


Japanese fans are among the most passionate in the world, which 
Sebastian Vettel discovered first-hand at a promotional karting 
event in Tokyo on Wednesday. Elsewhere in the world, Formula One 
has been stirring up the passions of government officials in Canada, 
while Robert Kubica prefers to save his passion for 10-pin bowling…



Following the FIA’s announcement that 
there will be no GP in Montreal in 2009, 
it appears that the Canadian government 
could step in with a bid to save the race. 
Paul Wilson, vice-president of marketing 
for Grand Prix F1 Canada, told the 
National Post that his organisation has 
been contacted by Michael Fortier, 
federal minister of public works and 
government services, and Raymond 
Bachand, Quebec minister of tourism 
and minister of economic development, 
innovation and export trade, and 
minister responsible for the region of 
Montreal, to discuss how to win back a 
race that brings the city an estimated 
€65 million annually. Wilson said that 
Fortier spoke to Bernie Ecclestone on 
Wednesday at the request of prime 
minister Stephen Harper.

“There’s a lot of government interest,” 
said Wilson. “Michael spoke to me, 
Raymond Bachand spoke to me, also the 
office of the mayor of Montreal. They all 
want to get together and are very much 
trying to get moving on this as one.

“We were confronted with the 
following choices: either we renegotiate 
on a more realistic basis for our market, 
or we remove ourselves entirely from 
the management of this event,” he 
concluded. “Mr. Ecclestone seems to 
have made his decision.”

And it looks like Bernie is sticking 
with it. “Next year, we’ll lose it for sure,” 
he told Bloomberg. “It’s disappointing 
not to have a race in North America. If 
we could be there again in the future, 
we’d like to be. We’ll get it sorted out.”

Pub games enthusiast Robert Kubica 
has revealed that his love of bowling is 
second only to motorsport. Generally 
regarded as the paddock’s best poker 
player, he’s also king of the lanes. He first 
got into bowling five years ago, when his 
friends who worked at a bowling centre 

having fun. “I try to explain that it is  
really technical and really difficult.” 

It’s rumoured that Fernando Alonso 
is also pretty good, although he remains 
shy about his talents. “I always say to him, 
‘Come out and play’, but he doesn’t want 
to because he doesn’t like it when I beat 
him! Maybe one day we will have an F1 
drivers’ championship for bowling.”
 

With Flavio, Bernie and Britain’s richest 
man, Lakshmi Mittal, all in the directors’ 
box, London football club Queens Park 
Rangers has more big-money backers 
than any other team And now they can 
add another billionaire to the books. 
Vijay Mallya is set to announce that 
Kingfisher will sponsor QPR and that 
the team’s home ground will be renamed 
Kingfisher Stadium. The Indian media 
reports that the Force India owner is 
close to agreeing a five-year $35 million 
deal. Vijay already sponsors Indian clubs 
East Bengal and Mohun Bagan, and 
adding an English club makes sense for 
the brand’s global-expansion plans.

While the FIA stewards might have 
left Lewis Hamilton alone for a couple of 
weeks, he’s been under a bit of scrutiny 
elsewhere with the government of 
Grenada looking into a land deal made 
by him and his family to purchase a 
reputed $35 million stake in the Grenada 
Grand Beach Resort while benefiting 
from tax breaks. The investigation, 

in Krakow gave him a discount. 
Apparently he was also “annoying at 
home”, and it got him out of the house. 
In July he came 191st in the Storm San 
Marino Open, and last week he got to 
the finals in the Columbia 300 in Vienna. 
Kubica bowls as often as he can at his 
local lanes in Italy, and recently scored 
300 points from a single game. 

