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Complacency

“Extremes meet,” the whiting may have said, its tail in its
mouth. But extreme opinions about the future of top-level motor
racing may never become reconciled, even to the dubious satis-
faction of the whiting, because one extreme point of view is rarely
heard. A monopoly of power in Grand Prix racing which, during
the last few years, has produced a universal increase in the popu-
larity of Formula 1, has also tended to put the sport’s foremost
category almost beyond effective criticism. There are those who
fear that the present success of Grand Prix racing may be short-
lived, but their views cannot often be satisfactorily expressed. No
voice even of superficial authority can be theirs when the Grand
Prix circuit promoters are apparently satisfied with the present
‘closed-shop’ situation, and the sport’s supposed governing body
has shown itself to be little more than an organisation committed
to sanctioning the wishes of the monopolistic Formula One Con-
structors Association. Where can the opponents of the current
Grand Prix format find a platform?

In this, the first issue of the New Year, we are devoting
editorial space to the views of Chris Nixon, a former staff writer
for AUTOSPORT. Nixon believes fervently that recent weakness of
the CSI, in the face of modern entrepreneurial tactics, has
resulted in a Grand Prix ‘circus’ whose appeal, while presently
strong, must decline along with the capacity of current Formula
1 cars actually to race against each other.

Nixon supplies plenty of evidence to support his claim that
modern Grand Prix enthusiasts do not enjoy racing in the pure
sense of the word, and it is evidence which is difficult to refute.
There can be no question that there is less overtaking than used
to be the case, no matter how superficially competitive the field as
a whole. Technology — especially in the fields of tyres, aero-
dynamics and braking — seems to have got out of hand, at the
expense of the spectacle of pure racing.

One of the most significant developments during the past
decade has been the adjustment of the Grand Prix circuits to
meet the needs of the cars, rather than the other way round. For
the most part, this has been done to reduce cornering speeds, but
the result has also been to make overtaking even more difficult —
the racing, therefore, less spectacular. Every level-headed
observer must agree that this trend is regrettable.

It is dangerous complacency to defend the other extreme view,
namely that Grand Prix racing has never been better, and that its
popularity can only increase with its projected growth as a major
television sport. Chris Nixon’s article points out that the single
most important factor in the success of Grand Prix racing is the
satisfaction of the spectator. In his opinion, the modern ‘circus’
has lost sight of this. Because he is a serious observer of the sport
whose involvement has embraced much of the post-war period —
and most of all because he cares — his views should be heard.
They may be fiercely expressed, but they are also valid: let us
therefore consider them.

cover picture

One of the most ‘international’ touring car competitors during 1978 was
Stuart Graham, who took his Fabergé Ford Capri Group 1 car, as regularly
raced in the British Tricentrol series, also to France and elsewhere. Both the
British and the European Group 1 racing series are reviewed in this issue.
Photo: Jeff Bloxham.

next week

Our complete review of the American racing scene — New Zealand’s
Formula Pacific championship gets under way — Latest Porsche 911 on test
— Technical & otherwise — Another rising star from Ireland*
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elight on the face of Niki Lauda as he poses in the new Brabham-Alfa BT48 at the team's Chessington headquart?ars.

New generation Brabham BT4 8

The very latest Brabham BT48,
complete with its new V12 Alfa Romeo
engine, made a brief appearance at
Brands Hatch on the Saturday before
Christmas. Niki Lauda was at the wheel,
and was expected to continue testing at
Paul Ricard at the beginning of this
week.

The British press have not yet been
invited to view the new car, but, as the
photographs show, it is certainly radical.
The most obvious departure from the
norm, of course, is the lack of a rear
wing — or rather, a conventional rear
wing. There is a wing there, but it is
mounted behind the rear bodywork,
rather than above it. Very obviously a
child of the ‘ground effect’ generation,
the BT48’s monocoque is constructed
part in aluminjum and part in carbon
fibre. This is the first time the latter
material has been used for a
monocoque. It features prominently
elsewhere, too. In keeping with past
Brabham practice, the Dunlop brakes
feature composite carbon fibre discs and
pads. Girling calipers, mounted out-
board, are used at front and rear.

Inboard coil spring damper units are
fitted at front and rear; there are double
wishbones at the front, and single
(bottom) wishbones at the back with

The shape of things to come? The rear wing arrangement of the BT48 is expected to
appear on other new FI cars in the near future.

triangulated twin links at the top. Front
track is 67 ins, rear 64 ins, and the
wheelbase is 108 ins.

Predictably, Niki Lauda was like a kid
with a new toy, thrilled to bits with
Gordon Murray’s newest creation. The
big question mark must surround the
engine. Very encouraging horsepower
figures have been seen on the dyno, but

there are inevitably teething troubles
with any new Formula 1 engine. We
know not how it has performed in the
car, but hear that, following its Brands
shakedown test, attempts were being
made to obtain a Cosworth scavenge
pump . . . The team intend to have two
of the new cars in South America for
Lauda and Nelson Piquet.

Congratulations to  Sir  Jack
Brabham, knighted in last weekend'’s
New Year Honours List.

Wollek’s Porsche Cup

After one of the closest seasons in the
history of this lucrative competition,
Strasbourg’s Bob Wollek received the
1978 Porsche Cup, with its attendant
cheque for £20,810, at a reception
shortly before Christmas. The brilliant
Kremer Group S team leader was chal-
lenged mightily throughout the year by
his opposite number from Georg Loos’s
Gelo equipe, Dutchman Toine
Hezemans, who finished only 14.S points
down on Wollek.

The Frenchman has now scored an
unprecedented hat-trick in the Porsche
Cup. In fact, he becomes the only man
to win the title on three occasions,
Britain’s John Fitzpatrick having had

two successes but commg third this year.

The Porsche Cup is open to private
drivers only, and last year 117 drivers
from 14 countries scored points on their
waiy to six international and 21 national
titles.

1, Bob Wollek (F, DM77,000); 2, Toine
Hezemans (NL, DM50,000); 3, John Fitzpatrick
(GB, DM35,000); 4, Peter Gregg (USA, DM28,000);
5, Manfred Schurti (FL, DM22,000); 6, Klaus
Ludwig (D, DM20,000); 7, Reinhold Jést (D,
DM18,000); 8, Ludwig Heimrath (CDN,
DM16,000); 9, Henri Pescarolo (F, DM114,000);
10,” Whittington (USA, DM12,000); 11, Don
Whittington (USA, DM10,000); 12, Jacques
Almeras (F, DM8,500); etc.

Jean-Pierre Jarier was full of enthusiasm for the Tyrrell 009, which he drove at Ricard shortly before Christmas. Indeed the
Frenchman compared the car favourably with the Lotus 79 . . . -

edited by Nigel Roebuck

Mo’s new
Ensign

Mo Nunn was understandably dis-
appointed at Tissot’s decision to take
their sponsorship money to Lotus, but
says he was not surprised. “I don’t think
they ever forgave us for replacing Ickx
with Derek Daly,” he told us on
Tuesday. *“They understood why we’d
done it, and that it was a good move
from our point of view. From theirs,

| however, Jacky was a bettgr bet because

he was more widely known.”

Would the Tissot move make things
difficult for Ensign? ‘“Well, things are a
bit tight at the moment. But Guy
Edwards is looking for money for us in
Europe, and Chuck Jones is doing the
same thing in the States, so I’'m hopeful.
The new car is virtually finished now,
and is just waiting for its bodywork. We
won’t take it to South America, though.
We never really intended to! We’ll run
the old one, and hope we can finish.”

In Argentina and Brazil, the car will
be in its familiar dark blue livery, but for
the new one, which will be taken to
South Africa, Nunn will revert to red,
last used in 1976. “I was going to go
back to dark green, but Lotus are using
that now.”

F2 Pirelli’s
available

Pirelli, who supplled tyres to Piero
Necchi in last year’s European Formula
2 Championship, have announced that
their P7 radials will be available for sale
to any F2 team during 1979. They have
also confirmed that they will be
supporting two F2 teams this season.
Eddie Cheever’s works Osella-BMW will
have them, and so will an Italian two-car
March-BMW team, one of whose drivers
will be Alberto Colombo.

Golden Grid
Pass scheme

The latest scheme from the Gunnar
Nilsson Cancer Treatment Campaign is
something entirely new. If you succeed
in raising more than £200 for the cam-
paign, you can qualify for a Golden Grid
Pass.

These will be issued to all who collect
more than £200, and will be used at the
Race of Champions in March. The pass
holders will have their own ‘pits walk-
about’, during which they can present
the money to the driver (or constructor)
of their choice. The presentations will be
made in a ceremony at the top of the
startline tower.

So, if you want to raise money for this
most worthwhile cause, and you'd like to
meet Mario Andretti or Niki Lauda or
another star of your choice, get weaving.
Organise sponsored walks, sponsored
knit-ins, whatever you like. And when
you've reached the target, let us know at
AutosporT Editorial, Regent House,
54-62 Regent Street, London W1A 4Y]J,
and we'll pass on your name to the
proper authorities.

@ Our sincere apologies to Nina Rindt.
In a recent issue, we referred to ‘the
former Jochen Rindt Show’. As his
widow points out, it is still very much
‘the Jochen Rindt Show’.
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The Martini Lotus 79 — absolutely gorgeous in its new British Racing Green livery.

Tissot join Martini
Racing Team Lotus

As we told you before Christmas,
Martini and Rossi have indeed con-
cluded a sponsorship deal with Colin
Chapman’s Lotus team, and Mario
Andretti and Carlos Reutemann will run
in their colours throughout this year.
The contract also covers the 1980
season, after which there are renewal
options.

The deal was announced at a
reception at the Martini Terrace in
London shortly before Christmas.
Martini’s David Rutherford said that the
company, which previously sponsored
Brabham and Tecno, were delighted to
be back in Grand Prix racing. We gather
that Tyrrell, McLaren and Alfa Romeo
were all discussed as possibilities for
Martini backing. When Olympus — to
everyone’s amazement — decided not to
renew their contract with Lotus, Martini
were more than happy to step in.

Everyone was delighted with the
team’s colour scheme. It is quite some
time since British Racing Green was
seen on a top-class Grand Prix car.
Count Rossi, who heads Martini Racing,
is a racing fanatic, of course (remember
his road-going Porsche 917!), and was
apparently a great admirer of the late
Jimmy Clark. “Make it as much like
Jimmy's car as possible. That’s what the
Count told us,” said Andrew Ferguson.
“And, of course, we were more than
happy to go along with that.” Clearly
Rossi is a sponsor with a soul.

Colin Chapman, who must be
delighted that his cars are now Lotuses
again, was in splendid form at the
reception. ‘“What,” somebody asked,
“are your feelings about the Tyrrell
009?” He grinned. “Well, of course, it’s
very flattering in a way . . . Then again,
if all goes well, it’ll be obsolete in three
or four months!”’ The Lotus 80, he said,
would appear in a few weeks’ time, pro-
bably for pre-race testing at Kyalami.
He declined to give any details of the new
car, but said that several modifications
were being made to the 79. In South
America, the two drivers will race 79Bs.

After the withdrawal of John Player —
who most unfortunately made their
announcement on the very day of
Gunner Nilsson’s death — and
Olympus’s decision to go with Wolf,
Lotus’s sponsorship fortunes seemed
bleak. As well as Martini, however,
Lotus have also concluded a deal with
Tissot, formerly with Mo Nunn'’s Ensign
team. This arrangement was announced
only this week, so our photograph of the
79 does not bear Tissot sign-writing.

® The BWRDC collected £300 from
their recent sponsored parachute jump,
all proceeds going towards the Nigel Tan
and David Allen Fund. Among the
intrepid jumpers were Viv West and
Wendy Markey.

Fabi dominates NZ
opener at Bay Park

It was Teo Fabi all the way in the open-
ing rounds of the 1979 New Zealand
Formula Pacific race series, held at Bay
Park, Mt Maunganui, last Sunday
(December 31).

Fabi drove his factory entered March
-BMW 782/792 to pole position with a
55.1s qualifying lap, and then on the day
led the first and second rounds of the 10-
race series from start to finish and with
consummate ease. The Italian scored the
best possible 40 pts and put himself
12pts clear of American Jeff Wood
(March 78B) and Kiwi Brett Riley
(March 77B). Woods ran out fifth in the
first race and third in the second, while
Riley was sixth in the first and more or
less kept the diminutive Italian honest
by claiming second spot in the second
race, Fabi’s winning margin in that in-
stance being 5.85 secs.

Australian Larry Perkins, who had not
driven a racing car since May 1978,
came home second in the first race with
a March 77B, a full 58.9 secs behind
Fabi. Perkins just headed Eje Elgh, who
was given the same race time. After the
first meeting, Elgh is next in the table
with 26 pts, with the March 782 entered
by Dick Bennett racing with Marlboro.

New Zealander Ken Smith (March
76B) is placed next in the table with
24pts gained from a first-race fourth and
a second-race seventh. He is one of the
two local old hands in this series, the
other being Dave McMillan (Ralt RT1),

who had the misfortune to be shunted
out of contention immediately after the
rolling starts in both races.

Notable absentee at Bay Park was
Fred Opert, who sent two Chevron B45s
to New Zealand along with five engines.
One car was to be driven by Dutchman
‘Michael Bleekemolen, but he did not
appear and, although  rumours
abounded regarding Opert’s absence,
those people who might have known
were tight-lipped. Rumour has it that an
Opert entry has been made for the third
and fourth rounds at Pukekohe next
weekend for Keke Rosberg, the overall
champion in 1977 and 1978 in the Stuy-
vesant-sponsored series.

Fabi’s March is the car which Teddy
Yip entered for Alan Jones in the Macau
Grand Prix and which Jones drove so
well until spark plug trouble intervened.
It is fitted with controversial adjustable
skirts which, team manager Murray
Taylor says, will not cause any hassles in
this series because the formula is the
brainchild of the New Zealanders, and is
not subject to FIA regulations.

Whether the skirts accounted for

Fabi’s success at Bay Park (which is a
throttle-on,  throttle-off,  1.33-mile
circuit with constant-radius curves) is
debatable, but the general consensus of
opinion is that the Italian has a great
deal more talent than his opposition. At
least, that is the way it showed up at Bay
Park. Report next week.

e < 2 «(
Recently unveiled in Italy was the Group 5 Lancia Beta Monte Carlo, which will
be driven this year by Riccardo Patrese and Walter Rokrl. The car did not have its
turbocharged 1.4-litre engine installed at the time of the launch.

&

by Barry Foley

(

THEIR NEW SPONSOR ...

IT'S GOOD TO SEE LOTUS GOT

—

.. BUT HAVE YOO HAD A CLOSE LOOK
AT THE 79’ ? I'M REALLY SORPRISED
: AT COWIN CHAPMAN ...

e

.. 1T'5 ALMOST AN EXACT COPY
OF THE NEW TYRRELL!

-4
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THE FIRST EVER BRITISH MOTOR RACING EXHIBITION

Admission —

See the latest models from British Racing Car constructors.
Visit displays of cars representing each international

and national racing categories.

Donington circuit will be available
for trials and testing.

Visit the World-famous
Donington museum

Trade & Accessory stands |

*k Racing Car auctions

Film Shows Autojumble‘ -
Tours of the circuit T
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[ 1CASSETTES[C__]

THE AUTHENTIC SOUND OF MOTOR SI_’ORT
Season selection

Experience again the action at some of 1978's top motor sports
events, with commentary, interviews and all the exciting sounds
recorded by Eric Dymock, Anthony Marsh and Clive Jacobs. |deal
Christmas gifts for the enthusiast.

Order now from our complete 1978 list. Tick titles required.
Competition Cassettes Ltd., 94 Evelyn Ave., Ruislip, Middlesex,
England HA4 8AJ.

BN BN BN Bl BLOCKLETTERS PLEASE HN HE BN ER
Argentine/Brazil G.P.s. O British Grand Prix @]

Silverstone International German/Austrian/Dutch/
Trophy o Italian G.P.s. (C90) a
Monaco Grand Prix o U.S./Canadian G.P.s./
Belgian Grand Prix o Season Review o
Le Mans 24 Hours o R.A.C. Rally a
Swedish/French G.P.s. O

All titles now £4.50 inc. post and packing. Order two or more
cassettes and send only £3.00 each. Overseas customers please
add £0.50 per tape (Europe) £1.25 (elsewhere) for airmail post.
NAME

ADDRESS :

POSTCODE AMOUNT ENCLOSED

ALLOW 14 DAYS FOR DELIVERY MAIL ORDER ONLY

i

t

adults £1.00
children 50p

Open 10am
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Donington Park Racing Ltd.,, Castle Donington, Derby DE7RP. Tel: Derby (0332) 810048. Telex: 377793.

MOTOR RACING TOURS 1979

MONACO GP
Six itineraries
from £52.95

SPANISH GP
Six-day tour
£95.25

BELGIAN-GP
Three itineraries
from £21.95

FRENCH GP
Day and
weekend visit
from £30.95

~ LEMANS !
Dover and
Southampton dep.
from £28.50

SWEDISH GP }
De Luxe

Five-day tour
1£94.50

AUSTRIANGP |
Two tours
from £59.95 |

ITALIAN GP L

DUTCH GP
Four tours
from £22.95

GERMAN GP
Day and weekend visit
i from £29.95
NURBUHUGRING
FORMULA 2

PAU GP £49.75 £27.25

ROUEN F2 GP
Two tours £23.50
from

£63.95

@ 32 itineraries to choose trom "® Book your race tickets through
@ Special Rates for groups our agency
® Series booking discounts _® Alltours escorted
OUR ‘NEW’ 1979 BROCHURE IS OUT NOW!!!
DIAL (0953) 602884 for your copy
or return the slip today

5% DISCOUNT ON ALL BOOKINGS RECEIVED BY JANUARY 30

out hurry! Gapacity is strictly limited.
24-HOUR DIAL-A-BROCHURE SERVICE

Please rush me your 20-page Motor Racing tour brochure

15a TOWN GREEN, WYMONDHAM, NORFOLK
Tel: {0953) 602884 (24-hour brochure service)
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o e i corresgondence

the editor is not bound to agree with readers’ opinions

Patriot

All Jean-Pierre Jarier’s performances in Canada and
the USA served to prove was that it was the car that
won the 1978 World Championship, and not
specifically Mario Andretti.

After all your boosting of Mario in 1978, and
putting-down of Niki Lauda on the basis of his driving
for points instead of to win like the ‘racer’s racer’,
Andretti’s performances in 1978 were certainly not any
more stirring than Lauda’s were in 1977, Lotus 79 or
not. One little problem, and he’d had it, once his
‘unfair advantage’ had slipped away; at least Lauda
kept to his task and sometimes pulled out fantastic
drives to attempt to salvage a situation.

So do Carlos Reutemann and Jody Scheckter, about
whom you seem to have been rather cool this last year,
hardly ever giving just comment on their
performances. Mr Mustard has already pointed this
out in relation to Reutemann, and I feel that the same
has applied to Scheckter on occasions, such as his
shattering climb through the field at Hockenheim and
his brief lead at Kyalami when that Wolf was being
kept on the road by sheer willpower and skill, until the
engine cutting out entering corners was too much even
for him.

If that had been Andretti, we would never have
heard the last of how he battled gallantly against “the
fabulous Lotus 79’s display of rare pique” or some
such journalistic jewel.

As for the “fabulous” 79, well, I hope the wingless
80 is a flop, or at least someone works out what
Chapman does underneath his cars so that they have
the opportunity to race with Lotus, and disprove the
‘fact’ that whichever driver is lucky enough to choose
the right car wins the World Championship.

Remember Mario, Ferrari never stay down for long
(just reminding you of Watkins Glen), and, with Jody
behind the wheel now, watch out!

When Jody begins relieving Mario of his crown next
year, let's get the adjectives in relation to his
performances — and try not to fight too gallant a rear-
guard action for your precious Lotuses.

ZULULAND, S. AFRICA Davip PoLLock

Daimler, not BL

With reference to your Sports Extra story about John
Whitmore’s dragster (December 7), I feel obliged to
point out that the Daimler 2.5-litre V8 engine had
nothing whatever to do with British Leyland. That is
why it was — and still is — one of the finest engines in
the world.

Leyland failed even to recognise the engine's
qualities, and introduced their own laughable
Triumph Stag. The Rover V8, which is a reasonably
attractive power unit, was taken from Buick. Please
don’t equate real Daimlers with BL (very apt initials).

Apart from the above complaint, many thanks for
an excellent magazine.

YoRk CHRIS JOHNSON

Spotlighting problems

As organisers of the Dunlops of Dumfries/Burmah
Galloway Hills Stage Rally, may we use your columns
to highlight a rather serious problem which is rearing
its head with increasing frequency these days? We refer
to the theft of spotlights after events.

The Galloway Hills weekend has, we trust, achieved
a certain reputation for friendliness and informality
over the years. You can understand therefore that we
were absolutely disgusted to learn that a considerable
number of spotlights went missing shortly after the
finish of our event. :

The problem is, however, even more serious than
this. Due to the secluded position of the Cally Hotel, it
seemed to us very improbable that members of the
public could be responsible for these thefts. After
enquiries, we are now in possession of evidence that the
thefts were committed by the crew of a service van
engaged on the event.

Needless to say, in conjunction with the local police,
we are devoting considerable energy to tracing this
service van and the competitors involved. Any

additional information that your readers can supply
P e i R L PR

We do not devote all our time and energies into
trying to put on an enjoyable weekend for the benefit of
people like these, and we are sure that other rally
organisers are behind us on this. We intend to see that
these people are removed from the rallying fraternity
completely, and we will approach the RAC with a view
to their taking disciplinary action with regard to the
competitors’ competition licences.

May we offer our sincere apologies to those competi-
tors who suffered loss, and we hope that their
memories of the Galloway Hills will not be soured by
the actions of the few who will never, with our know-
ledge, return to any event put on by us.
CasTLE DouGLAS Davip McHARG

NoRMAN GOWANS

GRAEME MCDERNID

GEORGE RUTHERFORD

Low-cost FF1600

We promised in our earlier letter to your Corres-
pondence section concerning low-cost Formula
Ford, that we would report back with details of the
response. It has been extremely encouraging — we
have obviously uncovered a huge demand. Within a
few days of the publication of the letter we had a
gridful of car owners, and half as many again who have
expressed a firm interest in the idea.

There is little doubt in our minds that such a series
can be a success, and we already have the backing of
the BRSCC Midland Centre for staging a number of
races next year. But, before that happens, we need a
set of rules, and before the rules can be drawn up there
are some difficult questions to be answered. We need
definite answers to such posers as: the minimum age
limit for proprietary chassis; should ‘specials’ be
permissible; and, in the light of racing tyres lasting
four meetings, should road tyres be specified?

To help sort out these and other points we are
currently circulating a questionnaire to all the
interested people that we know about, and, if any of
your readers who didn’t contact us would like to fill one
in, would they please get in touch as soon as possible.
Again, we hope for a good response, because the
regulations will be written in the light of the replies we
receive and this is a chance to influence the outcome.

7 YaLDING GDNs, WOLLATON, BoB LEE
NOTTINGHAM GRAHAM TEMPLEMAN

Keep it going!

I would like to point out an error in your comments on
the MCD Fixture List for next season, reported in your
December 14 Sports Extra. The ‘Motor Show 200’ was
always a BARC event, not BRSCC, and has not been
held for the past two years.

In fact, the ‘International 200’ is Britain’s oldest
single-seater race, having been held at Brooklands
1921-39; Aintree 1954-64; cancelled at Silverstone and
Oulton in 1965 and 1966 due to flood and snow respec-
tively; and held at Brands since October 1966 as the
Motor Show 200.

Perhaps the BARC could revive it as a double length
Aurora Formula 1 race at Thruxton?

BECKENHAM. ROBERT W. TREBBLE

What about John?

Having watched BBC television’s Sports Review of
1978, 1 found it necessary to ask myself, does John
Watson really exist? Nowhere in this 90mins extrava-
ganza was the brilliant but unfortunate Ulsterman’s
name mentioned. Watson was by far the best British
driver competing during 1978; however, BBC seem to
think Hunt is the only driver from our country in the
World Championship.

I was dismayed by the replaying of some horrendous
shunts, including Ronnie Peterson’s tragic accident at
Monza. We have seen this piece of film flashed across
our screen so many times before; was it really necessary
to subject us to it again? I was also shocked that the
horrific accident in the Brands F3 race should be
included among the ‘funnies’ at the end of the show.
This senseless ghoulishness marred what otherwise was
a good season of Grand Prix coverage by the BBC.

T oarra: NNYAT 1 Avrriowy Hrrrmo

Diet of pasties

I must point out on behalf of Camel Vale MC members
that Roger Bricknell, National Trials Champion 1977
and 1978, is a true Cornishman, born West of the
Tamar, reared on pasties and cream, and not a Devon
man as stated in AUTOSPORT recently.

As a “foreigner’ myself, albeit married to a Cornish-
man, I feel my passport would be endangered if I did
not point this out. Max Boyce may be forgiven for
adopting the Cornish battle cry of ‘Oggie, Oggie,
Oggie’, but . . .

EDNA BROADBENT,
President — Camel Vale MC
W ADEBRIDGE, CORNWALL.

Few scapegoats

During 1978, I have supported the racing activities of
Bryce Wilson. Thus the opening paragraphs of your
Tiff Needell interview were of particular interest to me.
It does seem that Mr Needell’s view on the incident
at the Thruxton complex appears somewhat . different
to those held by your race reporter in your edition
of November 16, 1978. '
- Eighteen-year-old scapegoats must be thin on the
ground.

GLASGOW . L. F. JACOBSEN.

Ban skirts now

I have a very contentious suggestion which will no
doubt put the so-called purists up in arms: the powers
that be (and I'm not quite certain who they are these
days) should ban skirts on all formulae from January 1,
1980 so as to give 12 months advance warning. As I
consider myself a purist, within reason, let me defend
this suggestion.

Ground Effect Cars are all very well. They are clever,
fast and make the best use of aerodynamics within the
rules, but do have some major drawbacks. Firstly,
skirts are so esoteric that they are unlikely ever to have
any practical application outside single-seater racing
cars. Second, and far more serious, they are bound to
have the ultimate effect of making all cars virtually
outwardly identical: in answer to Catchpole’s dilemma
(December 21/28), Jarier has a blue 79 already. At
least this is the way it will appear to the man-in-the-
street, since the design of a ground effect car is so
restricted that it must end up with a chisel nose, very
narrow monocoque, side pods containing rads to the
maximum width permissible and so on almost by
definition. Eventually Joe Bloggs will have no way of
recognizing one type from another at all and they may
as well be Sponsor Specials — identifiable by their
livery solely. This is where his interest wanes.

Gone will be the distinctive noses, engine covers,
body section profiles and so on. It has even virtually
eliminated the use of any engine configuration other
than Vee — that is ludicrous and can only damage
the image of our sport in the long run. Ban all types of
skirts and lift bodywork restrictions (except for wing
dimensions) and then we’ll see a number of aero-
dynamic solutions to the problem, from fully enclosed
bodywork like a Le Mans Alpine to tiny and narrow
cars 4 la Williams FW06, all mixing it together — the
delicate balance between agility and straight line
speed/stability.

It is essential that F1 retains its interest for the man
in the street. It must not be allowed to degenerate into
a ‘one-make’ series in appearance, otherwise they
might as well contract Lotus to produce 25 cars and
have customers run them.

Everyone will soon catch up and the technical
interest and superiority of the ground effect car will no
longer exist. The only result, therefore, will be a
furthering of the lack-of-identity already evident in
formula cars. How often have your friends said to
you, “I can’t tell the difference, anyway” in a
disgruntled way? I do not believe that a ban on skirts
would render all cars obsolete — many would get away
with only a side-pod redesign initially.

The ‘look-alike syndrome’ along with the amazingly
complicated and' confusing new regulations will be
enough to scare off all but the true-blue enthusiasts
and, from the USAC débacle, we all know how few
there are of those. The End is Nigh!

T ~armeas yio
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Our year in black and white

With more than a little help from Richard Umberto Grano’s Luigi Racing
Longman and his 1275cc Mini, we took the BMW 3.0 CSL took the European Tourmg
honours in the RAC British Touring e Car Champlonshlp, to give us our seventh
Car Championship for the sixth year success in the event in
running. ‘elght years : -

s, s st sl

Harald Ertl won ‘ § R e -
the prestigious | NNye D B
German Group 5 \J§ ,
National Champ- ‘4
ionship in his
mighty Schnitzer
BMW 320- on Dunlop.

Meanwhile, hardly a day
passed when somebody, somewhere,
wasn’t winning something on Dunlop.

So that by the end of the season, we’d put
another 16 championships under our belt.
Here’s a selection:-

French
Touring Car
Championship Lucien Guitteny Ford Capri lll

European
Super Vee
Championship Helmut Henzler March 783

Volkswagen Silver
Cup GB Super Vee
Championship Bruce Venn Lola 326/8

National
Formula 4

K

RAC National
Formula Ford
Championship Kenny Acheson Royale RMC RP24

DUNLOP

Championship lan Briggs Delta 784 Ieoding the field to give gou the best




BRANDS HATCH

Terry Gray, the ex-kartist from Wye in Kent, set
his seal on the 1978 Kent Messenger FF1600
championship just as he would have wished on
Boxing Day, whirling his Sisley Karting-backed
Royale RP24 to victory in both his heat and the
final at the BARC’s traditional Yuletide meet-
ing. This successfully rounded off a fine year for
the promising Kentish driver, backing up his
runner-up position in the national Dunlop ‘Star
of Tomorrow’ series. In 1979 Gray may well be
the man to beat. Racing was unusually un-
inspiring in the rather flat, grey conditions and,
unlike Christmas meetings of a few years back,
the entry was comparatively poor. Apart from
Gray, who enjoyed some close combat with
James Weaver’s forcefully driven Tiga, only a
couple of pilots stood out from the rest. Alan
Humberstone endeared himself to the VIPs in
the Grovewood suite and the enthusiasts on the
spectator banks with a marvellous display of on-
the-limit driving in his potent Stiletto-Ford while
John Homewood used all his normal panache to
good effect at the wheel of an immaculate BDA-
powered Tiga Sports 2000 car in his pursuit of
Syd Fox in the Libre event.

Championship leader Terry Gray coped best with
the atrocious weather throughout practice for the
opening Kent Messenger FF1600 heat, annexing pole
from Jim Weaver, the lap record holder who was more
than happy with the Scorpion-entered Tiga once again.
Local man Peter Lawrence did well to complete the
front row in the attractive yellow Mansell Racing
Royale with Tim Davies (back in the Paddock Racing
Royale) and Nick Taylor’s smart Jomic in behind.

Weaver, from the centre of the front row, and
Davies, got the best starts although Gray, by clinging
sternly to the inside line, sat right on the Tiga’s gear-
box by Paddock, the leading pair not to be seen again
by most of the field. Initial chase was given by Law-
rence before his engine was plagued by a dreadful mis-
fire whence Ashley Ward, from the third row, took up
station in third place, guesting in Andy Ackerley’s
“Crosslé.

Weaver and Gray were never more than three
lengths apart up front, Jim managing to stay ahead
although Terry seemed to be able to close up at will.
However, Weaver stuck grimly to the task at hand and,
when a side-by-side attempt by Gray at the line on lap

7 had failed one began to wonder just what the Harlow"

driver had in reserve. All was revealed on the last lap
when Terry again went wide and, by virtue of a quicker
exit from Clark Curve, drew alongside over the finish-
ing line. Could they be split? To the spectator perhaps
not, nor on the RAC timekeepers’ watches but the
judges had spotted a narrow advantage to Gray and the
win was his. When Ward’s engine punctured itself on
the penultimate lap and Davies’s unit had finally cried
esough two tours earlier, a delighted Taylor took third

James Weaver’s Tiga nished a strong second to Terry Gray'’s Royale in the Kent Mssenger FF1600 final.

What a Gray day!

Coppelli Tiga had Don Hardman’s Crosslé in atten-
dance at the flag for the next places.

The Shell Superlife Escort fleet were turned over to
some of the leading ShellSport ‘Gold Star’ competitors
for probably their final appearance and a throughly
tedious swansong this proved to be. Cameron Binnie
led throughout, the Northern FF1600 man staving off
‘Big Tone’ Lanfranchi in the early laps until Malcolm
Prior rudely nerfed his way through on lap 3. Lan-
franchi saw no reason to indulge in further argy-bargy,
electing to remain third (Peter Baldwin, Bob Jarvis,
Nick Whiting and several others had become tangled
already) and the order remained this way. Whiting
clambered back through the field as one would expect,
usurping John Brindley with two laps to go and gaining
fourth place into the bargain.

Back to the Formula Ford single seaters and heat
two of the Kent Messenger round. A quick glance at a
lap chart would reveal no place changes in the first six
which must be self-explanatory! Brands Hatch
Racing’s star pupil of 1978, Dave Rackham, has really
benefitted from the expertise of Rushen Green Racing
in recent weeks. Utilising the ex-Thackwell Van
Diemen’s potential to the full, the former hot rod
champion romped away to victory. His closest rival and
Rochester MC ‘Driver of the Year (!) Wil Arif could do
nothing with his considerable Brands experience to
shorten the lead (despite setting fastest lap) but held
Mike Taylor’s Royale at bay by a large margin so he,
like Rackham, was not hanging around on the drying
track. Gordon Friend (Tiga), Tim Barry (Merlyn) and
John Ayres (Royale) had a good dice behind Taylor to
complete the top six.

When David Orbell’s Mallock shattered a half shaft
in the centre of the front row at the start of the Jack
Brabham Formule Libre race, poleman Syd Fox's
problems could have been described as non-existent on
studying practice form. Mercifully, a problem did arise
for Syd (and the crowd) in the form of Ernie Farn-
combe’s beautifully prepared ex-Pancho Webb Tiga,
now fitted with a 1700 BDA unit, and driven by Imp
specialist John Homewood. John managed a mere
handful of laps in the morning, falling foul of the
lake/skating rink at Surtees, thus starting from the
third row.

Chaos reigned as the lights flashed to green, Bill
Taylor (Delta), Roger Fullagar (Mallock) and Home-
wood in particular having to contend with the
stationary (and worried?) Orbell. Fullagar, in fact,
nipped between the Stallwood U2 and the similar
machine of Robert Baker-Carr on the outside of the
front row, rushing into second place while the inspired
Homewood hustled the skirted Tiga past the brown
Delta up the hill towards Druids and was hard after
Fox on the exit of the hairpin. The wily Syd used the
opening laps to his advantage, Homewood still
acclimatising himself to BDA-power in the wet, the
gap growing to six seconds at half distance.

After an excellent start, antiques dealer Taylor
“always wanting to entertain the GP”, gyrated to the
back of the field while Charlie Kirby, having started
from the back in his new A-class Mallock, had shot up
to third place by the second tour. Interest centred on
the leading pair though, for Fox was delayed badly
»‘_\"hen the Delta driver spun again at Graham Hill

incident to narrow the gap once more. Track condi-
tions were against him however, the glorious sounding
Tiga being unable to catch the impeccable Fox by some
four seconds. Kirby kept his third place, the last un-
lapped runner, while Fullagar held on to the small-
class lead over Baker-Carr.

With Alan Humberstone’s fabulous Wendy Wools
championship-winning Stiletto at the back of the
grid clutchless one could be forgiven for overlooking
David Enderby’s pole position or Derek Foy's fine
practice performance as they sandwiched the gap
where the Ford-powered Imp derivative should have
been. Amazingly, and despite superb getaways by Viv
Wallace’s beautifully turned out Mini and Bill
McGovern in the pristine Bevan Stiletto all eyes were

‘on Humberstone and, as ever from one of the most

spectacular drivers on the British scene, the Canter-
bury ace did not disappoint.

Past several cars by Paddock, Alan had incredibly
weaved his way through to ninth at the completion of
the opening circuit — that’s 10 cars in 1.2 miles of
tortuous track! Relentlessly Humberstone roared on,
sliding the little beast through the bends in brilliant
style. Poor John Worster, going very well in seventh
place, was to halt his progress, though, as the two cars
touched in Graham Hill Bend on lap two — one of
those things — the orange Imp lurching off onto the
mud taking the Stiletto’s one-piece front end with it,
the rest of the car following in a lurid power slide.
From the cockpit all seemed in order mechanically so
Alan, not unduly worried by his rapid fall to the back
again, slithered back into the fray — gingerly at first
— and then . . . wow! What followed provided one of
the sights of the year. Casting aside the problems of a
powerful saloon on a still very wet surface, Humber-
stone fought the odd-looking truncated device every
inch of the way home. Eighth by lap 4 then gaining a
place per lap until fifth had been reached. This was un-
real and the hardy spectators loved it. The sheer speed
as the white and green machine rocketed past the mid-
field runners! Three more laps and Alan would pro-
bably have made third but even fifth. had completely
overshadowed McGovern’s effortless victory, a fine
scrap between Jon Mowatt, Wallace and Dave
Wilson’s re-re-re-engined Escort for the minor places
and Tony Crudgington’s excellent 850 class win.
Reward indeed for all that midweek testing, Tony!

After that, forgive me if the FF1600 final sounds
tame — it was! From a staggered grid, Gray and
Weaver, followed by Rackham and Arif promised
initially to relive their heat battles while “the hounds of
hell”” (apologies to commentator Brian Jones) were led
by Friend and Mike Taylor. The first four cars circu-
lated independently from start to finish and fifth was
taken by Taylor whose run was not so straightforward.
Mike survived a misdemeanour on the second lap, fell
to the back, and spent the remaining 13 laps picking
off the field one by one. This led to the only excitement
of the race, when he came across the super confronta-
tion between Barry, Ayres, Nick Pearce (Saracen) and
Hardman. The plucky Taylor eventually won his fifth
place while Barry, driving particularly neatly, took a

commendable sixth. MA?CU S PYE

Kent Messenger FF1600 race, heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Terry Gray
(Royale-Auriga RP24), 10m 45.5s, 67.13mph; 2, James Weaver
(Tiga-Scholar FF78), 10m 45.5s; 3, Nick Taylor (Jomic-Rowland
Mk2A), 11m 11.2s; 4, Chris Reynalds (Tiga-CES FF78), 11m 17.4s;
5, Don ‘Hardman (Crossié-Marque 32F), 11m 19.5s; 6, Nicholas
Pearce (Saracen-Minister 78), 11m 26s. Fastest Tap: Weaver, 1m
3.0s, 68.78mph. 3 > X
ShellSport Gold Star Escort race (10 laps): 1, Cameron Binnie,
11m 29.5s, 62.84mph; 2, Malcolm Prior, 11m 30.9s; 3, Tony Lan-
franchi, 11m 37.2s; 4, Nick Whiting, 11m 50s; 5, John Brindley, 11m
53.4s; 6, Tony Dickinson, 11m 58.5s. Fastest lap: Binnie and Prior,
1m 7.4s, 64.29mph. 5
" Kent Messenger FF1600 race, heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Dave Rackham
(Van Diemen-Scholar’ RF78), 10m 24.5s, 69.38mph; 2, Wil Arif
(Crosslé DPL-Rowland 32F), 10m 25.6s; 3, Mike Taylor (Royale-Titan
RP24), 10m 41.5s; 4, Gordon Friend (Tiga-ARE FF77), 10m 54.7s; 5,
Tim Barry (Merlyn-Scholar Mk17/24), 10m 55.6s; 6, John Ayres
(Royale-Minister RP24), 10m 59.6s. Fastest lap: Arif, 1m 0.9s,
71.15mph. : . 1
“Jack Brabham Formule Libre race (12 laps) — Overall and over
1600cc: 1, Syd Fox (2.0 TON-Minister), 11m 34.4s, 74.88mph; 2,
‘John Homewood (1.7 Tiga-Cosworth BDA SC77), 11m 38.8s; 3,
Charlie Kirby (1.7 Mallock U2-Nelson Mk20B), 12m 10.6s. Fastest
lap: Homewood, 56.6s, 76.55mph. Up to 1600cc: 1, Roger Fullagar
(1.6 Mallock U2-RJF Mk14), 11 laps, 68.55mph; 2, Robert Baker-
Carr (1.6 Mallock U2-CES Mk16B), 11 laps; 3, Barry Barnes (1.6
Hawke-Scholar DL2B), 11 laps. Fastest lap: Fullagar, 1m 1.6s,
70.34mph. s s
Christmas Cup Special Saloon Car race (10 laps) — Overall: 1, Bill
McGovern (1.0 Bevan Stiletto), 10m 7.2s, 77.36mph; 2, Jon Mowatt
(1.3 Morris Cooper S), 10m 24.3s; 3, Viv Wallace (1.0 BLMC Cooper
S), 10m 28.9s, 10m 28.9s; 4, Dave Wilson (1.8 Ford Escort-Swindon
BDE), 10m 32.8s. 1301-2500cc: 1, Wilson, 68.47mph; 2, Tony
Davies (2.3 Vauxhall Transpeed Firenza), 9 laps; no other finishers.
Fastest lap: Wilson, Im 1.1s, 70.92mph. 1001-1300cc: 1, Mowatt,
69.41mph; 2, Alan Humberstone (1.3 Mason Stiletto-Ford), 10m
34.3s; 3, Dave Hancock (1.3 Manx Mini-Ford), 11m 3.1s. Fastest lap:
Humberstone, 59.2s, 73.19mph. 851-1000cc: 1, McGovern; 2,
Wallace; 3, Bev Comber (1.0 Mini), 10m 75.3s. Fastest lap:
McGovern, 59.7s, 72.38mph. Up to 850cc: 1, Tony Crudgington
(849 BMC Mini), 10m 50.9s, 66.57mph; 2, Eddie McLurg (848
Chrysler Imp), 9 laps; 3, John Brigden (850 Leyland Mini), 9 laps.
Fastest lap: Crudgington, 1m 2.7s, 69.11mph.
Kent Messenger FF1600 race, final (15 laps): 1, Gray, 15m 7.9s; 2,
Weaver, 15m 11.9s; 3, Rackham, 15m 23s; 4, Arif, 15m 30.7s: 5.
Mike Taylor, 15m 48s; 6, Barry, 15m 57.1s. Fastest lap: Weaver,
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Grand Prix racing at Monaco, past and present: exciting dicing in 1963, a boring procession in 1978.

The Decline and Fall
of Grand Prix racing

Have massive sponsdrship and the advanced design of Formula 1 cars
emasculated Grand Prix racing? Were things really better yesterday? CHRIS

NIXON is adamant that the great

Ronnie Peterson’s was not the only death at
Monza last September. Virtually un-noticed by
everyone, Grand Prix Racing, too, finally suc-
cumbed — to the grievous injuries and indig-
nities inflicted upon it over the past decade by
the thoughtless vandalism of the CSI, the con-

structors, and numerous drivers. Like poor Ron-

nie, Grand Prix Racing is now dead and buried.
Unlike poor Ronnie — who was irreplaceable —
Grand Ptix Racing has been replaced, but by a
fake, a phoney. For instead of Grand Prix Rac-
ing we now have nothing more than a series of
fortnightly, high-speed commercials called
Formula 1. Money Rules, OK?

days have gone — but not for ever?

