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M-Sport man aims to bounce back on Rally Mexico
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By David Evans

Elfyn Evans needs
to kick-start
his World Rally
Championship
challengein
Mexico this
week after what
the Welshman
admits has been
a‘rubbish’ start
to the season.
The M-Sport Ford
Fiestastarislooking
toignitehis WRC
challenge after
two difficult
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g Evanssaid: “We
have a really good
chance on Rally

Mexico, and we
need to takeit.”
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Welsh M-Sport star aims to get his 2018

ByDavid Evans

Elfyn Evansis looking to
reverse whathasbeena
miserable start to the season
so far by targeting victory at
this week’s Rally Mexico.

The M-Sport Ford World Rally
Team driver has struggled to
makeany impacton hisreturnto
the World Rally Championship’s
frontline after a brace of
punctures spoiled his chances
of aresultin Monte Carloand
Sweden. Evansarrivesin Leon
10thinthetable on eight points
after recoveringto sixth onround
oneinMonte Carloand non-
scoringin Sweden lastmonth.

Onboth events, Evans’ early
problems lefthim at the front
of thefield runningin adverse
conditions. The same cannot be
said at Mexico this week, where
heand co-driver Dan Barritt will
runeighth ontheroad.

“Whenit’shotand drythere’s
always going tobe an element of
road cleaning,” the Ford Fiesta
WRCdrivertold MN. “Running
firston theroadis certainly not
goingtobe great [for pointsleader
Thierry Neuville]-the second
pass will bea challenge as well.
Wesaw thisin Mexicolast year.
It’simportant we get aresult this
week and we’re going out there to
look to change things around.”

Reflectingon hisstarttothe
season, Evans offers a blunt
assessment, adding: “It’'sbeen
arubbish starttobehonest.

We showed we had the speed

in Monte, especially laterinthe
event. We have to stay optimistic,
the puncture in Monte was,
Ithink,unlucky. The [puncture]
in Sweden? OK, there wasno
rock there on therecce, but we
took quiteabigcut. Sweden
wasaso-soevent. Butnow
we’relookingforward.”

Lasttime Evans competed
inthe Americas, helostaRally

An early puncture meant Evans non-scored in Sweden

Argentinavictory by 0.7sto
Neuville. Heknowsa winis
needed tolifthimbackintoa
titlerace where he already
languishes 33 points behind
thetable-topping Belgian.
“Realistically, we have to go out
theretargetingthe win,” Evans
said. “We’ve talked about this so
many timesand I'll say to you
againthatit’s very easytosithere
and talk about winning a round of
the World Rally Championship,
it’ssomethingelse goingand
doingit. We have an opportunity
in Mexicoand we have to takeit,
butalotof things have tofallinto
place for that successtocome.
We’re going with the view of
doingthebestjobwecanandI
don’t see any reason why we can’t
[win]. Weneed to get the season
going, thisisagood placetogo
andkick-start our year.”
Evansscored hisfirst WRC win
on his penultimate event with the
DMACK team last year on Wales
Rally GB, and this week will be his
first time competingon gravelina
Michelin-shod, current-spec
World Rally Car. Having twice
finished fourth on the roads
around Guanajuato, Evans
admitted he waslooking forward
tohisfirsttime onthelooseas
number two to Sebastien Ogierin
M-Sport’smain team.
“Mexico’saneventIenjoy,” he

thwarted Elfyn Evans’ run in Mexico last season

said. “Last year was a tricky one,
wehad an engine penalty [five-
minute penalty for changinghis
Fiesta WRC’sengine ahead of the
firststage] early on, butI've had
some pretty goodresultsin
Mexico. The stages are quite
technical, but they flow nicely
and they’re quite quick.

“This year managingthetyres
couldbe quite tricky. We were
abletouse the soft [compound]
tyresonthe morninglooplast
year, butIdon’tthink it’s going
tobeanythinglikeascool asit
waslasttime.

“Thetemperatures arelooking
settobearound 30 degrees, so
maybeit’llbea case of usingthem
aspartof acrossed [withhard
tyre] package. We’ve gotless tyres
thanlast time, sowe’llhave tobe
careful, but with 16 hard tyres,
there’s enough to take four hards
on Friday and Saturday
afternoon and possibly a full set
on Sunday.”

Evanstested both compounds
for Mexico in Spain last week and
was the only M-Sportdriver to
enjoy two full days of preparation
before winter arrived in Almeria
(seesidebar).

Theroutefor Rally Mexico
hasevolvedinrecent yearsand
Evansissorrytoseethedecline of
some of thelonger-length stages.
Two yearsago, crews tackled the
50-mile Guanajuatito testand
last season there was a 35-miler
in ElChocolate, but thistime the
longest test—ashortened version
of El1Chocolate-doesn’teven
make20milesat19.53.

“Ilike the variety of stages,”
said Evans. “Iknowitdoesn’t
helpeverybody havingalot
of longstages, and it’snot
necessarily the best for fans
tryingto spectate on the events.
Butit’snice tohave them, there
was always that endurance
elementabout thiseventand
that seems tobe missingabit
thisyear. It’snicetohave
different challenges.”
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Therecentspell of inclement
weather in Europe spoiled
Sebastien Ogier’s preparations
for Rally Mexico with heavy
snow forcing the Frenchman
tocallahalttohisfirst gravel
testof the season last week.
Ogier completed his first
fullday of runningin Almeria,
southern Spain with no
problem, but took the decision to
stop driving when heavy snow
started tofall early in his second
day. M-Sport Ford World Rally
Team’s third driver Teemu
Suninen lost his only day of pre-
Mexicorunningtothe weather.
Elfyn Evans was the only
Ford Fiesta WRC{factory driver

attack on the road in Leon

toemerge unscathed from the
chaotic weather, he was first
of the three M-Sportmen to
run and enjoyed his allocated
two full days.

While the M-Sportsquad
mighthavemissed test time,
the Ford Fiesta WRC did have
theadvantage of timein Ford’s
climaticchamber at Dunton,
where it wasmapped and
optimised for runningon
the high-altitude stagesin
Mexico this week.

Deputy team principal Rich
Millener denied Ogier’sloss of
running time would impact on
hisperformancein Leon.

“Theimportant thing for the

Snow stnkes test and ruins 0gier’s preparatmns F

guys was to get some running
time on gravel after the

different conditionsin Monte
Carloand Sweden,” Millener
told MN. “OK, it’s tough for
Teemuthathedidn’t gethistest,
but Elfyn and Seb have had some
timeinthecar.

“Let’sbe honest, the absolute
relevance of thistestisdebatable
—in Mexicowe’re goingto be
runningin 30-plusdegrees at
very high altitude andin Spain
last week, while we got some
altitude, the temperatures were
mid-teensatbest.”

Evans was happy with his
runningtimeinthe car, saying:
“The conditions were pretty
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B Welshman needs to spark
S his 2018 campaign into life

good for us. Ateitherend of the
day it was a bit cooler, but we
managed to get somerunning

onthehard [compound] tyre— 5
it wasn’tideal for that, butat b, i
least we gotafeel forit.”

Millener’s pointabout the

relevance of testing, standsfor
Evans;the Welshman lost his
pre-Finland testlast season and
finished second overall, then
tested for Wales at M-Sport’s
test venuein Greystoke forest,
Cumbria and won Rally GB.
“Wetend to go quite well
when thetest’sbeenalittle
bit compromised,” said
Millener. “Let’s see what
next week brings.”

Ogier’s running was cut short on the second day
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F1 ROUND-UP

Still ugly,annoying
Kevin Magnussen reckons
the halo may cause problems
fordrivers when the Belgian
Grand Prix comes around,
insisting he’s still nota fan

of the divisive device. “It’s
very annoying. Ugly. Difficult
to getinto the car, difficult to
getout of it, difficult to get the
steering wheel on and off, it’s
justgenerally awkward and
annoying,” said Magnussen.
“Once you getinto a corner
it[vision] is fine because you
look to the sides not through
the pillarin the middle, butit
distracts your eye whenyou
change direction through
things like chicanes. If you’re
chasing someone at Eau Rouge
[at Spa] you won’t be able to
see if he makes a mistake at
the top and spinsifyou’re
down in the middle part. It
could be like that with any
turn with elevation.”

No character

Lewis Hamilton reckons the
resurfacing of the Circuit de
Catalunyain Spain has robbed the
track of its character. Resurfacing
works took place in January, with
thefirst F1 group test taking place
on the new asphalt. “I'm not quite
sure why they resurfaced it,” said
Hamilton. “I thinkiit's a waste of
money. The older surface had more
character. If you smooth the thing
outyou lose alot of the character
Barcelonahas. | always say abrand
new house has no character, but
ifyoubuy an old house, it'll always
have more history and character.”

Cash drop

The 10 F1 teams collectively
received $47million [£33.84m]
less than the previous year
during thefirstyear of Liberty
Media’s ownership. Team
payments fell five per cent,

the first time they have gone
down. F1 Group’s overall
revenues also fell by $12m
[£8.64m], mostly due to running
20 races lastyear,not21asin
2016. Liberty has also opened a
new London office, expanded
its staff and spent extraon
promotional events, such as
F1London Live.

Furious music

The composer ofthe Fastand
Furious soundtrack has been
commissioned to create anew theme
for F1. Brian Tyler, who attended
lastyear's US GPin Austin, said on
social media: “What an honour to
be chosento compose the F1
theme! This is a life-long dream
cometrue asI’'mamassive F1 fan.”
Tyler has written scores for many
Hollywood blockbusters, including
The Expendables, The Mummy,
Rambo, Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles and a host of Marvel films.

Hamilton says he was
being conservative

ByRobertLadbrook

Lewis Hamilton fired a warning shot
to hisrivals by finishing on top over
the four days of Formula 1 testing

in Spain last week, insisting this
year’s caris fasterthan lastyear’s
title-winning machine.

The four-time champion set an ominous
early pace by posting the fastest time
across thefour days on the final afternoon
runon Pirelli’s medium-compound tyre.

early testing times, Hamilton said he
could feel that Mercedes’ new F1 W09is
astepforward in pace from the chassis
thatcarried him toninerace winsand
afourthtitlelastterm

“It’san evolution of last year’s car,and
we’ve got better tyres and particularly
here we’ve gotanew track surface, so
that might make things seem better
than theyreally are,” said Hamilton.

