to Colombo therefore decided to withdrow his J
cars.

RETIREMENTS

Warm-up lap: Grand: fire; Lap 3: Thack-
well: tangled with M. Ferté; Lap 4: Hytten:
valves; Lap 11: Nielsen: front left suspen-
sion; Lap 32: A. Ferté: engine overheat-
ing; M M. Ferté: rev limiter; Lap 52: Fan-
t gio: spun off.

F3000 CHAMPIONSHIP

RESULTS POINTS

(Results after five rounds)

1. E. Pirro 27 points; 2. Nielsen 21 points;

3. Danner 17 points; 4. Thackwell 15

points; 5. M. Ferté 14 points; 6 Tarquini 8

points; 7. Grouillard 7 points; 8. Streiff and
Leoni 4 points etc,

_FINAL RESULTS

1. Christiun Danner (March 85/B Ford
DFV), 72 laps or 198.72 km/124.2 mph,
30m 28.6s at an average speed of 131
kph/82.363 mph; 2, Pirro (March 85B/Ford
DFV) 1 hour 31m 10.3s; 7. Leoni (Williams
FWOBC/Ford DFV) 1 hour 31m 28.2s; 4.
Grouillard (March 858/Ford DFV) Th31m
32.15; 5. Streiff (AGS JH20/Ford DFY) 71
laps. Not classified: Fangio (Lola T950/
Ford DFV); M. Ferté (March 85B/Ford DFV)
27 laps; Nielsen (Ralt RC 85/Ford DFV) 8
laps; Hytten (March 84B/Ford) 3 laps;
| Thackwell (Ralt RCB5/Ford DFV) 1 lap.
Race Lap Record: Danner (March 858/
Ford DFY) in Tm 13.26s at an average
speed of 135.626 kph/84.766 mph.

The F3000 gang. Pleasant chaps
aren’t they?!

Philippe Streiff (AGS) managed to
scrape home to notch up two
points (top).

Lap 62: Danner has just slipped
past Pirro, in trouble with an
overheating engine. Note the wire
mesh on the German's side pods.

13



F3000 SPA

BURLESQUE!

F3000 BOYS PROVED THEY WERE A BOLD BUNCH AT SPA-
FHIEAI‘?CO[:;IC?'IAMPS. THEY BRAVED THE TREACHEROUS TRACK
CONDITIONS TO SATISFY THE FEW SPECTATORS THERE THAT WEEKEND
WHO HAD REALLY COME TO WATCH THE F1 RACE. IN VIEW OF THE CIR-
CUMSTANCES, THEY COULDN'T HAVE DONE A BETTER JOB. WELL DONE!

The Formula 3000 race had
originally been scheduled to take
place on the Saturday of the
Belgian Grand Prix weekend, but
since FISA were forced to
postpone the F1 race in view of
the worsening track conditions
(see separate story), the F3000
boys were given the go-ahead,
for Sunday, in place of the F1s.
Certain portions of the track were
patched up during saturday
night but :orJlafions were just as
slippery on race day.
Championship leader
Emmanuele Pirro pointed out
that, “It's like driving on ice out
there. You can't hif the throttle’
pedal until you've completely
exited out of the turns.”
The marshals had been out
sweeping the track after the
warm-up to rid the road of
“marbles”. The drivers realised
that they should never have
accepted fo race in such
conditions, but it was too late.
Michel Ferté charged away at
the start ahead of brother Alain,
with Pirro, Streiff, Thackwell
who'd flunked his start, Tassin,
Nielsen and.Danner behind.,
Race lap times were a good 15s
slower than during Friday's
qualifying runs. Some turns had
to be taken literally at a snail's’

pace,
On lap 3, Michel had a 2s-lead
on his brother whilst Pirro held on
hard to his third place, some 55
behind the leader. Streiff,
however, was giving the
spectators an impressive show as
he swung the rear of the AGS
through the turns, locking up all
four wheels at the braking areas,
Thackwell, rather more cautious,
ad finally ado a

respectable rhythm and began

was alone, ahead of a fierce
pack led by Tarquini, Capelli,

. Danner and Grouillard. The
Pirro/Streiff duel soon ended with
suspension problems for both
cars. Michel Ferté came to grief
when his wheels bit the trackside
dust sending him straight into the
armco barrier. Diﬂo?or Capelli,
Grovillard and Tassin two laps
later.

Halfway through the race there
Wwere only ten cars left. Alain
Ferté had a narrow escape when
he too drove slightly off fﬁe track,
but his car only left a little
paintwork on the rails. In the
meantime, Thackwell had sailed
past the Frenchman and into the
lead. His team mate had ma e
up the lost ground on Ferté,

w1,
o‘ | SITAYES

r

gaining on the leaders. Nielsen
motoring olon?‘ at a safer pace
after his scare, but the
Bridgestone brigade seemed to
be sliding around less than their
Avon-tyred rivals. Ferté “major”
went on to wage a terrific war
against Tarquini and Danner, but
it was the Pau winner from
Germany who finally came out
top. Whilst the New Zealander in
the leading Ralt was keeping his
car going where he wanted it to,
Nielsen's oil pressure suddenly
dropped and for the Dane, it was
c:lTover, meaning that the elder
Ferté found himself promoted
unexpectedly into 2nd place, 50s
behind the Kiwi. Danner crossed
the line in third position whilst
Tarquini (4th), Dacco and Fangio
made sure they finished. B

Mike Thackwel (Ralt RCS85)

Ralt man Ron Tauranac himself
“F3000 needs more publicity and
television coverage to get the
sponsors interested" (left page ).

Alain Ferte (March 85B) is a
changed man since he's got his
new car. Here he leads the pack
round the shipperv track (top)

Leoni (Williams FWOS) and
Grouillard (March 85B) vie for
their grid slots (bottom).

QUALIFYING

M Ferté (March 85B) 2m 11,195s A; A.
Ferté g\f\orch 85B) 2m 11.366s B; Thack-
well (Ralt RC85) 2m 11s 438s B; Pirro
(March 85B) 2m 125 202 B; Streiff (AGS
JH20) 2m 12s 333 B; Danner (March 85B)
2m 125 467 B; Tassin (March 858) 2m 12s
467 B; Nielsen (Ralt RC85) 2m 13s 247 B;
Tarquini (March 85B) 2m 14s 426 B;
Capelli (March 85 B) 2m 145 071 B; Leoni
L\anliums FWO08) 2m 14s 105 A; Hytten

March 858) 2m 14s 206 B; Dacco (March
5B) 2m 145 707 B; Fangio (Lola T950) 2m
14s 707 B; Fangio (Lola T950) 2m 155 707 +
B; Dumfries (Lola T950) 2m 15s 159 A;
Grouillard (March 85 B) 2m 155 530 A;
Borgudd (Arrows A68) 2m 17s 614 A;
Grand (March 85B) 2m 185 940 A.

RETIREMENTS

Lap 3: Pirro, (front suspensionl, Streiff
Lrear suspension); Lap 4: Capelli (off) M
erté (ofﬁ-S Lap 6: Grouillar: Joff),v Lap 8:
Tassin (off); Lap 11: Hytten (differential);
Lap 12: Borgudd (off); Laf 13: Dumfries
[hornessur\ one); Lap 15: Leoni (tangled);
ap 22: Grand (spun); Lap 23: Nielsen (o

| pressure).

 FINAL RESULTS

e
1. Thackwell (Ralt RC85) 29 laps or 194
km/122.5 milesin 1 hour 11m 56.51s, at
an average speed of 167.852 kph/
104.907 mph; 2, Ferté (March 858) 1 hour
12m 06.55s; 3. Danner (March 858) 1
hour 12m 55.11s; 4. Turqumi?MurchE Bi |

1 hour 12m 57.51s; 5. Dacco {March 858
1 hour 13m 37.01s; 6. Fangio (Lola T950
1 hour 13m 51.31s.

Fastest race lap: Thackwellin 2m 26.769s
at an avemﬁe speed of 170.226 kph/
106.391 mph.
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AU GESTUNE

WERE ONLY JUST STARTING.

Qur tyres have been racing in Europe now, for
just 5 years. And we've had our successes, ‘

‘Which is not surprising considering we're the
fourth largest tyre company in the world.

We're into rallying too and in fact our tyres came
first and second in the 1985 Paris-Dakar rally.

We're convine
; ed that our i motor
SportAer]ljlurope is Tight for us commitment to
we've d ; )
for the new Formi\]rae 1306)093_ advanced tyres speclaﬂy
" SO ﬂ']e ot
Bridgestone

herg .had better make room, becauseal
Weaim for succegs,

BUT JUST WATCH US GO.

Our commitment to racing also means that the
experience we gain keeps us in the forefront of tyre
technology.

This enables us to develop ard produce steel
radials that are ideal for the pressures of today’s high
performance motoring.

ARIDGESTONE

RACING TO SUCCESS

FOR FURTHER [INFORMATION; BRIDGESTONE TYRE UK LTD
OLDWALSALL D, GREAT BARR, BIRMINGHAM B42 1EA TEL: 021,358 8021




INDIANAPOLIS 500 MILES

SULLIVAN
ASTOUNDS

HERE WAS NO STOPPING DANNY SULLIVAN AT THE INDIANAPOLIS
OVAL THAT LAST WEEKEND IN MAY. NOT EVEN A SPECTACULAR

SPIN AT OVER 185 MPH JUST AS HE WAS EDGING HIS WAY PAST RACE
LEADER MARIO ANDRETTI TO TAKE CONTROL...

Danny Sullivan returned to the States
last year after a more or less successful
attempt at becoming a racing star in
Europe. He spent o season with the
Tyrrell F1 team but he didn't obtain the
fame and fortune he was so despera-
tely seeking. The 34-year old from Ken-
tucky has tinally been rewarded, but
the road to stardom was particularly
treacherous.

Very early on in his career he emigrated
to England and went into Formula Ford.
That was in 1971, Next he was behind
the wheel of a Formula 3 and then a
Formula 2 without the kind of success he
was really hankering after although he
did notch up a F3 win in 1974 with
Modus. His main problem stemmed
from the fact that he was without o
generous backer and had to make do
with "second rate" drives. It got o a
point when he seriously envisaged put-
ting an end to his career in 1978| Once
back in the States, he took part in the
North American Formula Atlantic cham-
pionship. Garvin Brown then entered
Sullivan's life and from then on, his
career took a turn for the better. Brown
was able to provide his young friend
with the necessary means to fight com-
petitively. Sullivan finished 4th in the
1981 Canam series and was then hired
on by the Forsythe brothers for the
1982 Formula Indy season. Despite
some good results during the early part
of the season, Danny's contract was not
renewed as his employers were more
inferested in the Mexican Rebaque's
“greenies” who at the time was despe-
rately anxious to get into Formula 1.
Sullivan, therefore, went back to Europe
in 1983 and this time he really got a
taste of what Formula 1 was all about.
He didn't mind if it was a normally-
aspirated Tyrrell, helll he was in For-
mula 11 Unfortunately, despite his ob-
vious skills, the American was again
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by Christian Courtel

without a drive in 1984. So it was back
yet again to the States where he was
taken on by the Doug Shierson/ Domi-
no's Pizza team for a whole season of
the CART/Indy series.

Danny Sullivan was determined to make
the most of the chance he was bein:
offered: he was first home at Cleveland,
Sanair and then more importantly at
the Pocono oval after a memorable
last-minute dice. He guided his Lola
T800 to 3rd place in the championship.
A new American motor racing star was
born in the American firmament and
Roger Penske was quick to sign him on
to race alongside Rick Mears.
Indionupolis,1oge?herwi1h‘rhe Le Mans
24 Hours, is the most famous race in the
world. No other race requires a whole
month of preparation, The show usually
gets off the ground at the beginning of
May with the traditional Rookie tests
—those drivers that have neverraced at
the Indianapolis 500 Miles are put
through a number of test runs ot higher
and higher speeds. This “exam" is com-
pulsoz‘oreveryone racing for their firsy
fime there, no matter what their ast
results are. Even the likes of Jim Clark
Graham Hill or Jackie Stewart who
were Icrgelydominoﬁng Formula 1 had
to take itl More recently, Emerson Fitti.
paldi, the double world constructors’'
champion had to take the rockie tests 1o
pro;g hle h:d cha skills... followed by a
medical check-up, again

for all Indy compsiitorgs. Shitpuiechy

This year, the first non-qualifying 1
began on May 4, and | N
week before iK i u:'agu i

e official 1 i
on the week-end of r;l: "lr{!/u]d;esslons
whichthree uuﬂqrsofiz

he town of Indianapolis i
and talks of nofhingpbuf :;:S'SOO Miles
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forawhole month. Traditionally the last
week-end of May is reservec(for the
race.
Vast numbers of spectators turn up to
follow both the non-qualifying and guq-
hfymg sessions — between 10 and
15,000 during the weekdays and be-
tween75 and 80,000 for the week-end
qualifying sessions. It should also be
remembered that a fotal prize purse of
£3.5 million was being offered this
¥eur. Pole position man Pancho Carter
ound himself richer by 55 "grand"'l
The fight for first position on the grid was
a tough affair for all the favourites. At
51, Dick Simon was the oldest and
fastest during the first day of qualifying.
He put in an impressive zour aps at an
average speed of 210 mph! Amazing
when you think that last year's lap
record man Tom Sneva qualified at an
ayerage speed of 211.868 mph. Des-
pite reducing ground effect and lower-
ing boost pressure, today's Indy cars are
faster than ever and the specialists were
already predicting that the 1985 pole
would be at an average speed of ugou'{
216 mphl
It wasn't long before Guerrero and Rick
Mears — back to racing after an ab-
sence of 8 months — and Bobby Rahal
smashed Snevas's record. On Friday
May 10, the day preceding official qua-
Ilf-ylﬂg_, Mario Andretti éci] even better,
putting in a mind bogglin
216.812 mph. ki
But, as at every other circuit, untimed
practice is not official and more was yet
to come. A strong wind took care of
upsetting the bookies' predictions for
starting grid positions. Pancho Carter
surprised all and sundry with an average
lap speed of almost 214 mph, main|
due tothe fact thathe had a turbo Buic
engine rather than a Ford Cosworth like
most of the other competitors. To com-
Eensa?e for their handicap, authorised
oost pressure is higher on Buick power
units than for Cosworths. Usua y this
ruling does not favour one particular
engine or another, but this time the air
was extremely humid and strong winds
were blowing.
Having a Buick sitting on pole is quite
something, but the second Buick-en-
gined driver Scott Brayton quickly hoist-
ed himself up alongside Carter. Bobby
Rahal was third and first of the Cos-
worths and his average speed was a
fraction faster than Sneva's record from
:gsf year. And that completed the front
ine.
Behind, on the second line came Mario
Andretti and the two Patrick Racing
Marches driven by Fittipaldi and Don
Whittington — cul(ed intoreplace Gor-
don Johncock who'd taken the decision
to retire in mid-season.
Three March Penskes were sifting behind
with Al Unser Sr. Danny Sullivan and
Rick Mears (the 1984 winner) at the
wheel. Geoff Brabham had managed
to squeeze his way in between them. AJ
Foyt and J. Rutherford (6 wins between
them) were somewhat surprisingly fur-
ther back on the starting grid. Fastest of
the rookies was Arie Luyendyck, but
Raoul Boesel had actually put in the
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speed during the seco
ing. The cars on thesfgf
varied, there bein
7 Lola T900s and 3
d there were 30 Ford
Buick and Cheyrolet

After the traditional, " G
your engines!", Ameri
Garner led the field r
car for the rolling st
350,000 admission
sold and-the spectat

Y as the cars moved round the
peedway in formation. Rahal
to the lead followed by Mario

ayton, Fittipaldi, Unser S0
Sullivan and Brabham.
pletely flunked his start
elf stuck right in the thick
eld runners. Pole man
er was the first to retire
mp went on lap 6. !
fore Georger Sniders
nd the first yellow flags

Eagle 85 GCs, an,

art, An estimat,
tickets had be:g
ors were :heering
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Once the neutralising period was over,
Andretti snatched tE

Rahal and Brayton. Al Unser Sr bravely
fought his way up to jein the front run-
ners, whilst the hapless Brayton was forc-
ed to retire with engine problems on
lap 19, which meant there were no
more Cosworths left in the racel

Mario Andretti was looking superb, just
ahead of Al Unser Sr, Rahal, Fittipaldi,
Al Unser Jr and Dick Whittington. Pop
Unser was given a lap penalty when his
wheels went over the track side line...
At the half-way stage, Mario Andretti
was still in control. Bobby Rahal had
dropped out with engine failure on lap
84 ot the 200-lap race. Mario must cer-
tainly have been thinking he was going
to get his second Indy success — his first
was in 1969! But that was without
reckoning on an earnest Sullivan, just
behind Fittipaldi and Sneva. After the
first round of fuel stops, Sullivan's March
Miller was powering along in second
position behind veteran Andretti. And
reeling him in. On lap 120, Sullivan
went for Andretti, but the old dog wasn't
going to let himself be outdone without
putting up a fight. He stuck to his line,

e lead ahead of

forcing Sullivan to take the outside line
in. Sul?:'vcn hadn't reckoned on the dirt
and just as he was edging his way past,
he spun off most spectacularly and did
a full about turn. Miraculously he didn’t
touch either the wall or Andretti, and he
didn't stall. The work of a miraclel

Sullivan made a pit stop for fresh tyres
and when he rejoined the race, Andretti
was well out of reach. Andretti, 1hou?h,
also made an unscheduled pit stop for
fresh tyres to all four corners and lost the
cushion he had on Sullivan. The pace
cars were then brought out when Tom
Sneva and John Paul Jr crashed which
resulted in Sullivan catching Andretti.
The younger of the two drivers was
determined to take contrel and this time
his gambit was successful. With twenty
laps to go to the finish, he stayed out
ahead until the end, thereby giving
Roger Penske his fourth Indy win, Penske
also won last year with Rick Mears. It
was Sullivan's third Indianapolis 500
Miles participation and fourth CART vic-
tory for his 21st race in the American
series. Although everyone was sure that
Mario Andretti was going to win the
69th Indy 500, the man himself didn't

cpfeur too upset. He's never had much
luck at Indy.

Roberto Guerrero was third home, a
great result. Last year he was the focus
of the media when he finished 2nd at his
first attempt at the most prestigious
American race. Al Unser crossed the
line in 4th position despite his lap penal-
ty, moving up as those in front dropped
out; for Brabham, Whittington and Fit-
tipaldi it was the engines that didn't last
the distance and Rick Mears pulled out
with gearbox problems. The hectic

maonth of May is now over for the inhabi-

tants of Indianapolis, roll on next year!

Mario Andretti (above) just
missed winning vet again! Perhaps
1986 will be his lucky vear?

Despite his lap-penalty, Al Unser
(below) crossed the line in fourth
position — one lap behind the
winner!

| Attendance: 350,000

— =
STARTING GRID |
Pancho Carter Scott Brayion Bobby Rahal
Morch 85C/Buick  March 85C/Cosworth Manch 85C/Cosworth)
342,046 kph 342,677 kph 340.815 hah
Maria Andratii Emuryon Fitiipald]  Don Whithington |
Lola TP00/Cosworth  March 25C/Casworih March 85C/ Conwarth
340,425 kph 340,017 kph ks kph |
| Al Unser S¢ Danny Sullvan Gueaff Brabham
March BSC/Corworth Maich 85C/Corworth March BSC/Canworth|
338.731 kph 338.367 kph 338,009 hph
Rick Mears Al Unser Jr. Bll Whittington (
March B5C/Cosworth Lala TP00/Cosworth  Morch B5C/Corworth|
337.561 kph 336.6262 kph 334.230 kph
Tom Sneva Dick Siman Michosl Andretii
Eagle 85GC/ Cosworth Morch 85C/Casworth March 8SC/Coswarth
335,163 kph 335.534 kph 334969 kph
Roberto Gusrrsro  Danny Ongais Josele Garza
March B5C/Cosworth March 85C/Conwarth March BSC/Corworth
334771 kph 333416 kph 332.527 kph
Howdy Holmes Arie Luyendyck AL Foy1 Jr.
Lol T900/Cosworth Lok T900/Casworth  March 85C/Carwarth
332.052 kph 331,052 kph 331.103 kph ‘
£d Pimm Raoul Bossel Jahn Poul Jr.
Eagle BSGC/Cosworth March 85C/Conworth March 85C/Cosworth
331.009 kph 332.325 kph 332071 kph
Chip Ganassi Johany Porsona Jr.  Jim Crawiord
| March 85C/Cosworth March BSC/Cosworth. Lol T#00/Carvworth
1331.691 kph 331,156 kph 330.759 kph |
| George Snidar Tony Battenhousan  Jobnny Rutherford
| March 85C/Chevy  Lola TP00/Casworih  March 85C/Comwarth
| 330,646 kph 329.631 kph 335151 kph |
| Darek Daly Kevin Cogon Rich Vogler
| Lola TR00/Corworth  Morch §3C/Coswarth March 83C/Coswarth
334.014 kph 332116 kph 330965 kph
| Subsitutes
| Pate Holsmar Michael Roe
| March 85c/Cosworth Lola 1900/ Casmorth
1329325 kph 329121 kph
INDIANAPOLIS 500 MILES
691h Indianapolis 500 Miles.
Date: May

26
Round two of the 1985 CART/PPG Indycar
Championship
Race Distance: 500 miles or 804 km.
Starters: 33, Finishers: 12

FINAL RESULTS

1, Danny Sullivan (March 85C/Cosworth) 500
miles or 804 km in 3 hours 16m 06.0s, ot an
average speed of 248.14kph/153.83mph. 2.
Mario Andretti (Lola TP00 Coswarth) 3 hours
16m 09.5s. 3. Roberto Guerrero (March 85C/
Cosworth] 3 hours 16m 17.6s. 4. Al Unser Sr
(March 85C/Cosworth] 199 laps. 5, Parsons
(March B5SC/Casworth) 198 laps. 6. Rutherford
(March 85C/Cosworth) 198 laps. 7. Luyendyck
{Lola TR00/Coswarth] 198 laps, 8. Michael An-
dretti (March 85C/Coswaorth) 196 laps. 9. Pimm

(Eagle 85GC/Cosworth) 192 laps. 10, Holmes
(Lola TR00/Cosworth) 191 laps. 11. Cogan
(March 85C/Cosworth) 191 laps. 12. Daly (Lola
T900/Cosworth) 189 laps.
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Danny Sullivan (Murd'\ 85 C No 5)IPA

SULLIVAN, THE BRAVEST OF THEM ALL LAPPED THE INDY OVAL AT AN AVERAGE SPEED OF 153.8 MPH!
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Arie Luyendyck (Lola T900 No 61) IPA



AYRTON SENNA

COMING GOOD
— FAST

ING FOR THE
HRUXTON, ON A COLD AND SHOWERY MAY MORNING. THE F3 CARS ARE PRACTIS
AFTERNOON'S BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP RACE, IN THE PIT LANE, AMONG THE MECHANICS,STANDS

A FAMILIAR-LOOKING FIGURE. CAN ITREALLY BE AYRTON SENNA, WINNER OF . THE PORTUGUESE GP, STANDING
BY TO POLISH THE VIZOR OF A MERE FORMULA 3 DRIVER?

