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Cammish and Turkington
put on anincredible show at
Brands Hatch (see page 30)

Autosport note
to readers

You won't have failed to notice the unprecedented price increase

of Autosport magazine this month. Like all publishers we are facing
the harsh economic realities of our audience shifting to digital,
combined with the increasing costs of maintaining a print product.

We know many of our readers and supporters value the print
publication and we think it has significant value given the broad
coverage — from Formula 1 to club racing via rallying and endurance
events — and deep analysis, some of which is not offered elsewhere.

If vou believe the print version is now too expensive then we do
have a great value alternative in Autosport Plus, for which there
is currently a special offer (see left and page 44). A lot of the content
in the magazine, and much more, already appears on autosport.com.
There are, of course, some magazine sections that do not feature
online, but that will be reviewed in the coming months and,
where there is significant demand, plans will be put in place
to make sure fans are still catered for.

In the very first issue, which came out on 25 August 1950, Autosport
set out its stall to provide “news that is bang up-to-the-minute” and
“feature personalities, their activities and their cars” We will continue
to do this — and a lot more — but it will be in other ways, whether
via gutosport.com, podcasts, videos or other products. Other things
associated with the brand, such as the Autosport Awards, Autosport
International and the Aston Martin Autosport BRDC Young Driver
of the Year Award will also continue to lead the way in the industry.

We hope that vou, our readers, continue to enjoy Autosport in
its various forms and we thank you for vour support.
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FORMULA 1

Formula 1 is lining up Paul Ricard, Spa and Sochi for
experimental reversed-grid qualifying races next year,
although scepticism from teams could lead to the
trials being put back to 2021.

The mooted format is understood to be based on
the grid being formed for what would be a sprint race
to decide the line-up for the grand prix proper using
a reverse order of world championship positions. But
this would require unanimous support from the teams
to change the 2020 sporting regulations at so late a
stage — something that is not a foregone conclusion
given ongoing opposition from more than one team.
Should those objections remain, F1 and the FIA —
which both back the move — could not force it
through until the following season.

As Autosport closed for press, the teams were due
to vote on the proposal in Paris vesterday (Wednesday),
with Mercedes among those sceptical about the idea.

Teams met at last weekend’s Japanese Grand Prix
to discuss the practical implications of such races, with
team strategists attending. With no pitstops and a short
distance, the fear among teams is that it will be more
difficult for frontrunners to make progress through the
field than when they drop to the back in a grand prix
that features many more variables. While cars that
drop down the order often clear the midheld runners
very rapidly, the quick cars would be starting directly
behind those who are only marginally quicker, so the

Williams of
George Russell is
chased by Lewis

Hamilton’s Merc at
Paul Ricard. A sign of
things to come?

F1 EARMARKS RAGES FOR REVE

fear is that passing will be difficult.

“Tf it’s not unanimous, it will not happen — and I
don’t know if these people will be convinced, but that
is a decision for Wednesday,” said Haas team principal
Gunther Steiner after the Japanese GP. “You know,
there was more than once that somebody didn't want
something, and then still it happened. So I wouldn’t get
ahead of myself and say it is not going to happen. There
are people who have got opinions, concerns about it.

“1 am not opposed to it. If the majority wants it, [ am
OK with 1t, because sometimes you have to try things
differently. If it doesn’t work, we should say, "Hey, it
didn’t work, let’s go back to what we had before™

“1 am happy to try that out and then see how it
actually works, what impact it has got. What are
the costs, and also, do we attract more spectators?
Again, my biggest thing is do we make actually the
show better? If vou don’t make it better, [if it’s] just
for us to please ourselves, there is no point to do
it. Because it"s all more work.”

The proposal is part of F1's desire to trial modified
race formats, and even if it proves a success there’s no
plan for such a Saturday race to be universally adopted.
But if it works it could be used more regularly.

As well as the teams, many drivers have objected to
the proposal. Notably, Lewis Hamilton and Sebastian
Vettel hit out at the idea after the Singapore Grand Prix
and suggested that F1 has other, more pressing problems
to take on. But it is not surprising that top teams and
drivers, in particular, are against the proposal given how



RSED GRIDS

much more difficult the race weekend will become.

While the weekend will be structured to ensure that
there is no extra mileage required, with the race taking
place as a substitute for Saturday afterncon’s qualifying
session, there are also concerns about the increased
risk of damage. The gualifying race is likely to feature
significant amounts of overtaking given the inverted
grid, meaning there is greater chance of collisions with
drivers taking risks, Ranged against that, there’s no
doubt that teams will rapidly get on top of the best way
to approach the races and mitigate the unpredictability.

Despite the objections, there are merits in the
proposal, even though it goes against the tradition of
setting grids by practice pace established at the 1933
Manaco Grand Prix. It would not be possible for, say,
a Williams to hold on to victory in a qualifving race -
but that is not the objective. The main impact is that
it will create significantly more opportunity for the
grid for the grand prix to be scrambled, while drivers
in the quickest cars will also be able to fight among
themselves as they come through the field. With
increased peril for the top teams, it will make winning
a grand prix more difficult and guarantee mixed-up
grids. It would also pose a technical challenge, with
those cars that are less critical aerodynamically when
running in turbulent air having an advantage.

While the reversed-grid experiment goes against
almost 9o vears of tradition, there’s no doubt that,

should it happen, many fans will watch to see the results.

EDD STRAW
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Renaults protested by
Racing Point at Suzuka

FORMULA 1

Controversy struck the Japanese
Grand Prix after the race when
the points-scoring Renaults

of Daniel Ricciardo and Nico
Hulkenberg were protested

by Racing Point after finishing
sixth and 10th respectivelw.

The FIA was directed to seal
and impound both Renaults’
electronic control units and
steering wheels to allow the
protest to proceed. Racing Point
questioned the legality of the
Renaults over an alleged pre-set
lap-distance-dependent brake-
bias adjustment system.

Representatives of both teams
and one from the FIA technical
department convened with the
Japanese GP stewards on Sunday
evening, and the stewards
determined that the protest
satisfied all relevant parts of
the International Sporting
Code and is admissible.

Renault has agreed to this
point, but the next step will
take some time to establish.

This is because the stewards
have directed the FIA technical
department representative to seal
and impound the FTA standard
ECU of both cars, plus their
steering wheels, to conduct “a
detailed analysis of those pieces”™
and the “hardware, software and
data associated with them” They
may call upon “outside technical
assistance”, iIncluding Renault
and Racing Point team members,

Hulkenberg leads
Perez during the

Japanese GP
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while conducting the analysis.

When the analvsis is complete,
the representative must provide
a written report to the stewards
with their findings. Those findings
must be matched against the
“potential technical infringements
detailed in the protest”.

The chairman of the stewards
will be notified when the
likely submission date of the
assessment can be determined,
“s0 that the next meeting time
to assess the claims made in the
protest can be scheduled”

The FIA document relating to
the original protest only referred
to an alleged technical and
sporting regulations — and ISC
— breach without specifically
referencing what that could be.

As things stand, the Renaults
are still included in the results,
although the Racing Points of
Sergio Perez and Lance Stroll
would move up from ninth and
11th respectively to eighth and
ninth if the protest is successful.

Renault said in a statement that
it “acknowledges” the protest from
Racing Point concerning its brake-
bias svstem. It claimed Racing
Point had prepared a 12-page
dossier and the “complexity” of
this was the reason for another
meeting to be required on a
vet-to-be-defined date. “Renault
F1 Team intends to use this recess
to prepare an equally detailed
case to rigorously defend its
position,” the statement said.
SCOTT MITCHELL
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Citroen pulls out the stops
for Ogier’s rally title bid

WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP

It’s not often that testing images stop
the world of rallying in its tracks, but
Citroen did just that with a radical
aero update to the C3 WRC seen for
the first time last week as it pulls out
all the stops to win the World Rally
Championship with Sebastien Ogier.

Desperate to get rid of the chronic
understeer and absence of asphalt pace
on the C3's last Tarmac outing on Rally
Germany during the summer, Citroen
worked extensively on its transmission
and suspension set-up in Spain last
week. But it was a set of new wings,
splitters, spoilers and endplates that
got everyone talking after seeing the
car running for the first time.

Citroen tested for three davs
on asphalt, with Esapekka Lappi
completing the first before Ogier took
over for the remaining two, while test
driver Eric Camilli ran a development
day of testing on gravel on Saturday.

(Citroen technical director Olivier
Maroselli was happy to talk about
evervthing except the car’s latest
appendages, which look remarkably
similar in places to those on the
Tovota Yaris WRC.,

Speaking ahead of the day on the
gravel, Maroselli told Autosport: “So
far so good. We mainly worked and
improved on the differential side, We
found some interesting ideas on that
side already on Satory [the team’s test
track] and we could go further here
on representative roacds.

“It’s also the first time that we use
on Tarmac the new front geometry
introduced in Finland [in August].

6 AUTOSPORTLOM 1T OCTOBER 2019

We also worked on the dampers side.
Everything combined, we solved the
understeering issue, which was our
main issue on the last Tarmac rounds.
We clearly improved the balance

of the car and the drivers’ feeling
confirms it. But nothing replaces the
race itself. What we don’t know vet
is if it will be enough or not in terms
of performance. But we will keep
working flat-out until the rally to be
as competitive as possible”

In terms of the new aero, he added:
“All T can say on this subject is that
we are working flat-out.”

The need for speed on asphalt in
Rally Spain next week is vital for Ogier
to maintain any kind of challenge
for this yvear’s championship. The
reigning title holder is 28 points
behind Toyota's Ott Tanak going into
the Salou-based penultimate round.

Last time out on asphalt, Ogier
described his Citroen as undriveable
on his way to a forgettable seventh
in Germany, and he declared the
pre-Spain test as crucial in his bid
for a seventh straight title.

Exactly how much of the new aero
will make it to Rally Spain remains to
be seen, but last week’s running was a
pre-event set-up test, when it's rare
for the teams to run anything other
than the same specification with
which they intend to start the rally.

Citroen will be keen to avoid a
repeat of Rally GB, for which it had
tested and planned new suspension
parts for the C3 WRC in Wales,
only to be told they couldn’t be
homologated until next season.
DAVID EVANS

FE nod for Sims
and Turvey

FORMULAE

British racers Alexander Sims and Oliver
Turvey will stay with the BMW Andretti
and NIO 333 squads respectively for the
2019-20 Formula E season.

Sims and Turvey have each been
confirmed on the eve of pre-season
testing kicking off at Valencia on Tuesday
of this week, while Ma Qing Hua joins
Turvey at NIO, meaning the field is set.

Sims (below) made his FE debut with
BMW last season, but his position
remained uncertain over the summer
while the team reviewed its driver
line-up. He will race alongside new
BMW recruit Maximilian Cunther.

Turvey continues to race for the same
team at which he made his FE debut in
2015. The squad is now known as NIO 333
since the Chinese EV manufacturer stays
as the team’'s title sponsor, but has new
investment from Shanghai Lisheng
Racing, which has added the 333 moniker
to its official entry and now operates the
team and conducts 1ts R&DD work.

ALEX KALINAUCKAS

2019-20 FORMULA E LINE-UP

TEAM DRIVERS

D5 Techeetah Jean-Eric Vergne, Antonio Felix da Costa

Audi Lucas di Grassi, Daniel Abt

Virgin Sam Bird, Robin Frijns

Nissan Sebastien Buemi, Oliver Rowland
BMW Alexander Sims, Maximilian Gunther
Mahindra Jerome d'Ambrosio, Pascal Wehrlein
laguar Mitch Evans, James Calado

Venturi Edoardo Mortara, Felipe Massa
Mercedes Stoffel Vandoarne, Nyck de Vries
Dragon Brendon Hartley, Nico Muller

NIO Oliver Turvey, Ma Qing Hua

Parsche Meel Jani, Andre Lotterer

MOTORSPORT IMAGES/GALLOWAY
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FORMULA 1 Max Verstappen got a run in the Honda RA272 driven to victory in the 1965 Mexican Grand Prix by Richie Ginther during the build-up to last
weekend’s Japanese Grand Prix. Verstappen visited the Tochigi R&D test facility of Red Bull engine supplier Honda, getting to grips with the car on the ‘road’
course and on the oval. Honda hero Takuma Sato also drove the ancient bolide, with both taking turns in a 2011 Red Bull RE7. Photograph by Red Bull

Subaru makes swansong as BTCC deal ends

BTCC

Title-winning British Touring Car
Championship team BMR Racing has
paid tribute to Subaru as its four-year
deal to feld the Levorg model in the
series has come to an end.

Ash Sutton took a BMR-run Levorg
to the BTCC drivers'title in 2017. The
factory team has taken 21 race victories
over the past four campaigns, with Sutton
claiming the Subaru’s sole win of the 2019
season on its swansong appearance at
Brands Hatch last weekend. Of those 21
successes, Sutton has scored 13, Colin
Turkington five, Jason Plato two and
James Cole one. Levorg drivers have
appeared on the podium on 55
occasions during the same period.

The team says that changes to the
technical and aerodynamic regulations of
the series mean that it is getting harder to

remain competitive with the flat-four-stvle

boxer powerplant in the Subaruy, and that

the estate-shaped car does not have the
same advantages as some of the models
from rival manufacturers.

BMR team principal Warren Scott said:
*We've been on an incredible and highly
successful journev with Subaru in the
BTCC. It was a unique car when we built
it and we’ve taken the team and the Levorg
to the very pinnacle of UK motorsport.

“The landscape of the BTCC has shifted
over the course of the past four seasons
and that means we have both evaluated
where we're at right now.

“Tt’s been a pleasure to represent
Subaru, and to share the spotlight of
success with the brand has been a
fantastic achievement for us both.”

BMR Racing is committed to a future
in the BTCC, and Scott (right) said that
plans about the squad’s forthcoming
activities would be revealed soon.

MATT JAMES

o P30 BTCC ACTION
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Enna-Pergusa returns
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EUROFORMULA OPEN

Sicily’s historic Enna-Pergusa circuit is to
return to the international motorsport

Now the venue, which is often
remembered for the 1996 plague of frogs

from the lake that interrupted the Fzooo
round, has been added to the schedule for

calendar next vear with a revival of the
Mediterranean Grand Prix.

The 3.08-mile track, which runs around
Lake Pergusa in the shadow of the active
Etna volcano, rose to prominence by holding
non-championship Formula 1 races under
the Mediterranean GP name in the 1960s.
The race then became part of the European
Formula 2 and International Formula 3000

the Euroformula Open series for Formula 3-
style cars, which next vear will use the new
Dallara 320 chassis. The event means EFO
now has two historic grands prix, with the
Pau GP joining the schedule in 2018,

Pergusa had its FIA licence removed in
the mid-2000s, but this was reinstated in
2011 after renovations, and since then it
has hosted various touring car series.

schedules for three decades.

“In its 61 vears of existence, Pergusa

0 motorsport
| IMAGES

circuit had a lot of bright days and some
darker periods,” said circuit president Mario
Segro. “Today is a great day, as we announce
our return to the international motorsport
scene. | can assure you that the next Gran
Premic del Mediterraneo will be a stellar
event and that Euroformula Open will be
welcomed warmly in Sicily”

The Mediterranean GP was won in its Fa
days by Lorenzo Bandini, John Surtees and
Jo Siffert, while Jackie Stewart, Jochen Rindt
and Keke Rosberg are among those to have
won the race during its F2 era.

ELLIOT WOOD

Ericsson gets extra Ganassi seat for IndyCar

INDYCAR

Chip Ganassi Racing has
expanded to a three-car
IndyCar Series line-up by
adding Alfa Romeo Formula 1
third driver Marcus Ericsson
to join Scott Dixon and
Felix Rosengvist.

Ericsson switched to
IndyCar in 2019 with
Schmidt Peterson
Motorsports, scoring a best
result of second in Detroit
and impressing on ovals.

8 AUTOSPORILL

While team-mate James
Hinchcliffe was retained by
SPM for 2020 for its new
alliance with McLaren,
Ericsson’s IndyCar future
was thrown into doubt. But
the move to Ganassi to drive
the #8 entry keeps him in
the Honda engines fold.

Team owner Chip Ganassi
said: “Marcus brings a lot of
unique experience with him
having competed in several
championships around the
world. When yvou have

41T OCTOBER 2019

someone with that type of
background, it gives him
other points of reference
that help his ability to
develop and add to the
overall racing programme.”

Much of the human
resource employed in
Ganassi’s successful Ford
GT programme is expected
to switch across to IndyCar
as the sportscar team
winds down following last
weekend’s IMSA finale.
DAVID MALSHER
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Old F3 car bows out at Monza

FORMULA 3

The hife of the 2012-19 Dallara Formula 3
car drew to a close last weekend with
a pair of slipstreaming thrillers in the
Furoformula Open finale at Monza (above).
The car was supplanted on the governing
bodyv's ladder for 2019 by the new FIA
Formula 3 Championship machine, but
continued to race on for one more season
in the Japanese F3 series and EFO — the
latter introducing the Spiess and HWA
powerplants used previously in FIA-spec
F1 competition, while its spec Toyota
engine used up to 2018 was phased out.
Both Japan and EFO will switch to the new

ALL-TIME WINNERS IN 2012-19 DALLARA F3 CAR

DRIVER (TEAMS) WINS
1  Felix Rosengvist (Mucke/Premay 33
2  ShoTsubeoi(TOM'S) 26
3 Raffaele Marciello (Prema) 21
4  YuichiNakayama (TOM'S) 1T
5  MitsunoriTakaboshi(B-Max) 16
6 LanceStroll(Frema) 15
T KentaYamashita(TOM'S) 14
8 Antonio Giovinazzi (DoubleR/Carlin} 12

AUTOSPORT

Premium content

Read in-depth analysis, technical insight and
expert motorsport opinion

Dallara 320, which sports a halo but
which continues the philosophy of
the old F3, for the 2020 season.

Max Verstappen, Charles Leclerc,
Esteban Ocon, Lando Norris, George
Russell, Carlos Sainz Jr, Alex Albon,
Antonio Giovinazzi, Daniil Kvyat and
Lance Stroll are current Formula 1 stars
for whom the car plaved a crucial role
in developing their talents at a
formative stage in their careers.

The table below shows the most
successful drivers in the F312-19 Dallara
in races run to FIA-specification engine
rules from the same period.

MARCUS SIMMONS

DRIVER TEAMS) WINS
9= MaxVerstappen (Van Amersfoort) 10
9= Maximilian Gunther [Mucke/Premal 10
9= JoelEriksson {Motopark) 10
9= Ritomo Miyata (TOM'S] 10

13= Esteban Ocon(Frema) 9
13= LandoMorris(Carlin) G
13= Callum llott(Van Amersfoort/Premal) !
13= SachaFenestraz|Carlin/B-Max) o
13= Marino Sato (Motopark) 9

PIT + PADDOCK

IN THE HEADLINES

BLANEY PIPS NEWMAN

Ryan Blaney pipped Ryan Newman

in a photo-finish to the rain-delayed
Talladega NASCAR Cup race, which
ran on Monday night after our race-
report pages had gone to press. Team
Penske Ford driver Blaney prevailed
against the Roush Fenway Ford of
Newman in a thrilling last-lap battle to
book his place in the next round of the
playoffs, with Denny Hamlin third.

A late pile-up, triggered by brothers
Kyle and Kurt Busch colliding and
culminating in a flip for Brendan
Gaughan, had caused a red flag and
set up a late sprint to the finish.

NISSAN OUT OF AUSTRALIA...

Nissan will disappear from the
Australian Supercars grid in 2020,
with Kelly Racing switching to the
Ford Mustang. The team has run the
Altima since 2013, and has recently
fielded a four-car line-up, but will
downscale to two next year, tipped to
be steered by Rick Kelly and Andre
Heimgartner. The freed-up slots on
the grid are thought most likely to be
taken by enlarged efforts from Matt
Stone Racing and what is currently
known as Tekno Autosports. .

...NEW TEAM GETS COURTNEY

...and it'’s a new-look development of
the Tekno squad that has hired 2010
champion James Courtney for next
season. The new team, based at
Sydney Matorsport Park, plans torun
a pair of Triple Eight-built Holden
Commodores. Existing Tekno driver
Jack Le Brocq is understood to be on
his way to the Tickford Ford squad,

to replace Chaz Mostert.

BTCC TO RUN ON GOODYEARS

Goodyear will become the control-tyre
supplier for the British Touring Car
Championship next season, bringing
to an end a 17-year association for
the series with sister company
Dunlop. Goodyear has already
returned to international motorsport
this yearin the LMP2 class of the
Warld Endurance Championship.

GET MORE

and we

Autosport.com/plus

17 OCTOBER 2019 AUTOSPORTLCOM 9




SCHROTH RACING
CHAMPIONS CHOICE

\I-IIIEII’I‘II@

R & C |

Wide Range of HANS
Devices, Harness
Belts & Racing Nets

Visit www.schroth.com/racing to learn
more about our products.

NEW FIA Standard 8853-2016 XLT Follow us on Facebook
available right now CARBON www.facebook.com/schrothracin




GIORGIO
PICOLA N

DRAWING BOARD

GIORGIO PIOLA

JAPANESE GP TECH

RED BULL TRIES OUT SMALLER S-DUCT TO IMPROVE AIRFLOW OVER TOP OF CHASSIS

Red Bull has retained the slot on the top,

Red Bull brought a dramatic new 5-duct for its as Alex Albon also ran the new design in FP1.

RB15 to Suzuka, with the aim of cleaning up the
front-end aerodynamics and assisting with
the passage of air over the chassis bulkhead.
During Thursday’s scrutineering, Max
Verstappen's car was spotted with a smaller
S-duct outlet at the point where the nosecone
transitions to the chassis bulkhead. But
expected back-to-back testing didn't take place,

THE OLD S-DUCT

—
| 4
I- g
|

The S-duct, which has become common in
Formula 1, takes a supply of turbulent airflow
from underneath the nose, channels it upwards
and redirects it to the top of the chassis. This
is to minimise the effect of the turbulence
underneath the nr::se,.which can #ﬁ .
affect the aerodynamic LR
performance further down, while
also helping to trim any boundary-
layer growth on the top of the
chassis, which occurs when
a flow of air loses energy.

which guides further airflow on top of the air
expelled from the outlet to manage its path
over the top of the chassis. There will be a
small drag penalty associated with this, but
Red Bull's smaller outlet seems to be
an answer to reducing this,

JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

RENAULT FURTHER DEVELOPS FRONT WINGS TO REDUCE TURBULENCE

Rather than buying into the latest 2019
wing trends, Renault has gone its own
way with front-wing development,
although it has pulled a little bit of
inspiration from Red Bull in how it
operates the inboard part of the wing.
Creating a small cut on the third
element of the front wing can change the
way the all-important vartex forms at
the tips. This vortex is fired behind the

wheel to drive the turbulent wake away
from the front of the floor. It stops little
pockets of turbulence disrupting the level
of downforce produced at the car's rear.
By pulling these wing tips close
together the vortex becomes tighter and
stronger, and the previous solution had
been to bring the tip of the final two
elements all the way down to the
third element’s tip to do that. Instead,

as the rules permit five elements within
a cross-section of the wing, teams have
been able to shorten the top element
and create a slot in the third to bring
those vortex-forming tips together.
Renault has also increased the
curvature of the mainplane at the point
where it meets the neutral section to
start the rotation of air a little earfier.
JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

INEOARD WING
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Driving lessons

An F1 racer’s driving style is a key part of what makes them a success. In his new book,

Jenson Button candidly shares what he’s learned about his own strengths and flaws

EDD STRAW

ormula 1 drivers don’t like discussing their driving
style. That’s particularly true when it comesto
F limitations that thev either understand but do not
want to accept publicly, or have not yet got their
heads around. But it’s a significant factor that can
explain why even the drivers capable of being world champions
can be superhuman one day, average the next.

For some drivers, though, it is a fascinating topic, particularly
once they've reached alittle distance from their grand prix career.
[n his latest book, Jenson Button: How to be an F1 driver — abroad
and fast-paced lock at what it takes to be a grand prix topliner —
the 2009 world champion touches on how car characteristics
interacted with his default driving style and what conditions
he needed to get the best out of himself. Given the chance to
interview him about the book, thisis the obvious topic to seize on.

Button became regarded as a driver who was brilliant at his best,
but with what may be termed a narrow performance window — a
characterisation he accepts. Givena stable and predictable rear, he
could attack the corner as he wanted, keep the minimum speed up
and carry that through to the exit. Then he was as good as anvone,
perhaps even better, It is an ultra-precise style, one instilled in him
during his early days karting with father John.

But often, Button would struggle if the car could not be
persuaded to offer those characteristics, something occasionally

“Button was seen as a brilliant
driver at his best but with a
narrow performance window”

compounded by the fact that he would struggle to energise the
tyres when thev needed to be worked hard to'switchon’It's
what makes him a fascinating case study.

“Ttry to be so precise in the wav I drive — that's the case since [

was a kid in karting,” says Button.“It s always been about precision.

If  have oversteer, | struggle to place the front onturnin. I don’t
like the oversteer because it's not consistent, but it’s more that
[can’t place the car on entry with the steering wheel.

“If Ibrake in a straight line and the car is settled I can really
pick my line and be precise at turn-in, get the apex right, then
[will get the best exit, whereas a lot of people will pile in with
massive oversteer. They might miss the apex by a few inches
but they are positioned well for the exit, get on the power
and get out of the corner, a bit like Lewis Hamilton. But |

have just never been able todo that.”

Button mentions in the book that he arrived in F1 believing he
was the finished article, but had to face a very steep learning curve.
He suggests it wasn't until he was at McLaren, which he joined in
2010 as world champion, that he really started to understand the
limitations of his style in depth. After thriving in a compliant
Williams in 2000, he struggled badly at Benettonin 2002 and
eventually came to understand that his smooth, early-braking
style wasn’t loading up the front axle enough and giving him the
bite he needed at turn-in. But as his career progressed, up against
some formidable team-mates, he developed greater understanding
of himself and of the qualities that allowed Hamilton and Fernando
Alonso to excelin awide range of machinery.

“Lewis didn’t mind having oversteer at any point of the corner,”
says Button. “That was his driving style — he would just control
it with the steering and basically throttle and brake were like
switches to him. Fernando was abit different because he
didn’t like oversteer onentry either.

“Remember back in his Renault days, we were all struggling
because the front tyre was so wide it made the car tooneutral on
entry, He would arrive at the corner and immediately add a massive
amount of steering lock to the car, taking it over the peak of the
tvre, if you like. He purposely did that so he could control the
rear of the car better, sohe was good at working his way around
situations. I remember we sat there watching, thinking, This is
the ugliest driving stvle we've ever seen, but he’s just won the
race) Others couldn’t do this as they liked to be more precise.”

Seemingly at odds with Button’s obsession with precision is
how effective he was in wet conditions, especially on shicks in the
wet. Seven of his 15 grand prix wins came in rain-affected races.
The wet requires improvisation and accepting the imprecision of
constantly changing conditions. Button himselfis aware of that
contradiction, but it is perhapsin the low-grip conditions that
his underlying feel and judgement come to the fore.

“Ifind it strange to get my head round why my driving stvle in
the dry and wet are so different but thev both work, he savs.“A lot
of driversthink,'Oh, it’s wet there, I'll slow down’ but for me it’s
more feel than what I see. Wet driving is another thing altogether”

A contradictory driver, perhaps, but also an outstanding one
whois one of only 33 drivers to have been crowned world champion
so far, He is a reminder that driving is a three-dimensional
challenge that goes far bevond whether a driver is simply*fast’
or‘slow’in asport that, as Button’s latest book reminds us,
is far more complicated than meets the eye. M

Jenson Button: How to be an Fi1 driver

Released by Blink Publishing, available now
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Did the best driver win?

One braking zone decided the fate of the BTCC title in Colin Turkington’s favour.
Other than the points table, do the numbers support his crown?