“It’sdifficult to say whether the caris
that much better, or how much of itis

Lewis Hamilton and the halo

Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo topped day
one, also on the mediums, while Sebastian
Vettel’s day-two best was set on softs, and
in considerably warmer temperatures
compared to Hamilton’sbenchmark.

Many teams lost mileage across the test
with severe weather halting almost all
activity for the entirety of day three, when
snow coated the circuit and led tothe day
startingthree hourslate. When the track
did go green, Fernando Alonso’s McLaren
wastheonly cartosetatimein wetand
freezing conditions.

While hesitant toread toomuchinto

thetrack and the gripand thetyres.

Next week [in Barcelona again] we’ll
getabetter understanding. Butit
definitely feelslike a faster car compared
tolast year’s car, sothat’s a bigpositive.”

Hamilton said he wasn’t putting too
much pressure on himself during
testing thisterm.

“Collectively, I've donelessthan a day in
the car [over the test duration],” he said.
“My mindsetisnotreally like ‘thisis the
start to gettingthe next championship’ -
althoughitis—it’sreallyjustabout
learningas much as we can and being

consistentand asdiligentas you canin
thedrivinglaps you get.

“Of course thisisall building blocks
for atitlefight, but we have noidea where
peopleare. Itlookslike Red Bullis quite
quick, itlookslike Ferrariis quite quick,
butno-onereally knows yet.”

Ferrariended the testas second-best
toMercedes, and McLaren’s Stoffel
Vandoorne was third overall after
finishing second fastest to Hamilton on
thefinal day in the Renault-powered
MCL33. However, McLaren lost mileage
when awheel departed Alonso’scaron

the opening morninglast Monday, and
loose exhaust bodywork caused heat
damage on day two. McLaren’s best
times were also set on Pirelli’snew
hypersoft compound.

Red Bull suffered from two fuel leaks,
which limited Max Verstappen’s
runningbefore the Dutchmanhadan
off onthefinalday.

After three dismal years of pre-season
testing, Honda appeared to have
made progress with new partner
Toro Rosso topping thelap counter
acrossthefourdays.

Wolff says Mercedes was not the impetus for supply parity issue

F1 calendar shuffle on hold for now

Formula1’s proposed

hashitsomeissues—suchas

Mercedes head Toto Wolff has
denied that his firm wasinany

calendar shuffle will be put Australia’s desire toremain way the target of therecent FIA
on theback burner for now. astheopener and AbuDhabi push toensure manufacturers
Liberty Media had begun wantingthefinale. supply identical spec power
investigating changingthe F1’scommercial director unitstoitscustomers.
format of the calendar to Sean Brathes said: “Weare The FIArecently sentouta
group grands prixinto tryingtopointthisshipina technical directive toall teams,
regional clusters, both to direction that will be more reinforcingtherequirement
boostpopularity withinthat  efficientforfans, because we forall engine suppliersto give
area and also trim costs. cannavigatetheminthe identical hardware and software
Therehad beensuggestion  sametimezone. Butsome tocustomerteamsas wellas
the shake-up could happen contracts we have mean it their own works operations.
intime for 2019, but the plan willbeawhile.” Fromnow on all customer teams

will also have identical fuel and oil

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

specifications to the works
cars, unless they have opted
foradifferent supplier deal.

Some paddock membershave
suggested that the FIA directive
wasaimed more at Mercedes than
Renault or Ferrari, with Red Bull
head Christian Horner even

suggestingreporters “goask Claire

Williams” where the impetus for
the clampdown came from.
Wolff, however, isadamant that
neither Williams or Force India
havelobbied on the subject.
“Idon’tthink any of our

customers was pushingforit,”
said Wolff. “It’s not relevant to

us because therules have been
in place for a while that you must
supply customers with the same
hardware and software, and
we’ve always done that. Identical
modes for the customers and

us. There has never been any
difference. That’s why we don’t
have a problem with it [the
directive]. If there was any
suspicion out there, it certainly
wasn’tanything that would have
any consequence forus.”

@MNmotorsport
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Toro Rosso-Honda relationship gelled well

TOTALLAPS BY ENGINE

Red Bull was rapid early on, then hit some trouble

TOTAL LAPS BY TEAMS

Toro Rosso’s reliability
was highly impressive

TESTING TIMES

Date:Feb 26
‘Weather:Cloud, some rain Mood: Optimistic
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POS |DRIVER | CAR-ENGINE | TIME |GAP | LAPS
1 Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull-Renault 1m20.179s |- 105
2 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 1m20.349s |+0.170s |58
3 Kimi Raikkonen Ferrari 1m20.506s [+0.327s |80
4 Nico Hulkenberg Renault 1m20.547s |+0.368s | 73
5 Carlos Sainz Renault 1m22.168s |+1.989s |26
6 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1m22.327s |+2.148s |25
7 Fernando Alonso McLaren-Renault 1m22.354s |+2.175s |51
8 Brendon Hartley Toro Rosso-Honda 1m22.371s |+2.192s |93
9 Lance Stroll Williams-Mercedes 1m22.452s |+2.273s |46
10 | Romain Grosjean Haas-Ferrari 1m22.578s |+2.399s |55
11 Marcus Ericsson Sauber-Ferrari 1m23.408s |+3.229s |63

Nikita Mazepin Force India-Mercedes | 1m25.628s [+5.449s |22

Date:Feb 27
Weather:Cloud, some rain, light snow Mood:Progress

POS | DRIVER | CAR-ENGINE | TIME |GAP | LAPS
1 Sebastian Vettel Ferrari 1m19.673s |- 98
2 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 1m19.976s | +0.303s |94
3 Stoffel Vandoorne McLaren-Renault 1m?20.325s |+0.652s |37
4 Max Verstappen Red Bull-Renault 1m20.326s | +0.653s |67
5 Carlos Sainz Renault 1m21.212s |+1.539s |65
6 Pierre Gasly Toro Rosso-Honda 1m21.318s [+1.645s |82
7 Robert Kubica Williams-Mercedes 1m21.495s |+1.822s |48
8 Sergey Sirotkin Williams-Mercedes 1m21.822s |+2.149s |52
9 Esteban Ocon Force India-Mercedes |1m21.841s [+2.168s |79
10 | CharlesLeclerc Sauber-Ferrari 1m22.721s | +3.048s | 81
11 Kevin Magnussen Haas-Ferrari 1m22.727s |[+3.054s |36

Date:Feb 28
‘Weather:Snow, melted, wet Mood: Frustration, crippling boredom

POS | DRIVER | CAR-ENGINE | TIME |GAP | LAPS
1 Fernando Alonso McLaren-Renault 2m18.545s |- 11
2 Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull-Renault = = 2
3 Brendon Hartley Toro Rosso-Renault - - 2
4 Marcus Ericsson Sauber-Ferrari - - 1
5 Robert Kubica Williams-Mercedes N - 1
— Everyone else Warm, snug and boring |- - -
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Toro Rosso

Date:Mar1l

‘Weather: Mercifully not snowingMood:Yay! Race cars, finally!

POS |DRIVER | CAR-ENGINE | TIME |caP | LAPS

1 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1m19.333s |- 69

2 Stoffel Vandoorne McLaren-Renault 1m19.854s |+0.521s |110

3 Sebastian Vettel Ferrari 1m20.241s |+0.908s | 120
4 Kevin Magnussen Haas-Ferrari 1m20.317s [+0.984s |96
5 Fernando Alonso McLaren-Renault 1m20.929s |+1.596s |51
6 Carlos Sainz Renault 1m20.940s |+1.607s |60
7 Lance Stroll Williams-Mercedes 1m21.142s |+1.809s |54
moE o Mow s o= ou g 8 Sergio Perez ForceIndia-Mercedes |1m21.973s |+2.640s |65
() @ [ 5 0 E 5 @ = 9 Max Verstappen Red Bull-Renault 1m22.058s |+2.725s |35

i) ™ lg [ a @ ] (1} g 10 | Pierre Gasly Toro Rosso-Honda 1m22.134s [+2.801s | 147
8 B @ (-] - o = e 11 | NicoHulkenberg Renault 1m22.507s [+3.174s |49
“ o 9 v = o o 12 | Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 1m22.789s |+3.456s |60
0 [ E 3 (-1 g 13 | CharlesLeclerc Sauber-Ferrari 1m22.808s |+3.475s |59
E ) 14 | Marcus Ericsson Sauber-Ferrari 1m23.825s |+4.492s |79
[ ™ Sergey Sirotkin Williams-Mercedes 1m31.979s |+12.646s |47

| | .

Kubica ponders busy diary
with Ginetta WEC outings

Williamsreserve driver
Robert Kubicaplansto
testManor’s Ginetta
LMP1 car again next
week after managing
justtwolaps before

the car broke down
duringhisinitial test.

Kubicahad been
sharingdrivingduties
withfellow Williams test
driver Oliver Rowland at Aragon but had
histimein the car cutshortafter an engine
problem with the Ginetta G60-LT-P1.

Kubicaisnow setforanotherruninthe
car, but the Pole would not be drawn on
whether he plans tocompetein the
World Endurance Championship
when asked atthefirst F1 test.

“Honestly Ididn’t have timeto think
aboutit,” hesaid. “I'm quite busy here
andit’squitealot of work I'mdoing.

“Solwillhave toreview, the schedule
isverybusy soif Thavetoadd someracing
intoit willmean from the middle of
February until after Le Mans[in June]
Iwillhavelessthan 10daysathome.

“Thavetomakesurelcandothings
properly in here [with Williams]and in
racing.Idon’t wanttodomany things
and it willbecome a bitmessy.”

Kubica: Ginetta
woe at Aragon

Shane van Gisbergen gave
the new Holden Commodore

debut after winning both

legs of the Adelaide 500 last
weekend. Butitwas aless
successful season opener for
likely title contenders Jamie
Whincup and Scott McLaughlin.
Whincup suffered his first
DNF since 2013 in the second
race with gearbox troubles,

: while McLaughlin had a

: puncture that dropped him
aperfect Australian Supercars :
: Gisbergen now already has

' a42-pointlead atthe top of

: thestandings... Stewart-Haas
: driver Kevin Harvick secured a

¢ second comfortable NASCAR

¢ Cupvictory in succession after

: winning atLas Vegas last

: weekend. Harvick was dominant
: throughout, although Kyle Busch

out of the lead pack. Van

F1reserverole... British drivers
Daniel Ticktum and Oliver Rowland
will share Formula 2 testing duties

: forthe DAMS team in place of

: Nicholas Latifi at Paul Ricard this
: week. Latifi is missing the first

: testofthe F2 pre-season as he

: recovers from the infection that

¢ kept him from driving for Force

: Indiain last week's opening F1

* testat Barcelona.Ticktum, the

2017 Macau Grand Prixand

: McLaren Autosport BRDC Award
: winner, drove for DAMS in the final
: three rounds of last year's GP3

: season, scoring a best finish of

: thirdinthe second race at the Abu
: Dhabifinale. MN understands that
: the 18-year-old will drive on the

: final day of the three-day test in

: what will be his first taste of F2-level
: machinery. The series has anew

: carfor 2018, switchingtoa V6

: turbo-powered Dallara chassis...

