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WAAAH, THIS TonAY's
HAHAHA | REALLY WAS AN | ENTHUSIAS- |
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Q WAS SOME- | N ESPECIALLY THAT
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PRAISING YOUR | APPLALD THE WHAT'S

PERFORMANCE. ) PRESENT YOU. ‘

"PRESENT"  ~_J
NOW.

IF YOU DO

' WELL NOW,

[ KITAJIMA-SAN, PEOPLE WILL
CONGRATULA- FORGET YOUR
TIONS, YOU'VE PREVIOUS

. REGAINED SHORTCOM-

- | YOUR REPUTA- NGS
TION. \ NGE.
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What's past

Gt AT IT APPEARS /s past..
‘ YOU REALLY i
I'VE LEARNED | =
e (7 / L
WATCHING YOU | [ / { I D‘DN‘T EXPECT OF us—
PERFORM. | | ANY LESS FROM
7 4 »  THE PERSON WHO e
— ( RECEIVED THE
| BEST ACTRESS \
AWARD...
Y

, TREATED YOU
IN THE PAST. |
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He’s been
my secret fan
from the first

onstage!
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AT
%’ e THE ROSES |

| WHERE?

\ WHERE DID

| YOu SEE
HIM?

SOMEWHERE
NEAR THE
PASSENGER
LINLOADING
AREA,

|
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| TCAN'T BE MISTAKEN.
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: A4, T SAW THE
i P O
REALLY?)  CARRYING ;
| PURPLE ROHOSSES
Val A WHILE AGO.

THOSE ROSES WERE
20 UNIQUE THAT I /
ULDN'T HELP |
STARING AT HIM THE |
WHOLE TIME. J |
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, N who gives

me purple
BER. I GOT A

sorAR ¥ ¢ ; Please... You ~ ToOses:
AT WIS FACE. | _ qe - « must still be
: there!

/ HE WAS TALL.
/ ‘ RATHER HAND-
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The person =
who gives
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PERSON
WHO GIVES
ME PURPLE <
ROses/
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| finally get to
see you!
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~ YOURE THE
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= RYING THE PURPLE
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FIRST THAT
YOU'D BE AN
OLDER MAN (-
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\" YOU'RE

VERY

{ YOUNG
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NOT ONLY DID
YOU LET ME
BORROW YOLR
[ VACATION HOuSE,
\ YOU EVEN HELPED

ME GET INTO
> HIGH SCHOOL...
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I THOUGHT
T W T ONLY DELIV-
ERED THESE ON
bl HIS BEHALF...

N PERSON

FINALLY

RECEIVING A LOT

OF ENCOURAGE-
I RECEIVE

MENT AS WELL YOUR

1\ I've
ALWAYS
FELT

GRATE-
WHENEVER ¢ To

ROSES,

WHILE IT'S

TRUE THAT ,
I DELNV- |
i ERED THE
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WHO ACTU-

J',(,';:_ " GET TO SEE
SAN... THE ONE
/] wio senos
/' ME PURPLE
/ ROSES...
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THEN PLEASE
WHY IS HE TELL ME... WHO
BEING SO KIND 15 HE?

TO Me?
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HE'S NEVER
[ BEEN ANYBODY'S
FAN BEFORE.

HE'D LIKE FOR
YOU TO GROW AS
AN ACTRESS AS (
QUICKLY AS ,
POSSIBLE,

S0 HE'S WILLING
TO GO TO ANY
LENGTHS TO

I'M AFRAID
I'M NOT
ALLOWED TO
REVEAL ANY
OF THESE
To you.

AP TE

THAT'S MY WHEN I CAN TIME T PERFORM

DREAM! PERFORM IN A
THEATRE AGAIN, HE'S
THE FIRST PERSON I

WANT TO INVITE TO

=N ONSTAGE, T

THE FIRST TO

SUPPOSED TO
COMMLUINICATE
WITH HIM?
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WANT HIM TO BE

AND HE'S YOUR
MOST PASSION-
ATE FAN.