MATT KEW

here are few exercises in life that are more time-
consuming, more fun, and more fruitless, than

T plotting ‘what if 2. But let’s entertain that idea
here just for amoment,

Andrew Jordan will argue that had it not been
for his non-score at Donington Park in the second round of the
2019 British Touring Car Championship season then he would
be the newly crowned champion.

Dan Cammish can make the case that had his brakes not failed
on the penultimate lap of the final race at Brands Hatch then
he would have converted his last-minute points lead into
the title spoils last weekend.

Andthe driver whoultimately lifted the crown, Colin
Turkington, can bat both of those cases off by pointing to his
collision with Matt Neal in the second race at Brands, orbeing
spun around by the duelling Rob Collard and Adam Morganin the
first Silverstone race. Without either of those, the championship
might never have slipped in Cammish’s favour at the 11th hour.

But that’s all based on hypotheticals which, asinteresting to
debate as they might be, can never be proven one way or the other.
If that is the case, although it may create only a two-dimensional
picture, then what of the statistical analysis — did the right driver
winthe BTCC this vear?

A purist, or a traditionalist, might argue no. For those who

“Jordan ends the year with the
most wins - six plays Turkington’s
five and Cammish’s brace”

consider the partially reversed grid for race three at each BTCC
meeting as contrived, or lament the introduction of a third race
from 2004 onwards altogether, arguably Jordan is their champion.

Of his eventual 318-point tally — just two shy of Turkington’s
haul — 259 were accrued during the‘purer’first tworaces of each
meeting. That equates to 81.4% — 0.3% greater than Cammish
and 6.1% ahead of Turkington. If it wasn’t for the lottery of the
race three grid then Jordan would have been top dog.

Andlet’s reconsider his Donington non-score. Jordan was
spun by Collard on the opening lap and an unsighted Morgan and
Stephen Jelley smashed into the BMW 3301 M Sport. It put Jordan
out of the race, in hospital and left on the sidelines for two races.

That means, of the nine rounds he properly contested, Jordan
scored on average 35.3 points. Add one more of those onto his

14 AUTOSPORICOM 17 OCTOBER 2019

eventual figure, Or, with 4050 points up for grabs this season,

split by 30 drivers, the average score per driver at each race was

4.5 points. Add in just one of those. Put simply, the numbers say
that had Jordan finished any one of those three Donington races
then, more than likely, he would have defeated his WSR team-mate.

Not to mention that Jordan ended 2019 with the highest number
of wins — six plavs Turkington’s five and Cammish’s brace,

The numbers don’t support Cammish’s claim to the throne
quite so strongly, however. He finished and scored points in every
race of the season bar one — when it really counted. After a tame
start to the vear, Team Dynamics and Cammish in particular
kicked on with the FK& Honda Civie Type R and he bagged 19 top
10 finishes from the first Thruxton meeting onwards. He never
really dropped the ball at any point, but nor did he knit together
many race-winning performances. What's more, he only led
15 laps all season. Turkington and Jordan were tied at the top
on 87 laps, but Cammish was way downinith.

A combination of running in too close a proximity to Ollie
Jackson’s Motorbase Ford Focus, and not in cooler air, plus
Cammish’s tendency to left-foot brake — which in turn generally
exerts greater force —means his dramatic and gut-wrenching
brake failure wasn't entirely a freak occurrence.,

What of the champion? To be emotive, Turkington draws level
with Andy Rouse asa four-time champion. For that alone he must
be considered aBTCC great. And owing to his calm mannerisms,
there’s acase tobe made that Turkington is stillunderrated asa
driver — people seem to underestimate his ability topull out the
perfect qualifying lap or be ruthlessly efficient in overtaking.

Turkington, as the points leader for 23 races, also entered
no fewer than seven rounds with the maximum s4kg of success
ballast to haul around in qualifying and each opening race. Added
to his five wins, for which he carried his ballast into the following
bout, it means that for 12 of the 30 races Turkington was laden
with the largest weight penalty. That’s more weight than
Jordan had to carrv following his Donington disaster.

That Turkington still achieved pole at Oulton Park in the dry
despite the handicap shows how quick he has been this vear.

Some will maintain that the new BMW 3 Series held a
performance advantage — despite having its power reduced,

a centre of gravity change and all non-BMWs getting a 4bhp
boost increase. After qualifying at Brands Hatch last weekend
Cammish even called BMW out for its*DTM"machinery.

Above all of the arguments, however, what remains indisputable
isthat Turkington withstood everything the BTCC threw at
him this season. He is the man who should be king, &

© P30 BTCC REPORT
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The size of the crowds and the feedback from the fans goes to show that this is a
world-class event and the contribution of volunteers and officials is recognised by all

HUGH CHAMBERS

Open letter to the Rally GB marshals and volunteers
As Ott Tanak and Tovota celebrate their first British win,

one of my main reflections is how the 2000 marshals, motor
club members and volunteers once again helped deliver an
amazing Wales Rally GB. You make such an extraordinary
contribution and the event simply couldn’t happen without
vou. It never ceases to hit home just how vour hard work

and dedication can make a difference at motorsport events.

This yvear saw record crowds in attendance since the revival
of the rally as the British leg of the World Rally Championship.
The new route naturally presented challenges but the size
of the crowds and the feedback from the fans goes to show
that this is a world-class event and your contribution as
volunteers and officials is recognised by all.

While the fact that three stages were compromised is
frustrating, we must always put safety first. It was absolutely
the correct decision in each case, and there is quite rightly a
arowing emphasis on safety in the delivery of these events,

We've been awarded a date for next year at the end of
October, which is another fantastic opportunity to inspire
motorsports fans, but for now, you should be very proud of the
success of Rally GB 2019. As volunteers vou certainly deserve
as much recognition and plaudits as those behind the wheel.
Hugh Chambers
Motorsport UK CEOD

Touring cars entertain to the final moment

A remarkable final British Touring Car race at Brands Hatch.
With Dan Cammish’s front brakes glowing for most of the
race it was hardly surprising that they finally failed — but
what drama! And what a gentleman Colin Turkington is,
especiallv when following Cammish, he could easily have
taken him out. Matt Neal please note.

Good to see Jason Plato finally getting back on the top
podium spot — all looks good for 2020! In fact, taking the
GP into account, last Sunday was mega!

Steve Woolfe
By email

McELEIM

Hamilton holds key to Ferrari breakthrough
With regards to last week’s cover story, ‘Is Ferrari finally
ready to topple Mercedes?’, I have come to the conclusion
over the past couple of seasons that the only way Ferrari
can win the world championship is if one of the following
events happens:

1. Lewis Hamilton retires from Fa.

2. Lewis Hamilton decides to move to Ferrari.

[ am not a Hamilton fan by the way, just a general
motorsport fan and an Autosport subscriber for 25 yvears!
Tim Parrett
By email

We received a number of emails concerning the magazine’s recent
price rise and, if we have not done so directly, we'd like to thank
those who have shown their support for the editorial staff and the
magazine. It is no secret that these are turbulent times for print
magazines and our audience is increasingly reading our magazine
digitally, which has led to the weekly price rise. After 7o vears

as the go-to source of information on our sport, we will continue
to invest in the Autosport brand so it remains an authority on
motorsport and best serves its customers. We will continue

to share updates as early as we can.

HAVE YOUR SAY, GET IN TOUCH

Autosport editorial @ #A
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HOW FERRARI
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ANOTHER VIGTORY

Valtteri Bottas made the most of Ferrari’s missteps to win and

help seal Mercedes’record sixth consecutive constructors’title
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RACE CENTRE JAPANESE GP

he mood in Ferrari’s camp after Friday practice at Suzuka
was downbeat. Having finished 0.356 seconds off the pace,
in a session that doubled up as a back-up for qualifying
due to 'T'vphoon Hagibis forcing cancellation of the Japanese
Grand Prix’s Saturday running, Charles Leclerc — Ferrari's
torm man since the August break — declared Ferrari to be lacking
grip, saving his deficit to the Silver Arrows was*more or less
the real picture of the weekend™.

Except it turned out to be far from the real picture. Yes, Mercedes
ultimately won the race — the team’s 12th victory in 17 races — thanks
to Valtteri Bottas nailing the start and Sebastian Vettel fluffing his, but
that result misrepresents the true picture of Sunday in Japan.

Ferrari turned Friday's formonits head tolock out the front row of
the grid in Sunday morning’s rescheduled qualifying session. Vettel
took his first pole since the Canadian GP in June, and the Scuderia
should have converted that into a1-2 result in the race, but conspired
to throw victory away for the second grand prix in succession.

This time it was a confluence of mistakes that were to blame —
individual lapses in judgement the reasons for Ferrari’s capitulation to
Mercedes, rather than any misguided stage management of proceedings
from the pitwall, or any simmering tension between the drivers causing
pre-race agreements to be disrespected.

Mistake number one came from Vettel, who blew his pole position
advantage immediately by moving betore the start lights went out.
Vettel managed to stop again before the sequence finished, but was then
slow away and immediately overtaken around his outside by Bottas.

“I was doing what [ normally do,” said Vettel, who refuted a suggestion
that his foot had slipped off the brake, but admitted to an error he
wouldn’t specify.“T had a very poor start because I moved a little bit,
stopped, then lost all the momentum. So, overall [ lost compared toa
normal start. It was a mistake. There was a reason, but not a great reason.”

The fact that Vettel got awav with a jumped start without being
penalised by the FIA raised an important question about how Fi's rules
are being interpreted and applied — and caused Lewis Hamilton to mack
Vettel for“lving”in the post -race press conference when Vettel tried
to insist there was nothing wrong with how things plaved out.

The FIA said Vettel's movement was“within the acceptable tolerance
of the jumped-start system”, and although moving before the lights go
out usually automatically carries a penalty (as Kimi Raikkonen received
in Russia), the transponder svstem implemented to prevent arepeat of
Bottas’s lightning-fast anticipation of the lights going out in Austria
in 2017 ultimately saved Vettel’s bacon.

This allowed Vettel to salvage second from this race — much tothe
chagrin of Lewis Hamilton, more of which we’ll come to later — and
prevented Ferrari suffering an even worse day.

That’s because the other Ferrari had a disastrous race. Having been

S —

————————

“THE FACT THAT VETTEL GOT AWAY WITH A
JUMPED START WITHOUT BEING PENALISED
RAISED AN IMPORTANT QUESTION ABOUT HOW
FI'S RULES ARE INTERPRETED AND APPLIED"
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Ferrari’s form man coming into Suzuka, Leclerc lost his way a bit here,
His nine-race streak of beating Vettel in qualifving was finallv broken,
as Leclerc struggled to nail the chicane, and he made two significant
blunders before the race was even two corners old.

First,the start.“I got alittle bit distracted,” Leclerc admitted. “T saw
Seb moving a little bit and then my reaction time was very poor, The
start [itself] was not sobad but the reaction was very poor.”

Shortly after, Leclerc piled into Max Verstappen's Red Bull-Honda
as Verstappen attempted to drive around the Ferrari's outside at Turn 2.
It was arisky move, ves, but the Red Bull was fractionally ahead as they
turned in, and there was clearly space enough for both cars tomake it

-
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through the corner — except Leclerc understeered into the Red Bull
and knocked Verstappen off the circuit, in a move Verstappen called
“irresponsible” “With Max 1just did a mistake, clearly,” Leclerc
added. ] was on the inside and being behind Seb and Lewis [ lost
the front [end gripl a little bit. Normally you need to anticipate
those things and I didn’t. 'm the one to blame.”

This was not Leclerc’s finest hour, but good on him for owningupto
his mistakes so openly. Such humility is admirable from a young driver
refining his craft in such a pressure-cooker environment.

The stewards initially elected to chalk the incident up to
unintentional first -lap shenanigans, prompting Verstappen to
furiously complain:“He just understeered intomy car!"Upon
reviewing further TV angles, the stewards eventually reconsidered
and decided to launch a post-race investigation.

Verstappen’s race lasted only 14 laps before Red Bull elected toretire
his car because of damage that cost “20-25% of the downforce of the
car’,according to team boss Christian Horner.

Leclerc continued in third place, but with aderanged left-side
front-wing endplate that eventually detached itself on the runto
the final chicane at the end of lap two. It damaged Leclerc’s left-
side mirror as it went, and then obliterated Hamilton’s right-side
mirror inan explosion of carbonfibre.,

Hamilton rightly called this situation“dangerous”, and it tumed out
the FIA agreed. Ferrariignored an initial edict to bring Leclerc in before
the endplate detached, and in fact Leclerc waited until the end of lap
three before heading to the pits for a new front wing and medium tyres,

This also hurt the race of McLaren's Lando Norris, prompting an
angry reaction from team principal Andreas Seidl.*'We obviously

strongly disagree with competitors leaving cars out on track with entire

front-wing endplates hanging down, putting evervone at risk,” he said.
“Unfortunately when this endplate then exploded, we caught debris in
our front-right brake duct. Brake temperature went through the roof so
we had tobox him [ Norris| to cleanit. And then the race was over.

“We will definitely speak to the race director after this race, just to

JAPANESE GP RACE CENTRE

QUALIFYING
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The turnaround was quite remarkable. Ferrari trailed
Mercedes by three and a half tenths after Friday practice.
Charles Leclerc wasn't driving well, while Sebastian Vettel
was closer to six tenths off the pace, struggling to get the
Pirelli tyres working properly.

With no Saturday session to correct the balance, thanks to
Typhoon Hagibis forcing organisers to pre-emptively cancel
Saturday’s track action, Leclerc was resigned to this gap being
representative of Ferrari’s deficit at Suzuka, particularly so
considering everyone had to treat FP2 as a back-up qualifying
session in case Sunday morning's running was also cancelled.

But it all turned around on Sunday morning, as Ferrari set
the pace in every segment of qualifying. Leclerc was ahead in
Q1 and Q2, but Vettel came to the fore when it counted in Q3,
setting a provisional pole lap that Leclerc never bettered,
before Vettel pulled almost two tenths clear on his final run
to claim his first pole since June’s Canadian GP,

“| think we are quite
surprised to be honest,” said

Vettel. “We didn’t expect to "I “‘“NK WE ARE
have the front row. It was [l UHE SURPRISHL
unbelievable the car being so Tﬂ BE HONEST

light on fuel and new tyres. We

had a headwind up the Esses, 'l'l'[ an'T EKP[BT
which is just what you want Tﬂ HA"E ]'H[
because then the car feels even "

better. | don't think | used the mu"' Hﬂw

brakes other than Turn 2. It was

unbelievable. | really enjoyed it."

Vettel's success ended a streak of nine straight qualifying
defeats to Leclerc, who mainly lost time to the other Ferrari
through the final chicane.

“Seb did an amazing lap and just deserved to be on
pole,” Leclerc said. “I've been struggling a bit since the
beginning of the weekend, but to be honest | was pretty
happy with my lap in qualifying, apart from the last sector,
where | did some mistakes - but pele position was not
possible, Seb was just too quick.”

Mercedes was always playing catch-up through the
qualifying, although Valtteri Bottas and Lewis Hamilton both
ended Q3 within 0.15 of Leclerc's pace. Mercedes boss Toto
Wolff described Ferrari as coming "out of nowhere”, while
Hamilton said the red cars simply “turn up and go to another
level we can’t really compete with, power-wise”.

Bottas, who beat Hamilton to third by less than a
hundredth of a second, felt he “got everything out of”
Mercedes’ upgraded car in lapping 0.229s off the pace.
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understand what the general view is on that. Our view is pretty clear:
if a part of that size and that material is hanging off the car, there should
be no tolerance in being allowed to go flat out.”

Leclerc dropped to the back of the field after his early stop and,
although he recovered to finish sixth on the road (despite also losing his
wonky left mirror for good measure, having tried desperately to hold it in
place with hishand), a five-second penalty for the clash with Verstappen,
coupled with a 108 penalty for driving his car inan unsafe condition
following that incident, meant Leclerc dropped to seventh behind
Daniel Ricciardo’s Renault in the results. We now await the outcome
of Racing Point's post-race protest regarding how Renault is allegedly
managing its cars'brake-bias systems (see page 5).

Leclerc’s race unravelling so spectacularly meant he was unable
to pravide any support to Ferrari’s remaining car in the battle with
Mercedes at the front. Regardless, Vettel was unable to rediscover
that sparkling qualifying pace in the race, so struggled to put Bottas
under any kind of serious pressure.

Vettel lost around four tenths per lap to the leading Mercedes in the
first 15 laps, before diving into the pits for a fresh set of soft tyres at the
end of lap 16 of 52 (one lap fewer than scheduled thanks to a'syvstem error’
with the chequered-flag lighting), committing Ferrari to a two-stop
strategy. Mercedes reacted by bringing Bottas in at the end of the
following lap and fitting medium-compound rubber. This allowed
Bottas to protect his lead and potentially hedge his bets between one
or two stops later in the race, depending on tyre degradation.

Leclerc soldiers on with

disintegrating endplate
shedding carbonfibre




“LECLERC'S RACE UNRAVELLING SO

~ SPECTACULARLY MEANT HE WAS UNABLE T0
PROVIDE ANY SUPPORT TO TEAM-MATE VETTEL IN
THE BATTLE WITH MERCEDES AT THE FRONT”
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Asgit turned out, Vettel's Ferrari was burning through its tyres
far too aggressively, so Bottas comfortably maintained a10-125
advantage through Vettel’s second stint. “You could see I was
dropping off in terms of pace so the two-stop became more
appealing than the one-stop,” Vettel said.“I didn’t have the
pace at the end of the stint compared to Mercedes.”

There are several theories as to why Ferrari’s pace swings so drastically
from dav today. There is a definite feeling that Ferrari’s straightline -speed
advantage has grown since the introduction of its“spec 3’engine at Spa at
the start of September, and the Singapore upgrades a few weeks later have
helped close the gap to Mercedes in the downforce department, but there
is still work to be done. Team boss Mattia Binotto revealed Ferrari made
wing adjustments for Sunday morning's qualifving session at Suzuka,
which brought the car tolife over a single lap but perhaps compromised
its ability touse the tyres well over a race distance — something that
Ferrari also struggled with over the longer runs in Friday practice,

“We had some car issues on Friday; quite high degradation,” Binotto
explained.“And we worked through the set-up for quali and the race.

We dropped the rear wing for quali and the race, which helped the front
balance, and the car today felt better. We've got the right pace in guali
but not in the race. We've got degradation, higher at least than our
competitors. How it was compared to Fridav is difficult to judge. We just
simply tried to address the issues we had on Friday and the car improved.

“They | Mercedes| had abetter pace thanusin the race. Seb was ahead
of Hamilton at the end of the first lap and then remained ahead at the end
of the race. Even if you've got a good pace it's always difficult to overtake.
If vou would have been 1-2 at the start it would have been difficult to
overtake two cars instead of only one. But I don't think that'’s something
that's important, honestly. We need to review what was wrong, why
we did some mistakes, why the pace was not good enough. At the
end, we need to simply be the best on pace”

The“best onpace™ultimately in the Japanese GP was Hamilton. His
19-lap middle stint on the medium tyre was half a second per lap faster
than the equivalent 17-lap effort from Bottas — struggling with traffic —
on the same compound. Even over the comparative four laps Hamilton
did on worn mediums compared to Bottas on fresh softs, just before
Hamilton made his own second stop on lap 42, Hamilton was only a
tenth and a half per lap slower. His fastest lap of the race was over six
tenths clear of the next best, and almost a second faster than Bottas’s.

Hamilton was so fast once unleashed from behind Vettel’s Ferrari that
Bottas was genuinely concerned that Hamilton would make it to the end
without stopping again and steal victory away. Hamilton felt Mercedes
should have given him“better guidance”on how tomanage his pace »

JAPANESE GP RACE CENTRE
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Karun Chandhok's assessment
of Suzuka starts as it means to
continue. “It's mega,” he says as
he floors the throttle in an Aston
Martin Vantage that has an
unashamedly excited Autosport
journalist in the passenger seat.
With Chandhok on Pirelli Hot Laps
duty and kind enough to offer
Autosport a ride, it's time to see
why Formula 1 drivers speak so
highly of Suzuka,

“The circuit's much narrower
than you think,” Chandhok says
as he flicks the car into the Turn 1
right-hander, slowing aggressively
for the tightening Turn 2. *But
because the cambers in the road
are so good, you can carry much
more speed through the corners
than what it looks like."

Indeed. Into Turn 1, our foot
slams on an imaginary brake pedal.
We should have more faith.
Chandhok, ex-F1 driver and
long-time Autosport friend, was
recently entrusted with shaking
down Lewis Hamilton's race chassis
at Silverstone. We relax, to enjoy
the ride - and succeed.

“It's so cool, the Esses,” as
Chandhok hustles the Vantage left,
then right, left, and right again. “In
anything, really. Even in a road car.
It's just a mega track...”

After the long left-hander,
Chandhok clips the kerb at Degner
1, which narrows more than

Qur correspondent before
buckling up to ride shotgun
with Karun Chandhok
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expected - he was right! —and
glides through 2. Almost
immediately we're kinking right
and suddenly there’s a hairpin.
“Even here, you've got this little
camber in the road, just to help
you,” says Chandhok. “There’s a
lot of subtle camber in the road.”
Autosport recounts its on-track
experience to Romain Grosjean
later in the day. The Haas driver
gleefully makes the same camber
point. He likens it to skiing: “When

you hit some ice, and then you
hit the powder, and get grip
again - it's just great!”

The marriage of track design
and area topography is exquisite.
Even the arcing run from the
hairpin is much more of a corner
than expected (especially in a road
car), At the double-left Spoon
Curve, Chandhok notes it is “such
a long turn, then you forget how
much it dips away” at the exit.

Next we're into the famous 130R.

The speed of an F1 car on approach

is almost unfathomable. Then

Chandhok dives onto the brakes for

the chicane, a much faster cormner

than it looks on TV, and the track

falls away dramatically on the exit.
All too quickly, the experience

is over, and the acclaim Suzuka

has won reaches a new level of

understanding. Chandhok’s final

summary is spot on: “The TV just

doesn't do it justice...”

SCOTT MITCHELL

MAUGER
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Bottas did enough to make
his two-stop strategy work

through that second stint. Stopping again condemned Hamilton to third,
behind Vettel, and Lewis pointedly suggested Mercedes could easily have
scored a 1-2 finish had it managed the race differently.

“What's done is done — naturally we'll go and sit and talk to the
engineers and strategists,” said Hamilton, who finished a whopping 45.7s
clear of the remaining Red Bull-Honda of Alex Albon.* Today could have
been done better. There are multiple scenarios during the year when
that's been the case but nonetheless, Valtteri did the job. I'd have had to
have driven differently in that second stint, stretch out as far as vou can...
naturally when I was in the lead [ thought about staying out, but by that
time I'd alreadv pushed so much to close the gap to Seb. We should have
at least got a1-2 today, but [ think the strategy wasn’t optimum for me.
We can do better as ateam, to make sure we score more 1-28."

Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff said Hamilton was*a bit stuck
between arock and a hard place”given that tweaking his strategy to
get ahead of Vettel could have inadvertently hurt Bottas, such was
Hamilton’s pace. And although Mercedes considered allowing Hamilton
to one-stop before asking him to hand position back to Bottas, the team
decided the safer bet was to keep Hamilton on a two-stopper.

“There were lots of tricky calls in this race," Wolff said.“We protected
the lead with Valtteri and we took the pace out of his race ance Sebastian
pitted for his second stop. Tt was always clear it would alwavs go towards
Valtteri — we are not playing team-mates against each other with
strategy. But then vou could say we could have [assured] second
place [by doing something different ],

“Pitting Lewis again at the end again was a fifty-fitty call. We could
have left him out and tried to ask the drivers to change position to give
the result back, and maybe protected against Sebastian. But onthe other
side, maybe not protected against Sebastian. So, pitting and giving him
| Hamilton] anew set of tyres felt like the right decision.”

Hamilton's frustration was understandable, in that he clearly

JAPANESE GP RACE CENTRE

“HAMILTON'S FRUSTRATION WAS UNDERSTANDABLE,
IN THAT HE HAD THE PACE TO WIN BUT NEEDED SOME
HELP TO DO SO THAT WAS NOT FORTHGOMING GIVEN
MERCEDES’ CURRENT RULES OF ENGAGEMENT"

felt — and demonstrated — that he had the pace to win, but needed
some help to do so that was naturallv not forthcoming given the
current rules of engagement at Mercedes.

To at least turn this 1-3 result into a 1-2, Mercedes would have had to

ask Hamilton to hand victory back to Bottas by moving aside late on,
perhaps something the team isnot quite ready to tell its soon-to-be six-
time world champion to do without fear that he would just ignore the

instruction. Champions are aruthless breed, after all...

That said, Mercedes has now beatenits own driver to the punch

by clinching that record sixth
consecutive championship in
arow, while Hamilton must
wait at least one more race to
put the seal on his,

Mercedes has done the deed
thanks to two consecutive race
victories stolen against the run
of play. Ferrariis clearly back in
the game in terms of speed, but
still has many wrinkles to iron
out before it can claim to be
ready to properly threatenthe
silver hegemony,

NEXT F1 REPORT

MEXIGAN GRAND PRIX
31 OCTOBER ISSUE

Can Valtteri Bottas win
again to close the gap on
championship leader

Lewis Hamilton, or will the
English driver take another

step to his sixth title?

17T OCTOBER 2019
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Kubica criticises Williams

The simmering tension behind the
scenes between Williams and Robert
Kubica boiled over at Suzuka, as he
criticised the team post-race for
removing its upgraded front wing

trom his car before qualifving.

Both Kubica and team-mate George
Russell ran the sole example of Williams's
upgraded front wing during Friday practice,
and Kubica expected to keepusing it after
outpacing Russell in FP2, but Williams
decided not to run it on either car.

Kubica then crashed heavily on his
out-lapin Q1, before finishing last in
the race having started from the pits
in a spare chassis.

“Friday was very good,” Kubica told
Polish television.“First time for a very long
time. We changed the front wing. It wasn’t
supposed to be better and on the second car

[oSPORTCOM 1T OCTOBER 2019

it did not give any advantage or was even
worse, But my car felt alot better. However,
for strange reasons, the wing was taken
from my car this morning before qualifying.
Some boundaries were probably crossed.”

When Kubica’s comments were put
to Williams, it said there had never been
any intention to race with the wing on
either car in Japan.

“As always, we discuss the most effective
strategy ahead of each race weekend but
make adjustments where necessary,” said
a team statement issued to Autosport.
“Our new front wing was always intended
as a test item for this event, with a view
to running in a race at a future date.,

“With the potential impact of Typhoon
Hagibis forcing the cancellation of all
running on Saturday, combined with
the inclement wind conditions today

£

SR lnk

than his out-lap =

—ik -

L H!.lbi-:a made it =i
no furtherin Q1

| Sunday], the team made the decision
not to risk running the new front wing
and potentially suffering damage before
we had conducted further testing in
Mexico [at the next GP).

“Given the incidents in qualifying,
this proved to be the correct decision.”

The Japan wing controversy follows
Williams retiring Kubica’s car in Russia
as a precaution against a parts shortage
following Russell’s damaging incidents
in Singapore and Russia.

The team’s Polish sponsor PEN Orlen
publicly questioned that decision, and
Kubica also hinted at frustration over it
at the start of the Japanese GP weekend.

Kubica argued the Suzuka wing decision
was made*without even letting me know
and | think thisis not the right way”
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Sainz forces
Ferrari to ‘give up’

Carlos Sainz Jr called his latest fifth-place
finish “a bit more special than others”
after being so quick that he forced

Ferrari and Charles Leclerc to‘give up!

Leclerc damaged his front wing hitting
Max Verstappen on the opening lap, but
was unable to get within five seconds of
Sainz's McLaren during his recovery and
aborted a long stint to change tyres.

“When vou have a Ferrari 10 seconds
behind, vou think vou're not going tomake
it,”said Sainz. “But T had been saving my tyres
at the beginning and when I was required
topush I was able to find half a second.