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

: closedwhenonfreshertyrestowards :
: theend... Oliver Rowland is set :
! totestaSuperFormulacarfor :
. the firsttime this weekend as
: the Williams young driver

: evaluates a campaign in the

: series. Elsewhere, ex-Sauber
: Formula 1 driver Pascal

: Wehrlein has decided to drop
: planstoalsoracein Super

: Formula and will instead

: focusonDTM and his Mercedes :

Newgarden:Reigning champ

Josef Newgarden will face to two cars and will likely
strong opposition to defend challenge, partnering Ed
hisIndyCar drivers’ title, Jones with four-time
and claim a third straight champion Scott Dixon.
crown for his Penske team, The new era has attracted
asthe 2018 season kicks off fresh teams, headlined by
at St Petersburg this week. Carlin who field ex-F1 Brit
Aswell as his trio of Max Chilton and Charlie
strong team-mates in Helio Kimball for the full season.
Castroneves, Will Power Elsewhere, Schmidt
and Simon Pagenaud, Peterson Motorsports has
Ganassi has downsized broughtin former DTM

driver Robert Wickens to
team up with James
Hinchcliffe. Invaluable data
will be provided by a third
car, run by Michael Shank
Racing, for Brit Jack
Harvey at selected races.

Ex-GP2 driver Jordan
King will drive the non-oval
races for Ed Carpenter
Racing, adding to the
British interest.

Newgarden faces strong opposition to defend IndyCar title as 2018 season begins

The biggest switch in
the series for 2018 is that
all teams will run the
same aero package, in
comparison tolast year
where manufacturers
developed their own
version. Thekit’s deliberate
lack of downforce means
drivers will make all the
difference on-track rather
than clever set-ups.




6 MARCH 7 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

7
/

g
[ i}

DRIVEN

BARNICOAT

yTISHGCT-COny

e

TO RA

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Barnicoat to join
Balon at Track Club

MCcLAREN IN BRITISH GT

Single-seater convert will race Track Club 5708 GT4 during 2018

By Robert Ladbrook

Ben Barnicoat will take partin his
first full British racing campaign
when he tackles the British GT4
Championship this season with
the Track Club McLaren squad.

The 21-year-old will share a McLaren
570S GT4 with seriesreturnee Adam
Balonthisyear.

Chesterfield-based Barnicoat was one
of the UK’s brightest single-seater
prospects, havingbeen part of the Racing
Steps Foundation until the programme
ceasedin 2017. He was a two-time winner
in the FIA Formula 3 European
Championship prior to his switch to GTs
with the Strakka Racing McLaren team

inlast year’s Blancpain GT Series
Endurance Cup. Heisnow amember of
the McLaren GT Driver Academy.

His plans outside of British GT are yet
tobe confirmed.

Barnicoat said: “It’s going to be great
doing British GT asit’sabrand new
championship for me and it’ll be my
first season of racingin Britain since
kartingin 2012, sothere’salot tolearn.

“I've done some development work on
the 570S GT4,soI know what the car’s
aboutand it’s a great piece of Kit.

“Ithasless power and aero than the
GT3versionIracel Europe, butit’s
probably one of the most advanced
GT4 carsavailableright now.

“Idon’t know a huge amount about

Nissan GTR GT3 expected to race in Britain this year

A Nissan GTR GT3 came close
to winning the outright British
GT3 title back in 2012 when
Jann Mardenborough and Alex
Buncombe shared the machine
but lost outin the season finale.
Thelast time a GTR appeared
was the 2017 season finale,

The Nissan brand is set for areturn
to the British GT3 grid this year,
Motorsport News understands.
Ahead of the series’ official
season launch at its media day
at Donington Park tomorrow
(Thursday, Mar 8), MN
understands that a deal toreturn

the Japanese brand to the grid when Charlie Fagg and Ben
with an all-silver driver pairing Green shared an entry by the
was close to fruition. factory JRM team.

Nissan made a
return in 2017

British GT.I've been friends with
[reigning GT3 champion] Seb Morris
since we were team-mates in 2014 [in
Formula Renault], soI've checked in
on whathe’sbeen doing, but aside from
that doinga Pro-Am championshipis
allnew tome, butIlikeachallenge.”

Balon scored tworace wins in his
maiden British GT season last term
sharing with Adam Mackay. The two
finished fourthin the GT4 points.

“I'mlookingforward to working
with Adam, he’s clearly got alot of
talent,” added Barnicoat.

“The team did a great joblast season so
when the chance tojoin them came up for
thisyearIjumpedatit.'maracer,Iwant
tobe out competingas much as possible.”

Team Hard reveals its
line-up for British GT4

Team Hard has confirmed the four
drivers that will crew its brace of
Ginetta G55 GT4sin this year’s
British GT Championship.

Tony Gilham’s squad has signed
seriesregular Anna Walewska to
handleitsfirst car alongside Britcar
graduate Callum Hawkins-Row.

Team regular Ben Wallace will share
the second entry with former BRDC
British Formula 3 racer Nick Worm.

This year will be Walewska’s fourth
in British GT, having moved across for
the Century Motorsport team. Hawkins-
Rowraced a Team Hard Ginetta to third
in Britcar’s GT4 division last term.

Wallace finished third inlast year’s
VAG Trophy, before entering two
BGTrounds, while German racer
Worm finished 15th in BF3.

“We had a great debut British GT
seasonin 2016, culminatingin winning
the team’s title, and we’re looking to
come back this year with a very strong
line up after atough 2017,” said Gilham.

GT3hassecured 12 entries,so far

British GT gets largest full-

season entry since 2014

The British GT Championship will
featureitslargestfull-season entry
forfour years, helped by its biggest
ever numbers for the GT4 division.

British GT organiser SROis set to unveil
acapacity entrylistat the series’ media
day at Donington Park tomorrow.

The GT4field hasagain been thelargest
area of growth, with 23 cars shared across
eight different manufacturers. That
marksthe highest ever entry for the
junior GT category, surpassinglast
year’sbenchmark of 16.

Itisthefirsttimethat British GT hashit
its capacity of 36full-season entriessince
2014. Should all of those cars makeitto
Oulton Park, it will be the series’largest
ever openinground grid, beatingthe
34 carsthatstarted the 2014 event.

British GT Championshipmanager
Benjamin Franassovicisaid: “This year
could well be themost excitingand
competitive British GT entry ever
assembled. We’re not taking anything for
granted —far fromit—but our Pro-Am
format and Balance of Performance
[equalisation system] has undoubtedly
helped boost GT3numbers. I think we’ve
proven that, under theright conditions,
the class can still thrive domestically.

“The factory GT3 drivers have grabbed
most of the pre-season headlines, but GT4
represents the biggest success story. The
influx of manufacturers hasforced people
totakenotice, the carslook greatand our
gridisbigger than ever. This could be the
yearthat GT4emerges from GT3’s shadow.”

Gl se, _—

James Cole will drive a Motorbase

Touring Car Championship this season.
The 29-year-old, who won arace at
Rockingham last season atthe wheel of a
Team BMR Subaru Levorg, hasreplaced
Mat Jackson in the Kentteam’sline-up.
Despiteagreeinga deal, Motorbase and
Jackson “parted ways” two weeks ago.
Cole, aformer British Formula Ford
champion, has previously driven for
Motorbase when he handled one of its
Focus ST cars, although the team only

Colehastested the car,in the snow,in Spain recently as he moves from Subaru

took partin thelatter part of the 2015

Performance Ford Focus RS in the British

campaign whileit developeditsnew car.

The Liverpool-based racer, who will
line up alongside Tom Chiltonin one
of thetwo Shredded Wheat cars, joined
Motorbase for a test session at the Parc
Castelloli circuitin Spainlast week. Sam
Tordoff will drive a Team GardX Racing
version of the Motorbase Ford.

Colesaid: “It waslike puttingback on
anold pair of gloves at the test. Ithought
itmight take a while to get to grips with
front-wheel drive again butImanaged to
getup tospeed very quickly.

“Iam probably more excited about this

Cole makes return to Motorhase Ford Focus in BTCC as he replaces Mat Jackson

season than any before . The FocusRS
really feelslike aracing car,much more
sothan any other front-wheel-drive
BTCC carIhavedriven.

“It’salso great to be back working with
James Mundy, my engineer from [the
Jamun team in] Formula Ford, it’sbeen
10years since we last worked together
soitfeelslikeahomecoming.”

Team boss David Bartrum said: “James
hasdoneavery good jobinthe Subaru
inthetimehe’sbeen away. He’s won a
raceand hasclearly raised his gameand
comingback to FWD may well suit him.”
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JTR line-up:Plato, Orton and Harper

Plato stays with JTR as
Orton joins Porsche team

Porsche Carrera Cup GB racers
Lewis Plato and Jamie Orton will
both remain in the series this year,
driving for the JTR squad.

Plato finished fifth in the
standings last term, taking four
podiums, while former Ginetta GT4
Supercup frontrunner Orton had a
disrupted first year in the category
as he competed with both Redline
and In2Racing. The duo join Porsche
Junior driver Dan Harper in the
JTR line-up.

“Lewis started out 2017 really
well and was fighting for wins
and was in strong championship
contention but our results together
faded towards the end of the year,”
said team boss Nick Tandy. “The
plan for 2018 is to keep that speed
but be much more consistent.

“Jamie comes to us with a year’s
Porsche experience in his pocket.
His results in previous years in
other championships proves when
heis on top of the car he will be a
threat to anyone. He will be an asset
to our team and his team-mates.”