Indeed itis. Senna has come to Thruxton
to be with his friend Mauricio Gugelmin,
afront-runnerin British F3 this year. And
however inappropriate it may seem to
the fansto have an F1 star here among
the F3s, fo Ayrton it's an enjoyable
occasion. For one thing, it's only just
over a year since he himself “gra-
duated'" from F3 with the West Surrey
Racing team run by Dick Bennetts, the
Kiwi engineer who is running Gugel-
min's Ralt this season.

For another, he shares his little house on
a new estate near Reading with Gugel-
min and his wife Stella. "?’hey came fo
stay for a few days, and we found we
liked the arrangement,” explains Ayr-
ton. “We both used to race karts and
we've known each other for a long time.
You know how close Brazilians are..,”
There is a significance in the fact that
Ayrton Senna shares his home with
Mauricio and Stella. He himselfis a man
who is exceptionally close to his own
family and who needs companionship.
At the circuits, however, the impression
you get from him is one of remoteness
and utter single-mindedness, a loner
who will not allow anything to deflect
him from the one goal, the World
Championship, which he has set for
himself.

“Ayrton eats, sleeps, walks and talks
motor racing,''says Peter Warr, the JPS-
Lotus Team Manager. “He has other
interests, like his water skiing, which he
can't really exercise in England. He has
a blinkered view, or tunnel vision, of the
subject that he's involved with. | have to
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by Mike Doodson

say that it gives him a heightened con-
cenfration: it helps this uncanny ability
that he's got fo be very concise about
things."
This conciseness, the ambition and the
tunnel vision, all conspire together to
make Ayrton admirable gm notapproach-
able. Atraces, particularly when there's
a problem with the car, he seems to be
living in a world where access doesn't
include fans or journalists: it is limited
only fo those members of his team who
can help him to sort it out. But there's a
much more warm and human side to the
man, like the sincere handshakes for
every one of his mechanics when he's
set pole position (as he did at three
consecutive GPs earlier this ear). When
he and | spoke on the telephone on the
day after he'd won the Portuguese GP
by almost literally walking on the water,
he genvinely wanted to know what |
thought about his perdormance, “You
drove,” | offered, “like an an el.” |
could almost feel the heat of the blushes
coming down the phone line, “Eff off,"
was his embarrassed response,
His 1985 season, in case anyone had
forgotten, looked like starting badly. At
the beginning of December last year,
before he'd had o chance 1o do an
test-driving for Lotus, he was struc)
down with Bell's Palsy, a form of paraly-
sis which afflicted the right side of his
face. The eye on that side wouldn't fo-
cus and for three months he was unable
even 1o sit in a racing car. When he did
?e! his hands on the precious new 97T,
or the first of the two Rio tests, he

knocked a wheel off it while disputing a
corner with Nigel Mansell, whose car
the Lotus would have been if his JPS
place hadn't been taken by Ayrton.

Evidently the new car was capable of
improvements, most of them carried out
on suggestions from the experienced
Elio de Angelis. The Italian qualified just
ahead of his new team mate in Rio, and
went on to finish 3rd. He had spent half

.the race watching Senna's sister car

from behind until it was halted by an
electrical problem. Surely, | asked, it is
difficult to have good relations with a
team mate under those circumstances?
“There's no problem between us. It's
good relationship, | must say. He is
there, he knows well how the team ope-
rates. | am still finding out in every test
session, every race, Eow people work,

ow people think. He is leading the
championship, so he should be happy
with that, huh 2 And we have no prob-
lems. We work well together, we ex-
change information quite well. We have
similar ways to think about our cars, $0
eve.nzdhing is working well, so far.’
Unlike most young cﬁivers, including se-
veral men who went on to become great
champions, Senna has learned very
quickly how to curb his anxiety to be in
front of a race, acknowled. ing the risks
implicit in trying too harg, too soon.

'ere was no better demonstration ©
this than his second race for Lotus atthe
drenched Estoril circuit near Lisbon in
Portugal. But not many people knew
how worried the Brazilian was on the
race,
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“I had no idea that the car would go so
wellin the wet, absolutely not. In the dry
qualifying the car was definitely going
well. But in the wet | had no idea, be-
cause we had not done any fests on a
wet track anywhere, mind you, on the
warming-up laps, when the organisers
gave us (I think) ten minutes extra prac-
tice, | was absolutely lost in those condi-
tions, because [ had no idea how the car
would behave on that track with so
much water. And going from the dry to
the wet with full tanks, | was so slow in
those few laps, making sure that |
wouldn't crash before | even started. |
was fhinking about the race, huh?
“When | came back to the pits, what
with having a new gearbox, new en-
gine, everything, | was unable to say if
the engine had any boost or anything,
because | hadn 't dared to use any. Then
when it came to the race and the green
flag, I tried a [il’ bit more. Then | felt the
car was as good as normal to drive. So
then it was OK for the race. But | only
really found how the car was like at the
green flag and in the first laps of the
race.

It would be wrong to suggest that he
was pussy-footing in the first laps at Es-
toril. The TV transmission clearly showed
him locking a front wheel under braking
on the first lap as he hung on to his lead
and the blessed relief, denied to all
others, of having a road ahead of him
that was clear of spray

But it's not all roses when the rain is
coming down hard, leaving fresh pud-
dles in places where they hadn't been
on the previous lap. “You don't know
how quick you can go, because there is
no reference to someone in front. It's the
first guy to get to the new situation who
finds out about it when something sud-
denly goes wrong with the conditions."

At just before the halfway mark, in
conditions that caused Alain Prost to
spin off, Ayrton did something that Prost
himself had done last year, at Menaco.
He signalled race officials to call a halt
“Weﬁ, the conditions were a lot worse
than Monaco was, and | thought the
race should have been stopped... Al-
though | had such o big lead, and no
rrougles with my car at all, so | could
have kept going — as we did eventual-
ly. My pure concern was just that the
conditions were oo hard, even if maybe
they would apply only half points. | was
in a position to push for full points, but
the conditions were so bad that | was
prepared for half points.

“Don 't ask me about the bad moments |
had, because there were several. The
really bad one was when | went with all
four wheels off the road. The car just hit
a big puddle and went straight out of
fge track. Fortunately it didn't hit any-
thing.""

Twogweeks later, atImola, he looked set
for a second win. The morning practice
session had been damp, and certain
changes made to the set-up of the car
had made it undriveable under those
conditions. For the race, like several
othertop teams. Lotus may have concen-
trated too hard on getting the chassis
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ings right — at the expense of check-
'\s:gfugicgnsumprion. Ayrton insists that
he had no advance warning that his Re-
nault engine might run out as It did,
three laps from the end, when he was
leading.
"Ourpgeople thought it would be @ hard
race, but nothing like it turned out to
be,"he explains. "'The trouble was that
because of the different weather condi-
tions all through the weekend, we never
had a chance of assessing the fuel
consumption. "'
The interesting aspect of the Imola race
is that although Senna outdrove every-
one until his fuel expired, he was excep-
tionally economical on his tyres ond
brakes. When checked afterwards, thsI,
brake pads still had half of their “meat
left, while Elio's were down to the back-
ing plates. “‘We see the same thing at
most circuits," says Warr:
“Ayrton's brake wear is less. That
doesn't mean to say that Elio's way of
doing it is either slower, or wrong. J”m
saying that the benefit of Ayrton's dri-
ving is that it's not so hard on the machi-
nery. And that's gotta give him a better
chance of getting results."

Ask Warr for more insight on Senna,
and he'll deliver. After all, it was he who
recruited the youngster last year not on-
ly from Toleman but had also snatched
him from the grasp of teams like Wil-
liams and McLaren which had already
shown their eagerness to have him by
oﬁerm%teﬂ drives and even contracts
before he'd even finished in F3.
“There's no point on going into what a
fast driver he is," says Warr, "because
evelzcne knows already how fasthe is. |
think what makes him particularly spe-
cial are two features. One is that he can
drive o race car very smoothly and not
look as if he's hurrying. And just from
experience of earlier people — the
Clarks and Fittipaldis of this world — it
was a/wcis the case that if they didn't
look quick, they were quick. And what
there is as a bonus is that he's easy on
the brakes, he's easy on the tyres, he's
really easy on the machinery for the in-
credible speeds he achieves,

"“The other thing is probably the most
important one, and that s that he seems
to be able to separate himself from the
ph’ysical actions of driving the car, and
allow his mind to work, as it were, inde-
pendently. So that when he comes into
the pits, or the de-brief meetings after-
wards, he seems to have almost total
re-call of what the car's doing —and in
the minutest and most precise detail. Of
course that's the most wonderful help to
the team, because it enables us to iden-
tify the problems quickly, and it allows
us fo progress quicily as aresultof what
he says. For me, | think that is the most
impressive thing about him."

It was in Monace that Ayrton found out
what the other drivers really thought
about him. Peter Warr quotes Colin
Chapman on the subject of up-and-
coming drivers. “When you've won one
race," said Chapman, “everybody is
your friend. When you've won fwo,
they're all out to shoft you."
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So it seemed in the Principality with
Senna. On Thursday he had, yet again,
been fastestin the official session, butin
Saturday morning's unofficial session
he had been bested by Alboreto's Fer-
rari, The ace up Lotus's sleeve had been
atyre tactic worked out during tests with
Goodyear earlierin the week at Ricard.
In order to squeeze more than one fast
lap per set of tyres round Monaco's
crowded streets, they settled on quali-
fiers on the front and soft race tyres at
the rear,
Driving in a style which Gugelmin, wat-
ching at Casino Square, recioned owed
alotto his friend's many years of racing
karts without front brakes, Senna look-
ed good for his third consecutive pole
position when he "lost" his first chance
as a result of Tambay spinning in front
of him. Nevertheless, he set fastest time
on his second “mixed" set of rubber.
The worry was that there was still 20
minutes of the session left to run, and
Alboreto — fastest-ever man round
Monaco that morning — still had a se-
cond set of gumballs to use.
By the time that Alboreto was on the
track with his one-lap "stickies", so too
was Ayrton, using the best four tyres
selected from the eight he'd already
used. The Ferrari driver later complain-
ed that he'd been baulked by the
number 12 Lotus. Niki Lauda also com-
ﬁlainad that he'd been blocked when
e'd been trying to get the best out of
his second set. Neither of them, it seems,
knew abeut the Lotus tyre suberfuge,
and the flak that was later to be hurled
at Ayrton deeply offended Warr, as he
explained to us.
“Ayrton was up for his third pole posi-
tion at Menace, so naturally he attrac-
ted the envy of other drivers who felt
that perhaps they had a chance of
achieving what he had achieved, But
the fact of the matter is that practice is
totally free: we don't have to ask anyone
for advice as to what to do with our
practice, or what policy to adopt during
our practice.
“If we want to run full tanks, or bed
brakes, or whatever, the brack is open
forus to do that. The reality of the situa-
tion at Monaco, for anyone who will
study the Longines sheets which give de-
tails of every driver's time on every lap,
is that Ayrton was actually first and se-
cond fastest at Monaco. And his second
fastest lap was actually set on the 13th
lap of @ 15-lap of practice. Which is the
time he was out with Alboreto, And if
that doesn't speak for itself, I'm afraid |
can'treally help people to interpret it. If
Alboreto was so desperately upset that
Ayrton was trying fo get the best out of
his Zres, then he should have dropped
back half a lap. Our drivers have to do
that, very often."”
To some people close to Lotus, it looked
like wily instructions from Warr, with
Senna in no position to disobey orders,
even if he'd wanted to do so, Was it
gamesmanship? When asked, Warr was
cautious: "Notreally,"hesaid, "'/ mean,
why should it be?" Senna was more di-
rect. Had he been instructed fo go out in
those closing laps by Warr, | asked? “Eff
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""he said, in much the same way as
gflhulz:lewhen | responded to his guestion
about his driving at E‘s‘rqnl. Readersmay

raw their own conclusions.

gn ine wizard Brian Hart, himself once
a fine F2 driver, was in no doubt that
Ayrton needs to make no apologies.
Brian worked with Senna at 'I:?Iem_qn
last year, so he should know. ‘He just
uses his head," apined Hart. "He looks
down pit lane and sees who's in an

whe's got the engine covers off. He
works out when to do his quick lap. You
don't have to believe all that stuff he
puts out about being lucky with the traf-

ic,
Niki Lauda was less charitable. At Mo-
naco he claimed that he deliberately
moved over for the Lotus at Mirabeau
on Senna's quick lap, only to be baulked
himself by the Brazilian at th_e swimming
pool section on his awngunck lap. Eye
witnesses of the two incidents suggest-
ed that perhaps Niki was exaggera-
ting. When told about the tyre tricks, the
World Champion relented somewhat.
"But what | don't understand,'' he said,
"is that he's the best upcoming guy in F1
today, he drives so well that he has no
need for dirty tricks."
Senna went directly into the lead and
held it for a dozen Yaps at Monaco be-
fore his Renault EF15 engine blew up.
There was to be no revenge for last
i/ear's defeat on the finishing line at the
hands of Prost as the Frenchman pre-
pared to abandon the battle. And Ayr-
ton's hopes for a battle with Alboreta
and de Angelis at Spa were frustrated
by the crumbling track surface.  After
these words had gone to press, Ayrton
faced the two difficult North American
street circuits of Montreal and Detroit.
He doesn't particularly enjoy stop-and-
go circuits, and he has bad memories of
narrowly escaping injury at Detroit last
year after Nigel Mansell's startline ac-
cident. He looks forward to the fast cir-
cuits coming up: Ricard and of course
Silverstone, where he set fastest time
durinaihe two days of testing immedia-
tely after the Spa fiasco.
By the end of June, however, he must
vacate the little house in Reading be-
cause the lease is due to expire. He has
already found a new home, closer to
London, which he will be buying free-
hold. He saw it, liked it and made an
offer forit over a weekend. But after the
Silverstone test he got a touch of the old
Brazilian saudade, the homesickness
which afflicts all Brazilians eventually.
He flew back to Sao Paule to be with his
family.
His two Brazilian friends will be moving
with him to the new house, of course.
They make it possible for this amazingly
talented Grand Prix newcomer to keep
his feet on the ground, to maintain a
sense of reality. He is sufficiently well-
adjusted not to be carried away by the
hype he's attracting. But he's sensible
enough to know that it needs only one
little slip to put a halt fo the astonishing
chain of events that have made Ayrton
Senna a contender for the World Cham-
pionship only one year after he joined
the F1 tamily. | ]

ion (top right)
a One's new hero began his motor

racing career in go-karts . (top left).

Will Senna be the man to scoop Lofus's eighth
World Constructors’ crown? (bottom left)
17-vear old Senna — from Brazil

to England (bottom right).

Avrton and manager Domingo Piedage (below),
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hy was the Belgian Grand
Prix stopped and who was
responsible? John Corsmit

the FISA circuit inspector, who has
been invested with the power to say
whether or not a track meets the
requirements to stage a F1 Grand
Prix, went to Spa for a routine
inspection a few months ago. The visa
was granted without any problem. The
organisers, though, wanted to make
an even greater effort and on May 2,
with enly four weeks to go to the
Grand Prix, undertook a complete
face-lift of the Belgian track, The
operation entailed re-surfacing of the
entire length of the 6.945 km/4.318-
mile circuit with a new product created
by the Belgian company Hydrocar.
The idea itself was a great cne — even
the Americans hadn't thought of it! In
practice, however, it was not so great,
mainly through lack of adequate
preparation. Henri Mosson, the FISA
technician admitted that, " They hadn't
in fact invented anything that
extraordinary, as most North
European military runways are
covered with a similar product. But the
runways are not used for about three
months. During that time, water must
e poured on it every day and the
track has to be pounded regularly so
that the different ingredients combine
together."” That was not the case,
The first day of practice ruined the
surface coating, cutting right through it
and fearing it up ot the breaking and
acceleration areas, Lauda, naturally,
led the drivers into an almost
unanimous decision nof to race. Only
two would have liked the GP to take
;EJluce as originally planned. Bernie
cclestone's decision was most
unexpected especially in view of the
vast sums of money that had been
invested, commitments fo sponsors,
employers, television companies and
so on. Admittedly, he did keep putting
off the ultimate decision, but in view of
the circumstances it was the only one
he could have made. After all, the
drivers are the ones who risk their lives,
not the organisers. Lauda and co know
only too well what happens when a
car slides off at 200 mph, Some team
managers like Piccinini were also in
agreement.
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Once the decision had been "
announced on Saturday evening
numerous questions came UE, Whg
cancel the F1 race and not the F30002
Why wasn't the track repaired as soon
as it began to deteriorate? Why had
the drivers raced at Dallas and not at
Spa where track conditions were very
similar? Apart from the evident risks
the drivers would be taking, no
insurance would have been awarded
had there been a serious crash for the
simple reason that the FISA hadn't
given a certificate of approval for the
new track surface. There was not much
point in comparing Dallas to Spa in
that the American average lap speed
was about 105 mph and in Belgium it
was about 135 mph, not counting the
concrete walls lining the trajectories
into the fast turns...
For the F3000 boys, this was the
opportunity fo show themselves to the
world, They would have all the
spectators, all the press and TV
coverage to themselves| Bargaining
Bernie made sure he got himself a
Brofifubie deal before he left the
elgian frack, He agreed to reimburse
the television rights that various
countries had been forced to pay in
arder to transmit the GP live, on?;r if
they used the scheduled time to
broadcast the F3000 race.
We've rarely seen Bernie Ecclestone 50
eager to cqmp!IJ. One of the reasons
which triggered off his decision was
certainly the football tragedy which
ad taken place only a couple of days
prior to the GP at the Haysel foofbo“
stadium in Brussels, On the Saturday
the cabinet leader of the Transport
Ministry went to Spa. Had he come
with an order from higher up?
Accusing fingers will be pointing in
various directions at the next executive
committee meeting which has been
convened on June 24 when the
disciplinary commission bow their
heads together. Will the circuit's
licence be withdrawn? Will there be a
eavy fine? Don't let's forget, ladies
and gentlemen, that it was, after all, a
FOCA GP

The Belgian Grand Prix will, however,
take place at the end of September,
when hopefully the track will be
suitably resurfaced. "
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T ONLY TOOK ITALIAN DRIVER MICHELE ALBORETO FOURTEEN
LAPS TO TAKE THE LEAD OF THE CANADIAN GRAND PRIX. ALL HIS
RIVALS SAW OF HIM UNTIL THE FLAG WAS WAVED WERE HIS HEELS.
STEFAN JOHANSSON NEEDED FIFTY LAPS BUT THEIR 1-2 TEAM PLACING
DEMONSTRATES THAT FERbR%RI IS STILL VERY MUCH A LIVING LEGEND.

y Patrick Camus




TEAM

EERE=A M

The cancellation of the Belgian Grand Prix
meant that almost all teams were able to
do private testing at Silverstone in prepa-
ration for the North American round.