The decline and fall of Grand Prix racing can be traced
back directly to the 1968 season, for it was then that
occurred two innovations that were, to my mind, to
have far-reaching and ultimately wholly destructive
effects on the sport. The first was the acceptance by
Team Lotus of complete sponsorship by John Player
Gold Leaf cigarettes, and the second was the adoption
of aerofoils or wings on GP cars as an aid to cornering.

Wings actually came on the scene first, both Ferrari
and Brabham teams appearing with them for the Bel-
gian GP at Spa in 1967. Lotus soon adopted them, too,
and by the next season they were everywhere. Right
from the start, there was much argument as to the
validity of such devices in GP racing, but the Great
God Progress was used as a formidable weapon by
thase in favonur and of conrse the Great God Progress

must never be denied, especially when there’s money to
be won. What could not have been forseen by anyone
at the time was that the GGP — in the form of wings —
was going to destroy Grand Prix racing.

A reprieve nearly came about at the Spanish GP of
1969, when the aerofoils on the works Lotuses of
Graham Hill and Jochen Rindt collapsed, causing both

drivers to have colossal crashes, fortunately without

serious injury. Aerofoils of any kind should have been
banned there and then. But, instead, the CSI merely
ruled out high-mounted aerofoils, and wings were
allowed to develop into those that we see today.

For the Great God Progress the result has been tre-
mendous, no doubt, but for Grand Prix racing it has

been catastrophic. The enormous downthrust gener-:

ated by these wings demanded wider and wider tyres,
which meant wider and wider cars, so much so that the
maximum permitted width for a Formula 1 car is now
7ft 1in, and the maximum for tyres in 21lins! And this
is how wings have destroyed Grand Prix racing: the
cars are now so wide and their tyres and brakes so
efficient that they are incapable of racing!

At virtually every circuit in use today, you hear the

drivers complaining that ‘“There is nowhere to pass,’”

or, at best, “There is only one place to pass.” With
those few words, but without seeming to realise it (are
they all really so dumb?), they admit that motor racing
is a thing of the past. For if you can’t overtake your
competitors, how can you race?

By this single, astonishing admission, they render
the terms ‘motor racing’ and ‘racing driver’ obsolete,
anAd anwvone ~leiming 1a nrvmate the farmmer o Be thae
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latter is surely liable to prosecution under the Trades
Descriptions Act! And all because of the Great God
Progress, in whose name circuits have been abandoned
or emasculated, for as far as drivers and constructors
are concerned, the circuits are always to blame. Just
occasionally a driver can be given a slap on the wrist,
but you must never, ever criticise the cars! For the cars

are synonymous with the GGP (which is synonymous

with money), and that’s what it’s all about, folks.
Except, of course, when one team uses the GGP to
such effect that it catches all the others with their
trousers down — then it is no longer Progress, it is Un-
fair. A classic example of this was provided at the 1978
Swedish F1 event, when the Brabham team appeared
with its brilliant (and therefore Unfair) sucker/fan
cars. The hypocrisy that flew around at the time would
have been hilarious had it not been so nauseating, for
the other constructors suffered a collective fit of the

vapours, and protests were thrown around like con-

fetti.

In the Daily Mail, Ken Tyrrell claimed that the fan
cars ‘‘had to be banned or there would have been a ter-
rible threat to spectators and drivers at circuits . . .
every circuit in the world would have to move its grand-
stands. Fan cars would have changed the face of
modern Formula 1 racing.” In his hurry ton get Lady
Ecclestone’s Fans banned, Tyrrell conveniently forgot
the havoc and expense that the wings and wide tyres on
his and everybody else’s cars have caused at circuits
around the world — all in the name of the GGP, you
understand.

But Lady Ecclestone’s fan cars were going too far —
they were so progressive they were positively Unfair.
Worse than that, they are dangerous! (Horrors!)
The fans would pick up all the sticks and stones that
litter today’s super-smooth, ultra-safe tracks and hurl
them at the following cars. And what about the rain?
Good grief, chaps — can you imagine the wall of water
the cars behind will have to drive through? Those fan
cars are positively deadly!

Utter nonsense, of course. The fan cars’ critics con-
veniently ignored the fact that any stones sucked up
would have to smash their way through the fan blades
to get out, thereby destroying the fan, and that the
modern, ridiculously wide tyres throw up so much
water in the rain that the fans’ contribution would be
minimal. These arguments were about as specious as
somebody claiming that Tyrrell’s six-wheelers were
dangerous because they had two more wheels that
might fall off! x

In the end, of course, the fan cars were banned, but
for the wrong reasons. They should have been banned
because they merely compounded the felony of wings,
wide cars and tyres by increasing the cars’ cornering
speed considerably and reducing the amount of skill

. .. “the cars are now so wide and
their tyres and brakes so efficient
that they are incapable of racing.”

Belgian ace Jacky Ickx scored the first ever win for a Grand Prix car with a wing in his Ferrari at Rouen in 1968.

needed to drive them still further. Instead, hypocrisy
won the day and they were deemed ‘dangerous’. Had
they not been, however, you can bet your boots that
within a couple of races every other team would have
had sucker cars, a clear case of “Where the B*****
sucks, there suck 1.”” And to Hell with safety.

You will have noticed that I referred to the fan
cars’ appearance at “the Swedish F1 event”. I did this
because the term ‘“Grand Prix” is no longer applicable
in any sense to what one can, at best, refer to as
Formula 1, but what should be called Formula Fraud.
There is nothing remotely Gtand about today’s
Formula 1 cars which, because of their excessive width,
consistently prove themselves incapable of racing. The
term, “Grand Prix”, is no better than a bad joke. It,
means ‘“‘Large Prize”, and in virtually every other sport
where the participants compete for money, the amount
at stake is public knowledge. Tennis, horse racing,
boxing, golf, show jumping — all publicise their prize
money. But Formula 1 fans are not allowed to know,
because Tiny Eccles and his FOCA cronies might be
caused embarrassment if it was known how they carve
up the loot. Pathetic, isn’t it? d

The sad truth is that Formula 1 today is just about
the biggest sporting farce since the Muhammed Ali-
Richard Dunn boxing ‘contest’. It has been substituted
for Grand Prix Racing right under the noses of millions
of fans, who have been brilliantly convinced that they
should still pay outrageous prices to watch invisible
drivers in unraceable cars. As in so many other areas in
life today, it is quantity that counts in F1, not quality.
The FOCA and the promoters are always ready to con-
gratulate themselves, because every event now has 24
or more starters, which appear on the grid covered by a
mere two or three seconds. All this is put about as some
sort of Fantastic Achievement, whereas in reality it
makes for an appalling state of affairs.

More does not mean better, in spite of what many F1
people would have you believe. As for the two-second
grid, well, the very fact that a novice like Eddie
Cheever can claim (as he did in AUTOSPORT not too
long ago) that he was able to lap Fiorano in an F1 Fer-
rari within a couple of hundredths of a second of an
experience winner like Carlos Reutemann, is every bit
as damning an indictment of F1 as the drivers’ lament
that there is nowhere to pass.

What it all adds up to is Formula 1’s silliest para-
dox: today’s cars are too easy to drive and too difficult

to race. Don’t laugh, for it is all too painfully true.
Even James Hunt came close to admitting as much in
an AUTOCAR interview in 1977: I think the F1 car of
today is too easy to drive. The ideal car would be
exactly the same weight as now, with getting on to
double the power. About 700bhp would make them a
real challenge to drive, shall we say . . .”” He goes on to
make a nonsense of his first statement by adding,
“However, I would say that today’s cars are certainly
almost more difficult to drive than ones of earlier eras.
You could drive the older cars at enormous angles . . .
and it was good for a show. The modern F1 car is quite
lively . . . but not conducive to spectacular driving.”
He can say that again!

But if Hunt seriously believes that cars of earlier eras
(forgetting the 1500cc formula) were easier to drive
than modern ones, he is plainly talking out of the back
of his Bell-Star. Another World Champion — Phil Hill
— recently drove a 1938 Mercedes-Benz W154 Grand

‘Prix Car for Road & Track. This is how ‘easy’ he found

1t
“There are infinitely more negative things to be con-

‘cerned with in a car such as the W154 than there are in

the GP cars of today. And much of what the driver of
the thirties did was to get used to the car’s vices. In
many cases, today’s driver is able to work with a car
that has a great many pluses and his job is to do his
best to take advantage of them. That is why you could
take an average driver and put him or her in a modern
GP car, start them out slowly and let them work up
faster and faster, maybe even take it out on a skidpan
and even spin it once or twice, and eventually they
might be able to drive the car at a little over half its
potential because the car is dead honest in every way.
But you could never do that with a W154, because you
eould tip-toe around the track or spin it all day on a
skidpan and it wouldn’t tell you one damn thing about
how to drive it on a circuit. While a lesser GP driver

‘might be able to work up a fair pace in a modern GP

car, he could never manage this thing . . .

“When team drivers like Rudolf Caracciola, Man-
fred von Brauchitsch, Richard Seaman and Herman
Lang were winning, you can be assured they were
working for it and I have tremendous admiration for
them.”

I have no doubt that, were they able to drive some of
the pre-war Grand Prix cars, most of today’s drivers
would share Phil’s admiration. (Equally, I'm damn
sure some wouldn’t touch them with a barge-pole.
“Too dangerous!” they’d cry. Too difficult, they'd
mean.) But I'm certain that Caracciola, von
Brauchitsch, Seaman, Lang, Nuvolari and the like —
were they to be offered a drive in a modern F1 car —

‘would take one look at those wings, wide tyres and
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skirts, and turn on their heels in dlsgust. They would
immediately recognise them for what they are: devices
that invest the cars with such fantastic roadholding
and braking powers that they can turn a mediocre
driver into an ‘ace’ and (if the designer hasn’t got his
sums right) a champion into an also-ran. Once upon a
time, a racing driver could overcome a bad car by sheer
skill, and it was one of the glories of Grand Prix races
that they were won in the cockpit. Formula 1 events are
won in the drawing office. This is progress?

Progress is inevitable, of course, but when it actively
prevents racing, then drastic action must be taken. Up
until the seventies, cars could actually race each other,
with drivers snapping at each other’s heels and racing
alongside, around and in front of each other. Today,
the cars’ excessive width combines with the turbulence
caused by the wings to make this impossible, so we get
the dreary, follow-my-leader-till he-breaks-down pro-
cessions that now masquerade as motor races.

Two classic examples of this were the 1978 South
African and British events. In spite of the hysterical
ravings of TV commentators Andrew Marriott and
Murray Walker — each trying to tell us we were watch-
ing one of the greatest races of all time — neither event
was a race at all. In each case the lead changed four or
five times, but only when the lead car faltered or blew
up. Nobody actually won the lead except the eventual
winner — Peterson in South Africa and Reutemann at
Brands. Commentating on the latter event for the
BBC, Jackie Stewart complained bitterly more than
once that Reutemann hadn'’t actually passed anyone
(except Lauda), yet here he was winning the race hav-
ing started in seventh place!

Think back to just a few of the great races of the
fifties and sixties: Fangio and Hawthorn at Reims;
Fangio, Ascari and Farina at Monza; Fangio Haw-
thorn and Collins at the 'Ring; Graham Hill driving
through the field to lead the British GP at Silverstone;
Hill passing Clark on the outside of Woodcote in the
rain to win on the line, also at Silverstone; Phil Hill,
von Trips and Brabham at Reims; Baghetti, Gurney

-and Bonnier, also at Reims; Moss driving Brooks's
Vanwall to win at Aintree; and any number of three,
four and five-car battles to the line at Monza.

That, folks, was motor racing before it was de-
stroyed by the Great God Progress. Let me give you an

“Formula | events are won in the
drawing office. This is progress?”’

example of what Grand Prix Racing could be like, an
eye-witness report of a race that took place 15 years
ago:

“As they went off on lap 2, Clark passed Ginther
into second place at the back of the pits, only to be re-
passed very soon afterwards . . . While Hill's BRM
managed to preserve its lead from the howling mob
that snapped at its heels, Clark fought Ginther for
second place, the Lotus overtaking the BRM once or
more each lap . . . Still nose to tail, with Clark passing
and being re-passed by Ginther, the first eight cars
bunched into the hairpin . . . As the leaders came
round to complete lap five, Hill still lead by a few yards
and Clark managed to nip through ahead of Ginther
into second place as the two cars entered the tight
Tobacco Kiosk corner. Now clear of Ginther, Clark
went off after Hill as they set off on lap six. Surtees still
held his fourth place, McLaren fifth, Ireland sixth,
Gurney seventh, Maggs eighth and Mairesse ninth —
virtually nothing separating these cars, and the lap
times of Hill’s BRM being practically those of Mair-
esse’s Ferrari . . .

“. . . As the cars swarmed through the Gasworks
Hairpin to complete the seventh lap, Clark managed to
nip ahead of Hill's BRM — but as they accelerated
away from the hairpin it was the dark green BRM that
again led the field . . . Shortly Clark was back ahead of
Hill and leading the field down past the Mirabeau
Hotel towards the Station Hairpin — where once again
he went wide and let not only Hill, but Ginther too,
come past. By the time they came back through the pit

area, the Lotus was again in second place and once
more, as they entered the Gasworks Hairpin, Clark
nipped into the lead. Again, however, as the two cars
went through the corner almost side-by-side, Hill took
the wider line and emerged from the corner better
placed to turn on the power — with the result that he
regained the lead as they pulled onto the straight . . ."”

Phew!! You haven’t read a race report like that since
they emasculated Monza with chicanes, but in the
great days before the GGP had blighted the sport with
wings, skirts and wide, wide cars, drivers were actually
capable of passing and re-passing each other. It was
called Grand Prix racing.

My understandably breathless report is from Peter
Garnier’s splendid account of one of the 1963 Grandes
Epreuves in his excellent book, Sixteen On The Grid.
(Not 24, please note. They didn’t need to substitute
quantity for quality by padding the field in those days.)
From the names of the corners you will have gathered
that Hill, Clark, Ginther and Co were not passing and
re-passing each gther (the Hill-Clark battle went on for
over 20 laps) on the wide open spaces of Monza, Reims
or Silverstone, but on the tight, twisty little gem that
was Monaco! I say ‘was’ because even this great circuit
has suffered at the hands of Formula 1. They’ve put a
chicane at Ste Devote and, in order to squeeze yet more
money out of still more dumb spectators, they’ve taken
the circuit round the swimming pool instead of giving
the cars a clear run into the Gasometer Hairpin. By
doing so they have deprived everyone of an exciting
overtaking area and persuaded people into paying
heavily to overlook four silly corners where the very
thought of passing is ridiculous. This is progress?

If you watched the 1978 Monaco event on TV you
cannot have failed to notice how appallingly badly
today’s cars perform there compared with their
counterparts of 15 years ago. From the start we had
three cars all in a bunch — Watson, Depailler and
Lauda — leading, as did Hill, Clark and Ginther. But
there the comparison ends for, whereas the latter
passed each other time and again, lap after lap, the
former — their ridiculous cars incapable of getting out
of their own way, let alone someone else’s — were re-
duced to a boring procession. Not once did the order
change until Watson’s brakes failed, and even then
Lauda couldn’t get alongside Depailler, never mind
past him. Motor racing? Don’t make me laugh!

It has to be said that the only reason that Monaco
survives in the F1 calendar is the collective snobbery
and hypocrisy of the FOCA and their drivers, for its
only the glamour of its location that keeps them com-
ing back. If the Monaco circuit were situated in Or-
leans, or Dijon, or Toulouse, the FOCA would have
abandoned it years ago, claiming it was ‘too narrow’ or
‘too dangerous’ or both, for modern F1 cars. The fact
that modern F1 isn’t fit for such a great circuit as
Monaco, but F1 means money, and money talks.

So, like so many other circuits, Monaco has been

Dick Seaman lifts a wheel of his Mercedes-Benz W 154 at Donington in 1938.

hacked about to make things less difficult (sorry, chaps
— safer!) for today’s ‘heroes’, and we now have Mickey
Mouse circuits for Mickey Mouse drivers. Nothing
must be allowed to get in the way of today’s ridiculous
machines. Road surfaces must be as smooth as a
baby’s bottom because today’s grossly expensive tyres
will” tear themselves to shreds, otherwise. Corners
must be smoothed out, wide run-off areas provided so
that our heroes can make their mistakes in comfort
and safety, and kerbs must be very slight and rounded
so cars can run over them without losing a fraction of a
second. Sloppy driving is positively to be encouraged!

All this has been done to accommodate the ‘needs’ of
today’s cars and drivers. No doubt there are cricketers
who feel the ‘need’ for a wider bat; footballers who
‘need’ a wider goalmouth; golfers who ‘need’ a special
club, and so on. But the whole object of competitive
sport is that it should be very difficult to do well
(demonstrably untrue of F1), so the participants have
to adapt themselves to the sport, not have it adapted to
suit them, as has happened on a horrendous scale in
F1. We are fast approaching the time when ‘races’ will
be run on vast, open areas of tarmac, with corners de-
fined by a curved white line painted on the road.

And while on the subject of corners, let me offer you
a quote from Stirling Moss: ‘“To go flat out through a
bend that is surrounded everywhere by level lawn is one
thing, but to go flat out through a bend that has a
stone wall on one side and a precipice on the other —
that’s an achievement!”

I have no doubt that many of today’s ‘racing drivers’
will look upon that as the remark of a madman, but as
Moss'’s friend, the late Ken Purdy, once wrote: “There
are three sports — bullfighting, motor racing and
mountaineering. All the rest are recreations.” I'm only
glad that Purdy didn’t live to see the sport he loved so
much (and about which ne wrote so brilliantly) turned
into the recreation — or rather, fairground sideshow
— that is has now become.

Because today’s F1 cars — brilliantly designed and
dazzlingly packaged as they are — are nothing more
than fairground freaks. And I believe that sponsorship
— the other 1968 innovation I mentioned at the begin-
ning of this article — has had a lot to do with this state
of affairs.

On the whole, sponsorship’s major contribution has
been to increase the cost of F1 enormously, it being a
basic Parkinson’s law that the more money made avail-
able to a project, the more money that project will cost.
As Mike Doodson wrote in Motor awhile back:
“Sophistication in racing cars doesn’t come cheap.
Ken Tyrrell’s six-wheel experiments over two years may
end up costing his sponsor around £13 million, while
the Lotus revival has probably set back Mr Player the
best part of £2 million.”

And Enzo Ferrari has had, as usual, some wise
words to say on the subject: “There is now no such
thing as an amateur sport; all are run by the laws of
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“On the whole sponsorship’s main
contribution has been to increase
the cost of F1 enormously.”

cash. In motor sport the sponsors now have the domin-
ant role; it is they who have inflated the costs of the
sport so that a good driver costs half-a-million dollars a
year. I accept sponsors who bring something into rac-
ing; lubrication, helmets, safety equipment, etc. But
cigarettes and prophylactics are just prostitution, and
we’ve reached the point where we've totally depersonal-
ised the marque of a car. The organisers have prosti-
tuted the sport for publicity; their arrogant signs take
away stands and block the spectators’ view. It is all
geared to profit. Drivers simply imitate their surround-
ings. Organisers think they are offering spectacle. We
had spectacle in the old days: a spectacle of technique,
honour and sport.”

Formula 1 does not need sponsorship because its so
expensive — it is so expensive because it zas sponsor-
ship. The result is that more and more money is poured
in to pay for more and more testing; cars have become
so fast that circuits have to be butchered to accommo-
date them and so easy to drive that what was once an
‘art has become just another job. If Jean-Pierre Jarier
can step into the new Lotus and put it on pole in
Canada after two or three years at the back of the grid
and beyond, you can be sure that S0 per cent — maybe
more — of the starters at Montreal could have done the
same. Progress? Who are you kidding?

And so we come back to Monza, and the tragic
demise of Ronnie Peterson and Grand Prix Racing.
Peterson was a very popular man and his death
brought howls of anguish from the Formula 1 circus,
which immediately blamed everything except the cars.

Typically, the drivers and constructors turned a
blind eye to the shortcomings of their beloved cars and
blamed the circuit, Riccardo Patrese and the starter.
They claimed that Monza was out-of-date and too
dangerous — there should never have been a chicane
so near the start. But why are there chicanes at Monza
at all? Because, some years ago the drivers, in their
wisdom, decided that Monza was ‘too fast’ (the circuit,
mind you, not the cars) and demanded chicanes in
order to keep the speeds down. And why were the

speeds too high? Because the wings and ultra-wide

tyres had increased the speeds of the cars so much and
now, with the aid of skirts, they’re going even faster!

It was no good blaming Patrese, either. For years
now, these freak machines have been barging into each
other as drivers jockey for position at the start or
attempt an overtaking manoeuvre. Always the drivers

Graham Hill suffered this terrifying accident at Barcelona in 1969 when the rear wing on his Lotus 49 collapsed.
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blame each other, at the same time criticising the cir-
cuit for being ‘too narrow’.

And why was the start such a mess? Because the cars
are now so ridicuously wide that they have to start 2-2,
instead of 3-2-3 or even 4-3-4 as in the days of Grand
Prix racing. (You might think that on the wide open
spaces of Monza even today’s 7ft-wide freaks could
start 3-2-3, but no — there are these chicanes, you see
and . . . Stupid? Good Lord, no! This is Progress,
man, and Progress means Safety, doesn’t it?)

The 2-2 start meant that the 24 starters (never mind
the quality — look at all the money on the grid!) were
spread over 12 rows, and the rule book says that each
row must have a minimum of 12 metres of space. So
Monza had a grid nearly 200yds long to start with and
more, by the time they had all straggled round the
warming-up lap. Even an ‘experienced’ starter could
have been in serious trouble with that lot. With the
front rows stopped, the back ones still moving when
the light turned green, and all of them fun
nelling into a-silly chicane — carnage was almost in-
evitable. And it all starts and ends with these ridicu-
lously wide cars.

So Ronnie Peterson died and with him, finally and
inevitably, Grand Prix racing. And he, one of the last
of the real racing drivers, was not even allowed dignity
in death. Instead of displaying his dazzling skills vis-
ibly in a Grand Prix car worthy of them, he was hidden
away in the ‘safe’ cockpit of a brilliantly engineered
Formula 1 Freak, so superbly designed that many
ordinary men, without a fraction of his talent, could
drive it almost as fast. And Ronnie died, not at the
limit of his skills on some really demanding corner, but
in a sickening, humiliating mish-mash of F1 freaks on
a perfectly straight piece of road. He, of all people, de-
served a better end.

AR BRI

Grand Prix Racing is dead, but unlike poor Ronnie,
who was mere flesh and blood, it can be brought back
to life. There are signs (better late than never, I sup-
pose) that the CSI is at last beginning to realise that for
the past few years of F1 the lunatics have been running
the asylum. The constructors have been so concerned
with progress and have spent so much money on it that
they have failed completely to see how that ‘progress’
has destroyed Grand Prix Racing.

In Autosport recently, John Surtees said, ‘““Spon-
sorship is now a vital factor, because FI costs have got

out of hand,” adding the astonishing claim that ‘“They -

have quite deliberately been put to a level impossible to
reach for all but those who are winning consistently.”
Sour grapes? Or an unpalatable truth?

Much of the cost goes on tyres, with teams doing
almost constant testing using umpteen different mixes,

compounds and sizes. The CSI should start by ruling
that each car must race on the the tyres with which it
sets its best practice time. It should also rule that the
maximum tyre width should be drastically reduced to-
gether with the overall width of the cars. This would in-
crease braking distances, allow the narrower cars to
pass and re-pass as of old and — just as important, if

- not more so — put the premium back on driving skill.

Sadly, the CSI's new man, Jean-Marie Balestre,
started with an appalling blunder by allowing con-
structors to keep their wretched skirts because “they
had invested many hundreds of thousands of pounds™
in them for 1979. Yet at the same time he stressed the
CSI’s determination to reduce speeds and keep costs
down! Thankfully, the Italians are doing their damn-
dest to get skirts banned altogether and offer some
stunning figures in favour of this move. Their repre-
sentative recently timed Villeneuve in the F1 Ferrari at
Fiorano with and without skirts. Corner 1 without
skirts — 93mph, with — 98; Corner 2 without —
120mph, with — 135; Corner 3 without — 155, with —
176. These increases are bad enough, but the projected
speeds for the 1979 Ferrari with skirts are appalling:
Corner 1 106mph; Corner 2 149mph; and Corner 3,
217mph. And the constructors thdught the fan car was
dangerous?

This is the kind of ‘progress’ that has got to be
stopped — and stopped right now, otherwise Formula
1 is going to be destroy itself against a wall of stupidity
and avarice. It is to be hoped that other sponsors will
follow the example of John Player and Yardley and
pull out of F1 altogether, for whatever reason. The
sooner F1 has to cut its costs drastically the better, for
it might encourage it to do some serious thinking about
the damage it has inflicted upon itself in the past
decade.

As I said earlier, money talks and it has talked F1
into considering only the constructors and the spon-
sors, and to Hell with the spectators. As can be seen,
all too often money talks nonsense: more does not
necessarily mean better; quantity never makes up for
quality; processions are no substitute for racing. These
self-evident truths have been denied for too long. Let
us hope the CSI can put this right and, in the process,
revive Grand Prix racing. They owe it to the sport
itself, to the spectators and not least to the memory of a
great racing driver — Ronnie Peterson. ]

‘... money talks and it has talked F1
into considering only the construc-
tors and the sponsors, and to Hell
with the spectators.”




WHO D TRIDOLD BAG
I'M SITOING ON 2
Nz ;
or

> =
The é S E AS ON ’S International Motor Racing Tours
GOl' don Spice Group G R EETI NG S Igzggzrglew Year to Autosport 1
Wish all their Customers e g%}%j%%:ﬁ ;;};%1:: dl;rgt}rssr SEASON’S
A Prosperous 1979. RO.\..éLh gg%lgagdslznslg;s issue or phone Q\ GREETINGS |
. from all at
$ Wish all their Customers .
THOMAS MOTORS Q _ The Bestof Luck _ To Al Gur Customer THE |
WISH YOU ALL ; PERFORMANCE SPARES CENTRE MARTIN GROUP
A HAPPY NEW YEAR and
HESKETH RACING RACING GEARBOX CENTRE
S I'T FEEL LIKE .
W"_‘%"B%Oge CONDRNT ? Wish Everyone
A
WHAT IDIOT

Sanpy M@ edt s oy eaTe D THAT | GET
| HARVEY POSTLETWIT TO
DESIGN ME A GROUND
EFFECT SLEDGE ? 7
¢ z I'M THINKING OF
OF TAKING UP
GRAZING FOR A
LIWVING. \

OLYMPUS
f Running with the
k pack in 1979.

best wishes to
Autosport Readers. /
\

BEST WISHES FOR 1979

RACEWgATH-WEST

CENTRE
FOLEY,




-----

( | THINKWEARE
GAINING ON coNCORDE .

Q , Coonfyrapn
WisH

WouLp LIKE T
"ROLL INTO ok ’;’E,’gs‘;ggm?ns
1979 WITH oy

NEw YEAR.

COMPONENTS

Would like to thank
all their customers

A Prosperous for their support
New Year. in1978.

MT et CW
1 \.‘-

D

01019
<2 HAPPY
NEW YEAR L
from all at Would like to thank all the people
d who helped make the Sports 2000
al AR CH MDTORS Championship a success in 1978.
e T el £ LOrER



inferview

The European Rally Championship is a rally
series made by the politicians, not by rally
drivers. In 1978 it consisted of 44 events, spread

as far and wide as the Arctic Circle, the

Hungarian mountains, the tarmac of southern
Italy and the forests of Scotland. In some coun-
tries of Europe it means nothing, in other
countries it is considered to be almost as import-
ant as the World Rally Championship. Certainly
to win the championship requires careful plan-
ning and a healthy measure of driving skill.

This year’s European Rally Champion is Tony
Carello, a 27-year old Italian who has been driv-
ing for the Lancia team for nearly three years.
To win the series he used a full works Lancia
Stratos with a factory service crew and team
manager. It was, perhaps, the most determined
effort yet to win the championship and he fol-
lows such drivers as Bernard Darniche, Sandro
Munari and Jean-Claude Andruet.

Since winning the series, however, Carello has
announced that he is leaving the Lancia team.
He is unhappy about his position in the team
and is now desperately keen to break into the
World Championship. He feels that he has
proved himself to be as good as some of the cur-
rent team drivers and he is prepared to stake his
career.

What’s more, he’s not sitting back on his
laurels. He came to Britain for the Lombard
RAC Rally to talk to team managers and to try
to find himself that elusive seat. Some managers
were interested, some were not; but Carello is a
determined man and we can expect to see him on
several World Championship rallies in 1979.
Tony Carello started his rally driving career in 1972,
having first had a try at co-driving a friend’s Lancia on
the 1970 TAP Rally. His first car was a G2 Fiat 125
and his first event was the San Martino di Castrozza.
From there, backed entirely by his own money he went
on and, for 1973, bought a G1 Opel Ascona. In 1974
he was starting to make progress and drove for the Jolly
Club team of Milan. He did two rallies with a Lancia
Fulvia and then the rest of the year with a G3 Beta
Coupé, staying with this car for the most part of 1975
until he got his first official factory drive at the end of
that year.

Carello on the Elba Rally, one of the events on which he failed to score points.

In 1978 Tony Carello won the
European Rally Championship driv-
ing a works Lancia Stratos. In 1979
he has no regular drive lined up.
RUPERT SAUNDERS spoke to him
during the Lombard RAC Rally.

European Champion: Tony Carello.

In 1976 he joined the official Lancia team but only as
a second string driver and he didn’t have a very active
season. “I did only four rallies in the whole year which
was very difficult for me because, as you know, it’s bet-
ter to do many rallies if you are going to drive fast. This
was also the first time I drove the Stratos which made it
even more difficult.

“In 1977 I had a better season, rallying with the Jolly
Club five times and with the Lancia team five times
even though I was an official Lancia driver. I did eight
Italian championship rallies and two World Cham-
pionship events, San Remo and Corsica.

Looking for a future

“‘San Remo was terrible. I was leading the rally but
then there was fog and I crashed. I broke the car com-
pletely but then it’s very difficult to drive the Stratos in
the fog. In Corsica I had an accident in training and I
was tired even before the start of the rally, so I drove
very slowly. I was lying third until the last time control
where I dropped a minute and so finished fourth.”

For the 1978 season Carello decided to go for the
European Championship, winning six events outright
and picking up the Italian International Champion-
ship into the bargain. The Italian National Champion
is Vudafieri, a young Italian whose career follows
similar lines to that of Carello but one year later.

Carello then has been brought up firmly in the
Italian tradition, driving Beta Coupé and Lancia
Stratos on events where pace notes are essential. He
has specialised in fast tarmac rallies but is sensible
enough to realise that he needs more experience.

“I think that the Stratos is fairly easy to drive. Only
in Belgium (Ypres) was I without notes for six stages;
they were secret stages though I'd not had enough time
for practice anyway. I had some problems getting the
Stratos to turn into the corners on the slick racing tyres
— it’s too much like a circuit car — over gravel it
should be more simple, I think, though I haven’t
tried.”

It’s fairly unusual for a driver to decide at the begin-
ning of a season that he is going to compete on the
European Championship. The Italians are probably
the only drivers who hold the series in such high re-
gard. Other drivers prefer to try their hand at a few
events and then decide whether to go on or not. Carello
decided from the very beginning that he was going to
be the European Champion.

“The original plan was to do eight rallies in the
European Championship but when I found that I was
leading we decided to go on and do ten, just to make
sure that I would win. It wasn’t really until the middle
of the year, June and July, when Wittmann went to ral-
lies in the east, Poland, Hungary, that we realised he
was going to give us so much trouble.

“I am sorry for me that the European Championship
is not considered so important; I don’t think that it is
very important but it means a lot to me. Before me the
European Champions were Bernard Darniche (twice),
Walter Rohrl, Sandro Munari, Jean Claude Andruet.
All those drivers won the Championship after rallying
for maybe six, seven, eight years, not at the beginning
of their careers. So I hope that the Championship will
help me get into World Championship rallies.

“I think that the European Championship should
consist of only 12, maybe 14 rallies, and have
just two coefficients. one and two. That’s enough. But
then when I was driving in Europe there must have
been plenty of team managers who saw me drive.”

Carello’s team for the European Championship con-
sisted of a factory car, factory mechanics and Nini
Russo as team manager. But then Fiat are the only
team in Italy to take any interest in rallying outside
their own country. Alfa Romeo may have a small pro-
gramme in Europe but the Conrero team, for instance,
have their budget firmly tied to General Motors Italy.
When an Italian driver has quarreled with the bosses at
Fiat but still wants to rally at world level then he has
very little choice but to go outside Italy. Even so, it's
a hard decision for any Italian to make. They are a
fiercely patriotic nation.

“Of course it is difficult to go away from Fiat. For a
start, I am the first driver to do this. Secondly, okay I
am the European Champion, but at world level I am
practically unknown. I have only done two World
Championship rallies with an official car and that is
not enough.”

The split with the Fiat empire has been brewing for
quite some time and there were reports just before the
San Remo rally of a huge row between Carello and his
Fiat/Lancia boss, Cesare Fiorio. Although the argu-
ment wasn’t quite as serious as those reports would
have us believe, it was the beginning of the split.

“It’s very difficult to explain, even to Italian people,
bivad L oauddh . e Bl dald semiad B e i Sasiadi
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World rallies in just three years. Okay, I am young, 27,
but not so very young and I want very much to compete
in the World Championship. I told my boss that I don’t
want to do another ten or fifteen years of National
rallies like other drivers. I want to do World Cham-
pionship now.

“For 1979 my programme was an Italian one
even smaller than my programme for 1978.
So, in September, I asked if I could do San Remo be-
cause I have a contract for San Remo and Corsica.
When that was impossible I asked for a bigger pro-
gramme for 1979, but that too was impossible so I then
tried to find another car for the World Championship.

‘“‘ After that Montezomolo (the Director of PR for the
Fiat Group) told me that I could do the World Cham-
pionship, maybe three or four rallies, and that was
okay, so I went back to the team. When the contract
arrived the rallies were there alright — the programme
was what Montezomolo had promised — but I knew
that Fiorio and Audetto were not satisfied with me.
They weren’t happy to work with me. I don’t like to

work on that system. I like to rally but I also like to be
happy so in 1979 I will rally for somebody else.”

Despite the stories it doesn’t seem as though
jealousies within the team were responsible for the split
and young Italian drivers find themselves in the same
position as young drivers all over the world. They may
feel that they have good results but this doesn’t neces-
sarily mean that there is a place in the team for them.
Carello thinks that this is partly the drivers’ fault and
partly the teams’.

“There is maybe, half and half to blame for the
situation. Half the blame lies with the drivers and half
the blame lies with the teams. About S0 per cent, the
young drivers are wrong because they don’t rally
enough. To rally in Italy is very expensive, to rally in
the World series, privately is even more expensive, but
you see Vatanen and Alen, they have started in World
rallies. I don’t know whose car or money they have
used, but they have experience of World rallies.

“Then, in Italy a team doesn’t like to spend money
on young drivers. They are starting to with the Auto-

bianchi series but a driver gets known from driving the
official car.

“I am the only Italian National driver known, okay
only a little bit, but known outside Italy but then I was
driving the official car. Even for me it was difficult. To
get to where I am now was very hard work; every time
they thought that I was fast but that I was unknown.
Yes, I had an advantage because of who I am, but it
was still hard work.”

So, Tony Carello enters 1979 with a lot of uncertain-
ties about his future. He cannot now go back to Fiat
for the split must surely be final this time. He can’t
look to other Italian teams because they don’t offer the
kind of programme that he wants. He can only look to
the rest of Europe and hope that somebody has noticed
his talents.

“I want to be in a team. I am now a professional
driver and I think that a professional has to be in an
official team. If I have to pay myself to go rallying then
I am taking a step backwards and that is wrong. I
don’t want to spend my money now in rallying. If I
stopped rallying, I might have to work and that would
be very bad! ]

I have just one advantage. I am European Cham-
pion and that is very important for me in Italy. I am
more popular and so maybe I will have a sponsor, not a
very big one but a sponsor and so I hope the teams will
be interested. In Formula 1 this is the usual way and if
a team has a choice of drivers, one who is bringing
some sponsor’s money or one who is only taking
money, then I think that the choice is simple.

“I am talking to everybody. All the best cars, all the
best teams who will be doing the World series, those
are the ones I am talking to. I know absolutely, that I
am not the best, that is why I am trying to bring in the
sponsor. If my name was Waldegaard then there would
be no problem. I know how difficult it will be but I
want to try. Just to be one of the best in the world
would be fantastic.

“What I like is to rally . . . to rally and not spend any
money.” | |

Left: Carello’s only experience of secret stages was on
the Ypres Rally. Below left: On the Costa Brave Rally
the wrong choice of tyres lost a lot of time. Below: The
cramped cockpit of a Stratos. Carello with co-driver
Maurizio Perissinot, before the latter grew a mous-
tache. Bottom: Arriving at a service point on the Four
Regions, one of his six outright victories.




Ford Monte entries
Fiestas and Escorts

.
Vatanen — pre-Christmas recce.

Ford confirmed this week that they will
be entering four cars on the Monte Carlo
Rally, two Escorts and two Fiestas. The
Escorts will be driven by Bjorn
Waldegaard/Hans Thorszelius and
Hannu Mikkola/Arne Hertz and the
Fiestas by Roger Clark/Jim Porter and
Ari Vatanen/Dave Richards. The
Fiestas will be 1600cc G2 cars, similar to
those which Ford have been testing in
the Alps over the past couple of weeks.

Vatanen went out to make his pace-
notes for the rally before Christmas and,
in fact, before the final decision to run
Fiestas had been made. Clark has just
left to make his pace-notes and will now
be in the Alps virtually until the start of
the rally. On the event itself Vatanen
and Waldegaard will start from Frank-
furt and Clark and Mikkola will start
from London. We understand that one
of the Fiestas has been built in England
and that the other has been built in
Cologne.

Good entry in Galway

All the leading Irish rally drivers have

entered the Galway Rally (Henley

Forklift Ireland West International Car
Rally to give it its proper title) and
anyone who has yet to enter has just over
all week before closing date on January
5%

Among the 59 entries received before
early closing date were ones from Mick
O’Connell (Escort RS1800), Ernest
Kidney (Escort RS1800), John Lyons
(Escort  RS2000), David Agnew
(Volkswagen Scirocco), Paul Windsor
(Escort RS1800), John Price, Noel Smith
and Jon Scorcroft (Porsche), Bertie
Fisher (Escort RS1800) and having his
first drive in Ireland in his Group 1
Escort RS2000 New Zealander Alan
Carter.

The organisers, the Galway MC, have
been saved their usual communication
problems as the postal strike is now off

and this is obviously reflected in the fact
that so many entries from outside the
Republic of Ireland have been received.
The club have been doing some sums and
come up with the following statistics —
49 per cent of all entries are from outside
the Republic, S3 per cent are in Group

- 1, 47 per cent are Fords, 17 per cent are

Chryslers, 53 per cent are in the over
1600cc class.

As usual very good deals are being
offered for boats across and interested
competitors should contact B&I Line
Tours Department, Reliance House,
Water Street, Liverpool, tel: 051-227
8325.

The event is a round of both the
European Rally Championship (coeffic-
ient 2) and the Irish Pharmaceuticals
Tarmac Series and late entries can be
obtained by contacting Brian Thornton,
12 Sylvan Avenue, Newcastle, Galway,
tel: (091) 7853, telex 8365.

Per Eklund had his first Ritmo drive at the ice-driving circuit at Serre Chevalier.

edited by Rupert Saunders

Snow test for Ritmo

The week before Christmas saw intensive
testing for the Monte Carlo Rally in the
French Alps. All the Fiat team were out
making pace notes in recce Fiat 131s and
the new Ritmo. Ford had at least three
drivers out, with Vatanen testing the
Ford Fiesta in its G2 form.

The Fiat test session was also attended
by most of the world’s rallying press and
gave many of us the first chance of a
close look at the Ritmo. It was also the
first chance that Per Eklund, the team’s
suprise signing for the Monte Carlo
Rally, had of seeing and driving the car.
Eklund took the car out for a few explor-
atory laps around the ice-driving circuit
at Serre-Chevalier and soon got the hang
of things, coming in to corners on full
oversteer and pulling out on understeer.

“It’s very easy to drive,” said Per,
“though the surface isn’t ideal. We are
having trouble with the studs. It’s much
lighter than the Saab and there seems to
be plenty of power.”

After early experiments Fiat have now
settled for a fuel-injected 1500cc engine
which develops 165bhp at 7,600 rpm.
The overall weight of the car is between
800kg and 840kg depending on the

specification, but the most obvious
modifications are to the rear suspension.
This is fully independent using a lower
wishbone and McPherson strut. There is
a rear anti-roll bar and a single-leaf
transverse spring connecting the two
suspension units.

Since the cars were used on the Giro
d’Italia some changes have been made to
the limited slip differential settings mak-
ing the cars easier to drive. According to
Attilio Bettega, the young Italian who
will be driving the works car on several
events this year, the Ritmo now turns in
to corners quite easily and can be held
on the line through the corner.

One of the problems that the cars are
likely to experience in the Monte Carlo is
a lack of traction due to inadequate
studding. The current regulations allow
a reasonable band of studs around the
tyre but the studs must have a ‘flat’ top
rather than a chisel or a spike. Both the
Ritmo and the 131 were clearly having
traction problems on the icy surface of
the track though the drivers expected life
to be easier when they got on to the open
road where there was a dusting of snow
on the top surface.

England won the Bruce Trophy (fought for by teams from England, Scotland,
Ireland and Wales on the Sedan Series) and accepting it at the recent RAC
Presentations were (from left) Brian Culcheth, Russell Brookes, Tony Pond and

R, .

New HQ
for Dukeries

A move of rally HQ will be the only
major change for the 1979 Tyreservices
Dukeries National Rally which has a
route based on the Clipstone and Sher-
wood forests, and is being held on
March 10.

The new HQ will be at the Sandiacre
Post House, just off junction 25 on the
M1, and the organisers have reserved the
whole hotel for the nights before and
after the rally.

The rally’s history goes back 19 years
and it is always a popular event with club
drivers. For the second year running
Tyreservice will be sponsoring the event
which will be able to accept 130 entires
at an entry fee of £40.