Porsche factory driver Tandy
added that heisin talks witha
fourth driver too.
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. LyddenHillis goingto promoteits
ownclubracingeventsastrack bosses
plantoincrease the amount of circuit
racingheld at the venue.

i A successful Classic Touring Car
Racing Clubmeetinglast August was
thetrack’sfirst circuit racingevent for

| | twoyearsasrallycrossandtrackdays

| | filled the Lyddenschedule.

Now, apart from the British and
Global Rallycross championships
and other off-road events, there are
| fourracemeetings scheduled for 2018.
The CTCRC will be back with afull
| | programme of racestosupplementthe

P e

Classic Festival on July 7/8 and the
British Automobile Racing Club Truck
Festival on August 18/19 will feature
Pickupand Intermarque saloon races
aswellasthetruckevents.

Butinaddition tothese, the circuit
hasdecided topromote events. The
Lydden Hill Motor Club’s Spring Race
Day on April 7will start with a Borough
19sprint followed by races for South
East Saloons & Sports Carsand
aFestival of Fordsevent,as well as
otherracesstill tobe confirmed.

Then on October 6the LHMC’s
Autumn Race Day will feature the

= |

same two categories plus the three
regular BARC SE championship
rounds for Modified Saloons, Tin
Tops and Intermarque silhouettes.

Thetwo LHMC meetings arelikely
toattract many competitors who used
torace with the South Eastern Motor
Sports Enthusiasts’ Club (SEMSEC),
which stopped organisingrace
meetingsin 2014.

Hannah Rynston, Lydden’s
marketing and events manager, said:
“The existing LHMC will still remain
involved in the MSA British Rallycross
Championship, although with the

S More races at
. Lydden Hill

current focustoincrease the amount
of circuitracingat Lydden, it seemed
natural tobegin our own LHMC
raceseries.

“Lookingahead to2019Iamin
discussion with a number of race clubs
toincreasecircuitracinghereat
Lydden Hill torun alongside our
existing programme of events.

“With the currentinvestments
and improvements taking place
ahead of the 2018 season we are
lookingforward to an exciting
and prosperous future for
thecircuit.”

Pickup Truck campaign a “test” for Thunder Saloon race winner Gent as entries pass 30

Thunder Saloons race winner

Relentless Performance.

Championship hashad an

atthe same Rockingham

Dale Gent will competein “Thunder Saloons has influx of entries for 2018, venue, has helped toincrease W ) = 3
the Pickup Truck Racing gone well, but I wanted with numbersrising from interestin the series. = — P P
Championshipin 2018. to test myself. below 20 to above 30. Afterracingat Brands - - =

The 33-year-old will dovetail “Pickupsiscloseracing Scott Bourne, thereigning Hatch last year, British y IRELI ENTL 'f
outings in his modified and I've alwaysliked that. champion, willreturn withthe  Touring Car Championship N ERCORMANCE St
SubaruImpreza with the Bumper to bumper, side by number one on his door, while frontrunner Andrew Jordan 4

Pickups, racing both on

the same weekend at Croft

and Rockingham.
“I'vebeenlooking for anew

challenge,” said Gent, who

will race both cars, run by

side and having to battle for it.

I’dlike tobeinthetop 10, but
there’salottolearn and some
of the boysinithave been
doingitalongtime.”

The Pickup Truck

leading National Hot Rod racer
Steve Dudmanreturns aftera
17-year gap.

Twilight oval races at
Rockingham and a ‘dash for
cash’ oval race with a pitstop,

confirmed he would like
toreturn with his father
Mike, who competed in
the championship’s first
seasonin 1997. They are
yettoregister.

Gentwill race his Pickup alongside his Subaru in multiple races

Postponed media day and reduced testing as TCR UK announces its 2018 prizes

The TCR UK due to a clash with the finishing car in the on those that have paid
Championship has Geneva Motor Show. championship using a entry fees already through
postponed this week’s Reportedly, anumber DSG gearbox (Audi, “start money” awarded
media day until March 30, of teams backed the SEAT, VW) would on the number of starts
but has unveiled prizes for decision, to allow for receive a free upgrade made in the season.
the 2018 season. more time to prepare to a sequential *box. MNunderstands a
TCR creator Marcello for the season. Toreduce costs at the total of five drivers have
Lotti visited the UK last The winning team and request of teams, the confirmed interestin
week to finalise details driver in TCR UK in 2018 championship will no starting the season.
Gearbox prize of the championship, will receive free entries longer have a pre-event The series confirmed it
where he urged for the for the following year, testat each round, and will run regardless of
for DSG cars media day to be delayed while the highest will return money back I.'number of entries.

Blancpain GT Endurance switch for British GT3 champion Morris with Team Parker

Reigning British GT Rick Parfitt Jr. proper assaultonthe Ade and Derek. I know all
champion Seb Morris will He will share a first- Blancpain GT Series about Team Parker and the
graduate generation Bentley Endurance Cup, which I Bentley Continental GT3,

tothe Blancpain GT Series
Endurance Cup this year
with Team Parker Racing.
Morris, whorecently

featured on the Celebs Go
Dating TV show, will stick
with both the team and brand
that carried him to the British
GT3crown last year with

Continental GT3 with Derek
Pierce and Ade Barwick. The
deal marks Team Parker’s
returnto Blancpain
Endurance for the first time
since 2016.

Morris said: “Iam delighted
tohave signed with Team
Parker Racing for my first

consider to be the biggest
sportscar championship
in the world right now.
“Winninglast year’s title
means I now feel ready to leave
British GT and use all the
experience learned there over
the pasttwo yearstomounta
championship challenge with

whichisaproven

championship-winner against
top Pro-Am competition. SoI
feel extremely confident that
we can get out there and
win in Blancpain.”

Parfitt will share his British
title-winning Bentley with
Ryan Ratcliffe this year.

Morris won the 2017 British GT3 title in a Bentley with Rick Parfitt Jr
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Organisers Secure extra gnd for. the apem
-———l""“ .

By Stephen Lickorish

I

Equipe GTS organisers have secured
. asecond grid for the opening
meeting of the season after the
initial 40 spaces were filled within

. two-and-a-half hours last month.

The popular series, which caters for FIA
Appendix Kmachinery, will now have two
gridsatthe MG Car Club’s season opener
on the Silverstone National Circuiton

April 7. The tworaces will be 35 minutes,
instead of the originally planned 40,
toensuretheyfitinto the timetable.
“I'mreally pleased that we have been
abletoaccommodate all the drivers,”
said co-organiser John Pearson. “The
interesting thingabout doingitona
first-come first-served basisisif you
look at the original entry list we’d got
somenew drivers and alot of ourregular

drivers hadn’t managed to get their place.

=

“Itwillbeagreat start to the year but
oneround doesn’tmakeaseason.”

Equipe GTS’snew sister series, Equipe
Pre’63, will alsolaunch that weekend
andisfull too.

“Asanew series, youjustdon't know

[whatentries will be like],” added Pearson.

“Thereisanumber of crossover cars
between the two series, with models
like the Elites, Healey 1000s and
Morgans, which candoboth.

T e e —————— ~

Keen drives
Lambo in BGT

g?rnund”af

“It’I1 be good to run with
Grasser as they’re atop team
in Europe, so there’snot
abetter team to make my
Creventic debut with,” said
Keen. “Grasser wanted me
todoatest with them butI
kept having clashing dates,
sotherace has come about
through that. It'l1 be a cool
experience and I gettolearn
the new Hankook tyre too.”

The eventis split this year
intoa12-hour and a 24-hour

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Mick Walker

Equipe GTS is
ever-popular

“Butthenew serieshasbroughtina
lotof new drivers that haven’t raced for
us before. We’ve got alot of three-litre |
Healeysand MGAs. It’sanice cross section
of carsthatrepresent what we're tryingto
achieve. So we could berunning 120 cars,
we’re currently on 108.” i

Equipe Classic Racinghas also already H
secured extratrack timeatitsnext
meetingat Brands Hatch on April 28/29
because of thelevel of interestreceived.

Keen swaps Barwell for Grasser in Silverstone 12 Hours

British GT driver Phil Keen
will join the factory Grasser
Lamborghini team for this
weekend’s 12 hour race

at Silverstone.

Keen will share a Huracan
GT3with Frenchman Franck
Pereraand Swiss drivers
Rolf and Mark Ineichen.

Keen has been runner-up
in British GT for the last two
seasons sharinga Barwell
Motorsport Huracan with
Jon Minshaw.

race. Thelatter is mostly
made up of TCR cars and
features British Touring
Car frontrunner Matt
Neal among 19 entries.

The 12-hour race features
23 entries dominated by
GT3 cars. 750 Motor Club
Bikesports champion
Stefano Leaney Kicks off
his second season of racing,
this time with Travis
drummer Neil Primrose,
in a Norma M20.

Fulk returns for full season of Clio Cup with top squad Pyro

Renault UK Clio Cupdriver
Zak Fulk will contesta full
season of the series with the
Team Pyrosquad this year.

The 16-year-old contested
thefinal threeroundsof the
serieslast year after originally
planningto competein Clio
CupJunior.

Fulkimpressed in those
appearances, alongside Bradley
Burnswhoalsojoined thefield
atthe sametime, with the pair

instantly on the pace. Fulk
took abest result of ninth but
did claim onefastestlap.
“Zak’savery good driver to
work with,” said Pyro team boss
Mark Hunt. “He’sonly 16and
mostdriversdon’tarrive with
usuntil they’ve competedin at
leastone seasonin cars. Despite
hisvery limited experience, he
ismatureforhisageandthere’s
clearly alot of raw talent there.
“Ibelieve he has the potential

todovery well this seasonin
Clio Cup.”

Fulk added: “Iwantto get off
toastrongstart—I'm working
hard on my fitnessand have
some days booked in a simulator.
Hopefully podiumresultsare
achievable and the Graduates
CuptitleissomethingI'll be
focusingon, butlet’s see how
thingsunfold.”

Fulk joins Burns and Daniel
Rowbottom in Pyro’sline-up.

Fulk took fastestlap at Brands Hatch last year after joining Clio field

P N ;,__'

Caroline had ‘retired’ from racing

America,” hesaid. “There seemtobe
more opportunities for young drivers,
the competitionis good, plus the whole
Mazda Road to Indy scholarshipis pretty
exciting. This is the best career move for
me and I hope tofind some new sponsors
to work with in the US.
“WhenIheardfrom BN RacingI was

Caroline performs U-turn on sahhatical to race in American-based USF2000 series

British Formula 4 champion Jamie

Caroline will move to the USF2000

Championship this year after failing tofind

— the budget to continue racingin Europe.
The 19-year-old has signed alate deal

to compete with BN Racing as the series

begins at St Petersburg this weekend.
“TI'vealways had my eye onracingin

immediately interested. The team looked
strongin pre-season testingand with a
British team owner I'm sure I will feel
rightathome.”