MCLAREN

Bosch and TAG/Parsche had putinalot of
PRI e
ing well but higher boost pressure didn’t
P A
E“':n:.:;ﬁf.&fﬁf bl M iy
gn'm’*uzgfg MP4/2B-4; Prost: MP4/28B-

TYRRELL

The end of the Cosworth era had almost
dawned and Tyrrell had made no modifi-
tions to the good old normally-aspirat-

WILLIAMS

Williams went to Canada with a few new
Vésfirst seen at Spa. Rosberg and Mansell
alternated between the new and old ver-
sions. Honda aren’t saying much about
their engines except that a final version
hould appear later during the season.
The stroke has been made longer, new
pistons have been assembled and the
valves have been modified to make the
Japanese engine more flexible in a bid to
el economy. There was a

E b for the spare car.
Chassis - Rosberg: FWO1 :
FWOT0/2: T FWoT/a, 1 ensel
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1012,
M' - Bellof: 012/7; Brundle: 012/6; T:.

ncullmFor cgnn:l'uﬁ\r:urwhkm‘ Jgd an iden-
1 m .

muii 5 ‘i:o:o ay: RE60/05; Warwick:
REG0/3; T: REGO/4.

ARROWS

Following the medifications that had been

mwﬁﬂd :h-‘hglnni' of the season

-‘:‘#::'L r";&.dlh Al rov;swril:‘g.l?
« C t Spa — the Ar =

mﬂlﬁ" ﬁﬂ"w: : '2'4::'!\. engine/shell unit

to make it more B

Ch'_1 is - Boutsen: AB/4; Berger: AB/3: T:

LIGIER

Andrea de Cesaris had a lighter race car
to drive as a result of the modifications
that had been mode to the bodyy and
the suspension unit. Laffite's car had also
been lightened but his J523 was conced-

"'ﬁ._‘ os to his team mate's.
Chassis - De Cesaris: J523/4; Laffite:
J523/1; T: J523/3.

FERRARI

A new gearbox case hod been assembled

I':g A r:h _J:Iu‘-wmr e on mount-
5 ansson was g

chassis. A new Marelli mini oﬁmrﬁ =n:r:!

Pputer was present in replacement of the

old one which was known to be inaccur-

ate, Itwill be especially useful for the fosy.
S eion: T88/082, Al

s - Johansson: :
156/081; T: 156/080. S

MINARDI

“There were two M185 chassis available ag

well as four Chiti engines for the North
American round. :
Chassis - Martini: M185/3; T: M185/2,

There was nothing new to report

other teams' cars and we npzlogm 'ft:
not including them in our Team By Team
report. Renault decided to feature the
new EF15 on its race cars and supplied
similar -nFlnn-m allits customers. A dar-
lnj‘mow n that the new Vé hadn’t really
achieved the kind of results expected, The
reason to Renault's optimism was that the
trouble had been traced to faulty seg-
m r Zalu{ud t present at
Montreal. Tho! ad decided to only com-
pete in the European championship
rounds. Mqa_nwmlohlh-' are working on
completing a new chassis and a nownaw
tronicinjection system as Bosch have refus-
ed to collaborate with the German team.
_Zé;hpud will be present at the French

Blobs of colour down pit lane on the lle de Notre Dame.

Dig it!

C AN A D
ANALYSIS OF THE RACE

What an absolutely fantastic Canadian
Grand Prix! Making the right tyre choice
had been a crucia decid?ng factor but
Alboreto and Johansson proved they
had made the correct one and that they
knew what fuel economy was all about.
What did the drivers themselves have to
say abouttheir memorable 1-2 placing?
“An almost easy win," Albereto said af-
terwards. "I think | was getting more
grip and that | was braking better than
the Lotuses. | say it was almost easy
because | had two problems. The first
was to get past de Angelis.  knew that |
could overtake him because | was faster
but | had to wait until | got a good op-
portunity to do so and I had fo wait for
my tyres to warm up. Secondly, | had to
take a completely crazy line to.get past
the debris left after Alliot's accident. |
was worried about Cheever because of
what happened at Monaco. To be ho-
nest, | wasn't too concerned about fuel
consumption although we didn’t have
our onboard computers during the
race."”

Stefan Johansson's path to the chequer-
ed flag wasn't as smooth as his team
mate's because of an erratic engine. "It
didn't pull cleanly when | pushed the
throttle pedal down. It was misfiring but
that didn't stop me from reeling in Albo-
reto."

JOHANSSON — “I COULD
HAVE GOT BY MICHELE
WHENEVER | WANTED TO”

What exucflg happened when the
Swede moved up into 2nd position on
lap 51 and began to chase his team
mate? He closed in steadily narrowing
the gap from 6.03sto 1.75s on lap 58. It
appeared that the two red cars were
vying with each other for the lead for a
good four laps. Had the Ferrari drivers
received instructions from their team
manager for a situation of this kind# */
could have got by whenever | wanted
to," came Johansson's cheeky reply.
"No-one had told me to stay behind
Alboreto. | was never shown any in-
structions from the pits to slow down.
Just as I caught Michele, he quickened
the pace and | felt discouraged from
r:aﬂ'ng to do anything more!”'

The Italian's version differed somewhat
from the Swede's account. “The only
reason Stefan caught me was thatl had
eased off to save on fuel. It was only a
precaution. He caught on very quickly,
let me assure you."

At the end of the race there were 10
litres of fuel in Alboreto’s fuel tank and 8
in Johansson's. They needn't have wor-
ried. An exceptional performance in
light of the dif'?lculf nature of the race
itself.

There remains one important point,
though. De Angelis had 10 litres left in
his Lotus tank and Tambay 18. If these
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v of team mate

and winner Alboreto and McLaren man Prost.

two drivers hadn't been held up by
other problems they would certainly
have changed the final results. Elio
complained that his engine was down
on power assoon as he tried to pushit to
its maximum. The decrease in power
coincided exacili with the moment his
tyres started to show signs of excessive
wear following his repeated attacks on
Alboreto whose rear right tyre was hard-
er. Senna didn't have the gods on his
side. He spent eight long minutes in the
pits whilst the Lotus mechanics refasten-
ed his turbo. Should he really have been
asked to rejoin the race, five laps behind
the leaders? “With a Grand Prix of the
kind,” team manager Peter Warr ex-
plained, “there’s always the possibility
of finishing well or even in the points.
Unfortunately, that wasn't the case.”
Frenchman Alain Prost had an unusual-
ly quiet race. It did look as though he
was sparing his engine or his fuel. He
wasn't. He quickened his pace fo catch
Johansson in the Ferrari and it was ob-
vious that he could easily have got past
the Swede to finish second. But, the
plucky Frenchman had left it too late this
time and he would almost certainl
have run out of fuel before the ﬁnisz
line. Yes, the MclLarens do have their
failings! “A shitty GP," said Alain. “No-
thing really bad or goed. | was playing
careful from the start but | should have
tried 1o get past Johansson earlier. | on-
ly had two litres of fuel left in my tank at
the finish. I'd rather forget about all that
now."

Prost really was latched on to the Ferra-
ri's gearbox at the hairpin braking area
and suddenly, for no apparent reason
he let go. He pulled up straight after
he'd got past the chequered flag al-
though his fuel tank wasn't completely
dry. He couldn't have been worrying
about his car being underweight — it
weighed in at a "hefty" 549 kilos!

The reigning World Champion Niki Lau-
da hadn't been looking too happy since
he'd set foot on North American soil. He
retired because of a leak in the water
cooling circuit. Perhaps his Mclaren's
radiator had been punctured by a piece
of Alliot's debris lying on the track?
Britain's Derek Warwick had asked fora

very hard tyre fo be fitted to his rear left
wheel. He spun off with no damage to
his car early on and then more dramati-
cally a second time. He clanged hard
into the guard rails giving his left wheel
rims a sizeable thump in the process as
well as buckling the rear suspension. Pat-
rick Tambay from France was on his way
to a good placing. He was powering
along in 4fE position on lap 46, only
17.44s off the leader and Bs behind Jo-
hansson. Without any warning 4th gear
went. ‘A real shame," he sighed. “I'm
sure that | could have finished 3rd. The
chassis was great, the engine couldn't
have been better, not quite as good as
the Ferrari, granted, but good enoughl”

ALBORETO — “1 WAS |
WORRIED ABOUT CHEEVER
BECAUSE OF MONACO”

Frank Williams must have felt proud of
his drivers. Keke Rosberg made two pit
stops but held on hard to 4th position to
finish less than half a minute behind
race winner Alboreto. A fighter if ever
there was one that Finn! *“/ was concen-
trating so hard on my driving that | can't
really say if everything was going as
well as it should have been. | think so...
Yeah, now | remember my first problem
came when Warwick went off. | thought
he was going to drag me out with him."
It looks as though the British team have
found an engine that is both powerful
and not too greedy with the fuel.

Ligier driver de Cesaris spun off the
track. Just as the Italian was on his way
back onto the track Winkelhock arrived
on the scene, completely unaware of
what had happened. There was no way
he could avoid hitting the blue car. An-
drea was lucky in that he could continue
although he had to pull up with brake
problems but for Manfred he was fore-
ed to retire. Jacques Laffite was given a
one-minute penalty for having anticipat-
ed the start but he finished 8th all the
same and took the prize for first Pirelli
boy home!
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Friday: The cold weather was a deter-
minative factor during the first day of
?ucrlfyingfortheCnnadiun Grand Prix,
here was also a great deal of dust and
dirt out on the track which is always to
be expected on-a non-permanent cir-
cuit, Tﬁm and the coldJ‘I 1° C) coupled
with a fine drizzle had de Cesaris, Tam-
bay and Warwick spinning off as the
tyres took a long time reaching their
ideal working temperatures. Johansson
and Baufsan%oih tangled and de Ange-
lis fell off the track. Not a particularly
good omen at the start of a Grand Prix
weekend,
Conditions during the last few minutes
of the first untimed practice session did
not improve as everyone tried to put in
a good fime on quallies in preparation
for the timed session. Normally, they
should have been able to improve on
their times by three seconds, but no-one
managed to, Prost and Alliot were the
most safisfied. Forthe RAM driver it was
the first time he had got through a prac-
tice session without experiencing any
problems and the McLaren driver putin
the fastest time ot the wheel of the
TAG-engined spare car

MARTINI — “I WAS ALMOST
FLAT OUT WHEN |
SUDDENLY FELT THE REAR
TRACK COLLAPSE”

At 1pm it was time for the drivers to
choose their qualifying tyres and get
them OKed br the marshals. For many
itwas a difficult moment. Stefan Johans-
son chose one set of hard racing tyres
and a set of soft rubber, For Latus driver
de Angelis, it was two sets of ultra-soft
qualifying rubber, team mate Senna
opted for one set of soft race tyresand a
set of quallies just like Alboreto, Tam-
bay, Laffite and Prost, The result was
pandemanium throughout the first 60-
minute timed session, Those on hard
tyres stayed out on the track as they put
inone lap after another with their softer-
shod friends trying to get past. There
was so much traffic that no-one manag-
ed fo get in a single free lap. To mul?e
matters worse the red flag was waved
twice, Firstly Martini's Minardi had to be
removed following a particularly spec-
tacular off. The young Italian was fortu-
nately unharmed and later explained
what happened, "l was almost flat out
down the strai ht leading into the hair-
pin when | suddenly felf the rear track
collapse. | was doing about 260 kph
and the car went hurtling backwards
straight into the guard rails 200 metres
behind me. The wheels were torn off
and the suspension buckled under the
impact." Just at that point, flames were
coming out of Cheever's Alfa when a
turbo blew. Once the pick-up trucks had
removed the two cars the practice ses-
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sion resumed its course for qlt of ten
minutes. Eddie went out again in the
spare car and another turbo went w”.h
the same result as before. He couldn't
aven go out in Patrese's car as the rear
end o?1he Italian's Alfa was black as his
turbo had also blown causing another
fire.

The Williams teom had a :Pote of en-
ine failures on their Honda Vés. The
grivars broke two new units and two of
the previous ones.
Those drivers that had opted to go out
on hard tyres had put in the tastest
times. Alboreto put in the first provision-
al pole position time on Bs which can
usually last a good half a GP. He broke
Piquet's pole fime from last year by
three tenths of o second. “Last year,"
the ltalian said, “my Ferrari was much
harder to drive on this circuit. This time
I felt as though | was at the wheel of a
Rolls Royce!” A statement that must
have made the Commendatore happy.
Alain Prost was third fastest having asl-
ed for hard tyres on his McLaren. Ar-
rows man Boutsen explained that “The
temperature of the track surface itselfis
so low that if you fit soft tyres fo the front
wheels they simply don 'twarm up. Affer
a good five J’ags you can feel that the
grip’s coming but by that time the rear
fyres are worn cousing the rear to un-
dersteer and then become unconirol-
able.”
De Angelis had similer problems where-
as his Brazilion team mote Senna putin
the second fastest time on qualifying
rubber. He, though, was already think-
ing ahead, “They've predicted warm
sunngcondmons lortomorrow so it's not
worth worrying toe much foday,”
Senna's weathermen were right — Sat-
urday's sky was blue. Ferrari driver Albo-
reto said, “The fimes are going to be
faster today and we're goin fa%e able
to work on fuel economy.” With all the
tyre problems of the previous day, no-
one had given any thought to fuel
consumption figures, On Saturday, how-
ever, a good eighty minutes of the
ninety-minute session wos spent caleulat-
ing exactly how much fuel the varioys
engines were using fo avoid a repeat-
performance of the Imola fiasco. Each
carhad 220 litres of fuel for approxima-
tely 300 km enabling the drivers fo use
a maximum of 73 litres of fuel per
100km, therefore 3.22 litres per lap —
depending on the turbo boost pressure
seﬂlr:f and the pace of the race, It
would therefore be up to each driver o
find a suitable compromise and not
worry about anyone else. Just what o
racing driver likes. Most engineers had
fitted their drivers' cars with onboard
computers so that they would know
exnntlg how much fuel was left in the
tank, how much they were using at a
precise moment, average fuel consump-
tion per lap, how many laps were |ug,
how much they could turn up the boost
pressure knob and so on. These compu-
ters are not always accurate, For exam-
ple, on the closingl lap at Imola Bout-
sen's computer informed him that he
had enough fuel to cover three more

All black on the first line, all red on the seco nd. Lotus took charge of qualifying and Ferrari of the race.

Prost (McLaren No 2) made a heroic
charge up the field during the closing

laps to combat the Ferraris but he left
it too late,

A petrol pump attendant watches
Tambay (Renault No 16) and Riccardo
Patrese (Alfa No 23) streak past.
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laps whereas he ran completely dry
wi“r)hin yards of the chequered flag. On
the other hand Prost set his computer fo
enable him to finsh the GP, and this he
did with only one litre of the precious
liquid left in his tank. Marelli have just
completed a device for Ferrari which
was being used for the first time at Mont-
real. Rumours were going round fo the
effect it wasn't worth having an onboard
being a good 4% or ten litres out, the
equivalent of three laps. At present
McLaren are the only team to have a
reliable and trustworthy computer. The
Renault drivers are still waiting for a
Renix/Renault device to be completed
and both they and the Lotus pair go by
the fuel consumption calculations work-
ed out during practice. Tambay had
worked out his own guide lines, “/ think
we'll be using more fuel here than at
Imola. It'll be preferable to wait before
attacking. I'm going to follow Prost and
Lauda, they'll know what pace to
adopt." Bernard Dudot the Renault en-
gines man commented, “Montreal is
definitely going to be hard, but not as
hard as Imola. Here all our clients will
be featuring the EF15 unit which uses
between 4 and 5% less fuel than the
EF4b."

SENNA — “ELIO USED HIS
TYRES BETTER THAN | DID”

Frank Williams anneunced that his new
Vés were also 4 1o 5% less greedy than
his former Honda engines. It wasn't
enough, though, and the Japanese en-
gineers advised lower boost pressure.
What about the real meaning behind
the word ‘race'? Triple World Champion
title holder Jackie Stewart asked drivers
how many gear changes they made per
lap: Prost 34, Alboreto, Johansson, Pi-
quet and Rosberg 31, and 34 for Senna.
Despite it being warmer than on Friday
there was still not much grip out on the
track. The ideal tyre choice was soft
tyres to the front which were warmed by
fitting hard tyres to the rear for a few
laps and then quickly changing them
for a second softer set. Thus shod, the
two Lotus drivers put in the fastest times,
This time Senna wasn't quickest, but de
Angelis. “Elio made better use of his
tyres than | did," the Brazilian explain-
ed. “This pole position," Elic said,
“proves that it's no fluke that I'm provi-
sionally leading the World Champion-
ship. When everything's going right, |
too, can be quick." For others, it was an
entirely different kettle of fish.

Just as Prost was about to go out for a
fast lap his TAG engine blew. Alliot had
gear selection Fro lems, Rosberg had
engine failure. Fabi's turbo blew. Albo-
reto and Mansell both had fires break
out when their respective turbos also
blew. Damage to the Ferrari was so bad
that it had to be replaced by the spare
car for the race. Piquet had a hair-rais-
ing momentwhen the rear right suspen-
sion unit snapped, sendingiim off the
track most impressively. ™
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The sun was making a feeble attemptto
shine through the thin uniform layer of
clouds. Was the light breeze going to

ring rain or shine for the afternoon?
Tyre choice was again a fricky business
and during the thirty-minute warm-up
session the drivers and engineers fried
out every possible type of combination
their respective rubber suppliers had
.available. Quite a number of inferest-
ing variations were thus obtained, De
Angelis, Senna and Johansson opted
for Bs (soft race tyres) to the front, an A
(hard race rubber) to the rear right
wheel and a very hard AA to the rear
left wheel. The two Mclaren drivers,
Lauda and Prost, together with Albo-
refo decided to race with three Bs and
an A to the rear left corner, Tambay
asked for As to all four, team mate
Warwick chose three As and an AA to
the rear left. There was less variation
amongst the Pirelli clan. They oﬁhd for
soft race 3 rubber to all four wheels. In
the Lotus pits, there was a problem of
an entirely different nature to contend
with simultaneously, Senna's engine was
down on power. The mechanics as-
sembled a new engine for the starf.
With r?urdn to fuel economy, it was
deemeda wise Erecﬁuﬁan totopallthe
cars up to the brim to ensure that the
cars finished the 309-km race — 311
km counting the grid formation lap...
1pm local time, And they were ofr with
de Angelis getting away perfectly from
his pole position slot before his team
mate could beat him to it, despite his
own excellent start. As the pack jostled
for position behind the two black cars
Albareto, Warwick and Johansson emerg-
ed close on their heels, whilst Prost and
Boutsen weren't Iookini?oo good, For-
tunately there was no wheel banging or
tﬂngmg and the Canadian Grand Brix
was off to a trouble-free start.

l o De Angelis 15m 14,9994 Albo.
| reto 15m 18.908s; Johansson
15m 23.893s; Tombay 15m

LAPS 27,3134 Prot 13m 28, 428
Cheever 15m 37,0655 Mmuﬁ
15m 38.903s; Boutsen 15m

42,2585 Patrese 15m 45,649
Wan_'dci Sm 46,701y, a
Sty oy St T

S gagreo otk
im 05, ; Surer 16m
05,8494, Brundla Tém 09,5641,
Alliot 16m 14,8793, Ghinzani
16m 19.2985, Martini 16m

33.0974; De Casaris 9 laps,

Toleman driver Fabi was very unluckyin

‘ unluck
that on his way to the final grid h-k¥¢ll
victim of q.lu,c‘? leak and rejoined the
ere the mechanics hurriedly got
Wnnmhomnndupamwmudy
talian, He was forced to start the

1 t,h't“pt!r Iun:hcuﬁ r;aul# llauu

‘ e fo get the Hart engine
: un‘ill're'-p-s m‘- race. Fab ig as
even | nr rtunate in that once his
engine finally Q_M.,?‘:ing his turbo pres-
A
wasn't alone. Piquet had also been
let down by the Bmlﬁmm’a.muhanlcah

't even completed a single
;’:T’;\‘:‘a’r‘uzﬂai:nvl gearbox was without
anything above 2nd gear.

24,993y De An-

20 Am'gms%.ﬂb 1s; Johansson
Sam 31.683s; Tamba; 30m

LAPS  343aas prost 30m 374205
Cheever 30m 54, 140s; Mansell

31m 13.110s; Rosberg 31m
13.697% Loffte 31m 26,6185
Be Tm 32.6793; Surer 31m

1,680 Bollt 31m 49,47 15, Brun.

dle 31m 52,1465 De Cesoris 19

I Ghinzani 19 laps; Mortini

10 laps; Alliot 19 Japs.

Meanwhile, the two Lotus drivers had
powered away with the lead, extending
quite a bit of daylight between them-
selves and theirimmediate pursuers, de
Angelis ever so slightly ahead of Senna.
At the end of lap 2 they were 4,575
‘ahead of Alboreto and 7.49s ahead of
Warwick. The Britisher had made an
excellent start but soon appeared to be
in trouble almost certainly because of
his hard tyres. He spun on lap 4 and
dropped back from 4th to 12th position,
Trouble reared its ugly head on lap 6.
Senna made what seemed to be an
interminably long pit stop — 8m. His left
turbo collarhad split open. He received
orders to go back out and rejoin the
race, five laps behind the others. De
Cesaris was also in big trouble on that
same 6th lap. He got his blue Ligierinto
aspin and just as he was getting himself
out of a particularly dangerous posi-
tion, he succeeded in spinning again
just as Winkelhock was coming up. There
was no way the German could avoid
ramming the Ligier. Dumt:’go was slight
for the Italian who limped back to ﬂw
&1‘1 for minor repairs 1o his car but for

nkelhock it spelt the end of the Mont-
real GP.

