wouldn't allow
it to go on
any longer.

His “inPluential
contacts” were
mostly yakuzs.

The company
had no way of
avoiding them.

The actors often
lePt their gambling
. houses in debt.

He invested
in touring
productions,
too. Most of
our proFits
went to him.

Hayami
sponsored
Moonlight

Thester and
. the company
perFormed
v plays in his
3 1 Lﬁbuildings
B 2

From time to
time, there was
even violence.

While Ichiren trained
new actors, he was
constantly FPorced to
borrow actors From
other companies.

[ ‘:‘,f» he was able
Y Lfo recruit

"I most of our

/ company.

I

i
Theatr egw 5 He led Daito Hayami’s
s0 badly Art Production presence
Nbosaladh ot to prosperity had grown
W HP cp o gnd conﬁm«gd too great to
%%Iohg or stage w:ﬂ; ga?sdgi/’r'r‘ons be ignored.
plays '
NS

00 since he

M\—had money,

=
~

THAT MAN
‘ DOESN'T
|\ KNOW A THING A
) ABOUT (
THEATER!

Ichiren cut
all ties with
Hayami.



That was
when its
sparkle

started to

Fade...

OF course,
he had to
put the
touring
productions
on hold.

With Hayami
35 an enemy,
Moonlight
Theater was
in 8 dire
situation.

Arguments This

broke out 11 o dragged
between the new down the
dctors and the = plays. They
borrowed ones, =5 | acked their
causing most of hosys usual spirit.

them to leave.

was forn
between
the two
opposing
sides.

The audiences
grew smaller
and smaller.

Ichiren took
great care with the
new actors. To spare
their Peelings, he kept
rewriting his scripts
and changing his
direction.
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%

% \

\T;?"down every
\\ time.

-\ =

=\ = ;Xv

&;;‘-: seaTy o
:

We were short on
admirers and we could

no longer stage shows.

But even if Hayami got
his hands on the
company, he would
never obtain Ichiren
Ozaki nor Chigusa
Tsukikage.

NY)

Sl W Daito Art
- Production’s
Pirst show
was harshly
" criticized and
ended up 3

Pailure.

f

";{& g

i
T

we realized ¥ ]
the impact it I
was making o;r

" The situation

was aFFfecting g
the very hesrt; i
oF the Moolight

Theater. 4

=~  into such

))had to resort §
| toloans. \§

deep debt . '\
that Ichiren\\\

B

He suddenly Perhaps he
made an offer was still too
Por the rights attached to the

to stage it.

He offered
huge amounts
oF money to
. Ichiren, but
“he was turned

trademark show

of the Moonlight
Theatre, The

Crimson

The second and third
shows were no better.
An upstart in the Field,
Hayami immediately
lost all eredibility
3s 8 producer.

i
I;




~. & - ©1 4 When that Failed,

his next move was
to try and make
me switch sides.

He sent a
man to Ichiren,
who proposed He thought that
several promising if I went to Daito,
investments. But I was Ichiren would
immovable. eventuslly come

over, too.

So he changed
tactics again.

Lured by the promise
of large gains, Ichiren
took loans and risked
everything, thinking he

could pay back the loans
with the money gained

Prom the investments.

idea that the
man was sent

Qf‘j-- {: 'rg;' %8 .' % ) fe
.‘.\‘ £y tm{fi:a‘ﬂ } A%

T

Every day, the yskuza Those who Ichiren's

came to Ichiren, insisting i had loaned investments
that he give them the 1*1 money to crashed and
Moonlight Theater to ‘Ichiren were The man who all his money

pay off his debt. +growing had suggesfec:‘z/é‘// was lost.

;;{mpaﬁenf. the investments’y
G was nowhere e -
to be Pound. - =y




W /7

THIS
SHoOW
sucks!
JUST
END IT!

/

'/, Then we /

< realized the
scheme, but
g it was too

~
”
| %

When Ichiren
dion't do
what they

wanted, they

)" s
o L |
" N )
N, o
han N 0 ? i y

; I.‘ \n

. /,«/
~ AN
A %\‘\\\\_ T\

started to

bully him in
other ways.