@ Another driver competing in USF2000
thisyear is Keith Donegan. See page 25 for
moreon how the Irishman has been able to
restart hisracing career.
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Neary to Britcar
British GT regular Richard
Neary plans to contesta
full season in the Britcar
Endurance Championship
thisyearin a Mercedes AMG
GT3. Neary won the Britcar
Sprintrace at the Walter
Hayes Trophy at the end

of last year and will
dovetail racing in Britcar
with other GT series.

JSCC scholar

Karter Scott Mclntyre has been
chosen as the winner of the Junior
Saloon Car Championship’s
scholarship shootout. MclIntyre
impressed in a variety of
assessments, which included
fitness, media and driving tests,
that took place at Silverstone
atthe end of last month and

has secured a fully-funded drive
inthe series for2018.

F3 signings

Mexican Alexandra Mohnhaupt
and Frenchman Tristan
Charpentier have joined

the BRDC British F3 grid.
Mohnhaupt will race with
Douglas Motorsportandis
the second female driver to
sign up for the series this year
after Jamie Chadwick, who
will also race with Douglas,
while Charpentier will compete
forthe Fortec Motorsport squad.

Manchester driver
stays in the States

British driver and reigning
USF1600 champion

Matt Cowley will race

in the Formula 4 US
Championship this year
with Century Auto Racing.

The 20-year-old from
Manchester dominated
inF1600last year
and believes F4is an
important learning curve
for adapting to more
powerful machinery.

“The whole reason we’re
going there [F4] is because
it’s a step up from 1600,
soit’s slicks and wings so
Ican get adjusted to that
before stepping up to more
powerful cars,” said
Cowley, who won the
British Racing and Sports
Car Club National FF1600
Pre-’90 title in 2016.

“With the scholarship
[prize] you get the money
toracein [US]F3 the
following year, so
that’s still the plan.

“Doing F4instead seems
amore viable option with
our budget. They have
25 cars signed up already
so it should be a big
competitive grid.”

After his successful
seasonin 2017, Cowley was
awarded the President’s
Cup by the Sports Car Club
of America. He is the first
British driver to receive
the trophy in its 63-year
history. Previous winners
include Roger Penske,
Skip Barber, Bobby
Rahal and Paul Newman.

Cowley won’t be the
only FF1600 convert to
compete in US F4 as Jordan
Dempsey of Ireland is also
setto do the series, which
uses Honda-powered
Onroak chassis cars.
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2018 MSV SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

MotorSport Vision (MSV) is gearing up for a superb season in 2018, with a thrilling programme of major national and international race
meetings at its five famous race circuits. Discounted advance tickets and the best grandstand seats are available online from our website.

31 March-2 April  Bennetts British Superbike Championship Donington Park 21/22 July Convoy In The Park Donington Park -
31 March/2 April  British GT and BRDC British F3 Championships  Oulton Park 22 July Vintage Motorsport Festival Cadwell Park
1/2 April British Truck Racing Championship Brands Hatch 28/29 July British Touring Car Championship Snetterton
7/8 April British Touring Car Championship Brands Hatch 4/5 August British GT and BRDC British F3 Championships  Brands Hatch (GP)
13-15 April Bennetts British Superbike Championship Brands Hatch 4/5 August Donington Classic Motorcycle Festival Donington Park
28/29 April British Touring Car Championship Donington Park 11/12 August DTM (German Touring Cars) Brands Hatch (GP)
4-6 May Donington Historic Festival Donington Park 17-19 August Bennetts British Superbike Championship Cadwell Park
5-7 May Bennetts British Superbike Championship Oulton Park 19 August Festival Italia Brands Hatch A}
5/6 May Blancpain GT Series Sprint Cup Brands Hatch (GP) 25-27 August The Oulton Park Gold Cup Oulton Park ﬂ
19 May Vintage Motorsport Festival Oulton Park < | 2September Festival of Porsche Brands Hatch "
19/20 May Historic Wolds Trophy Cadwell Park = 8/9 September British Truck Racing Championship Snetterton <
25-27 May Motul FIM Superbike World Championship Donington Park =4 14-16September  Bennetts British Superbike Championship Oulton Park ~a
26/27 May Masters Historic Festival with Historic F1 Brands Hatch (GP) | 22/23 September  British GT and BRDC British F3 Championships  Donington Park
26/27 May British GT and BRDC British F3 Championships  Snetterton g 23 September Vintage Motorsport Festival Snetterton
27 May Family Funday Oulton Park L 29/30 September  British Touring Car Championship Brands Hatch (GP)

a 9/10 June American SpeedFest VI Brands Hatch 12-14 October Bennetts British Superbike Championship Brands Hatch (GP)

o -1 9/10 June British Touring Car Championship Oulton Park 3 November Neil Howard Stage Rally and Fireworks Oulton Park
s { 15-17 June Bennetts British Superbike Championship Snetterton 3/4 November British Truck Racing and Fireworks Brands Hatch

24 June Vintage Motorsport Festival Donington Park 18 November North Humberside Stage Rally and Fireworks  Cadwell Park

== 30June-1July Legends of Brands Hatch Superprix Brands Hatch (GP) CHILDREN UNDER 13 GO FREE TO ALL EVENTS

N 20-22July Bennetts British Superbike Championship Brands Hatch (GP)

* All events and dates subject to change

WWW.MSV.COM
0843 453 9000

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your
telephone company’s access charge.

MSV%"

CADWELL PARK

THE RACING. TIIE DIMMII THE ATMOSPHERE. ~ THE 2018 SEASON AWAITS.

BRANDS HATCH -

2018 CAR TESTING WITH MSV

Semi-Exclusive Testing

I Open and closed wheel cars allowed
B Maximum of 16 cars on circuit

I Open pit lane — for maximum track
time with minimum stoppages

DONINGTON PARK <« OULTON PARK <« SNETTERTON -

. Open Pit Lane Testing

I No sessions, no time constraints
I Race cars only

M Timing allowed

I Overtake on either side

General Testing

[ Sesswned according to car smtablllty

I Pre-race days — ideal for last minute
set up and circuit knowledge

of car testing across its four race
circuits, with events to suit all needs
from Semi-Exclusive to pre-race
meeting test days.

Instructors (ARDS grade A or S)
allowed in car free of charge!

A s
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08434532000 www.msv.com/testing

e —— Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.
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BAge: 50 Lives: Isle of Wight
F5000racer

He commutes torace

“I live on the Isle of Wight and we
only come to the North Island,
the UK, for motorsport. | was
born and bred on the island and
we commute to race. | started
competing in motor bike trials
when|was 10 and then | went
banger racing whenlwas 18

or 19.Imet my partner Jan
through banger racing. Racing
aFormula5000 is tame
compared to banger racing!”

He was tempted by
HistoricFF

“I gave up motorsport to
concentrate on business but then
I got to the stage where all | did
was work. | was at a party and
someone told me this guy raced
Historic Formula Ford. That was
Anthony Goddard and so | went
and knocked on his door. He
showed me his carand | went to
arace meeting. The first racing
car | drove was my own Merlyn
at Brands Hatch in the rain. |
couldn'tsee: itwas madand |
felt like going home.”

He nowhasaFormula
5000 car

“That was about 15 years ago. |
did Formula Ford for about eight
years and I've done Guards
Trophy in a Piper and I'm now in
my fifth year with the Surtees
Formula 5000. It'sa great car:
we're boys and we always want
the next toy. It's Mike Hailwood's
1971 carandljustgive it lots

of respect.”

Goodwood is next

“We went to New Zealand with

it last yearand did nine races,
which was fantastic. I'm very
privileged to own it. You sitin the
carandit’s just a special place to
be. | spent many years sat in the
grandstands and for a poor boy
from the Isle of Wight itis amazing
to be racing these cars. Next
week we're at Goodwood with
the F5000 and it is a privilege to
be asked. I've always wanted

to go to Goodwood and it is my
local track.”

He competes in trials

“I do some Historic Sporting
Trials. That was down to Frank
Lyons who told me I needed a car
and | said | didn't! Sowe wenttoa
trial to have alook and next minute
I'm buying a car. | thoroughly
enjoy itand | do it with my dad and
he loves it. He's 78 now and it's
greatto do it with him.”

-

Atkinson: F5000 btler

F e

A quattro will also be driven by winner, John Buffum

By Paul Lawrence

Walter Rohrl will return
to the wheel of his 1987
Pikes Peak-winning Audi
Sport quattro S1 E2 as the
famous American hillclimb
is celebrated during the
Eifel Rallye Festival in
Germany on July 19-21.
Pikes Peak is the theme for
this year’s Eifel eventand
Audi Tradition will take two

HERO events are full up

summit of Pikes Peak atan
altitude of more than 14,000
feet. On the Eifel Rally, the
Pikes Peak cars will complete
two demonstration stages.
Rohrl was thefirst driver to
break 11 minutes for the climb.
“Idrove up the mountain eight
times and made my own
pacenotes. ThenIgave each
of the 156 corners a specific
name and learnt all of them by
heart. In contrast to some of

original works carstothe
host town of Daun. As well as
the 600bhp Sport quattro for
Rohrl, Harald Demuth will
drive the 1985-winning car.

A third privately-entered
quattro will be entered for
double Pikes Peak winner
John Buffum.

The ‘Race to the Clouds’,
held in the Rocky Mountains,
covers 12milesand 156
cornersenroutetothe

inJunealready have capacity
entries, while November’s Rally
of the Tests has taken over 100
entriesand the challenging Le-Jog
inDecember now hasafull entry
of 60 cars. The HERO team isnow
tryingto extend the entry to cope
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‘The Beast of Turin set

to visit Prescott’

LaVie en Bleu celebration, below |g
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ROHRL REUNITED
WITHQUATTRO S1

Gierman to drive Pikes Peak car at Eifel Rallye Festival in 2018

Rohrl won the
climb back in 1987

my rivals, [ knew where I was
all the time. Itis greattosee
Audi take this unique car out
of its museum and show it
inaction tothe audience.”

