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Painful Memories of Teen S Death

By Tom Demoretcky

Fach work day. James Parker
drives along Sunrise Highway through
Lindenhurst. passing a short distance
e i vaeant e where the skeletal re-
mans af his T-vear-old daughter were
twnd He pisses the chueeh where her
aahies are Rept

He never gels past the mastery of
her desth

I think of it every day.” he =aid
recenth i his Holbrook home @Some-

tumes s T drive down Sunrise 1 o over
the whele thing <tep by step T's veny
N EY IU
Almust four vears after the death of
Fauri Parker, then a ninth-grader at
Lindenbiurst High School, two Suffolk
homerde detectives also are going over
i ~tep by St Dets Mike Carmaody and
Juhn Plalzprat are convineed they are
deahing with o murder, though noe evi-
denee ol yialenee was found
Wee heheve =he was murdered the
wame gy she diappeared.” Carmaody
~od T she was o murder vienim: we
believe the murderer was somenne
kv toer T The Killer prohably was
seom the negzhiborbood, Carmody snd.
en caitanders knew the arca
wherr the bady was found, 10 a forme
e wangout of the ot on Frank
Stesct ot far from the junir high and
i Lanr Marker dis ippeared
1954 aind her remains wore
toard u Sepr T thant vear
Fie <hebetan was found by negh-
it yowiths m the paraally filled-in
Boles wrmd lumber and refuse in the
tert” e the dor The remains were cov-
ered with a carpet
Al we have is she's found in this
holes and ~he's covered up with a car-
pet. soowe don’t know how she died,”
Uarmndy ~nd. But he sind the position
of the <keleton was ~uch that she could
not bave fallen ito the hole, Carmody
~aid the medical examiner had tested
her bone mareos Jor drggs and found
none CWe grer’t rubing oot than she
was ~trangled ar smuthersd,” he siud
Palice are <ull seckimgs inlarmation
i thee mvetery sl stli flopimg saimes
areswach nfornumian wil eal! the hoon
nde srnud’s nomber 2sRA802
Lavro tid Ieft vhee sehoal crannds
Qanz ot aleny b swathagt ber

Fiea,i~e

prar=e paaince ~and MY e s e

,.I'MI_.”"',..rlu.-.~-. et Flavn
v by wet ] Ve e i
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dudn’t believe that.” Parker said that
although police, volunteers and the FBI
were louking for his daughter from the
heginning. they thought they were
searching for a live prirl, This, he said.
cauld explain why nobody searched a
vacant lot just blocks Irom her school.
“We weren't Iooking for a body: we
were Jonking for 2 gir),”" he said.

But Putricia Parker thought the
worst. She recalls that she had a dream
the night befure Laura disappeared
that she would never see her again,

The Parkes s and police are nearly
vertain the girl never left Lindenhurst
and thin she was dead the same duy.
Police nute that they found on the skel-
etal repuins the same clothing Laura
had been weatring when last seen by
irwends that day in school, and that she
had lett behind her pocketbook in
~ehaol Sl there were reports o

~1himgs

l' .‘-llv).\hwn Sterdel, commanding

e ot e quvemie serviee umit snd

Tt U approxim: ey 1,800 veports
na ctaldren s Saffolk each
Y percent rurn out o he
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had mistakenly thought and reported
they saw Laura around the community
right after her disuppearance.

Al one point, afler a truck driver re-
ported seeing the girl in New York,
James Parker started stalking the
streets of Manhattan,

T walked the streets in the city for
seven days, all night."" he said. “!
walked down streets Charles Bronson
wouldn't walk on.”

On one oceasion. he thought he saw
hisdaughter as he was sitting in his car.
“There was a girl | saw walking toward
me. She was almost to the door and | was
going to jump out and grab her.” Then
he renlized it was someone else.

There were also ugly incidents.
“About a month after she was missing.
[ et 2 phone eall.” James Parker said.

A airl soad Daddy, will you come and
ot me?” L kept sayving, “Where are you™
then T heard another el laughing in
the background.” The prankster then
huns up. he said,

James Parker said be wais angry at
~ome parents of childdren at schonl be-
caise he=iid thes had told ther youngs-
~ters et to talk o police, Carmody and
Pabrgral deserbed cooperation of stu-

Newsdny . Julln Gaines
James and Patricia Parker at their home in Holbrook,
and, at jeft, their daughler Laura, whose remains
wers found in a vacant lot in September. 1984,

dents in the school as "“poor.”

The Parkers, both 56, moved out of
Lindenhurst. They said they couldn’t
live with the memories there. They and
their son James Jr., now 10, have a con-
dominium in Holbrook. They also have
a retarded daughter, 33, who lives in a
hostel. Laura was adopted as an infant,
Patricia Parker said, after six miscar-
riages and an infant who died days
after birth.

Of her adopted daughter, Patricia
said: **She cared for people. She had the
right to have a burial. She didn’t have to
be thrown in a hole like that.” She said
her daughter loved chorus in school and
tatked about being u singer. The Park-
ers added that Laura was careful about
getling into other pevple’s cars, didn’t
cut school and had never run away.

James. an aivline equipment main-
tenance worker at Kennedy Airport.
recalled watching a police oflicer car-
ry his daughter’s remains from the
Iot in o bag “He carried it in one
hund.” he sad. “How could anyone
leave her like that?

“H they have any mirrors in their
Honse how can they look themselves in
rive faee? Tlow can they keep something
lik- that 10 themselves?
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