30 Alboreto 45m .?ZOOC.W De An-

.21
5m 40.454s; Tambay 45m
LAPS 43,1468, Prost 43m 49,070
V' Mansel 46m 08.7675, Cheever
46m 10.037s; Lovda dém
20,688, Boutsen 46m 34,5315,

Pairese d6m 35, f.;p
o 53 903s, Lorhmosbery
l?lr 20 Surer

esaris 29 Bel-

f Da
f 29 I Brundle 2
Gﬁhm?gg .’n:a‘, A!‘f?ﬂl 27 ‘Iz,‘;:{

De Angelis was still firmly in control of
pre;u_dlnps and with his team mate
ow five ﬂ:l behind, his immediate
threat was Alboreto in the Ferrari who
was slowly reeling in the black car, The
?’nurrowod from 5.515 on lap 7 to
4.57s on lap 9, 2,61s on lop 11 and
then E 0.93s on lap 13. It was obvious
hat the Ferrari would make quick work
crstin ool Tefofo
bed for a way past going in
chicane and thn made o ther o
T o Bl e 2 ey wih
e lead, | was - goin, et his
fellow countryman off| qu?n ygnd hou né-

The Williams-Honda seems to suit
Nigel Mansell down to the ground.
He's been in the points three times in
five GPs (bottom right).

De Angelis (Lotus No 11) fended off
Johansson (Ferrari No 28) from taking
his second place as long as he could.
The Italian finished 5th (below),

Testing was hot for Alfa — three
charred rear ends before the Race
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ed him for the next 17 laps, audaciously
trying fo get past whenever the oppor-
tunity arose, but allin vain. It was finally
the tyres that prevented him from grab-
bing back the lead and Alboreto inexo-
rub?y built up a solid cushion. Next, the
Lotus fell into the claws of Johansson in
the second Ferrari but the battle was
fiercer. De Angelis and the Swede went
into the hairpin together, their wheels
touching as Tﬁey fought for position. B
some miracle both drivers came throu
unscathed, the Italian still ahead. On
lap 51 Johansson repeated the manoeu-
vre and took 2nd position. The two red
cars bearing the insignia of the pranc-
ing horse galloped off towards a 1-2
final placing, there being no-one near
enough to push them into hurrying the
pace and into running out of fuel.

Alboreto 1 hour 00m 30.997s;

40 De Angelis 1 hour 00m 31.493s;
Johansson 1 hour 00m 41.851s;

LAPS Tambay 1 hour 00m 51.810s;
Prost 1 howr 00m 58.318s; Man-
sell 1 hour 00m 58.878s; Chee-
ver 1 hour O1m 40.396s; Ros-
berg | hour 01m 53.049s; Bout-
sen 39 laps; Patrese 39 laps;
Laffite 39 laps; De Cesaris 39
laps; ﬂofsgor 39 laps; Surer 39
laps; Bellof 39 laps; Brundle 39
laps; Lauda 37 lops.

De Angelis, meanwhile, was droppin
back further and further. It only tool
Prost B laps to make upground onwhat
had previously seemed an-enormous
ap. The Frenchman was on the Lotus
Srivar‘s earbox on lap 61 and he then
pouncag on lap 62. Alain had been
treading fairly cautiously up until that
point, clinging to 5th position as he was
unable to gain ground on Tambay. the
Renault being faster down the straights.
He finally got past the Régie driver

Alboreto 1 hour 15m 35.958s;

s De Angelis 1 hour 15m 44,59 1s;
Jdohansson 1 hour 15m 45.021s;

LAPS  Frast 7 hour 16m 06,5165, Fom:
]
1 hour 16m arg
hour 16m 453965 Cheever 49
laps; Laffite 49 laps; Boutsen 49
fo aPﬂtnndPlng‘Cuam
4g‘iapulorp-r4 laps; Surer 48
laps; Bellof 48 laps; Brundle 48
lops; Senna 45 laps.

when the gearbox started playing up
on the yellow car, Prost was conceding
13.75s10 the leader and 125 to Johans-
son and the spectators had the p
of an exciting end to the GP, The gritty
Frenchman got down to business and
began hauling in the Swede's red car
9.56s ahead of him. The gap narrowed
to5.1son lap 67 and by lap 68 Johans-
son was no more than a mere second
ahead of the red and white MeLaren.
Prost was right under the Ferrari's gear-
box on lap 69 and it looked as though
Johansson's time had surely come. Just
as suddenly, Prost eased !l#: on the
throttle. Rather than risk cking his
neck out too far and repeating his
unfortunate performance at San

no, the Frenchman let Johansson go 1o
make it a 1-2 for Ferrari,

|
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Mclaren-TAG Porsche (DPPI)

NIKI LAUDA PULLED OUT LEAVING ALAIN PROST ALONE TO HAUL IN THE TWO FERRARIS. HE SCORED ANOTHER 4 POINTS
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Nigel Mansell (Williams Honda) Autopresse

BRITAIN'S NIGEL MANSELL POWERED ALONG IN THE COMPANY OF JACQUES LAFFITE, EDDIE CHEEVER AND THIERRY BOUTSEN




SET A PORSCHE
TO CATCH A PORS CHE

w ITH ABOUT 200 OF THE ALLOTTED 2,210 LITRES OF FUEL
LEFT AT THE END OF THE RACE, THE JOEST RACING
PORSCHE 956, DRIVEN BY LUDWIG/B ARILLA/WINTER COVERED 5,088.507 KM

OVER THE 24 HOUR PERIOD, AN AVERAGE SPEED OF 212.021 KPH. A NEW
RECORD FOR THE CLASSIC FRENCH RACE.

by Jean-Faul Renvoizé
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Before the start of the 53rd Le
24 Hours, 1|he|press seeTed =
than just a little sceptical. Head|;
announced: "'The Death of Eng‘l,lpue:
Racing", or joked: “The 24 Hoyr ce
Economy Run" or talked about "1,
Limited Fuel Allowances and the
Limited Sporting Interest”, etc.

Just as in all other rounds of the Wy
Eadurance Championship (run oyer I
1,000 km), the world famous French
race obliged teams to carefully plan

Muhs
ore

Fitzpatrick, Lloyd and Brun Motorsport
taams. Race outsiders like the Emka
Aston-Martin, Jaguar XRJ SS, Cougar-
Porsche, Alba Carmo, WM Peugeots,
Toyota-Dome, etc followed and, in all,
there were 49 (out of a maximum 55)
cars at the start,

|t is interesting to note that Porsche
engines were in the majority (16
against 14 Fords) and more than half
(25) of the cars were e vipped with
either single or twin turboes. In fact,

their factics and rh
! : ythm. Each one had
:Ls.ﬁwn idea of how to finish the event
ith the fuel allowed; appropriate
gearbox ratios, pel‘fedeéb
°f:: ynamics, reduced turbo
¥he EUT;IS. strict instructions to drivers...
ucfoo |1n'luns Porsche team, ie the
i e\?;' 1cld painstakingly prepared
1964 oxa roreagnst e
1 st against the
fﬁ'.lﬁ“,"’, tion rules. To most pecple's
e G ey were the absolute
e cJ:;nﬂ'h 1‘51e 962C, 600 bhp
eqa
b er of the 1985 World
came as no |

three worke urprise, then, that the

cars were all well placed
d. Pole-position went
mpanied by Hans-
e hh atime ﬁf l:r'n |
e him was the identical
iqronﬁ:?;cg lcl:’x anad Jochen Mass
! corde .
Lancias, in the hand;‘gfsgsal i
e\ECEIZIr'::Im'B\:|Idi:'(:esc|rit.: and
se:QBk/Nqnnipi!QQsario were on the
o nd and third lines of the grid in
e midst of the hoard of private

An impressive maiden
WEC round for the
Cougar-Porsche.
(above)

One Jaguar held out for
all of 24 hours.
(top right)

One out of three M1s

turbo-engines seemed to rule over the
weekend and this was reflected in the
final results. Neither the Jaguars' nor
the Aston Martins' normally-aspirated
engines were really in with a chance,
although the Aston Martin, with its Y8,
got off to a fast start but was soon
obliged to slow its pace and keep a
watch on its fuel consumption.

The most important question in all
team-managers' minds before this
year's Le Mans 24 Hours was how

made it to the end to
clinch the Group B
title. (bottom)

Porsche entries from the Joest, Kremer,
they were going to cope with the 15%
reduction in the amount of fuel
allowed. Reinhold Joest, being the sly
old fox he is, had his own ideas for the
NewMan Porsche.

SECRET PACT _

Conscious that history has repeatedly
shown that it is unwise to try out new
techniques at Le Mans, his arsche
956 was aerodynamically identical to
the one that gave him his first success
as team-manager here in 1984, the
car being set up to give as much
round effect as possible. But possibly
the most decisive factor was that he
had opted to use the same Bosch
electronic ignition as last year and not
the new, specially-designed pack that




Disappointing
the Lancia
Martinis

at Le Mans,
“Could have
done better”,

Neatly designed
with a well.
prepared
turbocharged 5.
litre Mvrred‘ensvs
engine under (he
bonnet, the
Sauber appeared
to be fastest of
the non-Porsche
brigade during
practice on
Wednesday.
Ozeki Hajime
caught John
Nielsen as he got
the car into this
spectacular
sommersault o
the l'-lummdiér:ler
bump, ruining his
feam'’s hopes of
taking part in the
world's most
prestigious
Endurance race,

t!:rt:l baenldeveloged to cope with the
circsytm tion problems on the French
nnnm - A further detail, and one which
2 @ of fhe.ofher Porsche teams
'ox:‘r" s or private) had thought of, was
etro'lm" e driver to modify the air-
f?hm 'rrnxfure from inside iﬁe cockpit.
i fo make sure that he held as
cumZ1rump cards as possible, he
Rime ;Lu secret agreement with
ok ;N loyd before the start. The
il ewMan and Canon Porsches,
i most comﬁeﬁﬁva private
! « would work together to beat
Tha factory ears,
duiism respective team-managers
ot a to adopt a pace which was a
Fall o audacious than the one Peter
e mpl;:sad on his Rothmans 962s
otk mksdcblu to do that, the drivers
it ed 1o slip-stream each other
il ”(:. straights in order to save
et 18 way, Klaus Ludwig and
el !lPaImar‘were able to get off
cumgmtc start withaut the overriding
bl o Plion worries that faced the
e iy, As they constantl
bl ook each other in the firafi\nun
10 b o surcae) v Hemose e

! vel bef
Without the use of Dl'lbﬂﬂl:;n ik

computers, Ludwig and Palmer were
able to build up a gap between
themselves and the works cars and,
thanks to their slip-streaming tactics,
were able to keep under 7000 rpm
along the Hunaudiéres Straight whilst
taking each bend at the limit to avoid
fuel guzzling acceleration on exit.

In the Rothmans Porsche and Martini
Lancia camps, nobody was unduly
worried about the two "'hares' out
front, They were all certain that
Ludwlg and Palmer would, sooner or
later, dearly pay for their antics when
it came round to refuelling. They were
completely unaware of the fuel-saving
eatures of the NewMan car.

Doubts began to rise as the first
consumption figures came through.
The Canon team, too, began to
suspect that something was amiss
5'?:& not only was Ludwig the fastest
?u;lha pair but he was also using less

WINNING TACTICS

Jl#' before midnight on the Saturday,
3n ar “euriz 9 hours of racing, the
gine on Palmer's car began to

H O U __E_S

cough. Until then, he had never been
more than fifteen seconds behind the
Joest Porsche and that was only
because his refuelling pitstops tended
to take a little longer tﬁan Ludwig's.
The English driver was forced to stop
at his pits and it took the Lloyd Racing
mechanics all of three laps to pinpoint
and repair the Erobiem. The Motronic
ignition pack, the one that Joest had
3eded not to use, had failed and
needed replacing. The same problem
had already caused Jacky Ickx's
Porsche to sze a lot of time. The
importance of the incident can be fully
appreciated when one considers that
three laps are all that separated
Palmer Frorn Ludwig at the end of the
race,
Consequently, the Joest Porsche was
able to continue its race with a healthy
safety margin. It was already clear
that Ludwig would not be worried by
fuel consumption despite being the
fastest car. Furthermore, the German
team was spared any mechanical
problems which, 1o say the least, was
not true of the other Porsche and
Lancia teams.
We have got so used to seeing the
Rothmans Porsches run like clockwork
that it was a little surprising to see
them plagued by a number of
Eroblems (badly fitted bodywork,

adly mounted oil circuit, faulty anti-
roll bar, hub failure (and, on
Holbert/Schuppan/Watson's car,
crankshaft foirurs), The time lost as a
result of all these problems meant that
the works drivers were obliged to go
quicker to stay in touch and that, of
course, meant higher fuel
consumption,
Lancia's problem was that they had

TOYOTA
graa LR i rEEI B TAIIEE

LEYTON 7 HOUSE

SIS ITL I

First there was Mazda, now Toyota are interested...
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based their race tactics on those of the
Rothmans Porsches, on paper their
main rivalsl But for this, the two ltalian
cars would certainly have finished
higher, although a different strateg
would probably not have avoided the
loss of twenty or so minutes to change
the turbo waste-gate on
Wollek/Nannini's car nor a similar
time loss for Pescarolo/Baldi because
of a faulty starter and difficulties with
a door not closing properly.

OTHER INCIDENTS

Behind Ludwig, the race continued
and there were a number of incidents
during the race. Alain de Cadenet's
Cougar-Porsche and Larrauri's Porsche
had come info contact with each other
on the Hunaudiéres straight. De
Cadenet continued but with damaged
suspension but it couldn't have been
much fun for him, especially when
heavy vibrations and handling
problems further handicapped the
Cougar team. Ickx and Mass in the
Porsche 962 made a number of stops
at their pits to change a faulty
electronic ignition pack and to change
the gearbox affer an oil pipe had split.
Because of the amount of fime lost,
"Monsieur Le Mans”, Jacky Ickx, was
forced to quicken his pace which
allowed him to breck the lap record o
number of fimes. Paul Belmondo was
forced to retire after an accident just
after the Dunlop bridge caused by
cold tyres and rally driver Jean-Claude
Andruet went out after leaving the
road just before the Mulsanne bend at
the end of the Hunaudiéres straight
when a tyre burst.
In the Groups, the only survivor of a
rather thin field of Group B cars was
the BMW M1 of Doren/Birrane/Libert
who finished a creditable 15th, 66
laps behind the leaders. Winners of
the GTP category.
Tullius/Robinson/Ballot Lena took their
Ju%uur XRJ 5 to 13th place, 49 laps
behind Ludwig, ahead of
Spice!Bellmlgalvin's Tiga Coswarth,
winners of a rather stormy Group C2

Ty DOy WAL ’: b Emhn;;u:n_n
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finished as in
this photo —

ahead of the

Group 44 Jag.

race within the race,
Indeed, the Group C2 struggle proved
to be more interesting than overa
lead. Early leader, Ray Mallock, in the
Bovis sponsored Ecosse-Ford left the
lead to Gordon Spice during the 13th
hour when he was forced to retire with
a blown engine. The Tiga-Ford, in turn,
then had to make a number of pit-
stops because of bodywork problems
and that allowed the last remaining
Mazda 737 through, in the hands of
David Kennedy and the Martin
brothers.
On the Sunday morning, however, the
Japanese car dropped down the
leader board following gearbox
failure and Spice/Bellm/Galvin were
able to regain the lead, keeping it
until the end of the race.

PARADOX

Despite those that cloimed that this
year's Le Mans 24 Hours would be
devoid of interest, that there wouldn't
be many spectators and that race
performances would be disappointing,
quite the contrary happened’.’The
public turned out in greater numbers
than last year, the race was not as
monotonous as feared and the
distance and lap records were beaten.
Jurgen Barth, responsible for Porsche's
“client”, was not unduly surprised at
the increase in public interest and in
the record beating performances,

“I don't know why some people are
hailing the death of Endurance
racing”, he declared shortly before the
start. “During practice this year, the
Automobile Cﬁub de I'Ouest recorded
an increase of 25% in the number of
spectators| There are eight factory
teams present. OK, Endurance racing
has paid the price of unstable
regulations over the last few years but
that is all settled now, even if it does
mean fuel restrictions, That's
something that will tend to reduce the
gap between the beftter off and less
well off teams. All motors and all cars
are now in with a more equal chance
and thet, to my mind, is progress. In

Walter
Brun's 9565
enthused
the crowds.
(left)

Wi
Needell/
O'Rourke/
Faure in the

From the pits

Mike Thackwell declared that he gnpyed'
the night driving. That's something you
seldom hear and is even more relevant,
since the New Zealand driver was com-
peting at Le Mans for the first time.

Dudley Wood, who had an accident dur-
ing early practice sessions on the Wed-
nesday evening, was taken to hospital in
the town of Le Mans with multiple abra-
sions and a leg fracture.

d There were marked diH’ehrence; inF fLLE'

" | consumption figures at the end of the
ﬁenmsﬂweek : race. Thpa winning Joest Racing Porsche
956 used less than 6 litres a lap (5.96 litres
for Ludwig) whilst the Rothmans Porsche
962s used just over 6 litres (6.36 for Hol-
bert and 6.38 for Bell). For Jaguar, the
figure was way above this average.
At the finish, the NewMan Porsche still
had 212 out of 2210 litres in reserve.

Canon said that they were relatively dis-
appointed in the performance of the Por-
sche that they have sponsored now for
the last three yearsin Endurance racing. It
is possible that they might stop their acti-
vities in this area to concentrate on F1
where they are already involved with
Williams.

All the major tyre manufacturers were
present except for Pirelli. The league table
was: 1st, Dunlop (14 cars + 3 Dunlop
Jopan); 2nd, Avon (13 cars); 3rd, Michelin
8 cars); 4th Goodyear (7 cars) followed
Ly Yokohama and Bridgestone.

The biggest engine? The Jaguar Group 44
with its V12, IMSA GTP at 5955 cc. The
smallest? The Group C2 Tiga-Ford's 4
cylinders with 2380 cc (1700cc + turbo
coefficient).

Bob Wollek won the Le Mans/Daytena
trophy. After finishing 8th at Le Mans in
1984 and winning Daytona this year, the
French driver received his prize the day
before the start of this year's race.

There were no Pontiac Firebirds at Le
Mans this time. The cars were too far
behind in their preparation, so the two
IMSA category cars stayed in the States.
Shame!

The Silverstone/Le Mans Trophy was won
by Bell/Stuck (2nd in England and 3rd in
France).

No less than 927 marshals were present
this year, posted along the 13.626 km
long circuit.

After this year's race, the league table of
the most experienced drivers on the
French circuit is: 1st, Claude Ballot Lena
(20 participations); 2nd, Henri Pescarolo
(19); 3rd, Claude Haldi (18); 4th, Jean-
Claude Andruet (17); 5th, David Hobbs
(16); 6th, Jacky Ickx (15). It's worth notin
that the last named driver holds the recor
for the number of victories (6).

Thanks to their Group C2 victory at Le
Mans, Spice and Bellm (Ti?u Cosworth)
strengthen their position asleaders of the
F.LLA. C2 prototype Trophy.
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any case, that's the only way we will
be able to bring other manufacturers
and Nissan were looking for such a
stable, more equitable situation
before committing themselves.
Getting back to [e Mans, I don't think
that the race will be boring. Race
tactics are going to play an important

M A N

S 2 4

role and, whoever wins, will have
deserved it."

Barth didn’t soy whether he was
aware of Joest's factics at this moment
before the race but, even if Peter Eullk
is disappointed at the result, Ludwig's
victory means that the German

- manufacturer has now won the French

M. O, USSR

classic ten fimes and, as it is now
beginning to happen in F1, has
proved that advanced technology
does not necessarily have to go hang
in hand with increasing fuel
consumption. Ludwig's victory shows
that we are taking a step in the right
direction.