Another Group Brally car
from the Pikes Peak story
will head to Germany in July.
British driver Mark Rennison,
who tackled the US hillclimb
inamodified Ford RS200 as
recently as 2014, will enter
theevent.

HERO events to he expanded as demand for entries flies high

TheHistoric Endurance Rally

Organisationis considering

extendingits calendar after most

of its 2018 classicralliesfilled up

inthe opening weeks of the year.
Eventslike the Scottish Malts

in Apriland the Classic Marathon

with demand. Demand forrallies
thatblend regularity sections
with special tests showsnosign
of abatingand HERO is now
planningtoadd eventstoits
schedule over the nexttwo
orthreeyears.

Coulthard signs up for Goodwood Members Meet | Rescued Royale project is started
Formergrandprixracer  andBirdcage Maseratis HoweverontheSundayof | ARoyaleRP11Formula3 the worksteaminperiod.
David Coulthard will inthesprintracefor the Members’ Meetinghe car from 1972 has The chassis, one of only
return to Goodwood sportsandsports-racing  willmakehisrace debut recently been rescued eight that were built,
for the 76th Members’ cars produced between attheeventinthesix- from a garden whereit could have been a
Meetingand willracea 1955 and 1960. cylinder Mercedes. had been stored under a replacement for Tom
Mercedes 300SLin the Theformer Williams, Coulthard will be the tarpaulin for 30 years. Prycein 1972 when his
Salvadori Cup. McLarenand Red firstdrivertoraceforthe David Cranage first chassis was hit by
Coulthard, 46, willrace ~ BullRacingdriverhas team and both carand discovered the car by another car at Monaco
the Mercedes for the experience of Goodwood  team will be unveiled on chance and persuaded and wrecked. “I’m sure
new IWC Schaffhausen and competedinan Saturday morningat the owner to sell the itis worth restoring,”
HistoricRacingTeamand Austin A35inthe St Goodwood, ahead of sorry remains of said Cranage. “I’d like
willgoupagainstJaguar ~ Mary’s Trophy atthe qualifyingforthe chassis RP11/6,a toresearch it and seeit
D-types, Lister-Jaguars Revival Meetingin 2016. Salvadori Cup. 1600cc F3 car used by properly restored.”

Mitchell back on track with an Alfa Romeo and a BMW for the new year

Former Historic FF1600 The duo will campaign  who hasbeen coaching year due tolack of funds.

champion Richard an Alfa Romeo GTA in Parsons, hasnot The Exeter-based racer

Mitchell, now 25 years the Classic Sports Car contested a full season now hopes to further his .

old, will return to a full Club’s Swinging 60s since winningthe reputation in the historic =

race programme this SeriesaswellasaBMW  HFF crown with the arena. “I’dlove tomove Y
season by sharing two E21 Alpinain Future Speedsportteamin2015  upthehistoricracing |
cars with Tim Parsons. Classics. Mitchell, right, andonlyracedoncelast ladder,” hesaid. ]

MEET JAPAN'S RISING WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP HOPEFUL

IN BRIEF

Retro success
Following the success of the

2018 Race Retro, the date for2019
has been confirmed as February
22-24. Over 23,000 visitors
attended last month’s show, which
marked a 10 per centincrease
over the previous year. Star guests
Miki Biasion and Brian Redman
were greatly indemand for
interviews and autographs.

Bromyard swap
Aftertwo demo events around the
roads of Bromyard in Herefordshire,
the Bromyard Speed Festival is moving
to nearby Shelsley Walsh forthe 2018
edition. A mix of road and competition
cars willtackle the famous hill on
Sunday, April 8 underthe ‘BSF on
Tour’ heading. Rally cars, single-
seaters and historics will all be in action.

Jexrsey specials

Two popular events on Jersey will
cater for pre-"93 cars this summer.
The Jersey International Motoring
Festival (June 1-3) features an
evening sprint followed by two
hillclimbs, while the Jersey

Speed Festival (August 25/26)
will feature two days of
competition on the 1074m

Greve de Lecq hillclimb course.

Classics tweaked

The HSCC has reaffirmed its
commitment to the Classic Racing Car
Series, with arework of car eligibility
and an attractive calendar of races for
2018. The focus will return to the
category’s origins as a series forracing
cars from the era before wings and
slicks and the schedule starts at
Donington Park on April 8.

Auction is a hit

Nearly £900,000 was taken in the
Silverstone Auctions competition
carsale atRace Retro 10 days ago,
including £182,250 for the Ford
SierraRS500 Cosworth thatwon
the 1990 BTCC with Robb Gravett.

Asphalt axed

The opening round of the Historic
Asphalt Rally Championship was a
casualty of the snow overthe weekend.
The Bovington Stages in Dorset was
postponed due to the conditions, so
the opening championship round will
now be the Salamandre Rally in
Belgium on April 22. The Bovington
eventis now planned for August 11/12.

LaVie en Bleu

French and Italian cars will be
celebrated at Prescott in May at
the 2018 edition of La Vie en Bleu
incorporating La Vita Rossa. The
weekend of May 26/27 will include
around of the Ferrari Hillclimb
Championship, a class for ERAs
and demonstration runs by
Duncan Pittaway in the ‘Beast of
Turin’, the 1911 Fiat S76.

$2000’s own class
Historic Sports 2000s will have a class
within the HSCC Classic Clubmans
Championship. A growing number of
pre '85 Pinto-powered Sports 2000
have raced with the front-engined
Clubmans and the arrangement has
now been put ona permanent footing.

= —

Sports 2000 will have a class
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Sweden triumph means
Neuville opens the road

'NEUVILLE READY Tﬂ RIDE

HIS LUGK INMEXICO

Roa _{ order i

ByDavid Evans

Thierry Neuville will face one of the
biggest challenges of his career
when he’s forced to open the road
atthis week’s Rally Mexico.

Arrivingin Leon aschampionship
leader, the Belgian will face the worst
of the conditions on the opening day of
theseason’sfirst gravel rally. Neuville
topped the WRC standings after Rally
Finland last year, but thatactually
offered an advantage for the
all-asphalt Rally Germany.

Despite understanding he will
losetimetohisrivals, Neuville
remains upbeatabout his situation.

“Iknow what’s coming,” he told MN
after opening a 10-point advantage over
hisnearestrival Sebastien Ogier in
Sweden. “ButIamreally happy with
the performance we did in Sweden. We
areready for Mexico and we will do
what we can. It’s part of the game.

“Morale and motivation couldn’t
behigher. Mexicoisanice event
with good memories frommy
first podiumin 2013 and then
when we scored Hyundai’s
firstpodium a yearlater.”

Road sweeping willbe apart of
Neuville’s game of particular

Ogier likes Mexico

inder championship leader’s pace

Loeh swots up ahead of his WRC comeback

interest to Ogier. The defending world
champion, who will be second on the
road, has spent much of thelastfive
yearsrunningat thefront of thefield.
When he crashed out of the opening
day of Rally Finland last year, Ogier
was ableto watch hisrival’s progress
openingtheroad. Atthetime, and still
sore from his own retirement, he told
MN: “Now he [Neuville] realise what is
firstontheroad. There are notsomany
people who have seen that. Since yearsI
have donethisjob and people like him,
who havenever done [it] often say: ‘Ah,
it’snotsomuch, Ogier’s complaining
toomuch.’ ButnowIsee whathe do
whenit’stough andit’snothing

really impressive.”

Now Ogier will have the chance to
inspectthe Hyundai driver’s lines more
closely as he follows him through this
week’sroads around Guanajuato.

The M-Sport Ford driveris, however,
focusing on his own event rather than

that of theman ahead of him—and
Mexicoisalwaysanimportant
eventfor Ogierand co-driver
Julien Ingrassia.
_ Ogiersaid: “There’salways
aspecial feeling when we
return to Rally Mexico,
becauseit’s where
everythingstarted
forme10years

ago. Itwasourfirsteventin the world
championship and the story started
with victory in the Junior WRC.

“Since then we added a couple of
podiums and victories at the highest
level, which means thatIobviously
have Rally Mexicoinmy heart.

We’ll do our best to continue thislove
story with another strongresultand
arelooking forward to the great
Mexican atmosphere.

“Theloose gravel can alsopose
something of a challenge for the early
runners and, even though we won’t be
thefirst car on theroad next week, there

will still be alot of fastdrivers behind us.

Weneed totry and stay as close as we
canon Friday morning. Then we can
see where we are and push for the best
possibleresult.”

Neuville and Ogier will struggle for
gripintheloose on the openingday, but
itwould be unwise torulethemoutof a
scrap for the podium once the orderis
reversed for the weekend.

Round three does offer a gilt-edged
chanceforthedriversin the middle of
pack, like Andreas Mikkelsen, Kris
Meeke and Elfyn Evans running sixth,
seventh and eighth ontheroad. They
should enjoy the optimum running
position with a swept line, but without
the same potential for ruts or rocks
beingpulled out by the crews following.

Incase you've beenresidingon
another planet, you can’thavefailed
tonotice Sebastien Loebreturnsto
the World Rally Championshipin
Mexico this week.

The Frenchman starts thefirst of
histhree-round programmein Leon
(Corsicaand Catalunya will follow),
buthehasbeen careful nottomake
any predictions of a potential seventh
successive victory at Rally Mexico.
Thefocusforthe nine-time champion
will be on enjoying his timein the
sister C3 WRC to that of last year’s
winner Kris Meeke.

“Thopetobemoreorlessonthe
pace,” said Loeb. “Thavenoidea
whereIstandinrelation tothe other
drivers,soIcan’t waitto get started.
You have tobear in mind that this
is still the world championship—
the other drivers haven’t stood still
overthelastfew years.”

Last week’s MNrevealed a positive
pre-event test for Loeb, where he
completed just over 300 miles of
runningin Spain,and he has since
spent time watching onboard videos
fromlast year’seventin an effort to
further remind himself of the route.

Loebpointed out that, while there
isaperception thathe knows Rally

Hyundé.i man: hope limited

Loeb:Mexican outing in 2012

Mexico, theroute has been changed
since helast drovein 2012.