——

Gasly and Perez clash
undone by race-finish error

Japanese Grand Prix stewards ruled
that there should be no penalties
for Sergio Perez and Pierre Gasly's

collision on what should have been the

last lap of the race, the ramifications
of which were undone by the result
being taken back to lap 52 of 53.
Perez's Racing Point was tapped
into a spin after colliding with Gasly
and came to a rest in the barriers,
after Perez had tried to pass the
Toro Rosso for eighth place
around the outside of Turn 2.
The FIA isinvestigating the error

ninth, while Gasly finished eighth.

Although the incident had
theoretically happened after the race
was officially over, the stewards
investigated and ruled that no driver
was “wholly at fault™for the collision,
because both took aggressive lines
through the corner.

Perez called Gasly's driving
“stupid”and“unnecessary’, while
(Grasly was reluctant to accept blame,
saying he“expected a bit more space”.

It is not the first time inrecent Fi
history that a race has been officially

His tyres degraded and I kept up the
pace, and he gave up. [t was nice!”
L)

declared early — model Winnie
Harlow waved the flag two laps
before the scheduled finish of the
2018 Canadian GP.

with the chequered-flaglight panel
that meant the race results were
ultimately taken at the end of the
previous lap, allowing Perez toretain

Q&A

CHRISTIAN What did you think of will be an aggrieved party. look at it In that incident there
HORNER Alex’s move on Lando? was enough space to be left.
RED BULL TEAM | thought it was firm but You had to retire Max. A legacy Max was clearly ahead.
PRINCIPAL fair. They touched front of the damage?

wheels but it was totally
up the inside. It was
good, hard racing. It
was good to see the
stewards make the right decision.

It was a huge amount of damage to
the floor. He lost almost 20-25% of
the car’s downforce. There was no
point running around just putting
mileage on components, so we
retired the car to save the mileage.

Where do you draw the line

on first-lap clashes?

They're trying to let them race,
but sometimes things get a little
too far. It was a shame because
essentially it took both of them
out of the race. And it would have
been good to see both of those
guys fighting at the front.

Red Bull had high hopes
for engine partner
Haonda's home race. But a
disappointing qualifying session
set the tone, and Max Verstappen's
race unravelled when Charles
Leclerc hit him at the first cormer.
Alex Albon provided a silver

lining with fourth place, making
wheel-to-wheel contact with
Lando Norris in the process.

Lando thinks the same.
Respect to him. Whenever there's
contact it's inevitable that there

What's your take on the incident?
| think it was right they have a proper

B | | 1 e -
| . | Albon's move on Norris
. = : i N ! judged to be tough but fair -
" ! —t.-- Y = - = :-—. =i . s . 1.

—

by the drivers and stewards |

e W

4 e T . -L"
Let’s start with the positives... that = L e

was Alex’s best result in Formula 1.
Yeah, absolutely, and | think Honda's
best [at Suzuka| since they've come
back into Formula 1 with the hybrid
era. They're the positives today.
Even after a bad start, Alex drove
very well and made it wark.

{ kg ot L gl (AT Y]
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20 Kubica #B8 18 Russell #63 16 Ricclardo #3 14 Kvyat #26 12 Stroll #18

no time m— 1m30.364s m 1m29.822¢ m 1m29.5635 mﬁ- 1m29, 3455 m

v . L . v s v F ¥ i

- 19 Magnussen #20 : 17 Perez ¥11 15 Hulkenberg #27 . 13 Raikkonen #7 11 Giovinazzi #99
m no time m m Im30.112s m m

I3 345 ImZ28 3585 Im29. 2545

FREE PRALCTICE 1 FREE PRACTICE 2
POS TIME

FREE PRACTICE 3
DRIVER POS DRIVER TIME ;

SEASON STATS

1 Bottas Im28.731s |  Bottas 1m27,7855 E DRIVERS org  BEST  BEST
2 Hamilton 1m28.807s 2 Hamilton 1m27.885s E CHAMPIONSHIP FINISH  QUAL
3 Vettel 1m29.720s 3 Verstappen  1m28.0665 [ 1 Hamilton 138 L !
4  Leclerc 1m29.912s 4  Leclerc 1m28.141s E Z  Bottas 274 1 1
5 Verstappen  1m30.046s 5 Vettel 1m28.376s [ 3 Leclerc 211 L :
6 Albon 1m30.3755 & Albon 1m28.4025 [ e ! :
7 sainz 1m30.7025 7 Sainz 1m29.051s € 5 Vettel H: L1
5 Perez 1m30.810s 8 Perez 1m20290s |G i i 2 ?
8 Stroll 1m30.959s 9  Gasly 1m29.3545 ety i ! o
10 MNorris 1m31.001s 10 Maorris 1m29.358% ; AF”,“ s . &
. . 9 Ricciardo 42 4 4
11 Grosjean Im31.283s 11 Raikkonen 1m29.477s 10 Hulkenberg 38 . e
12 Raikkonen Im31.307s 12  Kvyat 1m29.512s 11 Perez 38 6 ;
13 Hulkenberg 1m31.426s 13 Grosjean 1m29.553s 17  Norris 15 5 5
14 Ricciardo Im31.563s 14 Stroll 1m29.597s 13 Kuyat 33 3 g
15 Magnussen 1m31.785s 15 Giovinazzi 1m29.651s 14 Raikkonen 31 2 5
16 Kvyat 1m31.920s 16 Magnussen 1m29.749s : 15 Magnussen 20 5 5
17 Yamamoto Im32.018s 17 Ricciardo 1m29.859s Threat of Typhoon 16  Stroll 19 4 q
15 Russell Im32.800s 18 Hulkenberg 1m30.334s Hagibis prompted 17 Grosjean B 7 8
19 Kubica Im33.484s 19 Kubica Im30.916s supply of sandbags 18 Giovinazzi 4 q
20 Giovinazzi Im36.887s 20  Russell 1m31.071s 19 Kubica 1 10 18
WEATHER 26C, sunny WEATHER 29C, sunny 20 Russell 0 11 16
CONSTRUCTORS' CHAMPIONSHIP
2 [Ferran 433
Ferrari 195.2mph 3 RedBull ErE
Racing Paint 192.9mph 4 Mclaren 111
Mercedes [ 192.9mph 5; Rt !
Renault 192.8mph E: ::3:::::“‘ :
Red Bull 192.5mph 41 A Rataas sz
Tora Rosso 192.3mph 9 Maas 28
Alfa Romeo 191.4mph 10 Williams 1
Haas ¥ 190.5mph
MclLaren [ 190.1mph QUALIFYINGBATTLE
Williams 188.1mph Hamiiton 11 & Boftas
Vettel 7 9 Leclerc
Albon 0O 3 Verstappen
Gasly 1 10 Verstappen
QUALIFYING 1 QUALIFYING 2 QUALIFYING 3 Ricciardo 3 7 Hulkenberg
POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME Grosjgan 7 9 Magnussen
1 Leclerc 1m28.4055 1 Bottas 1m27.688s 1 Vettel 1m27.064s Morris 8 7 Sainz
2 Hamilton 1m28.7355 2 Hamilton 1m27,8265 2 Leclerc 1m27.253s e AR
3 Verstappen  1m28.754s 3 Albon 1m28.1565 3 Bottas 1m27.293s it I A Ot
4  MNorris 1m28.873s 4 Vettel 1mZ28.174s 4  Hamilton 1m27.302s Gosty.-2 i
5 Bottas Im28.85965 5 Leclerc 1m28.179s 5 \Verstappen 1m27.851s oan 5 2 HW'TT
6 Vettel 1m28.9885 6 Verstappen  1m28.499s & Albon 1/m27.8515 Emw;‘;’r:::ﬂiItadfm :::,'imcipm
T Sainz Im29.018s T Norris 1Im28.571s 7 Sainz 1m28.304s inqualifying or had aserious technical problem
& Albon 1m29.351s & Sainz 1m28.577s 8 MNorris 1m28.464s
5 Gasly 1m29.411s 9 Gasly 1m28.7795 9 Gasly 1m28.8365 Mt ERRTESTIADS
10 Grosjean 1m29.572% 10 Grosjean 1m29,144s 10 Grosjean 1m29.341s Hamittan g Hamitton 3
11 stroll 1m29,5945 11 Giovinazsi  1m292545  \earien 27c, windy f::::: 3 :r;:"“e" j
12 Giovinazzi 1m29.6045 12  Stroll 1m29,345s
) Verstappen 2 Gasly 2
13 Hulkenberg Im29.619s 13 Raikkonen 1m29.3585
Vettel 1 Leclerc 2
14 Raikkonen Im29.636s 14 Kwyat 1m29.563s MEXT RACE Vettel ;
15 H.,ﬂ“_lt Im29.723s 15 Hulkenberg 1m30.112s 27 OCTOBER POLEPOSITIONS Magnussen "
16 Ricciardo Im29.822s MEXICAN GP Leclerc 6
17 Perez I1m30.344s i Bottas 4
18 Russell 1m30,364s Mg Hamilton 4
Magnussen no time % Vettel 2
- Kubica no time l Verstappen 1
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STARTING GRID —
10 Grosjean #3 8 Norris #4 6 Albon 723 4 Hamilton 44 2 Leclerc #16 “_

Im2o3ars RN, 1m2sddc TR  m27sss .. 107300 N 1m27.053

v i v . ¥ s L F ¥ i

9 Gasly #10 7 Sainz #55 5 Verstappen £33 3 Bottas #77 1 Vettel #5
W - e e .. 075 . ey

Im28.836s8 Im28. 3045 Im27. 2935 Im27.0645

FASTEST LAPS

ROUND 17/21 (52 LAPS - 187.45 MILES)

PD5 DRIVER TEAM FINISHTIME LED TYRES PO5S DRIVER TIME GAP LAP
1 Valtteri Bottasr) Mercedes 1h21m46.755s 43 Su,Mn,Su 1 Hamilton 1m30.983s - 45
Z  SebastianVettel =) Ferrari +13.343s Su,5n,Mn 2 Leclerc 1m31.611s +0.6285 48
3 Lewis Hamilton car) Mercedes +13.8585 9  Su,Mn,Su 3 Magnussen 1m31.7325 +0, 7495 49
4 AlexanderAlbon Ths, Red Bull-Honda +59.537s Su,Mn, 5u 4 Bottas 1m31.8625 +0.8795 49
5  CarlosSainz Jress) McLaren-Renault +1m09.101s Su,Mn 5 Vettel 1m32.122s +1.1395 38
& DanielRicciardo aus Renault -1lap Mn, Sn & Glovinazzi 1m32.3695 +1.3865 51
T CharlesLeclerc uco) Ferrari -1lap Su,Mn, Sn,5u 7 Perez 1m32.621s +1.638s 46
B  Pierre Gasly (rua) ToroRosso-Honda -1lap Su,Mn 8 Albon 1m32.775s +1.7925 36
5 SergioPerezimey) Racing Point-Mercedes -1lap Sn,Mn,Sn 9 Raikkonen 1m33.190s +2.207s 50

10 Nico Hulkenbergoeu) Renault -1lap Sn,Mn 10 Kvyat 1m33.239s +2.256% 47
11 Lance Strolljcan Racing Point-Mercedes -1lap Sn,Mn 11 Ricciardo 1m33.481s +2.498s 48
12 Daniil Kvyat zus) Toro Rosso-Honda -1llap Sn,Mn 12 Sainz 1m33.5635 +2.5805 45
13 LandoNorris Gar) McLaren-Renault -1lap Su,Mn, Hu 13 Morris 1m34.1165 +3.133s 31
14 KimiRaikkonen rin) Alfa Romeo-Ferrari llap Mn,Hn,Sn 14 Stroll 1m34.713s +3.730s 26
15 Romain Grosjean Fra Haas-Ferran -llap Su,Hn 15 Hulkenberg 1m34.921s +3.938< 47
16 Antonio Giovinazzi|its AlfaRomeo-Ferrari -llap M, Hn, 5n 16 Grosjean 1m34.988s 4,005 18
17 Kevin Magnussen phx) Haas-Ferrari -1llap Mn,Hn,5n 17  Gasly 1m35.3215 +4,338s 43
18 GeorgeRussell sar) Williams-Mercedes -2laps M, Hn 18 Russell 1m35.458s +4.475s 27
19 Robert Kubica rol) Williams-Mercedes -2 laps Mn.Hn,Mn 19 Kubica 1m36.332s +5.349% 44
R MaxVerstappen (D Red Bull-Honda 14laps-accidentdamage Su 20 Verstappen 1m37.249s +6.2665 10

WEATHER 2BC, sunny
WINNER'S AVERAGE SPEED L37.53mph FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 142.7T2mph

FP1

of survival cell, and
five-place penalty for
replacement gearbox

TYRES NAOKI YAMAMOTO replaced

GASLY at Tora R
KEY: H-Hard M-Medium S-Soft I-Intermediate W-Wet n-New set u- Used set BRIy

0000000

GRID PENALTIES
MAGNUSSEN Five-place
penalty for replacement
gearbox

KUBICA Required to start
from the pitlane for change

RACE PENALTIES

LECLERC Five-second penalty
and two licence points for
causing a collision and 10s
penalty for continuing to drive
the car in an unsafe condition

MOTORSPORTIMAGES HONE

LAP CHART What happened, when

LaP 5 LAF 10 LAP 15 LAP 20 LAFP 25 LAP 35 LAF 40 LAF 4% LAF S0

Hamulton

Verstappen

Albon
|
Narris m
Gasly [ |
Grasjean
Giovinazzi
H
Raikkonen ]
Kvyat [ |
i#
n
Perez
Russell [ |
-
B Pitstop @ Crash [ Mechanical failure B Spin B Penalty  Carlapped | | Safety car
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MIDFIELD HERO SAINZ TAKES THE
ONLY PERFECT SUZUKA SCORE

Sebastian Vettel got pole, Valtteri Bottas won the race. But it was the Spanish bloke

in the orange McLaren who impressed the most either side of the typhoon

MERCEDES

Hamilton admits

Suzuka is not

one of his better

circuits and he
trailed Bottas through
practice and
qualifying. By far the
quickest driver/car
combo in the race, he
insisted Mercedes’
strategy cost him
second, but getting
boxed in on lap one
after a so-so qualifying
did the damage.

A,
DANIEL RICCIARDO

Would usually
get marked
down for failing
to escape Q1,
but the Renault had
a rear-suspension
imbalance Ricciardo
called “fundamentally
wrong”, Recovered
brilliantly in the race
{where the car showed
its speed) with monster
first stint on mediums,
sharp passing and
Hulkenberg's help.

VALTTERI BOTTAS

Bottas raised his

level after a

disappointing

recent run, as
reflected by his
“James, it's Valtteri”
post-race team-radio
victory message. His
advantage over
Hamilton narrowed
over the weekend, but
qualifying ahead and
nailing the start set
Bottas up for a steady
run to victory.

-

B <
AP o

=i },&

MICO HULKENBERG

Hulkenberg’s
race was the
inverse of
Ricciardo’s.
Made a slightly better
fist of qualifying and a
great start to leap into
the top 10 on the first
lap, but thereafter got
stuck in a “DRS train”™
behind Gasly and
Stroll. Cleared Stroll
finally, but gave up
places to Ricciardo
and Perez late on.

28 ALTOSPORETCOM 17 OCTOBER 2019

BEN ANDERSON

FERRARI

SEBASTIAN VETTEL

Vettel says

he's more

comfortable

since Ferrari's
Singapore car update,
and his form since
reflects that. Nailing
3 to take pole and
prevent a 10th defeat
in a row to Leclerc was
huge. Sadly, Vettel
spoiled his own race
with a silly mistake at
the start and was lucky
not to get penalised.

HAAS

- ~a
ROMAIN GROSJEAN

Grosjean said he
“overdelivered”
to make Q3, as
he felt Haas was
missing 0.3s to “bein
the train” on Friday,
but was also helped
by an awful session
for the Renaults

and Perez. Said he
executed his start fine
but had "no grip” s0
lost four places. Made
his one-stopper work,
but it was heavy going.

4

CHARLES LECLERC

This was
arguably
Leclerc’s worst
performance of
the season. Admitted
to driving poorly on
Friday, couldn't match
Vettel in qualifying,
and made two key
errors at the start of
the race. Did well to
carve through the field
before penalties
dropped him back, but
we expect more of him,

KEVIN MAGNUSSEN

“Showed
everyone what
not to do” with
“embarrassing”
crash in qualifying and
things didn’t get much
better in the race, The
start was the only
highlight - he gained
six places on the first
lap - but trying to
one-stop using the
hard tyre backfired
and he was beaten by
Grosjean and the Alfas.

RED BULL

ALEX ALEBON

Doing Pirelli’s
2020 tyre test
pre-Suzuka
helped Albon
get more comfortable
with the RB15 and he
was more competitive,
matching Verstappen
to the thousandth of a
second in Q3. Started
the race poorly and
had to fight back
past the McLarens,
finishing well adrift
of the leaders.

A
T

MCLA

e
LANDO NORRIS

Qualifying within
0.2s of Sainz,
given 5ainz's
form and the fact
that Morris was a
Suzuka rookie, was
very respectable,
His race unravelled
through no fault of his
own, thanks to debris
from Leclerc's Ferrari
lodging in the brakes.
Worked hard to
recover, but was
missing a tenth or two,

PR,
MAX VERSTAPPEN

Expectations
were high for
Verstappen
coming into
Honda's home race,
but he was never in
contention thanks to
a scruffy qualifying
{including a brief loss
of engine power) and
first-lap collision with
Leclerc, which cost the
Red Bull 25% of its
downforce and caused
Verstappen to retire.

.

CARLOS SAINZ JR

Sainz was a
cut above the
restofFl's

midfield at
Suzuka and would
have been further
clear in qualifying,
but a battery problem
cost him 0.2s per lap.
Mailed the start, led
Albon through the
first stint, and was so
fast late on he forced
Leclerc's Ferrari to
give up chasing fifth.




McLaren man Sainz led

the midfield pack in

qualifying and the race

Aterrible
qualifying for
Perez, who went
outinQl,wasa
massive eight tenths
off Stroll, and only just
qualified ahead of
Russell's Williams. The
race was much better,
as Perez builton a
brilliant first lap to
pass Hulkenberg and
Stroll and bag ninth.
Flag mix-up negated
needless Gasly clash.

GEORGE RUSSELL

Russell was

delighted with

his qualifying

effort. He came
within 0.02s of Perez’s
underperforming
Racing Point in Q1 and
called it his “equal
best qualifying of the
year’, 50 on a par with
Hungary. He drove
well in the race too,
but stopped after a
constant battle with
iffy brakes.

REMALILYT % i
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Stroll showed
flashes of real
speed at Suzuka
and near enough
matched Grosjean in
Q2, but couldn’t find
the crucial couple of
tenths to beat the
Haas into Q3. Stroll's
race was decent, but
he got stuck behind
Gasly for most of it
and faded from the
points as Perez and
the Renaults surged.

ROBERT KUBICA

Was slightly
faster than
Russell on
Friday, using the
team’s experimental
new wing, but grew
frustrated when the
team took it off for
qualifying, against
what Kubica felt had
been agreed. Needless
Q1 shunt suggested he
was right, and his race
in the spare chassis
was also disappointing.

AUTOSPORT 'S RATING
AFTER ROUND 17

ALFA ROMEO

Raikkonen was

at the back of a

tight group of

four battling for
the final Q3 spot, 50
his Alfa possessed
decent pace, but
Raikkonen struggles
without front-end grip.
Only once medium
and hard tyres were
switched for softs near
the end did he come
alive, but by then it
was far too late,

Sainz 8.4
Hamilton 8.4
Verstappen B.4
Russell 7.9
Leclerc 7.8

ANTONIO GIOVINAZLZLI

Gilovinazzi
continued his
strong qualifying
form since the
summer break relative
to Raikkonen, and
wasn't far away from
beating Grosjean into
Q3. Giovinazzi was
“nowhere” in the race,
suffering more than
Raikkonen as Alfa tried
different aero packages
on each carin a bid to
understand it better.

—— _—= AL
 —— IMAGES

JAPANESE GP RACE CENTRE

i ———
e

TORO ROSSO

PIERRE GASLY

Gasly felt this
was “definitely
the most
complete
weekend” since his
return to Toro Rosso.
He missed FP1 so
Naoki Yamamoto
could drive for Honda,
but he was on the case
in FP2 and stayed in
the top 10 the rest of
the weekend, coping
with a suspension
problemin the race.

TOP 10 AVERAGE RATINGS

Perez 7.6
Morris 7.6
Kvyat 7.5

Bottas 7.4
Ricciardo 7.3

READERS" RATING
AFTER ROUND 17

Sainz 8.1

"
=
1A
e
b
]
=

Hamilton 8.2
Verstappen 8.0
Leclerc 7.7

17T OCTOBER 2019 /.

=
SER

e

EE——

Despite an extra
practice session,
Kvyat was not at
Gasly's level and
couldn’t explain why
he was nearly eight
tenths behind his
team-mate in Q2.
Blamed a gear-sync
issue for a poor start
and falling behind
everyone except
Verstappen and the
Williamses, although
recovery was strong.

GIVE
YOUR DRIVER
RATINGS
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Turkington triumphs in
crazy season showstopper

From points leader to declaring his title over, and now a four-time BTCC champion.
Turkington once again avoided winning it the easy way at Brands Hatch

MATT KEW

motlorsport

PHOTOGRAPHY JEP IMAGES
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RACE CENTRE BTCC BRANDS HATCH

ake vour pick: a rollercoaster
of emotions, it can’t be
T scripted, the stars aligned, it
had to be seen to be believed,
it isn't over until it"s over.
Regardless of whichever cliche vou assign to
the 2019 British Touring Car Championship
season finale on the Brands Hatch Grand
Prix layout, nothing comes close to
encapsulating the drama that unfolded
for Colin Turkington to win the title.

This was a driver who had lost his lead in
the standings to Dan Cammish ahead of the
final race. He was eight points shy of the
Team Dvnamics pilot and was staring at 24
cars in front of him on the grid after being
hit by Matt Neal into a spin on the opening
lap of race two. Even the WSR driver himself
said that he was “out of the championship”
ahead of the final contest.

And vet he is now the BTCC's joint most
successful driver with Andyv Rouse, having
clinched his fourth series crown last
weekend, and he only moved into that
position with one lap to go.

It’s impossible not to feel desperately
sorty for race one winner Cammish,
whose late brake failure sent him careering
backwards into a tyre wall to record his only
non-hnish of the vear. Equally, no one can
deny that Turkington is a worthy champion.

The weekend had got off to a perfect
start, as Turkington stormed to pole by
(.316 seconds over Ash Sutton in a rain-hit
qualifving to score a bonus point. But the
BMW 3301 M Sport doesn’t like mixed
conditions — it"s the class of the field
on a fully wet or dry track, but suffers
on a greasy surface,

In the opener, he was faced with just that.
A sluggish start dropped him behind Sutton
from the off, but Turkington fought off an
attempt from team-mate Andrew Jordan
and then retook the lead at Druids on the
inside. As rain fell, however, the slick-shod
BMW began to drop back behind its
front-wheel-drive rivals.

After getting stuck behind Jason Plato and
sliding wide in qualifying, Cammish lined

Sizeable race two shunt
allowed WSR to gamble
on Turkington's strategy

. -
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up only 12th. But he soon bolted to seventh,
bumped passed Sutton, inherited a place
when Jake Hill slid wide and devoured Rory
Butcher with a stunning move around the
outside of Paddock Hill Bend for first place.
A second win of the season, on the
Brands Hatch Grand Prix layout where he
racked up his two wins last vear, meant
Cammish slashed Turkington's standings
advantage in half to just eight points. Such
was Cammish’s lead, even a 55 time penalty
for passing Tom Oliphant at the safety car
line — the race paused when Matt Simpson
thumped the tyres at the top of Paddock

TR |

— didn't knock him from the top step.
Sutton left it late to bag his first win of
the season in race two, but it was Neal who

hogged the limelight. He and Cammish
made laboured starts from the front row as
fifth-starting Turkington hooked his car up
well. He shot ahead of Neal into the first
corner and then caught up with Cammish,
who was slow through Druids. That allowed
Meal back onto his six.

As Turkington took a defensive line into
Graham Hill Bend, he came across the front
of Neal’s Honda Civic Type R and was sent
spinning onto the grass. TOCA put the
blame on Neal, dealing out a five-place grid
drop for race three and adding three points
to his licence.

“I think it’s clearly a professional foul
and a red card offence,” Turkington said.
“I"m sure when he saw me up front and
behind Dan he was pretty keen to reverse
the situation. If it had been a Honda in
front of him I bet he wouldn’t have hit it.

A BMW is a much easier target.”

Neal, on the other hand, was far more
clear cut: “If I wanted to do Colin [in] then
I would have done it in the first place. My
car was clearly down his inside and he just
turned across me.”

To add insult to calamity, it meant Honda
won the manufacturers’ championship
— with Oliphant, not Jordan, the other
BMW driver nominated by WSR to

score towards that title battle.
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| Great Turkington sta -.
put the title challengers
" side-by-side into Paddock

Turkington eventually got the car
pointing in the right direction and rejoined
in 28th. He was given a lifeline through the
intervention of the safety car, as Jack Goff
slid his Volkswagen CC and tagged the rear
of Oliphant, which left an unsighted Adam
Morgan with nowhere to go — T-boning
the 3 Series as a result.

WSR called Turkington in to try
and salvage his race by htting the prime
compound slick tyre. But it was only on the
final lap that fellow dry tyre runner Jake Hill
clocked the fastest lap as the conditions
never came to the defending champion.

He was consigned to finish 25th.

As Turkington was in strife, early leader
Cammish put up little by way of a defence
against Sutton into Clearways and the
Subaru Levorg GT driver romped home
by 5s. Jordan, meanwhile, outdragged
Cammish for position down the main
straight but the Honda driver fell no further
down the order. With only the final 15-lap
race remaining, Cammish led the way on
318 points compared to Turkington’s 310
and Jordan’s 305,

In a not unsurprising turn of events for
the BTCC, it all came down to the hinal race
of the season for the title destination to be
decided. But with Cammish starting eighth
on the partially reversed grid, compared to
Turkington’s 25th, the engravers must have
been chomping at the bit to begin carving
Cammish’s name onto the trophy. »»

BTCC BRANDS HATCH RACE CENTRE

CHAMPIONS LEAVE IT LATE

By some margin, Jason Plato has the most
victories in British Touring Car history. But
his pursuit to become the first driver in

the series to chalk up a century has been
derailed over the past few seasons.

He had scored just two in the past four
campaigns, and came perilously close to
making it two winless years in a row. In the
final race, however, he put things right.

The two-time champion has looked
maore competitive since returning to
front-wheel-drive machinery in the
Vauxhall Astra, after a torrid time at the
wheel of the Subaru Levorg GT. But there
have been silly mistakes - including twice
getting a drivethrough penalty for
overshooting his grid box at the race start.

At Brands, though, he was imperious
up front. With the fortune of the partially
reversed race three grid, Plato was drawn
on fifth. He made a fantastic start and was
soon challenging polesitter Senna Proctor
- who fell behind Stephen Jelley at the
off - for second place.

Plato dispatched the Team BMR driver
through Surtees and reeled in Jelley
down the home straight.

With clear air in front, Plato was at times
4s to the good before consolidating win
number 97 over Rory Butcher - who
wrapped up the Independent drivers’ title.

Plato knew he and the Power Maxed
Racing squad had finally stitched
everything together.

“It is preat because we have had the
pace this year and | have made a couple
of mistakes with parking issues,” he
quipped. “It's a bit of a monkey off the
back but | have had such a brilliant year
and | have thoroughly enjoyed myself,
My mojo is back and | am back in the
[TOCA] bus getting told off, so that means
| am competitive again. It's a nice way
to end the year.

“We can start to think about lifting the
team again now, We need to develop our
OWn engine, we need to get some more
investment. Now the work starts for next
year, We want to come back in 2020 and
kick some butt.”