The first consumption figures to filter
through at Le Mans immediately show-
ed that the Joest Racing Porsche 956
was a lof less thirsty than most of its
mainopponents. The NewMan car driy-
en by Ludwig/Barilla/Winter was given
at 40 litres per 100 km, whilst the others
Wwere averaging between 42 and 50
litres!
You could see the surprise on the faces
of the other teams’ engineers, Was
Ludwig using the 3-litre engine, known
ta be more economical than the 2.71
version, or was he benefiting from some
major aerodynamic modification? At
rst, given the pace that the German
driver was maintaining, most observers
believed that the Joest team had got
their calculations all wrong. Far from if.
Joest and his engineers had perfectly
worked out their tactics, basin them-
selveson a “distance completed” factor
rather than the “time” factor like most
other teams. It became clear, as the
consumption figures came through that
the NewMan Porsche would be able to
continue its rhythm without having to
worry about fuel economy,

JOEST, THE ECONOMY KING

Joest’s secret? Quite simple really but
only the grey-templed German was dar-
ing enough fo ugply it. His engineers
had worked hard to get the 6-cylinder
engine to run on as weak a petrol/air
mixture as possible. So weak, in fact,
that the factory declined all responsi-
bility for the risks of piston failure, espe-
cially if the weather turned out to be as
scorching hot as it sometimes can be.
Joesrl, however, had thought of that and
had fitted two alternative rogrammes
for the Bosch Motronic ignition but, as it
turned out, the drivers gid not have to
‘;esfori |i|o them.
urther, very important advantage
for the NewMan team was that lhgy
were able to use the talents of Klaus
Ludwig, winner of the French race on
wo previous occasions. Ludwig's experi-
ence allowed him to drive smoothly,
keeping in as high a gear as possible,
avoiding snatchy gear changes, accel-
erating smoothly out of bends and wise-
ly benefiting from the slip-streaming
:ffecl from other competitors,
At the beginning of the race, | was able
to slip-stream Palmer's Porsche,” ex-

56

plained the German driver. “As o resulf,
I was able to reduce the turbo pressure
and it was soon clear that we would
haveno consumption worries, When the
Pace car came on to the circuit following
Andruet’s mishap, we had no need to
change our rhythm, | vsed this time to
work on the car but I would like to
underline that we ex erienced no me-
giﬂmm’f prabdfsrns whatsoever and the
T only underwent routi,

fhaoughcuf the race." e
en we mentioned that his race seem-

ed, from ihp track-side, to be an easy
drive, the driver of the NewMan Porsche
retorted, “That's maybe the impression
ou got from outside the car but if you'd
heon inside withme you'd have realised
that that was far from the truth. lhad to
constantly fight with the turbo ressure
on minimum, whilst having to brake as
late as possible and changing gear as
seldom as possible! And al? the fime the
;ar was set up with minimum down-
orcu.'No, really, | can assure you that it
wasn't at all as easy as it may have

LEMANS 24 HOURS
2 Mans 24 Hours, round three of the
\Lﬁo’ﬂg Endurance Chumpionship for
makes and round four of the Drivers'
World Endurance Championship.
Date: June 15, 1985.

Circuit: Le Mans. )
Track Length: 13.626 km/8.47 miles.
Weather: Dry and mild. o
Starters: 49. Finishers: 29. Qualified:
24, Reriremenf§: 20‘

QUALIFIING

14.80s; 1. Ickx/Mass (Rothmans Porsche 962)
3m 15.28s; 4. Wollek/Nannini/Cesario (Mar-
fini Lancia) 3m 15.95s; 7. Ludwig/Barilla/Win-
ter (New-Man Joest Porsche 956) 3m 20.03s;
3. Holbert/Schuppan/Watson (Rothmans-Por-
sche 962) 3m 22.98s; 5. Pescarolo/Baldi/Ce-
sario (Martini-Lancia) 3m 23.46s; 10. Hytten/
Fouche/Van der Merwe (Kremer Porsche 956)
3m 24.13s; 8. Belmondo/de Navarez/Miller
(New-Man Joest Porsche 956) 3m 25.52s; 14.
Palmer/Weaver/Lloyd (Porsche 956 Lioyd Rac-
ing) 3m 25,58s; 18. Sigala/Larrauri/Tarquini
(Parsche 956 Brun Motarsport) 3m 26.67s; 19.
Brun/Gouhier/Theys (Porsche 956 Brun Mator-
sport) 3m 30.33s; 33. Gartner/Hobbs/Edwards
(Porsche 956 Fitzpatrick) 3m 32.84s; 66. Nee-
dell/O'Rourke/Faure [Porsche 256) 3m 33.30s;
11. Jarier/Thackwell/Konrad (Porsche 956
Kremer) 3m 33.41s; 44. Tullius/Robinson/Bal-
lot Lena (Jaguar XJR 5 V.12) 3m 35.32s; 40.
Redman/Haywood/Adam (Jaguar KJR 5V.12)
3m 37.29s; 13. Courage/de Cadenet/Yvon
(Courage-Porsche Primagaz) 3m 38.18s; 43.
Haldi/Dorchy/Andruet (WM Peugeot V6) 3m
38.40s; 80. Finotto/Bertuzzi/Dacco (Alba-
Carma) 3m 42.62s; 42. Pignard/Raulet/Ren-
deau (WM Peugeot V6) 3m 43.07s; 38. Elgh/
Leeds/Suzuki (Toyota Dome 85 C) 3m 43.775;
79. Wilds/Mallock/Leslie (Ecosse Ford Cos-
worth) 3m 44.17s; 34. Duxbury/Danner/Cop-
pelli (March 84 G Porsche) 3m 44.84s; 82.
Giangrossi/Barberio/Radicella (Alba Grifo
Cosworth) 3m 46.97s; 67. Witmeur/de Thoisy/
Gonin (Rendeau Cosworth VB) 3m 47.53s; 74.
Jelinsky/Graham/Adams (Gel hardt Ford Cos-
worth) 3m 47.76s; 70. S ice/Bellm/Galvin
(Tiga Ford Cosworth) 3m fs.oas; 36. Nakoji-
ma/Hoshino/Sekiya ;‘loyom Tom's 85) 3m

8,67s; 41, “Panic"/Pessiot/Farnage (WM
Peugeot V6) 3m 49.205; 31, Yver/Rousselot/
Servanin (Rondeau Ford Cosworth) 3m 49.525;
77. Davey/Crang/Lanfranchi (Tiga Ford Cos-
worth) 3m 50.37s; 100. Jones/Smith/Cohen
Olivar (Chevron Ford Cosworth) 3m 51.775
39. Sotty/Justice/Oudet (Rondeau Coswm_‘ih
VB) 3m 51.86s; 90. Winther/Mercer/Smith
Haas (URD BMW) 3m 52.17s; 104. Dubois/
Striebig/Del Bello (Rondeau Cosworth V8] 3m
92.795; 152, Grohs/Heger/Koenig (BMW M. 1)
3m 54.285, 75 Harrower/Earle/Sheldon (Geb-
hardt Ford Cosworth) 3m 55.62s; 46, Bussi/
Griffin/Speer (Rondeau Cosworth V8) 3m
55,65s; 85, Katayama/Terada/Yorine (Maz-
daspeed 737) 3m 57.73s; 24, De Dryver/Coo-
per/Bourgoignie (Cheetah Aston-Martin) 3m
38.335, 151, Doren/Birrane/Libert (BMW M. 1)
Am00.31s; 55. Acheson/Wood/Schlesser [Por-
sthe 956 Fitzpairick) 4m 00.395; 86. Kenne-
d¥/IM Matin/P. Martin (Mazdaspeed 737) 4m
00.785; 95, Bassaler/Lacaud/ apy (Sauber

2. Bell/Stuck (Rothmans Porsche 962) 3m

RETIREMENTS

Mallock/Wilds/Leslie (Ecosse Ford C2): oil
pressure. v
Andruet/Dorchy/Haldi (WM Peugeot): off,
puncture.

Redman/Haywood (Jlaguar KIR 5): trans-
ission,
E:o‘nolﬂerluzzi/Duccu (Alba Carma C2):

ggﬁ:‘:ﬁdo!de Navarez/Miller (New-Man Por-
sche 956): off.

Holbert/Schuppan/Watson (Rothmans Porsche
962): camshaft. i
Larrauri/Sigala/Tarquini (Porsche 956): gear-
box.

WORLD ENDURANCE
CHAMPIONSHIP (MAKES) T

1. Rothmans-Porsche 52 points; 2, Krg-
mer-Porsche 33 points; 3. Martini-Lancia
28 points; 4. Joest-Newman 26 points;
5, Canon-Lloyd 23 points; 6. Brun Motor-
sport-Obermaier 13 points; 8. Fitzpat-
rick 10 points; 9. Spice 4 points; 10,
Carma FF 3 points.

m----

" FOR THE RECORD

Top speed (Hunaudiéres): Klaus Ludwi
(Ngwgmn Joest Porsche 956) 372 kpﬁ
during qualifying.

Race Lap Record: Jacky Ickx (Rothmans-
Porsche 962C) 3m 25.15s, at an aver-
age speed of 239.169 kph. y
Race Distance Record: Ludwig/Barilla/
Winther (Newman Joest Porsche 956)
5,088.507 km at an average speed of
212.021 kph, Previous Race Distance
Record: Holbert/Schuppan/Haywood
(Porsche 956) 5,057.94 km in 1983.

FINAL RESULTS

IVERS' WORLD ENDURANCE
gﬁAMPIONSHIP POINTS

BMW) 4m 02.885; 99, Smith/Hoyt/t
(Toga Ford Coswonh' 4m 05.13s; 157, Calde-
rari/Pallavicini/Vanoli (BMW M.1) 4m 08.70s;

3. Descartes/Hauclin/ Hubert (Ald-BMW) 4m
18.265; 98, Duret/Andrews/Smith (Tiga-Ford

appeared.”

Coswarth| m 18.71s; 156. Touroul/Perrier/
Demargne (Porsche 911 SC 3 litres) 4m 19.36s.

1. Ickx/Mass 51 points, 3. Surerl\fv"m-
kelhfack45pcints. . Stuck/Bell 42 points.
7. Ludwig34 oinfs.E.l’uImer!i'l_?om's.
9. Nannini 30 points. 10. Barilla 28

1. Ludwig/Barilla/Winter (Porsche 956
Joest-Newman) 5088.507 km or 374 kps at
an average speed of 212,021 kph; 2. Pal-
mer/Weaver (Porsche 956 Canon) 371 laps; 3.
Bell/Stuck (Porsche 952 Rothmans) 367 lops; 4.
Gartner/Hobbs/Edwards (Porsche 956) 366
laps; 5. Hytten/Fouche/Van der Merwe (Por-
!cEe 956) 361 laps; 6. Wollek/Nannini/Cesa-
rioélun:-a Martini] 360 laps; 7. Pescarolo/
Baldi (Lancia Martini) 358 laps; 8. Laessig/Pare-
ja/Regout (Parsche 952&357 laps; 9. Jarier/
Thackwell/Konrad (Porsche 956 Kremer Sonau-
10) 356 laps; 10. Ickx/Mass (Porsche 962 Roth-
mans) laps; 11. Needel/O'Rourke/Faure
(Emka-Aston Martin) 338 laps; 12, Nakajima/
Sekiya/Hoshina (Toyata Tom's) 331 laps; 13.
Tullius/ Robinson/Ballot Lena [}Jnguar XIR 5)
325 laps; 14. Spice/Bellm/Galvin (Tiga Cos-
waorth) 313 laps; 15. Doren/Birrane/Libert
BMW M.1) 308 laps; 16. Harrower/Earle/
heldou (Gebhardt-Casworth) 299 laps; 17.
Pignard/Raulet/Rondeau (WM Peugect) 299
laps; 18. Sotty/Justice/Oudet [Rondeau) 292

points.

laps; 19. Kennedy /Martin/Martin {Mazda 737
tc ) 248 lu:s; 20. Courage/de Cadenet/Yvon

(Courage-Porsche) 280 laps; etc.
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Brian Redman (Jaguar XJR 5] DPPI

THIRSTY ENGINES THESE JAGUAR V12s BUT IT WAS FINALLY THE TRANSMISSION THAT LET REDMAN/HAYWOOD/ADAM DOWN
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Jacky Ickx (Rothmans Porsche 962C) André Marzoli

THE OFFICIAL STUTTGART CARS WERE PLAGUED wiTH PROBLEMS AND WERE RUN ROUND BY THE 956 PRIVATEERS



oW AR g Sy Duxbury/Danner/Coppelli (March 84G Porsche) Gérard Dalla Santa
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SCHECKTER WAS ORIGINALLY DOWN TO DRIVE THE KREEPY KRAULY CAR WHICH ONLY JUST SCRAPED THROUGH SCRUTINEERING




DOORS: 3 ° ENGINE: 16 VALVE FUEL-INJECTED APt

3 TUFR WIT N ON 5B . F 27MP
PERFORMANCE Ll WITH INTERCOOLER : POWER: I75BHP - SPEED: 127MPH

: 60-80MPH, 89 SECS IN TOP GEAR® - PRICE: E13,895

ity AN A ST CONT2 = . £ S IN TOP GEAR E: EI3.89¢

BRUCHL;RES AND DEALER LIST CONTACT (0272) 277666 - OR FREEPOST SAAB - BRISTOL BS1 4¥P + EXPORT ENQUIRIES (01) 409 0990
SAAB Q00 TURBO 16

‘DID YOU KNOW SAAB ALSO BUILD JET FIGHTERS?' | ENTHUSED
IS THAT SO?" HE REPLIED, EASING THE THROTTLE FORWARD...

THE AIRCRAFT COMPANY

NOTHING ON EARTH COMES CLOSE,

‘\ s



T R P Ve o) (ol e —

BACK TO NORMAL

FTER SIX CONSECUTIVE WINS, FOLLOWED BY THE SA-
FAR| AND CORSICAN DISAPPOINTMENTS, PEUGEOT
HAVE GOT BACK INTO THEIR WINNING WAYS THANKS TO SALONEN
N GREECE. HIS VICTORY PUTS PEUGEOT INACOMFORTABLE POSI-
TION IN THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP FOR MAKES AS WELL AS
CONSOLIDATING HIS OWN LEAD IN THE DRIVERS' CHAMPIONSHIP.

by Jean-Paul Renvoizé




" S i

Timo Salonen seems to have lost a little
weight over the |ast few months despite
1he?ad that he is now smoking less. As
he boarded the “Ajax", the boat that
ferried the 45 remaining crews from Po-
ros to Athens after the Peloponese loop,
he appeared not to notice the mag-
nificent Mediterranean scenery around
him. ltwould be more correct to say that
he was exhausted. Exhausted yet hap-
py, happy to have at last scored the win
that he has always deserved and happy
with the fact that, from now on, he must
be considered as one of the world's
great drivers. .
At the age of thirty four and for the first
time in his career, the Finn seems to be
well set to take the drivers’ crown, He
knows it and is working hard fo make it
reality ever since his first win in Portugal
at the beginning of the year.
Even if he still looks more like & country
vicar, make no mistake, his ambition
and professional approach to the sport
are more apparent than ever. Since his
spine operation some fime ago, Timo is
a changed man, both morally and phy-
sically, and can now be likened 1o an
athlete who strives for perfection in his
speciality.
After the early retirements in Greece of
Vatanen and Réhrl, the traditional Pey-
eot/Audi duel was left in the hands of
alonen and Blomavist but the batle
etween the two Scandinavians never

THE EVENT

Total distance of the 32nd Acropolis Rall

was 2296 km, including 808 kmif lpldﬂyi
stages. These were mainly over gravel
roads but there were 6 km of tarmac, The
rally was divided into three sections as in
previous years with the first leg taking
crews from Athens to Kalambaka on Mon-
day, M'uy 27. 286km of the 826 km
were divided into 17 stages. The follo-
wing day, the second leg led from Kalam-
baka to Lagonissi, 50 km south east of
Athens, with 16 stages totaling 283 km
(out of 756 km) on the menu. Finally, after
awhole mshl and day's rest, the survivors
were faced with 239 l'm of stages (14) out
0f 706 km on the famous Peloponese loop,
i on,.fn?m Poros, cars were shi ed to
Eothuhm" before rallying the Eryfuda

inish.
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A snapped throttle cable and out went Zanussi.

took place, such was the supremacy of
the Peugeot driver. “Each fime | made
up my mind to put the pressure on 'n‘?'ma,
a problem cropped up on my car," ex-
plained Blomqyvist. Indeed, Salonen ap-
eared determined to set a hard pace
rom the outset which he was able to
maintain throughout the first two legs
from Athens to Kalambaka and back
down to Lagonissi. His lead over Blom-
qvist, 6m54s, as the event moved into its
final phase spoke for itself. From that
moment, the Finn was able to relax a
little, content to just watch his rival and,
at the same time, avoid mechanical
problems by taking it easy over the
rougher parts. You could feel the entire
Peugeot team urging him on through
that last night. In fact, that's probably
one of the Eeys ta his success, The Peu-
ﬁeot Talbot Sport mechanics, with their
abitual dedication, literally willed the
car through the Peloponese loop, pam-
pering her like a trainer Pampers a tho-
rcughgbred race-horse.
In such conditions, with a less agile, slow-
er car and with the various problems
that plagued him as soon as he fried to
quicken his pace, Blomgyist's fask was
hopeless. The only thing he could hope
for was that the Peugeot 205 Turbo |6
would succumb to its own mechanical
roblems which, of course, just didn't
appen,
The Acropolis justifiably has the reputa-
fion of being a car-breaker, That Salo-
nen was able to win so convincingly,
with no mechanical incidents to speuk’
of, is further proof of the French car's
increasing reliability and competitive-
ness overfou hIermin.Af‘rerIeﬂing two
rallies slip tﬁrough their fingers the
Peugeotteamis backinits stri e, boast.
Ing seven victories out of their |gst nine
outings.

PROFESSIONALISM
AND MODESTY

If you had to describe the prine:

tributes that have made FJ’J;;“’T%'cﬂE
Peugeot Talbot ?}aorﬁeum into today's
leadin rally outtit, you would hqve);-u
talk about ‘their professionalism gng

RoA L by

ty. The 205 Turbo 16 is dom.
:Lot'i:al-gfﬁe 1985 championship in keep.
ing with the ambitious programme whjcy,
was established not so long ago, to yi
the World Rally Chﬂmplons}vp in 1985
Seven victories out of 11 rallies enterag
since Corsica lastyear can, by no Means
of the imagination, be put down to luck.
This fantastic success story is the result of
continuous work and effort.

the outset, the objectives werg
:{;g:,), defined and the choice of men 14
meet those objectives has furned out 1o
be the perfect one. There is an extraqy.
dinary will to succeed amongst the team,
and you ;:cln_nof Iijelp but notice the
hyper-professionalism an YPer-moti-
v?;ﬁon F;hcn runs through each depart.
ment of Peugeot Talbot Sport. OK, yay,
may say, their task has been made a [of
easier thanks o the immense resources
that they have available but don't for.
get that the French manufacturer was
not the first to employ the likes of heli.
copters, or to undergo extensive, on-
site, pre-ru"r testing. Other teams had
already realised that in rallying, as in
many other things, the end justifies the
means, it had become a part of the
sport. Jean Todt is as conscious of this
chnge as anybody, since he was part
of probably the last of the traditionally
structured teams to win the World
Championship with Talbot and Des
O'Dell’s Sunbeam Lotus back in 1981,
Despite his strict, pragmatic approach
fo the sport and despite his long experi-

" a FRIEND IN NEED

nen and Shekhar Mehta were,

rse, formerly bothmembers of the
of cour e with Nissan. It's not surpris-
?”mehen that the two drivers should
e "n good friends. The organisers of
b ropolis had decided to give Mehta
’heAcmberd. and Salonen the number 5.
rhen;s to the new regulation that allow-
T:uf'::r o two minute gap between cars
t tages, the Finn was not at all handi-
ClE ed by the dust thrown up by his
‘°P£er team-mate, on the short stages
f‘,rleasr. However, both of them knew
ot ry well that Salonen was more or less
::rryuin to catch up on the longer stages,
In order to avoid the finn overtaking
each time, a sometimes dangerous ma-
noeuvre, the Nissan driver pulled up
between the time control to change o
wheel. Stage start officials were not to
be had ang they checked the state of
Mehta's four wheels. Seeur:? that there
wasno puncture, they called the Kenyan

Timo Salo

base driver to start the stage before
Salonen,

"I was in the Nissan’s dust after about
ten milesinto the stage, "explained Timo
Salenen, “but [ wasn't able to get close
enough for Shekhar to see me. Luckily,
soon after there were a number of
downhill hairpins. By chance he looked
up at that moment, spotted me and
stopped a little further on to let me
Pass.” The Peugeot driver took fastest

time on that stages, 36 seconds ahead of
Blomqyist.

Not to be put off, |hey decided to try
and pull the puncture trick of the start of
the following stage and, this time, the
marshalls really Eeiieved that Nissan
had a puncture and they called Salonen
up to the start line. With the Finn now in
front on the road, Mehta no Inger need-
ed to get his hands dirty before tackling
each stage.