“A lot of people who don’t know 
bowling see it like a game where you 
drink beer and have fun,” says Kubica 
who, as a professional driver, is 
discouraged from drinking beer and 

You may have noticed that we’re racing halfway up a mountain this 
weekend – 570m above sea level to be precise. Apparently, it makes a 

difference. Red Bull Racing’s Geoff Willis explains the science behind…

launched by new prime minister 
Tillman Thomas, has now concluded 
that there was no impropriety on 
Hamilton’s part. The deal was done with 
Thomas’ predecessor and, according to 
the Associated Press, included lands 
“free from encumbrances” in exchange 
for Grenada being granted the use of 
the Briton’s image to promote the 
Caribbean island. With these dealings 
being proved wholly legitimate, Lewis 
at last knows what it feels like to be on 
the winning side of an investigation.
 

As part of the FIA’s Make Cars 
Green campaign, tyre technicians 
at Fuji have been given a new set of 
marker pens. This weekend, the dry 
Bridgestone grooves will be bright 
green, with the softer ones identified 
by one white and three green stripes. 
The initiative aims to demonstrate that 
F1 supports the FIA goal of reducing 
the environmental impact of motoring.

RACING AT ALTITUDE

What’s F1 Hot... or Not?

Today’s cover was created by 
Japanese artist Aya Kato. From 
Seto-shi, Aichi, close to Nagoya, 
Aya has worked on a wide range of 
projects including Tori Amos’ video 
for Sleeps with Butterflies, book 
and album cover art, campaigns for 
Hitachi and Microsoft, as well as 
magazine work for Nylon Japan, 
US design mag Beautiful/Decay 
and Spanish art title Rojo.
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ook around the paddock and you will 
see that we can be divided into the whites 
and the browns. I’m not being racist, it’s 

just that most of you seem to have been lying  
on a beach getting suntanned since Singapore, 
while a poor minority headed back to autumnal 
Europe. Naturally, I was in the latter group,  
as I had promised the boyfriend a ‘romantic 
weekend break’. At least he picked up the bill, 
having finally been paid for the self-help book 
he based on our relationship: There, There Dear, 
Don’t You Worry About A Thing (or How To 
Win Arguments By Patronising People). The 
boyfriend’s latest thing is to embrace the  
current fad for having some sort of psychiatric 
disorder, so I had to explain to him that there 
was no way he could be schizophrenic, as he 
didn’t have a personality to split. 

My journey out here did not get off to a good 
start, as on my flight I found myself sitting 
between a very large Australian couple, who 
overflowed into my seat. They got chatting – 
have you ever tried to stop an Australian 
talking – and the woman told me she’d 
spent two months travelling around 
the world. Given the size of her 
husband, I assumed ‘World’  
was his name. This is not an 
airline I plan to patronise 
again, but I’ll be patronising 
about it now. Based somewhere 
in the Far East, the steward who 
was serving me had a name 
badge I couldn’t read, but 
judging from his manner,  
I think he was called  
Wut Dephuk Uwan. 

I was glad to touch 
down and head for my 
hotel, until I got here.  
The place is called  

The Fit Hotel, which is not a good start, as fit  
is not something I do, unless it’s a coughing fit.  
As I was checking in, I noticed there were lots  
of guests setting off in full mountaineering  
gear, while there seemed to be plenty of  
indoor tennis and football going on. 

I realised that The Red Bulletin had messed 
up when booking its accommodation when  
I discovered lots of team personnel staying at 
the same place. When a team books a hotel, it 
looks for somewhere dull and secluded so the 
engineers and mechanics are fully fit – there’s 
that word again – for working on cars, analysing 
data and working out strategies, and quite  
right too, with all that dangerous high-speed 
equipment to deal with. With nothing more 
dangerous to play with than the keyboards of 
our computers, we journalists want the complete 
opposite, in the shape of some sort of nightlife, 
but I think we’ve got more chance of seeing 
Mount Fuji go active this weekend. 