His former team-mate Ash Sutton gave
the Subaru Levorg GT a fitting send off,
for what is expected to be its last outing
in the BTCC. The 2017 champion made
an uncharactersically strong start to the
season but fell back as rear-driven cars
took performance hits following the
reintroduction of the Infiniti Q50.

For one of the finest talents on the
grid, a winless campaign would have
been unbefitting but fortunately a race
twio triumph put paid to a barren year,
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With rear-drive traction and no success
ballast, Turkington enjoyed a strong launch
but it almost didn’t seem to matter.
Impressive as it was, nor did it seem to
matter that he climbed a staggering 10
places on the opening lap. But on the next
tour he found another two spots, and then
another three and soon Cammish was in his
sights. He still had to overhaul the Honda
driver, but at least it made for good T'V.

Turkington’s superior traction out of
Surtees took him past Tom Ingram on the
run into Hawthorns for eighth. And then,
as Cammish sought to make progress past
Ollie Jackson, Turkington dived up the
inside into the Druids hairpin and past
the Civic Type R.

Jackson then ran wide, allowing
Turkington and Ingram to go by, but not
Cammish. All the while, the front brakes on
the Civic were a pulsating orange — notably
more than any other car. But the double
Porsche Carrera Cup GB champion still
retained his points lead.

As the field snaked through the high-
speed middle sector on lap 14 of 15 it looked
as though, as valiant as Turkington’s drive
had been, that Cammish had done enough.
But then his chances were snuffed out.

Cammush 15 hard on the brakes, and as
a left-foot stopper — unlike Turkington —
the pedal travel was starting to extend
as the front anchors cried mercy. The
worse it got, the more he had to stamp
on the controls to slow the car.

Barrv Plowman, the co-owner and
technical director of Team Dynamics,
reckoned running close to Jackson had
exaggerated the issue with a lack of clean,
cold air to cool the brakes. Either way,
Cammish hit the pedal into Hawthorns with
such force that the rear wheels locked and
the car swapped ends, He shot backwards
across the gravel and mounted the tyre wall.

Fortunately he walked away unscathed
from a big hit, but the greater impact lay
in the fact that he was barely 2.5 miles
from becoming a BTCC champion in
only his second season.
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Neal and Turkington
come to blows in race
two at Graham Hill Bend

An hour after the chequered flag had been
waved for Jason Plato’s first win of the year
and g7th in the BTCC, losing the title by
two points hadn’t begun to register.

“I don’t feel anvthing,” said Cammish. “T
don’t feel sad. What's just happened there?
I don’t think it'll dawn on me just how
close I came and just what's happened.

I came within one and a half laps of
being the touring car champion.

“I gave it everything, I gave it my best
and at the end of the day it just wasn't
to be, I don’t know what to say. I am
heartbroken that [ have lost it, but 1t

Cammish began
to cook his front
brakes in the finale

hasn't really sunk in vet.”

For the next few weeks it will be of little
consolation to Cammish, but, with Team
Dynamics showing its faith by giving him a
two-vear contract, he has every opportunity
to come back and take the crown in a much
more domineering fashion.

It probably won't make all that much
difference to Cammish’s feelings, but his
crash means he didn’t even hnish as the
2019 runner-up. Jordan signed off his year
with fourth-place finish, drawing level on
318 points with Cammish. But with the
highest season tally of six wins, compared
to Cammish’s two, it meant Jordan edged
ahead in the table. Remarkably, despite
23 yvears in the series, it 1s WSR's first
ever championship 1-2,

Josh Cook and Ingram retained a
mathematical chance of winning the title
ahead of the final round but they were little
more than rank outsiders. Jordan, entering
the weekend third, still faced long odds,
which weren't helped when he qualified
third behind his team-mate.

Alongside the calm demeanor of
Turkington, it was Jordan who was keen to
stoke the in-house rivalry in the pre-match
build-up. But slipping to eighth in race one,
with Turkington fifth, dented his chances
of a revival. But then second in race two,

a slot ahead of Cammish, and with
Turkington skidding around on slick
tyres in 25th, offered a glimmer.



“I put in my notebook
that I was going to win
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Turkington spins
and rejoins all the
in 28th

Jordan was valiant and super clean in his
fight up from ninth to fourth in race three,
but no amount of theatrics from the other
side of the WSR garage could come close
to the way in which Turkington scored
the ultimate spoils of glory.

He was in tears before he'd even made
it 1o the chequered flag and was more
animated than ever, shouting and fist-
pumping his way around the cooldown lap.

“It’s definitely been the race of my
life,” Turkington said. “During race two,
when the slick tyres didn’t switch on,
that’s when my heart sank and I thought
“That’s me out! I'd haemorrhaged so many
points. My chin was definitely down but

the title in style. I've

lived up to that”

| was prepared to see what [ could do.
Somehow we did it, | knew lap one was
going to be crucial to leapfrog mv way back
into the race. At the end of lap one I could
see both Dan Cammish and Andrew Jordan,
s0 [ was like, ‘Hey, we've got a chance here’

Whenever T got behind Matt Neal T thought,

‘Oh, well this is going to be hard’ I knew I
could put pressure on Dan because it was
all for him to lose.”

When the new BMW 3301 M Sport rolled
out for the pre-season test day, Turkington
admitted that the partnership had got off to
a rocky start and that he couldn’t drive his
natural style in the new saloon. And vet,
from the first race at Thruxton, he had led

BTCC BRANDS HATCH RACE CENTRE

urlungtun never
mahes his trtle
wms an easy affarr
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the championship all the way through until
race two at Brands Hatch thanks to five
wins — and Jordan’s pivotal non-score at
Donington Park, when he crashed out of
race one and then spent the rest of the
meeting in hospital.

Turkington is not the BTCC’s most
exuberant character — he lets Plato and Neal
fight for that honour — and vet he never
seems to be able to wrap up the title in a
quiet and straightforward manner. In 2009
he became a champion for the first time
before being dumped from the series after
WSR title sponsor RAC pulled its backing.
In 2014 Plato punted his BMW 1 Series into
a spin at Paddock Hill Bend in the season
finale. Last season, it was another tense
final race decider. But 2019, reckoned
Turkington, will take the prize.

“That was the toughest one,” he said.
“2018 was such a tough vear personally.

[ just wanted it to be over, I just wanted
to win the championship and go home.

“I never felt that I've won the
championship in stvle — even in 2014 I won
after race one but then got taken out in race
two. I've always left after race three not
feeling great about myself. To have actually
won the championship in style — [ put that
in my notebook coming into the weekend,
that 1 was going to win it in style this
weekend, and 've lived up to that.
Whenever yvou're not expecting something
and it happens, it means a lot.

“There have been some amazing finals
before but for me personally | could never
replicate that. You would have to try really
hard to hype up another BTCC final like
that. I'm just glad it’s over.”

After the loss of his mum during the
2018 season, and having won the title
with just the sole race win, Turkington and
his family marked the occasion in muted
fashion — a Chinese meal on the way home
from the track. But 12 months on, it's a safe
bet that after such a dramatic climax, his
celebration will be far more exuberant. #
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POWERED BY

ROUND 10/10, BRANDS HATCH, 13 OCTOBER RACE 1 (18 LAPS - 43.797 MILES)

PO5 DRIVER TEAM / CAR TIME
1  DanCammish:cor) Team Dynamics/HondaCivic Type RS (48kp) 34m22.508s
2  MattNealcer Team Dynamics/Honda Civic Type RS (12kg) +2.882s
3 Tom Chilton car) Matorbase Performance / Ford Focus RS (6kg) +3.306s
4 RoryButcherizer) AmMD Tuning f Honda Civic Type RS (24kg) +3.6245
5 ColinTurkington csry WSR/BMW330iM Sport S [54kg) +5.370s
6 Mike Bushellcer AmD Tuning fHonda Civic Type RS +6.0575
7  Stephen Jelley iser) Team ParkerRacing/ BMW 125iM Sport 5 +6.916s
8 Andrew Jordancer) WSR/BMW330iM Sport 5 (42kg) +7.6345
9  Jack Gofficer) Team Hard / Volkswagen CCS +9.878s
10 Ollie Jackson (zer) Moterbase Performance/ Ford Focus RS +10.915s
11 Ash Sutton (ces BMR Racing / Subaru Levorg 5 [6kg) +14.4165
12 MichaelCaine car Motorbase Performance / Ford Focus RS +20.511s
13 AidenMoffat cem Laser Tools Racing / Infiniti Q50 S +21.312s
14 Jason Plato cer Power Maxed Racing / Vauxhall Astra {18kg) #22.361s
15 RobCollard 52r) Power Maxed Racing /Vauxhall Astra s +24.571s
16 Tom Oliphantices| WSR/BMW 330iM Sport S +26.580s
1T CarlBoardleyGer) Team Hard / Volkswagen CC S +28.187s
18 Daniel Rowbottom ces) Ciceley Motorsport /MercedesA-Class #28.518s Bekhior oastad CONE
19 Adam Morgancpr| Ciceley Motorsport /Mercedes A-Class +31.676s to win Independent
20 Rob Smith ssri Excelrs Motorsport / MGE +40.4365 drivers: championiship
21 BobbyThompson(zer) TeamHard /Volkswagen CC «40 8315
22 MarkBlundell ceq) Trade Price Cars Racing / Audi 53 Saloon +47.080s GRID RACE 2 Decided by resultofRace 1.
23 TomIngram cEes| Speedworks Motorsport / Toyota Corolla GT S{30kg) +1m44.5465  RACE2(18LAPS -43.797 MILES)
94  Michael Crees cer Team Hard / Volkswagen CC S 1lap 1Sutton35m18.719s; 2 Jordan (12kp) +5.2235; 3 Cammish {54kg) +7.158s;
R JakeHill cer) Trade Price Cars Racing / Audi 53 Saloon S 17 laps-loose turbo pipe ANSatpIShg: 8301 pChikton (K2l 10225538 dackaon g HLLIT2Y

7Plato+11.451s; 8 Caine+11.58955; 8 Butcher (36kg) +12.1775; 10 Jelley
R Chris Smiley (cer BTC Racing /HondaCivic TypeR 14 laps-overheating (18kg) +12.25%s; 11 Proctor+12.7225; 12 Moffat+13.4165; 13 Cook +14.555s;
14 Boardley+14.9355; 15 Rowbottom +16.15865; 16 Thompson +17.4625;

R SennaProctorcar BMR Racing / Subaru Levorg 5 13 laps-spin
17 Collard +18.1925; 15 Bushell (24kg) +18.95%s; 19Hill+15.772s; 20 Smith
R JoshCookiser BTCRacing/HondaCivicTypeR(36kg]  11laps-lowfuel warning light +21.085s; 21 Ingram +21.364s; 22 Osborne+25.557s; 23Crees +27.631s;
R SamOsborne e Excelr8 Motorsport / MGE S 10laps-spin  245miley+30.4385; 25 Turkington |30kg) +30.9525; 26 Morgan
- - - 1o +1m04.978s; 27 Simpson -2 [aps; R Blundell 8 laps-spin;

R MattSimpson (Ger| Simpson Racing  Honda Civic TypeR 4 laps-crash RGoff(6ke) Dlaps-crash; ROliphantOlaps-crash,
Winner's average speed 76.44mph. Fastest lap Oliphant 1m33.334s,93.80mph. Winner's average speed 74.42mph.
& =nominated softtyre. Fastest lap Hilllm40.920s, 86.79mph.
QUALIFYING GRID RACE 3 Decided by result of Race 2, with top 11 reversed, and
1Turkington 1m40.752s; 2 Sutton 1m41.068s; 3 Jordan 1m41.520s; 4 Oliphant 1m41.6265; 5 Butcher five-place grid penalty for Neal.
1m41.637s,6Hill Im41.9135; 7 Smiley 1m42.0845; ECook 1m42.1515; 9 Bushell 1m42.157s; 10 Moffat
1m42.166s; 11 Morgan 1m42.1695; 12 Cammish 1m42.215s; 13 Neal lm42 .240s; 14 Caine 1m42 405s; RACE3(15LAPS -36. 498 MILES)
15Proctor 1m42.427s; 16 Plato 1m42_ 4445 17 Ingram 1m42.4825; 12 Thompson 1m42.6555; 19 Chilton 1Plato5s (18kg) 23m19.614s; 2 Butcher [6kg) +0.958s, 3 Sutton (54kg)
1m42.834s: 20 Jackson 1m43.027s; 21 Blundell 1m43.359s; 22 Goff 1m43.366s; 23 Collard 1m43.627s; +1.767s;4 Jordan (48kg) +4.2485; 5 Cook 5+5.3335; 6 Turkington +13.594s;
245mith 1m43.748s; 25 Jelley Lm43.7815; 26 Boardley 1m43.967s; 27 Rowbottom Lm44.0275; 28 Crees 7ingram=14.103s;8 Jackson S (24kg) +16.8105;9 Morgan 5+17.346s;
1m44.574s; 29 Osborne 1m45.5165; 30 Simpson no time, 100liphant+17.6535; 11 Jelley (6kg) +158,7585; 12 Hill +19.409s;

13Meal (36kg) «19, 7365, 14 Moffat +19.931s5; 15 Thompson 5+423.307s;
16Bushell +23.724s; 17 Caine 5(12kg) +24.171s; 18 Collard +24.800s:
1% Boardley +31.345s; 20 Blundell 5 +32 6465; 21 Proctor +32 916s;

AMD squad celebrates
Independent teams’ win

NEXT REPORT 22 Smith S +34.070s; R Cammish (42kg) 13 laps-brake failure;
ROshorne 13laps-brokenwheel; RRowbottom 5 12 laps-tyre failure;

SEASON REVIEW RSimpson 5 laps-misfire: R Crees 3 laps-gearbox; R Chilton S (30ke)

31 UCTUHEH ISSU[ 1lap-crash; R Smiley 5 0laps-driveshaft; NS Goff damage.

How Turkington pieced Winner's average speed 93.88mph.

together a remarkable Fastest lap Cook 1m31.753s,95.44mph.

fourth title, plus Autosport 5=nominatedsoft tyre.

picks the top 10 drivers of

the 2019 British Touring CHAMPIONSHIP

Car Championship season. 1 Turkington 320; 2 Jordan 318; 3Cammish 318, 4 Cook 27E; 5 Butcher

266;6Ingram 245; 7 Plato 237; 3 Sutton 233; 3Neal 232; 10 Chilton 200,
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RACE CENTRE BATHURST 1000

McLaughlin masters
the Great Race

It was a proper nailbiter, but the DJR Team Penske Ford star added

Bathurst 1000 victory to his almost-certain Supercars title
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cott McLaughlin is fast
running out of things to win
S in Australian motorsport
after claiming — alongside
Alexandre Premat — a
Bathurst 1000 crown he desperately coveted.
McLaughlin didn’t leave much behind
in central New South Wales. The Kiwi's
weekend in his DJR Team Penske Ford
included a provisional pole, a new fastest-
ever lap in the Top 10 Shootout, and a
well-crafted victory. The only thing he
missed out on was the race lap record, Chaz
Mostert nabbing that with a 2mo4.760s in
the closing stages of the 1000km classic.
Hollywood lap times were a feature
throughout the weekend. With a drop in
both aero and engine power coming for
2020, there was a keen sense that any new
Mount Panorama benchmark could stand
tor a long time. That there were mid-a2mo4s
being set in free practice one made it clear
that McLaughlin would soon have some
company in the so-called ‘Threes Club’ And
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by Thursday evening Jamie Whincup, Cam
Waters and Will Davison had all dipped
below 2mog4s, while McLaughlin himself
lowered his own fastest-ever lap to a
2m03.7728. On Friday morning Andre
Heimgartner joined the club, as McLaughlin
lowered the record to a 2mo3y.481s.

Then the rain set in on Friday afternoon,
hobbling the pace for qualifying and rinsing
plentv of the rubber out of the sparsely used
surface, By Saturday evening’s Shootout the
weather was fine, but there was a risk that
the blip in conditions had stopped the
momentum required to see something
really special in the single-lap dash.

McLaughlin, however, had other ideas.
Only needing to beat Mostert’s 2mo3.7s
for pole, he put on vet another qualifying
clinic with an eve-watering 2mo3.378s.

In the ultimate sign that nothing was
being lett to chance — or perhaps just to
relieve the nervous energy — the team got
straight to work after the Shootout fAtting
the #17 Mustang with a fresh V8 engine.
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Starting from pole in the fastest car in
the field, the last thing McLaughlin needed
at 1130 on Sunday was a curveball or a
distraction. But just as he pulled up to
the line ready to take the start, the lights
tower flashed orange. The start was delaved
because Brodie Kostecki had rolled to a stop
on the warm-up lap. A problem with his
cool box, used to cool outside air to be
pumped into the helmet fan, had left him
breathing nothing but dry ice. He was taken
to the medical centre to be treated for minor
burns and carbon dioxide poisoning, and
his Holden was dragged back to the garage,
creating a 15-minute delay to the start.

When the race did finally go green,
McLaughlin did enough to hold off a
fast-starting Michael Caruso into Turn 1,
before comfortably leading the field as it
charged up over the Mountain. And just like
that the safety car boards were out — Tim
Slade had got caught on the outside of
Scott Pye coming out of The Cutting, and
that fired Slade’s Holden into the wall.



It took four laps for the race to get
back under way, and this time, finally,
McLaughlin got a good crack at it with
a full g6 laps of green running. It was an
enthralling portion of the race, a classic
battle of good drivers in good cars running
nose-to-tail at the front.

For the first stint it was McLaughlin
against Tickford Ford man Mostert, before
they handed over to Premat and James
Moffat respectively. At the same time Jamie
Whincup, Shane van Gisbergen (both in Red
Bull/Triple Eight Holdens) and Cam Waters
(Tickford Fard) all took over from their
co-drivers, creating a fascinating mix
of primary and secondary star power.

It was during that stint that Premat
showed his class, batting away suggestions
of rustiness by soaking up laps and laps of
pressure from Waters and Whincup, before
Mostert, back in his Ford, joined the partv.

With Waters having failed to rattle
Premat, Mostert finally got the job done
by forcing the Frenchman to lock a brake 22

BATHURST 1000 RACE CENTRE

DJR PENSKE IN HOT WATER FOR TEAM ORDERS

The official results of the Bathurst 1000
wiere still provisional as Autosport went to
press, pending a hearing into a team-orders
charge handed to DJR Team Penske.

Stewards launched a post-race enquiry
into an instruction given to Fabian
Coulthard to slow behind the safety car,
which both backed up the field and
created a bubble that meant he avoided
double-stacking with the winning sister
Ford of Scott McLaughlin. It was done
under the guise of an overheating
problem, mechanics even lifting the
bonnet of Coulthard’s Mustang during
the stop to ‘inspect’ the engine.

Race officials weren't convinced, first
slapping Coulthard with a drivethrough,
before summoning the team to the
post-race hearing regarding the matter,

“After interviewing [DJRTP boss Ryan
Story], the driver of car #12 and car #12's
engineer, and reviewing Hawk Eye footage
of the incident, including in-car footage
from car #12, the interview of Mr Story and
Supercars telemetry data for car #12, the
stewards, while making no findings,
determined that the evidence was
sufficient to call upon Racing Team (Aust)
Pty Ltd to answer whether it breached
Rule D24.1 and recommended to the

Coulthard was a
contender fora |

podium finish... B

deputy race director that he consider
laying a charge of a breach of that rule,”
read a CAMS statement.

“The charge will be heard by a panel of
stewards prior to the commencement of
track activities at the forthcoming Gold
Coast 600. In the circumstances, the
classifications remain provisional.”

Coulthard, who finished sixth with Tony
D'Alberto, was mortified to be embroiled
in the scandal: “Whateveritis, | need to
clear my name. It's not my style. | don’t
race like that, I'm a clean racer.”

Team orders are something of a grey
area in Supercars. According to CAMS:;
“Rule D24.1 prohibits team orders and
provides that an instruction to a driver or
team member, either verbal or otherwise,
the effect of which may interfere with a
race result is a team order.” Unofficially
known as the ‘DTM rule), its purpose has
largely been to prevent manufacturers
ganging up on each other, rather than
teams asking their own drivers to hold
or switch positions.

Autosport understands that
McLaughlin’s win is under no threat, with
a fine or a teams’ championship points
penalty the most likely sanctions
should DJRTP be found guilty.

_ ...before protesting

that he’s a clean racer
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RACE CENTRE BATHURST 1000

TICKFORD’'S
CIVIL WAR

Chaz Mostert took full blame for the
awkward team-mate tangle that ruled
both him and Cam Waters out of the
running for a podium finish.

The two Tickford Mustangs were
running a genuine third and fourth on
lap 123 of 161 when Mostert outbraked
himself into The Chase, and contact with
Waters left them both in the sand. They
both got going again, but lengthy repairs
meant Waters was classified 21st, while
a drivethrough penalty for the clash
left Mostert (above) in 16th.

It was the third Bathurst 1000 in a row
in which the #6 and the #55 have made
contact, after a restart debacle at Turn 1
in 2017 and a crash at the Elbow
between Mostert and Waters’s then-
co-driver David Russell last year. It was
also the second round in succession
where Mostert and Waters have clashed,
the pair engaging in not-so-friendly
fire at Pukekohe last month.

In this case Mostert was quick to
admit fault: “It was so tight up the front
all day, we were just setting up for the
last stint, | had a good run on Cam,
and just got crossed up and we hit.
| didn’t need to pass him, shouldn't
have tried, and it ruined both our
races, which is the worst part.”

Tickford boss Tim Edwards added.
“No race driver deliberately does that -
it’s just a mistake and he recognised
it.Chaz came and saw me straight
after the race. What do you do when
somebody admits that they screwed
up? You can't chastise them.

“If there was a debate about who was
right or wrong, that's probably where you
need to sit people down and agree on a
position, but if someone just makes a
mistake, well then it's a mistake, isn’t it?”
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into The Chase. Once the bottle was
uncorked Premat dropped around 10
seconds to the lead pack, his pace not
helped by a flat spot from the lock-up. Still,
he'd left the car easily close enough for
MecLaughlin to quickly catch back up after
getting back behind the wheel. He ran

third for that stint, before the co-drivers
jumped back in for their final hit-out.

Again Premat held his own against more
fancied competition, sticking to the bumper
of Craig Lowndes (in the Whincup Holden)
for the best part of 10 laps before soaking
up the pressure from behind. Then the
usually unflappable Lowndes lost his nerve,
tagging the wall at Reid Park before running
wide at the last corner. Neither incident
damaged the car, but it was enough for
Premat to take over the lead.

With McLaughlin and Whincup back in
their respective cars for the next stint, an
ongoing string of cautions was started when
Todd Hazelwood went into the wall between
Reid and Sulman Park. McLaughlin led
Whincup again at the restart, before
Jake Kostecki crashed at Reid Park
and sparked a rush to the pits.

Whincup beat McLaughlin out of the
lane, the seesawing battle going his way
until Tickford team-mates Waters and
Mostert — running third and tourth and
very much in contention — clashed at The
Chase (see panel, left). The restart lasted

Van Gisbergen and

Tander were close
runner-up finishers

H-:Lauh linis greeted
by Premat and Penske

only half a lap thanks to a jammed throttle
sending Anton de Pasquale into the wall at
Reid Park. Whincup then led McLaughlin
before IndvCar star Alexander Rossi binned
his wildcard entry at the last corner.

That sixth safety car of the race came just
a whisker too early for a clean run to the flag
on fuel, but the two leading runners had
little option but to pit. It was at this point
that the race unravelled for the second DJR
Penske Ford of Fabian Coulthard and Tony
D’Alberto. Having worked into a fine third
place, an instruction to crawl to the pits to
create a buffer between the lead two and
the rest would lead to Coulthard getting a
drivethrough — and have a knock-on to
the final results (see panel, page 39).

Again Whincup beat McLaughlin out of
the lane, a stall not helping the Ford, and
again the pair kicked off the stint, running
nose-to-tail when the race went green
with 25 laps remaining,

There were a cagey few laps as the crews
assessed strategic options, before the race
split in two directions with 20 laps to go.
Enowing Whincup still had the van
Gisbergen/Garth Tander sister car as cover,
Triple Eight told Whincup to drop the
hammer. Perhaps he could build a gap big
enough to be able to stop again and retain the
lead; perhaps he’d forfeit the lead making an
extra stop — but McLaughlin would run out
of fuel. The one option Whincup didn't




POWERED BY
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BATHURST 1000, AUSTRALIAN SUPERCARS ROUND 12/15, MOUNT PANORAMA (AUS), 13 OCTOBER (161 LAPS - 621.553 MILES)

POS DRIVERS
1 ScottMcLaughlinnz Alexandre Prematras)
2 ShanevanGisbergen vz Garth Tander (aus)

3 JamesCourtney sus) Jack Perkins (aus)

4 Jamie Whincupsusi Craig Lowndes (aus,

5 David Reynolds «us) Luke Youlden (aus)

6  FabianCoulthard 20 Tany D°Alberto (aus)
7 MarkWinterbottom ius) Steven Richards (aus
8  ScottPyesus)Warren Luff aus)

9  RickKelly :us Dale Wood [4us)

10 Lee Holdsworth sus) Tom Randle wus)

11  WillDavison iaus) Alex Davison (sus)

12 JamesGolding iaus Richard Muscat 2.5
13 Richie Stanaway nze) Chris Pither nzy

14 Simonade Silvestro cqe) Alex Rulle iaus)
15 HNick Percat aus Tim Blanchard iaus

ChazMostert «us) James Moffat (aus)

17 Macauley Jones aus) DeanCanto (aus)

18 JackLeBrocqsus) Jonathon Webb nus

19 Alexander Rossi(uss James Hincheliffe can)

20 GarryJacobsonxus) DeanFiore (aus)

21  CameronWaters :us Michael Caruso nus)

Andre Heimgartner vz, Bryce Fullwood 215,

Antonde Pasquale .«us) Will Brown jaus)

Brodie Kostecki aus: Jake Kostecki jsus)

Todd Hazelwood inu5) Jack Smith (aus)

A i A A A

Tim Slade i2us Ashley Walsh (sus

TEAM/CAR
DJR Team Penske Ford Mustang

Triple Eight Race Engineering Holden Commaodore ZB
Walkinshaw Andretti United Holden Commodore ZB
Triple Eight Race Engineering Holden Commodore ZB
Erebus Motorsport Holden Commodore ZB

DJR Team Penske Ford Mustang

Charlie Schwerkolt Racing Holden Commodore ZB
Walkinshaw Andretti United Holden Commodore ZB
Kelly Racing Nissan Altima L33

Tickford Racing Ford Mustang

23Red Racing Ford Mustang

Garry Rogers Motorsport Holden Commodore ZB
Garry Rogers MaotorsportHolden Commodore ZB
Kelly Racing Nissan Altima L33

Brad JonesRacingHolden Commodore ZB

Tickford Racing Ford Mustang

Tim Blanchard Racing Holden Commodore 7B

Tekno Autosports Holden Commodore ZB
Walkinshaw Andretti United Holden Commodore ZB
Kelly Racing Nissan Altima L33

Tickford Racing Ford Mustang

Kelly Racing Nissan Altima L33

Erebus Motorsport Holden Commodore Z8

Kostecki Brothers Racing Holden Commodore ZB
Matt Stone Racing Holden Commodore ZB

Brad JonesRacingHolden Commodore ZB

Winner's average speed 56.151mph. Fastest lap Mostert 2m{4.7602s, 111.398mph

have, however, was nursing the car home
even with safety car intervention. He was
going to have to stop again regardless of
what happened around him.

When the safetv car emerged for a
seventh time after Garry Jacobson and

Richie Stanaway clashed at Turn 1, Whincup

took his medicine. The splash-and-dash
dropped him behind McLaughlin, van
Gisbergen, and James Courtney in the #22
Walkinshaw Andretti United Holden.

For McLaughlin the caution offered a
bit of a reprieve on fuel, but also brought
renowned hard charger van Gisbergen
into the game. And while the two Kiwis
effectively shared a strategy, sitting behind
the slipperv Mustang gave van Gisbergen a
slight edge on consumption. It also ensured
McLaughlin couldn’t be too conservative as
he looked to save every last drop of juice.