W,

OF A PLAY!

AT LEAST
LEAVE THE
AUDIENCE
__ALONE.
9 THEY HAVE
NO PART
IN THIS!




o

WY

&l\‘?\ -"(:.V‘M =
('\(\\§& N‘\P\k ?






s
LN o
J PICK A
FIGHT?

|
L ]
I

W

Y é"‘

|

&v‘

]

QO

YOU'RE
BLAMING
| THE FIRE?

\_ THEY TAKE IT
THIS FAR? ©

M2

THINK TWICE
BEFORE YOU

TRY THAT
AGAIN!
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i ! ) - ;
{ ‘ f i \\c‘—/ \"1\ \
— Ichiren O\
ﬁf% i _ became ill \'\ Il
1= :’ 5= From the
- ClCSEE=  stress...

v pd The majority
]fmp‘%; oF the actors
YOU MUSTN'T YvéﬂA;—lilﬁ( REALLY ARE had left, so
LET SUCH A IN A TIGHT the compan
TREASURE  ABOUT SELLING ME &port. s epa dg
BE LOST! THE RIGHTS TO ¥ dy
THE CRIMSON A _A| considere .
GovveSS? / closed. This i v
1 only made it Theatre went to
ofFicial. another owner.

Then he
insisted that
I also join
Daito.

e 2
A A

DAITO ART
PRODUCTION
WILL PROVIDE A
MAGNIFICENT
STAGE FOR IT!

That
was when
Hayami
came yet




But even
aFter Ichiren
recovered,

he didn't
refurn to
directing.

his living
expenses low
to save money |.|
Por Moonlight |

Theater.

MOONLIGHT
THEATER /S
NOT DEAD!

GET
NO
MATTER ;2"5
HOW BAD g
THINGS GET ?
FOR ME,
I'LL NEVER
Bow My
HEAD TO

T T

His wife and
son were gone.

I took some parts in Films
to earn money and to ease
Ichiren's sadness, but Hayami
bought the company that
produced my Films.

I had signed
3 contract with

that studio, so I
couldn’t work For
anyone else.




Fond memovries

Theater.

L oF the Moonlight |

Many had =—

‘—]J

4

Fortunately,
many came to

my 3id. Some of
the old company

members even
returned.

The idea of
going back to
work raised
Ichiren’s
spirits.

I thought it
was the only
way to edse
Ichiren’s

5| 5 Theater.
= ,

| I sought out
support From
anyone I could ~

Pind. I even ==1—

reached out

I thought
that with their
Pinancisl help, I
could reestablish
Moonlight

e

75

5
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We rented
3 theater
- and staged

The second and
third plays were
the same.

Mg
I

a8 Fine play,

= quickly lost
i, interest.

““‘ ) A
7 %
mmeﬂ

The
dudience
53id it was

but they

= B

il
; lm.’;ph}m“"'”' i

1

g A
| j"!('
(R wasn't 8 1

success. '




Even if
everyone
else leaves,
- | aw still at q

your side...
o

—

k— Always!
No matterd
what =

>

; Financiers

self confidence i,k back
was completely  tyoin money -
shattered. — 5ud the '

~Y 7 company
members

c Our
Ichiren's

lePt again.” - *.

YOUR
ACTING
TALENT

WOULD BE

DION'T You

SAY I AM THE
OTHER HALF
ICAN'T GO OF YOUR
ANYWHERE souL?
WITHOUT
you!

-r

i

|

%éw

IF you
CONTINUE TO
STAY AT MY

SIDE, NOTHING

GOOD WILL
COME OF IT,
CHIGU‘SA’

TO DISTANCE

YOU'D BE  YOURSELF

——=  WELCOMED FROM ME,
r‘&h— ANYWHERE.

CHIGUSA.

0

/// :



s | |

THE LISTEN!  /

1 crMSON | PROMISE
| eoppEss. |

_ ONE 4

g DAY WE'LL MTE,_IfNOGME

4 ResTAGE
THE CRIMSON J

Wl Hayami showed
L[ his ability in the
i, business, rapidly (((/ 7 7
W changing Prom |{-.1/
_ one enterprise (‘. 7\
. to another.