The organisation is in the hands of
Howard Wilcock and Dave Clibbery on
behalf of the Dukeries Motor Club and
the event is the first round of the
Esso/BTRDA, Ford Escort 1300, Ford
Fiesta Ladies and East Midlands cham-
pionships.

A computerised results system will be
used and prospective competitors should
send an SAE to Harold White, S§
Carterknowle Avenue, Sheffield S11

Briefly

@ The withdrawal of the Burmah Rally
from the Sedan Championship has
meant alterations to the ABIRO
brochure and so the 1979 edition will not
be available until the middle of the
month. In the brochure are full details of
all UK and Ireland international rallies
and a free copy will be sent to anyone
who is interested and participants in all
the events. While on the subject of the
Burmah we must apologise to the RAC
for incorrectly implying that the meeting
that the Burmah organisers did not
attend was called by ABIRO, it was
called by the RAC.

@ Anyone interested in doing a road
rally on January 27/28 might like to
enter the Selby and DMC'’s Three Swans
Rally, which has not yet got a full entry
list. The event is run over a 140 mile
route on roads in the North Wolds and
the start will be at 23.00 hours from
Jacksons Car Park in Selby. The finish is
at the Hazel Bush, Malton Road, York
and the entry fee is £10. Closing date is
January 21 and regulations can be
obtained from Fred Harris, 31 Nether
Way, Nether Poppleton Nr York. The
organisers are also in need of marshals
and anyone who is interested should
contact Roy Sumpner, 77 Station Road,




It might not be
a Grand Prix.
But it's a start.

The Gunk Renault 5 Elf Challenge series is an excellent introduction to
motor racing.

You can race at many of the famous circuits, like Brands Hatch, Mallory
Park and Silverstone. Circuits that test your driving skills to the limit and
provide exciting, highly competitive and enjoyable racing.

And if the last series is anything to go by, every race in 1979 will be well
worth entering.

You don't have to be a millionaire to take part either. Renault 5 racing has
been specifically organised for people with limited funds, but unlimited
enthusiasm. Enthusiasm that stems from the fact that a new or second-hand
Renault 5T'S can easily and cheaply be brought up to racing specification.

If you take part in all 14 rounds, you'll receive over £1000 from sponsors’
vouchers during the series. The prize money has also been increased for 1979,
the winners of each race will receive £40 and there are prizes right down to
eighth place, plus many other awards.

If, at the end of the season, you turn out to be the Champion, there’s a very
‘valuable bonus.

The loan of a fabulous Renault 5 Gordini for the 1980 season.

So, begin your racing career in a Renault 5, it might not be a Grand Prix, but
it's a start.

If you want to drive in the Gunk Renault 5 EIf Challenge Series, write to or
telephone, Lorraine Parramore, Renault Ltd., Western Avenue,

London W3 ORZ. 01-992 3481. R E N Au lT
Wby
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Castrol,
Autosport

ATIONAL RALL
NCHAMII;I%NSHlPY

Regulations are now available for the

first round of the 1979
Castrol/AUTOSPORT Rally Cham-
pionship, the Gwynedd. The event takes
place on Saturday, February 10 with
scrutineering taking place on the Friday
evening. Entries will cost £75 for which
competitors get over 100 miles of stages
within a total route of 250 miles.

The rally will be based in Llandudno
with the Imperial Hotel once again pro-
viding the headquarters. From there
crews will compete in the North Wales
forests. Further details are available
from Dafydd Edwards, Lliwedd, 39 Ty
Croes, ‘Llanfairpwll, Anglesey,
Gwynedd.

Our congratulations to Roger Clark
who was awarded the MBE in the
New Year Honours List. Roger was
given the award for his contribution
to sport, the first time that a rally
driver has been honoured in this way.

Gwynne wins Silver

With victories on the Agbo, Bartley and
Eagle rallies, Bill Gwynne and Terry
Thorp are confirmed winners of the
BTRDA Silver Star Rally Champion-
ship. Both scored 109pts.

Phil Darbyshire, with 9lpts and
Malcolm Oxborrow, with 90pts, are
runners-up while Theo Bengry and Paul
Watkins take third place on 89 and 87
marks respectively. The remaining lead-
ing drivers were: fourth: Ted Cowell
82pts, fifth: Mick Briant 74pts. Dave
Kirkham on 74pts and Phil Jones on
Slpts were fourth and fifth in the navi-

Repco filling

The field for next year’s Repco- Reli-
ability Trial, which will cover 18,000
kilometres in a fortnight, is filling
quickly, according to the organising
committee’s Chairman, Stewart
McLeod. Mcleod has said that there
were more than 115 fully paid entries for
the event, in which the field would be re-
stricted to 250.

The rally will start and finish in Mel-
bourne and will run from August S until
August 18.

As was the case with the old Round
Australia events of the Fifties and

gators table.

Twenty nine drivers and 25 navigators

scored points on this year’s series which
totalled 11 events. Next year’s series,
which kicks off with the Snowball Rally,
run by Vale of Cothi MC on January 13,
will comprise 12 events with the best
eight to count.
@® Having postponed their Glanfield
Lawrence Rally, due last week end,
because of the® lack of entries
Morecambe CC propose running the
event in the middle of next year. June
30/July 1is the most likely date.

up

Sixties, the 1979 event has attracted its
share of unusual entries.

Included in the field so far are Jack
Murray’s 1947 Ford Deluxe, the Grey
Ghost, which won the 1954 Redex Trial,
and a 2} litre Riley which has already
competed in two Round Australia
events. Rather more serious is a team of
five Volvos, led by Volvo’'s Australian
managing director, Harry Jensen, and
two Porsches, to be driven by the Austra-
lian distributor, Alan Hamilton, and SA
rallyist and local dealer Dean Rainsford.

Al s
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This amazing VW Beetle is to be John Taylor’s mount for the Holfeld P Iy
which takes place in Ireland over the night of Saturday, January 13. The car is
prepared to G5 specification with a 2-litre Autocavan engine. It develops about
150bhp, has dry sump lubrication and is fitted with twin 40 DCOE x Webers.
There is a four speed gearbox and a limited slip diff. Taylor, who is tarmac rally
champion, will be partnered on the rally by Drexel Gillespie and another star
pairing on the rally will be Pat Ryan/Max McEvoy driving the Holfeld ex-works

Mazda
prospects

Prospects for the Mazda Hatchback
Challenge in the Castrol/AUTOSPORT
Championship next year look very good
with over 80 enquiries been received

- from new prospective competitors.

It seems that the series might even be

attracting competitors from other
championships and there could be three
or four interesting new pairings. Last
year’s winner Martin Watson has sold
his car to Steve Webster, while it seems
that both John Wilson and Fred Almond
are planning another year with the
series.
@® A Mazda RX7 will be having its
European rally debut on the Monte
Carlo Rally in the hands of Japanese pri-
vateer Hajime Nakagawa. The driver has
competed on the event before in a
Datsun B110 in which he came seventh
in class. The entry is being sponsored by
Clarion, a manufacturér of car radios
and stereos, and the team will be start-
ing the event from Paris.

Ecurie
Royal Oak

Ecurie Royal Oak attracted only 43
crews for their Oaks Trophy Rally last
Saturday night but they never expected a
tie after a 160 mile route in Derbyshire,
made more demanding by the almost
sheet ice conditions throughout.

Victory, on the furthest cleanest
principle, went to Tony Revell and
David Taylor in their EARS RS2000 the
engine of which Revell had had to re-
build during Friday. They pipped Geoff
Birkett and Dave Orrick in their Opel
Kadett, both crews dropping 28m.

Third, four minutes off the pace, but
a hefty 10 minutes in front of the rest of
the opposition, were Derek Carless and
Pete Forrester with Geoff Page/Dave
Read and Bob Hughes/Jeff Hignett
taking fourth and fifth.

1. Tony Revell-David Taylor (Escort RS2000),
28m;; 2. Geoff Birkett/Dave Orrick (Opel Kadett),
28m; 3. Derek Carless/Pete Forrester ((Escort
RS1600), 32m; 4, Geoff Page/Dave Read (Escort
RS1600), 42m; 5. Bob Hughes/Jeff Hignett (Escort
RS1600), 45m.

BBC's driver

BBC Television will again oe holding
their Driver of the Year competition and
entry coupons are in the Radio Times
and Autocar this week. The aim of the
competition is to seek eut undiscovered
talent among Britain’s drivers and the
competition is a motor sporting one.
Judges for the first stage of the competi-

for'79

tion are the Hon Sir Clive Bossom,
Chairman of the RAC Motor Sport
Council, Sue Baker, Motoring Corrées-
pondent of the Evening News, Noel
Edmonds, Ray Hutton, Editor of Auto-
car, John Surtees. The Chairman will be
Dean Delamont.

Battle on the Hermit

Keith Edwards and Jim Bowie headed 73
crews to win the Hermit Rally over a very
slippery 150 mile route in Bucks and
Oxfordshire; the event being run by
Aylesbury MC. In what was very much a
contest between two crews for outright
victory, with the rest battling among
themselves for the minor places, Dick
Mauger and Dick Steptoe, the 1977
winners, were the only crew to stay with
Edwards/Bowie under the difficult
circumstances.

Mauger led the first half in his Escort
RS1600 by 53 secs from Edwards’ Escort
RS2000 but the eventual winners pulled
back a minute in the second Half to win
by seven seconds. Matters were equally
close for third and fourth with Pete
Johnson and Alan Woodbridge hanging
on to beat Will Rudd and Peter Tilling
by five seconds while a similar margin

seperated the fifth and sixth placed
crews. In a fairly incident free event in
which S5 crews were classified at the
finish, Steve Hill and Barry Cooper re-
tired their Fiesta after going pretty well
in the first half but John Hollowell and
Andy Thorburn travelled less than a
mile before parking their Opel Ascona in
a ditch. Three crews were excluded for
infringements in a quiet zone.

1. Keith Edwards/Jim Bowie (Escort RS2000),
32m 4s; 2. Dick Mauger/Dick Steptoe (Escort
1600), 32m 11s; 3. Pete Johnson/Alan Wood-
bridge (Escort RS$2000), 37m 5s; 4. Will Rudd/Pete
Tilling (Escort RS2000), 37m 10s; 5. Robin
Rees/Paul Maynard (Escort RS2000), 38m 8s; 6.
Bob Goodwin/Neil Davison (Escort Mexico), 38m
13s. Semi-experts: Colin Henley/Chris Jennings
(Escort RS1600), 62m 24S. Novices: William Hitch-
Cock/John Griffin (Vauxhall Magnum), 76m 27s.
Ladies: Sarah Cohen/Dorothy Selby-Boothroyd
(Escort RS2000), 46m 13s. 3

Shorter Virgo Galaxy

Terry Brown and Brian O’Flynn from
Carmarthen were the slightly surprising
winners of the Virgo Galaxy Stages
Rally, run by the Port Talbot MC on the
Eppynt Ranges on December 30.
Driving their Escort RS1800 they beat
three times previous winner Frank
Pierson and Julian Millward-Hopkins by
24 secs after the 15-stage event was
reduced to nine stages when an
approach road became blocked with
vehicles.

A full entry of 90 crews turned up to
blow away the cobwebs of Christmas to
find the majority of stages lightly
covered with snow but with a lot of black
ice to catch out the unwary. From the
start, the pace was set by Ian Giles/Lyn
Jenkins (Triumph TR7 V8) and, after
five stages, they had an 8 secs advantage
over Pierson. In the secosd half of the
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2}-mile stage to inherit a lead whichhe

was never to lose. He went on to win the
Zenith Motor Factors Trophy together
with a.free entry for the West Cork
Rally.

The TR?7 failed to maintain its pace in
the later pre-lunch stages and dropped
back to third, but more than 2 mins
ahead of the next car.

With the problem of the conditions
the rally was halted at lunchtime and
during the afternoon a collection. in the
bar at the Abernant Lake Hotel pro-
duced £28 for the Gunnar Nilsson Fund.

1, Terry Brown/Brian O'Flynn (Escort RS1800),
63m " 51s; 2, Frank Pierson/Julian Millward-
Hopkins (Escort R51700), 64m 15s; 3, lan Giles/
Lyn Jenkins (Triumph TR7 V8), 65m 24s; 4, Ivor
Clark/Brian Tilley (Avenger), 67m 43s; 5, Brian
Wiggins/Tony Shepherd (Vauxhall Chevette), 68m
90s; Wynn Jones/Bernard Hill (Escort), 68m 36s.
Class winner: M. /). Cox (imp) 72m
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BORDESLEY GARAGE LTD

For your new or used Citroén, we have
an excellent selection of both.

Demonstrations without obligation
BORDESLEY GARAGELTD

Birmingham Road, Redditch
Herefordshire and Worcestershire

Tel: (0527) 63636/7/8

CITROEN #

A S-E THOMAS & CO. /\"
A (CHIFS(\)AII‘ICK) /\

ALL CITROEN MODELS

CALL FOR A DEMONSTRATION DRIVE
AT:
258-264 GOLDHAWK ROAD
SHEPHERDS BUSH

Tel: 01-743 9558

T.W. HOLLIDGE LTD
A TEST DRIVE A CITROEN A

NOW
87 PORTSMOUTH ROAD 192 LONDON ROAD
COBHAM KINGSTON
Tel: Cobham (266) 3993 Tel: 01-546 9292

.

CITROENA

SALES @ SERVICE ® SPARES

57-50 SOUTH END, CROYDON
Tel: 01-688 3131

Demonstration available with pleasure!
Immediate delivery on most models!

' oots ctay Service | '

2 B e [ ooao tation

CITROENA IN KENT

All models available for immediate or early
delivery.

Pius, special end of year offer on all used cars,
see our classified avertisements.

HIGH STREET, FOOTS CRAY
KENT DA14 5HN
Telephone: 01-300 7951/1161 (5 lines)

FOR CITROEN
go to Citroén’s oldest agents

A WORTHING MOTORS A
A Britain’s 1st Citroén Agents A
For the complete range
you can find them at

28 BROADWATER ROAD
WORTHING, SUSSEX

Tel: 0903 200071/39573
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The CX is an expensive car, but for luxurious riding comfort, silence, and safety it is unbeatable at any price.

CITROEN CX 2400 PALLAS INJECTION

by John Bolster

A luxurious beauty

I had been looking forward to testing the Citroén
Prestige. I adore the sinful luxury of long-wheelbase
limousines, even if I can’t afford to employ ‘James’, or
perhaps ‘Gaston’ in this case, Hélas! Some rotter

dented it at the critical moment and I had to make do’

with a normal-wheelbase CX Pallas. However, it was a

CX with a difference, for it had fuel injection and C-_

matic transmission, and this last-minute substitute
turned out to be one of the best cars I've driven this
year.

When the Pallas arrived, long, low, and dark red, I
realised once again that there is nothing more beauti-
ful than an efficient aero-dynamic shape. The CX has a
lower drag-factor than any other saloon and it
employed ground-effect long before the Formula 1
boys got the message. It’s slippery, stable, and glued to
the road, yet it has no ugly spoilers or other
excrescences.

The normal CX is perhaps short of power to exploit
its aerodynamic advantage. With Bosch' L-Jetronic
fuel injection the story is entirely different, for not,
only does the engine produce a useful increase in horse-
power at lower revs, but it hands out a massive 1451b ft
of torque at 3600rpm.

The test car was fitted with the C-matic torque
converter transmission, for which the engine’s
characteristics are admirably suited. This is similar in
principle to the Porsche ‘Sportomatic’, in which a fluid
torque converter is in series with an automatic clutch.
There is no clutch pedal, withdrawal taking place when
movement of the gearlever makes an electrical contact,
and a three-speed gearbox sufficies.

The term Pallas covers a luxury specification with
various extras included, such as electric window
Aaneratinn The inferior ics most Inynrioncly annninfed

with no vulgar decoration, and the single-spoke steer-
ing wheel gives an excellent view of the instruments. In
this connection, I would remark that although the
speedometer and rev-counter are most ingenious and
perfectly legible, I would still prefer proper round
dials, perhaps because you can’t teach an old dog new
tricks. The driver has a good all-round view and the
soft seats are blissfully comfortable, especially after

1t’s slippery and stable without needing any ugly spoilers.

some hard Teutonic ones. The boot is very roomy, with
no sill to impede loading, and the big spare tyre is in
the proper place — under the bonnet. bty
Nobody should form an opinion of the Vari-power
steering without trying it over a fair distance; one needs
to become acclimatised, but the benefits are so great
that it is worth acquiring the knack. Let me say,
straight away, that there are some people with extrem-




Above: The CX instrument panel; the spherical object
on the left is an ash-tray. Above right: The concave
rear window can be seen clearly in this rear view.
Right: The fuel-injected 2347cc engine produces
128bhp. Far right: The boot is very roomy with no sill
to impede loading.

ely slow reactions who actually prefer soggy, low-
geared steering with four or five turns from lock to
lock. The Citréen has two and a half turns, with full
power operation so that the wheels can be flicked from
lock to lock during parking manoeuvres.

As the car gathers speed, a centrifugal governor
makes the operation heavier, so that the driver feels in
full control and does not cause the car to wander,
which is all too easy to do with excessively light steer-
ing. The Citroén steering feels rather like that of a rac-
ing car or even a motorcycle, but at low speeds the
power assistance renders such high gearing practi-
cable. The CX has a preponderance of weight on the
driven front wheels and though I have driven one with
non-assisted steering, the Varipower absolutely makes
the car.

As for the C-matic transmission, one can use it as a
sporting manual box, going up to 47 and 81mph in the
gears. However, very little acceleration is lost if all
starts are made in second and top is engaged around
S0mph. For that matter, rather more gradual starts
can be made in top, but perhaps the most comfortable
method is to use second in traffic or on winding roads
and top at cruising speeds. The lever can be pushed
into any slot without shock, but the mechanically sensi-
tive can still double-declutch or use heel and toe,
though of course it isn’t necessary.

The first impression of the test car was of its
amazing silence. It was so much quieter than any
previous CX I have driven that I must assume the extra
padding of the Pallas to be responsible. The engine can
scarcely be heard at cruising speeds and makes only a
mild buzzing when pressed, while the transmission is
totally silent. This is most agreeable, and allowed the
excellent stereo equipment to be enjoyed to the full.

There is no tyre roar, but an occasional thump can
be heard over joins in the road surface. This, like the
very moderate wind noise, would be inaudible if the
engine made the usual amount of commotion.

The performance is distinctly brisk, as the figures
show. The actual getaway is well below the wheelspin
level but the car does not hang about, like some auto-
matics, and the acceleration in the middle ranges
allows rapid and safe overtaking. As with all very
slippery cars, it’s difficult to determine the absolute
maximum because speed keeps on building up. In this
case, I got the speedometer past 120mph with the rev-
counter touching the red at 6000rpm, which my stop-
watch called an honest 115Smph, a satisfactory result.

Very high cornering power, especially for a car that
is by no means a featherweight, is a feature. There is
naturally some understeer but this is not sufficient to
reduce the crisp responsiveness of the steering. The
stability in side winds is outstanding and the handling
remains excellent and entirely predictable on wet
roads. This is the result of the close relationship be-
tween Citrden and Michelin, the CX and its tyres

S et O

having been developed together. It is remarkable what
tight curves the car will negotiate at speeds above
100mph, which would hardly be expected of so
luxurious a carriage.

Luxury is the right word with the Pallas. The hydro-
pneumatic suspension irons out all the bumps andl
though there is some roll on corners, the seats give
good lateral location, including the rear ones. The
back doors allow easy access and the rear passengers
have plenty of space in every direction. The disc
brakes, ventilated in front, cope easily with the weight
and speed.

While the passengers enjoy exceptional riding
comfort, it is a pity that the heating and ventilation
have not been better thought out. It seems impossible
to obtain adequate cool breathing air while keeping the
lower part of the car warm, and this should receive
attention. My only other complaint concerns the lights,
which are excellent on full beam but cause some angry
flashing from other motorists when dipped, though I

The interior is most luxuriously appointed

couldn’t see why.

The Citroén CX is a car which has been improving
all the time and with fuel injection it’s exceptional
road-going properties can be really exploited. It com-
bines riding comfort for the passengers with pleasure
for the driver to an extraordinary extent, and much of
that enjoyment comes from handling a steering gear
with only two and a half turns, lock to lock. One steers
more by a thought process than by consciously turning
the wheel, and after a very sharp corner the powered
self-centring straightens the steering at once. If
released, it will come back too quickly, but personally I
brake the wheel with the palms of my hands, so that it
straightens up at the right pace.

In Pallas guise, the CX is an expensive car, but for
luxurious riding comfort, silence, and safety it is un-
beatable at any price. To some extent, the big Citroéns
have always been an acquired taste, but what marvel-
lous enjoyment they give when one has become an
addict! 3 . )

-Specification and performance data-

Car Tested: Citro&n CX 2400 Pallas Injection (C-matic) 4-door
saloon, price £6,997.

Engine: Four-cylinders 93.5 x 85.5mm (2347cc). Compression.
ratio 8.75 to 1. 128bhp DIN at 4800rpm. Pushrod-operated
inclined-valves. Bosch L-Jetronic fuel injection.

Transmission: Transverse engine and C-Matic tramsmission,
with fluid torgue converter, automatic clutch, and 3-speed
gearbox, ratios 0.80, 1.13, and 1.94 to 1. Helical spur final
drive, ratio 4.77 to 1. ]

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Hydropneumatic
self-levelling suspension with manual height control, operated
by high-pressure, engine-driven pump and accumulators, equal-
length front wishbones and rear trailing arms. Vari-power fully-
powered speed-conscious steering. Anti-roll bars both ends.
Disc brakes, ventilated in front, fully-powered by high-pressure
hydraulic system, with dual circuits and rear limiting valve. Bolt-
on steel wheels, fitted 185 HR 14 tyres.

Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Rev-
counter. Fuel, water-temperature, and sump level guages.
Voltmeter. Clock. Heating, demisting, and ventilation system
with heated rear window. Electrically-raised windows, 2-speed
and intermittent wipers and washers. Flashing direction
indicators with hazard warning. Reversing lights.

Dimensions: Wheelbase 9ft 4in. Track 4ft 10in/4ft 5.5in. Overall
length 15ft 2.25in. Width 5ft 8in. Weight 1ton 7.4cwt.
Performance; Maximum speed 115mph. Speeds in gears,
second 81mph, first 47mph. Standing quarter-mile 18.3s.
Acceleration: 0-30mph 4.0s, 0-50mph 8.4s, 0-60mph 11.5s, 0-
80mph 21.5s, 0-100mph 36.2s.

Fuel Consumption: 20 to 26mpsg.




track test

Maybe I’'m wrong but I have created a web of
superstition in my mind about race driving over
the years. I hate, for example, having my name
painted on a car and the reason is quite simple: I
have a superstitious belief that either some other
driver will get to drive the car in my place or that
disaster will strike. In the Wynns 1000 at
Kyalami in early November I had my only major
accident of the season when I wrote off the
Sigma team’s Mazda after hitting a giant oil
slick — the regulations unfortunately insisted
that all drivers had to have their names on the
cars.

I prefer to drive as number seven or a multiple
of seven (my Porsche this year was 14, the Dolo-
mite 21); and, of course, Lt Nungesser’s emblem
has to be on the car before I race it. In the same
way, it is my firm belief that dirty cars turned
out by scruffy individuals from foul, oil-ridden
workshops don’t stand a chance in any race.
That’s why I can overcome my allergy to work
when it comes to polishing any car that I am
going to race.

L —
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The two test cars parked in front of GTI Engineering’s premises at Silverstone.

The Golf club

TONY DRON has been out on the links with two variants on the Volkswagen
Golf theme. In this test in which he compares a Group 1 Golf GTIl with a
Group 2 version, it turned out to be rather more than a restful Sunday
afternoon exercise.

Tony immediately took to the G2 car, a “fabulous little racer”.
SNl airisiedolh




I don’t think Richard Lloyd is as superstitious as’T am
but he obviously has the desire to run the neatest,
cleanest racing team that ever was. Richard isn’t just
interested in tidiness, good taste, and style for the sake
of vanity; he feels that they are an important part of
race preparation, and I reckon he’s right.

In keeping with his ideas on the perfect racing team,
Richard has set up his workshops at Unit 9, Silverstone
Circuit, Towcester, Northants (Tel: 0327 857037). Unit
9 is a large Nissen-hut style building converted into a
very smart racing workshop comprising offices,
work area, engine preparation room, and stores. He
and his partner, Brian Ricketts, have called their
enterprise “GTI Engineering” because of their connec-
tions with the Volkswagen margue.

Brian is in charge of car preparation and both he’

and the team’s resident engine expert, Derek Jones,
are former Broadspeed employees. GTI Engineering
,also receives considerable help from an old friend and
mentor of Richard’s, Peter Stephens, a rather brainy
lecturer at the Royal College of Art and a successful
freelance commercial vehicle cab designer. The stylish
appearance of the GTI Engineering racing Volks-
wagens is certainly a credit to Mr Stephens.

The two cars made available for this AUTOSPORT
track test by the team were both Golfs, in Group 1 and
Group 2 variants. The former was the machine that
Lloyd campaigned successfully to win the 1600cc class
of the Tricentrol RAC British Saloon Car Champion-
ship, and in which he was only just defeated for the
overall title by Richard Longman (Mini).

This G1 car was prepared initially by Broadspeed
but in mid-season Brian Ricketts left the Southam firm
to set up GTI Engineering with Lloyd, causing some
temporary unhappiness. The preparation of the GTI
car is relatively simple: harder springs are fitted, with
2401b per in. springs at the front being about twice as
stiff as the standard coils while those at the rear are up-
rated from about 75 to 120 or so. Special Bilstein
dampers, originally designed for the amazing little G2
Sciroccos, are also fitted. Both anti-roll bars are stiffer
than those on the standard road car but in this case it is
the rear that receives proportionally more stiffening
than the front. The homologated weight of the car is
810Kg, and there is no difficulty in achieving that
figure even with a full roll-cage installed. '
~ Roadgoing GTI's produce a quoted 110bhp — a
little less than that if measured on the DIN system —
and the best that the G1 car has shown this year has
been 130bhp DIN (which comes out at 112bhp at the
front wheels). Most of the power increase is due to the
specially-profiled camshaft which is permitted in the
RAC regulations. Richard revs the engine to 7,500rpm
when racing and, with the clutch bolts lock-wired, it
seems happy at these revs for almost indefinite periods.
In the transmission department, a set of close-ratio
gears has been homologated for the car and, like all the
Tricentrol cars, a limited slip differential is fitted.

On the circuit, the first thing I noticed about the
Golf was its fantastic brakes, the car stopping without
any weaving even when I left my braking absurdly late,
and this despite a warning from Richard that the pedal
was feeling a bit soft and causing the brakes to be less
effective than usual! Ventilated front disc brakes are a
standard fitting on the GTI model, by the way.

As for the car’s behaviour in corners, I was quite

unprepared for the amazingly safe and predictable.

handling of the Golf. Having driven Richard
Longman’s Mini in a test session a year ago I was
expecting a similarly marked sensivity in the steering to
throttle opening — in other words, it veers one way
when you put your foot down and violently the other
way when you lift off, so that the Mini needed fresh
instructions down its steering column all the time.
Again the VW was a revelation, for it stuck to its
appointed line very securely so that, unlike most of the
racing saloon cars I have driven, I never felt that I had
to force the Golf to do anything it didn’t want to do in
order to make it really go.

With the Golf, the driver just brakes insanely late,
then chucks the car into the corner at the right speed
and gets back on the throttle. Turning in, you can feel
the car adopting a nice, stable, neutral attitude as it
swings neatly onto the line. It is simply very good
indeed and I could only find one tiny niggling point to
criticise: I found the clutch pedal was rather too high
off the floor for easy operation. Even when the car mis-
behaved, by staying on full throttle when I was mor:

S helll

track test

Above: Spot the differences. The G1 (top) and G2 Golfs had virtually indentical handling characteristics. Below: A’

study in cockpit interiors, the G1 c
. x

ar pictured on the left.
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Above: Tony éetting tweaked up in the Gl device. The verdict — “amazingly safe and predictable handling.”
Below: 130bhp (left) versus 187bhp. Bottom: The only idiosyncracy of the G2 Golf is a tendency induced by the
limited slip differential for the car to shoot rapidly off the track.

TheGolfclub

continued

intent on slowing down for Copse, there was no drama.
Braking gently right through the corner brought the
tail out a bit more than usual and the car stayed pretty
well on line without giving me the hair-raising moment
I'was expecting.

As that incident suggests, front-wheel drive cars
require a different technique from conventional racing
saloons. Hitting the brakes in a rear wheel drive car
when cornering with a stuck throttle would of course
provide the driver with his just desserts, i.e. a full-
blooded terminal understeer accident.

However good you make a front wheel drive racer,
once a limited slip differential is fitted the car will
possess one very nasty trap for the unwary: that is, if
the driver lifts off in a corner, the car will leave the
racing line at a tangent. When GTI Engineering
prepared their G2 Golf for the TT, they engaged a
certain well-known and respected single seater ace as
Richard’s co-driver. Entering Copse Corner early in
practice, this unfortunate gentleman felt that the car
was not quite on the right line and lifted off to readjust
matters with the inevitable result — he rolled it into the
catch fences.

With the memory of that incident firmly in my mind,
I then set off in the G2 car. Richard had said, “The rey
limit’s 9000. You'll find that the extra power makes the
wheel tug at your hands a bit but it’s okay so long as
you just hang on.”

While the G1 car was so well-behaved that it was
almost too easy to be exciting at Silverstone, the G2 car
is a fabulous little racer and I took to it immediately.
The engine, a 187bhp unit built by Muller Tuning of
Atteln, screams up to 9000rpm eagerly and you can
feel the front wheels tugging the car urgently through
the corners. A full race cam, high compression ratio,
and Kugelfischer fuel injection really bring the car to
life.

At 730Kg, it's even lighter than the G1 car, yet it has
bigger brakes — 11}ins x 1lin vented discs with
Lockhead four-pot calipers at the front — and bigger
wheels — 15 x 9 BBS rims instead of 13 x 5}. Though
the dampers are the same on both cars, the spring rates
on the G2 car are pushed up to 350 front/185 rear. A
special pedal box, incorporating a balance bar for the
independent front and rear braking systems, also
makes the G2 car much more comfortable to race than
its standard counterpart. External differences are
evident in the spoilers and neatly moulded wheel arch
extensions.

If I had been impressed with the G1 car’s brakes, the
G2 car was astonishing in this respect and better than
any other saloon car I have driven.

The handling was similar to the G1 car except that,
as Richard forewarned me, you can feel the steering
tugging hard at your hands when you floor the throttle.
The whole front end of the car feels alive but it doesn’t
“‘scrabble”” wastefully for grip — the sensation is more
like floating and, believe me, very, very quick floating
at that. There was perhaps a trace too much body roll
in the G2 car’s cornering habits, but when you consider
that the whole project was put together in five weeks it
is remarkable that GTI Eng have produced such a fine
little car.

The gearchange in both cars was good, too, and I
can’t say I noticed much difference between them. I
was told afterwards that the G2 car is fitted with an
RGOI1S box, one of a batch of 25 special racing units
on loan from the works to various teams. What I did
notice after driving the G2 car was an extremely
painful cramp in my right thumb, a testimony to the
tugging of the wheel, the kind of thing that sometimes
happens on a first encounter with a strange car.

Plans for the future include the development of a
SuperVee engine and continued expansion of their ser-
vice to customers running VWs of any kind in competi-
tion. A recent project was the preparation of the first of
next year’s ladies challenge cars, Julie Chimes’s
Dovercourt-backed machine. Lloyd and Ricketts are
currently enlarging the GTI Engineering premises to
accommodate the anticipated increase in work. in the
meantime their sponsors, Volkswagen GB and Britool,
are no doubt pleased with the results achieved by the
team with their smartly turned out black and red cars.
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Willi Begetster leads the field away at the start of one of the Niirburgring Group 2 races..

The shadows lengthen

The European Group 2 series continues to decline, as BOB CONSTANDUROS narrates.

Each year, the FEuropean Touring Car
Championship seems to mean less. The regular
runners in this expensive series dwindle, factory
involvement decreases, the number of star
drivers (or even competitive drivers) is minimal.
The result is the familiar demand to get rid of
Group 2 and the European Touring Car
Championship as it stands.

True, Group 2 is a shadow of its former self,
just as is Group 6. Gone are the days when
Formula 1 drivers raced works Fords and
BMWs at Ricard or the Niirburgring. They
don’t race sports or GT Ferraris either, and rare-
ly race either Formula 2 or Group 5 if it comes
to that. The changing face of motor racing has
left everything but F1 weaker, and a reluctance
of the ‘stars’ to race anything but their chosen
Grand Prix cars.

In place of the stars has come a new specialist
breed of Group 5 and 2 drivers, people such as
John Fitzpatrick, Tom Walkinshaw, Hans
Heyer, Armin Hahne, Carlo Facetti, Eddy
Joosen and Pierre Dieudonné. They may not be
Grand Prix drivers, but they have become the
stars of these two non-single-seater classes of
FIA status motor racing.

The great days of Group 2 were essentially
races of Ford versus BMW, ‘works’ cars, their
drivers paid ‘works’ money. With the great
names there were great cars. In 1977, various
manufacturers showed close interest in G2: Ley-
land with the Jaguar, VW with the Scirocco,
Audi with a lone 80, and Autodelta (Alfa
Romeo) with AlfaSud Sprints. This year, VW
again took an interest with their Sciroccos, and
Skoda contested a number of events with works

cars. But, once again, the manufacturers inter-
est is dwindling, too.

A further point about the European G2 series
is that there is little help for the competitors in
terms of finance. Strictly speaking, starting
money is banned, and rarely is all the stipulated
£8000 prize money distributed. Without exten-
sive sponsorship, contesting the whole Group 2
championship can be very expensive.

Umberto Grano won six of the 12 races to claim the championship.

This year, every round of the European Touring Car
Championship took place, which is something that few
other FIA series can boast. In fact, only one round (the
last of 1977) has been cancelled in the past two years.
So something, somewhere, manages to keep the Group
2 circus on the move from Mugello to Silverstone, from
Zandvoort to Osterreichring, from Brno to Jarama and
Estoril.

But it is not surprising that only about 1S competi-
tors regularly contested the championship, as opposed




to more than 20 the year before. Works involvement
and/or sponsorship usually means commitment; with-
out that commitment, no organiser can rely on many
competitors turning up. To most organisers, the most
important thing is that the front runners from the big-
gest of the five Group 2 classes turn up. There were
four regular runners in the over 3000cc class, but only
one of these four turned up for every race. And the
number one driver of that car, Umberto Grano, be-
came European Touring Car Champion. Simple.

In 1977, Grano drove occasionally with Martino Fin-
otto and Carlo Facetti, but frequently got the rough
end of the deal and didn’t get a race. So he set up his
own deal for 1978. With support from Enny Handbags
and BMW Italy, he took upwards of £50,000 to Luigi
Cimarosti’s Belgian team to run a 3.2-litre BMW 3.0
CSL for the season. He followed Dieter Quester’s
example of the previous year by hiring experienced co-
drivers, preferably from the home country, to share
driving duties at the various races. With this experi-
enced help, he won half of the 12 races.

In a thrilling wet opening round at Brands Hatch,
Tom Walkinshaw just beat off Facetti at the chequered
flag for Grano’s first win. With Arturo Merzario at
Monza, Grano’s BMW blew up, but two weeks later,
he and John Fitzpatrick were back in the winner’s
circle at Mugello. Engine trouble stopped Fitzpatrick
early in the race at Salzburgring, but with Walkinshaw
again at Jarama, and Jean Xhenceval at Estoril, Grano
picked up another 40 points. Partnered by young
Markus Hottinger, Grano won again at Osterreich-
ring, ‘but after lack of success at Brno there followed
another engine failure at the Nurburgring, once again
when Fitzpatrick was in the driving seat. However,
with Toine Hezemans co-driving, Grano clinched his
title at Zandvoort. It was just as well, for the black
BMW finished neither of the two remaining rounds at
Silverstone and Zolder.

Although Luigi Racing cannot be called the most
professional of teams, nor Grano the fastest of drivers,
both parties have their good points. Grano had good
races at Jarama and Zandvoort, and the Luigi team did
well when under pressure.

The main competition came from the 1977
championship winning car, the Alpina-built BMW
CSL which Finotto bought for himself and Facetti to
drive. Facetti is an acknowledged touring car expert,
and Finotto has improved immeasurably, matching
Facetti on occasions. Causing a lot of controversy, the
car seemed to be quicker, too, so much so that Burk-
hard Bovensiepen of Alpina wished to have no more to
do with the Finotto programme, and even demanded
that the name of Alpina be removed from the car. The
car’s speed brought the Italians three victories, at
Monza, Salzburgring and Brno, but it wasn’t always
'a happy and well-organised team. The Italian
Goodyear representative succeeded in ruining their
Mugello race, and after crashing both their G5 Porsche
935 and the G2 BMW within two weeks, Finotto and
Facetti did not contest the last three rounds.

Although the old CSL apparently has another year to
run in G2, it seems possible that a BMW 635 will be
run in the ETC next year. Such a car may have a tough
job to do, because the main rival could well come from
Mercedes. With the new lightweight, five-speed, S-litre
450 SLC. A year later than expected, the AMG tuning
company campaigned one of the heavier, 4.5 engined,
automatic 450s in 1978, and it kicked off its season
with two encouraging second places at Monza and
Salzburgring.

However, the season went sour on the AMG team for
a few months with an abortive attempt to qualify at Le
Mans, and then they produced a virtually untested new
car for the Nurburgring round. But when the regular
drivers Hans Heyer and Clemens Schickentanz re-
turned to the series at Zandvoort with a competitive
car, there was renewed hope of good competition, and
the car ran well before its retirement. With Brian Red-
man co-driving with Schickentanz, one might have
hoped for a strong challenge in the Diners Club Tourist
Trophy at Silverstone, but that never materialised,
cither. Dieudonné joined Schickentanz for the final
round at Zolder and, as at the previous two races, led
at one stage of the race, but the car was eventually re-
tired again. The 1978 Mercedes was heavy, under-
braked, and the automatic gearbox proved to be a big
disadvantage. But, with the new Mercedes, there could
be a changing face for Group 2. ; :

The final regular runner was the CSL of Belgians

The expected challenge r the 4.5 Mercedes never materialised.

EUROPEAN TOURING
CAR CHAMPIONSHIP
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1 Umberto Grano.......... BMWESL .. ..... 20 —
2 Willi Bergmeister......... VW Scirocco . . ... 10 8
Jorg Siegrist PESREREIS VW Scirocco .. ... 10 8
4 Catlo Facetti ... unii. BMWCSL ....... 1545720
Martino Finotto. . ......... BMWCSL ....... 15 RS20,
6 Eddy Joosen ............ BMWCSL ....... — —
Raijmond van Hove ....... BMWCSL ....... — —
8 Heribert Werginz. ........ BMW530i....... = —
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Raijmond van Hove and Eddy Joosen. At the begin-
ning of the season, the Luigi team intended to run two
cars themselves, and van Hove and Joosen would run
theirs independently. However, after a couple of races,
Luigi sold his car to his fellow-Belgians and they ran it
with a noticeable amount of back luck. On at least two
occasions, they never started the race; at Mugello, they

arrived to find that they had no entry! Towards the end

of the season, they were re-adopted by Luigi Racing,
and had a fairytale end to the season by winning the
final two rounds at Silverstone and Zolder.

There are another four classes in the European
Touring Car Championship, and perhaps the least
well-supported is the 3-litre class. The Racing Cor-
poration of Vienna's BMW 530i was the main entry,
but was usually outclassed by 2-litre and 1600cc cars.
The class otherwise relied on local entries of BMWs,
Capris, and Mazdas.

In the earlier days of G2, the 2-litre class had always
been a BMW versus Ford class. Following Triumph
Dolomite Sprint, Alfetta and Chrysler participation,
the class reverted to the old protagonists last season.
The Swiss, Riidi Eggenberger, who contested the series
in 1977, built up eight G2 BMW 320is and sold them
off. In the early rounds, there were regularly three or
four 320is, although some dropped out on the way.
When Eggenberger finally had time to complete his
own car for Walter Brun and Helmut Kelleners, it was
the fastest of them all. Then Zakspeed built up several
Escorts, and proved even quicker. Although not in-
tending to race at many rounds, the German Zakowski

team ended up doing four, their finest hour being at
the Nurburgring when the number two car of Armin
Hahne, Werner Schommers and Jorg Denzel broke
BMW'’s domination of the series by winning outright.
Zakspeed have already said they will be contesting the
1979 championship.

The 1600cc class is also competitive, and it is this
section that produced the series runners-up, Willi
Bergmeister and Jorg Siegrist. The VW Sciroccos
make superb little racing cars, and Siegrist and Berg-
meister drove a Jagermeister backed version. The other
regular Scirocco was the Spiess car of Anton Stocker,
teamed most of the time with Hans Nowak. This
second car, though, suffered mechanically on many oc- -
casions. The Audi 80 of Jurgen Reinke provided some
variation, as did the Escort Sport of David MacPher-
son, Pete King and John Waterman, who won their
class at the Osterreichring. Fellow-Briton Richard
Lloyd’s GTI Engineering company built up a Group 2
VW Golf, and Lloyd led the class with Teddy Pilette at
the final round, which might provide interesting inter-
VW competition next year.

The up to 1300cc class also had variation. Skoda
contested a number of the championship rounds with
works cars, and won the class on occasions. Lella Lom-
bardi did a number of rounds in a Fiat 128 Coupe with
Carlo Giani and they proved to be a winning combina-
tion. However, there was a good number of AlfaSud
Sprints, and one of the ex-Autodelta models, that
driven by Richard Mattozza of Belgium. won the class
overall.
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One of the surprises about the series was that each
round was well-supported in terms of entries. Surpris-
ing, because few European countries actually have a
domestic G2 championship. However, because of this,
the cars that kept the numbers up were, in the main,
Group 1 racers.

Group 1 is popular in Britain, Belgium, France and
Holland and, perhaps because of their involvement in
G2 races, or because of the excellent entry at the Spa
24 Hours last year, there was a separate Group 1
championship during 1978. The series of eight races
included rounds in Italy, France, Belgium (Spa 24
Hours), Germany, Austria, and Britain, but some were
badly attended.

The problem is that G1 competitors are used to rac-
ing as supporting attractions at Grands Prix, Formula
2 races and so on. On the whole, the idea of travelling
to Osterreichring in an effort to entertain a handful of
spectators instead of going to, say, Donington to sup-
port an F2 race is scarcely attractive. Furthermore,
Germany, Austria and Italy do not have very great G1
interest, so there are few local aces to challenge. G1
competitors would prefer to race in front of a large

Spa, on the other hand, is a classic in its own right.
For this reason it attracts a tremendous grid, and what
a fantastic race it was. Two of the major contenders for
the 1978 Diners Club Trans-Europe title, Gordon
Spice and Hartmut Bauer, won their classes in Ford
Capri and Escort respectively, Spice winning overall in
a very exciting finish. Although Spice took three vic-
tories in the series, the faithful Bauer contested more
races and won the championship.