Never mind, at least next year we’ll be back  
in the slightly more entertaining environs  

of Suzuka, where you could rely on  
there being a party every night and some 

madness involving the drivers. Over a 
decade ago, I seem to recall Gerhard 
Berger being ‘honoured’ by having a 
brand of sausages named after him. 
They were about eight centimetres 
long and Gerhard made all the usual 
jokes. Very funny, but not as funny as 
when he burst into his team office, 
scaring the life  
out of everyone one morning in 
Suzuka, dressed as a Japanese 
security guard, complete with 
white shirt, red tie, blue jacket 
peaked cap, sunglasses and the 
obligatory white gloves. Why? Who 
knows, who cares?

Travel trauma and hotel reservations
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...working under 
floodlights 
seemed to give 
the paddock’s 
inhabitants an 
excuse to act 
rather strangely.
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According to Flavio Briatore, he and Ron Dennis have swapped lives: Flavio is 
now the happily married man and the McLaren boss is the swinging bachelor. 
We look at some other role reversals. 
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Koyuki Tsunoda

Anita Imanishi

Yusa Yoshida

Sayaka Kato

Azusa Nishigaki Saara

Satoko Suzuki

Rui Watanabe

Midori Nakajima

Tomomi Takada



Later, I travelled out a week early and sat by the 
pool at the Kyalami Ranch to get acclimatised.

I was fine for 100 miles – a F5000 race distance 
– but was racing Henri Pescarolo when I started 
going over the kerbs. I realised something was 
wrong, so I stopped at the pits, grabbed my old 
open-face helmet and put it on, jumped back in 
the car and returned to the race. However, the 
car had developed an air lock in the fuel system. 
I stopped two or three times while they tried to 
fix it before they said I might as well stop. 

My final race was in 1974.  I went to Interlagos 
with a works March. After about an hour of 
practice the engine developed a misfire. I got a 
terrific start in the race. Everyone’s throttles were 
jamming because the track was so dirty, but I 
knew how to deal with that. I went sailing past lots 
of people along the big straight when the misfire 
came back. Then I had an electrical problem; the 
wires kept coming off and stopping the car.  

ack in 1970 I was driving one of the 
works-supported F5000 McLarens and 
came second in the championship. I went 

well in the Oulton Park Gold Cup [a combined 
F1/F5000 race] and hung onto the F1 cars for  
a bit. As I discovered later, Bruce McLaren had 
talked to [BRM boss] Louis Stanley about me. 
The next thing I knew, I was at Silverstone 
having a test. BRM were originally taking two 
cars to South Africa in 1971, but I had a friend 
who knew race organiser Alex Bignault. He 
persuaded Bignault to find enough money for 
another car, so there I was at Kyalami in the 
P153. It wasn’t a very good car and I suspect I had 
the worst engine; certainly I was disappointed 
with how slow it was on the straight.

I had never raced before in a full-face Bell 
helmet. Unwisely, I thought, “New career, new 
helmet”.  I also hadn’t appreciated that, being at 
5,500ft [1,700m], you could get short of breath. 

I joined the wires together and got back to the pits. 
Eventually, I lost so much time that I had to stop. 
It was almost like a repeat of my first grand prix. 

At the time I didn’t imagine this would be  
my last race. March thought they had a sponsor 
coming, but the sponsor didn’t arrive and they 
had Vittorio Brambilla standing ready with Beta 
Tools money. Robin [Herd] and Max [Mosley] 
were very straight about it and pointed out that 
they could not afford to run for the whole year 
unless they could find some sponsorship. At that 
moment I had Maki offering the mega-deal of  
all time, so that got March off the hook. I should 
have stayed; Maki did not appreciate how 
competitive F1 was. The car never qualified and 
I had a big crash in practice at the Nürburgring, 
which put me in hospital for a while.  A

For more on the history of the Maki team 
check out tomorrow’s edition of the Bulletin.
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For the third year in a row, the drivers’ championship looks 
like being a dramatic fight to the finish. And speaking of 
dramatic fights to the finish, it’s once again time to vote in 
our annual awards.  From the best overtaking move to the 
worst race, we want to find out who and what you think 

have been the biggest winners and losers this season.