Reslizing that he
was 3 novice in the
Pield, he surrounded
himselfF with talented,
bright people that
worked hard to create /;
new productions. \1 z

=5
=SS

=7

AT TRT

Gradually,
shows From Daito
Art Production
started to gain
attention and
success.




f¥
S sl
Y‘Vw/( 7‘/ '{3.73"‘

= il ng:fﬂ“q;

; -‘;7 — A —
=S

I

DI (T8
2T
M“‘ug
The cinema
section was
also going

without a glitch.

1

r,/;
§ Daito’s original
transport branch
- expanded all
f over Japan.
- g
{
M, o
e >

Musicals,
magic shows and
variety became
common sights in

P

some fheafefy\ _

. 8
Ll

They were selected
to produce shows
with mass sppeal.

FTENE TR

Once he took over
Moonlight Theater,
we understood
what his gosl had
been all slong.

Hayami had
connections in
politics and Finance,
and also in the
underworld.

With all his

connections,

Hayami managed
to gain an
incredible
reputation.



— e
They were oI &
l' all pawns ‘ .Ichn;en sf
of Hayami The people | 'Nvestmen
Eisuke. who had ‘ advisors...||
loaned him ! ‘
money, the "
yakuza, all , /(f
oF them... | 2

\
THAT MAN The custodian
HE WAS |5 BeMIND oF the theater

forgive || puie Q. AL THS! | confessed to me.

STRINGS...

-
W

IN ORDER TO
STEAL THIS
THEATRE FROM
ICHIREN-SENSEL

WENT TO
i GREAT
"1 LENGTHS
TO GET THE
MOONLIGHT

SIR, YOUR
CAR HAS
ARRIVED.




iR

Everyone -
who had

T helped to

WARDLY war | stesl the
FOR THE Moonlight
OPENING Theater was

there.

A \\

k.

AT

ivaRnw,

f i , 5
L -Il:ll:ll..l’.:l

R X
N \\‘\‘x /
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llh pIK '

I'd never =S
seen him so R
distraught. 38

He was like

e 5 8 mouse,
|\ ¢ Prozen under
A\ [/ the eyes of
\ ! / 3 hawk.
1525

oA

/
/
|l"

Neverd hever
. forgive

him!

3way without
uttering 8
single word. ,

- ['ll drag him

+ 10 the darkest
<. depths of
= hell




WHERE DO
PEOPLE GO
WHEN THEY i
DIE, CHIGUSA? [\
4

PROBABLY AND WHY
BECAUSE ARE THEY
THEY WISHED REBORN?

WHO KNOWS...
MAYBE THEY
RETURN WHERE
THEY WERE
BEFORE THEY




TO HAVE BEEN

SINCE T
WAS ABLE TO

I KNOW 1
WAS BORN TO
MEET YOU.

YOU'VE DONE
MORE THAN

ENOLIGH. A USELESS

1've  MAN LIKE
NEVER MYSELF?

DONE A
THING FOR Q
\

i V) AN




YOU... il s
ONLY You.

THE AGE
DIFFERENCE
NEVER

MATTERED
TO ME!

PAPSTR 7N -
/‘*”\‘\ﬁ/\\w{\/i\
N

|
\}

W
W

\ \/ i THANK YOU,
‘ y MADE You
';/7 ‘ SUFFER...

,‘} TOGETHER
ﬂ((‘ WITH ME -
” CANT BRING

2

YouMwosAs BEING BY
Yol YOUR SIDE IS
WONDERFUL CUIE G0 X -
THING IN MY ENOUGH TO
LIFE... Nad 1




I AM NO
LONGER YOUR
TEACHER...

Aah!
Vs | love you!
A
7 1 love you,

g lehiren!

o = lwasbom —J
= 10 meet you!