CAN'T YOU AT
LEAST TELL ME

HIS NAME?

I ONLY WANT TO
KNOW THE NAME OF
THE PERSON WHO
SENDS ME PURPLE
ROSES. THAT'S THE
ONLY THING T WANT
TO KNOW!
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WILL YOu
PROMISE TO
NEITHER ASK NOR
INVESTIGATE ANY-

THING FURTHER
ABOUT HIM OR

o AL RIGHT THEN.
T'LL PASS ON ANY
MESSAGES YOU
HAVE FOR HIM.




EVEN IF YOU
SEEMEIN A
CROWD, You
MUST NOT
GREET ME!
YOU MusT
ACT AS IF YOU
/ DON'T KNOW ME
- WHEN IN FRONT
OF OTHER
PEOPLE!

WILL You
AGREE TO
THESE THREE
CONDITIONS?

{ I ALREADY

—————\ KNOW MORE

[ ABOUT YOU THAN °
YOU REALIZE.

CAN'T TELL
ANYBODY
ABOUT MEe!

IF ANYTHING
COMES UP,
WE'LL AGREE
ON A PLACE
TO MEET.

THIS 1S5 MY
NAME AND
NUMBER.

AND IN CASE
YOU CAN'T
REACH ME,

COORUINATE |

WITH ONE OF MY N\,

ASSISTANTS, L~

| REMEMBER,

L, THIS
1S MY ADDRESS
AND THE
APARTMENT'S
PHONE NUMBER




| already
know wore
-z about you
"than you
\belie\ve?

D What kind

of person is he
anyway?

_ -he will make sure

“Xthat wmy feelings Oh... I'd
will reach the better stop
other side!. being so
~ 1osy...
\ Hijiri-
san!
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This mysterious
man is my link
1o the person
who gives we
purple roses!
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I'VE DELIVERED
THE PURPLE
ROSES AS YoU
REQUESTED.

THIS IS THE
PROGRAM FROM

! MAYA KITAJIMA'S
PLAY TODAY.




kitagma's [
PERFOR-  \( |
Y MANCE WAS ' \\
VERY SLIC-

CESSFUL. ‘g’
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EVERY ONE
OF THE BOARD OF
AUMINISTRATORS AND
TEACHERS WHO WERE

INVITED REACTED WITH ‘\;‘
FEVERED HURRAHS
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SHE SEEMS

REGANED HER {

NOW WOLLD " e\ ¢ _cONFI-
DENCE.

sur avum |
HIMEKAWA 15 |
STILL AHEAD
OF HER. I EXPECTED AS
MUCH. SHE DD »
RECEIVE APPLALSE @
S AND HURRAHS IN
THAT SCHOOL PLAY E
OF HERS. ‘

Y.

S .
T HEARD THAT |\
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The differ-
ence is still

GRAND AWARD". / / ///1w:,Q1Q‘\\§§T,

\

i \
ap AFRESH |
GROWTH STAGE... |
(et seems
= TO BE ON

WON'T BE
A BOTHER
TO YOU AT
A ALL.
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/ svie BEGGE(N,‘
TO BE ABLE

TO MEET WITH You.

BUT NOW THAT T'VE AGREED

MASUMI-SAMA, SHE
SAID IT WAS HER DREAM |
| “To INvITE THE PERSON ¢
Y WHO GIVES HER PURPLE
[ "RosES TO WATCH HER
\ PERFORM IN A MAJOR
I\ THEATRE ONE DAY.

|

L)

\  TO ACT AS YOUR CONNECTION, |

» I DOUBT THAT SHE'LL WANT TO |

INVESTIGATE ANY FURTHER. |

I UNDERSTAND MY ROLE'S .~
IMPORTANCE I

HERE.

AND HERE |S THE 4
SECRET INVESTIGA- g F.
TIVE REPORT ON S~ >
THE @ BUSINESS /Yy
PRODUCTION o
FACEITY- WouLD ! 1t {
> il J— BE... i ‘.