2 Team 
principal of the 

season

4 Best race

6 Drive of the 
season

8 Top truckie

10 Top 
motorhomer

12 Best 
photographer

14 PR of the 
year

CategoriesThe

It couldn’t be easier: just make your selections and send your suggestions to awards@redbulletinf1.com We’re going to keep the voting open right up until the Monday before the Brazil race weekend, so start thinking now!



rouble had been brewing for  
a while by the time the 1990 
Japanese Grand Prix finally got 
going. The previous Wednesday, 
championship leader Ayrton  

Senna had demanded that pole position be 
moved from the right-hand side of the Suzuka 
track to the cleaner left – and arch-rival Alain 
Prost concurred. If things remained as they  
were, qualifying second might be better than 
taking pole. The organisers wouldn’t budge, 
however, because the grid positions had  
already been painted on the track.

Senna’s mood wasn’t helped during a stormy 
pre-race briefing, when stewards decreed that 
drivers would be penalised for crossing the 
painted yellow dots that marked the pit entrance 
– just as the Brazilian had done the previous 
season, when he attempted to pass Prost at the 
final chicane, moments before the pair clashed. 
On that occasion, Senna had been disqualified 
for subsequently using the escape road and 
bypassing the chicane altogether – something 
the stewards briefly considered legitimising in 
1990. But there are no prizes for guessing what 
Senna thought about that…

The Brazilian qualified his McLaren on pole, 
but Prost’s superior speed in the Sunday warm-
up suggested his Ferrari might be a better bet in 
race trim. And the Frenchman was starting 
second, on the cleaner side of the track. The  
next few seconds panned out exactly as Senna 
had predicted, with Prost getting ahead on the 
run down to the first corner. With the approach  
to the chicane having been outlawed as an 
overtaking spot, the situation was potentially 
irreversible. So, Senna kept his foot planted on 
the accelerator and ploughed into the back of 
the Ferrari: both cars careered into the deep, 
dusty run-off area, their races over. With only 
one grand prix to go, in Australia, Senna had just 
put the championship beyond the reach of his 
nemesis. An acrimonious world title duel was 
over and the Japanese GP could now begin.

The principal protagonists’ demise handed 
the lead to Gerhard Berger, Senna’s team-mate, 
but Turn 1 was still covered in accident dust 
when the Austrian arrived on the second lap,  

so he promptly spun into retirement. That gifted 
the lead to Nigel Mansell in the Ferrari, who  
was followed by the Benettons of Nelson Piquet 
and Roberto Moreno. Williams drivers Thierry 
Boutsen and Riccardo Patrese were next up, 
from Derek Warwick in the Lotus and local  
hero Aguri Suzuki in a Lola-Lamborghini, 
although Suzuki managed to take sixth place 
from Warwick on lap seven.

The Benettons were running a harder-spec 
Goodyear tyre, and both drivers planned to  
run nonstop, but those around them felt that 
stickier rubber and a single stop would be more 
efficient. Boutsen pitted on lap 20, but lost time 
when his rear wheel jammed. Suzuki came in on 
lap 25 and leader Mansell 
followed suit next time 
around. Ferrari finished 
the job in just 5.82s – 
rapid by the standards  
of the day – but such  
was the Englishman’s 
appetite to resume that 
he broke a driveshaft 
during a wheel-spinning getaway. Patrese 
persisted with his worn rubber until lap 36,  
when his pitstop promoted Suzuki to third.

Japan did not have a particularly rich F1 
pedigree. In 1975, Hiroshi Fushida became  
the nation’s first driver to enter a world 
championship grand prix, but a blown engine 
denied him a start at Zandvoort (the Maki team 
did not have a spare) and he failed to qualify  
on his subsequent appearance, at Silverstone.