Hesaid: “Twenty-eight per cent of
the courseis goingtobe new tome,
compared with just four per cent for
the others, but that’s pretty positive,
becauseitisoneof theeventsIstill
know best. However, my memories
of the 72 per cent that T have driven
before goback six years, soI've done
alittle bit of work so thatIdon’tfeel
completely disorientated. Thope my
[11th] positionin Friday’s running
order will helpme to get my bearings
because, with the currentregulations,
youreally need tohave a good first day
otherwise your rally suffers.”
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‘Border Counties axe [
causes headache’
Snowfall wreaks havoc, pl17

Antiquated anachronism or vital
component of the World Rally
Championship’sfuture? Whatisthe
future of the SafariRally?

Talk to the man who took one podium
finish from eight Kenyan starts and you’ll
getone answer. Talk to the man who started
seven and won two and you’llget a very
different response. FIA president Jean Todt
—the podium finisher -can see a future for
the Safari. Head of Toyota’s rally operation
—and two-time winner as adriver—Tommi
Makinen, can’t.

The future of this once-great event was
broughtinto focuslast week, when Todt
opened the WRC Safari Project’snew HQ
buildingin Nairobi. The next step of a
possiblereturntothe WRC calendar comes
next week when the Safari Rally will be
attended by WRC officials. Thisisas close
astherally has cometoreturningto the top
flight, but such amove has already polarised
opinion across the service park.

What went wrong?
October1,2002 was the date when the game
was up for the Safari Rally and the World
Rally Championship. The FIA issued the
calendar for the following year’s series and
Africawasabsent. The explanation was that
theeventorganisershadfailed tomeetits
obligations to the governingbody and the
necessary guarantees that these obligations
could be met was not forthcoming.

The Automobile Association of Kenya
wasreckoned to owe the FIA more than
US$40,000(£28,000)—debts which had been
outstandingfor more than a year and when
that money was still not forthcoming the
FIA decided it wouldn’t beincluded in 2003.

Even before that, the Safari was struggling
toadapttotheincreasingdemandsonitto
fallinto line with European WRC rounds.

First organisedin 1953, it was originally
labelled the Coronation Safaribecause it
ran duringaholiday taken to celebrate
the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. The
eventbecame known asthe ultimate
motorsportingadventure, an open road
raceacrossthe Serengeti with Mount
Kilimanjaro for a backdrop. Victory on
the Safari was, for atime, as worthwhile
toamanufacturer as winning the world
championshipitself.

Butastechnology movedinto the 1990s,
the cars got quicker and quicker and, more
pertinently, better equipped to deal with
what Africa would throw at them at speed.
Nolonger was there the same need to lift for
washed away roads or football-sized rocks.
Safari-specific cars were strong as they
come and almost geared for the same sort
of speed as they were taking on the jumps
of Finland. This combined with rising
population and increased traffic on the
Kenyanroads meant there were more
accidentsinvolving the general public.

FIA boss Todt visited Kenya last week

Hence, in 2002, the organisers tried to
runa Safarion supposedly closed roads
(it’s pretty much impossible to close roads
running through settlements outside of
Nairobi). This dilution left the Safari caught
between two stools—an unsustainable past
and an unaffordable future.

What happened then?

The Safari Rally continued torun and
twicefeatured on the Eurosport-funded
Intercontinental Rally Challenge calendar.
Sincethenithasbecomearound of

the African Rally Championship only,

with adramatically different route,
unrecognisable from the height of its
popularity asan East African Safari.

While enthusiasm for the modern event
waned, a classicrally was started by Kenyan
MikeKirkland. Thefirstevent ran 50 years
onfrom thefirst, 1953 Safariin 2003. This
biannual event has prospered with the likes
of Bjorn Waldegaard and Stig Blomqvist
listed amongits winners.

What happens next week?
The SafariRally runs from March 16-18and
includes a 361-mile route, of which 137miles
will be competitive. Therally starts from
the centre of Nairobi and heads south for
Naivasha, where the service park and

rally HQislocated. Saturday provides the
mainstay of the competitive route with
close to 100 miles of sport before a Sunday
lunchtimefinish. Typically for Kenya, all
theactionishigh altitude, with the stages
all set between 2000 and 2500 metres.

Will this rally help?
Clerk of the course Gurvir Bhabrais
determined torun next week’srally
asmuch to WRC standard as possible.
Oneof the primary concerns the WRC
stakeholdershaveis centred on safety —

FIA president Todt hasmadeitabundantly
clear that the safety and security of the
stagesis paramount-and to thatend this
will be the first Safari ever torun completely
onprivatefarmroads.

Thestages running through the Rift
Valley have been graded to what’s been
reported to MNas ‘European-specification’
gravelroads. The organisers haveincluded
chicanes to slow some of the higher-speed

McRae won the
last Safari in ’02

...and signed a photo of himself...

straights. The aim of next week is
todemonstrate both the sporting
infrastructure and the financial
wherewithal torun. A 2019 candidate
eventisalready on the cards, with 2020 the
targeted year for the world championship.
Having met with Todt last week, Bhabra
admitted the event’s future wasinitsown
hands. He said: “Jean Todt told us, simply
and clearly, getting or not getting the Safari
back tothe WRCis our own decision.”

What do people think?
Todtsaid: “The modern World Rally
Championshipneedstoextendits horizons
and become more global and I would like
tosee usreturnto Kenyaforatoughand
demandingevent. Asthe world’s second
largest continent, Africais veryimportant
tothe FIA and the Safari Rally represents
everythingthatisinthe DNA of oursport.”

Makinen hasmade clear hisfeelings that
the current generation of World Rally Cars
arenot designed for endurance events or
roughroads. While the Safariorganisers
arekeentounderline this will be an event
morein line with therest of the WRC, the
Finn’snot convinced.

“Idon’tthink thisis what the sportis
aboutsomuchnow,” he told MN. “I'think
[this] event would be too expensive. Idon’t
like these kind of enduranceracesand
still there would be areas where we would
havetochangethecar.”

Makinen’s opposite number at M-Sport,
Malcolm Wilson, was keen to see what
next week brings.

“Thenumber one priority hastobe
safety,” said Wilson. “We simply couldn’t
runaSafariin the style of what we used to
do, notfrom a safety or a cost perspective.
T'vebeen told the roads would be smoother,
sothe carscould cope. Let’s see, froma
historical perspective it would be
interestingto have a Safari Rally back,
butithastobe cost-effective.”

Of the current drivers, Elfyn Evans
told MNhe’d beinterestedin competing
in Africa.

“Iwasinsecondary schoollasttime the
SafariRally wasrunning,” he said. “But
T'veheardthestoriesandit’saniconicevent
—itwould beinteresting, butit hasto work
foreverybody.”
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“Loeb has
done plenty
of homework”

F

e’s coming home. Sebastien
Loeb is back where he
belongs... atthe wheel of
afactory World Rally Car.

The time has come to set aside
the feelings that Citroen has let
Craig Breen down and focus on the positive side of
the story: a nine-time world champion’s back to
chase aseventh consecutive Rally Mexico win.

What's going to happen?

Nobody knows. Not you, not me and not even super-
Seb himself. He might win. He might be a second per
mile off the pace. Only time —and the times — will tell.

Much has been said about how much Loeb knows
about the route for Rally Mexico and how familiar he is
orisn't with the Guanajuato roads. But what we haven't
talked about so muchis the need for experience of
otheraspects of Mexico. Knowing the roads is one
thing, but knowing how to drive them is quite another.

Fromthe outside, the gravel tracks which reach out
from the Leon service park look much the same as any
others you might find around the world. But there’'s one
key difference for this event: the altitude. For much of
the time the cars will be in stage mode well north of
2000 metres; for us Brits, imagine Snowdon sitting
on Ben Nevis and the rally cars competing on top of
them both. That's how high we're talking.

Year-in, year-out we hear about the effect this has on
the engine, with the thinner air slashing power outputs
by as much as 20 per cent. So, the drivers have to get
used to aslower car: that can't be that complicated.

Actually, there's areal art to getting the best out
of Mexico. Naturally, the cars are tweaked and tuned
to deliver under the stress of high-altitude, but
ultimately it comes down to the driver being able
to make the difference.

The key here is momentum and keeping the carright
on the very limit of grip as long as possible. Any speed
scrubbed takes longer here than anywhere else to
build back up. Equally, less power means the softer
tyre will come into play far more than you would ever
have thought with ambient temperatures around 30
degrees and the hard-baked running even higher.

With less power comes less wheelspin and less
slip means less wear on the tyres. Additionally,
depending on how much rain there's been to wash
the loose gravel away, a thick layer of gravel allows
the wheels to spin without reaching down to the
tyre-burning bedrock.

Loeb knows this. Like he knows how to tune
the brake balance and bias to cope with excess
heat generated from what can be fairly fierce
Mexican sunshine.

Only two drivers (Jari-Matti Latvala, 11 and
Sebastien Ogier, 9) have started Mexico more
timesthan Loeb’s eight. Yes, it's been a while since
he was last here, but revisiting the data, talking to
the likes of the team’s co-ordinator Daniel Grataloup
and long-time Citroen engineer Didier Clement will
bring so much back to him —and that's before he
startstherecce.

Loeb remains the sharpest of operators and an
absolutely world-class driver. Countering that, time
waits for no man and six summers have been and
gone since he last opened the taps in Otates.

One thing's for sure: we'll all be waiting on the
first split for Citroen #11.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Bolivian teen for
WRC2 in Mexico

Seventeen-year-old Marco
Bulacia will make his
WRC2 debut at the wheel
of aFord Fiesta R5 at this
week’s Rally Mexico.

The Bolivian youngster
isthe second 17-year-old
tojoin the WRC2 ranks
in five months, following
Kalle Rovanpera.

Rovanpera also returns
to WRC2 duty, after
missing Sweden, with a
factory Skoda Fabia R5
in Leon this week.

Bulacia has mainly rallied

in his native Bolivia until
now, but did finish fourth
inaFord FiestaRSWRC
atlast year’s Bettega
Memorial event in Italy.

Bulaciasaid: “It’s
incredible to be contesting
my first WRC event-a
dream come true. In my
country there were no
R5 carsin competition
last year, soI had tolook
outside for experience.

We competed in Italy with
the Fiesta and secured two
podiums, but out of all the
drivers in Mexico I will
have the least amount of
experience and will need
the necessary kilometres
to know what level we
canbeon.”

Bulacia will face Briton’s
Gus Greensmith as well
as Rovanpera and his
team-mate, defending
WRC2 champion, Swede
Pontus Tidemand.