< THERE'S ALSO
¥ anomHeR porToN || | HONOR:
2_| ON THE N ARTISTRY \ !
= LEVEL AND A ‘\ ; o
ARTISTRY LEVEL = -
| THESE ARE INVESTIGATIVE " KA
ALL TOP- STUDY ; y
SECRET PARAMETERS. t

PREPARING |
EVERYTHING |
AHEAD OF

SCHEDULE., ,'
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EVEN THOUGH
THE ONLY PEOPLE
WHO KNOW ABouT

. YOUR EXISTENCE ARE

THE CHAIRMAN...

KARATO...
YOU ARE THE
WILLING TO PAITO COMPANY'S
WORK UNDER ~ "SHADOW"
COVER OF OPERATIVE.
DARKNESS...
NEVER TO SEE
THE LIGHT...

4= FOR TWO
/" GENERATIONS, You
/' AND YOUR FATHER
| HavE LIvED uNDER
\ ) DATO's

) | sHaoow...
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WHEN My  YEARS |
FAMILY BECAME  AGO,
, BANKRLUPT, EVERY-
il BODY ATTEMPTED
SUICIDE TOGETHER g

Y DEPARTED)
FATHER

WOULD HAVE \

BEEN VERY ]

HAPPY TO
HEAR THEM. |

[ my \
V-o<i MOTHER |
g AND MY

My
YOUNGER
FATHER gigrer ON,

AND T L
Wap oty THAT DAY,

LOST OUR
————— J STATUS IN =i
\ SOCETY.
THESE PAST \\
SEVEN YEARS |
\ MY FATHER HAS |
BEEN TOO ILL TO
PERFORM HIS |
\ DUTIES AS A
\_  SHADOW,

THERE WAS
NO OTHER

CHOICE BUT
TO EXIST

AS SHADOWS.

IT WAS CHAIRMAN
HAYAMI WHO GAVE
Us SOMETHING TO
LIVE FOR, A NEW

PURPOSE IN LIFE.

EVERYTHING,
FROM HIS
" AND OUR  HOSPITAL
( LIVING FEES TO MY /
| EXPENSES, SCHOOL
HAS BEEN TUITION
TAKEN CARE y
OFBY N
CHAIRMAN
HAYAMI.

\
-~~~ ™ EVEN IF OTHER "
\ PEOPLE SAY THAT THE |
, ALREADY {10 BE ABLE TO \ CHAIRMAN IS A COLD-HEARTED)
"DIED." PERFORM MY | MAN WITH NO FEELINGS, I

oumEs As 4 | | S EFI‘EA:IinHAT HE'S AN
DOW FOR | G000
SHA PERSON...

I PREPARED
TO DEVOTE
MY LIFE TO
THIS TASK
LONG AGO.
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YOUR | AND ABLE |

| WORDS YOUNG e {
~  OF |( PRESIDENT) , _

PRAISEA,\\ e/

~— 1 rwant |
¢ 3 N HEAR. |

HERE JUST TO

= MAKEFUN OF

ZZ-,  ME?




/ THIS IS THE

[ STRAWBERRY ;2

{ UMBRELLA THAT )

N "/ you LENT ME ({ dut” = &

W wien T was ik B
(/ | SNOWING A FEw / B¢
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2

) /
24

|
| A PLAY ,

) EnTTLED watcd 4 pLay | NN
WITH ME. =

[ JULIET ...

THESE PAST

TSR T \

\!’M /
FEW DAYS ¢ \ Vé
WAVE BEEN 1) "
FULL HOUSE / =
SHOWS, AND 4 '
ALL OF THE / —
SEATS HAVE —

«» &\ S0LD OUT.

ps- ARE STILL
A HUNDRED
';v";‘,’n‘; STANDING
ROOM ONLY

LUCKY,
!~ TICKETS
WE MIGHT 110160,

ACTUALLY t
FIND EMPTY A

SEATS AT THIS
THE BACK. JULIET,
IS AYUMI
HIMEKAWA'S
SOLO PLAY.