Long-distance events for G1 cars are punishing for
the machinery, to the extent that the car has to be tot-
ally overhauled and virtually everything replaced after-
wards, a costly business. Most G1 events are sprint
races, and budgets are more suited to that type of rac-
ing. Stuart Graham, the Fabergé Capri driver who had
a bit of success in France last season, envisages racing
at the more important G1 events throughout Europe.
That means taking in a couple of Grand Prix support-
ing events, some F2 supporting races, and those where
the bigger crowds are found. Naturally, that is the type
of programme a sponsor appreciates.

Of course, there are complications. As Tom Walkin-
shaw found out at Silverstone recently, G1 regulations
can be confusing. Indeed, they tend to vary from
country to country, despite the FIA’s efforts to make
them uniform. Obviously, uniform G1 regs would be
ideal, but that, along with tighter control of homologa-
tion, is down to the CSI.

The two saloon car formulae of Group 1 and Group
2 are heavily in the doldrums. Both are frowned on in
Germany, incidentally, which hardly helps their pas-
sage through the lawmakers. France has a healthy G1
icene, but no interest in G2. Italy is the reverse, while
Belgium supports both quite considerably.

As a whole, European G2 staggers on. The cars are
uited to long-distance events, the race format seems
ight and, each year, some manufacturer somehow
nanages to keep interest alive. Both the grids and the
alendar are full, but the championship itself just
loesn’t have the competition.

G1, on the other hand, is very competitive. The cars,
hough, cannot stand up to continual long-distance
aces. The budgets are small in G1, although the
nthusiasm is there. Furthermore, promoters cannot
fford to import foreign competition — sometimes they
o not even pay the prize money that they are supposed
0, which does not exactly attract competitors. It seems
ad that G1 continues insularly in three or four coun-
ries with great competition, and yet those same com-
etitors only meet once a year, at Spa.

Certainly, the new Diners Club European series was
ot a great success, unfortunately for the enthusiastic
ponsors. Neither was the European G2 series. One
annot replace the other, so perhaps the ideal is to
stablish a G1 series based only in the Northern Euro-
ean countries, with events supporting F1, F2 and
urora races over short distances, plus the occasional
assic like Spa. 1979 will tell.

Just three years ago, Ian Titchmarsh referred to
the RAC Touring Car Championship as “this
great institution which has gradually meant less
as the years have passed since the RAC took it
away from the BRSCC”. The 1975 champion-
ship, he said in his seasonal survey, “carried an
insignificance never previously attained.”
Indeed, AUTOSPORT considered it worthy of
merely 89 lines tucked away in the annual club
racing review.

Titchmarsh, still bearing fond memories of
the RAC series in its Group 2 heyday, was deeply
disappointed by the move to G1 in 1975, missing
the brute power of the Camaros and the close in-
fighting of the Escorts. The following year, even
less space was devoted to the annual series
review, Titchmarsh’s basic objection being that,
despite the efforts of circuit promotors and
organisers to rid the championship of domina-
tion by one marque; ‘one-horse’ races were still
very much the case.

In my review of the 1977 season this time last
year, I said that the year had been the best for
the series since the change to G1. The cham-
pionship, now under the sponsorship of Tri-

Good effort but

The RAC Touring Car Championship can provide exciting racing, but it could be

Tom Walkinshaw gets his Pentax BMW 530i very sideways as Gordon Spice carves through with his 3.0 Ford Capri.

The 1978 Group 1 Char;pion Richard Longman leads Tony B




mph Dolomite Sprint at Brands Hatéh.

centrol, was treated to its own five-page review,
possibly arising out of the personal interest of
the author. I am at odds with Titchmarsh in one
important respect. My favourite G1 British
Touring Car Championship race was in the
middle of that 1975 season for which he had
such disdain.

It was at Brands Hatch on August Bank Holi-
day Monday and came in the upper capacity
race. Three cars fought bumper to bumper
throughout, the Triumph Dolomite Sprint of
Andy Rouse, the Mazda RX3 of Barrie Williams
and the Ford Escort RS2000 of Tom Walkin-
shaw. I don’t remember who came out on top,
but the racing was just the sort of close competi-
tion which should be the hallmark of our pre-
mier saloon series. What makes it so significant
for me, however, is not simply that there were
three cars fighting for every slight advantage,
but more that they were three different marques.

And it is the lack of that inter-manufacturer
competition — and some of the reasons for it —
which have been the only big minus points
during the 1978 Tricentrol RAC British Saleon
Car Championship.

wust try harder

better. ROBIN BRADFORD reviews the past season.

k|

Last year, I suggested that the 1978 season would
surpass the previous year in excitement. Indeed, at
that time, the forthcoming season showed great
promise. Ford had announced that they would run a
Grand Prix driver at selected rounds, and similar plans
were later announced by Leyland (now BL Cars) and
BMW. For a number of reasons, the injection of ‘big
names’ into the series didn’t work out quite as
planned, although the Hermetite Dolomite Sprint did
appear in the hands of such as Derek Bell and John
Fitzpatrick.

But the undesirable ingredient which persisted, as it
had done in previous years, was the lack of truly com-
petitive cars. The top class was dominated by Capris —
and in particular the Autocar Gordon Spice Group
pair of Spice and Chris Craft — the next division by
Triumph Dolomite Sprints, the 1600cc class by the
Volkswagen Golf and the ‘baby’ class by outright
championship winner Richard Longman’s Mini.

The smallest class-winning margin was 26 points
(Spice’s advantage over Jeff Allam) and the largest 47
(the gap between Tony Dron’s works Dolomite Sprint
and Pete Lovett’s privately-entered car). It is probably
significant that the smaller of those two figures — but
even 26 is not low by anyone’s standards — came in the
most competitive class, but once again the truly com-
petitive cars in the class were all of one marque — the
Ford Capri.

The only person able to seriously challenge the
Capris was Tom Walkinshaw who, after starting the
season in a purely management position with the
BMW team, finally got into one of the heavy 530i
saloons himself to improve his team’s efforts. He won
the final championship round at Oulton Park, but only
after reducing the weight of the BMW to try and make
it competitive, but more of that anon.

Walkinshaw's reason for ‘cheating’ at that final
round was basically his frustration at some of the
problems and anomalies created by the regulations for
the championship — by no means a new problem in
the RAC series. Specific problems need not be related
here, but it is well-known that those who play the
homologation game the best are likely to win more
races.

Accusations of cheating — not necessarily made in
the open — caused a certain amount of friction among
competitors (thankfully not evident at a meeting last
month to consider the future of the championship —
Pit & Paddock, December 14) but the RAC’s own
inability to word instructions clearly, or to give people

i sufficient advanced warning of changes, also created

problems, notably over Ford Capri suspension at the
Grand Prix meeting.

Sadly, the Tricentrol championship was once again
virtually settled in court, a tribunal only a few days
before the final round disqualifying three of the four
class leaders from a Donington result for a variety of
eligibility infringements. This effectively ensured
Longman’s title as the only man who could have
challenged him at that final Oulton round was Richard
Lloyd, who was one of those disqualified.

2301-3000cc

There was no change in the class format for 1978, the
3-litre limit imposed after Camaros ran away with the
1975 series persisting. As had been the case in 1977,
the upper capacity class was virtually the domain of the
Ford Capri, the only car to challenge the domination of
the popular hatchback, being the BMW 530i.

The Ford Motor Company, in whose interest it is for
Capris to be successful on circuits, had continued their
progressive homologation improvements to the 3-litre
Capri S, which became Capri 111 during the year. The
changes included the addition of a rear spoiler —
something which many had commented was necessary
during the previous season — a slightly lower bonnet
line, four headlights and even wider wheels. These
changes, and particularly the arrival of that rear
spoiler, served to improve the Capri's handling still
further.

The 3-litre engines, running to the same spec as the
previous year, were still developing around 200bhp at
best — not a match for the superior power of the
BMW, but the considerable weight disadvantage of the
530i counteracted that.

As in previous years, there was no official Ford
works team in the championship, but considerabie
assistance was given to Gordon Spice’s two-car team
(for himself and Chris Craft) and to Stuart Graham. I
was the two Autocar Spice Group Capris which set the
pace early in the season, Gordon winning four of the
first six races. By the end of the season — by which
time the ever-immaculate cars had changed from
white, through blue and black to red livery — he had
notched half of the 12 class wins (7, if you include the
Donington round from which he was disqualified) and
teammate Craft had taken a further one. The team
boasted an exclusive contract with Goodyear which
many suggested was their key to success early on and.
while this did not necessarily mean the difference be-
tween winning and losing, it is certainly true that tyres
played a very important part in this year’s champion-
ship.

As the only team running on Goodyear rubber,
supply was not a problem, whereas the Dunlop runners
suffered quite heavily in mid-season when union prob-
lems at Fort Dunlop made tyres very scarce. Most of
the cars running in the championship, from Capris to

e Bhoad

Minis, run on 13ins wheels and, as tyres of all widths\%

are made using the same basic mould and spacers,
manufacturing sufficient, particularly in the period
running up to the Grand Prix was a major problem.

One problem which has been pointed out by Stuart
Graham was the complicated series of tyre types avail-
able. In an interview in AUTOSPORT, he said: “You
could try a tyre on Wednesday, find it was great and
leave it on the car. You left the car in the truck, came
out on Sunday for the race and suddenly you found you
couldn’t get near your testing times. ’Course, what's
happening, the tyres are curing themselves all the time.
You put on four tyres and they’ll all be completely dif-
ferent . . . for every 10 degrees of temperature, you've
got a different tyre.”

The level of preparation of the Spice Capris was as
high as ever, Spice winning the class by a margin of 28
points, his second 3-litre class win in a row. And he
managed this win despite the disqualification from the
Donington August 6 round for, according to the RAC
Tribunal, oversized inlet manifold ports and unauthor-
ised pistons. Craft finished third in the class, the team-
mates sandwiching perhaps the hottest prospect of the
'78 series, Jeff Allam.

For his efforts in the Allam Motor Services Caprig

Jeff was recently presented with the third Grovew

Award, one of the rare saloon car drivers to receive th
accolade. Jeff won the Brands Hatch round which sz
ported the British Grand Prix, after an excellent dm
in the face of some immensely strong competiti
from some considerably more experienced hands.

was also handed the following round. from which w3
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WINNING POWER

GORDON SPICE 1st  SPA 24 Hours

a3

GORDON SPICE 1st  Tricentrol 3.0 litre FOR JEFF ALLAM :
JEFF ALLAM 2nd  Tricentrol 3.0 litre SUCCESS /S

PETERCLARKE - 4th  SPA 24 Hours

CHRIS CRAFT 3rd  Tricentrol 3.0 litre
1st  Belgium Group 1

HAVING THE BEST TEAM

My personal thanks to

CASTROL Andrew, Paul, Nigel, Graham, Stuart, John (at
AUTOSPORT RALLY Piranha); Jackie and Jane for the best food and

hospitality; Hugh, Keith and Ken at the coach

CHAM Pl O N SH | P works; Dunlop and their merry band; Neil Brown for

the best engines in town, and my sponsors,

PETER CLARKE 1st  Group 1 RS2000 including
GODFREY JONES 2nd BP
DAVID JONES 3rd

Chlampion Plugs, Corbeau Seats and Dunlop,

All using winning power from Ford Motor Comany, and most of all to

NEIL BROWN ENGINEERING
BRANTONS BRIDGE ALLAM MOTOR SERVICES

BOURNE ROAD, SPALDING
LINCOLNSHIRE PE11 1JN

Tel: Spalding (STD 0775) 3052

48 Upper High Street, Epsom, Surrey
Tel: Epsom 25920/23324

LEADERSIN THE
FIELD OF GROUP
ONE ENGINE
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- ,& PREPARATION
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Componenls and engrnes for
competiion use, rectprocal o
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Motor manufacturers’ & Overseas
enquiries welcome.

Racing Services (Engines) Ltd,
1 Strawberry Vale,
Twickenham,

Middlesex

01-892 5767/891 0426
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ner Spice was disqualified, giving him two wins during
the season. He is keen to move into Europe, continuing
in saloons, and hopes that he might reach Le Mans one
day. Whatever his ambitions, however, the promise he
showed the previous year, when he was the only person
to beat Gerry Marshall in a Magnum, was certainly
fulfilled in 1978. .

Two more Capris won the 3-litre class, those of
Gerry Marshall and Brian Muir. The season opened
with a very wet race at the International Trophy meet-
ing and that master of wet conditions, Gerry Mar-
shall, racing his Triplex Capri for the first time, came
out on top — and that despite windscreen wiper prob-
lems. When the Magnum was no longer a mainstay of
Vauxhall marketing, DTV decided to withdraw from
racing and concentrate on rallying the 2300HS Chev-
ette. This left Marshall without a drive, and he put to-
gether a deal to take over Colin Vandervell’s Triplex
Capri for the season. After that initial win in the wet,
his able team, run by Bill Shaw, decided to look care-
fully at the ways of improving the car but, somehow, it
got worse rather than better. Supply problems from
Ford added to the difficulties and Gerry fished eighth
in the class.

The Browne & Day Capri carried former British
Saloon Car Champion Brian Muir to sixth in class, this
Martin Thomas-run team providing the opportunity
for spectators to see some really tigering drives. Muir
has lost none of his flair, his challenges to some of the
younger bloods among the highlights of the series. His
win came at Brands on August Bank Holiday Monday.

Of the other Capris, the most consistent was Vince
Woodman, the affable West Countryman’s Esso car
finishing fourth in the class, ahead of Stuart Graham,
whose season was recounted in AUTOSPORT two weeks
ago. Lawrie Hickman and Dave Brodie also scored
points. :

The final round of the championship was won, after
one of the most exciting races of the series, by Tom
Walkinshaw in the Pentax BMW 530i. Walkinshaw
had started the season as Team Manager to Rad
Dougal (driving a Toleman Group car) and the Pentax
car, which was due to be driven by Dieter Quester and

A pair of Golfs,
Gunnar Nilsson. Sadly the late Gunnar’s illness kept
him out of the car all season, and Quester was only
scheduled to make a limited number of performances,
so Tom found himself back in the driving seat — and
certainly not too unhappy about it. The only other
driver, apart from Dougall, to score points in a 530i
was Andy Rouse, but the cars were also driven by Win
Percy and Barrie Williams.

Walkinshaw, frustrated by the severe weight disad-
vantage under which the 530i runs, stripped out the in-
terior furnishings having found a loophole in the re-
gulations, for the Trans-Europe Trophy G1 race at Sil-
verstone during the Tourist Trophy meeting, and won
in impressive style. Having been disqualified from the
results, he was later reinstated by an RAC Tribunal
and he repeated the performance at the final Tricen-
trol round.

A close race — a hint of what the series could be like
if more cars were competitive — resulted in a win
for the overjoyed Tom Walkinshaw Racing team, the
ten points gained from the win and fastest lap pushing
him up to seventh in class. Walkinshaw has become
very disillusioned with the series during the year, citing
a number of anomalies in the regulations which serve
to put his cars at a disadvantage. Whether these cars

Ky

Riéhard Lioyd leading Thierry Tassin through the aniﬁgton chicane.

will be seen again is not yet known, but it is to be hoped
that Walkinshaw does not pull out altogether, thus re-
moving any challenge to the Capris at all.

1601-2300cc

Fifty-three points. That was the margin by which Tony
Dron won the second division with his works BL Cars
Triumph Dolomite Sprint, prepared by Ralph Broad,
who was running Sprints for the fourth season.- Rum

“

alongside Dron’s two cars cars — yes, he had a T-car

as well — was a third Broadspeed car, sponsored by
Hermetite, which was driven by selected celebrity

drivers throughout the year. These were Derek Bell, -
John Fitzpatrick, Brian Redman and Win Percy but

as the drivers changed, it could pose no serious chai-
lenge for points to Dron.

It was, however, naturally this car which was often

up with Dron and the tremendous wheel-to-whest

battle at the penultimate round at Thruxton when both

Dron and Fitzpatrick were well down the field after pat-
stops gave me some of my most enjoyable moments as &
commentator this season.

After an excellent start to the season, running &

»

Tony Dron was a runaway winner in the 1 601-2301 class, and here at Thruxton he leads Barrie William’s Yauxhall Magnum. A

B
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THE CAPRI COMPETITION SPECIALISTS

When thinking of racing, think of service, and for first class service why not visit the Capri competition
specialists. We not only deal in Capris, but all types of Race and Rally preparation. The facilities we offer are
second to none.

Race preparation enquiries welcome from Formula cars to Sports cars.

Full Rolling Road 360 H.P. Diagnostic Facilities — Engine Tuning — High Performance car servicing and all
general repair work. — Full A.V.O. parts and Piranha Ignition Systems.

OUR RECORD SHOWS WE LEAD THE WAY TO
BETTER PERFORMANCE

1975-1978 British Saloon Car Champion Class Winners
1977-1978 Belgium Group 1 Champion Class Winners
1978 1st and 4th Spa-Francorchamps
1978 Diners Club International T.T. Silverstone
3rd overall and 1st in Group 1
With other notable wins at Zolder and Zandvoort

WEST END, KIRBYMOORSIDE, YORK, Y06 6AD
Tel (0751) 31 867

| The facts speak for themselves!

1, R. Longman, Mini 1275
GT

R.A.C. British Saloon Car Championship.
Overall:

_Classes:
A. 1, G. Spice, Capri.
2, J. Allam, Capri.

Sba Francorchamps 24
hours, 22/3 July.
Overall:

3, C. Craft, Capri.

4, V. Woodman, Capri.
1, T. Dron, Dolomite.
R. Lloyd, Golf.

2, W. Percy, Celica.

3, M. Brundle, Celica.

2, R. Lloyd, Golf.

3, T. Dron, Dolomite. B.

4, G. Spice, Capri. (e

6, W. Percy, Celica.

7, M. Brundle, Celica.
J. Allam, Capri.

9, C. Craft, Capri.

10, M. Wayne, Alfasud.

5, M. Wilds, Celica.

4, M. Grant-Peterkin, Golf.

-Group
1, S. Rolt/P. Clark, Capri.
Piranha Sales, 12a, Central Trading Estate, STAINES, Middlesex, TW18 4UX.

D. R. Longman, Mini 1275 GT.

1, G. Spice/T. Pilette, Capri.
4, P. Clark/S. Rolt/
A. Lierneux, Capri.

Tourist Trophy, 17
September.
up 1:

Tel: Staines (0784) 50221




John Fitzpatrick's appearance at Thruxton in September was very eventful.
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typically shoestring effort, Barrie Williams was a
strong second in the class, although many points
behind Dron. His Sprint, which built up by Fax Dunn,
was comprehensively destroyed against the Shaw’s
Hairpin armco at Mallory Park by David Piper, and
not rebuilt until the Tourist Trophy. Barrie changed
over to a Vauxhall Magnum, an ex-Marshall car now
owned by Alan Foster, for the rest of the Tricentrol
season but, as the car was not registered for the cham-
pionship, none of his points, including a couple of class
wins, have been recorded. A fine effort. ?

The consistency of private entrant Pete Lovett,
allowed him to ease Williams out of second into third
spot. by four points, his sensible drives often keeping

- him well out of harm’s way. Tim Goss, Roger Saunders
and Bob Neville also scored points in Dolly’s, finishing
fourth, sixth and seventh respectively, the only non-
Dolly points-scorer being Jon Dooley.

As usual, former Alfa employee Dooley, was cam-
paigning an Alfa Romeo, in his case the Alfetta
GTAm, but it just can’t match the power of the
Sprints. Each year, Alfa Romeo Dealer Team under
the energetic leadership of Mike Lindsay hope for bet-
ter homologations to come through from the manufac-
turers in Italy, but still they have not got them.

1301-1600cc

The fhird class-winner to repeat his previous year's
victory was Richard Lloyd, who had introduced the
Volkswagen Golf GTI to the national series at the
start of the 1977 season and, with the demise of the
strong Toyota effort which had dominated the previous
few seasons, ran away with the class. The same thing
happened in 1978, Lloyd running a brand new car,
originally prepared by Broadspeed but run by his own
firm GTI Engineering, after its foundation about mid-
season.

Lloyd won every round but two in his new Britool-
sponsored black right-hand-drive GTI and, until his
disqualification from the August 6 Donington round
for underweight pistons and oversized inlet ports, was
in with a chance of the title. The points lost in that dis-
qualification, however, meant that he and ultimate
champion Richard Longman did not, as originally
thought, arrive at the final round with an equal chance
of the title. Thus it passed to Longman.

Lloyd's left-hand-drive silver Golf from the previous
year passed into the hands of Martin Grant-Peterkin
who. when he managed to avoid the scenery (which he
visited on a couple of occasions) ran consistently,
fimishing fourth in the class. Jim Marsden ran a
Scirocco GT1 in early rounds to finish sixth in class.

The man who finished second in class, Win Percy,
was the only driver to seriously challenge Lloyd’s

supremacy in the class and it would be interesting to.

know what would have happened had he not missed
the opening three rounds. Percy, who was unbeatable
in one of the Samuri Racing Celicas in 1976 — then
transferred to a Capri with the same team the following
year — reappeared with a Celica. It made an
immediate impact at the May 1 Brands Hatch meeting,
setting fastest lap and finishing second in the class, but
despite his many efforts, it took a long time for Percy to
win the class. He managed to do so on two occasions —
once when Lloyd was disqualified at Donington Park
and once at Brands Hatch.

Percy’s effort was a good one, financed partly by
Bradshaw Hire Plant with support from Percy’s own
garage business, Wey Valley Service Station. He also
had one brief outing in a new-shape Celica — which
replaced the original car during last winter — when he
tried Gordon Mayers’s Hughes of Beaconsfield car.
Mayers scored points in it once and Mike Wilds also
drove the car, although the single-seater driver did not
seem to be able to adapt as smoothly to the car as he
would have liked.

Up to 1300cc

So, for the fourth time in its 19-year history, the British
Leyland Mini won the country’s major saloon car title.
Richard Longman’s BL Cars 1275GT, supported by
Patrick Motors, won all but one round of the Tricen-
trol championship, setting fastest lap at 11 of them.

Longman was justifiably a happy man at the end of
the season, the car with which he had persevered
having proved well worth all his efforts. And it was a
good win, too, for Leyland who had to all intents and
purposes lost the Dolomite Sprint as a potential winner
and were able to turn their promotional interest to-
wards the Mini. i

Tom Pitcher — who transferred from the Leyland
Challenge mid-season and surprised a few with his per-
sistent and sensible driving — Jim Burrows and Barry
Johnson also ran Minis in 1978 with varying degrees of
success.

The major thorn in the side of the Mini-men was the
Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti, now boasting a 1300cc engine,
the most successful of which was that of Motor journal-
ist Rex Greenslade. There weren’t as many of these as
had been seen in previous years, Alfa Romeo Dealer
Team concentrating their efforts on attempting to get
Greenslade going. And this they did. Some sensible
early-season testing suddenly gave them an extra 1sec
or so per lap — simply with some basic suspension
adjustments — and suddenly Rex began to stay with
the Mini.

On a number of occasions, Greenslade was able to
stay with the Mini throughout, and even got close-
enough at Donington in August to exchange a little
paint. Greenslade’s only class win was at Mallory Park
in July, but his second position, although by a [arge
margin, was a tribute to his determination to make the
little 'Sud work out.

John Spulier s Chrysler Avenger was no match for the
form shown by that ace Chrysler driver Bernard Unett
in past years, although it did manage to score some
points, and Rodney Posner picked up a few points with
French Chrysler product — and the car which must
take the award as the prettiest car in the series — the
Simca Rallye 3.

Most consistent of the ‘also-rans’ in the ‘baby’ class
was the Fiesta 13008 of Stuart McCrudden, who has
been seen in a variety of cars during recent seasom
including Mexicos and Opels. He persevered with what
was obviously not a competitive car, but with some new
homologations during the winter, he is hoping that he
can get much closer to the leaders in the new season. B

TRICENTROL RAC BRITISH

Overall

1 Richard Longman 1.3 BL Cars Mini

2 Richard Lloyd 1.6 VW Golf GTI
3 Tony Dron 2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint
4 Gordon Spice 3.0 Ford Capri

5 Rex Greenslade 1.3 Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti

6 Win Percy 1.6 Toyota Celica GT
2301-3000cc

1 Gordon Spice 3.0 Ford Capri

2 Jeff Allam 3.0 Ford Capri

3 Chris Craft 3.0 Ford Capri

4 Vince Woodman 3.0 Ford Capri

1601-2300cc

1 Tony Dron 2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint
2 Pete Lovett 2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint
3 Barrie Williams 2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint

4 Tim Goss 2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint
1301-1600cc

1 Richard Lloyd 1.6 VW Golf GTI

2 Win Percy 1.6 Toyota Celica GT

3 Martin Brundle

1.6 Toyota Celica GT
4 Martin Grant Peterkin ;

1.6 YW Golf GTI

Up to 1300cc

1 Richard Longman
2 Rex Greenslade
3 Malcolm Wayne
4 John Spiller

Ex — excluded from results

1.3 BL Cars Mini

1.3 Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti
1.3 Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti
1.3Chrysler Avenger GT

Scores in parentheses dropped; best ten scores counted.

SALOON CAR CHAMPIONSHIP
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Philippe Roux takes advice from John Kirkpatrick, Senior Instructor at

im Russell school.

Making champions

MAURICE HAMILTON does a Jim Russell course and gets to learn some

home truths . . .

Fifteen miles south of Norwich lies the town of
Attleborough. First appearances suggest a
sleepy English community, struggling to retain
dignity despite the constant pummelling from
heavy transport ploughing through the narrow
streets. There is little in the way of tourist attrac-
tions, yet the small inns and boarding houses are
often fully booked; the air charged with the
prattle of accents from every corner of the globe.
Although the visitors are young and adventur-
ous, they haven’t travelled to the depths of
Norfolk to unearth the rural charm of Attle-
borough. They have come to discover more
about themselves.

Scratch any man with a driving licence, and
the chances are that you will find a racing driver
underneath. The majority of road users have
neither the wish nor the ability to take their

talents further than racing fellow motorists away
from traffic lights. There are those, however,
whose curiosity gets the better of them. Do they
possess that intangible combination of physical
and mental skills that make a racing driver?
And if they do, will they like motor racing?

There are others, of course, who don’t doubt
their ability. For them, it is a question of
‘when?’ rather than ‘how?’ or ‘why?’. One way
to satisfy such curiosity is to join a racing drivers
school, strap yourself into a single seater and go
find out with the benefit of expert instruction.
The Jim Russell International Racing Drivers
School at the Snetterton circuit — the most
experienced in the business — lies not far from
Attleborough. Occasionally they make cham-
pions out of the curious.

On a hot summer afternoon, 14 young men from far
and wide arrived in Attleborough to participate in a
Russell Overseas Course. This is one of the many
options offered by the school, and gives pupils a con-
centrated ten-day course, culminating in a race — and
the answer to many questions. I was able to monitor
the course’s progress and, never having driven a racing
car before, to experience first-hand the elation — and
frustration — of the 14 prospective racing drivers.

Most of the new arrivals didn’t know what to expect.
And if they thought they did, they were wrong. Any
thoughts of pulling on a helmet and roaring off to fame
and fortune were quickly dispelled by the opening
remarks of Senior Instructor, John Kirkpatrick: “If
you think you are going to be a racing driver by the
time this course is over then I suggest you leave now."”

No-one did. The only man who may have felt like
making a hasty departure was Philippe Roux, a 25
year-old Swiss Olympic skier from Verbier. Roux,
having driven Formula Renault at the Paul Ricard
.track in addition to rallying a Porsche, had been rather
perplexed to discover that the course did not include
racing, or come to that, driving, on a daily basis. He
threatened to leave before the course started and Kirk-
patrick caused further agitation when he stressed that
the instruction would be in gradual steps with the
emphasis on consistency and smoothness. Speed was to
be sacrificed for style and safety.

Kirkpatrick’s tough opening remarks were to set the
standard of no-nonsense teaching that he and his
assistants, David Turner and Guenda Eadie, were to
employ during the following ten days. Having laid his
cards on the table, John Kirkpatrick encouraged the
class to do likewise. As the pupils will be the central
characters of this feature, let’s take a closer look at
their backgrounds. Eight countries were represented
by 14 pupils, their average age being 23.

Glen Gardner: 28; from Washington State, USA,
was one of the oldest: a helicopter mechanic sporting a.
thick beard with an equally thick American drawl.

Racing experience: none. Racing ambitions: ‘“Don’t

know; guess that’s why I'm here.”

Walter Stephens: 23; Denver, Colorado. Smiling
American with a deep, syrupy voice. Racing experi-
ence: Spitfire in local events. Ambitions: ‘Felt the
course would be good experience and a good excuse to
visit Europe.” :

William Stephens: 20; Denver, Colorado. Quiet and
shy. Tended to live in the shadow of his brother,
Walter. Racing experience: none. Ambitions: ‘“None.
It seemed like a good idea to join Walter on the trip.”

Rene Broekhoven: 19; Holland. The youngest
member on the course. Tended to be a loner. Racing
experience: none. Ambitions: “I would like to race if I
have the ability.”

José Sanchez: 24; Mexico City. Air Traffic Con-
troller. Tall and quiet with a long face and a wide-eyed
expression. Racing experience: none. Ambitions: “I
would like to race in Europe but I don’t think that will
be possible because Mexico is so far away.”

José Pablo Escalante: 20; Mexico. Another typical
Mexican but rather more excitable and about six
inches shorter than Sanchez. Racing experience: none.
Ambitions: “I wait to see what happens on the
course.”’

Martin Kelly: 25; Glasgow. Bespectacled Insurance
man — and looked the part. Racing experience: none.
Ambitions: ‘‘None. I had saved some money and it was
a question of either going to Argentina or coming here.
Considering Scotland’s performances in the World
Cup, I think I made the right choice!”

George Herthel: 22; St. Louis, Missouri. Student.
Blond, all-American boy in peak physical condition
that exploded with his every move. Racing experience:
MGB in SCCA events. Ambitions: “I've packed my
bags and I'm staying here until I reach the top.”

Masakazu Kumagai: 25; Japan. Spent three years in°
America working in electronics. Doing the course on
his way home to Japan. Racing experience: Saloons in
Japan. Ambitions: *“To improve and race in England if
Ican.”

Hugh Schollum: 21; Auckland, New Zealand. The
youngest in a line of racing mechanics. His brothers
had decided that Hugh should be given the opportunity
to become a racing driver. Money in his hand, new
overalls and helmet in his bag, Schollum arrived in
England keen to learn. Racing experience: none.

Guy Billette: 28; Quebec. Teacher. Spoke English
with a rasping French/Canadian accent. Easy-going
manner that reflected his reason for attending. “I’m
taking a long holiday in Europe and this is part of it."”
Racing experience: none. )

Jose Ferreira: 24; Portugal. Male model. A man with
bullish self-confidence who spoke English with a
cockney accent. Racing experience: none. Ambitions:-
*“To be aracing driver”.

Andreas ‘Andrew’ Jelden: 21; London. Born in
Hamburg but working in London as a mechanical
engineer. Young and intelligent but inclined to kick
against authority in an immature way. Racing experi-
ence: none. Ambitions: “I'm here because it’s some-
thing that I've always wanted to do. I would like to
think that maybe I could take up racing at some
stage.”

To prove his enthusiasm, Andrew had arraneed n




camp the entire ten days at a local camping site. How-
ever, if you didn’t possess quite so much pioneering
spirit, there was a choice of accommodation ranging
from bed and breakfast with a local family to a room in
one of the two local inns — ‘The Griffin’ and ‘The
London Tavern’. There were, of course, more expen-
sive alternatives in Norwich but to gain on creature
comforts was to lose on the experience of living in
Attleborough.

The Automobile Association guide quotes the
population as 4,079, but there is more to Attleborough
than that. There is another community; a transient
population of ex-Russell pupils living on their wits and
love for motor racing. Their worldly possessions are
helmet, overalls — and dreams of driving racing cars.
Having completed previous courses, they earn their
money as best they can, sleeping in an annex to ‘The
London Tavern’ and living for the next Jim Russell
race. The end of each Overseas Course is planned to
coincide with a Russell race meeting — it’s the high-
light of the course and the raison d étre for the young
men killing time in Attleborough.

The Overseas Course provides a wide and varied pro-
gramme ranging from skid-pan techniques to corner
by corner instruction followed by 96 closely monitored
laps. In between there is time for a technical lecture;
films; a talk by Patrick Neve, an ex-Russell pupil; a
stiff medical and, on this occasion, unscheduled enter-
tainment provided by the late Ronnie Peterson in his
Lotus 79.

A falacy about the ten day course is that the actual
driving does not figure until after several days of class-
room teaching. Not so. The pupils were up to their
shoulders in single-seaters on the first full day — and
for many, it was the moment they had travelled
thousands of miles to experience.

Snetterton was cloaked in grey; raining and drizzling
onto the track and soaking the seats of the waiting Van
Diemens. As far as the young racers were concerned,
the sun was shining. They only felt warmth as they slid
deep into the long cockpits, held the chubby steering
wheels, reached for the stubby right-hand gear shifts,
felt a racing car at last. It was Christmas Baye s e

Life was made simple by the progressive clutch
which could be eased in and out in a similar fashion to
the road car version. In other words, no embarrassing
lurching and stalling as the cars gingerly set off in
single file down the puddle-ridden track. The pro-
cedure was simple. Limited to 3000rpm, pupils drove
up and down the straight in order that they could
become accustomed to the layout and feel of the cars.
The immediate sensation was one of precision and
taughtness of the controls; an open fresh-air feeling
coupled with the curious sight of the front wheels
bouncing up and down as they flicked plumes of spray
into the Norfolk air. 3

On paper that may sound pedestrian and boring. In
practice, it was totally new for the majority. It was
driving a racing car. It was exciting. Their enthusiastic
expressions conveyed that clearly.

Having established that everyone could drive in a
straight line, the next stage was learning the lines
through the Snetterton corners. It was carried out on a
step by step routine. Literally. Kirkpatrick, a 31 year-

Splashing round the skid pan.

0oid dCoi, walked mc goup uivugh A omand
explaining the braking, gear-changing, turning in,
power application and clipping points with the care
and clarity of Jackie Stewart. Identification points
ranged from marker boards and tufts of grass to
changes in the track surface. It looked straightforward
on foot. Back in the knee-high cockpits, it was not so
easy to spot the markers — even at a 3000rpm trickle
through the turn.

At this early stage, it was becoming obvious that
some drivers had a natural feel while others were
groping clumsily. Philippe Roux quietly voiced his
objection to being harnessed at 3000rpm and tried to
go too fast too soon — as did the impetuous
Portuguese, Ferreira, keen to impress his spectating
girlfriend as much as anyone else. The Mexican,
Sanchez, was showing consistent accuracy without
drama while others were being dramatic rather than
consistent.

Various levels of competence may have been reached
but the level of enthusiasm was consistently high and
anticipation keen to string the corners together for a
complete lap. That followed on Saturday.

The morning was occupied transfering everything
learnt the previous day into notebooks, followed by an
informative technical lecture on the basic design and
function of racing car components. The buzz of
Formula Fords heralded the arrival of British pupils
thrashing their way through lapping sessions and the
overseas members made their way to the pits to watch.
Earlier, John Kirkpatrick had given a stern briefing
about lapping procedures. The rev limit would be
4000rpm and the mental limit would be to take it easy
and not to rush into stupid mistakes. “If you do,”
warned Kirkpatrick, “I'll get very upset.”

Each session of lapping consisted of eight laps, after
which the cars returned to the pits and awaited the
critical observations of the instructors who had been
corner watching. The Overseas Course stood in
embarrassed silence as a British ‘hot-shoe’ received a
stern one thousand words for going too quickly and
screwing up just about every corner. When the man
said “take it easy,” he meant it. The other drivers took
note. Perhaps the lecture was for their benefit as much
as the recalcitrant racer.

Idle chatter had ceased, blank expressions were
legion as everyone mentally raced from corner to
corner trying to remember the various marker points.
Once on the track it was as though a tape had been
switched on in the back of your helmet. Approaching a
corner, Kirkpatrick’s celtic tones would rattle the me-
mory into action: *‘brake at the 200 board, into third at
the 100, turn in at the ‘fist’ of tarmac (a hole about
150mm diameter), apply the power when the clipping
point is in sight,”” and so on. ’

The terrible temptation was to try to go too fast. The
results were disastrous: wrong lines and missed gear
changes which did nothing for the confidence let alone
the image presented to the ever watchful instructors.
No-one was happy or comfortable.

“You must go at your own pace,” cajoled Kirk-
patrick, “get it right and the speed will come natur-
ally.” That may be so but the feeling was that it was
your first time out and you'd better be a racing driver.

i

A grid of trainees about to start their first race at Silverstone.

; |
o |
John Kirkpatrick with one of his pupils. 1‘
And what do racing drivers do? Brake late; power o=
early and all that good stuff. There we were braking
ridiculously early and then ambling through the ‘
corners in slow stiff movements. Kids’ stuff.

Accepting that ‘they know best’, it was a case of talk-
ing yourself into making a positive decision to go at &
comfortable pace. Never mind others passing you —
just do it right. And behold, it worked. The speed did |
increase; 4000rpm became comfortable instead of a
challenge. 7

There was a feeling of achievement as the drivers
hauled themselves out of the cockpits, legs weak.
bodies tingling, and returned to the classroom for &=
brief chat about the day’s activities — and advice
about the Norfolk night-life. Some made the trip to the
bright lights of Norwich — but the day’s work had
taken its toll. Martin Kelly dozed off at a disco; Glen !
Gardner had no energy to finish his steak at dinner. =
The majority opted for a quiet drink in ‘The Londoa
Tavern’ and talk about the challenge and excitement
that was adding a new dimension to their lives. |

Everyone slept on Sunday — in keeping with the rest
of Attleborough. Hugh Schollum wrote to his brothers.
in New Zealand and advised them of his progress
spending their money. Initially at sea, young nggh was
slowly finding his feet and approaching the course in &
common sense manner, becoming more convinced af

o




MakKing
champions

continued

his ability. Even Philippe Roux had come to terms with
the fact that it was not that easy. Kirkpatrick had kept
the Swiss under a tight reign and Roux was now begin-
ning to see the wisdom of the school’s ways. Instead of
complaining, he was conforming — and enjoying the
experience.

or once .in their lives, the course members found
that familiar ‘Monday Morning’ feeling did not exist as
they presented themselves for skidding lessons.
Guenda Eadie is the skid pan expert and demonstrated
the various techniques in a saloon car fitted with
purpose-made slick tyres. Easy to talk about but diffi-
cult to put into practice. When the pupils took to the
wheel, it soon became a matter of male pride de-
termined to show the lady that it was not that difficult.
They failed.

The secret was to enjoy it. And if you did not, the
rest of the course certainly did as they watched you
waltz around the first class skid facility. It was good
practical experience — and besides, there was the
possibility that it could rain during the important
lapping sessions the following day.

It was not surprising therefore, that the first reaction
on Tuesday morning was to pull back the curtains and
heave a sigh of relief at the sight of clear blue skies.
The whole day was to be devoted to lapping — and

reaching the magic limit. was a
hurried formality and an 8am arrival at the circuit a
minor detail. Kirkpatrick was already in attendance;
the cars lined up in the pit lane.

Perhaps sensing the simmering adrenalin, John
ordered a walk of the circuit. Now it’s a fair bet that if
asked to take a 1.9 mile walk before a normal working
day, most would offer blank amazement — if not
stubborn refusal. But this was different and the racers
set off laughing and joking, making roaring noises and
gyrating in the corners as they ‘spun off’.

Forty-five minutes later, Kirkpatrick reviewed his
troops as they climbed into the now familiar cockpits.
Each driver was spoken to individually and a 4000rpm
limit confirmed. Once again, the simplicity of it all
from a pedestrian point of view became a series of mis-
judgements when recumbent in the cockpit at speed.
For those who continued to rush into mistakes, the
instructors made no bones about their feelings.

“And what were you doing, mister?” demanded
Kirkpatrick of a sheepish Escalante, the little Mexican
sitting on the pit wall with a hurt expression. ‘“That
was terrible. A session wasted. You've got to concen-
trate. Go slowly.”

Pablo was not alone either. Others had made a non-
sense of various corners while some, including José
Sanchez, had committed a cardinal sin.

*“You’ve over-revved.”’

I know,” replied Sanchez with a nervous Mexican
giggle.

The instructors did not see the funny side. Compli-
ments did not come easily except perhaps to those who
were having difficulty and mild rebukes coupled with
encouragement where applicable worked wonders for
the confidence. It was quite obvious that there is more
to the business of instruction than simply the art of
teaching. The tutor has to be an enthusiast; a psycho-

The aut{tor tries his hand in one of the school’s Van Diemen REF75’s.

logist, a tactician — and possess a keen sense of
humour.

*“Your gear-changing was terrible,” Kirkpatrick in-
formed Walter Stephens.

“I only missed a gear twice — and each time it was
in front of you.”

“Aye ... I seem to get blamed for a lot of things
. .."”" came the dour Scottish reply with more than a
hint of a twinkle in the eye.

By the end of the afternoon the rev limit had been
raised to 5500rpm. The 4-cylinder 1600cc engine sud-
denly packed a punch and a healthy roar replaced the
transmission whine that had accompanied low-rev
operations. At that pace, everything fell into place.
Previously, the gear-changing and turning-in points
had been well-spaced but unnatural. At 5500rpm, the
markers flashed by at breakneck speed; movements
flowed and the corners became a swift, gentle arc that
seemed absolutely right instead of a series of stilted,
awkward movements. Suddenly the 200 marker board
meant what it said instead of appearing to be half a
mile from the corner.

The logical pattern of the tuition became clear. If
you had mastered the correct lines at slower speeds
then everything fell into place at higher speed — and
confidence grew. Sheer exhilaration replaced appre-
hension. You felt you were the fastest man at Snet-
terton; a real ace. It was only when drivers vacated
their cockpits and watched others at work that the
realisation dawned of just how slow they had really
been going. But that did not matter. It had been one of
the most exciting moments they had ever experienced.
A personal ‘high’. /

The day ended with the usual de-brief in the class-
room. Everyone was chatting furiously; almost
euphoric with the sense of achievement. John Kirk-
patrick soon burst the bubble. The last session had
been punctuated by a shower of rain which did not
dampen the drivers’ enthusiasm. Notatall . . . .