= AT THAT |

MOMENT, | CHIGUSA
/" IT  IWAS SURE |
| WASNTA TSAW THE | | 9 YO :
| TRICK OF FACE OF THE | | REMEMBER THE Ichiren!

| DAY WEMETIN —
THE VALLEY OF |
THE PLUM

| THE LIGHT, GODDESS. /|

|  NORA Y
| HALLUCINA- N =
\ TION... |~ -

>l

\
, I
| IeTLL (l

| BELIEVE
| IN WHAT
| T sAW. }
,/; v /
,",/ ‘\!v =
| ' i ONLY You
/| You ARE WHEN DON'T & CAN INTERPRET
[ THEONLY  yonacr FORGET Uom THE CRIMSON
| ONE ABLE TO  oneTAGE IT. , \ GODDESS,
— LIFE TO MY Y
\ \ SOUL. \ S0\ 5
,. ~ 5N
p— \\‘
4 ONE | ONSTAGE,
1/1’ DAY T'LL , | WE WILL
ST PLAY THE | ALways Be
- CRIMSON || TOGETHER.
e GODDESS \ A ~Z. \
AGAN!
2 NS\
l\‘:\ 4\k\~ - K\‘ ( 7
k\.\;\‘ 3 & Y
S V)ES -
>l (@.((i_\\g*




REBORN, WE'LL
MEET EACH
OTHER AGAIN...




Following my
intuition, I went
to the Former

N / l‘,ra;i«' N
A0

|




Ichiren

hanged
himself
backstage.

il

{
W

!
)

,v'!lh




MEETING YOU
WAS THE MOST
WONDERFUL THING

He leFt me the
staging rights
to The Crimson
Goddess...

IN MY LIFE...

CHIGUSA. ..

HOW CAN
I GO ON
WITHOUT
HIM?

LET ME 55 WHAT

f/%’/g ~\ GENZO! LET R %NZO;I
/

FOR HIM! _ ME DIE: ﬁ) powsz!

SAN!




R

AR

DO WANT
HAYAMI GETTING
HIS HANDS ON
THE CRIMSON

GODPESS?

WHATEVER HE

| |

%) DON'T YOU
THINK S0,

o CHIGUSA-SAN?

ICHIREN-
SENSE| LEFT
THE CRIMSON
GODPESS IN
YOUR CARE!

IF YOU DIE
NOW, THAT
MAN WILL BE
ABLE TO DO

Yes... | have
The Crimson

N
\
S o

The

Crimson
Goddess!

/

P

CHIGUSA-SAN, ,71
/F YOl ARE -iph
GONE, WHO '
WILL INTERPRET
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS?

g R
1F YOU BRING v

THE CRIMSON \)
GODDESS BACK Vil
TO THE STAGE, N

IT WILL BE LIKE e
RETURNING LIFE TO \\(
TCHIREN-SENSEI'S -

SPIRIT!

LIVE, T
BEG You!

LIVE AND
INTERPRET
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS
AGAIN,
CHIGUSA-

SAN!




Silent as
the bottom of
the sea...

My soul
reawakened...

All living
credtures
and I were

3s one.

The whole
OF Crestion
and I were
3s one.

The next time
I went onstage,
I once again Felt the
strange sensation I
had Felt long ago on
the opening night of
The Crimson Goddess.

I moved
through the
3ir 3s though
I were ingd®
the watep™

i~z

I wavered
in the light as
though I were
the air itself.




Afhr_ough e,
/ lchiren’s feelings,
| his love...

reach the

o, feels liketo /
- interpret %
Ichiren’s
 spirit..

- DON'T
&L FORGET,
\_‘:\:% / CHIGUSA.
7‘,"{%
&7 W,
BN

ONSTAGE, ~._
WE WILL e P /
("

WHEN YOU
ACT ONSTAGE,
YOU GIVE LIFE _
70 MY SOUL.

ALWAYS BE
TOGETHER. '



ll live! =

= Tolve =
— together with —
= youonthe =
stage!

To give life
1o your soul!

NN
X

%«

The revival "
oF The Crimson
Boddess was
it also the revival -
liti OF the actress ::
Chigusa

N
\\>\\\

SR

DR

///\///
22000
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Iwon'tallow —
anyone to stand —==
inmy way!l

Least of all

You'll see how
= strong I'll become, ==
lchiren!