The threat of Whincup doing any damage
on pace alone was quashed when he
couldn't find a way past Courtney quickly
after the restart, with nine laps to go. For
Triple Eight to win, McLaughlin was either
going to need to run out of fuel, or van
Gisbergen needed to pass him,

The final twist came three laps from the
end when Heimgartner threw his Nissan
into the wall at the Elbow. In that moment
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TIME
6h2Tm51.5260s  QUALIFYING
TOP10SHOOTOUT
HEERaUS 1McLaughlin2m03.3783s; 2 Mostert
+1.8760s 2m03.7897s; 3Waters 2m03.9178s;
+7.6690¢ 4Whincup 2m03.9505s; 5 van Gisbergen
2m04.11365;6W Davison 2m04.3295s;
+3.6431s
TdePasquale2m{4.3830s; 8 Percat
+A06BES  3m04.67055;95lade 2m04.8395s:
+5.6227s 10 Winterbottom 2m04.9800s.
+6.60885
QUALIFYING
*667335  MeLaughlin2m27.6476s; Mostert
+6.9830s 2m28.04845; van Gisbergen 2rm29,1880s;
+7 7034 WDavison 2m29.2431s; Slade2m29,3889s;
Percat 2m29.4619s; Whincup 2m29.6973s;
+T.8562s
Waters 2m29.7038s; Winterbottom
*11.28235  Im329.80255;de Pasquale 2m29.82885;
-1lap 11 Kelly 2m29.85735; 12 Stanaway
1lap 2mi29.90485; 13 Heimgartner 2m30.1249s;
14 Pye 2m30.1690s; 15 Hazelwood
18P 503026705 16 Coulthard 2m30.2083s;
-llap 17 de Silvestro2m30.5723s; 158 Courtney
-1lap 2Zm30.65575;19Golding 2Zm30.7457s;
20Holdsworth 2m30.7643%; 21 Jacobson
% g 2m30.90515;22 Reynolds2m31.1510s;
-2laps 23 Jones2m31.2474s;24 B Kostecki
-13 laps 2m31.5758s; 25 Rossi2m31.6046s;

157 laps-accident
125 laps-accident
111 laps-accident

88 laps-accident

0laps-accident

o

t:;Z

Z6Le Brocg Zm33.8786s.

CHAMPIONSHIP
1McLaughlin3308; ? van Gisbergen 2686,
3Coulthard 2521:4 Mostert 2441;
SWhincup 2380; 6 Reynolds 2306,
TWaters 2059, 3 Percat 2014, 9WDavison
1955; 10Holdsworth 1860,

. Ry
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to pian for ex-GP3
racer S‘tanaway
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McLaughlin’s fuel concerns disappeared.
Rescue crews quickly carted the broken
Altima out of the way, allowing for a restart

on the very last lap. Evervone was good
on fuel; the final question mark was tyre
pressures in the cool evening conditions,
particularly after a long stint of fuel saving.
It was a straight fight: McLaughlin versus
van Gisbergen. The Holden driver picked up
the restart perfectly, but couldn’t quite get
close enough into Turn 1. By the time the
pair got to Turn 2 van Gisbergen realised
MecLaughlin wasn’t going to be beaten. He
staved glued to the Mustang’s huge rear
wing in the faint hope of a mistake, but
in reality that was never going to happen.

For the first time since 1994, when team
patriarch Dick Johnson and John Bowe were
at the wheel, a Shell-backed Ford from
Stapylton had won the Bathurst 1000.

Behind the leading pair, Courtney held off
a fully fuelled Whincup to take a somewhat
unlikely third place, his first appearance on
the Bathurst podium in 11 vears. For his
co-driver Jack Perkins it was a first podium
finish at Mount Panorama — an emotional
occasion for the son of six-time Bathurst
winner Larry Perkins.

The win puts McLaughlin a near-
unassailable 622 points clear of van Gisbergen
in the Supercars standings with three rounds
of the 2019 campaign to come. M
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WORLD OF SPORT T
S 2 = Cadillacs take
“ B © Petit asAcura
drivers wrap
up IMSA title

PETIT LE MANS

IMSA SPORTSCAR
ROAD ATLANTA (USA)
12 OCTOBER

ROUND 12/12

Brazilian Pipo Derani and US road-racing
veteran Bill Auberlen found the perfect
way to celebrate their birthdays last
Saturday — in Victory Lane after a
thrilling 22nd edition of Petit Le Mans.

Derani was joined by countryman Felipe
Nasr and Eric Curran in the Action Express
team's triumphant Whelen Engineering
Cadillac DPi-V.R, while Auberlen partnered
voungsters Robby Foley and Dillon
Machavern to a dramatic last-gasp GTD
class triumph aboard their Turner
Motorsport BMW M6 GT3.

Ex-Formula 1 driver Nasr slashed almost
two seconds from the previous qualifying
record on Friday, then simply rocketed
away at the start. Rickv Tavlor had
qualified one of the two Team Penske
Acuras only 0.15 slower but, surprisingly,
trailed Nasr by almost 10s before losing
second place to the sister AXR Cadillac
of Filipe Albugquerque on lap 1s.

The two Cadillacs thoroughly dominated
the opening stages, held in warm sunshine
in front of a bumper crowd. When the first
of only four full-course cautions was called
after 9o minutes, the #31 Cadillac led the
sister #5 car by a full 20 seconds, with
the two Acuras a similar margin behind
in third and fourth. Only the two Mazda
Team Joest cars and the Wayne Tavlor
Racing Cadillac remained on the lead
lap. This was looking like a romp.

But then, as the afternoon wore on and
some cloud cover rolled in, the complexion
of the 10-hour race began to change.
Curiously, the leading car elected not to
make a pitstop during a caution on lap 121.
Derani continued to lead when all of the
other frontrunners headed for the pits
before finally relinquishing the top position
for the very first time after 135 laps when
he was obliged to stop for fuel shortly
after the three-hour mark.

A brilliant stint by Mike Conway,
who had relieved Albuquerque in the
#5 Cadillac, allowed him to stretch away
to a 208 lead before handing over to Joao
Barbosa after 178 laps. Then it was German
veteran Timo Bernhard’s turn to shine in
the Mazda RT-24F he shared with Oliver

TG OSPORTOOM 17T OCTOBER 2018
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Jarvis and Tristan Nunez. Bernhard
gradually whittled away at the deficit and
was within two seconds of the Cadillac
by the time both cars pitted for fuel 20
minutes before the halfway mark. The
two Penske Acuras also worked their
way into contention, and for several
hours it seemed to be anybody’s race.

As day grew into night, however, the
Acuras faded away again and the race
appeared to boil down to a straight fight
between the two AXR Cadillacs and the sole
remaining Mazda (the sister car had lost
time and later retired with engine woes).

But the final caution with just over half
an hour remaining suddenly brought both
the Wavne Tavlor Cadillac (with an
inspired Jordan Taylor at the wheel) and
the #7 Acura (Helio Castroneves) back
into the picture. The caution was bad news
for the Mazda, which looked like it might
make the finish with one fewer visit to
pitlane, although worse was to come
when it too hit engine problems soon
after the resumption and faded to an
unrepresentative sixth.

There was also heartbreak for the #5
Cadillac, which led after the restart until a
shattered left-front brake disc sent it to the
pits. Derani then reasserted the #31 team’s
dominance as he edged clear of Taylor
before easing off in the final laps to win by
just under a second. Castroneves’s Acura
was the only other car on the lead lap,
although the sister car of Dane Cameron
and Juan Pablo Montoya clinched the
championship with a conservative run
to fourth, with assistance from IndyCar
ace Simon Pagenaud.

A tremendous GTLM tussle ended
with Ferrari factory drivers James Calado,
Alessandro Pier Guidi and Daniel Serra
ensuring a trinumphant return for the Risi
Competizione team (plus a rare Le Mans/
Petit Le Mans double for the drivers), while
Auberlen/Foley/Machavern only claimed
GTD victory when the Riley Motorsports
Mercedes of Felipe Fraga/Ben Keating/
Jeroen Bleekemolen agonisingly ran out
of fuel on the final lap.

JEREMY SHAW

POWERED BY

ROAD ATLANTA (USA), 12 OCTOBER (465 LAPS - 1181.155 MILES)

Fourth place was enough

to secure IMSA crown for

Cameron and Montoya

OVERALL
POS DRIVERS CAR TIME
1 FelipeNasr/Eric Curran | Fipo Derani Cadillac DPI-V.R 10h00m40. 8095
2 RengervanderZande [ JordanTaylor/ Matthicu Vaxiviere Cadillac DPi-V.R +0.9065
3  RickyTayler/Helio Castroneves | Graham Rahal Acura ARX-05 +9,.8425
4 DaneCameron/JuanPablo Montoya/SimonPagenaud  Acura ARX-05 -1lap
5  SimonTrummerfStephenSimpson | Chris Miller Cadillac DPi-V.R -llap
& Oliver Jarvis| Tristan Nunez [ Timo Bernhard MazdaRT24-P -2laps
T JoaoBarbosa [ Mike Conway [Filipz Albuquerque Cadillac DPi-V.R &laps
8 JonBennett/Colin Braun/Romain Dumas Nissan Onroak DPi -Blaps
9 MishaGoikhberg/ TristanVautier [ Juan Piedrahita Cadillac DFi-V.R -19laps
10 JamesCalado/ Alessandro Pier Guidi/ Daniel Serra Ferrari488 GTEEvo 3llaps

GTLM

1 JamesCalado/Alessandro Pier Guidi/ Daniel Serra Ferrari4B8BGTEEvo  10h01m46.632s

2 RyanBriscoe/Richard Westbrook / Scott Dixon Ford GT +7.7955
3  TomBlomqguist/ Connor DePhillippi / Colton Herta BMWMEGTE -1lap
GTD

1 BillAuberlen/RobbyFoley/ Dillon Machavern BMWMEGT3 10h01m49.2625
2 Christopher Mies/ Ricardo Feller/ Daniel Morad AudiRELMS Evo +0.510s
3 ScottHargrove/Zacharie Robichon/ Lars Kern Porsche911GT3-R +2.904s

ALL PHOTOGRAPHY
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Champion Sato
leads loyal
Dallara send-off

EUROFORMULA OPEN
MONZA (ITA)

12-13 OCTOBER
ROUND 9/9

After eight years of use across Formula 3
competition, the 2012-19 generation of
Dallara was retired by the Euroformula
Open championship at Monza last weekend.

The popular car was given a fitting
send-off in the first race; a slipstream
classic with a seven-car lead battle,

Double R Racing’s Linus Lundgvist took
pole but started badly, handing the lead to
Carlin’s Teppei Natori. The Japanese driver
briefly pulled away, but was soon reeled in.

Eurotormula champion Marino Sato made
his way to second and then traded positions
with MNatori for several laps. He made it stick
on the final tour to score his ninth 20190 win.

His Motopark team-mate Yuki Tsunoda
had started 12th, but made some stunning

moves to join the lead battle, and
slipstreamed past Carlin's Nicolai
Kjaergaard at the finish to form an
all-Tapanese podium in third. Lundgvist
recovered to fifth, while his rookie title
rival Liam Lawson was hit out of the race.
Lawson responded with race two victory
— beating fellow Red Bull junior Tsunoda
— which was enough to secure second in
the standings and the rookie title.
Tsunoda started from minth, but he was

Files takes more TCR title glory

TCR EUROPE
MONZA (ITA)
12-13 OCTOBER
ROUND 7/7

Josh Files claimed the fourth crown of his
TCR career in style by beating main title
rival Julien Briche to victory in the final
race of the European series at Monza,
Files, with two German TCR titles and
one Middle East honour already under
his belt, arrived in Italy with a strong
points advantage over Briche, but he was
ninth in qualifying as the Hyundais

- ’ ' -

European TCR crown joins Files’
German and Middle East titles

struggled. Briche, meanwhile, claimed
pole for the opening race in his JSB
Competition Peugeot, towed to the top
spot by the similar 308 of DG Sport
driver Aurelien Comte. But with the top
10 in qualifving reversed on the grid for
race two, that did give Files a front-row
spot for the finale.

In the opening race Comte played
tailgunner to Briche, who netted his
fourth win of the season. But Files
minimised the damage as he charged his
Target Competition-run i3o N through
to third, passing the WRT Audi of
Santiago Urrutia just after mid-distance
to get into a podium position.

[t was Briche’s turn to go on a charge
in the decider. Files had little resistance
as he took the lead from reversed-grid
poleman Maxime Potty into the Roggia
chicane on the opening lap, while Briche
began an overtaking spree that put him
into second place when he passed the
Brutal Fish Racing Honda of Dan Lloyd
with six laps remaining. Briche then
engaged Files in battle, but the Briton
prevailed. Llovd regained third when
Comte was penalised for straightlining
a chicane on the final lap.

3 molorsport.tv
Relive this race at Motorsport.ty
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Sato (middle) scored win
number nine in race one

i

already leading the race when a scary crash
between Carlin’s Christian Hahn and the
Double R car of Jack Dochan caused a
mid-race safety car.

Doohan rolled twice but he escaped
injury, further proving the car’s safety
credentials in its last appearance.

Lawson passed Tsunoda on the restart to
win, with Matori finishing third. Cameoing
American star Kyle Kirkwood was sixth.
ELLIOT WOOD

EUROFORMULA OPEN

MONZA (ITA)

Race 1l Marino Sato
Motopark
{Dallara-Spiess)

Race 2 Liam Lawson
Motopark
(Dallara-5piess)

INTERNATIONAL GT OPEN

MOMNZA [ITA)

Race 1 Miguel Ramos/Fabrizio Crestani
SPS Automaotive Performance
(Mercedes-AMG GT3)

Race 2 Martin Kodric/Henrique Chaves Jr
Teo Martin Motorsport
(McLaren 7205 GT3)

TCR EUROPE
MOMNZA (ITA)
Race 1l Julien Briche
J5B Competition
{Peugeot 308 TCR)
Race 2 Josh Files
Target Competition
{Hyundai i30 N TCR)

MASCAR TRUCK SERIES
TALLADEGA (USA)
Spencer Boyd

Young's Motorsports
(Chevrolet Silverado)

For full results visit motorsportstats.com
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NEWGARDEN AND PENSKE
FOIL ROSSI CHARGE

Whatever Alexander Rossi and Andretti Autosport threw into it, this year’s
IndyCar title was destined for Josef Newgarden. And Rossi even got jumped
for the runner-up slot by the second Penske driver, Simon Pagenaud

DAVID MALSHER

moltorsport
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loody hell, Tim Cindric is gonna win this
championship, isn’t he?” one reasonably unbiased
media member exclaimed at Texas Motor Speedway,
as Andretti Autosport’s Alexander Rossi flashed
past the chequered flag less than a second behind

Team Penske man Joset Newgarden. “That’s the second time

in two weeks that he’s managed to pull something out of his

ass that gets Newgarden ahead of Rossi.”

[t's fair to say that Rossi shared that observer’s sentiments, and it’s
not hard to see why. At Detroit, last vear’s championship runner-up
had been leading race one when Penske president and Newgarden
tactician Cindric had called in his man from third place... just a lap
before the full-course vellow flew for second-placed Scott Dixon
crashing out after making a rare error. The field bunched, Newgarden
cvcled into the lead as evervone else of significance hit the pitlane,
and over the course of the remaining laps in a shortened race on a
damp track, Rossi couldn’t find an opening with which to make one
of his typically bold passing manoeuvres on the 2017 champion,

The next day, in the second race at the Belle Isle track, it was
Newgarden who blundered into the tyre wall, Dixon who won, but
Rossi couldn’t take full advantage, salvaging only fifth. A week later
in Texas, Rossi appeared destined for at least a podium on a night
when Newgarden seemed set to finish in the lower reaches of the

top 10. But having gone off strategy with an early pit visit,
Cindric was able to delay Newgarden’s final stop and, as everyone
else pitted, the Penske driver suddenly had a clear track on which
to set some searing times in clean air and was able to emerge
ahead of Rossi and in the lead. Trv as he might, the Andretti
pilot could not find a way back around his bete noire.

At Road America, Rossi dominated just as he had in Long
Beach back in April, but Newgarden took a podium, and the pair
were just one place apart in Toronto, Then Newgarden dominated
at lowa Speedway while Rossi could finish no better than sixth.

In retrospect, it's pretty easy to say it was game over from
that point, for Rossi never reallv gained traction thereafter. Sure,
Newgarden exchanged fourth place for 14th and a trip to a gravel
trap at Mid-Ohio after a ludicrous misjudgement on the final lap,
but then Rossi was wiped out in an opening-lap crash at Pocono.

That is not to say that Newgarden is an unworthy champion;
far from it. While he didn’t impress quite as much as in his first
title vear, his consistency resulted in his racking up 12 top-fives
(including four wins) from the 17 races — a near-Dixon-like
accumulator of points. And if he uncharacteristically soft-
pedalled in the final two races, well, sotto voce was what the
occasion demanded and almost every driver would have done
the same in those circumstances. »
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Master and pupil:

Dixon pipped Rosengvist

in Mid-Ohio thriller

St Pete’burg
1 J Newgarden
2 Scott Dixon

3 Will Power
Polesitter Power
is called to pit
early in reaction
to a caution that
never comes,
putting him off
sequence. On
reaching the
front again,

heis passed

on a restart by
Rosengvist. But
Newgarden is

on the best tyre
strategy and wins
comfortably from
Dixon, Power

and Rosenqgvist,

ROUND BY ROUND
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Roger Penske congratulates

."" N ewgarden on his second crown

Austin

1 Colton Herta

2 Josef Newgarden

3 Ryan Hunter-Reay
Power leads from pole,
fending off Rossi for 45
of 60 laps, as Herta
chases but uses up
tyres too quickly,
Power, Rossi and Dixon
go alap longer than
their rivals in the
second stint, but get
hosed by a caution
when Rosengvist
crashes at pit-entry.
Power suffersa
mechanical failure

in the pitlane. Herta
inherits the lead ahead
of Newgarden and
Hunter-Reay, and wins.
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Barber

1 Takuma Sato

2 Scott Dixon

3 Sebastien Bourdais
Firestone throws teams
a curveball by bringing
old and hardened
tyres. Rahal Letterman
Lanigan Racing adapts
best, sweeping the front
row before Sato goes
on to dominate and
win. Team-mate Rahal
breaks down on track,
allowing Dixon and
Bourdais into second
and third, Bourdais
having taken justtwo
stops. Newgarden
recovers from Penske's
terrible qualifying
session to claim fourth.

But Rossi was even better, despite leading ‘just’ seven races to
Newgarden’s 11, and 182 laps to Newgarden's 490. The ex-Formula 1
driver’s bravery as he tried to compensate for a pace disadvantage
to eventual winner Simon Pagenaud in the Indianapolis 500 was
as breathtaking as his determination to salvage something from
Austin, after the caution period denied him a certain win, given
erstwhile leader Will Power’s non-finish.

Rossi was criticised on occasion in 2018 for being overagpgressive
when making passes and running too near his own limit, therefore
risking errors. In 2019 he seemed to get it just right, knowing exactly
when and how hard to push and rarely leaving himself vulnerable to
others’ indiscretions. This was particularly admirable from Toronto
irace 11) onwards, when Chevrolet, the supplier to the rival Penske
squad, took a step forward in terms of torque and fuel efficiency
(and possibly horsepower, depending whose opinion you sought)
and became a match for the Honda used by the Andretti team.

At the top end, Chevy was already more than a match for Honda,
as Rossi had discovered while trying to hang on to Pagenaud at
Indy. After his desultory year of 2018, when he could rarely find
a confidence-inspiring set-up for running his car on the edge in
qualifying, Pagenaud and his engineer Ben Bretzman told people
thev'd made a breakthrough at the Sonoma finale last vear, and
eventually that did become apparent in 2019. That pace took a while
to shine through due to errors and red flags caused by others in
qualifying sessions, which initially consigned him to the lower half
of the grid. But Pagenaud’s beautiful vet aggressive drive in the wet
at the IndvCar Grand Prix on the IMS road course was a confidence-
building breakthrough, and his sheer composure in the Indy soo,
despite Rossi’s pressure, signalled that he was back in business.

There was clearly more work to do — he was slow in qualifving
at Detroit, Road America and Portland and somewhat anonymous
on race day at Mid-Ohio, lowa and Gateway — but he was also
brilliant in Toronto and fast at Pocono and Laguna Seca. On his
best days, Pagenaud looks like the polished yet also aggressive
performer we saw at Schmidt Peterson Motorsports and then
in his 2016 title-winning vear.

Dixon's attempt to win a sixth IndyCar crown was generally
as impressive as vou'd expect, and he relished being able to pool
information with a genuinely fast team-mate, Felix Rosengvist,
Even though the Swede’s speed initially gave him a little trouble,
Dixon learned well and improved himself, as all the greats do.

“Felix is fast but we knew that ever since he first tested for us
a few years back,” Dixon said just past mid-season. “He’s made a
couple of rookie mistakes, but he's got a really good way of breaking

Long Beach

1 Alexander Rossi
2 Josef Newgarden
3 Scott Dixon

Rossi takes pole

and goes on to
dominate the race -
even more so than
at the same venue
the year before.
Newgarden jumps
Dixon and Power in
the first round of
pitstops to claim
second, where he
remains. Power gets
an overboost penalty
and then makes an
error, handing third
place to Dixon, while
Rahal takes fourth
ahead of Hunter-Reay.

Indy GP

1 Simon Pagenaud

2 Scott Dixon

3 Jack Harvey
Pagenaud scores his
first win since 2017
after snatching the lead
from Dixon in the wet
on the penultimate
lap. Newgarden and
Hinchcliffe starin the
first half of the race
until their pit strategies
fail, allowing Harvey
to score Meyer Shank
Racing's first podium.
Atyre gamble pays

off spectacularly for
AJ Foyt Racing as

Leist finishes fourth.
Rosenqvist starts from
pole, finishes eighth.

Indy 500

1 Simon Pagenaud

2 Alexander Rossi

3 Takuma Sato
Atorrid battle for
victory sees polewinner
Fagenaud prevail over
2016 winner Rossi, the
Chevrolet having a
slight edge over Honda.
Sato charges through
to third, ahead of
Newgarden and 2018
victor Power, who
serves a drivethrough
penalty for knocking his
fueler. Ferrucci earns
Rookie of the Year after
dodging a multi-car
crash triggered by
Bourdais squeezing
Rahal far too hard.



Pagenaud claimed his
maiden Indy 500 victory

w
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“IT’S BECAUSE FELIX IS A ROOKIE THAT
HE’S BEEN ABLE TO HELP THE TEAM.
HE’S GOT A FRESH PERSPECTIVE”

down technical areas he wants to focus on, probably because of

all his experience in other series. I'd say it’s actually because he’s

a rookie — but a really good one — that he's been able to help

the team and help me. He’s got a fresh perspective on it all.”
Dixon’s main problem was that most of his chief rivals learned

from his amazing consistency in 2018, and did well to emulate it. So

when he got caught up in someone else's accident at Indy (double-

points) and had to pit for repairs, and then made uncharacteristic

errors in two of the next three races thitting the wall in Detroit,

squeezing down on Colton Herta in Texas), he rapidly fell from

second in the championship to fourth. Thereafter, the Chip Ganassi

Racing star was back to his consistent best, but mechanical issues

at Gateway and Portland sapped any remaining momentum.

Detroit 1

1 Josef Newgarden
2 Alexander Rossi
3 Takuma Sato
Arace shortened

by 27 laps due to bad
weather is won by
Newgarden after he
pits from third just
before a yellow flag -
caused by arare
crash from Dixon
bunches the field
and puts him ahead
of previous leader
Rossi. Power scythes
through to fourth
from mid-grid, but

is sent out of the

pits with only three
wheels, allowing
Sato to take third.

Detroit 2

1 Scott Dixon

2 Marcus Ericsson
3 Will Power

Dixon bounces back
to take the win ahead
of rookie Ericsson.
Power claims third
despite stalling early
in the race when his
car gets stuck in gear,
legacy of a first-lap
fracas in which another
car rammed his
gearbox. Newgarden
crashes out while
battling with
Hinchcliffe and

Rossi. Rossi spins

in avoidance and
knocks Hinch into the
stricken Newgarden.

Texas

1 Josef Newgarden

2 Alexander Rossi

3 Graham Rahal
Newgarden wins when
strategist Tim Cindric
springs him to the front
of the pack in the
closing stages with

the perfect strategy

for how the yellows
fall. Rossiis again a
frustrated second,
ahead of Rahal, whose
team-mate and
polesitter Sato leads
the early stages before
a major misjudgment in
the pitlane, the penalty
for which drops him out
of contention, Dixon
crashes out with Herta.

Power was wretchedly unlucky to miss out on wins in the
opening two races (wrong tactics at St Petersburg, mechanical
failure and a badly timed caution at Austin), but he then didn’t
help himself with little errors at Long Beach and the Indy soo,
both of which cost him top-three finishes. At Detroit he was
scintillating on both days, but scored only one podium after a
pitstop faux pas by the team in the other race, and then he made
a complete mess of Toronto and blew at least two runner-up
finishes at Towa and Gateway... Power admits he should have
been more canny and less desperate in seeking his first win of the
season. If he can quell his tendency to allow frustration to induce
errors, expect a very different 2020 from the 2014 champion.

With three poles and two wins in his rookie season, Herta »»

Road America
1 Alexander Rossi

2 Will Power

3 Josef Newgarden
Herta scores the first
pole of his career but
immediately loses
the lead to Rossi, who
goes on to win by half
a minute ahead of
Penske pair Power and
Newgarden. Herta
wears through tyres
too swiftly, ultimately
falling to eighth, as
Rahal claims fourth
ahead of the two
Ganassi machines

of Dixon and
Rosenqvist, which
have risen from 12th
and 18th on the grid.

Toronto

1 Simon Pagenaud

2 Scott Dixon

3 Alexander Rossi
Pagenaud dominates
from pole position
and Dixon is unable to
catch himin the closing
stages thanksto anew
engine from Chevrolet
that improves power,
torque and fuel
mileage. Rossi claims
third, way behind the
leaders, but content
to beat Newgarden.
After qualifying very
badly, Power serves

a penalty for a first-
lap attempted pass
on Rahal that goes
badly wrong.

lowa

1 Josef Newgarden
2 Scott Dixon

3 James Hinchcliffe
Poor weather delays
the race until night,
but at the green
FPower swiftly deposes
polesitter Pagenaud
to lead 49 laps before
being passed by
Newgarden. The 2016
lowa winner goes on
to dominate the event,
while Power blunders
on pitlane entry, and
serves a penalty.
Acharging Dixon
takes second while
Hinchcliffe claims

his first (and last)
podium of the year.
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WELCOME NEWCOMER

EVERYONE ALLEGRO AT AUSTIN

As a straight swap for Phoenix's ISM Raceway, the 20-turn
Circuit of The Americas road course was a successful addition
to the IndyCar Series schedule, producing far more racing
and far more intrigue than its predecessor. We can only hope
COTA will find the race a sponsor to help secure its future.

It was hard for drivers to keep their red-sidewalled tyres
alive when pushing for an ‘ultimate’ lap in qualifying, Felix
Rosenqvist getting it just right in Q2 with the fastest lap of the
weekend, and Will Power saving enough life in his rubber for
Q3, doing one run, pitting for a splash of fuel and another set
of used reds, and nailing pole. The penultimate turn each
lap was an ugly farce however, so IndyCar needs to find a
way to deter drivers from using the runoff,

The thing is, most of us expected COTA to produce a

crashed into IndyCar’s old-boys club with the same impact as a
20-ton meteorite landing in a church hall on bingo night. Casualties
in terms of reputation and value included certain long-time series
veterans who suddenly appeared overrated and dispensable, and
recent rookies who had hitherto been regarded as promising but
now looked mediocre. Herta and eventual Rookie of the Year
Rosengvist immediately got with the programme, survived tricky
spells where they were clearly trying too hard, and wound up
seventh and sixth in the overall standings respectively.