Saeed Al Hajri finished an
excellent 5th

The two-wheel drive brigade
is at an obvious disadvantage
compared with their
four-wheeled opponents.
Mehta (Nissan) tried

hard but in vain (bottom),

HAPPY LANDING

The life of the rally mechanic is getting
decidedly dicier. Ti:e sight of hei_lcoplr_ar
service crews on World Champions !5
rounds is no longer exceptional cllr'|I
three such machines were following the
main teams in Greece. Peugeot using
the services of the French Aérospatiale
group, Audi present with o brand new
one and another available for the West
sponsored Lancio team. By the time the
rally had made its way back to Lago-
nissi, only the former was still in a s';:_fie
to fly. The Audi chopper hand one of its
rotors brake after a brush with a tree
during a quick take-off whilst the Lancia
muchmeclmd an alarming moment as
the pilot tried to land it on a slope. Like @
giant mosquito, aftera number of bounc-
es, it came to rest ten or so yards further ‘
down the hill. The passengers were un-
hurt, even if they were more than just a
little startled. H

HARD TO HANDLE

Clutch? Gearbox? There was a bit of a
panic amongst the Rothmans Porsche
service crew at the end of the last s'u?es
of the first leg. The Rothmans driver for
the event, Saeed Al Ahri from Qatar,
was finding it hard to change gear. The
mechanics checked everything it was
possible to check to no avail until one of
them decided to have a look inside the
car... the window handle had come loose
and had become stuck under the clutch
edal.
All's well that ends well, except that
Saeed had drop:rad thraarlaces down
t.

the leader board as a resu

&9



ence of the ins and outs of rallying, Jean
Todtis extremely cautious when he talks
about his team's progress towards meet-
ing those famous objectives which were
announced when the French Gp B car
was unveiled.
During each event and each time he
talks about the team, he shows signs of
reserve quite contrary to the way he
used to be in his codriver days. Take his
comments after the Acropolis for exam-
ple: “Right up until the last control, | just
couldn't stop myselffrom thinking about
all the things that could go wrong.
And when you start to think like that,
there are an incredible number of parts
that can come loose on a rally car.
Timo's retirement in Corsica and Vata-
nen's here in Greece made us all wory.
Having said that, I'm forever surprised
that there are no more minor problems,
things like bolts that become loose or
gaskets that fail, especially when you
see the type of stages !ge cars are
competing overl The overall robustness
of the cars is quite amazing. In any case,
to my mind, it is an absence of modesty
that causes problems in teams. "
Was he rhinfing of anyone in particular
with that last remark?
Itis clear that, for Todt, a rally isn't finish-
ed until the finish line has been crossed
and it is probably his vast experience of
co-drivinE that is at the origin of this wise
philosophy. As the French team draws
closer to the world title, there is still o
canstant reviewing of all aspects of their
activities,
DeTi?e being reigning world champions,
Audiseems to have been left behind, as
though they hadn't been able fo adapt
tochanging circumstances. They hoven't
won a World Championship round since
the 1984 Ivory Coast and even then
they couldn't really have failed, given
the lack of direct competition,
The Coupé Spart, lighter and more pow-
erfulthan the A2 Quattro it was brought
into replace, is now out of date. It is no
longer really competitive when compar-
ed to the purpose built cars of the new
generation. It must be admitted that the
German manufacturer's policy of bas-
Ing its car on a top-of-the-range mode!
was very bold and it shouldn't be forgot-
ten that it was a policy that paid off.
Until now. The next step will be a diffi.
cult one for Audi, their ;:)rmer ideas will
need to be thoroughly reviewed. Lancia
have understood that, as have Austin
Rover,lFord and Porsche who are all cur-
rently in the process of preparing their
latest Gp B cars.
A new 6-speed gearbox was tried on
the Safari, new brake discs were fitted
for Corsicaand, in Greece, new magne-
sivm shock absorber mounts were being
used. None of these solutions managed
to put the Audis back in with a chance,
They were all simply detail changes
which have no direct effect on the intrin.
sic short-comings of the German car,
The basic probﬁam is their slowness to
adapt to today's requirements,
Lack of results (and not just a lack of
modesty) is possibly also responsible for
problems within teams, not 1o say ten-
sion. In Greece, Blomqvist tended to be
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Timo Salonen took fastest time on the first
stoge, 16 seconds aheod of Rohrl and
Zanussi and 19 seconds faster than Blom-
qvist who was already asking for a shock
absorber mounting to :hunaed.l.lnhr-
tunately, as early as the second stage, the
rally lost two of the four main contenders,
Rohrl and Vatanen. A shock absorber
mounting had broken on the German driv-
er'scar which was forced to ﬂ!lllPOf
where the Audi helicopter couldn't land.
After giving the problem some !hought,
the Audi team decided to ask Grissmonn,
driving an .:2 Quumo, to take :!h: Il;ufl
parts with him on the stoge and to drop
them off where Réhrl waos stranded. At
the same time two Audi mechonics set off
on foot into the stoge. R&h[{. Gﬁm_rlhr

the crew carried on towards Atheng. h:\

loss of time had beentoo great and ory
was inevitable. }

Just o few miles further into the e
stage, Ari Vatanen's Peugeot 205 Ture
16 had suddenly gone off the road o,
straight section and finished up in o ditey
after the steering column had come ayq,
from the rack. The Peugeot helicopte;
dropped off a couple of mechanics nog f,,
from the car and the repairs were prompy.
ly carried out but, even with the hel of
!nn spectators that Terry Harryman hag
been able to find, it wasimpossible to gy
the cor back on the road. So the helicop.
ter flew off in search of o cable which i
dropped nearby and this enabled the ¢q;
to get out of the ditch. Vatanen was ahle

and a Greek who to
be around got on with the job of dismantl-
ing the of&n&ng part and were ready

Grissmann turned up. The repairs
were completed just os the two out-of-
breath mechanics arrived ond the Sport
Quattro shot off. At the end of the stage

to conti but at low speed since an
upper shock absorber mounting had brok.
en, the spring of which had caused an ol
pipe to split and a fire broke out in the
engine. By the fime Harryan could get to
the flames with the manual extinguisher,
the car's automatic system had already

e

Stig Blomquist still in the fight for the Drivers

"World Championship crown

R A
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1 the fire but the loss of oil had

ut oY to the engine and Vata-
gu"’:iﬁg::gj to finish am stage even

nann slowly and in the end, forced to re-
mo!
tire. ist and Salonen were left to
N“""B!;:: 11: Swedish driver admitted
ﬁﬂh',:f. had been particularly careful on
[ U'f. o, very rough stages. Afterwards
iy |r’ able to watch the Finn's times but
fie w:of able te worry him and ot the end
e first leg, Salonen had o lead of
of 095 over Blomgvist and more than 18m
1T‘r Ingvar Carlsson who was already
f;,i,d with his Mazda RX7 Gp B. chll‘:ussi

L Y

were fourth, fifth and sixth res ectively.
Grissmann was already out following a
lplllf head gu:kei on his Audi and Jochi
Kleint, too, had diluppedred with a brok-
en whae} shaft on his YW Golf GTi. Witt-
mann’s similar car was comfortably lead-
ing Gp A.

The second leg started badly for Blom-
qvist. He lost 33 seconds on §5 18 because
ofinjection problems and a further minute
wus lost on a road section after an appa-
rently recautionary gearbox change had
taken longer than expected. A little later,
Stig lost Tm13s following the failure of
r?-otronifvund':r which he was forced to

iously held third p
hn&c‘:;:ivr:g ﬂ'uyee times on the same !Iuﬁe
"Edro ping down to nighiovarull inthe
E:nciu. fufar, brake problems made him
lip a further three places down the lea-
:lagbaard but the young Italion was able
to climb back up to eighth at Kalambaka,
‘st behind team-mate, Pregliasco, who
ad been handicapped by the same pro-
blems. Mehta, Warmbold and Al Haijri

g during the stage. With a
lead of more than three minutes, Salonen
was now able to survey the Swedish dri-
ver and could afford o slow down on the
rougher sections whilst still driving hard
wherever possible. Blomqvist’s bad luck
continued when he was forced to change
abroken wheel on 55 32 towards the end
of the second leg. Another 4m15s were
lost in the process and the rally was

almost definitely in Timo Salonen's
ocket. .

’Enrlsson had never lost his third place
whilst the two Lancia drivers, Pregliasco
and Zanussi, each briefly held fourth. The
former was slowed by two snapped throt-
tle cables in succession caused him to go
O.T.L. At the Lagonissi halt, Mehta was
fourth in front of Pregiasco, Wurmbpld
and Al Hajri. There was an interestin
fight going on between the Mazda an
Pnrscl?a drivers for sixth place after Al
Hajri had beenslowed with a brokenrear
suspension. ¥ -
Apart from the obvious nervous tension,
the third and last leg of the event was
more or less a formality for Timo Salonen
who could afford to lose up to 8 seconds a
mile to Blomqvist on the rougher sections.
His lead over the Audi driver at the finish
was 4m15s. Apart from two punctures,
Carlsson had had a trouble-ifee drive
and his March finished first at the unoffi-
cial two wheel drive category ahead of
Mehta and Al Haijri who had managed to
get the better of Warmbold. The Nissans
of Kirkland and Moshous followed in front
of Wittmann who was clear Gp A winner
ahead of the Audi 80 Quattro of the fel-
low German, Stohl, There were 45 crews
at the finish and noteworthy performan-
ces included Krecek’s 13th Elnce in the
little Skoda and Gallo’s 15th place with
his Toyota Corolla. Principal victim of the
last night through the Peloponese was
Pregliasco whose brake problems sent
him into a wall in sight of a time control.

TEAM BY TEAM

n paper, only two teams seemed to -
Suns :rw’ :hunyco of taking overall vic-
tory : Peugeot, who had entered two 205
Turbo 16s for Vatanen/Harryman and
Salonen/Harjanne, and Augil.. with two
Sport Quattros for Rohrl/Geistdorfer and
Blomgqvist/Cederberg. The other main
teams present had to be content with
competing on a rally within a rally in an
effort to be best placed two-wheel drive
car. Nissan believed in strength through
numbers and five 240 RSs were at the
start, three of which were the new evolu-
tion 'ET" models for Kirkland/Levitan,
Mehta/Mehta and Meshous/Vazakas. The
1984 models were driven by Sllmh/t_)_oung'l-
ty and ‘“Stratissino'/S . !
Rally Team (Europe) were making their

d World Ch hi

of the year and there two RX7s entered
for hu‘:n manager, Warmbaild, and “Bi-
che" and Carlsson/Melander. The Maz-
das’ engines were a little more powerful
than before and, more importantly, the
power was more progressive. Of the
semi-official teams present, the Roth-
mans Porsche team and the West Lancia
team were perhaps the best equipped. Al
Hajri/Spiller representing the former with
a ‘;'Il &RS and the latter had entered
two Lancia Rallys's for Zanussi/Creste and
Pregliasco/Cianci.
Once again, VW Moforixon had brought
along two Golf GTi GP A cars for Kleint/
Hohenadel and Wit /Ogrisek and
main rivals in that category were the
Opel Manta of Monaco driver, “Tchine”,
and the Renault 11 of local hero, “Leoni-
das”. Last but not least, there were a
er of official E Block teams
comprised of the Rumanian Dacias, the
East German Wartburgs and two Skoda
130 LR GP BS for Krecek and Kalnay.
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Franz Wittmann

alittle fatalistic in his comment, ddi

') ’ d

at nothmg proved that he \:t::;ldlgg
the Ingoldstadt team in

staying wit
195'6. Ther are other

tell-tale signs,

Take, for cxample, the re.
- " cent -
:;ase published on May 27, unnT:r::i:\.g
e renewal of Walter Réhrl's contract

with Audi for next yeaq;
the German drivo)r’m':'a
even aware of the press
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When quizzed
that he wosn';
release and he

didn’t appear to mind sayin
hadn’t signed anything! &Echqulgh::n?
tan, too, i finding it hard 1o hide a cer-
fain bitterness when talking to the press
about not competing in the Waorld
Championship rounds that were plan.
ned at the beginning of the season and
as for Hannu Mikkolo, it's been a long
w?’_smce we've seen i\im in action ¥
ithin the Audi team, they seem to be

ST

At
¥

“I'm so pl, i i
o pleased with my class win, It s the first time a Golf has finished at th A
e Acropolis,"

waiting for their currant spellof bad luck

to end whilst, at fhe sq

projects, For Roland

the present situation m

ing. Perhaps it might b
Pause in order 1o retri

Gumpert's team
ustbe demoralis-
e better ta mark o
eve the situation,

TECHNICA_I. DATA
o Acropolis Rally.
IJJ?:;u: May 27-30, Q%Sﬁ o S
ound of the world Rally Championship for

b‘:krm and drivers.
pp 1 Athens; Finish: Glyfada,
Start: / 29959 km/1,870.5 miles, made up of
Raum;:i’nl stages covering a fotal of 807.7
4.8 miles comprising 738.7/461,6 miles

{ ruvui and 69 km/43.1 miles of asphalt. The
:nff was made up of three legs.

It fu . Athens - Kalombaka, Monday May 27,
8259 km/516.1 milas, 17 special stages cover
e total of 285.7 km/178.5 miles.
m?d log: Kalambaka - Lagonissi, Tuesday May
28, 756.6 km/472.8 miles, 16 spu:lpl stages
co\:utinq a total of 283.4 km/177.1 miles.
ard Isg? Lagonissi - Poros - Glyfada, Wednesday
night fo Thursday May 30, 15 special stages
covering a total of 238.6 km/_1 49.1 miles.
Entries: 116, Starters: 110; Finishers and Clas-
sified: 45, ) ‘
Weather: Hot and dry with rain on two stages

PAST RESULTS _

1975: Réhel/Berger (Opel Ascona).
1976: Kallstrém/Andersson (Datsun 160 J).
1977: Waldegaard/Thorszelius (Ford Escort RS).
1978: Rahrl/Geistdorfer (Fiat 131 Abarth),
1979: Waldegaard/Thorszelius (Ford Escort RS).
1980;: Vatanen/Richards (Ford Escort RS).
1981: Vatanen/Richards (Ford Escort RS).
1982: Mouton/Pons (Audi Quattro).
1983; Rahrl/ Geistdorfer (Lancia Rally).
1984: Blomqvist/Cederberg (Audi Quattro).

STAGE PERFORMANCES =

10 2053 4 (50 8 Ax B
Blomaist 2915 — 1 — — 45 .47
Solonon 2002850 VLN = = 4f A7
Zanussi - 312 4 5 32730
Mehta - 1 6 6 9 6 28 47
Pregliosco - 1 3 4 2 4 143
Mashous == A0S e
Rahel = l=== =11
Carlsson - = 14 13 10 3 40 47
Al Hairi = — g3 9 7 37 47
Warmbold - = 21 5 514
Kirklond - — — 4 4 804
Grissmann = = = = = ¥ 3
Kleint - - = 11M4

A: Number of placings in first &
| B: Number of special stages covered

MAIN RETIREMENTS

Vatanen/Harryman (Peugeot 205 Turbo 16),
steering, 5§ 2.

Réhrl/Geistdorfar (Audi Sport Quattro), suspen-
slan support, 552

s

| DRIVERS’ WORLD RALLY
| CHAMPIONHSIP

(Results aftersix of aleven rounds: Monte Corlo, Sweden,
Partugal, Safari, Corsica and Acropolis,)

1, Salonen 12 +12+20+ 4 — +20=68
2, Blomaqyist 10 +15+10 — — +15=350
3. Vatanen 20 +20 - = = = =40
4. Rahd 15 = 412 = = =— =227
5. Saby 8 - — — +15 - =23
6 Kankkunen —~ — — +20 — — =20
Ragnotti - = = = 420 - =20
8. Biasion 2 — 415 = = — =1§
9. Kirkland - - = %12 = +4=18
O Wokegoord,  — = — 15 = = =18
Carlsson - 43+ = = +12=13
in(f12,1 ikkola (SF), Rauno

12.8 712, 13.H
Agltonen (SF), Billy Coleman (EIR) and Shekhar Mehta
(EAK), 10.17. Per Eklund S), Werner Grissmann [A), Erwin
Wabar (D), Yves Loubet (F and Saeed Al Hairi (Q) 8, 22.
Henri Toivonen (SF), Gunnar Pattersson (5), Jose Mi qul
{P), Aloin Ambrasino (CI), Bertrand Balas (F) and Achim
Warmbold (D) &, 28. Dany Snoback (F), Mikod! Ericsson
(5), Carlos Bica (P}, Jean-Paul Bauquet (F) 4, 32. Jean-
Claude Andruat (F), Santinho Mendes (P}, Yasuhiro Iwase
(EAK), Camille Bartoli (F) and George Mashous (GR) 3,
37. Mats Jonsion (5], Jorge Ortigao (P), Ashok Fal:l

'FINAL RESULTS

1. Salonen/Harjanne (Peugeot 205 T16) 10
hours 20m 19s (1st Group B). 2. Blomgvist/Ce-
derberg (Audi Quattro Sport) 10 hours 24m 34s.
3. Carlsson/Melander (Mazda RX 7) 11 hours
Bm 25s. 4. Mehta/Mehta (Nissan 240 RS) 11
hours 10m 46s. 5. Harji/Spiller (Porsche 911) 11
hours 21m 50s. 6 Warmbold/Biche (Mazda RX
7) 11 hours 25m 16s. 7. Kirkland/Levitan (Nissan
240RS) 11 hours 27m 515, 8. Moshous/Vazakas
(Nissan 240 RS) 11 hours 45m 525, 9. Wittman/
Ogrisek (VW Golf GTi) 12 hours ém 35s (1st
Group A). 10. Strafissina/Sassalds (Nissan 240
RS) 12 hours 15m 53s. 11. Stohl/Seisenbacher
(Audi 80 Quattro) 12 hours 21m 41s. 12, Mos-
houtis/Silef (Ford Escort RS) 12 hours 26m 35s,
13. Krecek/Motl (Skoda S 130 LR) 12 hours 42m
01s. 14. Shah/Doughty (Nissan 240 RS) 12 hours
42m 195, 15, Gallo/Vassiliadis (Teyeta Corolla
GT) 12 hours 44m 32s. 16. Shibagaki/Jukana
(Toyota Coralla) 13 hours 02m 02s. 17, Atha-
nassoulas/Panou (Toyota Starlet) 13 hours 12m
09s. 18. Tsobanopoulos/Tsolakis (Opel Ascona)
13 hours 21m 28s. 19. Makris/Karatzanis (Toyo-
ta Starlet) 13 hours 23m 06s. 20, Panourgias/
Smailis (Renault C 375) 13 hours 26m 31s. 21.
P /Fertakis (Opel Ascona 400) 13

(EAK), Joan-Jacques Paoleti [F) and Fronz W )
2, 42, Maurice Chomat (F), Kenneth Eriksson (5}, Pedro
Leite Faria (P), Carlo Vittuli [EAK) and Patrick Bemardini
(F) 1 (46 classified drivers).

“Tehine'"/Lejeune

iha hl.“;S 2-||e|.m| (Opel Manta),
Leonidas"/Arkentis(Renault 11 Turbo), off, 55 2.

Grissmann/Patiermann (Audi Quattro), head

gasket, §5 4,

ﬂtl}rgiﬂohtnadnl YW Golf GTi), wheel shalf,

| MAKES' WORLD RALLY
CHAMPIONSHIP
) dsi Monte Carlo, Swedan,

Portugal, Sofari, Corsico, Acropolis).
i 8 418418+ 6416+418=04

% 1, Peugeat
z ; 16 +16+14 = — +16=62
sgglflfﬂt‘Cnﬂo [Lancia Rally), throftle cable, ; :;‘:L" My I g P b
Pregliasco/Cianci (Lancia Rally), off, after §5 37. ;I;’::": 'l' . ”2 +.JB = ;g:
SRR e Mt
Parsche G O i

FEATURES IR T e & = dmag
:ﬂllv: 9. Opel T i a2 i c}:

cause of the elections, the finish was at Glyfa- 10, Mofomes. — = - = e
da not in th T1.BMW BTNl R
ﬁ:"‘ i the Athens Stadium. Sakioy = A —3 B0 e :

1 1985 chay : 13. Ford s =il e i m
Dtcaret mpionship points for VW. Talbot O 1 (=
:hd:.Wllernrhon become number one 15. Citrodn A e e

Lttt e

FOR THE RECORD |

Asin Cersica, one team led thraughaut the Rally
anly this time it wos Salonen/Harjanne.

hours 26m 595, 22. Waelti/Lasserre (Opel Asco-
na ) 13 hours 29m 40s. 23. Kritsikis/Egglezos
(Toyota TE 71) 13 haurs 30m 37s. 24. Vittadini/
Mallica (Ford Escort RS) 13 hours 33m 275, 25,
Vasile/Scobai (Dacia 1310) 13 hours 41m 52s.
26, Kassidopoulos/Hassapis (Toyata Starlet) 13
hours 42m 34s. 27. Lambropoulos/Vasiliadis

oyota Starlet} 13 hours 42m 355. 28. M. Mey-
an/E.E. Bertozzi (Nisson 240 RS) 13 hours 43m
145, 29. Valentis/Psihoyios (Lada VFTS) 13 hours
57m 525,30, Giagn eratzakis (Tayota Star-
let) 13 hours 58m 24s, 31. Zele/Maigret (Peu-
geot 505 Turbo) 14 hours 14m 25s. 32, Kruegel/
Schenk (Warburg 353 M) 14 hours 15m 575.33.
Mayaer/Klement (Talbat Samba Rally) 14 hours.
17m 18s, 34. Loukas/Papageorghiou (Toyota
Starlet) 14 hours 18m 08s, 35. Grigoras/Sanga
(Dacia 1310) 14 hours 18m 22s. 36, Oimotaki-
s/Athanassious (Toyota Starlet) 14 hours 19m
35s. 37, Ordea/R. Dobrin (Dacia 1310) 14 hours
21m 03s, 38, Tsapalas/Polito (Nissan HA 13) 14
hours 22m 35s. 39. Heinbuerger/Bruchman
(Wartburg 353 W) 14 hours 35m 24s. 40. Tsada-
rhIKa!unglnu ({Lada 2105) 14 hours 38m 455,
41. Papadamadiou/Raftoyiannis (Toyota Star-
let) 14 hours 41m 16s. 42, Klein/Witzmann
Tayota) 14 hours 55m 08s (15t Group N). 43.

apadopoulos/Yianis (Citréen Visa BT) 15 hours
231{3 .'Ilg‘h“ Ei glo::;l!i%urgnh |il)umm Sunny

ours 33m 14s. 43, 208/S, St

(Toyota Starlet) 15 hours 47mﬂ2‘es. e

RALLY LEADER
55 1- 55 30 (Finish): Salonen.
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NEITHER PREGLIASCO NOR ZANUSSI MADE THE FINISH,

THEIR L/NCIAS SUCCUMBING TO A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS IN GREECE
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MICHELIN

DRIVER
N “A” sEEDED
A FINE RESULT FOR THE MAZDA TEAM WHICH MEANS THAT CARLSSON IS NOWA-



THE WHEEL.
Thisis the BBS RS 3-part wheel |
N HREE ARTS ‘I J""1|’|"”‘-‘rl”“)lllllb(‘l. Jerman government,
@ Weneed only have done so 200000 times.