The performances in the wet had marred what had
hitherto been a good progressive day. There had been
one or two visits down the escape road at the end of the
back straight; Andrew Jelden had spun; Philippe Roux
‘had‘managed to get into a dice with a more experi-
enced driver who had been lapping at the same time
and, in his enthusiasm, he had overtaken others in the
braking areas. Not the prescribed behaviour for
lapping sessions. Kirkpatrick did not mince his words.
The class sat tousle-haired, perspiring, motionless.
The ‘big stick’ was being waved; it was a serious busi-
ness — and they knew it.

With business over came the realisation that it had
been a full day where the hours had seemed like
minutes. The circuit continued to roll before the
mind’s eye. Shoulder blades were stiff; hands were
lightly blistered. Ah, if every day -could be like
that. ...

An unexpected bonus for everyone — including the
enthusiastic staff — was a brief test session at the
circuit by Lotus on Wednesday. It was the first sight of
a Formula 1 car in the flesh for many and their awe in-
creased ten-fold when Ronnie Peterson was chauf-
feured to the track in the black JPS aircraft used by
Colin Chapman. The would-be racers watched in
silence as this sadly missed Grand Prix driver yawned
before climbing nonchalantly into the Lotus 79, firing
up and taking to the track. The ‘exclusive’ air gave the
feeling of being allowed to touch the sacred hem of
Grand Prix racing.

The wailing DFV signalled Peterson’s progress
around the circuit and students stood, heads cocked,
listening to the gear changes as they mentally rode in
the Lotus. But the inexperienced mind found it diffi-
cult to keep up once Peterson was into the groove. The
speed and spectacle was almost too much for the ex-
perienced observer to accept as well.

I watch Grand Prix cars every other week-end during
the summer but now I was seeing F1 in a new light. For
once I was standing at a corner which I had tackled —
or tried to tackle — in a racing car. I had become a
participant instead of an observer. I thought I knew
what it was all about. I knew nothing. Peterson’s speed
astounded me. It was as though I had never seen a
Grand Prix car in action before.

Peterson’s performance remained the cause of
glazed expressions until Jim Russell’s barbecue — a
social highlight of any Overseas Course. Held in a
tastefully converted stable at Jim’s beautiful mansion
— Bardwell Manor — the course had the opportunity
of inspecting the highly respected Russell race horse
stud. Jim extended a friendly welcome at the door.
Food and drink were ‘on the house’ and there is no
doubt that Russell could comfortably enter the cater-
ing business such was the slick and professional
manner in which the food was cooked and served by
Jim and his wife with able assistance from the school
staff.

Jim mingled with ‘his boys’ answering their queries
and comments in addition to spinning many a hair-
raising yarn about his racing days. He is justifiably
proud of the school’s reputation but feels aggrieved
that little recognition is awarded to his World Scholar-
ship Competition. Held at the end of each year, the
competition is designed to find the school’s best pupils
with final judging carried out by an independent panel




from the racing world. First prize for the winners of
both the British and Overseas sections is a Jim Russell
school works Formula Ford drive for the following year
(worth about £14,000 and making the much-
srumpeted Grovewood award look pathetic).

Russell is an earthy individual, rolling his own cigar-
sttes and lacking the pretentious attitude that usually
accompanies such wealth. He holds the reigns of the
racing school of course but concentrates on other divi-
sions of his multifarious business empire thus leaving
the school (which receives generous backing from Esso)
under the overall direction of John Paine and the
specific Snetterton control of John Kirkpatrick. None-
theless, Jim enjoyed mixing with the boys and pro-
mised to attend the race on Saturday.

Before the big day however, two more sessions at
5500rpm were scheduled — the emphasis as always on
consistency and accuracy rather than out-and-out
speed. Lap times were recorded but not issued until the
course had finished.

Nonetheless, there was an unspoken feeling among
the pupils of wanting to push themselves and the cars
to as near the limit as they dare. Nature stepped in and
soaked the track, cutting the rev-limit to 5000rpm. The
character of the circuit changed completely; marks dis-
appeared under the shiny track surface and puddles
caused new hazards. Visors misted and generally the
frustration was enormous. Martin Kelly admitted to
being rather confused while the two Mexicans
appeared to be more baffled by the so-called ‘English
Summer’ than anything else.

A detailed briefing was delivered for race day. There
would be 80 Russell pupils competing in seven races.
The Overseas Course would be spread over the first
three races — and they would be very much on their
own. “I won’t be able to tell you if you are overdoing it.
If you do, the consequences could be dire. Winning,”
said Kirkpatrick, “is only a bonus. It's not what it’s all
about at this stage.”” Licences were issued.

The teaching was over but the learning had only just
begun.

The ride back to Attleborough in the school bus was

uieter than usual. Faces stared out of windows,
thoughts preoccupied with Saturday — and the race.
To the outside world, the Jim Russell Race Meeting
may seem like a third-rate affair of no consequence. To
the Overseas Course, it meant their first race. And the
thoughts of a first race twist the guts no matter what
the circumstances.

To add to the sense of occasion, Attleborough has
assumed it's own ‘big race’ atmosphere. Young racers
from as far afield as Belgium and France packed ‘The
London Tavern’. It was unbelievable that such enthu-
siasm could be raised for a six lap race. The local ‘tran-
sient racers’ had been preparing for the race by keep-
ing fit and running as much as five miles per day!
There were even the admiring local ladies sitting in a
row and twittering like starlings on a wire. The Attle-
borough Grand Prix was under way.

A blustery Saturday morning wind kicked up the
dust in the Snetterton paddock as young men scurried
about in silence. They were scheduled to go through
the formal procedures accorded to a normal race meet-
ing; signing on, helmet check, waiting, practice, wait-
ing, briefing, waiting — and then the race.

Practice consisted of eight laps at a 5500rpm limit.
For every 100 revs over the top, five seconds were
added to your best lap time (a similar offence in the
race added ten seconds to your overall race time). The
Overseas Course acquitted themselves well during
practice. Philippe Roux and Hugh Schollum were on
pole for their respective events with the remainder
spread evenly down the grids.

Lunch was available for those that wanted to eat but
the smell of cooking in the cafeteria was hardly con-
ducive to a settled stomach. Many disappeared to a
quiet corner; British pupils sat in their road cars and
stared blankly ahead. The toilets were well patronised.

The loudspeaker crackled into life across the
strangely silent paddock calling the faithful to a brief-
ing by the RAC Clerk of. the Course: advice on the
latest state of the circuit — procedure for rain — good
luck and enjoy yourselves.

Now they were on their own.

As each race finished, drivers emerged babbling
furiously as they struggled to describe the experience.
Each performance was highly personal and different. I
can merely relate my own.

Once your race number has been called and the cars
return to the collection area after the previous race, you
climb into ‘your’ car. Seat padding if necessary; fasten
harness and pull taught. Wait. Those that have raced
chatter merrily while those that have not watch from a
distance and wish that they had. Kirkpatrick’s words,
“Check for neutral and start please,” bring a chill to
the bones and 11 Formula Fords to life. File onto the
circuit in grid order. I am on the outside of the front
row. Check the outside of the first turn just like John
advised during His pre-race briefing. It’s dirty. Form
on the grid, engage first, switch off. And wait. It's
spooky. No spectators on the banks; no mechanics,

hers or hangers-on milling on the grid; no
babbling public address. Just the sound of the wind.
Ese the man in the middle of the froat row. Don’t
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either. He nods. I give him a mean look. I'll show him.
Phllip};lae is on pole. He passed me during practice as

though I was standing still. Think I'll wave at him if he
looks . . . Horn. 2 minutes. God, why don’t they hurry
up? The other lads watch from the pit lane — but they
may as well be a million miles away. Feel very alone
and unprepared for all this. Wish I'd had more experi-
ence at 5500rpm in the dry . . . Horn. 1 minute. Start
engine. No problems. Hold revs at 3500. The final 60
seconds seem like forever. The starter couldn’t possibly
climb the rostrum any slower if he tried. Left leg
trembling. Flag up slowly and . . . thoughts cease and
actions follow. i

Lift off too soon at the first corner. ““At the first
corner, be gentlemanly,” Kirkpatrick had said. I was
... and those other rude bastards rushed straight
throu%h the door I had left wide open! The rest of the
race follows in a high speed blur. Don’t make a
mistake; get the line right; watch the guy behind; don’t

* over-rev; don’t throw the car at the bank; finish for

God’s sake.

Perhaps if I'd got on with racing rather than think-
ing all that I might have finished higher than sixth.

Tremendous feeling of sadness as I round the last
corner on the slowing down lap. It's over. Feeling of
disappointment too. The race came as a bit of a shock.
Wasn'’t ready for all that pushing and shoving. Initially
I thought I simply wanted to finish. Climbing out of
the car I realise just how much I really wanted to win.
But like everyone else, I throughly enjoyed the
experience.

To add the final trappings to ‘race day’, a prize-

‘giving for the Overseas Course was held in ‘The

London Tavern'. John Kirkpatrick had ruled with a
strong but understanding hand and the logic of the
school’s methods was indicated by the high esteem in
which the pupils held their tutors — plus the steady
performances on the track.

Philippe Roux won ‘my’ race comfortably — and
underlined his promise by using no more than
5000rpm. He said he intended to take racing more
serionsly when he stops professional skiing in two years

Above: David Turner and John Kirkpatrick offer advice to pupils at Snetterton. Below left: American student,
George Herthel is shown the right way to do things. Below right: The Van Diemen at speed.

José Sanchez won by a whisker and was moving on to
take an advanced course at Russell’s Silverstone
school. Fellow Mexican Escalante finished third: “I
over-revved while dicing for second place, but I didn't

.care because I was enjoying it so much!”’

But for over-revving, George Herthel would have
finished third. Suitably encouraged, he was more de-
termined than ever to stay in England and ‘make it to
the top’.

The Stephens’ brothers drove sensibly, William re-
ceiving an additional boost by winning the award for
the “driver who has made the most progress”. Jose
Ferreira had initially been in the depths of d&sfa.u'
The Portuguese had been pushed to the back of the
field during a first corner scramble — but he was soon
back on form and raring to race again.

Rene Broekhoven's smile indicated that he was
pleased with his performance and he intended to enter
the World Scholarship. Racing had definitely eased its
way into Hugh Schollum’s blood and, after a brief tous
in Europe, he intended to take up cockpit duties back
in New Zealand. Andrew Jelden had driven a spirited
race although he predictably won the dubious honour of
over-revving to the tune of 900rpm. Andrew was the
only member to voice reservations about the course and
said he intended to try other schools.

There was an ‘end of holiday’ atmosphers.
Addresses were exchanged and perhaps Pablo Esca-
lante summed it up best when he simply said he was
very sad that it was over. Under the flush of alcoholic
enthusiasm, virtually everyone vowed to race agaim.
Few probably will. As Kirkpatrick had warned in his
opening remarks, no-one present could consider them-
selves a racing driver at that stage. But at least they
knew if they wanted to race.

Personally, I found it to be the most exhilarating ==
days I have ever spent. I only wish I had taken the
course ten years ago. To anyone thinking about satisfy-
ing their racing curiousity, I can only say ‘do it mow".
You won't regret a minute of it. And I know at least 13
men scattered across the world who would agree 'u;
that
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If you canyidentify the 14 drivers pictured abové‘sehd your entriés on a postcard
please to ; ' : '

GRIFFIN HELMETS LTD. _
HIGHFIELD ROAD, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 2DH.

riffi Entries close Jan 31st.
g THE FlRST CORRECT ENTRY — GRIFFIN CLUBMAN PLUS £50.

THE SECOND CORRECT ENTRY — GRIFFIN SPEEDSTAR PLUS £25.
THE THIRD CORRECT ENTRY — GRIFFIN JETSTAR PLUS £10.
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edited by Marcus Pye

European FF2000 series
sponsor negotiated

Great news for FF2000 drivers, con-
structors and engine builders in Britain
this week is that Daniel Partel, President
of the German Formula Ford Fahrer-
vereiningung, has secured a sponsor for
a European championship series in
1979. The races will take place at pres-
tigious meetings —  Nurburgring,
Zolder, Zandvoort and Donington are
already said to be interested in staging
rounds, consequently an attractive prize
fund will be on offer. Many details are
still to be finalised but Partel is anxious
that interested parties contact him as
soon as possible.

A European FF1600 championship is
also being promoted and, once again,
competitors are asked to write (or tele-

phone after January 10) for further
details. Your contact is Frau Gisa
Schmidt, German Formula Ford
Fahrervereinigung, BSI-Bureau Service
International, U6, 12a, 68 Mannheim,
Federal Republic of Germany.

Details of the 1979 Golden Lion
Trophy series will soon be available with
the first round already scheduled for
Zolder on March 11. It will carry a mini-
mum purse of DM4000 and a strong
contingent from England and Ireland
would be particularly welcome. We will
publish further details as soon as we
receive them but please contact the'
Formula  Ford  Fahrervereinigung
through Frau Schmidt at the above
address if you would like to compete.

Keeler join Excel F1300

Excel Lithoplates are to continue their
association with the 750MC’s Formula
1300 series in 1979 having had a success-
ful season’s involvement last year. Man-
aging Director Ron Giles feels that both
arties can reap further benefit from
urther co-operation and, judging by the
standard of competition in 1978, the
coming season should be the best yet for

Roy James to

It seems that Roy James is planning to
make another return to motor sport in
1979 and is looking for sponsorship to
contest either FF1600 or FF2000. James
first raced in the early 60s in Formula
Junior but his career was interrupted by
a 12-year stay as a guest of Her Majesty
following his part in the Great Train
Robbery. While Roy was in prison he
maintained a rigorous keep-fit prog-
ramme but shortly after his release he
took to the tracks again.

Another setback was suffered when he
crashed Ted Wentz's FAtlantic car at
Silverstone during a test session, break-

the category. Additional backing has
been offered by Bob Keeler, Managing
Director of the Keeler Motor Group, of
Wembley. Keeler feels he would like to
be involved with the true amateur driver
and total sponsorship for the series has
now reached £5000 — a most worthwhile
;f;ize fund for the club to dispense in
793

return?

ing a leg in the shunt, but he was soon
back in the cockpit with a sinister-
looking black Royale FF1600 chassis,
winning - a race at Castle Combe.
Switching to a Hawke in 1976 proved a
mistake, James having another crash:
and retiring due to a lack of finance. The
silversmith attended the FF Festival at
Brands Hatch late last season and he
is convinced that another go would be
more successful. Among his other pro-
jects is a handsome trophy for the winner
of this season’s Rivet Supply special
saloon championship which has just
been completed.

orts exira

New Vanmieineh for Gri_gg

Making its debut at Brands Hatch over Christmas was the first customer Van
Diemen in the hands of Basingstoke motor trader Stephen Grigg. In fact the
proud owner had intended to give the chassis a shake down run at the Kent circuit
the previous Wednesday but, on arrival at Brands, found the track under snow
and decided not to take it out of its box in the general testing session. The new
chassis from Ralph Firman's Norfolk concern (_%rst seen as long ago as the FF
Festival of course) is very distinctive to look atwith its very wide low nose — Van
Diemen's first front-radiatored design — and high, upswept tail. Grigg was full of
praise for the car having raced a Hawke DLI2 chassis until now, and is hoping to

- -

Homewood tries Tiga-BDA

Making its circuit racing debut in revised trim on Boxing day was Ernie Farn-
combe’s immaculate Tiga SC77 Sports 2000 chassis, driven by John Homewood.
Formerly the property of John Webb and raced by him in the colours of Monsieur

with a view to a season of sprints and hillclimbs in 1979. The first time that we
had seen the car for several months was at a Brands Hatch test day when the
owner and close friend Homewood were concentrating on setting it up properly.
Homewood, the former Imp-specialist and one of the most successful saloon
drivers, was really flying that day, faster than any other Sports 2000 car previously
witnessed. But, then again, that engine note did not sound right? And it was
soing very quickly! One look under the back end and all was revealed. Nestling
beneath the fibreglass is a pokey 1700cc BDA unit, destined for the 1 979 RAC Hill-
climb championship. Farncombe has a lot of experience in this field with the
bulky Nomad-Buick (née Hurricane) and wants to give Simon Dominey 's Martin
a pood run next year. Meanwhile, Charing farmer Homewood is still con-
& move into Sports 2000 proper in 1979, finance permitiing.

Rochas, St Leonards driver Farncombe acquired the car a couple of months back

have it well sorted prior to the 1979 championship trail.

A lesson
to many. . ?

A superb little document found its
way onto the Club Editor’s desk this

week, this being the invaluable
Ingliston Championship Year Book.
1978, published by the enterprising
Scotcircuits concern. This really
should be a pointer to all circuits,
covering the year’s sport in detail in a
nicely  produced booklet.  Just
imagine, if each track could publish
a yearbook, enthusiasts all over the
country could collect a set and have
all the national championship details
at their fingertips for futurereference
— a bound volume perhaps.

The Ingliston book contains a
splendid collection of photographs
(not least this excellent cover shot of
John Kirk's Wallinger Imp and Doug
Niven's bulbous Beetle) and these
provide a welcome guide to Scottish
motor sport in general with shots of
most of the leading names.

Lawson’s PRS

Former Scottish FF1600 champion Stu
Lawson has forsaken his Hawke DL20 in
favour of a'new PRS chassis from Vic
Hollman’s Welwyn Garden City con-
cern. Lawson has had a good working
relationship with Hollman since Vic's
days at Hawke and feels that a PRS is his
best bet for the new Scottish season.
Lawson hopes to venture South more
often this year although he is currently
trying to raise sufficient backing to make
this possible.

King’s Lynn duo
back Brundle

Carter Builder, the King’s Lynn con-
struction company involved in motor
sport through the activities of Bob
Morey and Alex Ferrada in the last three
seasons, have joined forces with John
Brundle Motors, another Kings Lynn
firm to launch young Martin Brundle
into FF2000 this year. Martin has for
two seasons piloted an ex-Bradshaw Hire
Plant Toyota Celica in the RAC British
Saloon Car series, this being his first
move away from saloons. Brundle will
have the use of Ferrada’s 1978 Reynard
chassis, owned by Carters themselves,
completely updated to Adrian Reynard’s
1979 specification, and will contest the
ShellSport/Martini FF2000 champion-
ship.

Busy yéar for
the Andreasons

An interesting and varied season of
motor sport has been undertaken this
year by Roger and Judy Andreason in a
wide variety of motor cars, culminating
in Roger taking the Classic saloon car
championship in a 23-year-old MG ZA
Magnette owned by Don Hofland from
Holland. Prepared by Roger’s business,
Andreason Racing and Tuning in East-
leigh, the car has been driven to every
meeting and even towed the company’s
Druid F3 car to the Ghent Racing Car
Show last month without trouble! The
Andreasons achieved 13 class wins and
five lap records with their Magnettes in
1978 (Judy campaigned their own
model) while Roger also went well in his
Marcos GT modsports car and the sleek
Druid single-seater in which he took
overall honours in several meetings this
season.

Next year he will concentrate on the
Marcos in the STP modsports cham-
pionship (unless he is offered’ a com-
petitive G1 saloon drive!), Judy hopes to
do the VW GB Ladies Golf tournament
while RAC timekeeper Tim Colman,
who has driven one of the Magnettes on
occasions, should have his own
Magnette. The development Druid is for
sale and, should a suitable driver be
found, the Andreasons would like to run
a car in Formula Atlantic next season.




VAN DIEMEN R
INTERNATIONAL s
RACING SERVICES LTD ‘ ‘ D
Wishing ’
all our Customers
d Suppliers - ATV
A o H o VOLKSWAGEN MOTOR SPORT PARTS
ReI PR AND PREPARATION

Prosperous New Year Performance Road Parts for Golf/Scirocco.

GTi RHD conversions. Groups One and Two
components and complete cars. Engine

Have your car prepared to the same exacting testing and rolling road facilities.
standards which won us the :

Contact:
TRICENTROL RAC BRITISH SALOON CAR BRIAN RICHETTS or
CHAMPIONSHIP RICHARD LLOYD
L RO CNEMENAND O oo RICHARD LLOYD RACING LTD
Preparation for Group 1 cars, front wheel drive specialists UNIT 9
Specialist cylinder head modifications (all types)
SILVERSTONE CIRCUIT
RICHARD LONGMAN AND CO. TOWCESTER
11-13 PUREWELL, CHRISTCHURCH :
DORSET BN23 1EH NORTHANTS NN12 8TN
Tel: Christchurch (STD 020-15) 6569 Telephone 0327 857037 or 0_1 -741,1008

PRODUCTS

( The revolutionary new
MUY Automatic Windscreen Cleaning System!

\Super Clearc—

: ; 4
A unique windscreen wiper fitment containing f/
an extremely efficient detergent released | Nomore greasy,
automatically onto the screen during wet dirty screens
‘weather, thus giving the motorist a clear screen :
at all times.

PAD

Super Clear for
Safety!

® Powerful detergent
released automatically
in rain and snow

® Controlled discharge

® Flushes away film and
grime

® Keeps windscreens

o

®

clean and streak free
Lubricates wiper blades
Fitted in seconds to
most types of wiper arm
Refills available

Trade enquiries contact

AVAILABLE FROM A SDA
Mill Accessory Group Ltd.,

”4"0&05 U-DNGL’FE7 Two Counties Mill, Eaton Bray,

and other leading accessory shops and service stations. Dunstable, Beds. U.K. Tel: 0525 220671. Telex: 826653




@ Robin McEwen King has been elected
Chairman of the Under 17s Car Club at
the recent AGM. He succeeds Shirley
Mold who continues on the Committee
as Treasurer. The Club is currently
reviewing its membership and will be
accepting young drivers in February
prior to their first driving meeting in
March. It would be particularly nice to
welcome members and stimulate interest
from farther afield and any interested
parties should drop Robin a line at 20.
Bramcote Road, Putney, London SW1S.

@ At the AGM of the Sports Racing
Drivers Club (formerly the Clubmans
Register), Stuart Glass announced his
intention to stand down as General
Secretary due to expanding business in-
terests with effect from March 31. It was
proposed that Chris Hart, currently
Northern Secretary, should take over the
position, a motion carried unanimously.
Richard Groombridge will be co-ordina-
tor of London/Southern area business
and entitled Assistant General Secre-
tary. Glass will continue to edit the
club’s magazine until the end of the
year.

® Mike Carey of Bramhall, son of
former Manchester United football
captain Johnny Carey, has secured back-
ing from Provincial Insurance for his ex-
Alex Ferrada Mallock U2 Mk16B. The
car will be co-sponsored by Vernons the
large advertising agency of which Carey
is Managing Director.

@ Such has been the response to the first
publication of the John Brown Wheels
catalogue that a second edition has had
to be prepared. The brochure is fully

. illustrated, 132 pages in length, and con-

‘tains everything you want to know about
John Brown’s ‘emporium of goodies’.

@New Secretary of the Dudsbury CC is
Richard Yates,
Branksome, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset
Wwhile Richard Acres, 32 Queens Close,
West Moors, Wimborne, Dorset
becomes Competitions Secretary.

@ The Sevenoaks & DMC 1979 speed
championship will again be sponsored
'by Bristol Street Motors, the Ford Rallye
'Sport dealers at Masons Hill, Bromley.
The 12-round series includes races,
sprints and hillclimbs.

@ The Under Seventeens’ CC re-open
\their activities on the first Saturday in
‘March following the Christmas break
and it seems that BBC’s Nationwide TV
.crew may materialise to film the meet-
ing. Over 130 members attended the re-
cent Christmas party where Chris Craft
‘presented the 1978 awards to the young
drivers. ‘Duckhams and Cibie donated
‘prizes for the raffle.

41 Winston Avenue, -

The invitation series creates a

The Historic Sports Car Club have for a
couple of years now been running-their
fabulous Group IV category and, in
1978, decided to run an ‘invitation”
class alongside those for strictly eligible.
machinery, just to gauge interest within
the club and from the spectator. For-
tunately, some of the more recent cars
have appeared successfully and suffi-
cient enthusiasm has been shown to
warrant Historic Invitation Sports Car
races separately this year. To be eligible,
cars must be at least seven years old
(built prior to December 31, 1971) and
to their original specification. A five-
race series is anticipated and the or-

ome’ fdf the previously ineligible Chevron
B19, this being Vin Malkie's superb example.

HSCC “invitation” series

ganisers hope that Cheyron B16 and B19
models, Lola T210s, Porsche 908s and
even 917s, Ferraris, Alfa Romeos and
examples of the Taydec, Dulon,
Caldwell and McLaren marque may also
be tempted to join in. Donington are to
stage a race while others are expected at
Silverstone and Brands. Interested
parties are invited to speak to Paul
Howarth on Saddleworth 2758 after
working hours. Incidentally, Historic
Group 1V drivers are reminded that they
are eligible to join the new championship
which should help to re-establish sports
car racing on the club calendar, a facet
sadly lacking for several years.

The final special saloon race of the year; Boxing Day Brands. The Mason Stilettos of
Dave Enderby (24) and eventual winner Bill McGovern (21) are harried by Viv:
Wallace's demon Maguire Mini and Jon Mowatt’s more conventional version.

Cox's third |
championship

Despite a blowing head gasket, Pes
Cox took his 1275 Midget to oves

victory at the Harrow CC annual Boxing
Day autotest at Brunel Universitys
Uxbridge, a victory which gave him the
club championship for the third time.

Nineteen cars turned out for the
test event in which the best of two runs
seven tests plus one run at the last &=
counted. The last exercise prowes
decisive for two drivers lost &
opportunity of class wins follows
mistakes. =

First of these was class I leader An
Longhurst, who had the class sewn up b
almost 30secs in his Cooper only to make
a complete hash of the excercise a=
Tony Brett came through with he
Wolseley Hornet to steal the award &
just under 1sec.

Peter Lansdale (Escort Sport) ha
lead class II for most of the day but be
also erred and class victory went to Tomy
Rees (Escort RS2000). |

Cox himself had no easy task for he
shared his car with Dennis Crome and
the pair had a great tussle before Co=
emerged victorious by just over lsec.

Overall: Peter Cox (1275 Midget), 279.0 secs.
Class winners: Tony Brett (998 Wolseley Horneti
3224 secs; Tony Rees  (Escort RS2000%
327.6secs; Dennis Crome (1275 Midgsth
280.2secs. Novice: Noel Conaty (Dolomite Sprnth
342.5secs. J

@® The annual Hagley & District CC
awards have now been decided for 19782
Rich Yapp taking the presigious Kea
Wharton Memorial Trophy, &
premiere club prize. Alan Cox has wom
the Dick Richards Trophy with h.:si
Harrision while Tony Lusted has earned
the accolade of the Martyn Smith
‘Trophy for the best novice driver.}
Maggie Blankstone is the winner of the
Wal Handley Ladies’ series. l
|

BRANDS HATCH |

——

The first four-wheeled event of the 1979
Brands Hatch season takes place o=
Saturday, this being a non-champioa-
ship rallycross starting at midday. &
representative entry has been received
including the Escorts of Nick Oatway
(Team Technical Mouldings), Colis
Page (Blue Line) and Bill Riddle while
Trevor Reeves and Richard Paintos
head the Mini contingent. The meeting
forms an excellent warm-up for the
opening Castrol BTRDA championshia

round on January 28.

International events

Venue
Pukekohe, New Zealand

Date
Jan 7

—B__- .t. l' t

Date Venue
Jan s/ Brands Hatch, nr Fawkham,
Kent

Event
Formula Pacific Championship

‘| Club
BRSCC

Event

Status
Rallycross R

Start Deiails

12.00

RAC Championship Rallycross
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Rutosport classified

You mmay telephone your advertisement
anytime, by dialing 01-439 6016. An
answering service 1s in operation evenings and
weekends. Telephoned advertisements will be
invoiced on publication at 21 pence per word,
minimum charge £5.25 for 25 words.
Advertisements received by 5 pm Monday
will appear in same weeks issue.

PRE-PAID ADS—Cheque or P.O. with order.
Minimum 15 words £1, thereafter 8p per ]

—

DUE TO THE SPECIALISED NATURE
OF THESE ADVERTISEMENTS IT IS
ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL  TO

SUBMIT TYPEWRITTEN COPY (OR .

LEGIBLE CAPITAL LETTERING)
USING ONLY ONE SIDE OF THE
PAPER.

AMERICAN CARS

1965/6 SHELBY. 350GT Mustang wanted in any
condition, road or competition prepared, complete
or rolling chassis. Also wanted immaculate 1970
Boss 302 Mustang. Tel: Stourbridge 72786. (1

TRANSAM PONTIAC, July 1978, metallic silver, low
mileage, 1 owner, ‘T’ reg, Ihd, many extras, £6,950.
Tel: 01-2288976. ° (g

ASTON MARTIN

ROBIN HAMILTON, THE EN SIAS
TIC DISTRIBUTOR, and Specialist in all
aspects for Aston Martin and Lagonda.
NEW CARS available with exceptional
back up facilities. The quickest SPARES
service from the largest stock of any agent.
Full SERVICING and REBUILDING facili-
ties. from Le Mans preparation to an oil
.change. RHD to LHD, automatic to man-
ual. etc. Selection of USED CARS always
available.
Fauld, Tutbury, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs.

|- Tel: 0283 813939

word. WE REGKr1 nu ALTERATIONS,
CANCELLATIONS OR REFUNDS
POSSIBLE. ;

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY—£2.00 per single |
column centimetre. _ .
g\Min'imum space Sems £10.00)
dvertisements receivea too late for a
particular issue will automtically be inserted
.In the following issue unless accompanied by
'instructions to_the contrary.

ASTUN MARTIN SPARES .
ASTON MARTIN SPARES FROM 1960 ONWARDS.
C.0.D. service. Andy Chapman who has 17 years'
experience on- Aston Martins will be pleased to helr
you with servicing, repairs and spares for your car
Chapman Spooner Ltd. Unit 7, Middlemore Lane,
Aldridge, Walsall, WS9 8SP West Midlands. Tel:
‘Aldridge 51896/57575. (T/C

DATSUN
1978 DATSUN 260Z 2+2, 3,000 miles, ex demon-
‘stration car, £5,995, hp, p/exchange or leasing avail-
able. Tel: 01-552 3133. @
DATSUN 2602, 1978, 7,000 miles only, offers over
£5,000. Tel: Andy Harben, Sheffield 365694 or
work, 343277. 1

DE TOMASO

FOR ALL REQUIREMENTS. Servicing, spares
modifications, damage, tuning and sales. Aubrey
Mears, The Jet Garage, Essex. Tel: Maldon 740560,

e

FERRARI

' 11972 FERRARI DINO 246GT. Superb condition,

‘bodily and mechanically. Offers over £6,600. Tel:
Belbroughton 730003. 1

FERRARI SPARES

MARANELLO CONCESSIONAIRES LTD. Sole
importers and concessionaires.for the UK and Eire
for Ferrari cars and spare parts. Full service
facilities, factory trainédd personnel. Thorpe
Industrial Estate, Crabtree Road, 10 Acre Lane,
Thorpe, Surrey. Tel: Egham 6222. (TC

FERRARI SPECIALISTS, comprehensive world wide
distribution. Specialising in older models, service,
repairs and rebuilds on all road and racing Ferraris.
Graypaul Motors Ltd, Halstead Road, Mountsorrel,
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 7HF. Tel:
Leicester 0533 374051. (T/IC

; FIAT

ABARTH 124 Spyder, limited slip diff, roll bar,
white/black, 1974, alloy wheels, lhd, £2,500. Tel: 01-
2288976. (1

BEDFORDSHIRE

Shaw & Kilburn Ltd

546-550 Dunstable Road, Luton.

Tel: Luton (0582) 55944

Sales: Tony Stanbridge. Service: Paul Whip.
Parts: Peter Hawkins

‘CUMBRIA
° 8.M.T. Sales & Service Co Ltd
Viaduct Garage,
Viaduct Estate, Carlisle.
lel: Carlisle (0228) 2940
Sales: George Mate. Service: Gerry Braddock.
Spares: Stephen Irving

GREATER LONDON

Hamilton Motors (London) Ltd

466-490 Edgware Road, London W2
Tel: 01:723 0022 ;

Sales: Ted Martin. Service: Ken Hodgson.
Parts: Arthur Dove

GREATER MANCHESTER

Martins Wellington Ltd

Park Road, Oldham.

Tel: 061-633 1334 X
Sales: Owen Procter. Service: Bill Gunner.
Spares: Harold Allen

HAMPSHIRE

Perrins Motors Ltd

1 Threefield Avenue, Southampton.
Tel: 0703 26492

Contact: Brian Kingsnorth

Baker West

1 Lower Famham Road, Alaershot.

Tel: Aldershot (0252) 24401

Sales: John Mosley. Parts: Gerry Major

FOR DTV SPORTS PARTS, ACCESSORIES AND ADVICE

PHONE OR VISIT YOUR NEAREST VAUXHALL DEALER
BELOW. HE WILL BE ONLY TOO PLEASED TO ASSIST.

SOUTH YORKSHIRE

Kirkby Central Ltd

128 Wellgate, Rotherham.

Tel: 070y /5571

Sales: A. Slater. Service: R. Plant.
Parts: Mick Turner

SUFFOLK

E. S. Stock (Motors) Ltd

Main Road, Copdock, Ipswich.
Tel: Copdock (047-386) 666
Sales: Mike Fitch. service: Ron Mascar.
Parts: Brian Rnon

WEST MIDLANDS

Ryland Vehicle Group Ltd

Ryland Stre :t, Birmingham.

Tel: 021-445 7171

DTV parts specialist: Byron Humphries

WALES

Nash of Cardiff

Sloper Road, Cardiff, Glamorgan.

‘_re:: Caédift (0222) 387221

vales: Howard Brinn. Service: Ron Galliver.
Parts; Stan Barker

SCOTLAND

S.M.T. Sales & Service Co Ltd

Dunkeld Road, Perth, Tayside.

Tel: 0738 26241

Contact: Walter Gray, Gavin Lowden or lar
Dewar

James J. Nicholson Ltd

159 Almada Street, Hamilton, Lanarkshire.
Tel: Hamilton (06984) 21371

Sales: Allan Amell

Service and parts: William Marr

AUTOSPORT reserves the right to refuse
or withdraw advertisements at their
discretion & does not accept liability
for printer’s or clerical errors, although
every care is taken to avoid mistakes.

BOX NUMBERS (UK)—£2 extra.
(Overseas) £3 extra. Replies by airmail.

ANY PHOTOGRAPH to be included in an
advertisement must be BLACK & WHITE
PRINT.

Trade Descriptions Act 1968.
Advertisers should pay close attention
to the requirements of this act,

Rgplie‘s should be addressed to: Autosport particularly regarding accurate
Adv!

tg, 76 Dean St, London, W1.

SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS

FORD
RS2000 MK Il custom, Dec 77, black vinyl roof, hir
rack, 4 cage, 205 Dunlops, radio, private road use,
£3,700. Tel: 021-449 4141, office hours. (¢}

RS2000 March 1978, black, extras include sunroof,
tinted glass, rear fogs, remote control mirror,
undersealed. Envirogarde. Very low mileage.
Second car, unmarked. £3,995.Tel: Byfleet 46105. (2

ESCORT MK2 (white)

1300 crossflow, lightened, balanced
tuftrided, B/V head, Duplex, Gen A2, big
wing sump, big bore exhaust on twin 40
DCOE and/or 40 DFA, 75bhp at wheels,
'Rs spoiler and never bent. Neg camber,
' full Schrieder suspension, 190Ib4" springs
— 1" on front legs special single leap
springs. Panhard rod, sport box, Mk2 LSD
3.9:1 6" Allycats, Goodyear 195/60 x 13"
Rally Specials. Aley race rear cage with
detachable diagonal. Has had many class
wins, sprinting this year with class records
" and NSCC Championship. £2,075 ono.

ALFASUD Ti
| Preg. Metgreen_._ £1 ,O_OO. B
Tel: Rugeley (08894) 4903; (08894) 78535

LOTUS

LOTUS SEVEN series four. Unique Lotus, yellow,
stage two, 100 BHP plus, Ford alloy wheels, Motolita
wheel. 175 x 70 tyres, roll bar, heater, Lucas
distributor, sports coil, weather equipment. Very
tidy, fastidiously maintained. Engine done 10,000.
1971 Sept. built. £2,400. Tel: 01-874 5707
evenings. : (1

NEW — IMMEDIATE
DELIVERY
Esprit S2, Special Edition
Elite 503. Silver, black trim.
Esprit. Yellow, black trim.
DEMO CARS

Eclat 521 (T reg) under
1,000 miles.

Leasing facilities available

Victoria Rd, Chester. Tel: 22622

FOR SALE

LOTUS EUROPA

TWIN CAM — BIG VALVE
Reg. No. OUY 2L

Finished in metallic silver with oat-
meal interior/black carpets. The
engine was rebuilt 3,000 miles ago,
to a specification giving approxi-
mately 160bhp. It comes complete
with Wolfrace wheels; tinted screen,
built in front spoiler, 8-track cartridge
player, oil cooler, new Spax shock
absorbers. Price £2,750 with
guarantee.

Contact Trevor Rowe
Hednesford (05438) 5449

1

53183, 01-607 4701, evenings 01-637 0953.

descriptions of all goods offered for sale.

LOTUS

Etreet

CHELSEA

USED CARS
1976 ECLAT 520, the quick one!
White/oatmeal trim, 6 alloy wheels,
radio/tape, 2 owners from new£6,750

1976 ELITE 501, Monaco red/oat-
meal trim, blue spot radio, electric
aerial, 1 owner, major service just
carried out £6,550

1977 ECLAT SPRINT, white/black
velour, radio/tape, undergoing major
service now £7,950

1974 ELAN +2 130, white/oatmeal
trim, 5-speed gearbox, heated rear
window, radio, tinted glass, low mile-

age, service history .. ...... £3,495
01-3704114
67/69 DRAYTON GDNS.
CHELSEA SW1090Z
LOTUS SPARES

HARDY SPICER driveshaft conversion kits for Elan,
2+2. Eliminates surge, judder and replacement
costs. Easily fitted then forget them. We also stock
all Twin Cam engine parts and competition parts.
Performance Unlimited, 290. Westborough Road,
Westcliff, Essex. Tel: Southend 070240954.  (T/C
TOP QUALITY BODY panels for Lotus cars, Elans
2+2s, Europa, Elite, many panels in stock. Tel:
Bledlow Ridge 261 (Bucks), or Dudley 231255. (T/C

MASERATI SPARES

MASERATI SPARES, parts, sales, service. For 6
cylinder models of 1500, 2000, 3500 & 4000 capa-
city. Richard Crump, Grooms Barn, Bulls Cross
Ride, Waltham Cross, Herts. Tel: Waltham Cross
22121. Tic

MG SPARES

WWGC, MGB spares and repairs. Exchange full or short
engine, supplied and fitted. MGA, MGB, MGC gear-
boxes supplied and fitted. Overdrive gearboxes ex-
changed for standard same, fitted 24 hours. Exchange
overdrive units for MGB, MGC spares, main shaft, lay-
shaft, lay-gears, bearings, gears, casing, blocks, con-
rods, cranks, etc. We undertake any work on MGs, no
membership, no gimmicks, if you want the job done
ring us. Postal service. Red-Star overseas work still
undertaken. Your problems solved. Toni MGB Spares,
new address, 164 Liverpool Road, N1. Tel: 01-607
(TC

MORGAN'

MORGAN DISTRIBUTORS. Malvern Sports Cars of
Malvern, the home of Morgan. 2A Howsell Road
Malvern, Worcs. Tel Malvern (06845)63767.  (TIC

PORSCHE

911E LUX. Reg 21 JUG 1971, 72 model 2.4. Orange,
front and rear spoilers, electric sunroof, windows,
tinted glass, Porsche alloy wheels, new XWX’
engine and gearbox rebuilt this year, “S” cams,
radio stereo. This car is well above average with the
advantage of above reg £4.250 ono. Tel: Rawdon
500463 'Weas? Yorss 1




RELIANT SCIMITAR SPARES

SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS

ROBIN REW SHARPENS SCIMITARS. Turbo-
charging, tuning, overhauls to engiries, gearboxes,
overdrives, rear axles. Heavy-duty Stainless exhaust
systems and tubular manifolds, heavy-gauge fuel
tanks, uprated springs, Koni and Girling dampers.
SAE for lists, Overbeck House, Greens Norton,
Towcester NN12 8BE, or telephone (0327) 50753
working hours. (Tc

S@l

/

SPARES PROBLEM ?

Lotus SCIMITAR
Main Dealers

Greo Mo

Tel: JERRY COLLIS ON (06286) 5353 or 64044
Open Monday-Friday
8.30am-6.00pm
Saturday 8.30am-1.00pm.

COD SERVICE

STATION GARAGE, STATION ROAD, TAPLOW,
MAIDENHEAD, BERKSHIRE

EMBLEM
SPORTS CARS

offer
FERRARI BB512. 12,500 miles
from new, sports exhaust,

upbraided carburettor, black with
beige leather interior. A very
specialican. i tur f sl £30,000

FERRARI 308 GT4, 1974. Very
clean condition . . ... ... £8,950

FERRARI 246 GT. Silver grey,
blue interior. Recommended . . .
£6,950

BMW, 1975, 3.0 CSI in white.
Supplied by us from new, one
QWREIERETRES J2 S0 plo S £6,950

JAGUAR XJ12. Outstanding
example. Local car

BLANDFORD, DORSET
Tel: 0258 52358

1975 Mercedes-Benz 350 SE. Icon gold, elec-
tric roof, centrallocking. . . ........... £9,995

1975 BMW 525. Auto, PAS, Inca orange, mint
SOIVICONISTORYINE. s v Bl bl et £4,650
1974 (N) BMW 520i. Red, sunroof, well main-
tained £2,625
1976 P Ford 3-litre Capri ‘S’. Auto, 22,000
miles, every extra and sun roof £2,995
1976 (R) Range Rover. 22,000 miles, é)pgog
7,65/

BackiPASDIte St et

< % a Tel: Eye 777 (STD 037987)
«? | Sutrolk, offer :

1976 (R) Jaguar XJ6 4.2, signal red; black vinyl

roof, e windows, 24,000 miles. . .. .. .. £6,475
1976 (R) Triumph TR7. 21,000 miles, BRG. . . .
£2,495

1975 VW Scirocco TS. Metallic green, sunroof,
radio/stareo -5 v e s S £2,850

1976 (R) Alfasud Ti, white, 5 speed box,
22,000 miles ar. It L S £1,995

1973 Audi 100LS. Red, velour trim . . . . . £1,295

OPTIONAL TWO YEAR GUARANTEE AND LEASING FACILITIES AVAILABLE.
Tel: EYE 777 (037987)

Give your St
nev)\’f Ha 'ag

Hart Racing Services know their way toa
Stag’s heart—everything from a quick pick- e
me-uptoa full ovcrhau%, infact. g

The equipment we &2,
employ and the experience
we've gained makes us LIE,‘ .
people tosee togiveyour =
Stag more tractable per-
formance and more driving
pleasure. R

We can put more power under your bonnet, rejuvenate your power steering.
and give you easier starting.