Herta, of course, became the youngest ever IndyCar winner and

“CERTAIN LONG-TIME SERIES

VETERANS SUDDENLY APPEARED
OVERRATED AND DISPENSABLE?”

while rumours swirled sporadically about the legality of his car
(nothing illicit has been proven, incidentally) there are plenty
who believe he really is that good. Certainly Michael Andretti
does, which is why he’s got him locked down for 2020 in
Andretti Autosport ‘proper’ after a season as a ‘satellite’

entry with the Harding Steinbrenner Racing squad.

As for Rosengvist, he had to be calmed down a little, but didn’t
allow himself to be fazed into driving too far within himself as he
rebuilt his confidence, and by the end of the season he looked as
fast as he had at the start, but now with a veneer of maturity.

Takuma Sato made some typical blunders but fewer of them,
and drove a brilliant race at Barber Motorsports Park and a weird
but impressive one at Gateway to chalk up two wins for Rahal
Letterman Lanigan Racing, which still doesn’t consistently
perform as well as it should, given the squad’s braintrust
and the talents of Sato and Graham Rahal.

good race in a virtually spec series. Far more of a surprise
to many was the quality of the show at Laguna Seca, where
the track surface is so coarse it resists ‘rubbering up’, but
where undulations and dusty runoffs can induce many a
mistake while alse offering enough track width for passes.
The crowd was good too, and what they saw in the finale
should entice them back. Let’s hope the track owners

resist the temptation to repave it.

Mid-Ohio

1 Scott Dixon

2 F Rosengvist

3 R Hunter-Reay
Asensational pole
lap from Power
isn’tencugh to
help earn him his

Pocono

I Will Power

2 Scott Dixon

3 Simon Pagenaud
Power scores his third
Pocono win but his
first victory of the
season in a shortened

first Mid-Ohio event due to bad
victory as Ganassi  weather, beating
employssuperior  Dixon and Pagenaud.
tyre strategy to Newgarden is an

score a 1-2, Dixon
ONn Worn tyres
holding off
Rosengvist by
less than 0.1s.
Hunter-Reay
claims third, while
Newgarden spins
off on the final lap
trying to pass him.

ananymous fifth, but
that represents a good
score on a day when
principal title rival

(at the time} Rossi

is part of a five-car
first-lap shunt along
with Sato, Hunter-
Reay, Hinchcliffe

and Rosengvist.

ROUND BY ROUND
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Gateway

1 Takuma Sato

2 Ed Carpenter

3 Tony Kanaan
Newgarden dominates
early, chased by Power,
but the points leader's

car fades in traffic while

Power crashes out.
Rookie Ferrucci leads
mast laps but has his
strategy ruined by
team-mate Bourdais’
crash, leaving Sato out
front fending off fellow
veterans Kanaan and
Carpenter. Carpenter
passes Kanaan but
comes up one lap
short to challenge
Sato. Dixon DMFs with
a punctured radiator,

Good surprises came in the form of Santino Ferrucci’s excellence
on ovals and Jack Harvev's much-improved pace as his outings for
Meyer Shank Racing became more frequent. Disappointments
included how frequently Arrow Schmidt Peterson Motorsports
looked anonymous without Robert Wickens in the cockpit, and
how disrupted Carlin’s season became due to driver changearounds,

Now it’s time for the engineers and drivers to relearn their cars
with the new weight distribution provided by the aeroscreen. The
off-season could be as much fun as the season just gone... &

Portland

1 Will Power

2 Felix Rosenqvist
3 Alexander Rossi
Herta takes pole but
is stalked in the first
stint by Dixon, who
swoops for the lead
as Herta's tyres go
off. Power fends

off the other Ganassi
car of Rosenqvist
and then inherits
the lead when Dixon
has to make a long

stop for a new battery,

Rossi claims third,
while Newgarden
recovers from a
mid-grid startto
take fifth, just
behind Herta.

Laguna Seca

1 Colton Herta

2 Will Power

3 Scott Dixon

Herta scores his third
pole of the season and
holds off Dixon for the
first half of the race,
Power for the second
half, before claiming
his second win.
Newgarden initially
paces himself based
on title rival Rossi but
both struggle, and
Pagenaud's fourth
vaults him past Rossi
for second in the
standings. Rosenqvist
charges from mid-grid
to claim fifth and
Rookie of the Year.

= Lag-u na finale




ALEXANDER ROSSI

As Andretti Autosport's

lead driver now, he must

shoulder some blame
for when his car set-up was
lacking, but on pure driving
he was the best. Had he been
luckier, or Newgarden less
lucky, he would be AA's first
champion since 2012.

1| FEISTMAN

COLTON HERTA

Two wins and three
poles says most but
not all you need to
know about this remarkable
teenager; equally impressive
is the study he puts into
his craft. Switching fully
to Andretti Autosport may

prove a challenge, however...

AUTOSPORT’S TOP 10 DRIVERS

iR

JOSEF NEWGARDEN

After incansistency

in 2018, Newgarden

scored eight top-fives
this year to back up four
wins. The champion isn’t our
number one due to a couple
of unforced errors and the
fact that two victories owed
much to superior strategy.

AL

FELIX ROSENQVIST

This rookie had three
Leasons inone Wedr—
superfast for five races,
a difficult middle third
and then a flourish in the
final third as he stopped
overreaching and found a way
to keep his abundant pace
within the limits of the car.

SCOTT DIXON

Initially caught off guard

by pace of team-mate

Rosengvist, Dixon did
what true champs do - he
learned from the hotshot
and regained the edge. But
two driving errors and two
mechanical DNFs blew up
his hopes of a sixth crown.

{

g ” |

TAKUMA SATO

Everyone hailed the

consistent Sato V2.0,

highlighted by Barber
dominatian. Then he
dumped a possible win
in Texas, made some daft
manoeuvres and rebounded
with a lucky Gateway victory.
Lovely guy, complex driver.

- 2
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WILL POWER

As befits IndyCar's
fastest driver, he again
turned the lap of the
season (pole at Mid-Ohio), but
frustration over misfortunes
and team screw-ups
snowballed into some silly
errars until he recaptured

his mojo late in the season.
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RYAN HUNTER-REAY

Finally team-mate

Rossi's consistency

appeared to break his
spirit, and arrival of Herta
was a further blow. Looked a
potential winner in Texas but
led nowhere else and needs
a major confidence boost to
rediscover his raw pace.

INDYCAR REVIEW
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2IMON PAGENAUD

The ‘proper’ Pagenaud

re-emerged, eaming

Penske its 18th Indy 500
win. He was also ferociously
quick at Toronto (as ever)
and faultless in the wet Indy
GF. But too many echoes of
his mediocre 2018 qualifying
pace stunted his title bid.

GRAHAM RAHAL

He scored just a
solitary podium, but
matched team-mate

Takuma Sato in qualifying,
and Portland saw his only
major mistake. His main
problem was that whenever
RLLR had a strong weekend,
he suffered bad luck.

DRIVERS' CHAMPIONSHIP

POS DRIVER

1 JosefNewgardenJss|

2 SimonPagenaud Fra)

3 Alexander Rossiusa

4 Scott Dixon nzL)

5  WillPower aus)

& Felix Rosengvist st

7 ColtonHerta usa)

£  RyanHunter-Reayuz4)
3 TakumaSato [Py

10 Graham Rahalusa

TEAM

Team Penske

Team Penske

Andretti Autosport

Chip Ganassi Racing

Team Penske

Chip GanassiRacing

Harding Steinbrenner Racing
Andretti Autosport
RahalLettermanLanigan Racing

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing
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11 5ebastien Bourdais (Dale Coyne Racingwith Vasser Sullivan) 387, 12 James Hinchel e (Arrow Schmidt Peterson Motorsports) 370, 13 Santino Ferruce { Dale Coyne Racing) 351; 14 Spencer Pigot (Ed Carpenter Racing) 335,
15 Tory Kanaan (A Fayt Enterprises) 304; 16 Marco Andretti (Andretti Herta Autosport] 303; 1T Marcus Ericsson Arrow Schmidt Peterson Maotorsports) 290; 18 Zach Veach (Andrettisutosport) 271; 19 Matheus Leist [AJd Foyt
Enterprizes) 261; 20Ed Jones(Ed Carpenter Racing) 217; 21 Jack Harvey (MeverShank Racingwith Arrow SPM] 186; 22 Max Chilton {Carding 184,23 Ed Carpenter|Ed Carpenter Racing) 161, 24 Conor Daly (Carfin Andretti
Autasport/Arrow Schmidt Peterson Motorsparts) 149; 25 Charlie Kimball (Carlin} 117; 26 Patricio O"Ward (Carlin) L15; 2T Sage®aram [Dreyer & Reinbold Racing /Carlin) 3%; 28 James Davison (Dale Coyne Racing with Byrd

and Belardi) 36; 29 Helio Castroneves [Team Penske] 33; 30 Ben Hanley [DragonSpeed) 31; 31 Pippa Mann [Clauson-Marshall Hacing) 28; 32 Eyle Kaiser {Juncos Racing) 22, 33 JEHildebrand {Dreyer &Rein bold Racing) 20;

34 Criol Servia (Team Stange Racing with Arrow Schmidt Petersan) 16; 35 RC Enerson (Carling 13; 36 Jordan King [Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing) 12,

17T OCTOBER 2019 AUTUSPORTCONM 51




WEB DIRECTORY

CLASSIFIEDS WEB DIRECTORY

DRY SUMP

PAC

QIL PUMPS & DRY SUMP SYSTEMS

WWW.pACepuUmps.co.ulk

HELMET GRAPHICS

EXHAUSTS

Inconel & Stainless Steel Specialists

SIMPSONY

Race Exhausts
Tel: 01753 532222 'F =

www.simpsonraceexhausts.com

Mike Fairholme Designs

Zole approved painter of Aral helmets,
Silver Birches, Corby Birkhalme, Mr GGrantham, Lincs NG33 4LE
Tal: 476 550630, Fax: 01476 550029

email: fairholmedesigns@ttconnect. com
www.fairholmedesigns.co.uk

MEMORABILIA
&
FINRLLRAP
r Far Everything Formulia One

www.finallap.net  WE BUY AND SELL
+44 (0) 1245 287588 / 07771 920345

RACE PARTS

Gearboxman.com
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes & Axles for Road, Race, Rally and more

Telephone: 01582 840008 Fax: 01582 840007

MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE

Motor Sport Legal Advice
Tudor Alexander, LI.B Solicitor
07887 713512

/_QEDRY SUMP
ALJ SYSTEMS
ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC.
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM  (916) 652-5282

RACE PARTS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@ LMAautoparts.com

Sifversfone

The best of racewear & Rarfwear
WML Eprdirect com

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

?) Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

(¢ ﬂrﬁ!gporf Part E]E]E]

Performance and Tuning Parts

Leading performance brands online

www.part-box.com

Passionate About Motorsport
6]::) ACarcsrallul
www.iicraceandraliv.com

RACING

Pit to Car

Radio solutions “
daGeé

ww.raeeradlo.cu.uk

om P ' YBRACING

MOTORSPORT & PERFORMANCE

WWW.YBRACING.COM

TRACK PREPARATION

SB ECAH REVEHSE EHGIHEEIIIHE
Tel: 01480 718117 :‘ﬁ‘ﬁ ‘,,.“"F“,,,,u,, g
www.kendall-developments.com

PORSCHESHOPR

10% off with website

voucher code AUTOTEN

Or Call: 0121 585 6088

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

2 co.uk

RV SALES AND SERVICE

TO ADVERTISE IN THE WEB DIRECTORY
PLEASE CALL +44 (0) 20 3405 8109
OR EMAIL ads@autosport.com

sAUTOSPORT
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS CLASSIFIEDS

e
BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B, —

.} Connected to you

1V

www.brianiames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter & by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all T s awars
protessional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch MTEATOMAL TRAGH
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard

equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all
designed to offer the latest technology and improved
convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are availatle ex-stack at many UK aealers
Please wisit our website or call us for further details

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head ofice

R\ = TRANSPORTER |
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

CLASSIFIEDS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

I ) HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

www. WOODFORDTRAILERS.com D e

FRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

; nuunnmnunlﬂﬂl\ll\“m.
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Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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MARKETPLACE ¢

GTECHNIQ

SMART SURFACE SCIENCE

LEADING THE WAY IN

DETAILING

THREE WISHES
FOR YOUR CAR:

APPLIED BY A MASTER
GTECHNIG
ACCREDITED
DETAILER

W THE BEST AVAILABLE

| PRODUCT
PERFORMANCE
& FINISH

GUARANTEE ' "
Crystal Serum is the only ceramic

coating that comes with its own
Gtechnig Accredited Detailer.

The LJF'liC]L.IE' service ensures Your Car

L
o
=T
-
[+8
=
L
=
= 2
<
=

is detailed to unrivalled levels of
perfection, with a product that offers

the ultimate durability, scratch and
chemical resistance. Plus, the same slick
finish and candy-like gloss you can expect

from the world's finest carnauba waxes.

Meet Adam

one of our Gltechnig Accredited Detailers
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MEMORABILIA

!EﬂﬁﬁLLec'rnns £oMm
- e

yAUTOSPORT

: WR If you wish to advertise your
- w& products and services
—— with Autosport in print
and online please contact
#1 FOR F1 MEMORABILIA :
& AUTOGRAPHS Ben.kavanagh@
We huy and sell F1 items motorsport.com
HHITI!,I".I: EEHHAi&enlalustﬁ ar.call

+44 (0) 20 3405 8109

s=m INSURANCE ==

POLICIES FOR

v COMPETITION CARS
v RALLY & RACE CARS
v SERVICE VEHICLES

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority .

RACE PRODUCTS

demontweeks

EXPERT ADVICE » MASSIVE STOCK = RAPID DELIVERY

gy, hors
ST,

stand 21

EXCLUSIVE
Online OFFER

tdemon-tweeks.com

CALLS MAY BE RECORDED FOR TRAINING PURPOSES

10844 375 219

RACE PREPARATION

Hawk and Carbotech

motorsport compounds
= rh@fnrh"

e LT PN " - e
. ' -

Carbotech

WANTED

WANTED

RALLY CARS FOR CASH

Specific interests in Ford Escorts MK1
or MK2 but all makes and modeils
considered in any condition

01291 621234 or 07976 239076
rob@weirrallying.co.uk

‘ ) -
{,, A r t'r..-'mu.r F U @
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BUSINESS FOR SALE

Go-Karting Business For Sale

% Turn-key business in excellent financial and
material condition

=% Outdoor 540m floodlit track
5% Workshops

o= Fleet of 38 Sodi karts (4-stroke) for age range
8 to adult

" 4 electric Toro karts for under 8s

S Kart storage

B4 Excellent quality licensed clubhouse with ample
parking

52 78 year leasehold on peppercorn rent available
in price as an option

Owners commenced business in 2014 and enjoyed
healthy and consistent profits over 5 years. Tourist
location with steady local trade over 52 weeks.
Located in high ‘quality of life’ coastal environment
in South England.

New manager/owner has opportunity to diversify
and to build on the much remaining potential.

Enquire at PO Box 213 PO33 SFH
E B B B EEEN




MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS

STORAGE

GARAGEPRID

and aesthetic needs.

www.garagepride.co.uk 01743 742028

Eii

Buy ready-configured cabinet systems online at GaragePride, or we can provide a
complete cabinet and workbench design and installation service working closely
with you to meet your precise requirements. Unlike other suppliers, we are not tied
to a single cabinet brand but would propose one that best meets your budgetary, functional

Workshop and Garage Cabinetry

Create an organised, productive, and professional workshop

w B Iv

Cabinets
Pictured

fochmicl i e d e
obligation site surveys.

€%

(mm

Eﬂ | P 3€-r
‘Lanzante [EEE? —JOTA | Spok o iﬂgp

-

2 859522 SALES@SYSTEMSTORESOLUTIONS.
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Historlic Lknglne opeclalists
Ford Cosworth BIDA/BIG,

Lotus Twin Cam, BNMW M1lO
-

o
THRUXTON

H-_-—-m

—

Craig Beck Racing Ltd
1. 07876 221 932

t. cralg@craigbeckracing.co.uk \UD R
www.craigbeckracing.co.uk
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RACE PREPARATION
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FII.TEII I(INE  Eome Lot Favot O Eormaseiomere ]
Glencoe Ltd - Facet UK Concessionaire

ks prielension il i Military standard: MIL-STD-461F
* Off Roading Sports = _ . _Test life cycle: 6,000 hrs

* Historic Racing B s

* Historic Rallying

BENEFITS

* Fuel Filtering
. Fuel Pressure Control

{ MHH |

* Clear or Metal Bowl
* Robust Design

_ ' * Proven High Quality
"" ALWAYS BUY ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT

M Historically original equipment with

ALFA ROMEO * BENTLEY * BRITISH LEYLAND * LOTUS EE= Made in the USA BEE= J
RETAIL & TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

TEL: 01784 493 555 Tel: 01784 493 555

Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk
/’ Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk @g

www.glencoeltd.co.uk www.glencoeltd.co.uk

S5 97« MOTORSPORT FUEL PUMPS

-l

SYTOIO0E SYT620EM SYT542EM

SYT420G SYT340G

See the full range available on our website

GLENCO& www.glencoeltd.co.uk

tel: 01784 493 555
email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

17 OCTOBER 2019 ALUTOSPORTLOM 59

MARKETPLACE



MOTORSPORT JOBS

CLASSIFIEDS MOTORSPORT JOBS

RECRUITMENT
DRIVEN BY
PASSION

Find your dream job

Here at Autosport we've been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over
60 years. Today we're launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can:

Find the latest jobs in motorsport

Apply for a job with just one click

Upload your CV and let recruiters find you

Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move

molorsportk
.
mOtDrs DOfthbS.Com Motorsport Jobs

- A Motorsport
Network Company
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MOTORSPORT JOBS

AFORMIDAS . FORMU

ATTER THE CHALLENGE THAT STAND SR
PEOPLE WHO STAND BESIDE US THAT MAKE THE DIFFE 5

OUR ROLES INCLUDE:
PRINCIPAL MECHANICAL DESIGNER -  SENIOR COMPOSITE DESIGNER
SENIOR MECHANICAL DESIGNER - COMPOSITE DESIGNER
MECHANICAL DESIGNER - TYRE ENGINEER
STRESS ENGINEER

At Williams we face every challenge tr.::gr_-*t.fr'rer.

Fighting spirit has been the hallmark of Williams for tive decades. It has allowed us to break
convention, push boundaries and defy the odds to become one of the most successful and storied

teams in racing history.

If, like us, you're open minded, driven to do more and to deliver what they say can't be done, we
have exciting roles within our Engineering Team currently available for you.

It you want to work smarter and tight harder than the competition, you could become part of a
tormidable formula.

ROKiT WILLIAMS RACING

Visit our website at www.williamsfl.com/racing for a list of our vacancies or email your application direct to
HR_WF1@williamsfl.com quoting the job title you have applied for.

17T OCTOBER 2019 AUTOMPORLLD
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British Touring Car
Championship is only
other UK series known
- : to be investigating
hybrid power

Hyrbri power is
being explored |8

=

HYBRID ENGINES FOR F4
AN OPTION AHEAD OF 2021

&

Hedley and O’Sullivan target single-seaters

GINETTA JUNIOR

Newlv-crowned Ginetta Junior
champion James Hedley is
targeting a graduation to single-
seater racing in 2020.

Hedley held a commanding lead
in the Ginetta Junior points going
into the final round at Brands Hatch
last weekend and secured the title
by winning Saturday’s opening race.

He then helped Elite Motorsport
clinch the teams’ championship
with a pair of fifth places in the

JRE1COM 1T OCTOBER 2019

remaining races,

Hedley now plans a programme
of testing in both BRDC British
Formula 3 and British Formula 4
machinery before confirming his
plans for zo20.

“I've got some tests lined up,”
he said. “If I'm honest, we're
more likely to do F4 but we
might test in F3 too.”

Championship runner-up Zak
O’'Sullivan also looks set to switch
to slicks-and-wings, with F4 —
either in Britain or in Europe —

the most likely destination.
“Some sort of F4 series, but I'm
not too sure which team vet or
which country,” said O’Sullivan.
I've seen some people I've raced
in karts go to the Ttalian and
German [championships] — thev've
got very strong grids, European
teams and also vou get to learn
some of the circuits.
“But obviously there’s more
of a price tag on that so we'll
see how it goes financially.”
MARK PAULSON



BRITISH FORMULA 4

British Formula 4 could introduce a hybrid engine

a8 500N as 2021 as a major testing and development
programme will take place between series organisers
and engine supplier Ford next season to assess whether
the technology can be included in the championship.

The latest one-litre, three-cylinder EcoBoost engine,
along with a 48-volt mild-hybrid system, has been
fitted to a current Mygale F4 chassis ahead of a full
vear of evaluation in z020.

Formula 1 is the only single-seater championship
to use hvbrid engines at present, although the new
Olvmpics-style Motorsport Games event will
feature hvbrid-powered F4 cars.

“Tt's a step in the right direction,” said Gerard Quinn,
senior manager at Ford Performance Europe. “We're
going from four cylinders to three cylinders and we
know the engine is good because it's used in the Ra
cars in rallying. But we're under no illusions that
next year is going to be a challenging vear”

New F4 regulations could be introduced by the FIA in
2021, and Quinn believes the engine is well positioned
to adapt to these, for example to overcome the extra
weight of a halo protection device,

“The power is much higher on this engine — we can
g0 up to 200bhp if we need to,” Quinn said. “We have
to keep the championship affordable — we wouldn't
like it to become any more expensive than it is. It's
important to have support from the FIA and
Motorsport UK [with that]”

F4 promoter Sam Roach says 2021 would be a
logical time to introduce the system, provided the
test programme is successful,

“That’s when a new chassis is likely to come in and
it gives us a full vear of development and to make sure
the new FIA regulations are built to allow hybrids
Lthey don’t at present],” he said. “We’re going to be
able to test it in all conditions. In the future, evervone
is going to be driving electric cars in some form
wherever they end up, so it's great to introduce
the technology to them at a voung age.

“There’s been lots of interested people, and they're
fascinated to see how this works.”

STEPHEN LICKORISH

Hedley (left)
and O'Sullivan

NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT

k-
Engine will be tested
throughout 2020

iy

R The move to hid

e 1S gaining interest

Webster plans full campaign

PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB

Former Porsche Carrera Cup GB
champion Josh Webster is planning a
full attack on the series next vear.
The 2014 champion joined the grid
for this season’s second event at
Donington Park and, after taking a
win and a third over that weekend,
was hopeful of launching a title bid,
despite missing the opening races.
But Webster only won two
more races during the rest of the
season and he finished second
behind runaway champion Dan
Harper in the standings.

Webster now wants to contest a
full campaign in 2020 in an attempt
to join Damien Faulkner, Tim Harvey,
James Sutton, Michael Meadows and
Dan Cammish in the ranks of two-
time Carrera Cup GB champions.

“I think I'm going to come back
next yvear,” said Webster, who
spent the previous two years
competing in the Formula
1-supporting Porsche Supercup.
“I'm really enjoying it, which is
the most important thing, and the
sponsors are really enjoving it. Team
Parker Racing are doing a great job.”
STEPHEN LICKORISH
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Chadwu:k and Harvey to

-.-—-——

compete at Walter Hayes

WALTER HAYES TROPHY

W Series champion Jamie Chadwick and
former British Touring Car title winner
'Tim Harvey will both contest the Walter
Haves Trophy Formula Ford extravaganza
at Silverstone next month.

For Chadwick, who is a nominee for the
Aston Martin Autosport Young Driver of
the Year Award, it will be her second
appearerance in the event. As she did in
2017, she will drive with the Ray-equipped
Graham Brunton Racing squad.

“] absolutely loved the first time I did it
two vears ago, and I always said I wanted

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

@ Accident damage On Track
@ Rally damage On Event

@ Storage and Transit

— #—_ - 1-. :

to make sure I raced in it every vear,” said
Chadwick. “Unfortunately last vear it didnt
work out, but I'm really glad I'm able to be
back with Graham this time around.”

Chadwick made the final in 2017, but
an engine issue on the grid meant she was
unable to make an impression in the race.

“It was a no-brainer to come back with
Graham,” she said. “I feel like I can do better
than the first time. I'm doing this for fun,
essentially, but it's going to be very
competitive and I can’t wait.”

The former Ginetta Junior and BRDC
British Formula 3 race winner also believes
that more voung drivers should try their

:! * ol N g -_r !
Harvey will be making _
‘his debut at the WHT

@ Liability
@ Personal Accident
@ Track day

Log on to www.ryanmi.com to obtain your online quote

Email - info@ryanmi.com Tel -

+44 (0) 1799 524202

Chadwick hopes for a
better result this year

hand at FF1600, citing the cars’ raw
mechanical characteristics as an
education for aspiring talent.

“The cars offer such great racing,” said
Chadwick. “They are cheap to run and they
reallv do give you all the lessons you need
to go racing. A manual gearbox, less aero,
heel-and-toe and a clutch, so it's something
I'd definitely recommend.”

Chadwick will join Scottish championship
regulars Steve Barlow and Logan Hannah (an
Arden Young Driver) in GBR's line-up.

Harvey, meanwhile, will be taking part
in his first WHT at the wheel of his Van
Diemen RF81, The 57-year-old, who claimed
the BTCC with BMW in 1992, returned
to single-seaters this year when he bought
back his original car to contest the Classic
Formula Ford 1600 Championship, in
which he is second in the points.

The final round of the series is at the
Formula Ford Festival at Brands Hatch
next week, and Harvey will aim to catch
points leader Rick Morris.

“I've heard lots of great things about the
Walter Hayes Trophy and I'm really looking
forward to taking part,” said Harvey. “I'm
probably going to need some rain to give me
a chance because of the age of the car — and
me too, I'm taking this seriously — I've
even cut down on the amount of cake
I've been eating to negate any weight
disadvantage I might have.”

STEPHEN BRUNSDON & MATT JAMES

\NRYAN

MOTORSPORT INSURANCE

Prver Motorsgort inburssce Lirmited & ar popoinded representative (557805 of Independent Beoking Sclutiors Limited who ane authorized and reguilssed by Bhe Mnancial Conduct Authorty, is Francs fervices Aegaber nembser is 1120206
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IN THE HEADLINES

Impressive debut at Brands for
Blake-Baldwin prompts return

GINETTA GT4 SUPERCUP

GINETTA SECURES NEW DEAL

Ginetta has signed a three-year deal
with TOCA, organiser of the British
Touring Car Championship, meaning
its Ginetta Junior and GT4 Supercup
categories will continue to feature

at BTCC events until the end of 2022,
“Competing on the TOCA package
offers our drivers unrivalled
broadcast and print media

coverage, as well as great exposure to
thousands of fans at each of the race
meetings for themselves, the teams

but I feel like we've ticked that box.”
said Blake-Baldwin. “We haven't got
anything more to prove, so this is
something to get our teeth into.

“AK have done an amazing job to
set the car up. We're just working on
trying to give as much feedback as
possible on how the car’s handling and
we're getting there slowly but surely,
but at the same time I'm learning.

Multiple Mazda MX-5 champion James
Blake-Baldwin made his debut in the
Ginetta GT4 Supercup at Brands
Hatch last weekend, with a view
to a 2020 programme.

In wet conditions, Blake-Baldwin
qualified his AK Motorsport-run car fifth
of the 20-strong entry before scoring a

best finish of fifth in race two.

That was rewarded with a front-row
position for the reversed-grid race three,
but Blake-Baldwin was forced to start from
the pitlane after suffering an intermittent
cut-out on the way to the grid.

“The MX-5s are hugely competitive

Mazda MX-5 champion
took best finish of fifth

A MILLERS oy g

MARK PAULSON

-

91

“I'd love to do [a full season] but it’s
all a money thing. I think some of the
bovs that are racing here this weekend
are the best in the country, extremely
talented, and they’'re certainly putting
me through my paces.”