YOU'VE
HEARD OF
ITBY
NOW?




THEN T'LL
JUST TAKE
YOU AS FAR
AS THE
THEATRE
ENTRANCE.

%  DON'T TELL
L) ME THAT YOU'RE
\ NOT INTERESTED
\ IN SEEING HOW

) MUCH YOUR
RIVAL FOR THE

ROLE OF
S SKURENA/

[

ITS... IT'S NOT \]
THAT! T JUST DON'T

WANT TO WATCH
AYUMI PERFORMING |

© UNLESS... YOWRE

S0 CONFIDENT IN
YOUR OWN TALENT
THAT YOU DON'T
CARE ABOUT THE
QUESTION OF

| WHETHER AYUMI'S




WE LEAVE
NOW WE'LL
JUST MAKE
CURTAIN
CALL.

~.[ TLLBE

{ BORROWING
) CHIBI-CHAN
HERE FOR A
WHILE.

UON'T WORRY;
T'LL BRING HER
BACK HOME
AFTERWARDS.

/)
\ HER TO You } 2
£ 4

K&L(.( ALL RIGHT.

4
1o\ WE'LL LEAVE

el

IF IT'S THAT

N i | |
TR\ U , REI,
? TO WATCH AYUMI HIM. AT ALLOWING WHAT
PERFORM. LEAST, THAT PERSON epg you
™aTs what| | 7060 OUT  rymuengzr
T THINK. WITH MAYA
= A | wxe ruarr

I

! 10 Goap
| Her —
" WD :
/7 He was G9NG @9 )
DELIBERATELY o
ACTING RUTH- .,
LESS AND /
BLACK .,-{(_
HearTeD! [T

/
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DEFINITELY

DESPITE HIS

REALLY CARES
ABOUT MAYA
DEEP INSIDE. I
CAN FEEL IT...

COLD WORDS, HE

f
\

|

/

|

\
A

I JUST FEEL
THAT HE'S
THINKING

ABOUT MAYA'S
WELFARE...

IMPOSS/BLE!
WHY woulLo
MASLMI HAYAM!
OF PAITO
CORPORATION!

X0
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YEAH, HE C
MUST SURELY (|

BE PLANNING > -
SOMETHING /| _

acams &

!
[}
\
|
\

THEY'LL BE

\ RNGING {
™E |

WARNING

I'M VERY
SORRY, BUT ALL
OF THE SEATS
FOR TODAY'S
SHOW ARE
ALREADY
TAKEN...

™ ) werent
7Y expecinG

A YOU TODAY
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\ T STANONG |
' ROOM AREA

PLEASE  BEMIND THIS

ENTER  pOOR IS
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A solo play
with only and

7 o
- ol Ko

P 1 wonder what kind
of Juliet Ayomi will

be playing.. Jullet.. Juliet.,
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TRUE.
HER BEAUTY | SUCHA | .
sMpLy |\ BEAUTIFLL ™ . |
oazzies [, oMo | |\
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and quick
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her move this

I've never seen  from the old

This is different
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Y
8{ 4 ) ungeLiEvaBLE!
TOBE ABLE |  IT REALLY
x TO SUSTAN \  LOOKS LIKE
THATKIND ) SHE'S SITTING
OF ACTION! ON A BENCH!

THAT'S 1™ Y LOOK AT HER!
AYUMI Q%‘é ACTING WITH SUCH
A FOR A NATURAL

EXPRESSION...

in place!

N Both of her -
legs remain

% Ayumi-san!
\ ‘ / Only her legs are = Her hand that's
‘\\\\\ ! // / waintaining that =  supposed fo be resting
X\ pose for her! on the bench hasn’t
= § The bird % trembled at all!
= has flown [ : A
% awayl | N, | \\\\“\\
/ <P
| AN’ \ *.;»\;_\

No matter how
you look af it,

she really is :—://'

sifting on a
bench!

i'l ////////

But how does
she bring out
that natural,

unaffected air?
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