Our normal stock includes full or short reconditioned engines, cylinder .
heads, gearboxes, differentials, driveshafts, distributors and power steering racks—
in short, everything a Stag could want. |

!
|
|

What's more, our special “HRS” parts include blank main bearing caps to
smooth up your big ends, and coming shortly are special gaskets to resurrect
overskimmed cylinder heads. .

And, if you're in a real hurry, our special 24-hour engine transplant service
is ready and waiting for your booking!

We can also take your Stag parts off your hands, or sell you some at really

attractive prices from our huge used parts stock.
So, if your Stag needs new heart,
come to Hart!

HRS Garages (London) Ltd.
BRITAIN'S ONLY STAG SPECIALISTS

73-77 Brittania Road, Fulham SW6
Tel:01-7313287-9

A
” BEAHELAST

METALCLEANING CENTRE

1975 (N) Mercedes Benz 450 SE. This delightful S
class is finished most tastefully in antique gold with
complementing interior trim. Electric sunroof, tinted
electric windows, radio cassette etc. We're presenting
the finest in aristocratic motoring . . .. ....... £11,750

PAUL HAYWOOD AUTOMOBILES

offer

1978 (T) Panther Lima Sports Tourer. Brand new,
delivery mileage only, red with black panels,
chrome wire wheels, front air-dam, leather trim etc.
An exotic freedom car possessing a splendid per-
formance and civilised comfort. A huge discount at
..................................... £6,000

1977 (S) Porsche 9118 Lux Targa. Honey brown, tan trim, check cloth inserts. Fitted virtually every extra. The

epitome in engineering excellence. Superb unabused condition

.............................. £14,995

1977 (S) Datsun 260Z 2+2 Coupé. Silver metallic, black vinyl roof and interior trim. This fabulous car

has virtually every conceivable extra. Again a good saving at only

.......................... £5,495

1976 ‘‘P’’ Opel Commodore 2.8 G.S.E. automatic Coupé in gold metallic with walnut vinyl roof and sumptuous
biscuit velour interior trim. The specification on this car is far to comprehensive to list here, but one would be
hard put to in finding a better equipped and beautifully presented example. History . . . . ............. £4,995

1976 ‘“‘P’’ Daimler Sovereign 4.2. LWB auto saloon. A locally owned car, maintained meticulously by the main
agent and supplied with full service history. Finished in regency red with black velour trim, a thoroughly nice
ESEMEy L S e See s s e i e T OB R S e i S e e P ) O £6,995

1971 ‘“J”’ Series Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow in most distinguished midnight blue with complementing
black Everflex roof and grey Connelly trim. This car possesses a fully documented service history.
iheti@doubtiatvery . very finesmotorcar, & o, Lt h e e TR T Ol e £12,750

17/23 MAIN STREET, BULWELL, NOTTINGHAM. Tel: NOTTINGHAM 271443 or LOWDHAM 2651
(NOTTS)




'@ OUEENSBERRY ROAD GARAGE TV/2

KETTERING, NORTHANTS. Tel: KETTERING (0536) 3351

New and selected used cars may be leased — why not ring us for details?

College Green | CITROEN

Bristol 1 | % roy ervice

NEW CARS )
TVR CONVERTIBLE, white, cloth available, immed- 1963 UNIQUE JENSEN CV8 SEDANCA. Indigo biue, Tel: 0272 20031 ooo oo tation
iate delivery. red leather trim. SERIOUS OFFERS INVITED. e | X
SCIMITAR GTE. O/d, Trafalgar blue. BENTLEY T SERIES. Sable over sand, beige hide| | | CKISTS D THE UK Offer from their used stoc
1976 @) 320, MalusaED rceAR; oL SEa sy ‘trim. Full history, air condition, e/seats. . . . . 2.10 4‘50 - LARGEST STOCKISTS OF LOTUS IN THE UK 1978 Citroén CX GTI electric sunroof
im, [ s & »
oo, 22,000 .. 739 grey y £5,150 1977 CAPR] GHIA. Manual, white/black . . . .723.750_ Why are 90% of our new Lotus cars leasad? radio/cassette met. blue. . . . £5995
1960 Aston Martin DB4 Sport. In BRG, natural hide 1977 (S) ALFASUD M, dark blue, tan cloth trim, | . To leam ‘about tax advantages and other 1977 Citroén CX 2400 Palas_s. c
£3,995 radio ... £2,350 henefits contact Alistair Fraser — GT Sales matic, tint, radio, vinyl roof, beige. .
Jensen spares & servlce, all types of bodyworll,r Isngum 3:33 sae”r?/{c: ;Igr:gl::s undertaken. TVR, Scimitar & Managar. £4695
~ il S B bl L in . Selected used cars can also be leased. 1976 Citroén CX 2400 Palass. C-
matic, gold, radio/cassette . . £3995
ELITE & ECLAT, choice of colours & models. P
ESPRIT, choice of colours. 1978 T Citroén GS Club estate.
: ECLAT, ELITE & ESPRIT: demonstration cars Yellow, ex-demo car. Low mileage.
PETE R s M IT H available, distance no object. £3200
: 1978 T Citroén G Special Saloon.
1978' ECLAT 521, bronze. Ex-demo car.
./ » e 1975 Daimler Sovereign. Biue. Red, low mileage . .. ... ... £2595
% i§ 1977 Lancla Monte Carlo. Green. 1977 Citroén GS Club Estate. Blue, 1
= o 1977 Lancla 1600 HPE. Black, s/roof. owner, low mileage . .. . . .. £2495
o Gffer 1977 ‘|rVR Talmar. Red. A very low mileage 1977 Cifroén GS Club Estate. White
§ AN W VS 0T example. 2 ’
1977 Mercedes 280S Class. Saloon 16,000 miles, maple, manual with power steering : T OWRBE, . o s e & G £2395
£ 12,000 " Allabove cars may be leased. 1978 T Citroén 2 CV. Blue, ex-demo.
1975 Morgan Plus 8. Ivory with black interior, 12,000 mileS ™. .. ...... RS £5,850 £1725
1976 BMW 320i. Black, tints, alloy wheels, superb looking. . . .............. £4,500 - - TPRSES I
1975 (P) Reliant Scimitar GTE. Automatic, yellow, 22,000 miles, one owner . . £3,995 | We urgently require quality QOther Cars
1977 Volkswagen Scirroco GLS. Auto, Met. bronze, tints, 9,000 miles ... ... £3,995 used vehicles. Special end of year offer on aII used
1976 MGB GT. White, overdrive, sunroof, radio, 22,000 milesonly.......... £3,035 _ cars! ;
1976 Ford Capri 2 litre S. Auto, Sahara beige, contrasting vinyl roof and interior. 1 £100,000 available for purchase A black and white portable T.V. provided
oW e OV AT 11886 O e e S .. £2,825 : li d perform- you bring this advert! (offer en‘ds 10.1.79)
1977 Ford Escort Sport 1300, Red, 11,000 miles ... ... ................. £2,525 of high quality used perform HIGH STREET . FOOTS CRAY
1972 (L) Lotus Elan + 2S 130. Roman purple, blackinterior .. ........... ... £2,495 ance cars. KE-NT
1975 Lancia Fulvia+ 2 1.3 S. 16,000 miles only, radio, headrests. . . ....... £2,450
1977 Triumph Spitfire 1500. Blue overdrive, tint, radio .. ... ........ 2 £2,425 Tel: 01-300 1161/7951
1974 BMW 2002. White, blue interior, 22.000 miles .............. A e £2,285 .
1974 Range Rover. Bahama gold, brown side panels.  Outstanding \
1972 MG Midget, wire wheels, tonneaucover,gold ...................... . £895 ; 3 ; g

Tel: Burton-on-Trent (0283) 813593 or 812984 :
i Unbeatable deals on RS 2000
ngllrl st Lesi Ine. S e v g

F ROL S b A
'MULLINER PARK WARD CONVERTIBLE IBMW 3.0 CS Auto. 1974, Siver met., beige ‘tailor made leasing plans offered. Here are some of our demonstration
.int., hirests, E/roof and windows, radio,
1968 (1967 chassis), white, fﬂdge '29,000 miles. Fullhistary . . . ... ... . £6,750 cars:

| warranted 39,000 miles ... ........P. P.O.A. — :
SILVER SHADOW, 1967, Seychelles g,'gy\,g,i?,, Mibheb ol b'z“seo | 1978 RS 2000 — Signal Yellow/Black, tinted glass.

b 3 £6 § ;
Ius@»czl‘lrgreyk._ fgd‘;g._h%&“» = -J€,9§,50, BMW 3. OCSL (Nov 1973) Inca, radio/stereo, 1978 RS 2000 — Signal Amber/Black, tinted glass.
udor over extras, 46,000miles . ............ £4,900, —
, shell_grey £3,500 rebuild, superb . . . £6,350 ERCEDES 350 SL (L'req) Ato, siiver green,. 1977 CAPRI 20008 Black/Black, sun roof.
+FERRARI ; rear seats, elec. tinted windows, h.r.w., " IMMEDIATE DELIV DELS.
!308 GTB, 1977. Red, air cond., leather, wide 48,000 miles, 2owners .. ......... 28,450_ 5 . SH .ON LS MO b5
;’gﬁ;ﬁl 2 owners. Fullhistory. . . . . . £12,750 MERCEDES 280 SL 1969, gold, brown, roof Call Nick Nibbs today for a test drive and a deal you'll find hard to beat.
4, 1976. Rosso Chairi, cloth mm a:r .and trim, 2 owners. History, 78,000 miles. All
cond., 19,000miles. . ........... £10,9 ‘billsavailable. . .. ...... ... £6,750 ‘ St°’,“l°,m Avebury Avenue, T°"b”dge Tel: Tonbridge 356301.
DINO 246 “GT Spyder, 1974, black/blac—Rv FORD MUSTANG MACH |, 351 Ram-air,
‘Campagnola wheels, flared arches, radio white/oatmeal, rear seats, s/roof, Wolfrace: -
cassette, fullhistory ............. £10,450 wheels, radio/stereo .. ... ..... ... £2,950: L Ormon
)gg!dusms 1974 (iw, yelow . . . . £8,950 E TYPE ROADSTER 4.2, 1968 (G), Carmen 5 - b Wells. S ol Y
red chrome wire wheels, superb. . . . . £4,250 ! Iso at Tunbridge Wells, Sevenoaks, Woolwich,
CARRERA SPORT 3 TARGA SPORTO XJS 1977, Auto, GM box, red, biscuit trim, air - ;
MATIC. White, 11,000 miles, radio cassette cond., tints, 19,000 miles. 1 owner . £11,950 Eltham, Crowborough and Hildenborough.
Hrulymint. .o ce el £15,45L 'LAMBORGHINI ESPADA, 1975, met. _b—lue -
911 TARGA, 1974, silver, 32,000 miles, blue leather, air cond., 35,000 miles. Full
'hlstory,WZJ htre; ................ 28,450 ISTORYE S0t B el o oSt £11,950
9118 COUPE 2.7 litre, 1974 LHD, Siver rraommm MUIRA S, red, (K reg)
.met., E/roof, radiophone. History .. . . £7,450 R.H.D., air cond., 28,000 m|Ies 2 owners.
CARRERA 3 litre 3.0 Sport Targa, 1976 ice Owned by Rod Stewart, Pristine . . £15,500°
green, tartan inserts, air cond., speedhold 1 LANCIA BETA SPYDER S2 (P reg) Rosso

JOWNBI. £13,250 (Capanelle, 21,000 miles .......... 4,250 ¢
; 136/142 Finchley Rd, NW3 01-794 0039/30

tim S zoe

10782) 48361 STOKE-ON-TRENT/ (0782) 47523

1977 (S) LANCIA BETA Coupe 2000, Silver blue, gold velour

FERRARI ——/l /

e W — 34 o

NEW CARS for immediate delivery ‘tnm radio, 1 owner, 17,000 miles . .......... £3,895
LOTUS ECLAT 521. Gold, black leather trim. 1976 LOTUS ECLAT. Yellow, tan trim, radio cassette, alloys, 2
LOTUS ECEAT521. Lagoon blue, champagne leather. owners, 26,000 miles. . . ............. ... £6,095

LOTUS ESPRIT S2. Biack, champa?nﬂ@ather trim. 1976 LANCIA BETA COUPE 1600, Met. silver blue, red vélour ;

m%ﬂg‘o& 'Edlﬂ mett b"'/e 'a'f' ‘t""‘t.m trim, 2 owners, 20,000 miles. . ............. £2,895 This wop luxury Mobile Home/Enter inment uini 1s olieteu witn ity
- o 0f, tan tnm. . . X &« & %

:;"é"e 2 . ;?ezg(eﬁ,"}gganﬁﬂx’;ﬁgig‘”z“"'mfe;"??‘{ UG, e 5-litre V8 automatic transmission detachable R.H. drive towing
HysiEw? %ﬂm’, Silvr, black tim, overdrive, 16,0007,1978 (une) PANTHER LINA. Red/black, chrome wheels, vehicle. Complete with generator, this superb trailer has a master

£5,695 lonneau, front spoiler, tint, distributor owned, low i double bedroom, shower and toilet compartment, hot and cold

water, full size gas cooker and refrigerator, fully fitted galley with

miles, T OWNBLE gx o MEERS o v, i, ok
£3,

537(?05)Mrr)lll':ag".'2sosl?12?sp.“ Spemal .yejlllo.w‘ champagr;:eztgrsns 1978 SCIMITAR GTE. 0/0, russet red, tan cloth trim, 8,000

1976 TVR 3000M1, Mexico brown, tan trim, tan vinyl & sun- “miles, 1 owner, radio . ... £6,495 working surfa

T sl el e £4,295 1975 TAY, Red, loth trim, 22,000 mils. . .. 6% orking ces, fitted wardrobes, stereo cassette radio, full air
11974 DATSUN 240Z, 1 owner, met. blue. .. .. ... £2,395° Tn‘mﬁum TR7, white, cloth trim, 18,000 mu;e; 9; conditioning and to deter any unwanted guests a burglar system is
§ y q s L N R R A et IS T R s o : . ¥ 5
tlﬂsnmrsgo%oc“mmm. 33,000 miles, yello&cg%t; “ﬂ"t muv:ru i, °/?'3'80w"|"° i mmshas'g/s also |gcluded. The unit can be free standing and has a full size

I B ol soft tops, radio, 1 owner miles. ... .. ) verandaisunfawning =« = o 3 i S N
},’” (SR T1 e a2 b, sl o, , Bk 1074 TRUMPH SPITFIRE MK 4, Magenta, Back irm, VIO £12,500
eI 20e CUDMEN RS oy i 179535000 recorded miles . . . .. ... ioeevnie £1,395 ALAN BROWN RACIN
CAMPBELL ROAD, STOKE-ON-TRENT ST4 4DU L W GLTD
15 MlLES OFF M6 EXIT 15. OPEN 7 DAYS 26 H'GH STREET

BRAMLEY, GUILDFORD, SURREY

LOTUS, TVR SPARES COMPREHENSIVE RANGE COD SERVICE. OPEN g ‘
SATURDAYS AM. ALL PERFORMANCE CAR WORK. WORKS TRANED gy .
‘ Telephone BRAMLEY (048647) 8159

STAFF, BODYWORK FACILITIES, AND MoT TESTERS. PHONE 0782 45691. y




OF CHRISTCHURCH
offer for sale the following cars:-

Ford Capri RS 3100, a superb virtually one
owner car fitted with all the usual AVO
modifications. A very quick car. £2,850.

Lotus Seven Series IV, an exceptional
example in bright red, 1600cc crossflow
engine, aluminium wheels, full weather
equipment, radio. £2,650.

Daimler SP250, many new parts including
wide wire wheels and tyres, hard and soft
tops, finished in white. £2,650.

Alfa Romeo 1300 GT, a 1971 car in out-
standing condition. £1,295.

AMC Matador Barcelona 2 door coupe.
Finished in white, registered 11 month
1976, 18,000 miles, 3.6 cubic in V8
engine, cruise control. £3,995.

Bentley S1, 1957, a truly prestigious car
for the realistic price of £4,450, including
registration, 1 YBH.

1972 Triumph GT6, finished in red,
50,000 miles. A very sought after sports
car. £1,195.

Chevelle Malibu, 1973 model on “T"
plates. Straight 6 engine. Manual gearbox.
Excellent condition throughout. The car is
in white with blue trim. This economical
example is offered at £1,695.

GERRY MARSHALL

OFFERS -

1976 JAGUAR XJ4.2 Coupe, Auto, white,
black vinyl roof, black trim, radio/stereo.
27,000 miles, 2 owners. .. ...... £6,950
1978 CHEVETTE HS 2300, Gerry’s own
road car now available, fully modified, very
low mileage. Phone for full spec.
1978 ESCORT RS 2000, white, black trim,
radio/ S terE e e e £3,500
1975 ALFA SPYDER, yellow, black trim,
36.000/milesypas i S v e £3,300
1975 DATSUN 260Z, metallic blue, alloy
wheels, 38,000 miles. Bargain at. . £2,500
This Season’s . . Group 1} Capri Full Mk3
specification. Absolutely ready to go with
just rebuilt Neil Brown modified engine . . .
£7,500
1975 VAUXHALL FIRENZA Droop Snoot.
In metallic silver, grey cloth trim, 14,000
miles from new, full service history . £2,350
1975 OPEL COMMODORE GSE Coupé.
Maroon with matching velour interior, vinyl
and sunroof, radio, auto & p.a.s. Excellent
CONAI oD s e e £2,950
1974 DATSUN 240Z. Metallic green, black
trim. Alloy wheels, radio, 54,000 miles,
fitted with Weber carburettor conversion. .
£2,600
1977 ROVER 3500 SDI, auto, dark brown,
tan trim, 1 owner, 17,000 miles. . . £5,450
1975 RELIANT GTE Auto. Beaujolais red,
tan trim, tinted glass, radio, 1 owner,
38,000 miles, full service history . . £3,350
1973 (M) DATSUN 240Z. Metallic blue
over metallic silver, black trim. Wolfrace

wheels, 50,000 miles. Outstanding
throUaN O i et ey £2,350
1974 DATSUN 260Z, blue metallic, black
trim, alloy wheels, radio .. ....... £2,600
‘1977 TR7. Latest spec, white with

attractive dark brown roof and stripes,
tartan interior, radio, 1 owner, 13,000

Part exchanges welcome; we buy milesBtais s ettt THE Nt £2,950
gayintereaiing ca. 1977 CHEVETTE HS 2300, 1
CLASSIC CARS 1h4,00'? miles, road use only. é;gw%eer%
OF CHRISTCHURCH aE S i Hge i i
112-116 Stour Road, Christchurch, Marshall Wingfield Ltd
Dorset. [ inch “ondor
Telephone (02015) 77388 .ﬁ%siﬁlnchlegzg%%:}.s%ngg&

Your nearest
RALLYE SPORT

dealer is

listed below. Phone or visit him for all ycur
Ford or Rallye Sport requirements. He will
be only too pleased to assist.

AVON

V.M.W. Motors Ltd,

253 Badminton Road,
Coalpit Heath, Bristol.

Tel: 0454 778271 (5 lines).
Sales — KEITH DANDO
Parts — MALCOLM POPE

BERKSHIRE

Gowrings of Reading Ltd,

160 Basingstoke Road,
Reading.

Tel: 0734 85333.

Sales — TREVOR BOWERMAN

YBUCKINGHAMSHIRE
Norman Reeves Motors Ltd,
Windsor Road, Slough.

Tel: Slough 33321.
Contact sales specialist
— TOM PINK

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Gilbert Rice Ltd, 147 Hills Road,
Cambridge. Tel: (0223) 48151.
Contact Mr Paul Harrison

CLWYD

Gordon Ford,

Conway Road, West Ends,
Colwyn Bay.

Tel: 0492 2201 (7 lines).
Ask for BILL EDWARDS
Sales Manager

CUMBRIA
County Garage Co Ltd,
Hardwick Circus, Lowther Street,

GOLDBLATT & WEBB LTD., 7@

‘ ST DAVID'S HOUSE, WOOD STREET, CARDIFF.  Tel: (0222) 493530

1977 BRISTOL 412 Convertible, metallic
maroon, black leather trim, 1 owner.
1977 LOTUS ESPRIT, yellow. Oatmeal
trim, radio cassette, low mileage.

1976 Lotus Elite 504, Carnival red.
Auto, p.a.s. Air conditioning

1978 (OCT) MORGAN 1600, red, 300
miles only.

1978 (Feb) FERRARI 308 GT4. Red,
10,000 miles from new, 1 owner. An
immaculate specimen.

1977 (R) FERRARI 308 GTB, metallic
blue, leather trim, air conditioning, very
low mileage.

1977 MERCEDES BENZ 450SL, white,

soft/hard top, 1 owner

For Maserati and De Tomaso we are
Main Distributors, Wales.

Buya
Portman part
We’re England’s biggest

Lancia parts stockists

/3 A

212 ACTON LANE NW10 TEL: 01-961 3317
Telox: 881 4036G

PORTMAN
GARAGES

|

WANTED

1976 FERRARI
308 GT4

Must be Chiarro Rosso and in
excellent condition with service
history for private purchase.
Tel: St Albans 30655
(evenings)

ANDY
SUTCLIFFE
CARS

1973 Mercedes 450 SLC Met.

green re-fridge, electric
roof/windows, velour trim.
Low mileage . . ... £10,500

1976:Carrera 3 Sporto. Yellow.
L.H.D. Beautiful car£10,250

1973 Model 911E. Blue, electric

roof/windows. Low mileage
£5,250
1972 911T Yellow. Rear spoiler

£4,250|

1971 911S Targa L.H.D. Black.
Engine, just rebuilt. . £3,250

Tel: 01-491 2848
(business hours)
18 Bruton Place, Berkeley,
London W.1.

Carlisle. Tel: 0228 24234.
Ask for PAUL GILLIGAN

DERBYSHIRE

T. C. Harrison Ltd,
Normanton Road,

Derby.

Tel: 0332 40271

Sales — RON WARREN
Service — PETER SHENTON
Parts — MICK TAYLOR

EAST SUSSEX

Endeavour Motor Co,

90-96 Preston Road, Brighton.
Tel: 0273 506331.

Sales — JACK COLLISON
Parts — PETER BLACK

£ESSEX

Tricentrol Cars (Chelmsford) Ltd,
39 Robjohns Road,

Widford Estate,

Chelmsford. Tel: 0245 64111.
Sales — GEOFF LELAND

Parts — ROGER DOUBLE
Service — PHIL PEACOCK

Dos Motors,

Colchester Road,

Witham. .

Tel: Witham (0376) 513496.
Contact — DICK GARWOOD

GWENT

Gibbs Brothers (Tredegar) Ltd,
Sirhowy Bridge, Tredegar.
Tel: 04925 2252/3/4 (3 lines).
Ask for MR TERRY SHORE

HERTFORDSHIRE

Godfrey Davis (Welwyn) Ltd,
Welwyn By-Pass, Welwyn.
Tel: Welwyn 4481 or 5185.
Sales — VICK MAGUIRE
Parts — BRYAN CAIN
Godfrey Davis (St Alrans) Ltd,
27 London Road, St Albans.
Tel: St Albans 59155.
Contact D. RANDALL — Sales
J. ANDERSON — Parts

KENT

Haynes of Maidstone,

Ashford Rd and

Parkwood, Maidstone.

Tel: 0622 56781. Telex 965051.
Sales — ROY BIGNELL

Parts — DAVE COX

Service — KEITH FOWLER
Stormont Group, Avebury Avenue,
Tonbridge. Tel: (07322) 356301.
Sales — NICK NIBBS

Parts — FRANK BLEACH

LANCASHIRE

Thomas Motors Ltd,
Whitegate Drive, Blackpool.
Tel: 0253 63333.

Sales — PETER BAMBER
Parts — CHRIS OR MIKE
H. & J. Quick Ltd,

660 Chester Road,

0Old Trafford, Manchester.
Tel: 061-872 2201.

Sales — JIM CARR
Parts — LES JONES
Service — CARL GOTT

LONDON
Gates of Woodford,

92 High Road, Woodford,
London E18.

Tel: 01-504 4466.

Sales — JOHN HIGGINS
Parts — MIKE HALLET

MERSEYSIDE

Blakes Rallye Sport Centre,
Brownlow Hill, Liverpool.
Tel: 051-709 9010.

Ask for GRAHAM HOWSON

MIDDLESEX

Norman Reeves Motors Ltd,
High Street, Uxbridge.

Tel: Uxbridge 33444.
Contact TERRY MARSDEN
—Sales Specialist

RON STAPLES

— Parts Specialist

OXFORDSHIRE
Hartford Motors (Banbury) Ltd,
Warwick Road, Banbury.

" Tel: Banbury (0295) 4311.

Get ahead—Get a Hartford
Ask for MIKE EDWARDS

or MIKE ADDISON

Hartford Motors (Oxford) Ltd,
Seacourt Tower,
Westway, Oxford. Tel:
49966.

Sales — TIM MADGE
Parts — BARRY SHARPE

(0865)

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Hodgsons of Retford,

40 London Road,

Retford. Tel: (0777) 702266
Sales — SIMON CLARK
Service — STEVE SMITH
Parts — PETER ADAMS

POWYS

W. R. Davies (Motors) Ltd,
Salop Road, Welshpool.
Tel: 0938 2391.

Contact MR. L. MORRIS

SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Service Garage (Barnsley) itd,
Dodworth Road, Bamsley.

Tel: 0226 5741.

Ask for TERRY WATKINS

or STEVE BERRY

T. C. Harrison Ltd,
53-67 London Road,
Sheffield.

Tel: 0742 29091.
Sales — ALAN SORBY
Parts — TONY SHAW

SUFFOLK

Grose (Ipswich) Ltd,
Princes Street, Jpswich.
Tel: 0473 55401.

Sales — ANDREW PYATT
Parts — SID WRIGHT

STAFFORDSHIRE

Pilot Motor Co,

Hassel Street,
Newcastle-under-Lyme,

Tel: 0782 614631.

Sales — GRAHAM DRY

Parts — TONY MATTHEWS
Member of Appleyard Group.
Reginald Tildesley Ltd, o
Wolverhampton Street, Walsall.
Tel: 0922 21212.

Sales — DAVID HILTON

Parts — ALAN WALTERS

STRATHCLYDE

Dalblair Motors Ltd,

127 Prestwick Road, Ayr.

Tel: Ayr (0292) 69123.

Sales — GORDON BAIRD
Parts — JOHNNY DAVIDSON

SURREY

Grays of Guildford,

on the by-pass, Guildford.
Tel: 0483 60601.

Sales — BILL NOBLE
Service — BOB FAULKNER
Parts — ROGER SWEDD

Currie Motors Ltd,

140 London Road,
Kingston-Upon-Thames

Tel: 01-546 7700.

Sales — REG DEDMAN
Service — TREVOR BRADBURY
Parts — IAN NUNN

TYNE and WEAR

Longs (Newcastle) Ltd,
Market Street,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
Sales — LEN SINGLETON
Tel: 0632 611471

Parts — DENNIS CAIRNS
Tel: 0632 610941

WARWICKSHIRE

Rugby Autocar Co Ltd, Ansty
Road, Wyken, Coventry.

Tel: 0203 616244.

Contact MR R. MORRIS

or MR G. WILCOX

WEST GLAMORGAN

C.E.M. Day Ltd, Lianelli Road,
Gamgoch, Gorseinon, Swansea.
Sales — DAVID WATKINS.

Tel: 0792 893041

Parts — IAN MORGAN.

Tel: 0792 892233

WORCESTERSHIRE
Kidderminster Motors,
Worcester Road, Kidderminster.
Tel: 0562 62661.

Contact

Sales — JOHN HINTON

Parts — GORDON PRITCHARD
Service — DAVID HAYES

ThisJs not a complete dealer list, all entries are paid.




SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS

ROLLING ROADS - BOIDSHA

HAVING PROBLEMS
WITH YOUR PERFORMANCE?

£8995 MERCEDES 280S 1975, but R-reg. Met :::::b?: Ogrl::e“s Exi?;necroz?:ri?hse:
silver blue check tlms alloys, Becker radio

Putting your car on a rolling
6 PAS Unblami sive guarantee.

road will give you:
ed.
£7,395 LAMEORGHINI URRACG 57 1874, Met.

TRIUMPH STAG: all spares and
exchange units (except engines) at
competitive prices. All work carried
out to make your Stag ultra reliable
without needless substitution of

= . 1978
CHEVETTE
HS 2300

Low mileage, road use only, one

1 Optimum settlng of Ignition

OWI';-?';, Im:scmaEte (;Ol'ldltlon. Timing. Siver green, black leather, air cond. Electric TRIUMPH DOLOMITE AND SPRINT:
a r A windows, radio cassette unit. Tints, alloys.
nd Part Exchange 2 Getting 100% Carburation 26,995 BMW 528 AUTO, 1976 (R). Black, velour achlﬂ:mmi'tke t:gﬁ:;tlgk::dt: -':a':: g:':r
£4 750 Mixture int., air cond., electric sunroof and windows, b = Jjoy %
) tinted glass, Mahler alloy wheels, electric mirror, Call or phone to discuss your
GLOVERS OF ELY 3 100% Better Performanceand E;ﬁ&‘g s:fgm- ggboposogi;:s&a)c?ded- ] Triumph Dolomite or Stag problem.
owner, me . %
ELY (0353) 4234 PedeCt Economy- blue russet velour, air cond., radio stereo etc. Weare the nationwide expens!
- S 25,695 JAGUAR E TYPE V12 2+2 auto, 1973.
ADAMS GARAGE LTD Midnight blue, black hide, webasto s/roof, radio s _ IAN LINES LT[?
18/20 Manchester Road, Tyldes.ley 25?9?%ATSUN 280Z 2+2 1977 (S). Met. Silver, A“\:/ml: _G arage'h Mar.ll_lI:.azs('ng)ase,
Lancashire black cloth, Auto Rev, radio cassette, alloys. 88103 UPOIIVAre-Ai0l;

Tel: Wigan (0942) 883110

Rolling Road facilities for road and
competition cars

£4,595 DATSUN 260Z 2+2, 1976. Met. blue,
blackint., alloy wheels, radio stereo, tinted glass
etc., 19,000 miles.

£4,895 BMW 3.0 CSA, 1973 (Oct), Polaris silver,
blue velour, electric s/roof and windows,. tints,
radio stereo, personal reg. no.

£4,396 BMW 320i. 1976. Sahara, tan check

POLARIS of GRAYSHOTT

'NEW TVR CONVERTIBLE Silver LIST
TVR TAIMAR Gold sun roof LIST
Comprehensive selection of Lancias in stock
1972 ASTON MARTIN DBS6 25

[F/1/A/T)

ALDON AUTOMOTIVE

Breener Industrial Estate, Station Drive

1976 BMW 528 Auto, 27,000 miles 7 cloth, tints, etc. + - S
1973 BMW 2002 CABRIOLET 30,000 miles . __(off Brettall Lane) £4,195. TVR 3000 M, 1976 (R), orange, s/roof, oots faY ervice
£3, 350 v Brledey HlII,‘West Midlands Wolfrace alloy wheels tints, etc. =
1976 ALFA ROMEO 2000 Spyder, 18,000 miles, Tel: Brierley Hill (0384) 78508 £ 00h o 320 S e Ml ordiblug chiedke ooo tation
ilEowner R el Sl S e SR £4,285 Come to us for Rolling Road requirements £3,995 MGB GT V8 1976. Citron yellow, black
1976 LANCIA BETA 2000 Coupe 24, 000 miles. . cloth. o/d, s/roof, tints, radio/cassette unit. ]
£3,175 : £3,795 BMW 525 AUTO, 1974. Met. sienna Offer from their used stock
1976 (77 serles) LANCIA BETA 2000 Spyder, ALL CAR EQUIPE B e o o oo T e 1978 T Fiat 132 2 litre, auto, pas,
%&3@ Main Road £3,795 BMW 525, 1974 (N). Metalic anthracite, radioyigolde: s ke £3995
s, red . .. West Kingsdown p.a.s., vinyl roof and velour interior. 1978 Fiat 131 1300 4 door saloon,
£2,385 Sevenoaks, Kent 23 765 ALFETTA GT 1.8 1977 Series. Metallic silver, ex-demo £2750
1971 MASERATI INDY, 32,000 miles. . . . £7,250 R 2live. taninteriok: radio cassatte Bic: e tiCOoS
1977 TR7, 19,000 miles, red, s/roof . . .. . £2,975 i £3,595 LANCIA BETA SPYDER 1976, white, tan | | 1978 T Fiat 128 1300 CL estate,
HP. P/Exchange welcome ( ) int., radio, 14,000 miles only. red, ex-demo............ £2595
HEADLEY ROAD, £3,205 LOTUS EUROPA SPECIAL 1973. Met. | 11978 T Fiat 127 1050 CL. Blue
tawny and gold, wolfrace, radio cassette etc. : i
GRAYSHOTT, HINDHEAD, SURREY BICKINGTON GARAGE 23,005 MGE GT '1876.. Brookands green.. tan radio, ex-demo. ......... £2275
el: Hindhead (( ) 5363 D. & C. BASKERVILLE cloth int, o/d, tints, radio with automatic electric | | 1976 Fiat 1600 S. Mirafiori white . . . |
g2 ial, headrests, 1 owner, 18,000 miles. £2275°
Barnstaple, N. Devon!Tel: Barnstaple 2019 el 5L
2 £2,995 TRIUMPH TR?, ; ; ; PR
Also competition tuning and engine rebuild trim, p.b. radio, tints e{c.w'" Ao B 1/976| Fla; 131 1600 S Mirafiori white.
» spegialists £2,795 ALFA ROMEO 2000 GTV. Special Equip- UAMAIIOS fo o o asne o £2150
Distributors for Deliorto Carburettors ment 1975. Royal blue, tan cloth int., matching | | 1976 Fiat 128 3P Berlinetta coupé,
22096 TOVOTA BeticA 5000, S'?OLTIJI%'ACK EERTE il bk e £1995
1976. Met blue, ivory cloth trim, 5 speed gear- ‘ Other cars available

LANSDOWN
MOTORS

@V%

Néw Alfetta GTV. Red, cloth trim, air
conditioning. List.
1977 Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV,
metallic silver, good cond., high mile-
age. Foronly ..... e £3,850
1977 Lancia Beta 2000 HPE, red,
good cond., high mileage. For only . .
£3,675
1977 Alfasud Ti 1.2. Red, 18,000
miles, radio, excellent cond . . £2,375

1975 Triumph Toledo, red, 48,000
miles, good condition, 12 mths MOT
e £1,495

1974 Alfasud, white, 45,000 miles,
good condmon ............ .£1,175

1973 Morris Marina TC, FHC,
29,000 rec. miles, radio ... .£1,095

1974 Alfasud, green, 71,000 miles .

1971 Hillman Hunter 1725. . Auto,
62,000 miles, good condition. . £775

Come

and drive our new
Giulietta.

Tel: 04536 4845/2364
LANSDOWN ROAD
STROUD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE _

BROADSPEED ENGINEERING LTD
Banbury Road, Southam, Warwickshire
Tel: 092-681 3191
Sun Road-a-matic Rolling Road
Testing up to 300bhp and 150mph

C.C. RACING DEVELOPMENTS
West End, Kirkbymoorside
N. Yorks
Tel: Kirkbymoorside
(0751) 31867

KELVEDON MOTORS
Boumne Road, Spalding,
LIncs

Contact:
Mr Pat Thomas %
_on Spalding (0775) 5457

box, radio etc, 22,000 miles recorded.

£2,595 JENSEN HEALEY, 1975, yellow, black int.
hard/soft top, p.b. radio, tints etc.

£2,545 MGB GT 1975. Aconite, tan cloth, o/drive,
radio stereo, tinted glass etc.

£2,495 ALFA ROMEO 2000 SPYDER 1973. 2’
owners, met. silver, black int & new black hood.

£2,495 ALFASUD TI, 1977. Absolutely unmarked

. inyellow, black & grey int., 12,000 miles only.

£2,395 SCIMITAR GET, 1973 AUTOMATIC. Ivory
belge with tan interior, radio etc.

£1,995 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE 1976. Tahiti blue, tan
lm hard top, radio cassette unit.

£1 795 MERCEDES 220/8 1970. Auto., p.a.s.,
e/sun roof, 1 owner, 53,000 miles only.

Car Care — 12 months warranty
available. Any car or motor cycle
taken in P/X. Urgently wanted — your
well maintained Sports car for cash.

253-255 NEW CROSS ROAD

- SE14. 01-639 3204/5/6

Special end of the year offer on all used
cars!

A black and white portable T.V. provided
you bring this advert! (offer ends 10.1.79) §

HIGH STREET . FOOTS CRAY,
KENT
Tel: 01-300 1161/7951

You may now
telephone your advertise-
ment to Autosport at anytime
of the day or night, seven days
a week. Full details at the start
of the Classified section.

01-439 6016

TRITUNELTD

Triumph Specialists, Stag, TR7, Dolomite Sprint

Rolling road tacilities using a
Clayton Dynamometer.
BRINKLOW SERVICE STATION
26 Coventry Road, Brinklow, Nr Rugby
Tel: Rugby 832374

5 You may now
telephone your advertise-
ment to Autosport at anytime
of the day or night, seven days
a week. Full details at the start
of the Classified section.

N 01-4396016

ROBIN HAMILTON
Fauld, Tutbury
Burton-on-Trent
Staffs
Tel: 0283 813939

Rolling road facilities up to 800bhp

PARK PARADE AUTO CENTRE
62 Park Parade, Harlesden
London NW10
Tel: 01-961 1415

L Contact Keith Tillbrook

Have the latest Van
Diemen RF 79’s avail-
able for hire next
season.

We prepared the car
driven to race wins by
Kim Furner, and can
offer the same high
standard of service for
you.

£3,450.

e

TEAM HARLEQUIN

VAN DIEMEN RF 78 Rolling Chassis with Mk9 gearbox

For Further Details Contact
Chelmsford (0245) 51283 (home)




. RACING AND COMPETITION

TO THE SPECIALISED NATURE
Of THESE ADVERTISEMENTS IT 1S
ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL =~ TO

SUBMIT TYPEWRITTEN COPY (OR

LEGIBLE CAPITAL
- USING

LETTERING)
ONLY ONE SIDE OF THE .
PAPER.

CLUBMANS

WANTED: Competitive 'B' Class car, i.e. Mallock
14/16/18. Must be in first class condition, sensible
price please, cash waiting. Tel: John, Northwich
(0606) 74862 (Cheshire). 2
MK 20 Mallock John Law's immaculate ‘A’ class
complete, less engine £2,200 ono aluminium tanks,
hubs. Mag, brakes, aeroquiped etc. Tel: Leiceste£
303769. (

YOUR MALLOCK
BUILT, REBUILT

Set-up or contract preparation
by our full time race mechanic
who produced our race winn-
ing form last season. Kirby
racing have the workshop
facilities near Brands Hatch to
offer you.
Also we will be pleased to pro-
vide a complete racing service
to the serious competitor for
next season to run alongside
our new “A” car or as a
separate “‘B” project, either to
the highest standards obtain-
able.

Contact: Charlie Kirby

For further information

Tel: 01-852 1586 day
or (047485) 2926 eves

GRYPHON C4A
‘““B>’ CLASS

Exceptional ADA engine freshly rebuilt.
Very successful, extensively developed
car. Ex lap record holder at Brands Hatch,
Lydden, Llandow. Only race one season
. (championship winner 7 wins 6 2nds).
Totally rebuilt from scratch, fully set-up,
,and ready to race condition. Many sapres.
Excellent wets and dries, good trailer
included.

£1,795
Tel: ANDY HOUSTON
01-874 3333 (day)
$ or 01-381 1847 (home)

OCEANAIR
CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER

MIKE BARNBY’S
HARRISON CLUBMANS
CAR, WETS & SPARES -

£4,000
01-733 1508 (*Viovks:

FORMULA FORD
¥WAN DIEMEN 73 complete. Immaculate condition,
£4 000 complete with 2 sets of tyres plus spaves
Telephone: Caston (95383) 402

FORMULA FORD
CROSSLE 20F, rebuilt Scholar, Hewland Mk 8, aero-
quipped, Varley, extinguisher, Willans, spare
wheels, tyres, nose cone, mould, trailer, ready to
race, offers? Tel: 01-3004188. 1

ROSTRON CT78 championship winning car, com-
plete rolling chassis, £1,850, engine, g/box avail-
able.-Tel: Ashford (Kent) 31754. (1

ROYALE RP21 rolling chassis. Very tidy and com-

«petitive, best offer secures. Tel: 0788 815105. (1

VAN DIEMEN RF 78, rolling chassis, new chassis,
rear suspension and many other parts. Rebuilt
Henland Mk 9. Alloy front hubs. Brands 50.5 sec.
Not raced since extensive rebuild. Spare nose,
standard hubs, discs. E3400 ono. Tel: Chelmsford
(0245) 51283 (evenings). @

LOLA TS40 ULTR, comp car Rowland engine rebuilt
three races ago. Mk 9 box fire-eater. Immaculate.
£3,000 or split. Tel: 07048 72251. (1

HAWKE DL19. 10 races old, built October 1977 with
all latest works. Spec. 78 Scholar Mk 9 box complete
with about £300 spares. Urgent sale hence any
reasonable offer accepted. Tel: 061-872 7467. (1

FLOWSHEET Racing
OFFERFORSALE
MARC SMITHS
IMMACULATE ROYALE RP 24.

Maintained regardless of cost,
built to 1978 works spec.
Complete with engine and g/box,
spares if required inc — rims,
tyres, uprights, rockers, and
wishbones.

£3,700 THE LOT.

Also large selection of used
tyre’s two races Only £5 ea.
Tel: Macclesfield 0625 25779.

MERLYN 11/17A rolling chasis with Hewland Mk 8.
Nice clean car. £650 ono. Tel: West Kilbride 822506.
(1

1972 Royale RP16A. Rowland engine, Mk 8
Hewland. Race ready. Superb condition. First £995
secures. Tel: South Benfleet 57988. Essex. 2

HAWKE DL12. Rolling chassis, Mk 8, recent
suspension rebuild. New tyres and spares. Offers.
Tel: 01-642 3274. (1

TONY HOWARD’S
CROSSLE 30F
forI:aIe
16 races this season, 4 wins, 6
seconds, 2 thirds.