Neary father-and-son duo team up

BRITISH GT

Britcar and GT Cup race
winner Sam Neary will
graduate to British GT next
vear and join his father Richard
in the Team ABBA Racing
Mercedes-AMG GTa.

The 17-year-old started the
vear in a BMW M3 GTR and
switched to the Mercedes
for the Britcar meeting at
Snetterton in August, when

the father-and-son duo
took both victories,

Nearv Sr has been a British
GT regular since 2016, but
missed much of the 2018
season due to fire damage at
Spa. He took a first British GT
podium at Qulton Park earlier
this year with AMG factory
driver Adam Christodoulou.

Meanwhile, British GT
confirmed last week that 30
cars have been locked in for

next season, out of a maximum
35 permitted entries. Several
GT4 teams have been put on
a waiting list due to a greater-
than-expected interest from
full-season GT'3 teams,

Fifteen spaces had initially
been allocated for GT3 cars
when the entrv process was
opened on 1 October, but this
could change once potential
entries have been evaluated.
JAMES NEWBOLD

and their sponsors,” said Ginetta
chairman Lawrence Tomlinson.

COLBURN'S TRIBUTE

Renault UK Clio Cup driver James
Colburn changed his race number and
carried tribute stickers in memaory of
fellow Historic Racing Drivers’ Club
racer Marc Swaffer for last weekend's
finale at Brands Hatch. Swaffer died
after suffering a suspected heart
attack at Castle Combe earlier this
month. “It was really hard last
weekend [at Combe]" said Colburn.
“The HRDC drivers are a really close
group and | wanted to go out and
race for him in tribute.” Colburn
bagged both poles before finishing
second and third in the Clio races.

PRIAULX WINS IN AMERICA

British GT4 runner-up Seb Priaulx
wan an his Morth American racing
debut at Road Atlanta last weekend
in the two-hour Michelin Pilot
Challenge race for GT4 machinery.
Sharing an identical Multimatic
Motorsport-run Ford Mustang GT4

to the one he used in British GT this
year, Priaulx qualified second and ran
third before handing over to Austin
Cindric, who grabbed the lead late on.

BACK BEHIND THE WHEEL

Former International GT racer David
Gooding had his first race for 14
years when he shared with Nigel
Greensall in last Saturday’s Fun Cup
finale at Qulton Park. They finished
14th in the four-hour race in mixed
conditions, but went away with the
teamn of the day award. Gooding last
drove a Ferrari 360 in Grand-Am, and
has six Daytona races under his belt.

YOUNG DRIVER NOMINATION

Monoposto racer Max Hart has
received a nomination for Motorsport
Ireland’s Young Racing Driver of the
Year award. The 18-year-old finished
runner-up in the Mono Moto 1000
class at the wheel of a Leastone.
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Alfa series has been with
BRSCC for 37 years
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Low grid numbers prompt
move from BRSCC to 750MC

ALFA ROMEO

The Alfa Romeo Championship will move
across to the 750 Motor Club next season,
having run with the British Racing and
Sports Car Club since the series was
founded 37 vears ago.

The Alfa category has suffered shrinking
grids in recent years and organisers hope
that a change in club, along with other
measures, will encourage more entries,

Grids have averaged 15 cars so far this
vear and, at some events, the Alfa Romeos
have been paired up with the struggling

Porsche championship.

In a bid to lower costs, entry fees
will be reduced following the switch
to the 750MC and there will be two
fewer race meetings next year.

“We’ve had an issue the last three

Fresh start for Saloon drivers

CASTLE COMBE

Castle Combe Saloon Car

other series next year.

driving a Mitsubishi Colt Ralliart, and
has also competed in the UK Time

“but if thev don’t clash at all then
I'll do both.”

Peugeot 106 GTi driver Parr, who
championship rivals Simon Thornton-  dominated Class C as well challenging
Norris and Matt Parr intend to race in for overall championship honours
before finishing as runner-up to

Thornton-MNorris clinched his third Thornton-Norris, is keen to try
overall Combe Saloon title last month  his hand in national series.

“I'd love to move on and
do something nationally, like
Attack Championship in a Mitsubishi  Mini Challenge on the TOCA

or four years where our grid numbers
have been going down,” explained Alfa
coordinator Andy Robinson. *We've
been averaging 15 cars, which doesn’t
really make it viable,
“One of the main factors was cost.
We looked at the cost structures
that other racing clubs had and the
750 Motor Club stood out for us. Costs
will go down significantly and we will
reduce the calendar by a couple of rounds
s0 we will now have 14 races from six
meetings, instead of 16 races from eight.”
Robinson says that drivers were
consulted about the move and there was
huge support for a switch to the 750MC.
“Thirty of our 40 registered drivers
replied straight away and 100% were in
favour [of moving to 750MC]," he said.
STEPHEN LICKORISH

Evo. Next year he plans to prioritise
Time Attack.

“Primary would be Evo [and]
Time Attack, and secondarily here
[Combe Saloons],” he told Autosport,
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[ programme],” Parr said.
“A dream is touring cars obviously,
but I don’t have the sort of budget

to do that on my own.”
GRAHAM KEILLOH

Thornton-MNorris is
current Saloon champ

PEARSON PLANS
T0 MOVE AWAY
FROM CLIO CUP

MINI CHALLENGE JCW

Michelin Clio Cup racer Ronan
Pearson will move to the Mini
Challenge JCW class next year.

Pearson has spent the past
two seasons in the Clio category,
which features the third-
generation car, but will now
graduate to the Mini series as it
is set to join the British Touring
Car Championship support bill.

“To be part of a championship
of this stature, especially in a
very highly publicised vear that
2020 will be, really excites me,”
said Pearson.

“I can’t wait to get to grips
with the car and maximise every
lap that I have on track. There’s
no shying away from the fact
that this is a huge step up, it’s
quite the different animal to the
Gen3s Clio and I'll need to alter
my driving style overall but it's
a step I've been ready to make
for the past season now.”

Mini Challenge Cooper Am
class frontrunner Josh Porter
will also graduate to the Pro
class next season.

The 17-vear-old has had an
impressive first season of car
racing and retains an outside
chance of winning the Am title
at the Snetterton season finale
this weekend. Porter will
continue to drive for the
Excelr8 squad in 2020.
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Return of the Mac

It’s been 21 years since anyone has won a British GT crown driving a McLaren, but

they came the closest this year since 1998. Surely another title isn’t far away...

JAMES NEWBOLD

cLaren fans remember the 1098 season with relish
as the vear Mika Hakkinen prevailed in dramatic
M circumstances over Michael Schumacher at
Suzuka. But it was also a significant vear for
MeLaren in sportscars, as Tim Sugden and Pink
Floyd manager Steve O’Rourke gave the F1 GTR the perfect
send-off by winning the British GT Championship's GT1class.

Remarkably, it remains the last time that a McLaren won
a British GT' title, but this vear the manufacturer came closer
than ever to changing that — despite not scoring any points
in GT3until the fourth race of the vear.

MecLaren won the fiercely competitive Blancpain Endurance
Cupin 2016 withits previous-generation 6505 GT3, driven by an
all-proline-up comprising Rob Bell, Come Ledogar and Shane van
Gisbergen, but the 6508 never quite hit the same heightsin pro-
am racing and only managed two British GT wins, the most recent
at Doningtonin 2016. Drivers frequently complained that it was
skittish at the limit, so the comfort of amateur drivers was a key
design consideration forits replacement, the new-for-2019 72085,

One example was entered this year in British GT by Balfe
Motorsport for Bell and 2003 runner-up Shaun Balfe. But having
received the car relatively late, Balfe was cautious about their
prospects as a single-car team learning a virtually unraced car.
That proved prescient when the 7205 developed a mysterious

“1998 was the year Sugden and
O’Rourke gave the McLaren F1
GTR the pertect send-oft”

electrical glitch at the Oulton Park opener that could not be
fixed on site, and appeared to have ended their title hopes
almost before the season had even started.

Matters didn’t improwve in the next round at Snetterton, when
Bell lost a potential podium in race one after Seb Morris's Bentley
knocked Tom Jackson’s GT 4 McLaren into his path and resulted
in a puncture, That was remedied with a first podium in race two
but, having opened the vear with three non-scores, Bell and Balfe
were already 65 points behind table-topping double Snetterton
winners Phil Keen and Adam Balon,

Few could have predicted that a final-round victory at
Donington would put Bell and Balfe above the Lamborghini pair
into third in the final standings and just five points behind the
championship-winning TF Sport Aston Martin of Jonny Adam

and Graham Davidson. With four podiums in the final six races,
the 72085 outscored evervbody during that period. But even
including those disastrous earlv-season races, the seemingly
impaossible could still have materialised.

It was in the third event at Silverstone where the car’s true
potential first shone through, as Balfe qualified just 0.034s
off the pace in the am session, and put Davidson under stern
pressure in the race’s opening stint. As the different strategies
played out, Balfe was still in contention for victory approaching
the final driver change when a problem with the door seal —
which had been damaged by debris — meant Bell had to take
a10s stop-go penalty for refuelling with the door open.

That demoted him to sixth, and as concern mounted over a
niggling fuel pressure issue, the team decided to retire the car
with eight laps remaining. Balfe admitted afterwards that
without the penalty they would have pressed on, but preserving
the car for Donington two weeks later was deemed a bigger
concern. He could have had no idea that Adam would then crash
out of the lead or that the JRM Bentlev would get disqualified
from third for running underweight, which would have promoted
Bell to fourth — and 18 points — had he kept going...

By contrast, the 72058 little cousin, the 57085, has been
established in GT4 for several vears, racking up its first
of 12 British GT class wins to date with Sandy Mitchell
and Claran Haggerty at Snetterton in 2016.

After falling just two points short in 2018 with Tolman
Motorsport pair Charlie Fagg and Michael O'Brien, there was
great expectation from the team upon the shoulders of Clio
Cup runner-up James Dorlin and Formula Ford Festival winner
Josh Smith this year, But their misfortune in 2019 could almost
rival the travails of the Baudelaire children.

Second on their debut at Qulton Park, they were then incorrectly
penalised (a case of mistaken identity) for pitlane speeding in race
two, Second again in the opening race at Snetterton, Dorlin had
charged from 20th to the top 10 inrace two, only for Smithto
suffer a gear-selectionissue when he was pushed back into the
fast lane and hold up a GT3 car, which resulted in another penalty.

And that’s before the consecutive DNFs while leading at
Silverstone, Donington and Spa — where Dorlin shot from fourth
to the lead on lap one — are factored into the mix. Only at Spa
could blame be attached to Smith who, understandably eager to
stop the rot, was perhaps too aggressive in his defence on Tom
Canning. Victory at Brands Hatch was a small consolation.

Both Dorlin and Smith are optimistic of remaining within the
McLaren family next vear and, if thev do return to GT4 in 2020,
it would be a brave man who would bet against them finally
giving McLaren that long-overdue title, %
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Young is number one as
Coates just misses out

L)L

-
Young (62) dives past Colburn to
take race two win and seal the title

RENAULT UK CLIO CUP

There has been no shortage of penalties
during a frantic Renault UK Clio Cup
season, but few had the significance

of the one awarded to Jack Young in

the first race at Brands Hatch.

Young was handed a drivethrough for
overlapping Anton Spires on a safety-
car restart, a move not permitted by
the regulations. As he didn’t visit the
pits before the end of the race, it was
converted into a 30-second time
penalty. Suddenly, a solid fourth place
behind Brett Lidsey, James Colburn
and chief title rival Max Coates
became a 12th. Suddenly, a decent lead
over Coates became a one-point deficit.

After being hit by former team-mate

Despite Coates's best efforts,
he just missed out on crown
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Jade Edwards at Silverstone, Coates

knew it would be a tough ask to take the
title and he was shocked by the change in
fortunes. But his race wasn’t straightforward
either as he dropped back at the start,

“My clutch failed on the way to the line
so the car was off at the start,” he admitted.
“My start was horrendous as [ had my foot
on the brake because of the clutch problem.”

That left it all to play for in the finale but
Young had a significant advantage — he was
starting third while Coates was 10th as a
chaotic qualifyving session that featured
multiple red flags prevented him from
improving as the track dried.

Young made the most of his better grid
position as he took second at Druids, while
Coates was up to fifth. But a lengthy safety
car was then needed to hix barriers after Ben
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Colburn was punted off as the cars
concertinaed out of Druids. During
the caution, Coates was furiously
gesturing as he believed that Aaron
Thompson had passed him after
the safety-car boards emerged and
wanted the places to be swapped.

His frustration then grew because
another safety car was needed instantly
as Luke Warr and Ethan Hammerton
tangled at Clearways, leaving just
a four-lap dash to the flag and little
time for Coates to pass Young.

While Coates quickly rose to
second, Young was also on the
move, grabbing the lead from double
polesitter James Colburn at Surtees
to seal the title with a win.

“I can’t really tell you what it means,

[ can’t describe it,” Young smiled. “We
won the championship and we won
the final race, it's unbelievable. I nearly
went off about 20 times but 1 managed
to keep my head calm.”

Coates lamented: “It’s been barmy.
Starting from 10th, it was never going to
be easy. Evervthing that could’ve fallen
into Jack’s hands did in that race.”

After a season of such tight margins, it
was fitting that the final gap between the
two was just five points as the Clio Cup
departed the British Touring Car support
package in style. And with another of its
regular features over the years: a Clio on
its roof, Thompson bowing to the crowd
after a penultimate-lap incident.
STEPHEN LICKORISH
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Hedley crowned but Martin stars

GINETTA JUNIOR

Will Martin produced a stunning drive
from the back of the grid to win the
final Ginetta Junior race, after James
Hedley had wrapped up the title
with victory in race one.

Martin, whose tally of nine wins is
unmatched this season, crashed out
of a wet and gloomy race two — won by
Lorcan Hanafin — which finished after
sunset on Saturday. That left him 19th
on the grid for Sunday’s encounter.

A couple of safety-car periods assisted
Martin’s progress as he joined the lead
pack before performing a cutback on

Hedley at Paddock and taking the lead
from Hanafin at Druids on the final
racing lap before another safety car
was replaced with red flags.

“The team [Richardson Racing] did a
perfect job of getting the car back together

in under three hours,” said Martin. “I didn’t

think I was racing today but my sponsor
said just try and get the car repaired and
g0 out for a bit of fun. We went out
with a joke: ‘P1 would be nice’!”

Hedley had clinched the title with a win
from pole position in race one, as Elite
Motorsport team-mate James Taylor
kept him honest throughout.

MARK PAULSON
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Webster ends season on a high

PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB

Before the Brands finale, only George
Gamble at Silverstone had denied
champion Dan Harper a race-one
Porsche Carrera Cup GB win. But
Josh Webster joined that elite group
with an impressive victory in Kent.

Webster qualified on pole and was
never headed throughout a race held
in tricky damp conditions, but had
Harper right on his tail.

“I think we went a little too high on
tyre pressures and a bit soft on rollbars,
so we were really quick at the start, but
[ was trying to manage the tyres at the

end,” Webster admitted. “It was really
tough — even though it's not warm,

I had sweat dripping down my eves!”
Harper surged from seventh on the
grid to second, surviving a moment after
contact with Dan Vaughan at Hawthorn.
But he was later demoted to fourth
for a robust mowve on Tio Ellinas at
Druids. “Tt was good just going out

there to enjoyv myself — and 1
definitely did that!” Harper said.

Harper enjoved race two even more as
he jumped polesitter Ross Wylie around
the outside of Paddock Hill Bend to add
one final win to a remarkable season.
STEPHEN LICKORISH

RENAULT UK CLID CUP

Race 1 (12 laps) 1 Brett Lidsey,; 2 James Colburm
+0.5595; 3 Max Coates,; 4 Jamie Bond; 5 Ben
Colbum; 6 Nathan Edwards. Fastest lap

J Colbum Im51.089s (78.85mph).

Pole J Colburn. Starters 14,

Race 2 (14 laps) 1 Jack Young; 2 Coates
+2.800s; 3 J Colburn; 4 Edwards; 5 Anton Spires;
& Lidsey, FL Young 1m50,348s (79 38mph).

P JColbum. § 14.

Points 1 Young 362; 2 Coates 357; 2 Band 312;
4 Lidsey 301; 5 B Colburn 241; 6 Ethan
Hammerton 234,

GINETTA JUNIOR

Race 1 (7 laps) 1 James Hedley; 2 James Taylor
+0,718s; 3 Will Martin; 4 Ethan Brooks; 5 Zak

O’ Sullivan; 6 Lorcan Hanafin. FL Martin 2m01.579s
(72.05mph). P Hedley. $23.

Race 2 |8 laps) 1 Hanafin; 2 Taylor +0.134s; 3
Brooks; 4 Joal Pearson; 5 Hedley; & Gustav Burten.
FL Brooks 2m04.6535 (70.2Tmph). P Hedley. 5 23.
Race 3 (7 laps) 1 Martin; 2 Hanafin +0.581s;

3 Brooks; 4 Ethan Hawkey; 5 Hedley; & Taylor, FL
Hedley 2m03.494s (70.53mph). P Hanafin. § 23.
Points 1 Hedley 680; 2 O'Sullivan 591, 3 Martin
530; 4 Hanafin 480; 5 Taylor 461; 6 Casper
Stevenson 427,

PDORSCHE CARRERACUP GB

Race 1 (17 laps) 1 Josh Webster; 2 George
Gamble +1.072s; 3 Tio Ellinas; 4 Dan Harper;

5 Ross Wylie; 6 Seb Perez. FL Harper 1m39.733s
(87.83mph). P Webster. S 22.

Race 2 (17 laps) 1 Harper; 2 Ellinas +1.087s;

3 Gamble; 4 Webster; 5 Wylie; 6 Lewis Plato, FL
Harper 1m28.301s (99.20mph). P Wylie. S 22,
Points 1 Harper 159; 2 Webster 114; 3 Gamble
113; 4 Plato 94, & Perez 57; 6 Dan Vaugnan 51,

BRITISH FORMULA 4

Race 1 (10 laps) 1 Zane Maloney; 2 Luke
Browning +1.172s; 3 Sebastian Alvarez; 4 Alex
Connor; 5 Bart Horsten; 6 Carter Williams. FL
Maloney 1md1.533s [86.2Tmph). P Connor, 5 13.
Race 2 (10 laps) 1 Alvarez; 2 Horsten +3.506s;

3 Browning; 4 Connor; 5 Maloney; 6 Louis Foster.
FL Foster Im44.754s (83.62mph). P Horsten. § 13,
Race 3 (12 laps) 1 Maloney; 2 Browning +1.260s;
3 Connor; 4 Josh Skelton; S Horsten; 6 Foster. FL
Williams 1m33.476s (93.71mph). P Connor. § 13.
Points 1 Maloney 427; 2 Alvarez 407;

3 Foster 353; 4 Skelton 326.5; 5 Horsten 275.5;

& Browning 268.5.

GINETTA GT4 SUPERCUP

Race 1 (10 laps) 1 Harry King; 2 Will Burns
+11.286s; 3 Carlito Miracco; 4 Tom Hibbert;

5 Reece Somerfield; & Simon Rudd. FL King
1m42.101s (85.79mph). P Burns. S 20.

Race 2 (15 laps) 1 King; ? Burns +1.104s;

3 Hibbert; 4 Rudd; 5 James Blake-Baldwin;

& Fin Green. FL King 1m41.180s (86.5Tmph).

P King. § 20,

Race 3 (13 laps) 1 Hibbert: 2 Burns +0.364s;

3 King; 4 Rudd, 5 Somerfield; & Nathan Heathcote.
FL Bums 1m31.397s (95.84mph). P Green. S 19
Points 1 King 627; 2 Burns 614; 3 Hibbert 560,
4 Somerfield 422; 5 Miracco 369; 6 Rudd 266.

For full results visit: tsl-timing.com
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Maloney seals
the title with
Brands brace

BRITISH FORMULA 4

It was appropriate that the two leading
British Formula 4 title contenders should
share the spoils at the Brands Hatch finale.
But two of those wins went to Zane
Maloney, meaning it was the Barbados-
born driver who left triumphant.

Given that Maloney and chief rival
Sebastian Alvarez arrived in Kent tied on
points, a nailbiting conclusion was always
in prospect. And sure enough, the title
pendulum swung between the two of
them throughout the weekend.

Initially, it was advantage Maloney.

The Carlin driver made a brilliant start
and attempted a bold move around the
outside of Alvarez’s Double R Racing
team-mate Louis Foster into Paddock Hill
Bend. There was slight contact between
the two as Foster attempted to defend
the place, and that sent Foster off into the
gravel. His slim title hopes were over.

From there Maloney controlled the race
after a lengthy safety-car period to take
a crucial win, from Luke Browning and
Alvarez in third, Maloney therefore
grabbed a 10-point lead.

“] got a really good start — and I thought
I would just go for it,” said a delighted
Malonev. “T don't have anvthing to lose,
well, I do, but if I raced like that [not going
far mowves] T wouldn’t achieve anvthing.

I think he tried to squeeze me a bit and I
was in the gravel and had nowhere to go.”

But in race two it was Alvarez’s turn to
make a strong getaway and he powered into
the lead from the partially reversed grid.
That race followed a similar pattern —
Alvarez took the win but Maloney struggled

Alvarez (94) managed EE
to win the second race

Maloney (31) has
been the class of the
field in F4 during 2019

to make any progress as he came home fifth.

It didn’t initially look like Alvarez
would get to keep the victory after he was
awarded a 10-second penalty for a false
start. That was soon rescinded, however,
giving the Mexican a five-point advantage
heading into the final race.

Again, Maloney made a brilliant launch
in the finale, jumping from fifth to second,
and that soon became the lead as Foster ran
slightly wide, with the drivers struggling on
wet tvres on a rapidly drying track, before
going on to win the championship in style.

“T didn’t want to win it in any other way
than winning the race — it’s amazing,”

ol
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said the delighted title winner.

“My tyres were completely finished
and I was trying to keep it on the wetter
bits. I was just trving to bring it home
and not put it in the fence!™

As Malonev became the fourth Carlin
driver to win the title in five years, Alvarez’s
race unravelled. He ran fifth initiallv before
running wide at Stirlings and dropping to
seventh. A few laps later his hopes were
over as [lames appeared from his car.

It was a disappointing end following a
season that has featured no shortage of
ups and downs for the leading contenders.
STEPHEN LICKORISH
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King joins Ginetta GT4 royalty with championship

GINETTA GT4 SUPERCUP

The Ginetta GT4 Supercup title fight
may have been close coming into

the weekend, but its destiny was
rarely in doubt as Harry King
dominated the races.

King’s closest challenger, Will Burns,
boosted his own chances by claiming
pole position by just 0.05 seconds
on a drying track. But in worsening
conditions, King pulled off a breathtaking
outside pass at Graham Hill Bend

on the opening lap of the first race to
take a crushing 115 win.

Burns was best of the rest but admitted
he “had no answer” to King with too stiff
a set-up, adding that the margin of victory
was “a bit embarrassing”,

The order was unchanged in race two,
but Burns was at least able to keep his Rob
Boston Racing car in touch with King's
Elite Motorsport-prepared machine to set
up a title decider in the finale.

Realistically, Burns needed to win the
reversed-grid race with King outside
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the top six. Starting together on row
three, the pair benefited from the absence
of front-row men Fin Green and James
Blake-Baldwin but, perversely, that
probably made Burns's job harder.

Behind leader Tom Hibbert, King
dived inside Simon Rudd for second,
with Burns also passing Rudd. On the
resumption after a lengthy safety-car
period, Burns latched on to King and
passed him into Surtees on the final
lap, but could not catch pre-weekend
title outsider Hibbert.

“It feels awesome to finally get a
car-racing championship to my name,”
said 18-year-old King.

“When vou do get two or three wins
on the bounce, it's easy to get distracted
and think yvou can go into weekends
without the same preparation and do
well, but I've been putting in so much
work outside the track.”

For Burns, it was a second fnal-round
defeat in four vears after losing out to
Tom Wrigley in 2016. But while Wrigley
let his 24-point lead slip to just three,
King was resolute.

“I was putting loads of pressure
on Tom Wrigley and I think he was
struggling a bit, but Harry seems to
hold his head,” said Burns, whose
grace in defeat typified a hard-fought
contest with no ill feeling.

MARK PAULSON

AM CLASS BOILS OVER AS HEATHCOTE AND WHITE COLLIDE - TWICE

The simmering battle in the GT4 Supercup's
Am class reached boiling point in a tumultuous
season finale as the title protagonists twice
crashed into each other.

“He just went for a real last-lap, last-corner
lunge and took us both out,” said Nathan
Heathcote after he and points leader Colin
White ended race one in the Clark Curve gravel.

“He braked really, really early,” retorted
White, the championin 2015 and 2016,

“s0 | pulled across and went down the
inside of him. But when | got halfway
he then turned in on me.”

The clerk of the course sided with Heathcote,
slapping White with two penalty points on his
licence and the loss of six championship points
- a net result almost the same as if one-time
British Rallycross champion Heathcote had
won with White second.

The contest took a bizarre turnin race two
as White edged the battle despite exiting his car
following contact on the startline when he cut

across Heathcote's bows and spun into the
barriers after a blistering getaway. Fearing his race
was over, White got out to inspect the damage,
before taking advantage of the resulting safety
car when he realised he could continue.

“| just hopped in the car, started up and chased
after the safety car!” said the three-time Hot Rod
world champion. Benefiting from two more safety
cars, White passed Heathcote for fourth in class on
the final lap, as the pair ran side by side - cleanly
- around Druids, Graham Hill Bend and Surtees,

White held a five-point advantage going into the
final race. Thinking second place and fastest lap
would be enough, he didn't resist Heathcote's pass
at Surtees on the penultimate lap. But White had
reckoned without a 10s penalty, dropping him
to fourth in class, issued for a breach of starting
procedure - he took up his grid slot despite being
last away on the green-flag lap. When polesitter
Fin Green hit trouble, White was caught out by
the length of the delayed start, having jumped
out to remove some blanking tape as his engine

White (78) and
Heathcote (50)
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temperature was dangerously high.

It was a fittingly strange finish to a chaotic
tussle between the pair.

“I'm so glad | managed to get it done in the
end,” said a relieved Heathcote. “It's been a
bit of an up-and-down weekend. I'm glad |
managed to beat him fair and square on track,
regardless of whether he had a penalty.”
MARK PAULSON
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Lisseter (T1) took
his first Locost win,
then added a second

TR

:':%; |

-

-

"% = =
- .

- i
T

_-—-—"-'-"_-._-

L

* ) .,

= TR .
By 2T

REPORTS

i —
p——— 2

Maiden winners battle through tricky conditions

SNETTERTON
750MC
12-13 OCTOBER

Snetterton’s sinuous 300 circuit played host
as more 750 Motor Club 8oth anniversary
champions were crowned in largely damp
and blustery conditions.

But breakthrough race victories for
Locost and Fiooo freshmen Jonathan
Lisseter and Robert Welham made the
weekend equally memorable. Confidence
buoved, they both doubled up for wins —
in Welham'’s case in a sensational finale,
Lisseter had previously bested at sixth,
but his ability to make his SRB entry
walk on water either side of Saturday's
safety-car interlude stunned rivals.

“All those vears of Club 100 karting on
slick tyres have finally paid off,” said the
Romford man, who — following a grassy
scare at Agostini before the hiatus — coolly
denied poleman and title protagonist Louis

Welham (5) had to hold
off Watton in the final
F1000 race to win

T2 AUTOSPORTLCOM 17 OCTOBER 2019

Wall in a one-lap dash to the chequer,
becoming the season’s seventh winner.