It was not until Japan staged its first grand 
prix, in 1976, that it had a driver on the grid – 
three, in fact, in the form of Masahiro Hasemi, 
Kazuyoshi Hoshino and Noritake Takahara, 
who had contested the 1974 International 

Trophy, a non-championship race, in a March – 
and representation had been thin ever since. 
Satoru Nakajima became the first Japanese 
driver to score a point, when he finished sixth in 
the 1987 San Marino GP, but his best results had 
been a couple of fourth places, and the podium 
had always proved elusive. On this particular 
day, Nakajima was destined to finish sixth, 
behind Patrese and Boutsen, but Suzuki was on 
course to make history. He even started to close 
on Moreno towards the end, before the team 
advised him to back off and settle for third.

“I know it was 18 years ago,” he says, “but that 
day remains crystal clear. I made a reasonable 
start from 10th on the grid, but all I remember 

about the first corner  
is the dust – it was 
absolutely everywhere 
and I had no idea who 
had gone off. It was only 
on the second lap that  
I was able to see the  
cars of Senna and Prost.

“Senna was very 
popular in Japan, and before the start I noticed 
how many Brazilian flags were waving in the 
grandstands. I was thinking, ‘We have two 
Japanese drivers on the grid, but there are hardly 
any Japanese flags.’ After the race, though,  
I looked down from the podium and there were 
Japanese flags everywhere. I wondered where 
they had all come from. There was always a very 
special atmosphere at Suzuka, and standing  
up there was a wonderful moment.”

It was Piquet’s first win for three years, and 
neither Moreno nor Suzuki had previously  
stood on the F1 podium. One of the most 
rancorous afternoons in the sport’s history 
ended on a refreshingly warm note. A
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This is our second year at Fuji Speedway, where once again we’ll be 
partying in the shadow of beautiful Mount Fuji. It hasn’t erupted since 

1707, so we decided to look around the local area to see what other 
earth-shattering activities we could find…

Japan’s capital city is one 
of the best places in the 
world for after-hours fun.

Ranked in the World’s Top 10 Clubs by DJ 
magazine, Womb opened in 2000 and will 
appease the appetite of even the most serious 
clubbers. Big names play on a regular basis, such 
as Josh Wink who plays tomorrow night. Sunday 
is Radio Soulwax night from 8pm-1am, which 
will see rock band Soulwax play live, after which 
the band’s DJ alter egos, 2manydjs, will hit the 
decks; entry costs 4,000 yen. Show a copy of your 
Red Bull Nights Out guide to get a free drink.

Located in Tokyo’s Roppongi entertainment area, 
Legends Sports Bar & Grill is a popular hangout 
for sports lovers. It features five plasma screens 
and a wide selection of drinks and food. It’s also 
adjacent to British pub Hobgoblin, perfect for a 
quiet pint after you’ve had your sports fix. Open 
5pm-late Mon-Fri and 2pm-late Sat and Sun.

Located high above the ground on the 52nd 
floor of Mori Tower, Mado Lounge’s unique 
combination of art, music and extraordinary 
views combine to create the ultimate Tokyo 
experience. The bar is part of both Tokyo City 
View and the Mori Art Museum, and entrance 
to either attraction will give you access to this 
classy venue, where you can dance the night 
away while looking out over the entire city.

From its cavernous main dance floor to smaller, 
themed rooms, there’s no shortage of space for 
dancing at Ageha. A super-nightclub for Tokyo’s 
most demanding fun seekers, this massive venue 
constantly hosts top DJs from around the world. 
There’s even a pool to cool off in when the 
dancing gets too much. Open from 11pm, 
entrance costs 3,500 yen.

24hr
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Johanna Kratochwil

Agata Kluzniak

Stephen Bailey

Achim Hofstadter

Fascinating facts about some paddock regulars.

22  10.10.08 MOMENT IN TIME
James Hunt took the 1976 title here at 
Fuji in a chaotic, rain-lashed race, then 
celebrated with an audition for a new 
driving career. But just what else was 
‘The Shunt’ up to during this period? 
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