£3,000 ono
Some spares available
Mercedes Benz 406 Box Van

Exceedingly good condition
£2,250

Tel: Brighton 772840 day
or Peacehaven 5085 night

FORMULA FORD

HAWKE DL12/15 rolling chassis, complete with
Varley fire extinguisher and spares, £1,050 ono.
Also available Norman Abbot engine not run since
rebuild, complete including exhaust, £350. Tel:
Ingrebourne 48186. 2

CLIFF WEBB'S successful Image FF2B is for sale
due to purchase of new FF4. Complete with rolling
chassis, including gearbox, spares, and set-up by
works. £1,650. Contact Image Race Cars (see
Autosport Directory for address). (08
CROSSLE 32F, 1978, rolling chassis, Hewland Mk.
9, very competitive (Brands 504s), good condition,
gear ratios, wheels, nose cone and spares, £3,300
ono. Brand new Rowland engine at substantial
saving over list price. Be legal and ultra-competitive
in 1979. £650 ono. Tel: 01-734 7605 day. 1
£950 IMMACULATE LOTUS 61R. Holbay engine, Mk
8 Hewland, recent rebuild, complete, ready to race,
competitive car. Tel: Lincoln 21105. (2179

PRS. Complete car, less engine/
box with exira set of wheels and

WIS P s olnoy) £2,850
Minister engine, 78 spec, new . .
£695

C.E.S. works engine, 78'spec, 1
race front row Silverstone GP . . .

£565
Hewland Mk 9 .......... £475
Used Varleys . ....... each £10
Usedratios ......... each £12
Geartatiolbox. b iE £15
Used Bilsteins . ... ... each €15

Price for complete car on request.
Tel: Maidenhead 32181

FORMULA FORD 2000
REYNARD SF 77/8 competitive car, ready to race,
choice of two engines, many spares including wets,
gears, bodywork, also available, £3,000 Px road car.
Tel: Romford 40600. 3

'ROYALE RP25 ex-double championship winning car

with newly rebuilt Titan engine, complete new spare
body with full runmn%spares £2,700 or offers. Tel:
030-453 038, 022-787 447 evenings. &1

FORMULA THREE

J
Ex James King works car (1977). For
sale with set of wets and various
spares, complete with Toyota engine
£5,600
Tel: lan Flux on
Hermitage (0635) 201528 or 200205

FORMULA JUNIOR

MALLOCK MK. 2 rolling chassis, originally raced by
Arthur Mallock. Recently lapped Silverstone Club
1:09 and Mallory (long) 0:58 on Dunlop 970s and
knackered engine. Offers invited for this unique car.
P/ex good road Mini considered. Also 2000E box,
chromed exhaust, new 970s. Tel: Errington, Tadley
(07356) 2501 evenings, Reading 862222 day time.(1

COOPER
T52

Formula Junior
Rebuilt by Cooper
specialists.
Used only 2 races
last season.

Tel: Ternhill 229

HILLCLIMB CARS

MALLOCK 42 Mk 6, good condition, fitted Cosworth
1500cc Lotus c/r gearbox, Minilites, 1 sprint class
win this year, £500 or ono. Trailer available. Tel:
Huddersfield 661443, after 6pm. N

1970 BRABHAM BT30 F2 repainted works colours,
Holbay built steel 1600 Twin cam unused (bills avail-
able) 173 BHP FT 200 Hewland 9's and 11's Wets
and slicks Sale through change of plans £2,795 ono

. Raunds (09-335) 2054 evenings. Q1

RACING CARS

BRABHAM BT21-30, wings, rebuilt, twin cam,
cover, trailer, £1,425 ono. Tel: Astwood Bank 3151
for more details. Q
MARCOS 1500 GT. Roger Anderson’s successful
modsports™ car, fully prepared for next season,
rebuilt engine, £2,750. Tel: Eastleigh 612445 day
time, Westend 3295 evenings. 2

' Abandoned project
Formula Libre etc

Holhng chassis, new front uprights, alloy |
calipers and spares, new Willans, new]|
_gauges, bag tank, oil tank, BCF extin-
guisher, RP16 rear suspension, new com-
pomotive 8in and 10in split rims, good YB
.33’s. New springs and spares, Mk 8 box,
1300cc Alfa on 40 DCOE’s, electronic
ignition, 40mm inlets, L1 cams. All dry
sump equipment, steel crankshaft and fly-
wheel, cintered clutch. Needs finishing, or
exchange Formula Ford.

Phone: Stratford-upon-Avon
0789 3648

Ex Derek Warwick
CHEVRON B38
F3

This immaculate car is available
with or without engine complete

£5,500 ono
or Rolling Chassis with Mk 9
Series 5 gearbox and spares.

£3,500

Can deliver
Tel: Swavesey (0954) 31037

full complement of spares.

RICK WHYMAN RACING

OFFER FOR SALE THE IMMACULATE
WEATHERSEAL ROYALE RP 24

Complete with Scholar engine, Mk 9 box, ready to race with

£3,600
We can also build for you a new super competitive
ROYALE RP 26

To any specification — for details contact Rick at
Hawthorpe. Uppermill. Nr Oldham. — Tel 045 77 2332

WINFIELD
RACING SCHOOL

offer

Last remaining MRE/Tiga with or with-
out engine. A very good first season
car.
Also Sports 2000 Lola Type 492,
virtually unused.
Offers for both to Mike Knight.
Tel: 0225 810083

RACING SALOON

MINI 1000. Car and engine built of all new parts,
costing over £3,000 for 1979 season. Car not left
workship, offers or exchange for road car. Tel: 0284
67817 8am-6pm, 0284 68274 after 6pm. = (1/79

You may now
telephone your advertise-
ment to Autosport at anytime
of the day or night. seven days
a week, Full details at the start
of the Classified section.

|
|
!
!

01-4396016

e |




* RACING SALOONS

For Sale
Opel Kadett — 2 litre

As new. Full racing Group -1

‘specification. New bodyshell and pro-

-fessionally rebuilt by Andy Morrison
and team. One race completed.

£3,950

Telephone | G C McLaren at
041 429 4994 (day-time)
or 041 427 0343 (evenings)
for further details.

DAVID ENDERBY'S
SUNBEAM MASON STILETTO

This well-known car is not yet
sold. An ideal opportunity to
obtain a really competitive
rolling chassis absolutely
1 ready to race for 1979. Price
£1,800-£2,000 depending
on specification.
Telephone for full details.

01-852 2642
evenings/weekends

FOR SALE

RAWLSON IMP
SPACE FRAME

Open sensible offers

For further details
021-744 4488 daytime
021-745 6830 evenings

RACING AND COMPETITION CARS

SPORTS 2000

MILTON RACING Lola T490 with 1978 Nelson

Jim Evans Racing

engine car in good condition with only limited use
during season, spare wheels, tyres, ratios and offer
engine plus excellent four-wheeled covered trailer. 3 .
Offers to Richard Bailey. Tel: Mexborough 582005. March/Atlantic, less engine
i i 2 %
A Cosworth FVC engine

LOLA T490/2, Rowland, latest specification,
immaculate, race winner, £4,500, less engine
£3,995. Tel: 01-546 9718, Epsom 24380. 2

JOHN TREVELYAN offers his race and champion-
ship winning Lola T490/2. Tel: Shipston-on-Stour
(0608) 61138. T 5 5

For further details contact Jim Evans:

Office 075-781 381, ext. 59
Home 075-781 364

RETIREMENT
SALE

Andy Barton is retiring
Hence the following are offered for sale

(1) Ex-lan Scheckter March 772B. BRSCC Midland, BARC
Northern Championship winning, and Ingliston outright lap
record holding car in mint condition with spares and
bodywork. £3,950

(2) Very Successful Barton GTB3. Complete with spares.
£3,500

(3) Choice of 3 BDG Engines including Ingliston lap record
breaker. :Prices romit it i an s un i f e et s

Contact Andy Barton at:
ANDREW BARTONLTD
The Garage, Newburn, Newcastle upon Tyne

Tel: 0632 674449/671865

MODSPORTS
MIDGET

Lap Record Holder.

up to 1500cc class.
complete with G/year Wets, for sale
due to change of formula.

£1,200 ono.

" Tel: WARRINGTON (0925) 61993.
(anytime)

RALT RT1 SUPERVEE
Schrick Motor
wets + drys + ratios
£6,000
F3 TOYOTA NOVAMOTOR
£1,700
Set Ralt F3 discs and calipers
£130
1 set BBS F3 wheels
£150
2 DY-Mag wheels
£100

Tel: Don Farthing
030-57 74414

y lig ody, race fro uspension, coil
spring rear with 4 link and Watts linkage, Atlas
axle, built gearbox, with alloy bellhousing and
tailshaft, high ratio rack, dry sump equipment,
foam filled petrol tank, 4 pot ventilated discs,
adjustable pedal box, split ims with wets and

see £2,000 ono

Tel: Leeds 889963 or Leeds 688945.

MIKE NUGENT

OFFERS FOR SALE

F/Atlantic Modus M3

Rolling chassis with FT200 gearbox (recently overhauled)
complete less engine, including 5 extra wheels including
tyres, several gear ratios, spare nose cone and some spares.
Very successful car in 1978 Irish Atlantic championship.

£3,250 ono.

Lotus Elan

Lightweight R26 chassis with 2 litre Vegantune dry sump
twin cam engine, highly successful Mcdsports car with many
spares including complete set of G45 wets and a set slick
G50. All on 8” and 10” Minilites rim, complete diff assembly
with L.S.D., springs, shocks, etc. Extra cylinder head

complete. £3,500 ono.

For details of these immaculate cars:
-Tel: Crookstown (06487) 62098 after 6pm.

season.

~ ABACUS
END OF SEASON SALE

(2) 1978 Crosslé 32F. Scholar

(2) 1978 P.R.S. RHO1. Scholar
7 races only

Complete or as rolling chassis these well known ultra competitive
cars are For Sale as raced or will rebuild as new for the 79 season.

ABACUS

Rebuilds

Have your Crosslé or PRS rebuilt by professionals. We will
strip car completely, restove chassis, crack test and rebuild
to all completely new set-up car and engine to our very high
standards to give you that competitive edge for the 1979

For quotation’s ring MIKE TAYLOR
0594 22477/23442

or write
Hollywood Works, Steam Mills Road, Cinderford, Glos.




RACING AND COMPETITION CARS

GORDON RAMSAY LTD.

offer for sale their

Porsche 924 Championship Winning
Car driven by Tony Dron

924 Porsche 1978 model, 5-speed gearbox. Alloy
wheels, rollcage, Fire-Eater System, Corbeau seat,
Wyllans - harness. Finished in white with distinctive
paintwork. Broadspeed prepared and modified to
championship rules, giving maximum permitted 114bhp
' at the rear wheels.
This car is suitable for entry in @ number of meetings in
1979 and wil qualify for a special 924 sub-
championship within these races. Alternatively it is fully
road equipped for normal use. .
Success in 1978 with 6 firsts, 2 seconds, 2 fastest
laps, 3 fastest in practice. No major structural or
mechanical defects during the season. - :

Contact Bill Leathersat

Gordon Ramsay Ltd., St. Georges Terrace
Jesmond, Newcastle upon Tyne

Tel: 812829/814383.

1978 ‘T’ Registered
CHEVETTE 2300

Rally built to full DTV specification, engine prepared by W.B.B. Racing. Dry

sumped with Lotus cylinder head, triple plate clutch, ZF 5-speed gearbox,

Salisbury 4.55 rear axle with 4 link suspension, disc brakes all round. This

car has been built in our workshop using a Safety Devices bodyshell.
Complete, ready to use, price with a host of spares

SENSIBLE OFFERS

HP and part exchange considered.

GLOVERS OFELY
Lynn Road, Ely, Cambs
Tel: Ely (0353) 4234

D

T.V.R.TUSCAN V8S.E

1967 S. W. B. model — maroon. Recent engine and gearbox rebuild,

L.S.D., ful F.l.A. cage. 10 x 15 rears and 8 x 15 fronts — slicks, full set 8 x

15 wets. Very rapid and rare car. Parts available to convert to road car, inc

5-72 spoke wire wheels. Offered complete with all spares at£3,950.
Delivery can be arranged — finance possible.

Further details ring Peter Tipton, Tel. Teesdale 38353.

SMALL & HICKEN (Rallysport) stoke on TRENT
Tel: Stoke on Trent 314013
RALLY CAR CONSTRUCTORS

ALL RALLY PREPARATION
UNDERTAKEN FROM:
Group 1 to Group 4

We still have a good stock of Avo parts

Autosport MARKET PLACE

CAMSHAFTS

DUE TO THE SPECIALISED NATURE
OF THESE ADVERTISEMENTSIT IS
ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL  TO
SUBMIT TYPEWRITTEN COPY (OR
LETTERING)
ONE SIDE OF THE
PAPER.

raanboaoyG war 1as .

™ For Al muxes, rom£9 ),
Exchange. v v y
Farnborougn Way, Famborough; - Kent.
) Tel. Farnborough 57109 . /1c,

LEGIBLE CAPITAL

USING ONLY

. ENGINES
BADGES 1300cc SOC, full race engine. Complete with inlets
. _ and exhaust manifolds, 2 twin downdraft carbs
STICKERS AND BADGES by post—biggest rarge ik approx 150bhp, dismantled for inspection. £495
the world! Send 20p plus 8} x 4} SAE for latest Tel: Canterbury 54437 or 830326. 41
Automotifs catalogue. American Automotive, P.O. Box "EX EVE SARISEN MINISTER, only four races since
21, Wallington, Surrey. (TC re-build; new crank, rings, bearings etc. Can be

heard running. A real goer. £500. Tel: 01-204 3849.

(4]
ALL HEWLAND gearboxes, spares, services, Cortina
limited-slip  differentials, obtainable from —
Hewland Engineering Ltd., Boyn Valley Industriat
Estate, Boyn Valley, Maidenhead, Berks. Tel: 32033,
6lines. ac,
FULL RACE 335 cu in 500bhp alloy V8. Gurney
Weslake heads, direct port injection, billet steef
crank, teflon buttoned pistons, roller cam, bench
run only, £2,000. Spare heads and 289 bellhousing
also available. Tel: Weybridge 42006

EX-WORKS MARCH 773-TOYOTA

Immaculate condition, engine recently rebuilt, spare ratios,
spare nose, 12 spare wheels and tyres (inc. wets), and a
comprehensive selection of chassis spares.

£5,900 complete

Tel: Richard Morgan
Caterham (0883) 47682
or 073782 2353, ext 239

* Exchange service or from special blanks
* Proven performance and reliability

* Profiles for street, rally, all competition

WOOTON RD, ASHFORD, KENT
TELEPHONE ASHFORD 24681

Compiencusive range inc:
PRE-X/FLOW & X/FLOW;
BDA; LOTUS TC; PINTO, V6
Plus: BMC, CHRYSLER,
VAUXHALL, etc.

Foru va o anutdactured invive —an o dilsule
optimum profile reproduction. All stages inc. Gp 1:
Fastroad : Rally race.

Exchange service for most types.

Special one-offs and stellito lobe reclaiming.
FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE
Trade & Export enquiries welcome
621/631 Eastern Avenue
Barkingside, liford
Essex IG2 6PN

01-554 2281

evenings/weekends. Q@
REBUILT EXPERIMENTAL Holbay big valve
Clubmans head, VGC, £150. New Powermax
85mm+030" x/f pistons, £85. BLF 18 cam ind
followers, as new, £25. Tel: 029 573 647. (1

GEARBOXES
WANTED LOTUS MK | C.R. gearbox with short tad
shaft for Mallock. Must be good. Tel: 0282 27682. (1

REBUILDS—REPAIRS—
NEW AND S/HAND SPARES

Officia’ agents and stockists for Hewland spares
Express 24-hour or normal 2/3 day repair rebuild
service lew and s hand spares sent immediately
by post COD Bntish Rail Red Star Express parcel
service Also overseas express air freight. etc
Collection and delivery of gearboxes for repairs re-
builds to from any UK mainiine station. New gear-
boxes for sale with part exchange on you oid
Hewland if required

RACING GEARBOX CENTRE,

20b Paddenswick Road, London, W6

Tel: 01-748 03700261 (day)
01-935 6781 {night)
Telex: 25247 Attention RGC.




Autosport MARKET PLACE

GEARBOXES

MISCELLANEOUS

HEWLAND SERVICE
In the Midlands and North

Gearboxes,
Spares & Repairs.
Stockists of
Varley Batteries
For prompt & efficient service

Tel: 0332 40606
Overseas orders welcomed

Alan Smith (Garages) Lid
Manchester Sireel,
Derby

MAGNESIUM WHEELREPAIRS

'DONT LOSE YOUR (H)AIR, have your broken
flanges rebuilt at a fraction of the cost of a new
wheel, Fast, efficient service. Apex, 6 Youngs Road,
Barkingside, liford, Essex. Tel: 01-518 0253 day or
Ingrebourne (45) 70067. (TC

MISCELLANEOUS

SPONSORING A RALLYCROSS TEAM at Brands?’

13 part promotion supporting your car, from £35,
both meetings £65. Details from RentaRep Pro-
motions. Tel: 01-850 3038 (evenings). (1

HIRE AN ALLEGRO 1300. £7 per day or £40 per
. week. Comprehensive insurance. No additional
; qharges. Tel: Guildford 64631. 176

Build Your Own Sprite 2 seat 125 mph
Sports Plane. Kits and Plans available.
Send £2.00 for information pack.

PRACTAVIA LTD., Dept AS
Wycombe Air Park
Booker, Bucks

PHOTOGRAPHS
GRAND PRIX'S. Zandvoort, Watkins Glen, Brands
Hatch. SAE for lists. E. & M Lindsay, Casamia,
Gilletts Lane, High Wycombe, Bucks HP124BB. (6

RACE HIRE

MARKIAN

(NORTHERN) RACING
FF 1600 RACEHIRE
(Hawke chassis)
quotations now being given for 1979
championships,
DUNLOP NOVICES
CHAMPIONSHIP
ESSO, PHILLIPS, T. THORESON,
etc. etc.
25, Hilltop Rd, Grappenhall,
Warrington,
Tel: Warrington (0925) 61993.

ALAN W. SMITH
RACING (1977) LTD

Manchester Street, Derby
OUR MODIFIED COSWORTH BDA ATLANTIC

ENGINE WON THE 1978

IRISH FORMULA

ATLANTIC SERIES WITH EDDIE JORDAN WE
ARE BUILDING SEVERAL SIMILAR MODELS FOR
1979.P.0.A.

ALSO STANDARD UNIT £3,430.
Ring: Derby (0332) 48974

P

AUTO
POWER
SERVICES

: TURBOCHARGING @ SUPERCHARGING

RACE HIRE
FALCON MOTOR RACING — book now for 1979

season, race hire, professional back-up service, °

competitive cars, competitive prices, eg: Van Die-
men RF78 Scholar. test session from £35, race from
£169. Tel: St. Annes (Lancashire) 728856 or Whalley
(Lancashire) 3187 (preferably evenings). (2

R.F. RACING

OFFER
FOR HIRE

FOR THE 1979 SEASON

FF3 Image
race torace
or contract basis .

Contact Robert Foden

Tel Nantwich 627553
evenings.
or Mark Picken

0745 591027 evenings

RACE TUITION

TRAINS RACE

with Jim Russell
RACING DRIVERS SCHOOL
Head Office, Silverstone Circuit,
Northants NN12 8TN.
Tel: Silverstone 857572,

rite for full details and free colour brochure

JIM RUSSELL

USES & RECOMMENDS

RACEWEAR

RACE WEAR -

Budget NOMEX. ...vvvvveee £26.50
Proban Flameproof Ov: £14.95
Nomex National 1 or 2 pc. ... £38.95
Nomex International..... ... £68.50
Apollo Nomex Boots . £23.99
Nomex Vest. ............ £11.25
Nomex Long Johns.. .£11.75
Nomex Balaclava........ £4. 75; £7.50; £9.45
Nomex Sox. ......... -

Nomex Gloves. ................ £9

-Clear out carbon fibre suits..

All prices Include VAT & poslage
Please state your size

APOLLO RACE & RALLY WEAR

10-12 Barwick St, Birmingham 3
Tel: 021-236 4000

FOR HEAD TO TOE
PROTECTION
get equipped at

ROAD & RACING
outfitters for
Motor Sport

3 competitors.

FPT, Jaybrand
Nomex & Proban.
Jaybrand Mechanics
overalls.

Headgear:

Nomex & FPT
Balaclavas & Bibs.
Bell & Griffin
Helmets &

Gloves:

FPT & Road &
{ Racing Interlock
Nomex.

Boots:
Westover/FPT — all
patterns,
Timing:
Cronus & Heuer.
ROAD & RACING ACCESSORIES
75 Moore Park Rd.,
London SW6 2HH.01-736 2881

TURBO

We are stockists of
TEAM JACKETS

Special Jackets made to
order

TURBO LEISUREWEAR,
Unit 21, Midland Oak Ind. Estate,
Marlisa Drive, off Lythalls Lane,
Coventry CV66HQ

664472/665505. Telex 311925.
Turbo. G.

Tel:

JAYBRAND
RACEWEAR

Will protect you through
1979.

Send for new free cata-

logue of 1979 styles and
colours.

JAYBRAND RACEWEAR,
Highbury Street, Peterborough.
Tel: (0733) 68247. Telex: 32367

( The World’s Safest Racewear)

Simply the Best in the

CTIT N
RACEWEAR |

BELL STAR II £56.50
I LAYER NOMEX OVERALLS From £48.00
2 LAYER NOMEX OVERALLS From £92.55
3 LAYER QUILTED PINSTRIPE .......

NOMEX UNDERWEAR SET............ .

LONG RED NOMEX GLOVES........... £23.00
LONG ORANGE NOMEX GLOVES ..£21.95:
LONG WHITE NOMEX GLOVES..... £15 10

NOMEX DE-LUXE CLAVAS.......

NOMEX HELMET BIB .......... £9:
: 3 : World, from the leaders NOMEX KNEE LENGTH SOCKS :
g Complete installations carried out on all types of § inracewsartechnology. Il M \ESTOVER SPERDMAN BOGTS.... £19.
g vehicle from road to full race, including prototype 1 ‘GRIFFIN GRAND PRI HELVETS . 4500
j work and engine building facility. S |TANK TAPE (MANY COLOURS) .1~ 24.25.
1 ; I. g y 1979 brochure of our EAR DEFENDERS .........ccoovnieerennennan £3.95
2-8 litre worl-beating range of " Chris Steyne Constltants Ltd.
: SOUTH MARCH : racesuits &accessories. 3 P%ﬂoll:lo;ﬂo Pﬁl"]ade,
s 'awkham Rd,
LONG MARCH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE ] HAVWK RACEWEAR LTD. West Kingsdown, Sevenioaks,
| DAVENTRY, NORTHANTS STONEBROOM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, Kent TN15 6JP England.
I i STONEBROOM, DERBYS. Tel: West Kingsdown (047485) 3656.
Tel: Daventry 76161 Tel. Leabrooks(077384)3332 Telex 96172
I i Telex Comind G 37605 PEREBTE (v o) 2




Autosport MARKET PLACE

ROLLOVER BARS

RACE WEAR ! : : G . _
ﬂ]lllll.-- D‘IQEr A { W/ |2 | O (3290) 1 ELIMAN (10| I
k 3 ; : 15150015 152Je3u INOA 4O ssaippe

CIBIE e« SPRINGS Bgcewear@riﬂ ACCGSSQ[je§ = ; pue 2inyoo4q palensn||l Ajng 104

——— e
CROYD ON RACE & We offer you a wide selection of the best in rally and racewear to suit every competitors needs. Write
or ring for colour catalogue and current price list of all our fireproof clothing and race and rally

accessories.
CRASH HELMETS
(Big Discounts)

BS2495 1977 HELMETS

R.R.P. OurPrice
Clubman H.P. £43.00 £36.95
Maxmaster £32.00 £27.95

Everoak (open face) £32.00  £27.95 <
Please state head size when ordering. 2 LINEA
P&P Helmets £1.00 . \ SPORY)
RACEWEAR Ll - A L4

*Proban std. £13.99
1 & 2-piece
*Proban national £27.95
1 piece only
*Nomex std. £29.95
1 piece only
*Nomex gloves £11.50
*Long socks £4.80
*Nomex vest £12.75
*Nomex Long Johns £12.95
*Nomex Balaclava £4.95
*Wet weather suits £9.95
*Mechanic cotton overalls £13.95
Please state chest size when ordering
P&P overalls 95p. Other items 30p.

COMPETITION FULL HARNESS
. BELTS

Luke 3 point BS| approved £25.07
Luke 4 point BSI approved £29.78
Luke 6 point BS| approved £74.83
Britax 3 point BS| approved £15.30
P&P 90p
For Mail Order Please Send Cheque
or Postal Orders, or use our
Barclaycard & Access facilities.
(Just phone your card no. through).

SHOP OPEN ALL DAY MON-SAT
Send 15p plus 7p stamp for 28 page
Illustrated catalogue

26 High Street,
Sth Norwood, London SE25
Tel: 01-653 2639

CAGES : OIL COOLERS

CAMS o

DRE STOCKS THE BEST — BE SMART, BE PROTECTED
Our accessorles Include:
Rose and Ampep joints, Dzus fasteners, Varley batteries, Motolita wheels (road & competition),
aleybars, Team Castrol stockists, competition shoes and pads, intercoms, Luke hamesses, helmets,
Aldon suspension and many more.

H3AI34HOS

. _ Catalogue avallable now from: 7 1
DRE RACEWEAR & ACCESSORIES, 70 PORT STREET, STIRLING FK8 2LJ. 1 B uouoa)o;d

- B |

1

OILS
L]

TEL: 0786 62031 :

saoina Ajajes 106 an, noA
_2ans ayew — umop apisdn
aq 03} Aj@)ji] 19A3 84,n0A §|

XVdS

SPACERS
L

SAT04INVI

TEFLON
MOTOR TREATMENT

A real fuel saver, cost returned within weeks

By coating your engine interior with Dupont Teflon you can
obtain

HIGHER MILEAGE
SMOOTHER RUNNING
LONGER ENGINE LIFE
GUARANTEED

For full information and complete stockist list write to:
TMT (UK) 3 Porth St,

Porth, Mid Glamorgan
Tel: Porth (044 361) 2235

SPOILERS

London Rd, Sawston, Cambridge
Tel: 0223 832575 .

L]
ST33IHM

i Dear John Aley,

d You've always made the greatest |
range of rollover bars for Road, |

B Race or Rally. Please send me

§ details.

o CARBS
‘SLV3S o

ARCHES
L]

NaMe. .7 i ol e o
AAANESS. o et i aviee

SH3IFWNN

e PECOS

h---

BELL STAR
TOP OF THE LINE
XF HELMETS

HT BOLTS

All XF Helmets are full face with a basic
design that includes fire retardant cloth, a|

-

special quick-release chin strap with a pro- ALLEN SCREWS ’ PRECISION

: : oyl Wil
e NYLOC NUTS—ROD ENDS MACHINING
e skt o Bt ETC. ETC. ETC. O i
grt: aIIII )\:':itg in Zolour. Send stamp oniy for Price List & Catalogue to: 3%@5@@'& & HONING

r tandard Window) . . . . . . . £103 * VING
Star Il XFLS (Standard Window plirbed DIAMOND ENGINEERING CO * GRANKSHAFT GRINDING
for life support system) . .......... £118 3 *CAM REPROFILING
Star Il XF/SW (Small Window) .. . . . . £127 THE OPENING * E E EBRBFLQ\%HﬁG
Star Il XF/SW/LS (Small window plumbed ~ = ~ * LIGHTENING

| for life supportsystem) ........... £142 COD'COTE %*DISC/DRUM SKIMMING
Star Il XF/GP (Dual Eye Openings). . . £139 ; 0 *SEAT INSERTING
Star Il XF/GP/LS (Dual Eye Openings : HERTS *CRACK DETECTION ETC
plumbed for life support system) . . . . £154 IT EL (0 43 8) /8 2 0 8 8 8 LOTUS T/C SPECIALISTS
o 1 % Unit H,

b
in going testing without one'. Digital, : TE L: 7585 1

immediately responsive with large easy to

read figures in bright daylight. . ... ... £75
Proper Radar Detectors which really do YWORK towing brackets from the BW
work from across the Atlantic. Plug into TRAILERCRAFT range fit the majority i
cigar lighter socket. Your only chance to of modern cars and vans. e e a"sm?'- %@-
cope with new Police Radar Units in use. Designed to be unobtrusive and easy to fit dav‘;,op',,,gm i tuning f%r more ?hanm%ﬂe
Essential if you have a few endorese- with full instructions supplied. years, Burtons can offer their customers all their
ments. YORK towing brackets are backed by one skills and knowledge gained over this period. All
Canadian Bell Long Range Type . . . £49.50 of the largest companies in the light trailer machining is caried out on the latest type of
BIISEFuzz Busterilishi i 2k 2l £79 field. equipment, and a most comprehensive range of
A large S.A.E. and details of your vehicle will g%'ngﬁggﬁg’"fg'g"fﬁ'ﬂgrﬁe BORING & |
get you full details of the bar you require HONING, CRANKSHAFT GRINDING/RE- |
CAR LEC LTD. . and the address of your local stockist. STROKING, CAMSHAFT J

'GRINDING/REPROFILING, CAMSHAFT DESIGN
& DEVELOPMENT, CYLINDER BLOCK/HEAD

l RESURFACING, IN-LINE BORING, CRACK
DETECTION, PRESSURE TESTING,
- LIGHTENING & POLISHING, TUFTRIDING,

ROCKSIDE, DREEMSKERRY,
MAUGHOLD, ISLE OF MAN -

’ ; BEAD-BLASTING, CAST & ALLOY WELDING,
A prces include post, packing and VAT SPECIAL MACHINING, COMPONENT DESIGN

BN appicable: Ploase allow up to two MANUFACTURED & DSTRIBUTED WORLD WIDE BY : & MANUFACTURE.
itd h 01-554 2281/2 |

weeks for cheques to clear and maif to get Complete performance engines built to sut most
barton hover eng. e S

through forms of competition use.
RATCLIFFE ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE ATHERSTOME. WARKS. CV2 1JA_ Tel 4884 Telex 341961 |, BARKINGSIDE, ILFORD, ESSEX G2 87N




SITUATIONS VACANT

WANTED ENTHUSIAST to help prepare’and develop
Formula Ford with driver. Sorry no wages. Tel: Mick,
Bicester 2391 (Oxon). (1

DEREK McMAHON RACING require Experienced
Mechanics for their F3 works team. Contact Mr. T.
Harvey. Tel: (0327) 857071 (day) or 028-02 2970
(evenings). (51

MALLOCK RACING require competent mechanic for
building new cars and running works cars. Tel:
(0604) 863504 (day) or 862416 (eves). (51

Derek McMahon
Racing
require
Experienced Mechanics
for their F3 works team.

Contact T. Harvey,
(0327) 857071 (day)
or 028 02 2970 (evenings)

TOLEMAN GROUP
Requires Experlenc-
ed
F2 Mechanics
for European

championship

Apply: Roger Silman
Toleman Group.

Unit 1

Station field industrial estate
Kiddlington, OXFORD.

Autosport MARKET PLACE

Get Your Suspension problems

sorted for 1979

We specialise in all types of shock absorbers and sus-
pension units for Rally, Rallycross and Circuit Racing.
All units are guaranteed.

Chelmsford Suspension Services,
Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex. Tel: 0245 421929.

Ongar Road,

JOHN BROWN WHEELS

the leading UK retailers of specialised motor accessories require a

SALESPERSON

'for their Croydon store. The successful applicant will be an experienced
salesperson and well acquainted with the workings of leading retailers,
preferably with experience in the motor trade.

A career-minded individual is sought and a good salary will be paid commen-
surate with experience.
Contact Mr David Pullen to arrange an interview at JBW,

236-232 London Road, Croydon
Telephone: 01-686 6931/2

TOLEMAN GROUP

Requires Experienced

F2 Mechanics

for
European Championship
‘Apply: Roger Slim, Toleman Group, Unit 1, Stationfield
Industrial Estate, Kiddlington, Oxford or telephone
; : Kiddlington 2557. ;

SPARES & ACCESSORIES
PALLISER F/FORD CHASSIS, bodywork, instru-
ments, front hubs etc, £85. Kitchener s/seater.
bodywork, moulds, corners, driveshafts, £180. Par
Weller 10" x 13" Ford centres, £30. Tel: Worthing
68239 evenings. . .. L.n L mln TR Qa
GRD. LARGE QUANTITY body/chassis parts, £85 to
clear. Royale RP 24/5, new body and nose, £90. 2
litre Neil Brown twin cam, £495. Lucas injection.
complete, £125. 2000E gearbox, £35. Tel: West End
3295. @
MACLAREN CAN AM MSE and F suspension.
complete and brand new. Also March 722 front enc
complete, and some 722 rear panels. New 703 rack.
701 rear uprights, 289 injection/Weber manifold.
Various 351 Cleveland bits. Tel: Weybridge 42006
evenings/weekends. (¢

AMERICAN SPARES and body panels for street and
race from Positive Performance of Indiana, USA.
Fast delivery. Many parts in ‘stock in England.
Contact the distributors, D. B Motors of Leicester.
Tel: 05338343430r832534. ............... Tc

VIOCAL

OIL COOLERKITS .

including oil coolers, thermostats,
adaptors, sandwich plates, temperature!
gauge adaptors.

4- and 5- por\ pumps %?4'(0;[ %ord Also
tanks, pans, hoses, connections, remote
fllters, etc. o
THINK AUTOMOTIVE LTD.
292 Worton Road
Isleworth, Middx. TW7 6EL
Tel: 01-568 1172

] PARTS SERVICE
- Largest stocks of Lotus spares in the UK 24-hour COD,

§{ dispatch service—including chassis, bodies and all

moulded parts.

"STUCK! for that urgent Lotys part. Why not glve us a.i
ring.
Tel: Patrick (0603) 416613/407766

NORFOLK MOTOR COMPANY
242254 Sprowston Road
Norwich, Norfolk
Tel: (0603) 407766

Job description:—

manufacturers

qualifications.

1. Control of a group of _ A.
approximately 20.

2. Be responsible for specifications
— build — test and service.
Requirements for a World
Championship Team. C.

3. Liaise all parts requirements with D.
specialised component

AN INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS DEPT

require a

CHIEF ENGINEER/DESIGNER

Qualifications:—

B. Motor vehicle mathematics covering all
aspects of the vehicle with design

experience.

E. English speaking with good
communicative knowledge of French or

German.

First class salary negotiable plus usual company benefits.
@ Applications in first instance to Box 151 lndlcat/ng fully all relative information regarding above

Works team and/or Formula 1 team

Management/Budget control

Ability to be a “self-starter”




. Car transporting

(AL CAR EQUIPE &)

International motor accessory distributors

The complete services for the road, race, rally enthusiast. We have excellent
stocks of all types of accessories at very competitive prices as well as workshop
facilities for the fitting and setting up of all types of cars.

Services Competition Accessories
Rolling Road facilities Racing overalls Race & Rally seats
Engine rebuilds Helmets Alloy road wheels
Complete car builds Dzus fasteners Roll cages

Setting up service Tank tape Seat belts

Body repairs Varley batteries Weber spares & carbs
Chassis rebuild . Race tyres Inlet & exhaust manifolds

Rally jackets
Spoilers

Wheel arches
F/glass fronts etc

Dry sump tanks
Alloy fuel tanks
Dry sump pumps
Race s/absorbers

Axle and LSD overhauls

Race tyre fitting
Engine balancing

Weber rejetting Race f/glass panels Wide tyres
Crypton tuning Competition wheels Koni & Spax shocks
Modified cylinder heads Competition Harnesses Piper Cams

Main Road, West Kingsdown, Brands Hatch, Kent
Tel: (047485) 2271/3258 or g
Workshop (0732) 822099—Telex 965360

Trade and Export a speciality, fast mail order C.0.D., Barcla ycard, Access, Cash an?'Carry

OPEN: MONDAY—THURSDAY 8.30am to 7pm; FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 8.30am to  8pm; SUNDAY CLOSED

SPARES & ACCESSORIES

COSWORTH
V6 ENGINE

Ford Cosworth V6 engine with
steel crank 430bhp, including
Lucas Rotor Ignition system.
Completed rebuilt for special
saloons (also ZF 5-speed gear-
box for sale) or Formula 5000
(exhaust system available). Tel:
Holland, The Hague No. 70
996564 (Rento Kill — R. Mulder)
or write to Rento Kill, Volmerlaan
9, Rijswijk, Holland.

DOUGLAS & GAVIN
RACE & RALLY PARTS

26A HIGH STREET, STOURPORT ON SEVERN, WORCS.
Tel: STOURPORT (02993) 6224 or 5871

USED PARTS

2.5 KG Fireater Kit, as new. £60. 5 KG Fireater Kit. £75. Graviner Life Sup-
port System. £50. F2 G50, as new, set, £160. Atlantic G45 Wets, new, set,
£200. March 782 Hart Exhaust. £60. March 782 B.M.W. Exhaust. £65.
March 782 B.M.W. Airbox, latest type. £80. March 782 Driveshafts, com-
plete, $150. March 772, 772P, 782 Bag Tanks, March 772 Nose. £30.
New and Used FT, FG Ratios. from £8. Various Caliper Discs, Uprights, Anti
Roll Bars, Oil Tanks, etc. Magard Throttle Linkage Kit. £20. Used Varley bat-
teries from £28. Used 85.6mm BDA piston, set, £20. Used D.F.V. valve and
springs 80p each. Selection 10" + 20" wheels, phone for details. Set of F2
-G64 tyres Good Offers.

(Chris Cramer’s Griinhalle Lager March 76A/Cosworth

G.A.B.A.R.C. FTD Championship winning car, complete with

sparesildealiforSprin e iecsil iy e T e P.O.A.
NEW PARTS

Complete Stock of Dreadnought Fire Extinguishers and Life Support
systems. Socket head cap screws. Pip pins. Rose joints. Tank tape. Locking
wire. D2US fasteners, K Nuts. Oil coolers. DSIl Brake Pads for 4 pot
calipers. Aeroquipe plus Aeroquipe fittings.

NZAON

‘ENGINEERING

Complete Racing Car Service:
@ Chassis and component fabrication and
repairs

@ Suspension setting up

@ Rebuilds

@ Contract preparation

ight Engineering and Machining:

Prototype and one-off machine work

Cylinder head overhauls

Flywheels lightened and

balanced ;

Discs skimmed efc

Manufacturers of the

“‘CORNER WEIGHT GAUGE""
set up your car at the circuit

CHRIS
. CRAWFORD
IAN HARROWER
58/76 Willow Vale, )
Shepherds Bush, London W12
01-743 4477 e

~

'SPECIALISED ENGINES

tioned. All tuned engines we prefer you to

tuned engines.

Ford only engine specialists. All fully.
guaranteed for all parts and labour in
writing. All engines completely recondi-

see built up. Fuil specification sheet with

SPECIALISING IN ‘VV AND OHC ENGINES
Standard type reconditioned full engines from:
Examples: 105E/1200 £88. 1500GT £97. 1300/1500 PXF £91. 1600/2000 OHC £148. V4
1700/2000s £165. V6 2.5/3000 £189.
BIG ENGINES FOR LITTLE ONES.
1500 for 1200 £115. 2000 OHC for 1600 OHC £201. 3000 for 2.5 V6 £217.

TUNED ENGINES. TUNED 'V's

STAGE 1 1500 GT £151. V4 STAGE 1 £222.
STAGE 1 1300/1600 XF £166. V4 STAGE 2 £256.
STAGE 1 1600/2000 OHC £209. V6 STAGE 1 £262.
STAGE 2 1500 GT £187. V6 STAGE 2 from £311.

STAGE 2 1300/1600 XF £212.
Al tuned engines have gas flowed heads and balanced pistons and rods. Stage 2 versions have
bigger valves.
EXAMPLE: Stage 1 V6 is based on the RS3100. Stage 2 V6 has big valve heads and choice of
modified inlet exhaust manifolds, cams, and carbs.
FITTING OF STANDARD AND OHC ENGINES £14. FITTING OF 'VEES' £19.
All prices subject to 8% VAT. SAE for details.
TEST OUR NEW CAPRI IIl 3.1 DEMONSTRATOR.

SPECIALISED ENGINES, MANORWAY IND. SITE, BRIDGE ROAD, GRAYS, ESSEX.
GRAYS THURROCK 7

 Lotus
Elan to Esprit

Fully restored cars

Selected partially restored cars

Reconditioned engines

Tuned Lotus engines

Tuned Ford engines

Cylinder head repair

Crankshaft grinding

Camshaft grinding

Cylinder boring

Engine balancing

Rolling road service

Chassis frames supplied

Chassis frames fitted

Chassis frames repaired

All suspension and body
repairs

Gelcoat'repairs and resprays

Retrimming

Insurance repairs

C.0.D. spares service

The Complete
Lotus Service

EGANIUNE

CRADGE BANK,
SPALDING, LINCS.
TEL: 0775 4846/7

INTRODUCING

PACE
PRODUCTS

A gravxty die cast 5 port, scroll gear
driven, dry sump oil pump, with enough
capacity to cope with the Ford twin cam
andBDAengines. . ............... £65

A twin Scavenge gravity die cast, 7 port.
scroll gear driven dry sump oil pump with
enough capacity to cope with the twin cam
BRAGNGING .57 0 sli e s b i S £95

A three stage pump, remote mounted,
toothed belt driven oil pump, incorporating
an adjustable pressure relief valve, pro-
vision for the tacho drive gearbox to bolt to
the rear of the pump, and a fully sealed
shaft. Has 6 drilled and tapped holes on
each side of the pump to facilitate mount-
ing. Suitable for the water cooled Super
Vee, the Ford Pinto 2000, and most
enginesupto3500cc............ £135

A remote mounted belt driven single stage
oil pump, complete with tacho drive gear-
box, mounting boss, adjustable pressure
relief valve, fully sealed shaft with 2 drilled
and tapped holes to facilitate mounting,
can be used as a pressure or Scavenge
DUINDE B i s s s s e £65

A remote mounted belt driven twin stage
oil pump with tacho drive mounted boss,
adjustable pressure relief valve, fully
sealed shaft with 4 drilled tapped holes to
facilitate mounting. Can be used as a
complete pressure and scavenge pump or
as a twin Scavenge unit. The stage can be
connected internally to scavenge through
oneoutiet: . T ol SRR £105

A front cover mounted scavenge pump for
the Ford 1600 engine enabling the engine
to be double scavenged easily. Used by
Scholar Racing Engines to power their
engines to 9 wins at the 1978 F. Ford
Festival and by Jim Weaver in setting a
new laprecord.