Tom Gadd needed a top-five finish on
Saturday to clinch the title but, with the
job seemingly done, slid off at Oggies and
returned a deflated 11th. “1 had a quiet night,
talking to nobody,” said the Lincolnshire
lad, for whom eighth on Sunday would
now be sufficient. That looked a tall order
when, having swept into the lead from
fourth on the grid, he careered off at
Wilson hairpin seconds later,

“T thought, ‘No, no, no}, when I couldn’t
stop on the grass, but didn’t hit anything
and refocused,” he said. Seventh at the end
of the lap signalled Gadd's determination.
Fifth by mid-race, he settled for sixth,
punching the air as he crossed the line as
champion. Meanwhile, Lisseter grabbed
the lead from David Mason into Riches
and stormed away. Murray Shepherd and
Wall, recovering from a Riches moment,
deposed Mason to join Locost Mazda

aspirant Lisseter on the podium.

Avon control-tyre choice proved crucial
across the Fio00 triple-header. Dan Clowes
and Matthew Booth on wets got the drop on
Saturday’s slick-shod polesitter Michael
Watton. Clowes won from Booth, with
Booth’s vanquished title rival Lee Morgan
third from Suffolk teenager Welham, whose
slicks rapidly “turned on” towards the end.

Sunday’s encounters were crackers too.
Welham rounded Watton to score his first
win in “proper tricky” conditions in the
morning. Morgan and a clutchless Booth
grabbed second and third after Agostini
caught Clowes out. Welham’s jaw-dropping
outside pass on Morgan at Riches coloured
the finale, for which slicks were de rigueur.
“] knew I had the grip,” said Welham, who
resisted relentless pressure from Watton
to win by 0.09 seconds.

Bikesports champion Joe Stables swapped
his Class B Radical SRy tor tather Richard’s
Class A PR6, but Josh Smith and Charles
Hall — who clashed at OQulton Park last
time out — won the races. Hall's SRa-
replacement Spire was sidelined by a
broken chain, which ceded the Class A
title to Smith (PR6) in the opener. Hall
howled away from Smith in race two.

Darren Berris won both packed Armed
Forces Race Challenge bouts in his burbling
Rover V8-powered Westfield. Fellow RAF
stalwart Chris Slator (Peugeot 306) snatched
the title on a complex index of performance
calculation that rewards consistency.
Renault Clio drivers chased Berris,
with Ben Williams and local car dealer
Ray Honeybone posting seconds.

Paul Bovd blitzed Sport Specials in his
Eclipse, Cautious pursuer Andy Hiley
{Chronos) secured the title in Saturday’s



SNETTERTON

WEEKEND WINNERS

LOCOST
Races 1 & 2 Jonathan Lisseter

Fi000

Race 1 Dan Clowes
Races 2 & 3 Rob Welham

BIKESPORTS
Race 1 Josh Smith (Radical PRG)
Race 2 Charles Hall (Spire GT3)

ARMED FORCES RACE CHALLENGE
Races 1 & 2 Darren Berris (Westfield V&)

SPORT SPECIALS
Races 1 & 2 Paul Boyd (Eclipse SM1)

CLIO 1825
Race 1 Ryan Polley
Race 2 James Bark

BMW CAR CLUE RACING
Race 1 David Kempton (E36 M3)
Race 2 Niall Bradley (E46 M3)

CLASSIC STOCK HATCH
Race 1 Andrew Thorpe (Citroen AX GTI)
Race 2 Matt Rozier (Peugeot 205 GTi}

HOT HATCH
Race 1 Gary Prebble (Honda Civic)
Race 2 Ben Rushworth (Honda Integra DC2)

ROADSPORTS
Michael Price (Porsche Cayman GT4 Clubsport)

CLUB ENDURO
Carl Swift/Rob Baker (SEAT Lean Supercopa)

For full results visit: theresultslive.co.uk

contest, in which Isle of Wight commuter
Steven Wells (SubZero) was a fine third.
Stuart Thompson finally landed a Class B
win, on countback, after a terrific Sunday
scrap with David Winter and Chris Pyke.

The Clio 182 season ended
disappointingly; both races were halted
after lap-one incidents, then decided over
three laps. Saturday’s gave Ryan Polley the
second chance he needed to claim the
crown from James Bark after a poor initial
getawav. Polley sat out Sunday, in which
Bark beat Don de Graaff,

A big BMW field was an aural delight,
Dave Kempton and debutant Niall Bradley
winning in contrasting M3s as Cup class

racer Matt Page (325Ti) emerged champion.

Hot and Classic Stock Hatch title
fights will be resolved at Silverstone on
27 October. In the latter, Andrew Thorpe
and his 1400cc Citroen AX prevailed
in Sunday’'s soggy opener as 1600¢cc
Vauxhalls, Peugeots and Fords scrabbled
tor grip. Later, Matt Rozier’s first win this
term postponed Lee Scott’s celebrations,
MARCUS PYE
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ENDURANCE RACES PROVIDE THE DRAMA

Endurance races have been part of the
750 Motor Club’s sporting programme
since the inaugural Birkett Six Hour
Team Relay run at Silverstone in 1951.

In recent seasons, mini-enduros
have peppered its championship
meetings, large entries satisfying racing
members and teams' aspirations of
greater track time while offsetting
the rising cost of circuit hire,

Saturday's Roadsports Series event
attracted 40-plus entrants, ranging from
a Vauxhall Nova GTE and Mazda MX-5s
through SEAT Leons and a plethora
of BMW M-series models to Michael
Price’s Porsche Cayman GT4 Clubsport,
effectively the polesitter after Luke
Sedzikowski/David Whitmore (BMW M4)
used qualifying for Club Enduro practice.

There was drama at the start when
David Drinkwater’s VW Corrado on P3
stalled and was clipped by fourth-row
starter Matt Wallis's SEAT, but the
45-minute race went on. Graham
Crowhurst’s “anti-camouflage” liveried
BMW E46 M3 led from the start, but
invitee Dave Kempton (E326 M3) and Paul
Cook (E46 M3) growled ahead to their
mandatory stops, whereupon Price
steamed ahead. The green Porsche outran
its German compatriots to the chequered
flag, finishing almost 35 seconds clear of
Cook, with Kempton and Crowhurst
behind. Leon Bidgway upheld local

Swift and Baker won
two-hour Club Enduro

4 e
T - -
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B went to Price in

Porsche Cayman

marque Lotus’s honour with fifth in his
Exige, pursued by Lee Piercey’s BMW 328i.

Price’s co-driver, 2011 British GT4
champion Marcus Clutton, planted the
Cayman on pole for Sunday's two-hour
Club Enduro, but Silverstone victor Joe
Taylor discovered that dry tyres worked
increasingly well on his Exige 53 as the
drizzle abated. He qualified second, 3.06s
adrift, with Carl Swift/Rob Baker (Area
Motorsport SEAT Leon) and Darren Ball
(E46 M3) well in touch. Taylor drove
brilliantly on the same rubber to stay
within 50s of Clutton over the first hour,
knowing that Price would have to serve
a 30s stop-and-go Pro driver penalty in
the second half for Clutton’s work.

Price initially stopped under a safety
car, which contravened regulations,
thus had to repeat the exercise. Taylor
had carved several seconds per lap out
of his advantage and had just passed
the Porsche when he was hit with a
similar imposition for a tight overtake
under yellow flags. All the while Baker
was growling round metronomically
out front in the SEAT.

Taylor came up 15.76s short, crucially
two places ahead of championship class
rivals Sedzikowski/Whitmore in fourth. A
lap down, Darren Ball (BMW E92 M3) was
fifth from Paul Huxley (SEAT Supercopaj.

Matt Maxted/Ben Salmon (E36 M3} -
whao had outpaced John La Master/Craig
Denman (Lotus Elise] and points leader
Steve Cheetham (Porsche Boxster) for Class
B pole - enjoyed a superb run to seventh,
clear of Pip Hammond (Porsche Boxster).
Cheetham weathered a tyre nightmare,
but charged back to third in class as the
circuit dried. Darren Anderson/Philipp
MNagel (BMW 330) won class C from Darren
Kell (Mazda MX-5) by 0.84s after 44 laps.
MARCUS PYE
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REVIEW BRITISH GT

ADAM TEACHES DAVIDSON

TO MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

Faced with a new team-mate and a new car to defend his crown with,

Jonny Adam coached both on side for a remarkable fourth title

JAMES NEWBOLD

PHOTOGRAPHY

hat the 2019 British GT championship ended in
acrimonious fashion outside the Donington Park
stewards’ office was a shame. As everyone waited

to find out whether Dennis Lind would be punished
for punting champion=-elect Jonny Adam’s TF

Sport Aston Martin out of fourth place with minutes to go —
provisionally handing the title to Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini
pair Jonny Cocker and Sam de Haan — the efforts of Adam and
Graham Davidson to overturn a s4-point deficit in the final

four races were temporarily overshadowed.

Rightfully, the stewards intervened to reinstate Adam and
Davidson to fifth, which had the effect of giving them the
championship by just 2.5 points. In a year of iine margins, the 0.0825
by which Adam beat Cocker to third in race one at Snetterton’s Mav

T
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round was one of many small details that decided the outcome.

In the first year for the new Aston Martin Vantage GT3,
which proved sensitive to slight changes in temperature and
required much greater commitment than its predecessor from the
drivers to get the most out of its aero, it was hardly surprising that
results didn’t come immediately. “Tt definitely needs a verv gentle
touch to get the best lap times out of it,” explains Davidson. “I was
confusing mysell with what I should be doing and what the car
could do.” Davidson wasn’t the only one, with team-mate Mark
Farmer a shadow of his 2018 level all vear after being concussed
in a heavy Silverstone testing accident.

At the Oulton Park opener, TF made sweeping changes after
every session in pursuit of a set-up that worked, but to no
avail. Matters only got worse in race two as Davidson



T

Brands win put
Adam/Davidson just
six points off
standings lead

crashed out of sixth on the final lap.

A first podium next time out at Snetterton hinted at things to
come, but Adam’s tangle with Chad McCumbee’s Ford Mustang
(T4 while leading at Silverstone — which put them out of the race
— was another massive setback. That made Davidson’s response at
Donington Park all the more significant. Knowing that nothing
but victory would do to keep his hopes alive, he converted his
first am pole position into a lead they would never lose from
the McLaren 7208 of Rob Bell and Shaun Balfe.

“The hig difference this year is I've got a lot more self-confidence
and I'm a lot more relaxed in the way I approach a race weekend,”
Davidson says. “I've learned a lot from Jonny — he's very relaxed,
doesn’t let anvthing get him out of kilter and knows how to get
me focused on the right things. Max [Martin, Davidson’s former
co-driver]| was good at telling me how to drive fast, but Jonny
has got my head in the right place.”

Spa was another disappointing weekend for the duo, who
came away an unrepresentative eighth after Davidson was penalised
for minor contact with a backmarker and Adam had to nurse the
car home with no rear brakes. But Davidson again responded well
at Brands Hatch, crucially passing polesitter Balfe at the start,
which put them just six points behind points leaders Phil Keen
and Adam Balon heading to the finale at Donington. Once Barwell
driver Balon was sidelined by a toe-link failure, Davidson just
had to ensure that Adam emerged ahead of Cocker, and duly
managed to create the 20s gap needed to negate their >

BRITISH GT REVIEW

AUTOSPORT’'S TOP 5 GT3 DRIVERS

[

PHIL KEEN

Getting Balon to challenge for the title in his first year in GT3 machinery

was a huge achievement. Keen was dominant at Snetterton,

opportunistic when he needed to be - see Brands Hatch - and faultless
all season. Not for the first time, he would have been a worthy champion.

GRAHAM DAVIDSON

Firing it off on the final lap at
Oulton Park was clumsy and
he picked up a potentially
costly penalty for contact at Spa,
but responded brilliantly to
Silverstone disappointment
with Donington pole, and won
Brands by beating Balfe off the
line. A far more rounded
package than in 2018.

SHAUN BALFE

It’s difficult to quantify his
performance as the only
McLaren runner, but Balfe was
every bit a match for the other ams
from Silverstone on. Ended the year
with two poles and the most
dominant stint of the year at
Donington. A case of what

could have been had the 7205
worked at Oulton Park.

JONNY ADAM

Blotted his copybook with a

rare accident at Silverstone

while battling for victory, but
was the only pro to make an am
look completely comfortable in
the new Aston Martin Vantage.
Once again, he showed a calm
head under massive pressure in
the Donington finale, despite
Lind's best efforts.

Earned his first series win

at Qulton with well-judged

moves on Farmer and Neary,
and unlucky to lose big points
through no fault of his own in
first-lap contact at Silverstone and
Spa, and being spun out at
Snetterton. Ended the year as
champion on the road, but the
stewards ruled otherwise.,
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REVIEW BRITISH GT

pitstop penalty for their success at Brands.

De Haan and Cocker only won once, in the second race at Oulton
Park, but consistent scoring kept them in the title hunt, despite
de Haan being spun out at Snetterton by Dominic Paul’'s BMW, on
the first lap at Silverstone (by Balon), and again at Spa (by Oulton
winner Rick Parfitt Jr's JRM Bentley). But the real bodvblow to their
hopes came on the final lap at Brands Hatch. With the Barwell
Lambos running line astern in fourth and fifth, Keen passed Cocker
around the outside at the fast Hawthorn Bend, which resulted in
Cocker lifting and losing another three spots in one go, dropping
to eighth. Even had he finished seventh, the extra three points
would have given him and de Haan the title.

Two non-scores for Keen and Balon in the final three races,
including a crash at Spa, dropped them to fourth behind Donington
winners Bell and Balfe, who were just five points off the title despite
an electrical glitch forcing them to withdraw from Oulton.

Although it ended disappointingly, it was still an impressive first
vear in GT3s for Balon, his undoubted highlight a double win at
Snetterton alongside benchimark Lambo driver Keen, who didn’t
put a foot wrong all year but, as usual, couldn’t buy any luck.

YOUNG FACE CANNING TURNS
OUT TO BE A DAB HAND

wo non-scores at Qulton Park hardly sounds

like the ideal start to a British GT title-winning

T campaign. But much hike their GT3 counterparts,
TF Sport pair Tom Canning and Ash Hand recovered
from a rough start to seal a perfect double.

TF’s expansion into GT4 with two new Aston Martin Vantage
(GT4s hit a few snags in the off-season. Hand, runner-up to Ash
Sutton in the 2015 Renault UK Clio Cup, was the third driver
announced to partner unheralded 17-year-old Canning after deals
with Alex Toth-Jones and Rory Collingbourne fell through. Hand
had only 10 wet laps of testing under his belt before round one.

“When we put them together, we didn’t think it wasa
championship-winning pairing straight away,” TF Sport chief
Tom Ferrier admits, “But they soon turned into that.”

While Canning instantly clicked with the Aston in his second
season of GTs, Hand took a little longer to adapt his driving style,

GT3 TOP 6 POINTS
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But after collecting accident damage in both races at Oulton, they
rebounded at Snetterton with the car’s first podiwm in race two.
Fourth at Silverstone — at the expense of the Multimatic
Motorsport Mustang of Seb Priaulx and Scott Maxwell, docked
30 seconds for driving too slowly in the pits — and fifth at
Donington was followed by a first win at Spa, after Canning
doggedly tracked Josh Smith’s Tolman Motorsport McLaren,

That would prove to be a turning point for their season. Even
with a zo-second pitstop success penalty, Canning and Hand
finished third at Brands Hatch. Again thev benefited from a
post-race penalty for Priaulx and Maxwell, which meant third was
enough in the Donington finale as Priaulx failed in his attempts to
pass the Steller Performance Audi of Sennan Fielding and Richard
Williams. Fielding and Williams had also won on their debut at
Snetterton before being bumped up from pro-am status to silver,

Ferrier likens Canning to a young version of IMSA SportsCar

—

POS DRIVERS TEAM | CAR PTS
1 JonnyAdam/Graham Davidsen TF Sport/Aston Martin Vantage 131
2  JonnyCocker/Samde Haan Barwell Motorsport/Lamborghini HuracanEvo  128.5
3 ShaunBalfe/RobBell Balfe Motorsport/McLaren 7205 126
4 Phil Keen/Adam Balon Barwell Matorsport/Lambarghini Huracan Evo 122
5 CallumMacLeod/lan Loggie RAM Racing/Mercedes-AMG 100.5
& Bradley Ellis/Oliver Wilkinson Optimum Motorsport/Aston Martin Vantage 91.5
GT4 TOP 6 POINTS
POS DRIVERS TEAM [ CAR PTS
1 TomCanning/Ash Hand TF Sport/Aston Martin Vantage 140
2 SebPriaulx/Scott Maxwell Multimatic Motorsport/Ford Mustang 132.5
3 DeanMacdonald/Callum Pointon HHC Motorsport/McLaren 5705 112
4 JordanCollard/Lewis Proctor Tolman Motorsport/MclLaren 5705 99
5 Martin Plowman/KelvinFletcher Beechdean AMR/Aston MartinVantage 98.5
6 JamesDorlin/Josh Smith Tolman Motorsport/MclLaren 5705 84.5
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Ford star Richard Westbrook — “He's got a verv mature head
on a very young-looking body, he got into Glastonbury for free
as an under-12 in the summer!” — and reckons he has a big
future ahead of him in sportscar racing.

“I think he can go a very long way,” Ferrier says, “At 17 vears
old, when vou look at the season he’s put together and the way
he's driven, he's been fastest in every test and every qualifyving
— he's been absolutely stand-out.”

In TF's second Aston, Ginetta Junior graduate Patrick Kibble
and British Touring Car Championship convert Josh Price lacked
the consistency of their team-mates, but could have won at
Silverstone without two penalties for pitlane speeding later
attributed to a glitch in the car’s VBOX pit timers.

Multimatic was left to rue its penalty misfortune after finishing
7.5 points short — 19.5 were lost in one hit at Brands when the car
was not properly earthed in the pits — in what was an impressive
debut season. A Balance of Performance adjustment after Priaulx
qualified a second quicker than anybody at Qulton meant the
Mustang was no longer the class of the field, but it still won in
the second Oulton race and on the first visit to Donington. Expect
to see plenty more of them in the championship next year.

McLaren’s wait for a GT4 title with its 5708 continues, despite
Tolman having arguably the fastest pairing of the season in Smith
and James Dorlin. After three successive DNFs while in winning
positions — at Silverstone (engine), Donington (contact with a GT3
car) and Spa (contact with Canning) — their popular victory at Brands
Hatch came too late to save their title hopes. Despite finishing ahead
in the standings, team-mates Jordan Collard and Lewis Proctor
rarely carried the same threat and inherited their only win at
Snetterton when Team Parker Racing Mercedes pair Scott Malvern
and Nick Jones were sidelined by a puncture with two laps to go.

Instead, the top McLaren was the HHC Motorsport example
of Dean MacDonald and Callum Pointon, in Pointon’s and the
team’s first season outside the Ginetta family. The combination
won first time out at Qulton, and MacDonald set fastest laps at
Snetterton, Spa and Brands, but an electrical glitch at Spa cost them
big points and they were unable to overcome their 15s success
penalty in the Donington finale to challenge Canning and Hand.

Malvern and Jones made up for their Snetterton heartbreak
with victory at Silverstone, coming in 0.3s(!) under Malvern’s drive-
time, but ultra-consistent Beechdean Aston Martin pair Martin
Plowman and Kelvin Fletcher still ran out easy pro-am champions. M

The new GT4 Aston won the title while
the McLaren’s wait for success goes on I

BRITISH GT REVIEW

AUTOSPORT’'S TOP 5 GT4 DRIVERS

TOM CANNING

Dorlin was found wanting
a few times in qualifying,
and Smith culpable for
the Spa DNF with an overly
farceful defence on Canning,
but otherwise superb. Dorlin was
the year’s start king with ballistic
opening laps. Surely favourites
if they return together next year.
Mothing to split the pair.

DEAN MACDOMNALD

On his return to McLaren
4 after a bitty 2018 in Toyota/

BMW machinery, he showed
a new maturity after partnering
Jack Mitchell in the title run-in last
year. Shone in qualifying - three
tenths up on anyone at Spa - and
helped HHC in its learning curve
with the 5705, taking race-one
victory at Oulton Park.

17T OCTOBER 2019 AUTUSPORTCOM TT

Toyota and Mercedes machinery. He also rebounded from a pointless

1 Surpassed expectations fellowing an ordinary debut year in
start to become the benchmark Aston Martin GT4 driver. Mature

beyond his years - seen in his patient stalking of Smith at Spa -
and has the potential to go a long way.

name in his rookie GT

campaign. Soaked up
co-driver Maxwell's knowledge to
extract the maximum from the
Mustang where it wasn't at the
races and hunted down Mark
Kimber’s BMW to win in style at
Donington. Would have been
champ without Brands penalty.

3 Andy’s lad lived up to the

k2

in the new Aston Martin

Vantage, qualifying third in
the wet at Spa and fifth in the
dry at Donington Park in June.
Confirmation of his pro-am title
was only delayed by pitstop
Issues at both races that cost
him overall podiums. He's
ready to graduate to GT3.

5 Found anaother level this year
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VIDEOGAME
GRID
RRP £54.99

In the bombastic intro
to the not-quite-a-
reboot GRID, there’s

a knowing wink to

the rewind tool — which allows you to replay your
mistake — that’s become commonplace in racing games.
It’s easy to forget that the GRID series debuted this
mechanic, considering the recent history of the series is
convoluted and it’s been unclear what it’s trying to be.

That's why there's a new game this year and right
off the bat it's keen to be seen as a true motorsport
game — hence why the opening cinematics flash
between a Chevrolet Corvette GTE car racing on the
streets at night, switching to a NASCAR-esque oval
race before finishing on what looks like a national
meeting on the Brands Hatch Grand Prix circuit.

But this is still an arcade racer, the cars feel a little
bit floaty and the single-seaters — the Jedi Fio00 in
particular — are tricky to tame, seemingly on or off-
throttle with no middle ground. While it's far from
realistic, it doesn't make the game, which often feels
like a cross between the Forza Motorsport and Need
for Speed franchises, any less enjovable.

The career mode feels a lot like a standard racing
game — beat X event to move to Y event. But there's
the end goal of taking on two-time Formula 1 champion
and game consultant Fernando Alonso and his Esports
squad for ultimate glory, featuring his 2006 Renault
B26 in a head-to-head challenge,

While the career mode might lose vour interest over
time, the Al will keep vou coming back. The developers
of GRID, Codemasters, rightly pointed out to Autosport
that in pursuit of the perfect racing Al, the mistake has
been that they are “too” perfect. More often than not,
they stick to the ideal racing line and rarely make errors.

Street circuits

provide thrilling back

drop for GRID game reboot

ACK IN THE RACING GAME

In GRID, the developers want to encapsulate the
randomness of motorsport, so it’s not unusual to see a
car make a mistake and create a pile-up, or for a rival to
misjudge an overtake and cause a collision. But yvou're
not just a spectator to bad driving, you can influence the
proceedings. Drive too aggressively, nudge a rival one too
many times, and they will become your nemesis. Once a
nemesis has been created, thev will be less inclined to
give yvou an inch and could retaliate. The success of the
nemesis system is hit and miss, sometimes appearing
to not affect racing, but the randomness will keep you
returning whenever vou fancy casual, madcap racing.

It helps that the backdrop is often spectacular, with
the Havana street circuit one of the most thrilling —

a challenging, fast course set to the backdrop of high-
rises and the coast. Fan favourite San Francisco returns
and the new Shanghai circuit is a strong addition.

One criticism is that the content can often feel
a bit sparse. Yes, there are 60 cars, which compares
reasonably well to rival games, but there are just
13 locations. With a career mode that often means
replaying and grinding vour way to the next car, it
can become a bit tiresome.

But the exciting thing is that GRID is back — shaking
off the malaise — and is heading in the right direction.
TOM ERRINGTON




F1’S ONE-HIT WONDERS

Drivers only making one Formula 1 start in their career
are a rare breed, and quite often those who appear

just once have an interesting tale behind their fleeting
presence on the grand prix grid. Autosport picks out

eight varied stories. Go to bit.ly/Flwonders
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JAPANESE GRAND PRIX REVIEW

Former Jordan, Stewart and Jaguar Formula 1 technical
director Gary Anderson delves into how Valtteri Bottas
won the race, why Sebastian Vettel’s ‘jump start’ wasn’t
punished and what Ferrari’s pace at a downforce-
dependent circuit tells us about the team’s progress.

WHAT’S ON

INTERNATIONAL
MOTORSPORT

MNASCAR Cup

Round 32/36

Kansas Speedway, USA

20 October

i Live Freesports, Sun 1900

NASCAR Xfinity Series
Round 30/33

Kansas Speedway, USA
19 October

Formula Regional European
Round 8/8

Monza, ltaly

19-20 October

Brazilian Stock Cars
Round 9/12

Cascavel, Brazil

20 October

MotoGP

Round 16/19

Motegi, Japan

20 October

a7 Live BT Sport 2, Sun 1315

UK
MOTORSPORT

Silverstone HSCC

19-20 October

XL Aurora, Historic FF1600,

Guards Trophy, Historic Road
Sports, 70s Road Sports, Formula
Junior, Historic F3, Classic F3/Classic
FF2000, Historic FF2000, Classic
Clubmans, Historic Touring Cars

Donington Park BRSCC

19-20 October

BMW Compact, Mazda MX-5, Open
Sports, TCR/Touring Car Trophy,
ClubSport Trophy, Alfa Romeos,
Porsches, Civic Cup, Track Attack

Snetterton MSVR

19-20 October

F3 Cup, MINI Challenge, Radical SR1,
Production BMW, Racing Saloons,

£ Cars

sAUTOSPORT

Examining the business of motorsport

Interviews with the movers and shakers in F1 and
how they impact the future of the sport

Silverstone HSCC

WALKER

Autosport.com/plus

New subseribers onlv. Seven-day free trial offer ends 31 October 2019.
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FROM THE ARCHIVE

Mika Hakkinen employs the right-rear Bridgestone of
his McLaren-Mercedes MP4/15 as a convenient footrest
as he sits out the first practice session of the 2000
Austrian Grand Prix at the Al-Ring, his car having
ground to a halt with a fuel-pump problem after
managing a solitary lap. Things looked up from then
on: the next day Hakkinen clinched his fourth pole
position of the season, following this up with victory
in the race, 12.535 seconds ahead of team-mate David
Coulthard. Rubens Barrichello (Ferrari F1-2000)
completed the podium a further 18.260s adrift.

e —————— ]
= For classic Formula 1 DVDs
head to dukevideo.com/F1

f‘\) motorsport
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For more great photographs, visit motorsportimages.com
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2) Who is this?

This new town boy remains an iconic
figure to this day.

He came in from the cold to tackle
the big pond and was fast-tracked
into the top tier.

At the champion's behest he was given
a chance, but when they didn’t take up
his option it was left to an old man to
rice to the rescue.

It was an inspired move and he
brought home the bacon when
opportunity knocked, Despite his pace
he knew his place and played the role
well. He was a class apart when times
got tough and he drove a truck like a
maestro and no one else could.

But it all fell apart just as it was about
to click. He may have been forced to
return to a former berth on top of the
world, but fate intervened, leaving
only a spectacular legacy.

ALL FHOTOGRAPHY
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3) On this day...

A Which ltalian recorded his sole
Formula 1 podium on this day in 19817

B Derek Warwick made his F1 race debut
in that race. He led two grands prixin
his career. Name them.

€ It's Kimi Raikkonen's 40th birthday. What
was the best result he achieved during his
stint in the World Rally Championship?

D Ex-F1 team boss Enzo Coloni celebrates
his birthday today. What was the highest
finishing position for one of his cars?

E Which British driver recorded their joint

IndyCar best finish of seventh in the Texas
season finale held on this day in 20047

4) Name the helmet

LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS Who, what, where, when? Will Power, Dallara-Renault T05, Bilbao, 1T July 2005.
Who is this? Patrick Tambay. On this day A} Warwick Brown. B) Jacques Villeneuve 5r. C) Michele Mouton scored
the first fermale WRC win. D) Steven Kane. E] Phakisa Freeway, Name the helmet Ronnie Peterson.

IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE

- The greatest
shocks in motorsport
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