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Browson, Miles

seminary began classes after the Civil War, Broadus had
only one student in his preaching class, and this student was
blind. Broadus, nevertheless, labored diligently in the prepa-
ration of lectures for this class, which were published in 1870
with the titke On the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons.
Without question, this volume, which is still used in some
settings, was the most famous work produced by Broadus.

In this influential volume, Broadus fleshed out the ide-
als of preaching he had formed over the past two decades
in his study of scripture, church history. and the history of
Christian preaching. Broadus was a teacher and preacher of
rare ability, giving lectures and preaching sermons across
the country. Broadus was invited 1o deliver the prestigious
Lyman Beecher lectures on preaching at Yale University as
well as significant addresses on the New Testamenlt al New-
lon Theological Seminary and w1 John Hopkins University.

In 1889, Broadus was clected the second president of
the seminary following the death of his close friend and
longtime colleague, Jumes P Boyce. Broadus, the Baptist
leader, preacher, and scholar, died on March 16, 1895. On
that day, the Louisville Courier-Journal reported, “There is
no man in the United States whose passing would cause
more widespread sorrow than that of Doctor Broadus’'
Broadus had no greater impact than his influence on his
prize student and son-in-law, A. T. Robertson, the most
outstanding Greek and New Testament scholar in Southern
Baptist History,

In addition to the Influentlal commentary on Matthew
and the masterful hook on preaching, Broadus alse pub-
lished: The Parumowunt amd Permanent Authority of the Bilie
(1887 ); Memoir of James P Boyee (1893); and A Harmony of
the Gospels (1893),
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Bronson, MiLes

Miles Bronson was born on July 20, 1812, in Norway, New
York. Aflter his graduation from Hamilton Literary and
Theological Institute, Bronson and his wife Ruth (Lucas)
sailed to India under appointment of the Baptist Board of
Foreign Missions to reinforce work in Assam that had been
staried by Nathan and Harriet Brown. Bronson's arrival in
Sadiva in July 1837 was marred by the tragic death of fellow
missionary, Jacob Thomas, whose boat was crushed by a tree
falling into the flooding Brahmaputra River.

By April 1838 the Bronsons had relocated to Jaipur where
he initiated work among the Singphos. In 1839 Bronson
moved from the plains and became the first Westerner Lo
live among the Nagas in the mountain village of Namsang,
A skilled linguist, Bronson wrole a Naga calechism and
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spelling book, the first books produced in any Naga tribal
language. Bronson's wife and daughter joined him at Nam-
sung along with his sister, Rhoda Bronson, the it unmar-
rled woman to serve in the mission.

Rhodas unlimely death seven months later and the
Missions view that work should be concentrated among
the more heavily populated plains led Bronson 1o relocate
to Nowgong. Bronsons work among the Nagas resumed
three decades later with the successful leamwork of Assa-
mese Baptist missionaries, Godhula and Lucy Brown, and
American Baptist missionarles, Edward W. and Mary Mead
Clark.

In 1841, in Nowgong, Bronson began work among the
Assamese by baptizing Nidhiram, the first Assamese Baptist
believer. Two years later, Bronson opened the Nowgong
Orphan Institution. Bronson advacated that girls as well as
boys should have opportunity for education. The Orphan
Institution provided the first coeducational schooling in
MNorth East India and became the most effective evangelistic
agency among the Assamese in thal period. In 1845, Bron-
son helped found the First Baptist Church in Guwahati and
began publishing Orunodoi, the first Assamese language
newspaper. By 1867, Bronson had completed the first Eng-
lish- Assamese dictionary,

Bronson baptized the first Garo believers and evange-
lists, Omed and Rhamke, In 1863, He organized first Garo
church and ordained first Garo pastor in 1867, The Garos
responded In large numbers lo the gospel. Their people
movement lo Christianity mobilized the sending of addi-
tional American Baptist missionaries into North East India.

In 1857, Bronson and fellow missionary William Ward
entered the Mikir Hills in western Assam. Bronson baptized
Rong Bong, the first Mikir (Karbi) Christian and urged
the American Baptist mission to expand its work there.
Bronson’s daughter and son-in-law, Mary and C. F Tolman,
became first American Baptist missionaries assigned to the
new work among the Karbi people.

In 1879, Bronson moved to Dibrugarh to begin work
among the Chota Nagpuri people. A fall from an elephant
forced Bronson to return to the United States for medical
treatment. This brought his forty-three-year missionary
career 1o a close. Miles Bronson died in Eaton Rapids,
Michigan, on November 9, 1883,

Bronson's life and work has had lasting inNuence both in
North East India and in the United Stales. In 2012, Assam
Sahitya Sabha, the leading literary body in Assam honored
Bronson whose linguistic work, literary publications, and
advocacy were mosl responsible lor preserving Assamese
language and culture. Sabha marked the 200th year of Bron.
son’s birth with a year-long series of events, publication of
two new Assamese dictionaries, a series of seminars, and
dedication of three busts of Bronson,

By the twenty-first century, the five ethnic populations
among whom Bronson had initiated work had mature Chiris-
tian movements, North East India Baptists had sent mission-
aries into many nations, including the United States, where
they serve as pastors, professors, and leaders of Christian
social ministries.
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