PUD ORIV L i et o or e e .. 2833
Modifiedfrontcover .............. £18

A camber gauge for accurately levelling
chassis and setting up suspensions
comprising a robust cast aluminium body,
machined on all the working surfaces, and
fitted with accurate bubbles, centring
betweentwolines .. .............. £45

A ecorner weight checker, for the light and
portable answer to setting suspension
corner weights, a vital factor in competitive
FACIRgE TR L S e £59

A complete double scavenge dry sumping
system for the Ford Pinto 2000 engine,
comprising three stage pump, pump
mounting bracket, sump, toothed pulleys
and belts, right angle tacho drive gearbox,
allhosesand hardware ........... £250

Ford 1600 toothed belt water pump drive
kit in hard anodised alum. Water pump
pulley available in}* and §* bore. . . . £19.50

Lightweight, inboard caliper mounting
bracketsy. 5 et uw it 1 R £8

A right angle tacho drive gearbox, available
in a 2:1 reduction ratio, clockwise and anti-
clockwiserotation:. .. ........ ... £28

A helical toothed rack and pinion,
machined to suit customers requirements,
and comprising light alloy case, sturdy
large dia. rack with heat treated teeth and
option of 9- 10- 11 toothed pinion. . . . £70

A threaded adaptor to convert BSP male to
§:BSPmale’: il ae £2.50 each
A gear ratio box for Hewland Mk 8/9 ratio
carries 15 pairs of 2/3 and 4 gear ratios all
on separate pegs and 1 bottom gear lay
shaft and handy pigeon holes for split pins
etc and stout wooden construction . . . £45

Contact David Lazenby at 1 Postmans
Lane, Little Baddow, Essex, Danbury
2787 for mail order service or Race Paris
(UK) Ltd (0491) 37142.




Autosport MARKET PLACE

AUTOCONTI

TUNING
Home of Britain’s Rallycross
Golf, Golf/Scirocco/Passat,

etc. We can offer a fantastic
range for

ROAD, RACE & RALLY

Weber kits including: 28/36/44 IDF, twin 40/45s super cams (also GTI),

suspension including adjustables, roll bars, big valve heads, oil cooler kits,

exhaust manifolds and rear system, lowering service, balancing, long stroke
cranks, dry sump kits, alloy wheels, etc, etc.

We are able to indertake complete car preparation.
JOHN BUTTON, AUTOCONTI
Frome Road, Southwick, Wilts
Tel: Trowbridge 51244

[ SUPERB SCREEN PRINTING FROM |
SIHIVIEISCLEEN

'THE MOTOR RACING PRINTERS

We are the printers for stickers, T-shirts and sweat
shirts, anti-dazzle strips, vehicle liveries
and all forms of motor publicity media.
POWER HOUSE, BACK BRENTWOOD AVE,

JESVMIOND, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
TEL: 0632-815126

MOTO-SCOPE

'Magard rally equipment@® SD cages @ Avo parts
@ Castrol racing oils @ O/S maps @VG 95 pads
@ Schreider suspension @ Potis @ Luke and
Britax harnesses @ Griffin helmets @ Burton
camshafts @ Cibie and Bosch lighting @ Billover
seats

We have moved to:
HIGH STREET, GREAT SMEATON
Near NORTHALLERTON, NORTH YORKSHIRE

Telephone: Great Smeaton 588

Tell us your hose problem We'll

give you theaé\eroquip answer

Goodridge Aeroquip hose is stainless steel braided synthetic rubber or Teflon,
suitable for any vehicle application.

Goodridge Aeroquip hose, designed for aircraft applications are light, flexible,
resistant to high temperature, high pressure, fire, corrosion and abrasion.

A high quality, high performance product used by 90% of the World’s aircraft
and most professional racing car teams ¢

RS v~

A TO: GOODRIDGE (U.K) LTD - DépT.AU_ 13 COLLINS RD - TOTNES - DEVON - TQ9 5J - TEL (0803) 862007

Please send your 1979 catalogue. | enclose Cheque/PO for 50p.
SPECIAL INTEREST
NAME

ADDRESS

SPARES & ACCESSORIES

RELLUMIT

Racing Car Self-Seal
Refuelling Couplings

Contact:
RELLUMIT (UK)LTD
70 STRAIGHT ROAD
OLD WINDSOR, BERKS

Tel: Windsor 63572
Areyoupaying '
too much foryour
Race Spares? /

For New/Secondhand contact
EXPORT RACING COMPONENTS.
10 Marine Avenue,
Canvey Island, Essex.
Tel. Canvey Island (03743) 69200
Varley Green Top £44. Steering Wheels £7.70.
Lucas Master Switches £4.36. Solenoids £3.12.
Sports Coil £6.95. Starter Buttom £2.25. Oil
Hose 70p per ft. Oil fittings from 75p. Camber
Gauges £30. Alignment Gauges £99.45. 6 pt
Harnesses £42. Aeroquip Hose £1.90 per ft.
Dzus fasteners 55p. Terry Springs 65p. Rose
Joints from £1.60. Hewland Spares New/
Secondhand in stock.

TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT

GRAND PRIX
TOOLS LTD

# inch drive
Airguns
Less 20% discount

Station Road Industrial Estate,
; Wallingford, Oxon.
Tel: Wallingford (0491) 39475

Telex: 847872

TRAILERS
BATESON TRAILERS LTD, all sizes, single and twin
axle trailers for sale ‘or hire. Doodfield Works,
Windlehurst Road, Marple, Stockport. Tel: 061-427
2663/7055/6. 5 C
FOUR WHEEL TRAILER, 15 feet long, lights and
ramps, professionally built, £235 ono. Tel: Basildon
44462 evenings. (s

‘CAR TRAILERS, from £50. Towbars supplied and

fitted. All kinds of trailers bought and sold. 2W
trailer, suitable F/Ford, £245, 4W, £350. Trailers
made to order. ‘“Oakhurst”, Fiveoaks Lane,
Chigwell, Essex, near Hainault Golf Course. Tel: 01-
501 2441. ) (52

CAR TRAILER, professionally built, four wheel,
ramps and frame, with awning which fits to side of
trailer to cover car at race meetings. £300 ono. Tel:
01-204 3849. (1

RACING CAR ancu uansporter trailers, components,

accessories, towing brackets. Don Parker “Drivon”
trailers, 113 St John's Hill SW11. Tel: 01-228 7327.
g (TC

WARWICK BROS.

(Alresford) Ltd, Trailer Manufacturers
Acknowledged as the Ieadmg manufacturer of agricul- -

now offer a range of car and car *
transporter trailers.
The Dean, Alresford, Hants.

“tural trailers,

'BORG & BECK CLUTCHES

8 British Rail Red Star, Express Parcel

_ Tel: Alresford 2681.

WANTED
FORD INCLINED VALVE chambered x/f race head.
Mallock 16 or 18 nose, alloy hubs. Tel: 029-573 647.
a

PERFORMANCE
SPARES
CENTRE

SINGLE-TWIN-TRIPLE plate racing
clutches with hubs for all splines
including peg drive.

Also, replacement plates and parts.

LOCKHEED CALIPERS

Front and Rear 4 pots, 90° fix 4 and 2
pot, 2 pot F3 and FF lightweight. Spare
pistons & seals. AP 550 Racing Brake
| Fluid. Ventilated and Solid discs.

FERODO DS11 BRAKE PADS

Large stock of Ferodo DS11 pads to fit.
Lockheed racing calipers.

| SMITH INSTRUMENTS

0-9000, 0-10000 & 0-12000 Tachos
A/V rings & R/A drives. Oil pressuré
switches. Temperature, pressure and
combined gauges.

AEROQUIP

Aeroquip brake lines (pressure tested).
'691/666/600 SS hose with alloy &
teel fittinas etc.

GENERAL SPARES

Varley (Green top 12 volt) .. . . £45.82
VareysiBiVolt)irry s .£23.87
Masta Tyre Pressure Gauge . .
AP Racing Brake Fluid (1 Iltre)
Hookes  gearchange joints

Motolita 10" black wheel
Toothed belt waterpump kit . . .
Ing. & Ext. safety sticker .. ...... 65p
Robinson wire iocking pliers . . . £27.30
Tyraps (34" to 14] per 100 from . £1.60
Stainless steel lockwire (500gms). . . .*

£5.95

Racetape in silver, black, red, yellow,
blue, whiteandgreen. ........ £3.15
Dunlop Tracking Gauge
CamberGauge . . ........... £45.00
Quickcliftdack ™. . dhsur, 1 £38.50
Chassis stands (pair)
ADA corner weight gauge. . . . . £75.00
Varley carryingbox. . ......... £7.95
Girling Master Cylinders . . . . ... £9.75
Hylomarn, Soasiat o st S 80p:
HYIoSII(REV)S - 2% e e i £1.80
Lucas Master Switch . ........ £4.43
Autolec Master Switch . .. . ... £11.68
Bendix Blue Toppump . ...... £24.45
Battery Jackplugs . ......... £25.00
LCD Digital Tyre/Brake temp. meter in
casewith 2probes......... £190.00
Temperature dabs (pktof 10) . . . £3.30
8 Ampliversal Terminals Kit. . . £28.00
Also: Dzus fasteners, cushioned tube
clamps, Dowty seals, Kaylock lock-
nuts, Nyloc nuts, Loctite, WD,
Spherex, assembly compounds, tie
down straps, Terry springs, Kimwipes
Blue Roll, starter and electrical cables,
Ampliversal terminais, S.S. hose clips,
etc, etc.
PHONE OR WRITE FOR FREE PRICE

LIST. ALL" PRICES EXCLUDE
VAT/POST & PACKING.

U.K. SALES

Goeds sent by post, parcel, COD,

service, etc.

EXPORT SALES

By airfreight, air parcel post, etc.

No parking problems either outside or

in our-car park. Nearest underground

Ravenscourt Park (District Line)

400yds.

AMERICAN EXPRESS, BARCLAY &

ACCESS CARDS ACCEPTED.
T e AT S

PERFORMANCE SPARES
CENTRE

20A, PADDENSWICK ROAD.
LO N W6

Tel: 01-748 0237 & 01-748 1338

Telex: 25247 att. RGC




Autosport MARKET PLACE

WHEELS & TYRES WHEELS AND TYRES |

AMERICAN STREET TYRES, some almost wide
enough to race or I6ts with regular white sidewalls
or raised letters. Contact DP Motors of Leicester.
Tel: 0533 834343 or 832584. (Tc

ITS TYRE BARGAIN TIME

155x13
Dunlop S.P. Sports Tubeless from £14.50
155x13
Dunlop S.P. 4 Tubeless from £11.90
165 x12

Tubeless Textile from

" MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE

UK. DISTRIBUTORS — DUNLOP WHEELS

* Bolt-on wires * Knock-on wires * Wide steel *
Alloy * Trailer * Light commercial * Motor cycle

rims * Formula Ford * Supersiot * Wolfrace *.

. Exacton * Prototypes * Specials * Full service and
repair faciliies available for all wire and steel
wheels, including vintage * Exchange service *
Fitting and balancing an premises.

£10.90

71 JEDOO ROAD, LONDON W12 9ED
01-749 1391/743 3532 24-hows Ansafone
Mon to Thurs 3am-1pm, 2pm-5.30pm. Fri 9.5, Sat 9-12.

145x13 5

Tubeless Textile from £11.50

165x13

Pirelli Cints Tubeless from
65x14

Pirelli Cints Tubeless from £15.90

185/70x 14

Dunlop S.P. 4 Tubeless from £19.00

£12.50

L

JAG TYRES
Dunlop Tubeless from £30.00

SAVE! SAVE! SAVE! AT
FIVEWAYS

TYRES LIMITED
1PAGE STREET,MILLHILL,

WARREN PEARCE
MOTORS

for either competition or road use
bring this ad along for “unbeat-
able” discount.
57159 South St, Epsom, Surrey.
Tel: Epsom 28079

WIDE OVALS £23:00
175/70 x 13 Firestone Tubeless from £16.5(
TRIALS TYRES (Sporting & Production) 165 SR x
15 Tubeless Semperit M401 Steel from  £16.00
All tyres fully guaranteed and prices exclude VAT. |
Flectronic Wheel Balancing, Pucture repair_ser-
vice and free technical advice.

nALg1 ;\(23533538‘1 e are considering competing in FF1600 or F3, contact: \
ol ok 60 Swal Claw from. | 11/ 220,00 THE JAGUAR SPECIALISTS DENNIS RUSHEN OR ROBIN GREEN IMMEDIATELY |
185/70 x 13 Tubed Dunlop SP RS Rally frog-l ARE STOCKISTS FOR TeI: Wyndom (0953) 60481 8 ;
| 185/70 x 13 Tubed Dunlop RM and SE from REVOLUTION WHEELS |

RUSHEN GREEN RACING
2nd PHILIPS — 3rd DUNLOP STAR OF TOMORROW
3rd, 4th TOWNSEND THORESON — 5th equal, 5th equal
Dunlop Star of Tomorrow 1
4

We would like to thank everybody who helped us in the 1978
season, especially

DAVID McCELLAND
TREVOR TEMPLETON
MIKE THACKWELL

Our Mechanics: BOB, MICK, JOE, TERRY and JOHN :
RALPH FIRMAN — Van Diemen |
DOUG & ALAN WARDROPPER — Scholar Engines |
!

|

Our Drivers:

JOHN KIRKPATRICK, JIM RUSSELL — RDS
Snetterton
JOHN COLE, Snetterton Circuit Ltd.

Champion, Dunlop, Goodyear, March Engineering, Engine
Developments, Rapid Movements, Croland Signs, Keith
Leighton, Johnny Roeland and . . . Autosport.

We will shortly be finalising our plans for 1979, so if you

Norwich (0603) 54069 (home)

RACE PARTS (UK) LTD

Peter Bloore Racing

STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 10 NORTH END PARADE
WALLINGFORD, OXON NORTH END ROAD, LONDON W14

WALLINGFORD (STD 0491) 37142/37740 Tel: 01-602 4677/8

RACE PARTS AND RACEWEAR. Varley Batteries. Green Top £46. White Top £45. Aeroquip Brake
Kits 4 lines £25. American Aeroquip Hose and Fittings. Smiths Rev Counters and Cables. Oil
Pressure_Gauges. W/Temp_Gauges, O and W Gauge Combined. Dzus_Fasteners. Lucas and
1Autolec Master Switches. Willans 6pt. harness from £56. Large stock of Rose Joints and Ampex £33
each. Joints. Ford Side Mounted Dry Sump Pumps £55. Dry Sump Tanks £28. Dry Sumps £33 each
(exch.) Remote Oil Filters £6.80. Serck Oil Coolers, all sizes from £8.50. Oil Stats and Sandwich
.Plates, Hoses, Adaptors and Fittings. Toothed Belt Water Pump Kits £19. Masta Tyre Pressure
-Gauge £9.25. S/Seater Steering Wheels, 10in from £8.50. Ferodo DS11 Pads for all Alloy Calipers
¢incl Cooper, Cooper S, Escort and Sprite, Sperex VHT Paint £2.20 Competition Number Sets £8.25
per 100. Vandervell Bearings. Terry Comp Valve Springs. Borg and Beck Clutches and Plates.
‘Sintered Single and T/Plate and HD for Escorts, Minis, etc. Full range of Tools, Proto, Bondhus,
Repco. All Champion Racing Plugs from 75p. NGK Race plugs from 90p. Plug leads and Caps.
Lockheed Calipers 2 pot and 4 pot. Lickheed and Girling Master Cylinders. Tyraps £3 per hundred.
Ign. and Ext. Decal 65p. Tyre valves £1.20. Bilsom Ear Muffs £4.25. Quick Lift Jacks £45 and £15.
Full range of Racewear and Griffin Helmets. Stainless Locking Wire £4.95 per roll. Bendix Pumps..
fBlue Top, Red Top, Silver Top and Solid State. Hyloma 80p. Gas Fluxers £82. Body pip pins, Battery
Jack Plugs £20. Ardrox Crack Testing Kits £8. 7in, 8in, 9in & 103in s/seater spnngs from £13.50.
F/Ford Exhausts, £45. F/Ford and 2000 airboxes, £25. Tyre Temp meters, £67. Chronometric rev
counters 12,000 rpm, £65. Alloy fuel tanks, foam filled, 3 and 6 gallons, from £35. Hewland gears
and parts in stock. Dreadnought 5 KG & 2} KG. Ext kits & refills from £25. Camber gauges £45
- Wheel, weight checking gauge £59. Pit Trolley £580° !
LoED PARTS: Twin Cam Steel Rods x 15 eaun. Maich 76 Cockoit £40. FT Ratios fron: £10.. Koni
Dampers £60 each. FG Link Anchor Plates £10. 2 S/S Bag Tanks £80. 85.6mm BDA Pistons £25
set. BDA large Valves £1 each. Cosworth Springs £1 pair. 1 set G54 F3 tyres, new, best offer. Used
F3 G50 from £10. March FVC up and over exhausts £60. Choice of 2 — March 73 Monocoque
£300 and £175. Virtually complete kit of parts for 77/78 March Atlantic car — phone for details.
Hewland FT200 inboard brakes rebuilt, complete with discs Atlantic spec, £800. 2 FG 400 and 1
FGA, all rebuilt from £750. March 77B side pods and skirts, new, £120. Toyota F3 starter, new,
£150.
ONE F/F 2000 G/BOX, COMPLETELY REBUILT. £585.
24-hour Ansafone—COD service available—Export enquiries welcomed. Prices EXCLUDING VAT and

Postage. USED PARTS WALLINGFORD ONLY. TELEX: 847872

The gas from your fire extinguibhing

ROD END AND
) SPHERICAL |
BEARINGS 222 S

Stockists of rosejoints
Spa House, 15-17, Worple Road,
Wimbledon, LONDON SW19 4JS
Telephone 01-947 8247 (4 lines) A

7I)e woildé
SAFEST
racewear

Made from FPT, a

DELLORTO
arburettors

As fitted to many of the world$ top performance cars.
Competitive performance T

at a competitive price.
Send 10p stamp to cover \
postage for a free sticker
and leaflet.

NAME
ADDRESS

Also distributors of
Griffin Helmets
Sabre Life Support Systems
Metcom Intercoms
Piranha Ignition
Dzus Fasteners

Types ‘PRF’ and ‘SS’ use
alrcraft-type turn buckle

extinguisher may be toxic.
Fireater in-car systems

only use Halon 1301
which has half the toxicity
of other commonly used
extinguishants—insist.on
Fireater to be really safe.

as recommended by FIA.
material exclusive *
to Linea Sport. it
costs a little more
but gives a great
deal more pro-
tection than ANY
other suit on the
market.

Hand made by experts
for professionals.

Outstanding value.

Unsurpassed for safety.

FREE

New colour brochure. i
Send SAE (12p) to: |
Gordon Spice Ltd.,

12a, Central Trading !
Estate, Staines, ;
Middx., TW18 4UX. ‘



Autosport MARKET PLACE

LARK TYRE TEMPERATURE PYROMETER WITH
DIGITAL | reapout

-Motor Racing these days is all about tyres
working correctly, each season a considerable
proportion of your budget goes on tyres. Make
the most of this expense and at the same
time give your driver the best chance possible
~ of making his chassis work. The Lark Pyro-
meter will tell you at a glance if your tyres are
achieving an even temperature spread. Over-
heated tyres don’t work and ultimately destroy
themselves, tyres like engines need to be
finely tuned. The Lark Pyrometer will pay for
itself within the season and achieves results in 1978 can-Am Champion

all classes from F1 through to F Ford, Sports Alan Jones says: LARK
and Saloon cars. PYROMETER was invaluable

ot aic i’ during my test, practice and
The Pyrometer, with its compact design and race programme this season.

instant digital readout which is particularly clear  Once tried you will never be
in bright direct sun light is an essential part of a  without the Pyrometer.
driver’'s and chief mechanic’s race kit. It comes

‘with quality red leather carrying case and data

log pad, plus one year’s warranty.

The Lark pyrometer puts tyre temperature testing into
the 20th century, place your order now for Jan-Feb
delivery, by writing or calling Pat Franzen on 09237
(Rickmansworth) 79093. State preference for Fahrenheit
or Centigrade.

Exclusive UK and European Agent Available mail order only

LARK FACTORS LTD, 107 High St., Rickmansworth, Herts WD 31AQ

EEEECEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
cutoutandpostto:  Classified Advertisement Form

AUTOSPORT ADVERTISING, 76 DEAN ST, LONDON, W1
LINEAGE: Prepaid rate, 10p per word. Minimum charge £2.50.

Box numbers (U.K.) £3 extra. (overseas) £4, replies by Airmail Name
WE REGRET NO ALTERATIONS, CANCELLATIONS OR REFUNDS
POSSIBLE. Address

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY: £2.50 per single column centimetre, minimum
space 5¢cms £12.50.

You may telephone your advertisement any time, by dialing 01-439

6016. An answering service is in operation evenings and weekends.

Telephoned advert%sements will be invoiced on publication at 21 Cheque/PO value enclosed fo.r (no.
pence per word, minimum charge £5.25 for 25 words. Advertisements of weeks)

received by 5pm Monday will appear in same week's issue.

Owing to the specialised nature of these advertisements, it is essential Heading

to submit TYPEWRITTEN COPY or LEGIBLE CAPITAL LETTERING.

£3.00
£3.50
£4.00
£4.50
£5.00

Autosport

Autosport Advertising, Room C.2. 76 Dean Street, London W1A 1BU. Telephone: 01-439 6016.
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Autosport DIRECTORY

for entries in this y
telephone 01-439 6016

Directory

Asarth-Fiat Motor Sales, Gt. West Road. Brentford, Middlesex.
—017-560-4111

Abbey Heat Treatments, (Sulfinuz Salt Bath Nightrding for
“rankshafts etc) Haslemere Industnal Estate. Ravensbury Terrace
tarishield SW.18 4SD—01-947 6559

AWJ Developments Ltd.. Pershore Trading Estate. Pershore
Moecester. WR10 2DD—Pershore (STD 03865) 3494

LET Engineering Ltd., (Turbocharger Specialists). Calder Vale
~ausinal Estate, Calder Vale Road, Horbury, Wakefield WF4 S5ER
— =orbury (STD 0924) 274555 s
Aigra Engineering Co. (Engine Builders), 63 Foundry Lane,
D.naee, Scotland— Dundee 44207

Upina BMW UK Concessionaires Alpina Automotive Ltd.,
=rshore Trading Estate. Station Road. Pershore. Worcestershire,
¥R10 20D — Pershore (STD 038 65) 2167

ipollo Race and Rally Wear, 10-12 Barwick Street, Birm

sgham 3—021-236 4000

irch Motors Ltd., Redwongs Trading Estate, Redwongs Way
«unungdon, Cambridgeshire—0480 54502/51116

irian Racing Limited (Mazda Rotary specialists), 135-136
taslemere, Light Industries, Haste Hill, Haslemere., Surrey—
1aslemere 4881

\uriga Racing Engines. Brise Yard, Rowhill Road, Wilmington,
lent DA2 7QQ—Swanley 60152

\utomedia Ltd., (Printers & Suppliers of Promotionwear) 25
/écztgr;a Street, Loughborough LE11 2EW — (0509) 213063/
| 5

.utobahn (BMW) Motors; Wyndham Road. London SE5
—01-703 3859

\utofarm, 5 Hill Avenue, Amersham, Bucks. — Amersham
02403) 21112

.utosprint, 214 Livery Street; Birmingham—021-236-5133

3

| W. E. Banks & Sons Ltd., St. Guthlac's Lodge, Crowland,
eterborough, PE6 0JP—Peterborough 0733 210316

3erec (Varley Batteries) Ltd., Chandos Road. North Acton,
ondon NW10 6NF---01-961-3993 Telex 8951668 A member
f the Berec Group of Companies.

3racey Price MotorSport Centre, 113/118 Heath Road,
‘wickenham, Middx—01 892 1500/3540 Telex 847777 Mosport
irensec Racing (Reynard FF & FF2000 Sales & Hire). The
natched Cottage, Oxford Square, Watchfield, Swindon, Wilts. —
windon (0793) 782053

3ritish Motor Racing Marshals Club, 10 Church Drive,
Jorth Harrow, Middlesex, HA2 7NW—01-863 2496

irooks Hopkins Racing. 12 Douglas House, Maida Avenue,
ittle Venice, London W.2—01-584-4573 or 01-402-2856
jurton Performance Centre, 621-631 Eastern Avenue,
ford. Essex, IG2 6PN - 01-554 2281

ritover (Continental) Ltd., Cibie U.K. Ltd., Stewkley Hoad.
oulbury, Leighton Buzzard, Beds., LU7 OEQ—Soulbury 511/4
elex 826644

>ampagnolo Wheels—See Magard

sensus Competition Centre Ltd., (Stockists of New &
lecondhand Rallyesport Equipment) 8 Claremont Road, Seaford,
;ussex—Seaford (0323) 892307

‘hampion Sparking Plug Co. Ltd., PO Box 7, Great South
vest Road, Feltham, Middlesex, TW14 OPN—O01-759 6442
‘handler Ibec International Ltd., 5-7 Marshaisea Road,
ondon, SE1 1EF—01-407 8000

omet Race Hire, (Formula Ford 1600), ‘Clemmens’, Stone
treet, Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent—Plaxtol (073276) 542
~ompetition Wheels Ltd., Unit 1, Leafield Industrial Esta‘e,
“orsham, Wilts.—Hawthorne (0225) 810083

ompetition Engine Services, 361 Bath Road. Cippenham,
lough—Burnham 66914

omponents Automotive Ltd., (Compomotive Wheels)
Jilliamson Street, Wolverhampton — Wolverhampton (0902)
5128 Telex: 338726

. P. Engineering, Brise Yard, Row Hill Road. Wilmington.
artford, Kent—Swanley 65899

osworth Engineering Ltd.. St. James' Mill Road. North-
npton, NN§ 5JJ—Nortnampton (STD 0604) 51802

rossle Car Company Ltd., Rorys Wood, Holywood, Co. Down,
| Ireland— (STD 0232) 63332

TG Racing Developments Fabrication Services, 8 Telford
oad. Ferndown Industrial Estate, Wimborne, Dorset —Ferndown
STD 0202) 871102

)

)elta Race Cars (Horseless Carnage Co.) 10 Wilbury Grove,
iove Sussex, BN3 3JP—Brighton 722110 (STD 0273)

)avron Racing Components (Engine Tuners and Reynard
istributors), Chackmore Farm Road, Maids Morton, Buckingham
1K18 1RD—Buckingham (02802) 3920

)ealer Opel Team, Tong Park Automotive Ltd, Airedale
uildings, Main Street. Tong Park. Baildon, Shipley, West
orkshire, BD17 7QZ—Shipley (STD 0274) 592003

)ellorto Carburettors, UK concessionaires Dellorto con-
essionaires, 13 Boult Street, Fleaqu7 Berkshire. RG1 4RD—
eading (STD 0734) 598955 Telex 847786

)erek Edwards Trailer-Hire, 38 The Glade, Shirley, Croydon,
urrey—01-654 8612 .

yiamond Engineering Co.. The Opening, Coadicote, Herts—
0438) 820888—Comprehensive Fastener Supplies (HT Bolts.
ocket Screws, Nyloc Nuts, Rose-Joints) 3
rummonds Motors, Stockton on Forest, York — (0904)

191
)TV Vauxhall Sportsparts see Magara.

:
lden Racing Cars, c/o H. E. Drake Ltd., 709 Princes Road.

dartford, Kent—Dartford 21131-2
:ric Rawlins & Co. Ltd. (Competition Insurance) 25 Glebe

Swweet. Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 THL— (STD 0782) 49111

.

snathan Gee Promotions and PR —See Power Promotions

no PR

. G. S. Engines. Gaston Garage Services. Guildford Road
Serey—Craniesgh 2898

Gomm Metal Developments Ltd., Manor Way. Old Woking,
Surrey GU22 34X Wokina (STD 048 62) 64876

Gordon Spice Ltd., 124 Cenual Trading Estate. Staines,
Middlesex. TW18 4UY  Staines (STD 81, 50221

G?S Wheels, 85 Market Street, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicester-
shire—05304 5074

Grand Prix Metalcratt, Ihane Works. Ihane Villas, Seven
Sisters Road. London, N7 01 609 0384 0389

GTI Engineering, Richard Lloyd Racing Ltd . Unit 9. Silverstone
Circuit, Towcester, Northants NN12 8TL —(0327) 857037
Grand Prix Tools Ltd., Station Road Industnal Estate, Walling-
ford. Oxon  Wallingford (STD 0491) 39475

Stuart Graham Motors, Broomhall, Nantwich, Cheshire—
Aston 300

H

Haggispeed Racing, 37 Astbury Avenue. Parkstone. Poole,
Dorset, BH12 50U  Bournemouth (STD 0202) 529227
Harper High Performance Motoring Centre, 19 St
Barnabas Road. Middlesbrouah. Cleveland 88188 & 83445
Steve Harris Motor Engineers, 3 Crane Street. Cranbourne.
Near Wimborne. Dorset. BH21 5QD (07254) 376

Hawke Racing Cars Ltd., Municipal Airport, Southend-on-Sea,
Essex. SS2 6YL - Southend-on-Sea (STD 0702) 48601

Jeff Heselwood, International Motor Racing, Silvermere Farm
Estate, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 1DX— Cobham 4968/5888

I

Insurance—G. H. Spinks, 16A High Street North, East Ham,
E.6—01-472 3301/3302

Ingliston motor racing circuits, near Edinburgh, Scotscircuits Ltd.,
National Bank Chambers. Duns, Berwickshire, Scotland— Duns
(STD 036 12) 3724

Charles lvey Engineering (Porsche Specialists), 160 Hurling-
ham Road. London SW6—01-731 3612

Image Race Hire. (see Image Race Cars Ltd.)

Image Race Cars Ltd., Super Shell Building, Goodwood
Motor Circuit, Chichester, Sussex, PO18 OPH - - Chichester
(STD 0243) 527040. Telex: 86588 Gocair

J

J & D Motors, Stockists Motolita steering wheels, 323 Goswell
Road. Islington (Nr. Angel), London, E.C.1—01-837 7250
Jemwood Cars Ltd., Silvermere Farm Estate, Cobham, Surrey,
KT11 1DX- Cobham (266) 4968

Graham Jones Motor Sport, (P.R. & Team Management)
20 Pycroft Close, Bitterne, Southampton, Hants SO2 7QE—
(day) (evening) 447560

Jubilee Race Hire, 223 Rayleigh Road, Thundersley, Essex—
Southend-on-Sea 558419

K

Roy Kennedy (Race Hire and Preparation Specialists) Engineer’s
Way, Wembley, Middx.—01-902 6070 or Uxbridge 51006
Kent Automotive Castings Ltd., Eurolink Industrial Centre,
Sittingbourne. Kent -~ Sittingbourne (0795) 76333

Kerrs Kar Parts (Leyland S.T. Stockists), 568-623 Foleshill
Road, Coventry, Warwickshire—0203 87932

Jack Knight (Developments) Ltd., Butts Road. Woking,
Surrey, GU21 1JX —Woking (STD 04862) 64326

L

lan Lines Rallying, Atlantic Garage, Weston-Super-Mare,
Somerset—0934 26208

Lodge Corner Agencies, Motor Rating Services, Preparation
& Promotion, Glover Street Garage. Crewe. Cheshire—
0270 56435

Lola Cars Ltd., Glebe Road. St. Peter's Hiil, Huntingdon.
Cambrnidgeshire, PE18 7DS— Huntingdon (STD 0480) 51301

™M

Magard Ltd., 372 East Park Road, Leicester LE5 S5AY—
0533 730831 Telex ‘Magard’ 34694

Mallock Racing, (Mallock U2 Racing Manufacturers), The
Grove, Roade, Northants—Roade 863504 factory (day),
Roade 862416 office (eves).

Maniflow & Co. (Hand Built Exhaust Systems), St. Paul's
Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire—0722 5378

Manx Auto Developments, (BMW and Rally Preparation),
Worthing Park, Basingstoke, Hants RG23 8P2—Basingstoke
(0256) 58328

Markian (Northern) Racing. (Race Hire, Accessories. Sales
Preparation), 25 Hilltop Road, Grappenhall, Warnngton  (0925)

Marquiss Transporters, West End, West Calder, West Lothian,
Scotland - West Calder (050 687) 515

M & H Racemaster Racing Tyres., International and Trade
enquiries, 28 Maultway Crescent, Camberley, Surrey— Camberley
29918 Telex 858842 UK Sales 082-369 399

Manx Racing Developments, Bratch Lane, Dinton, Nr.
Salisbury, Wilts.-- Telfont 305

Maxperenco Products Ltd., Richs Sidings, Lower Broadway,
Didcot, Oxfordshire — Didcot 814 564

Merlyn Colchester Racing Developments Ltd., Station
Road, Lawford, Manningtree, Essex—Manningtree 4343/4344
Telex 987160

Midland Race Hire Ltd., 14 Lime Close, Syston, Leicester
— Leicester (0533) 605722

Mike the Pipe, 128 Stanley Park Road, Wallington, Surrey—
01-669 1719

Minilite Wheels - see Tach Del Ltd.

Minister Racing Engines, Unit F, Burnham Trading Estate,
Burnham Road. Dartford, Kent  Dartford 28342

Mocal -See Think Automotive

Moodies, (Charter of Double Decker Catering Buses to Race
Meetings) 3 Sandrock, Haslemere, Surrey—0428-4310

Motor Racing Promotions, West End Farm. Bitteswell.
Leicester—Litterworth 4667 (Eves)

N
Nelson Engine Services, Soho Garage, Studley, Nr. Calne,
Wiltshire—Calne 815929

N.G.K. Spark Plugs U.K. Ltd.. 24 Burnt Mill Harlow. Essex
CM20 2JW - Harlow (0279) 418321

[o}
Oselli Engine Services, Ferry Hinksey Road. Osney, Oxford
0X2 0BY— Oxford (0865) 48100

Page & Moy Ltd., 136-138 London Road. Leicester, LE2 1TEN—
Leicester (STD 0533) 552521 or 542000

Don Parker “'Drivon’” Trailers, 113 St. John's Hill, London,
SW11 - 01-228 7327

P.C.A. Motorsport, Peter Clark Autos Lid., Carleton New Rd.,
Skipton, North Yorkshire—Skipton 5531

Piranha Ignition, Piranha Sales, 12a Central Trading Estate,
Staines, Middx. —Staines (0784) 50221
Pitstop Accessories (Engine Special

Alec Poole Ltd. (Parts Export Std. & Comp.), 43 High
Street. Long Crendon. Buckinghamshire, HP 18 SAL -Long
Crendon (STD 0844) 208057 -

Power Promotions and PR, York House. 17 Charwood Road.
Wokingham. Berkshire. RG11 1RY Wokingham (STD 0734)
780626

David Price Racing. 113/118 Heath Road. Twickenham,
Middlesex -01 892 1500 3540 3
P.R.S. International Racing Team, Lemsford Lane, Welwyn
Garden City, Herts—(07073) 36606

R
Race Parts (UK) Ltd, 10 North End Parade. North End Road.
kondon W14—01-602 4677/8

acetape, Patrick Stephenson Ltd.,, 66 Loampit Val
dacatape pit Vale, London,
Rally Equipe (Bury), Bolton Street, Bury, Lancs., BL9 —
(STD 061761) 1178 g
Rallyesport Centre Ltd., Unit 1134, Bath Trading Estate, 41
Norwood Road. Herne Hill, London, SE24 9AL

—-01-674 3390
Rawlson Ltd., (Barry Sheppard) Coombe Valley Road, Dover,

Kent CT17 OEW—Dover 207444. (207494 after hours)
Reynard Racing Cars, 20-22 St Johns Street, Bicester, Oxon.
(08692) 42615

Geoff Richardson Engineering Ltd. (Racing Engines),
12 Industrial Estate, Kimbolton Airfield, Huntingdon, Cambridge
shire, PE18 OHU - Kimbolton 048-084 733

Thos. Richfield & Son Ltd., (Speedo & Brake Cable Repairs),
8 Broadstone Place, Baker Street, London, W1H 4AL —
01-935 0402

Ripspeed International Ltd., 424-426 Hertford Road, Edmon
ton. London N.9 — 01-804 0425 (Competition-Mini-Ford
Experts) Export Specialists

Rivet Supply Co. Ltd., Power Road, Chiswick, London W.4
5PP—01-994 0102/4

John Robinson Racing Services, The Stables. Church Street
Brixworth. Northampton 0604 880963

Rostron Racing Cars Ltd., Nimbus, Bimbury Lane, Stockbury
Sittingbourne, Kent—Maidstone 38130/30774

Royale Racing Ltd., Unit 70, The Airfield, Little Staughton,
Beds.—Colmworth 506 & 509

Rushen Green Racing. Browick Road, Wymondham, Norfolk,
-—0953-604818 (Days) or Norwich (0603) 54069 (Eves,

S

Sabre Automotive Ltd., (Racing Fabrication and Sheet-
Metalwork) 20-22 St Johns Street, Bicester, Oxon, OX6 7SP
—Bicester (STD 08692) 42615

Safety Devices, 176 Exning Road. Newmarket. Sutfolk CB8
OAF-. (06 38)61421 4

Sark Racing Ltd., Unit H, Houndswood, Harper Lane, Radlett,
WD7 7HU—Radlett 3041 or 01-489 5370

Saracen Engineering Ltd., Tower Garage, Wrotham Hill,
Wrotham, Kent. TN15 7NS—Fairseat (STD 0732) 823548
Swanley 63516 evenings

Scholar Auto Developments, Bui'ding 25, Martlesham Heath,
loswich. Suffolk—-Kesarave (STD 047-362) 2855

Scorpion Racing Services, High Street, Amesbury, Wilts—
Amesbury 2690

750 Motor Club, General Secretary, Dave Bradley, 16 Wood-
stock Road, Witney, Oxon, 8X0O 6T—Witney 2285

SICLI--see Magard

Silverscreen. Power House, Back Brentwood Avenue.
Jesmond, Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE2 3DB—(0632) 815126
Slot Left (Competition Specialists) Ford Rallye Sport, AVO and
BDA Stockists—Hendrew Lane, Llandevaud, Gwent—Penhow

555

Sparton Engineering Ltd., 1 Farleigh Court Rd, Warlingham.
Surrey—Upper Warlingham 4129

Second hand Parts and Rally Equipment (S.P.A.R.E.S.) 15
Staines Road West, Sunbury, Middlesex-—Sunbury 83346

Alan Smith Garages (Gearboxes) Ltd., Manchester Road
Derby  (STD 0332) 40606

Gordon Smith Engineering Ltd., Bromsgrove Road. Hales-
owen, Birmingham (STD 021-550) 3211 1

Specialised Engines, Manorway Industral Estate, Bridge Road.
Gravs. Essex Gravs Thurrock 78606

Specialised Exhaust Systems, 50 Holly Road, Twickenham,
Middlesex—01-891 3778

Spitfire Racing Ignition Systems. Unit 1, Priory Road, Aston
Birmingham—021-474-4837

Sportspares Ltd., 143 Rochdale R —

761) 2006 oad, Bury, Lancs— (061-
S.R.G. Renault Competition Centre, (Parts and Preperationj.
Saffron Road, Biggleswade—0767 313082

Suron Racing (Racing Wheels Tyres), The Coach House.
Church Road, Burstow. Horley, Surrey  Smallfield 2869
Suspension Services, Ongar Road, Writtle, Chelmsford. Essex
-—(0245) 421929

Swindon Racing Engines Ltd., Crampton Road. Greenbridge
Estate. Swindon, Wiltshire, SN3 3JJ Swindor (STD 0793,
31321

3p

Colin Taylor Productions, Ashgrove, Chevening Lane.
Knockholt, Kent—09595 3268

T.C. Racing Ltd.. (Hermes Racing Cars) 24 Melford Meadows
Green Lane, Thetford Norfolk—Thetford 61705

Team Schemes Ltd., (Tee Shirts) 5 Stoneleigh Park Road
Ewell, Epsom, Surrey—01 394 2228

Tech Del Ltd., 32-36 Telford Way, Brunel Road, Aclon, London
W3 7XD-—01-743 0103

Think Automotive Ltd.. 292 Worton Road. Isleworth. Middie
sex, TW7 6EL--01 568 1172

Tiga Racing Cars, Tim Schenken-Howden Ganley Engineering.
47 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks.—Reading
(0734) 470569

Titan Cars Ltd., The Harley Works, Paxton Hill, St. Neots,
Cambridgeshire, PE19 4RA—Huntingdon (STD 0480) 74402
Ton Tyres, 4350 Quarry Hill, Tonbridge, Kent—(0732) 353333
T.M.S. Car Accessories, 10/12 Derwent Close. Warndon
Worcester—(0905) 21146

v

Van Diemen International Racing Services Ltd., Chalk
Road, Snetterton. Norwich—Quidenham (095387) 270

Varley Dry Accumulators Ltd., Alfreds Way. Barking, Essex
1G11 0TB—01-594 3346, Telex 8951668 A member of the
Berec Group of Companies

Volkswagen Motor Sport Parts and Preparation See
GTI Engineering

w

Edward Lewis, Westover Driving Shoes, Westover Works.
Stenson Street, St. James, Northampton, NN5 5ED—(STD 0604
52237

Weber Carburettors (U.K.) Concessionaires, Dolphin Ra
Sunbury-on-Thames. Middlesex—Sunbury-on- Thames (09327

88805
Will Sparrow Ltd., Kinwarton Farm Road. Kinwarion. Alcesier

Warwickshire. 42 6EH—Alcester 3656
y Hearness.




- The winning ways of the Patrick MotorSport Mini 1275 GT
and its driver Richard Longman, clinched outright victory in the
1978 British Saloon Car Championship.

You'll also find Patrick Motors Group are winners off the
track too. As Distributors for the entire range of BL and
Vauxhall Cars. And as Unipart and ST
Parts Distributors for the Birmingham

and Bournemouth areas. m

AUSTIN MORRIS ROVER TRIUMPH DAIMLER JAGUAR VAUXHALL t ® k
5/’4' PARTS

HEAD OFFICE:
Patrick Motors Group, Patrick House, 180 Lifford Lane, Birmingham.
Telephone: 021-459 4471. Branches throughout the Birmingham area.

ST PARTS:

Dawlish Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham. Tel: 021-472 5331.

Westover Motors, Castle Lane, Bournemouth. Tel: (0202) 510201.

VAUXHALL IN GREAT MALVERN: BIRMINGHAM &
Patrick Motors Link Top, 10 Moorlands Road; Great Malvern. BOURNEMOUTH

Tel: (068 45) 3336/7 or 62645 ~