As you can see from the illustration
below it has a split rim, so it weighs consider-
ably less than ordinary alloy wheels, True to form it also runs far, far more be sure every wheel will resist corr e then spray sltfor 300 hoursto
pr_eczsu\y (After all, we build the wheels used by Porsche when they for the minutest flaw: Final -’»\l ( lu:umm We even X ray the centre looking
win Le Mans and by BMW ontheir very high performance 635 C5iM) Notsurprisingly {f )fl {':l Bive every wheel a two year guarantee.
The RS wheel is not only built to the most exac B e > wheelisthe only 3-partwheel to achieve
ting standards possible, it’s also built to BBS standards. 4 o '\pl);\‘t’:‘j,‘m i
arim, itk
intheworkd, iy kot

Sohighare these, weinsiston makingall 32 bolts on
the wheel ourselves,

We thendriveitmorethan [200miles, carry-
ing twoand a half times the normal wheel load,

We simulate cornering 800000 times at high
speed. To gain the much prized butseldom awarded

notonly the best roadwheel
Ifit's ary Ie gt

| ANy consolation, we spared no expense
‘ ‘\ b“"”'”g“ (Thisistrue ofeverywlgeelwewld?gveﬂ
ourvery much ess expensive range of standard

alloy wheels) As the
100 readily tell you e

BHS WHEELS & AERODYNAMC COMPONENTS FOR AUDL VW, BW. MERCEDES, PORSCHE AND OTHER FINE MARGUE

G ENGINEERING (0327 857857 STRATTONS SERVICE (0625) 532678 ASTON MARTIN TICKFORD ENGIMECRING 3 AVALABLE FROM MAGARD (0517 7

(U203} 491000, AUTCSPORT & DESIGN 018680 g% uﬁ:‘&’:‘:&m 'r.: ?ﬁj{:’m‘ﬂ” %;xﬁ
0 5 KIT2 (081 6
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FORMULA 1POWERBOAT WORLD SERIES

Bah PRIV

by Zoe Trumper Photos Pro One

TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE

The Formula 1 circuit powerboat season did start
out rather too perfectly. Even the weather
decided to support this new and dynamic image
which promotions company Pro | has instilled
into water-borne motor racing: clear skys and
brilliant sunshine brought the crowds in their
thousands to the Munich Grand Prix.

What spectators saw in this first example of
abandoning 3 sprint heats in favour of a 30 fo 45
minute Grand Prix was some of the closest racing
to be witnessed in Formula 1 powerboats for
many years. And there could not be a driver
more deserving of victory than Englishman Bob
Spalding. 5th driver to take over the lead and
only then on the final lap, Spalding also scored a
point for the new safety cockpit, thought by some
to handicap a driver.

Cause for celebration indeed. Until Stockholm.
The bitter winds and driving rain 2 weeks after
the German event were warning enough that the
Swedish Grand Prix would not follow in the foot-
steps of Munich. But the near-catastrophe that
did occur could never have been forseen.

A weakness in the casting of the outboard centre
sections, the piece that holds the motor to the
boat and gear case to the power head, caused
motors ro%reak away on 3 boats at top speed.
What could have happened doesn’t bear contem-
plation. What actually happened brought the
race to a halt and 3 shaken but unharmed drivers
were towed to the pits, 2 still with engines
h""lgfﬂg on by the steering cables, one 2 ,000
dollar V8 somewhere on the bottom of Srogk-
holm’s inner harbour and outboard marine
corporation, producers of the Johnson and
Evinrude motors, vowed immediately fo havs
each engine equipped with a new an mem"ed
centre section in time for the Chattanooga Gron
Prix 2 weeks hence.

Their subsequent quick reaction in casting @ "9"‘:“’
model and testing it to two and a half ﬂmedsé ﬁ'r
original product’s strength can not be faulte o H .
would it have happened at all if OMC d; anv
enjoy an entire monopely in Formula 1€ [o
drivers would have had any hesitation in d'c;ngi
ing equipment if there was a rival Formad .
motor available after such a traumatic exdp b
ence, a fact that OMC must be aware of anc can
relax with in the knowledge that there is no
Competition to contend with at present. K
t becomes clearer every day that the lang ter
success of Formula 1 circuit power boat mc:-r':rq
epends upon the entry of ather mofor mafor
facturers and the soonerirhgppe"" the better
(nearly) everyone concerned.

BIT TALK

Docks for Durban Grand Prix, Gene Thibodaux de-
fends himself, Powerboat '85 annual and more'in this
month's Pit Talk section

ROUNDS ONE AND TWO OF
THE FORMULA ONE
POWERBOAT SERIES

Zoé Trumper went to Munich and Stockholm to find
out what happened at the first two opening rounds of
this year's championship.




TOGETHERNESS

Considerable criticism has been
levelled at American driver Gene
Thibodaux regarding his posi-
tion as OMC’s only official test
driver for the new Johnson and:
Evinrude V8 outboards. Few
teams received their motors
much more than a fortnight be-
fore the first Grand Prix and
hence had little chance to be-
come accustomed to the new
features such as the c.f.i, (com-
puterised .fuel injection). As
these 3.5 litre two-stroke motors
are presently the only motor
homologated for Formula One,
it has been suggested it creates
an injust situation having Thi-
bodaux test the motors ever sin-
ce October,

Gene Thibodaux
Thibodaux had no hesitation in
defending himsell. “If people
had been out in Florida in Octo-
ber when the test programme
started, and saw the amount of

times we'd back the boat into the
water, go a hundred yards and
have to be towed in because the
motor broke,” the Texan draw-
led, “they'd be glad it was me
and not them! it is only in the
last six weeks that it has begun
to come together,” continued
Thibodaux, “but even those six
weeks have not given me much
advantage — our test boat is so
different from this one I have
had 1o adjust to a totally new
style of handling.” The talented
American adjusted rapidly; he
had a little difficulty in holding
the lead for thirty of the fifty
laps in Munich.

IN THE DOCK

It looks highly likely that the
South African Grand Prix, sched-
uled for November 10th, will
switch venues from Johannes-
burg to Durban. “The city of
Durban has always been keen to
hold a motor racing Grand Prix
in their streets,” explained Tony
Heaton of Idea Marketing, pro-
moters of the South African
event, “and they put a consider-
able sum of money aside in the
hope that it would happen. When
the plan fell through, they were
only too happy 1o hear from us
and are providing us with sub-
stantial SuUpport to stage an event
in the docks.”

Some drivers are sceptical,
knowing that dock races are gen-
erally very rough, and this one

had the added disadvantage of*

being on salt water, the rusting
effects of which are difficult to

avoid. “The first thing fﬂm; ha)r.\‘
(o happen istogetd driver d own
there with a boat, " said He‘im!\‘,
sand then we can make a deci-

sion.”

SHORTSIGHTED

Barry Woods

I'here was no doubt about whom
American Barry Woods felt had
the best chance to win the open-
ing round in the Champion
Spark Plug World Series in
Munich. “7 used to have to run
to catch Molinari," said the
Nordica team driver, “but now
he’s retired, there’s no one to
caich!" Whatdo you say to that,
Spalding?!

YEARBOOK

Whether you think you know it
all, you'd like to learn, or per-
haps there's a fact that iseluding
you, Powerboat '85 is a must,
The only yearbook on the sport

VIP Village in Stockholm

"

of circuit powerboat ra
filled with dramatic and
colour photography, it
lished by Performance Pub)

cations at £5.95 and jg avﬁ]‘]ah;ﬂ
from P.O. Box 83, Pulbomughc
West Sussex, RH20 LY U‘Ka

Clng o
(‘_XUiling
is puly,

LIFE LINE

An amusing problem reared its
head for the first time in Stoc).
holm for the users of the pey,
safety cockpits, As with any in.
novation, it takes a while fo;
rules to catch up and the subject
of ‘kill switches’slipped through
the net when rules were updated
during the winter to accomodate
the reinforced structures, |f a
driveris to be thrown clear of his
boat in the event of an accident,
a plug on the end of a string
attached to his lifejacket is all
thatis required as an engine cu-
out. Now that the majority of
drivers are strapped in, the old
system is clearly useless and de-
signers have built in an automa-
tic system activated by the angle
of the boat. Scrutineers at the
Stockholm Grand Prix, how-
ever, were unable to complete
satisfactory reports because the
rules still demand that a kill
switch is attached to the driver's
person. In order to avoid any
chance of being protested out of
the race, drivers were forced to
attach string to the on/ off switch
installed in the cockpit — and
the scrutineers were satisfied!

BAD RECEPTION

The use of radios in Formula
One boats was banned by the
U.LM. just prior to the Stock-
holm Grand Prix at the request
of the four-man drivers’ com-
mission. The reasons given were
that they could be used by team
managers to instruct their drivers
to block another boat, that they
could distract the driver and
that there was a risk of them
interfering with commuinication
systems of rescue and race or-
Banisation personnel. Against
that, Bob Thompson, team ma-
nager of the ‘All American
Racing Team’of Thibodaux and
Robertson, pointed out that they
were used in Indianapolis at
250 mph without harmful effect.
“I can't help thinking this is a
step backward,” said the one-
time driver, “/ have never used
radios for anything other than
the safety of my drivers 1o warn
them of impending danger. What
are they going to do nex, rule
against these wing mirrors we 're
experimenting with?"

CHAMPERS
FOR BOB

PALDING A WINNER? FIVE YEARS AGO, MOST CERTAIN-
?YB, SUTTHERE WERE DOUBTS THAT THE IPSWICH Dﬂlgggbﬁj
WOULD AGAIN RETURN TO THE WINNERS' CIRCLE. YET HE GAVE AI'::E ki
MANCE REMINISCENT OF YEARS PAST AS HE FORCED HIS WAY 1E.0TO i
OF THE MOST COMPETITIVE FIELD SEEN IN A LONG T:-iMGlRAND —
THE FIRST NINE POINTS OF THE SEASON AT THE MUNIC A

Munich Grand Prix 1985




“li's a whole new ball game,” mused
Barry Woods as he looked around the
sun-soaked pits in Munich, “the afmos-
phere is different, and most of that is to
do with Renato Molinari. He was the
one to catch, and now he's refired, so
there’s no one left to catch anymore.
You never know, though,” grinned the
American who is racing for the refired
World Champion this year, "perhaps
there'’s a new Molinari out there"!
The atmosphere was certainly different
— it was also healthier. When practice
began on the 1.6 km course it was no
lenger a foregone conclusion that lta-
lian Molinari would log the fastest times
— he was firmly on the score and the six
fastest boats proved to be within 1.7
seconds of each other in time trials.
The significant part about that, how-
ever, was that those times were as much
as four seconds slower than last year,
and the water on this hot and windless
Saturday could never be compared to
the whipped-up mass of whitecaps that
drivers had been forced to encounter
here during the 84 Grand Prix.
" Oh, give me last year's set-up,” moan-
ed Woods, as he wandered back to the
Nordica camp after setting the fastest
time in unofficial practice on Saturday
morning, “and I'll show you some good
fimes." Unfortunately forthe American,
lost year's “set-up” had been outlawed
in the shake up of rules which had set
new minimum weights and lengths of
boats, and it was ﬁgis that was slowin
the overall speeds and providing sucﬁ
tight competition.
Nevertheless, Woods forced his Nordi-
caMolinari craftinto pole position with an
overage speed of 154.672kph, lop-
ping off with ease a second and a half
from his initial test fimes to record 37.24.
Foralong while, as the thirteen other V8
owered catamarans took their three
aps around the 1.6 km course in idea|
conditions, Frenchman Francois Sala-
bert held on to the second siot with a
38.16 official time, but as fime beganto
run out, Bob Spalding's Hodges Evin-
rude was craned back into the water
after some frantic engine work.
He had been towed off the course after
grinding fo haltin his first attemptsto set
official times, but it proved only to have
been two wires touching and shorting
out the 3.5 itre Evinrude outboard, and
the Englishman was amongst the last to
record a time.
A hundred stopwatches recorded him
fromthe pontoon on what seemedto be
a couple of average laps, and it had to
be confirmed from the official scorers
efore the team could believe he had
{:/gged inless than half a second behind
@ods — already the best perfor-
mance Spalding had shown in many a
Grand Prix.
The only driver who autematically had
been assumed would challenge Woods
was suffering frustrating intermittent elec-
frical cut-outs. “Why is it that | can test at
10me and everything goes well," ques-
tioned Dutchman Cees van der Velden
hiding his frustration behind dark glas:
ses, “and | come here and | can’t even
complefe a lap?’ The Benson and

v

Hedges manager and one of three driv-

ers in the tobacco company s ileam w}ﬁ:
not able fo concentrate solely on e
own worries either. In his CGP%C”VMQ
unofficial team manager for f Eb ;
new South Africans, Pefer Linden I"3
and Fred Steinberg, h“"""g SUP'Td'e
them both with boats, van der Vel he"
had the responsibility of ensunil;!g ey
Gaa udequotelgpfepﬂr?d fortherace,
and watching them during practice in
order to offer advice.
The electrical problem was solved for
the Dutchman, runner-up in last year’s
World Championship, but a doubtful
gearcase and two sick powerheads la-
fer, it was clear to see the race favourite
would have to wait for the next Grand
Prix to make his mark. ,
Meanwhile, the weather remained hot
and still as Sunday rolled inexorably
towards 3 pm, testing was over, drivers
lounged by team campers with overalls
stripped to the waist, mechanics tinker-
ed and double-checked equipment, the
sound of people filling up the spectator
aera drifted over the water.
Suddenly, the cranes were in operation,
the sleek-looking boats were lowered to
the water one by one and drivers pulled
on gloves and helmets, fastened life-
jackets and stepped into the ti ht-fitting
cockpits. Those equipped wifﬁ the new
reinforced cockpits, eight in all, strap-
ed themselves in with the six-point
arnesses new fo powerboat racing and
joined the oid'sry{; boats on their warm-
up laps, before forming a line that
locked straight up the course, Woods
holding the pole position on the outside
place with its debatable advantages.
The red light was on and the whine of
priming filled the air when suddenly the
atmosphere was broken by the roar of
elevenV8s breakinginto life andscream-
ing down the course towards the first
turn-buoy, the remaining three new driv-
ers following a rapid five seconds later
Pole position did Woods no gaod what-
soever. The American limpeg in, amere
half lap completed, affer throwing a
blade off his propeller, The Nordicadriy-
er returned six laps later, but there was
never a chance for him to make up the
lost ground in fifty laps.
A compatriot of his had taken over the
lead ; E;an Robc?r!son, a talented thi
year old struggling to kee|
Arthur Mosferg’tgar bgcly who »Su[: LfgchI;Tv:g
inturn by Robertson's Nigrinteam-mate
Gene Thibodaux and Mostert's Benson
and Hedges partner Salabert as the:
é:uﬂled irgo t;he seventh lap, ¥
ven as Robertson spun. i :
forque steering huvl‘ngpiock‘;uzsh}:i ::ur::-
ed, the new positions were reduced to
confusion. Not one byt two of the Ben.

said the wiry Mostert, 35, happe.'mng,“
gegd I;:u'cn‘ec:ﬁor:r on the ney

ad no way of seeing behi
couldn't be sure of what iogger’::g A
the Dutch driver continued, * 4

black ﬂqgged me off the co”[::ﬁfl' fhey

P K
: : Vi-

running neck and neck with young
dl:J'i. Tl'?e two drivers flung their boats uc;
the final turn-buoy, Spalding shot rourn
on the inside line and streamed past de
chequered flag a mere two seconds
ahead of the ltalian. >y
It was more than just a victory for Spala-
ing himself. It was his team manager
Chris Hodges's first ever.Formula One
win, and it was a moral victory for t_hﬁ
confroversial safety cockpit with whic
Spalding’s and seven other boats in
Munich were equipped. "_Weﬁrfived to
the sceptics that a boat with the “safety
capsule” can be just as competitive (it’s
certaialy no heaw’eé'j as the old style ca-
tamarans,” grinned Spalding, still w;‘;_a-
ing the victory champagne from his
face, “'and that is as important fo me
now as the victory itself.” And the vet-
eran driver fell silent for a minute as he
remembered that it was becuuse‘hlsi.
long-time racing pariner Tom Percival
had been killed that the cockpit project
had been instigated at all. “In a way,
this was for Tom,'}.lagreed Spalding, “he

lichn 't die for nothing.” "
'?,he Percival Hodges Team had still
more reason to feelsatisfied. Spalding’s
partner Bertil Wik, fresh from a short but
successful Formula Two career, had
shown a stunning performance, boﬂlmg
his way into fourth place by the 171
lap, and holding it until his gearcase
sheared off and?ne was forced to refire

n the 46th lap. %
‘éelebrnﬁonscgnﬁnuedfurinfo'fhenl ht
for the English driver, for Vidoli and Thi-
bodaux, and for a sport that had been
rescued from insignificance in style! B

Enrico Vidoli (Nordica) No 19

FINAL RESULTS

Gene Thibodaux (Texace Team) No 5

d decided one lap
him to move. "I felt

In fact, Spalding ha

the boat," explained the

Woaorld Champion,
lzseame speed left, so

and Salabert defended first
positions until they were both
“Itfeltso easy," sigh-
appointment, "'/ was
ertson even before he
was out and | still had s
€ only consolation

was that it showed the
achieved |ater in the
just ten drivers were still on
nd the way was clear ahead

ofThibodaux, the American leader hav-
ht off an insistent Enrico Vidoli

ed Mostert in dis

is previous team-mate Mo
ow there was no such restraint
olinari catamaran was flying
e inexorably narrowed the gap
to the Am;ﬁmnlfeuder. i\nd as Vido dl

on the 46th lap it seeme
had bee P

man had been lying in a so-

by the 48th he had
ux and even as
nto the lastlap, Spalding was

since the 9th lap,

ival Hodges
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TROUBLE

THE WATER

NRICO VIDOLISAVOURED HIS FIRST SWEET TASTE OF F1 VICTORY

ON THE TURBULENT AND DEMANDING WATERS OF THE STOCK-
HOLM GRAND PRIX, THE THIN AND INTENSE ITALIAN DRIVING THE BEST
RACE HIS TEAM HAVE EVER SEEN OF HIM.

