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Al-Wefaq calls on the UN'’s SG to break the silence
regarding crimes against humanity in Gaza,
otherwise it will be considered complicit

Dear Mr. Anténio Guterres
The Secretary-General of the United Nations,

Following over 30 days after the deadly campaign against Gaza, Israel has
breached over a dozen of international regulations on human rights and
war conditions. The permitted methods and means of warfare are dictated
by international humanitarian law, or jus in bello, which includes the 1949
Geneva conventions and 1977 protocols. Your excellency is provided with a
brief account of Gaza condition and the relevant regulations breached by
Israel under the Fourth Geneva Conventions and Additional protocols.

Thousands of buildings and non-military places have been targeted by
Israeli air strikes. The devastations include 260,000 residential units, 221
schools, 52 mosques, 7 churches, and multiple locations supervised by
UNRWA, healthcare centers and hospitals, markets, and the infrastructures
of the city which were partly or entirely demolished. Israel has utilized illegal
ammunition against the civilian people, including the white phosphorus
munitions.

Art. 35 (additional protocol 1)

Use of weapons that “cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering,”
as well as means of warfare that “cause widespread, long-term, and severe
damage to the natural environment” are prohibited.

Arts. 56, 53 (additional protocol I)
Dams, dikes and nuclear generating stations may not be attacked, nor can
cultural objects and places of worship.

Arts. 10-11, Arts. 13-14, Art. 16 (additional protocol Il)

Attacks are forbidden on civilians and on “objects indispensable to civilian
survival” such as crops, irrigation systems or drinking water sources, cultural
objects, and places of worship.

So far, over 10,022 civilians lost their lives in Gaza, including over 4,104 infants
and children and over 2,641 women. The incessant and systematic attacks of
Israel have led to the forced displacement of over 1.5 million people from the
northern Gaza. The stats and reports verify that roughly 73% of the victims
are women, children, and the elderly.



Art. 13, 32:

Civilians are to be protected from murder, torture or brutality, and from
discrimination on the basis of race, nationality, religion or political opinion.
Arts. 15, 79, Arts. 76-77 (additional protocol I)

Special protections are provided for women, children and civilian medical
personnel, and measures of protection for journalists are specified.

Art. 4 (additional protocol Il)
Children are to be evacuated to safe areas when possible and reunited with
their families.

Israeli army kept targeting reporters (killing over 31), emergency services,
the displaced camps, religious centers, UNRWA centers (leading to the
death of 88 of your colleagues), healthcare centers, and refugee camps. In
one case, the brutal raid on Al-Ahli hospital led to the death of over 500
civilians, including the patients, healthcare staff, and hundreds of people
who took shelter there.

Art. 14
Hospital and safety zones must in fact be established for groups such as the
injured, sick and pregnant women.

Art. 18:
Civilian hospitals and their staff must be protected.

Art. 12 (additional protocol I):
Medical units shall be respected and protected at all times and shall not be
the object of attack.

Israel had also implemented a “total blockade” on Gaza, already under
blockade for over 16 years. The city has been on the verge of a human
catastrophe, running out of food, medication, and fuel. The hospitals, mostly
already out of service, are still under the risk of power outage due to the lack
of fuel for power engines.

Art. 55
Occupying powers are to provide food and medical supplies as necessary to
the population and maintain medical and public health facilities.

Art. 59
When that is not possible, they are to facilitate relief shipments by impartial
humanitarian organizations such as the ICRC.

Israelhassofarbreached multiplearticlesinotherhumanitarian conventions
including Hague regulations, and ICC laws of war condition. The ICC defines
war crimes as “grave breaches of the Geneva conventions.”



Crimes against humanity, according to ICC, include murder, extermination
and deportation or forcible transfer of population “when committed as
part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian
population, with knowledge of the attack.” On the other side, Article 27 of the
Hague regulations asserts that “in sieges and bombardments, all necessary
steps must be taken to spare, as far as possible, buildings dedicated
to .. hospitals, and places where the sick and wounded are collected.”

Dear Secretary-General,

The documented massacre and inhumane conducts and policies of Israel
has already instigated sorrow and fury across the world. Besides, concerns
about a widespread regional conflict have been referred to by analysts and
observers. Under this circumstance, your excellency and the UN security
council are legally obliged to put the crimes and their consequences under
the Chapter VIl of the United Nations Charter and activate an international
fact-finding commission

AlWefagNationallslamicSocietyexpectsthattheinternationalorganizations,
the United Nationsin specific, break silence and ignorance over these crimes
against humanity ortheywill be considered assupporters ofthe practice.

Your high excellency is expected to use the relevant apparatus like launching
the research committees, calling for emergency special sessions (of UN or
UNSC) and submitting the case and documents of the massive breach of
international regulations and human rights, massacre, forced displacement,
genocide, and violating the rights of nations under occupation by Israel to
ICC and ICJ. The least expected from your excellency is to facilitate a further
UNGA resolution on “The Unity for Peace”.

Al-Wefaq National Islamic Society
Nov 7, 2023



>

AL-Wefaq National Islamic Society w

dsailwyll (nibgll Glig dsnas @