Milk instead of honey on the podium?
Well, Formula One boat racers always
did have to be different... Italian Nor-
dica driver Enrico Vidoli, Winner of the
Stockholm Grand Prix, entered into the
spirit of the gesture on behalf of Arla,
the Swedish milk board and a new
sponsor in the sport, tipped his head
back and drank to his victory from o
metal urn. As for the second placed
Benson and Hedges driver Francois
Salabert, he made up for the cham.-
pagne by spraying his milk over the
crowd of cameramen and journalists...
But it was the third placed competitorin
one of the roughest races Formula One
drivers have participated in to whom
the local camera crews turned. Young
Swede Bertil Wik had defended his po-
sition from the field of highly expe-
rienced competitors to hold third place
behind Vidoli and Salabert when the
Grand Prix was stopped on the fwenty-
second of fifty laps.
The Grand Prix, planned for a 6,50 pm
start by order of the authorities who
would not allow the busy fourist traffic
thruway to be closed an earlier, looked
to be in severe ieopardy half and hour
priortothe start, gusting winds whipping
the waterintoac oppy maelstrom. The
decision was taken to postpone by an
our and to reduce the number of laps
to thirty, and when Barry Woods and
twice winner of the Stockholm event
Cees Van de Velden took their craft
onto the course at 7.30, they judged
conditions to have calmed enough for
e race to go ahead,
It was the right decision, but fiffeen of
the powerful racing machines screaming
down the course soon churned the water
into an uré‘gry mass of whitecaps, Lap
speeds reduced si nificantly as drivers
grappled to control their skifterish craft,
"Boy, was it rauih out there..." grinned
Barry Woods who had ousted Dutch-
man Arthur Mostert from his early lead
on the sixth lap. The American needed
every ounce of energy to hold his Mo-

vi

linari Catamaran on the water, which
had already been split in testing and
subsequently repaired earlier in the
weekend, and fo keep the Dutchman at
ay.
But the pounding was to take its toll.
Suddenly, as the leader of the pack
forged into the eleventh lap, his boat
veered fo one side and zig-zagged fo a
halt, the engine lying at a crazy angle
on the boat deck and uHucKed %y
steering cables alone.
Woods's team-mate Vidoli had already
carved a path past the fwo Benson and
Hedges boats of Salabert and Mostert
and the Ifalian was in place to take over
the head of the pack, with Wik, Spalding
and Thibodeaux moving up to fourth,
fifth, and sixth respectively. Four laps
later, onlookers could hordly believe
their eyes when Canadian Mark Rothar-
mel's Nashua Burgess went through
identical antics to Woods and groundto
ahaltonthe course, Y8 engine hanging
uselessly from the back. ?hnre was g
distinctfeeling that the race was gettin
out of control. Something wos oing on
that could not yet be identified,
The usual cause of engines breaking off
in the past has been wealk boat fran.
soms, but then Arthur Mosters shot off
the course whilst ing fo furn, sending
the entire engine fifty feet into the air
and himself eading straight for the
wlui.ljl and spec}a}ors.
“lhave neverfelt so certain thatmy time
had come as when | was headshg' a:'m:
wall at 100 mph,” said the wiry Dutch.
man. "/ had absolutely no control over
the srearlnf anymore, and in those split
seconds | know that the only reason |
would survive if | hit the wall was
becauge ! was in q safety cockpit. "
Incéednbly, the bo,_.arlsteured 10 one side
and came to a halt wi
alonside the wall, et Saninge
Both Nordica and Benson and Hedges
team monc&gers Renato Molingri and
Cees Van der Velden were watchin
close o where Mostert made his drcﬁ

5 e wall. It took the two

oic |:rr|\';“|J ;f;gf secondstosee that it
ﬂ;peﬁsaihe boat transom that wﬁs
:,ns not nder the strain, but the
breaklngemre section itself Whlfih gt};
el’liine 1?16 motor to the boat. An wﬂ_t
1ac od +ver using the one eng:ma'ryp.ell-‘1
gve")'d"hi h|yiikely1hai_fhesumecou
§ medhid moment with any or all of
hane" any the water. The race was
5 00N as race officials could
gopP:de to understand the potential
be M

Erqvity of the situation.

leven drivers did complete the twenty-
two laps and as enough laps had been
completed to allow the race results to
count for UIM points Bob Spalding, Ben
Robertson and Gene Thibodaux re-
ceived points for fourth, fifth and sixth
respectively.

Drivers' reaction to the clear inferior
engine centre section ranged from non-
chalance to shock and outrage. Those
competing in cockpits in particular, felt

Ben Robertson (USA).
Scruteneering.
Marc Rotharmel with Gene Thibodaux.

inevitably
horror at what could almost inevita
have happened had one of them flipped
and relied on the engine to rerpcn'n: on
the boat and act as ballast to tip 1 elm
above water level. But nobody cou
have been more apalled than the re-
presentatives of outboard marine cc':r
poration, the manufacturers of !’he
Johnson and Evinrude V8 engines. Wi i
in half an hour of the race, Jack th_e Ky
manager of the high performance divi-
sion, was on the ‘phone to the Amerlﬁug
factory with descriptions of what ha
broken. By the following Thursday, n;w
patterns had been made to re-cas:jf le
entire midsection and testing hg al-
ready proved they could not pro uche a
piece two and a half fimes strongerthan
first product.
!‘I.ﬁr’e shgﬂ be equipping every Formula
One driver with a new and stronger
centre sectionin time for Chattanooga,
confirmed Leek, referring fo the racke
scheduled just two weeks after S;loc 3
holm. But who had gone wrong in a é)v:;
ingLsuchu potegﬁc;!ly'dqrgzr?ouspro s
in the first plac
r‘C'W’; rl;fgurengines in Endurance fests
for ten hours before relec.l.smg the ?ew
Vv8s," pointed out Leek, "even behore
we took them to the parker seven hour
race and ran for about four hours fhen;'e.
With that behind us, it seemed .rfe
engine and all its fittings were entirely
adequate for races that did not even
n hour.” )
Iggr;‘ Gabrecht, managing director of
Second Effort, the Florida- ased com-
pany constructing and selling the mofords
as OMC's sole V8 deollers,“conﬁrmefd
the limited value of testing. " We cou A
have put a hundred hours en one ol
these motors, %io;he first race and see
it break, " said the American.
g;?vers were qsking in Stockholm that
they revert to the 1984 cowlings until a
new centre section could be throroughly
tested, but that raises the engines by 8
to their former heighf, which is thought
to have con?;ibute tpdihetlalckto;es;ur :;
ity and resulting accidents las |
Irlefaym?:ins to be s%en whether PMC will
succeed in restoring drivers' faith in
them and their products in time for the

Chattanooga Grand Prix on 23r-d
June.

FORMULA ONE POWERBOAT
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
(Resulis after iwo rounds)

No DRIVER/TEAM BOAT POINTS!
19 Enrico Vidoli (1) Molinari/ 15

Nordica Team Evinrude
12 Bob Spalding (UK) Hodges/ 12
Arla Milk Evinrude

3 Frangois Salabert (F)Velden/ &
Benson and Hedges Johnson
5 Gene Thibodeaux Molinari/ H]
(USA) Texaco Team Johnson
12 Bertil Wik (S) Hodges/ 4
Arla Milk Evinrude
6 Rick Frost (UK) Burgess/ 3
Vag-Denim Johnson
16 Angy Bullen (UK)  Burgess/ 2
Nashua Team Johnson
15 Mark Rotharmel  Burgess/ 1
(CAN) Johnson
e T e R T S R S
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past, present
and right now!

A.s tt;ex:?r\::r;l;i]s i:;a&iénzgnmsem?: i _ ofall forms of powersport videos Duke Marketing can offer you an
: o "ge of top quality programming. From the classic documentaries which have
entertained motorclub filmnight audiences since the 1920's, to up-to-the minute highlights of this

V=T RTITITRE = I s Formula One, Endur e ol o : LGHAA
1 , ‘ = ; =ig _ gestal » Endurance and Rallying World Championships — it's all in our FREE literature.
| : Here's just a sample of current releases:
FORM / FORMULA GP HIGHLIGHTS 1985
VILLENEUVE —
TWO TILL THEEND — | SUPERCHARGED - Sl
the 1984 F1 season the Grand to Gilles
i Prix Cars Villeneuve Individual races
o 1924 to 1939 £29.90 (+p&p) |
= The BBC have Buy 4 races or
never had so Few fans of more: 519..95.
many requests for Formula One Buy all 16:
£34.50 (+p&p) a video version of can fail to gisdgssl%aECETAPE ‘
ALSO a motorspart express some ol et |
AVAILABLE programme as degree of 5 ﬂﬁ ok
GP 83 (£34.50), they have for this respect and Application. |
GP 82 (£29.90), documentary admiration |
GP 81 (£22.50). g He e Dttt Within a few days of each of this
team. Gilles Villeneuve is mentioned. This season's FI GPs we are pleased to
. Commendably moving tribute, produced by a French- present FOCA's GP Highlights, 60
Latest in the highly acclaimed series the BBC have already brought out Canadian company, features many minutes of all the very best action in a
of FOCA productions which tell the the video and they've also added action sequences as well as personal tightly edited package expertly
full story of each season of GP some more superb archive footage reminsicences of personalities including narrated by Simon Taylor. New for 1985
racing. The 1984 story is wittily to make a total 79 minutes! Enzo Ferrari, Fanglo, Stirling Moss is a lap of each circuit filmed from a GP
| written and narrated by TV Fascinating stuff throughout. and Niki Lauda. 60 mina Macadam car —the ultimate record of sach
B e o cbot 1858 79 mins * BEC/MGM £29.95 (+ p&p) race. 80mins FOCA
ve James, A must for any +
collection. £24.95 (-pap) :
R o RALLYSPORT

BHP similarly present an ever improving spectacle to

THE MARQUE OF A WORLD ENDURANCE the enthusiast.

For the very best and latest from each producer just

LEGEND HIGHLIGHTS 1985 have a look at these from Videovision:

SP a4 | ANCE The sights, sounds and general atmosphere of world

o, 2 = championship rallying all become more impressive as

i : each year passes. The images of rallying captured on
videotape and film by producers like Videovision and

. The definitive. documentry Every round of the 1885
No other spark plug in the world has a record That's why they are used andr ;t;?;;\:;:&u&% oie 3 “V'Eg*“”“u“’;ﬁ’ be 1985 RALLY HIGHLIGHTS
of success in racing like Champion spark pl 7 and recommended by . Produced by Tony Maylam ) covardaioe e - o Eight rounds, Sweden, Portugal

pion spark plugs. leading car manufacturers and marine engine buil i Fast Drive in the Country” _ — O B e

- fame, ] Y s T £:1 e actio
And the technology we've developed in racina h ders throughout the world, T ‘Be moride most) praific malorsport quality g}mﬂ:ga aeboth
3 outst o @ach tape is read

helped us produce new Cham iup kmg o - Sy st oy ot | S broadcastatandard L e T

PON+ Sparkpligs. - Solfyou want premium performance Sl e e £24.95 (o

b= 7 i P
With wider based, longer nosed insulators and put the spark of success ' et e e iAo | | S 51835 - o). Buy ol B £1889
H A i LR 3 . - 3
New copper cares, you can rely on them to stay in your engine. Rands of great drivor ke E:‘;EJE?%%% ' pLus FREE Ware' Also NOw
e way froi AILA]

live the whole season from mins £29.90 (+p&p)

cleaner, overcome misfiring and make starting easier.
and from BHP for Castrol...

e: Bugat Kuala an};‘a;;lyou can

” A armchairl ]
TMYPQ e n'l\ﬂry X L Eﬂ round 55 mins (minimum)
30

ercedes SSK Type 720 and sion THE LO

Mg oLE, Blta lma BC 2300 (types Le Mans and I’;’i—;’,—’.ﬂan rounds: £29.90 (+p&p) HERDESE BL g owmation, stick prodicon,

Jage Migli), Porsche 356, S50/45 Spyder and 956, tloantd rounds: i ‘ documentary style — all that you'd

29uar Dype, Aston Martin DR, Ferrarl 260 Testa  SUBSCRIBE & SAVE: Buy atlea aboutihe1oas’ expectfram the producer (and

R?:“a and 250 GTO, 50 mins Worldmark £19.95 each. PLUS FREE TAPE. mo? ol sponsor) by whose work othars
CLUSIVE OFFER: A limited edition of 2000 cassstte Buy all 1l rounds: £19.95 each Lakes Rally judged.

:.:-::' have been produced signed by Ickx and Bell
Riag 8tocks last, price cnly £24.95 (+p&p)

bowQ AVAILABLE: Limited edition 850 cassettes with
25 srersonally signed by Mass, Surtees, Ickx and Bell

it ‘ld-dl’nca of this edition includes having your

°M Separate sheet)

£19.95 (:p&p)

ed by calligraphy. (Please advise name defail

@%‘Mm & ﬁoux great programmes
Mdeovisior's cavaraga of the

Le
1883 (4 Hour Race in 1982, £22.50 (+pip)

| You can’t beat a Champion ORISR Ll . o

Le Mans 83 (60 mins)
un £29.90 (+-p&p)

9 early Le Mans Le Mans 84 (5 mins)
£29.90 (+p&p)
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BEHIND THE SCENES

Grand Prix International decided it was time
light. After all, where would the drivers be if they cou
spoke to the youngest member of some of the

ms fo find out for you just h
r;\?lgne of them cansufe(r the long hoyrs b

L by Nevin Hicjoy

chanics were brought into the i, .
the me ldn't rely on a first-rate outfi? W,

ow fhey's

joined the F1 circus and their respective reamse.,_r s In o feam effort 1o provide i

hard work unfavourably. They all devote !
driver(s) with the best possible cars to achieve the

Name: Dieter Krombein; Age 22

Dieter joined Zakspeed thanks to his
brother who was already on the team
and he'd also done o four-year appren-
ticeship. When we asked him what he
enjoyed most about his job, he grinned,
"The cars!"'He has been with Zakspeed
since Estoril. There is a total stoff of 40
people working for Erich Zakowski's
outfit and the team's other activities in-
clude racing 2 Group Cs and Indycarsin
the States which means that in the two
months he's been with the team he's
only had a couple of days off.

RENAULT
Name: Michel Rafaelli; Age 21

Michel used to live near the Paul Ricard
circuit in the South of France, He was
often around when F1 teams came for
ﬁrivufe testing and he would make

imself useful. Renault built their own
test centre on the frack recently and
he'd help out, stop watch in hand.
“"There wasn't a job as such for a time
keeper until Renaulf decided they need-
edsomeone two months ago and asked
me if| would take on the job. Of course |
jumped at the chance and I've been
with the team since Estoril now, " His job
entails installing photo electric cells on
various parts c?a particular track and
recording the exact speeds of the cars.
"'l spend a great deal of time in the
evenings calculating and making sure
I've got all the figures correct, But, be-
fore this season's over, the information
will be computerised,"

TOLEMAN
Name: John Walton; Age 27

John Walton has been with Toleman
since 1981. He did an apprenticeship
and then went straight into Formula
Ford where he learned some of the ins
and outs to motor racing. From there he
joined a F3 team, And then worked on

oth Formula Atlantic and Saloon car

92

ing outfits before his first F1 expe-
:ioe‘;\cg with Theodore. John's advice to
would-be F1 mechanics: "' Be prepared
to work long hours! None of us have o
particular job, we all contribute to the
building o; the cars.”

ARROWS

Name: Peter Ford; Age 30

Yes, the youngest mechanic on the Ar-
rows team is thirty and hails from Da-
ventry. He was formerly with Shadow
and has been with the team since Brazil.
“Arrows hod a position on the T car and
I had fabricating skills, but what's really
important is being in the right place at
the right time. | enjoy the variety most of
all. The worst part is the waiting around
in the airports."With an average of two
GPs o month Peter gets approximately
four days off over the same period but
reckons its well worth all the effort.

RAM

Name: Mike Sopp; Age 21

Mike joined RAM one month agoandso
Belgium was 1o have been his first Grand
Prix. He wrote o lefter fo RAM last year
offering his services and a few months
ago he was informed that there was a
vucon? ovoilable if he still wanted it, "'/
started out helping friends on club cir-
cuits and | also diag a four-year appren-
ticeship. There's no d sbody on the
team. We're allinvolved in building the
engines."

Name: Richard Hodgson; Age 24
Ex-helicopter technician, Richard joined
Lotus six months ago and i
comes from North Yorkshire, He spent
last year doin% saloon car racing with
BMW Great Britain and when the
w,fhdmw'their sponsorship he was Jef
without a job. '/ went knocking on a few
oors and wrote a number of letters,
Lotus were 7E;c'.vm::‘ enough fo give me an
interview. They fook me on as a me-
chanic for the ‘test team and they took

kind of success they deserve,

me along fo the GPs to help out, “Wha
does he enjoy? ' The travelling ang the
best thing was winning at Estorj| this
year!" Advice to readers? "' Get o ood
apprenticeship first and a good Cy
Then it'sa matter of being there when g
vacancy becomes availagle. &

OSELLA ;
Name: Carlo Lunetta; Age 25

A home GP at Imola was Carlo's first
experience on the F1 circuits. He work-
ed his way up through the ranks of F3
working for the Arno Racing Team with
the likes of Paolo Giangrossi and Fabio
Mencini. He joined Osella when he
heard there was a position available on
the T car. What he enjoys most is the
immense challenge and the possibility
he has of furthering his experience in
high level automobile technology on a
team such as Osella.

WILLIAMS
Name: Steve Howlings; Age 19
Steve has been with Frank Williams's
team for five months and his job entails
lacking after the bodywork of the cars,
© repairs them, places the stickers and
Qﬂﬂernllly makes sure they're spick an.d
span. [ was really lucky because I'd
grown up in a world of cars. My father
was a great influence in that he used fo
compete in club events and take me
along and | learned quite a bit. .A"
thaugh | hadn't done an apprentice-
ship, | contacted Williams who, at the
fime, hadn't a vacancy for a mechanic
ulthey needed someone for the body-
work." A suggestion on where to start?
orking on the trucks and generally
helping out s a good way. "' The advan-
fagesi" Travo.’hng, How else could | see
0 many countries and get paid at the
same time?" The drawbacks? * Very lit-
tle time at home, But it's defini tely worth
it The mechanics have been on this
team for an average of four years which
Srare in Fl and proves that we 're gene
rally a happy foti*
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OVER THE MOON

GPI,
REXT THING TO BEING

THERE! Thatis myfeeling when-

ever 1 cuddle up and read your

publication. It’s interesting, re-
freshing, superl?]y do_ne_ novel,
with just totally incredible cover-
age of FI racing. The coverage
literature IS literature. It is a
picture of thoroughness, accu-
racy and dramas behind the
scenes of each team. The statis-
tics are THE stam_iards_other
publications (especially in the
US) still have to shoot for. I
marvel at the detailin which you
cover the teams. Please keep this

up.
\i?ithout sacrificing F1 coverage,
1 also enjoy the WEC and Rally
scene. They give me perspective
and wider scope to really have
an appreciation of the total
motorsport picture worldwide.
Noteverythingis perfect though.
I would also like to know more
about the drivers, some details
of their personal and public lives.
I would also be interested on
how the contracts of the teams
with their sponsors are spelled
out and negociated, [ want THE
COMPLETE STORY.

More power to you! Keep up the
excellent work! And more!
José R. Casas,

32 Stature Drive,

Newark, DE 19713,

USA

PROFILES

Dear GPI,
Your magazine is as good as
ever but how about some more
driver profiles?
ob Cope,
Summafhiﬂ,
Jurby,
Isle of Man

Ask and your wish shalt be rant-
ed! As from this issue, andivery'
monih, Mike Doodson now back
on the GPJ production team,
will be profiling your favourite
%i:gr: a;zd _g'er.mnuifties on the
Ireults. Senna to kick off/
Lh;nks fard writing in. 4
appy reading,
GPL &

INTERNATIONAL

Dear GPJ,
Hello from Can,

Tage is very thin (and 2.3 me.
late) in 990 of lsiorth X;ﬁ;]:
Mmagazines, So to yg Canadiang,

fic -Wt‘-do?of

your mag is still very spaciar:
even with your g(pgi?(zgésed.
other classes of racing, to
To give your luck
readers some idea, we

had the complete Gga"sz:snly
televised for the last two eon
(CBO). Yearg
Regarding some of the i
comments other reaégfsg a}t::)
made concerning compe(iliuﬁ
coverage other than FJ, | sa
b..s! Your last name jg stilly
thankfully, International. &
Stephan Carmichael,
Toronto,

Canada

Y Europegy,

BACK FROM THE DEAD

Dear GPI,

To all the critics of the “new
format” GPI, let me just say tha(
itis far better than no GPT at a]].
Times change, GPI changes, Yoy
must admit its coverage of the
Brazilian GP was thorough (es-
pecially qualifying). Although
Bernard Asset is not there,
DPPI's pics are certainly as
beautiful and exciting as Ber-
nard’s photography. I was thrill-
ed to see GPI come back from
the dead, and although Rallying
is meaningless to me, a 205 Tur-
bo 16 blasting through a tight
turn freaks me out. Almost. So
welcome back to life GPI and
just remember, Formula One is
the most incredible sport in the
world.

Salut Gilles!

Joel Gordon,

1411, rue du Fort,
Montreal,

Quebec.

PS. Why not print this one!
My father will be so proud of
me!

WE ARE NOT AMUSED

Dear GPI,

lam writing in disgust about the
way the races on the calendar
are seemingly given to any V&
nue. In recent years the geasons
have been littered with_msufﬁ-
cently prepared circuits and
shoddy facilities. The momen-
tum of a F1 season is often halt-
ed by these “circuits".

Better rules should be enforced
to put a stop to cities holding
races simply through greed i
ther than for the enthusiasts’ e
tertainment.

Yours sincerely,

Adrian King,

zmonh Close,

Bedford

MK41 7XG

o@i::u reserve the right to modify co

necessarily agree with read®
nns.

LONDON KING SIZE

Tue to London’s tradition of excellence

|\/ - J E TAR As defined by.H.M. Government :
]jj Lﬁovemmant Health WARNING:

CIGARETTES CAN SERIOUSLY DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH




Watch out for John Player Special Team Lo iSi
nd ayer - tusont :
racing at French Grand Prix, 7th July - Austrian Greals:/ll;l?iz
18th August - Dutch Grand Prix, 25th August. Q

JPSPCGPI

(Dates and venues correct at time of going to press)

DANGER: Government He; :
CIGARETTES CAN SERIOUSTY DAMAGE YOUR HEALT