Mexico newcomer
Greensmith, who
completed a 120-mile
pre-event test in Greystoke

last week, said: “It feels like

anincredibly long time
since I have been behind
the wheelandIam
looking forward to kick-
startingmy 2018 WRC2
campaign with a good
result next week.”
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Ahlin was second |;
in BRC in 2017

ByJack Benyon

Swede Fredrik Ahlin is hoping to
gain experience of the eventsin
the European Rally Championship
this year before gunning forthe
overalltitlein2019.
The2017British Rally
Championship runner-up confirmed
last week that he would competein at
leastfive eventsinthe ERCin2018;
the Azores, Rally of Rome, Barum,
Rally Poland and Rally Latvia.
Heisalsolookingat competing
on the second round, the Canary
Island Rally, but willmakea
decision on that afterthe Azores.
The Swede will remain with the
Cumbrian firm CA1 Sport. The team
isheaded up by Martin Wilkinson, a
former engineer to Colin McRae and
Carlos Sainz. Ahlin will use a Skoda
Fabia R5for asecond season.
Ahlin chose the ERC over competing
inrounds of the WRC2 category.
“It’sgood to have amore even

playingfield [in ERC]because

in WRC2it’sreally hard tofight
with the works teams as they have
somany more opportunitiestotest
and all of these things,” said Ahlin.
“It’'samorelevel playingfield in
ERC where the preparation level
issimilar for everyone.It’samore
fairfightthan WRC2.”

Ahlinisalso considering outings
outside of the ERCashelooksto get
more experience of events further
afield than Sweden or Britain.

“We’relookingat doing Ypres, it’s
agood Tarmacrally and it will be
good preparation ahead of Rome
forus. There’sunfinished business
afterlastyear,” said Ahlin.

“We’ll do the South Swedish Rally,
duetoother commitmentsasthere’s
adocumentary beingfilmed about
meonthatrally. Wales Rally GBis
apossibility formeaswell.”

Ahlinwasleadingthe BRC
element of Ypreslast yearbeforea
low-speed rollruled him out.

Yates joins fellow BRC man Ahlin in Azores

British Rally Championship podium
finisher Rhys Yates will travel to the
Azoresfor thefirstround of the
European Rally Championship
round (March 21-23).

Yates has switched from a Ford
Fiestarun by hisfamily squad, the
Brettex Rally Team, toa Skoda Fabia
R5, which willberun by CA1 Sport,
which alsoruns Ahlin.

Yates said: “The prize of anevent
ina WRC car [for winning ERC
Under 28]is unlikely for me at this
point, butit’s nice tohave something
toaimat. That’show youimprove.

“Ibelieve we can be on the podium
in BRCthis year and I'm goingto
the Azoresto gain experience of
the event and to test myself against
some of the bestinthe ERC.”

Citroens upgraded for a Corsica push

Citroen tech chiefs will
introduce improved

suspension geometry to the

C3WRC atnextmonth’s
Tour de Corse—in the hope

of securing a home win that

looked on the cardsfor the

first half of last year’srally.

Thedrivers have talked
consistently aboutalack

of grip attherear of the C3,
something which was more
pronounced atlastmonth’s

Rally Sweden. While the
French firm declined to
comment on potential
specification changes for
Corsica, MNhaslearned
new rear geometry will be
on the car for round four.

For asphaltrallies, Citroen
has continued todevelopits

own suspension, but Ohlins
isunderstood to be further
refining the gravel
specification for the
remainder of the season.

Citroen technical director
Christophe Besse said he was
pleased with what he saw
from the team atlast month’s
Rally Sweden, where Craig
Breenfinished second.

“Weare goingina good
direction,” he said. “For
Sweden, all we had were the
developments we had made
for the car on the loose surface
rallies last year and itlooked
to work well.”

Besse admitted Kris Meeke’s
turbo failure still had the
team members scratching
their heads.

Meeke and Nagle to retrace steps

Kris Meeke and Paul
Nagle will revisit the
corner which almost cost
them Rally Mexico victory
last season when they
recce theroute this week.
Leading Sebastien Ogier
by 37seconds goinginto
thefinal stage, the Citroen
pair went off the road,
through ahedge and into
acar park, rejoining the
road to complete the stage
and win the rally with
13sstillin hand.
Thefootage was voted
the moment of the year
atlastseason’s WRC
Awardsin Australia.
Nagle admitted he didn’t
think their pacenote for
the corner would need
changing —just their
line through the bend.

“Wehaditnotedasa
fifth-gear right-hander
that tightened -the nature
of that corneris unlikely
tohave changed,” said
Nagle. “We’ll have alook
at the corner and maybe
while we’re there we’ll
takeaquicklook at the car
park —justto see exactly
whatsortof car park it
was that we wentin to!”

Lengthened by three
miles, the Derramadero
stage will be used twice
on Friday rather than
the single powerstage
use from 12 months ago.

“It'llbenicetogetin
thereand getitoverand
done with,” said Nagle.
“There’s abit of history,
butintheendit’sjust
another corner.”

Footage of Meeke in the Mexican car park went viral on social media
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BRC won'’t look at a
move away from RS

Border Counties Rally.

The series attracted seven R5machines
for the openinground, sixdown on the
number that started last year’s event.

“My own viewpointisthat the current
format we have for the British Rally
Championshipisthe correct format,”
BRC championship manager Iain
Campbell told Motorsport News.

“The guysthathavethe R5carsare
always going to want to do longer events
than45miles, sothereisareason forus

tohave them and I think it would be
foolish notto have them. That [changing
from R5s]isnoteven onmy radar.

“Weshould have the toprange of carsin
the championship.”

Anumber of drivers have cited budget
and astruggletoattract bigger sponsors
asareason for missingtheseries.
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‘Racers swap circuits

for rally outing’

R.A.C. Rally feature, p19

BRC STICKING WITH R5 FORMULA
DESPITE STRUGGLINE FOR ENTRIES

The British Rally Championship has
no planstomove away from the current
R5formulaasitstop class, despite
alower-than-expected entry for the

Including the cost of an R5,a year-long
budgetisin excess of £300,000.

For thefirst time sinceits returnin 2016,
the BRC hasno clashing rounds with the
Irish Tarmac Rally Championship, but
thathasfailed toattractanumber of its
competitors who have dovetailed with
the two championships previously.

Irishman drove Fiestain’17

Barrable back to

Fiesta for Irish Tar

Irish Tarmac Rally
Championship frontrunner
Robert Barrable will rejoin
the championship with a
Ford Fiesta R5.

Barrable will kick off West
Cork -an event he won in
2011 -having switched from
the Hyundai i20 he used last
year. The car will be provided
by Dom Buckley RSC.

“I’ve committed to the first
three rounds and we’ll see
how we go from there,” said
Barrable, who finished
second on the Rally of the
Lakes, but his season ended
after a crash in Donegal.

“The plan at the start of the
year is always to go out and do
the full championship. That is
the plan. But we’ll put a focus
on the first few rounds and
make a decision after that.”

Barrable did one eventin a
Fiestalast year, the Galway
International Rally, but it
was in an older-spec M-Sport-
built car.

“Ihaven’t driven the Evo2
Fiesta,” he added. “The last
time I drove a Fiesta was last
year butit was only the Evol.
We’ll have a day’s testing
before we go to West Cork,
and we’ll go from there.”

West Cork is the opening
round of the ITRC, which
isheld on March 17/18.
Reigning champion Sam
Moffettis returning.

BTRDA Rally First champ joins BRC Cadets

Reigning BTRDA Rally First
1.4champions Bart Langand
Sinclair Young will compete in
the Cadet Class of the British
Rally Championship this year.
Lang, 23, willdrive a
Ford Fiesta R2 prepared by
fellow Myerscough College
classmates, ashe himself is
athird-year student, on all
six eventsin the championship
this year.
“Ithinkit’sanecessary step
forme,” said Lang of the jump

to BRC competition. “I'ma
third-year motorsport student
at Myerscough, they’ve helped
outon the Micra where they
could. I've worked on Fiesta
R2s aspart of my studies with
Myerscough and we’ve been
outtoJWRC asamechanic,
which was fantastic.

“When they got this car
Thelped torebuild it when
ithadanaccidentinthe
hands of one of Mauger
Motorsport’s customers.”

MYERSCOUGH ¢
Momnsﬁélﬁ%)

Lang (second from right) will drive Myerscough’s Fiesta

SEEDED ENTRY

Wells, March 1l

MSA Asphalt Rally Championship, Tour of Epynt Rally, Builth

NO | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR

1 Bob Fowden/Aled Davies Subaru Impreza WRC
2 Damian Cole/Jamie Edwards Ford Fiesta WRC

3 Melvyn Evans/Mark Glennerster SubaruImpreza WRC
4 Steve Simpson/Patrick Walsh TBA

5 Jason Pritchard/Phil Clarke TBA

6 Mark Jones/John Hawkins BMW M3

7. Phil Turner/Simon Anthony Mitsubishi Lancer E9
8 Daniel Harper/Chris Campbell MINIJCW WRC

9 Ashley Field/TBA Darrian T90 GTR+

10 Huw Reed/Anthony Hackett Darrian T90 GTR

MSA Asphalt returns with Tour of Epynt Rally

Celebrating 40 years of rallying
this year, Bob Fowden will kick
off Sunday’s Tour of Epynt as
carnumber onein a strong field
allied to the return of the MSA
Asphalt Rally Championship
after a one-year hiatus on 2017.
Multiple Welsh Tarmac Rally
champion Fowden has plenty of
competition with 2016 champion
Damian Cole second on the road
in the car he used to win that
title,a Ford Fiesta RS WRC.
Melvyn Evans (Subaru),
Steve Simpson (TBA), Dan
Harper (Mini John Coooper
Works WRC) and the Darrian
(one of six) of Ashley Field
are alllikely to challenge.

There has been heavy
snowfallin the area, but
as MNwent topressit was
understood the event was set to
goahead, although travelling
crews and spectators should
check the Port Talbot Motor
Club’sand MSA Asphalt’s
websites and social media
channels before travelling.

Over 50 of the entry have
registered for the returning
Asphalt Championship, for the

75-mile shootout in Builth Wells.

The series goes to Belgium,
Northern Ireland and the Isle of
Man as well as two events on the
mainland over Otterburn and
this weekend’s Powys event.

Four champions to

national opener

FourIrish National Rally
championsareamongastrong
entry for Sunday’s Mayo Stages
Rally on theisland of Achill.

The Fords of Declan Boyle
(FiestaRS WRC), Donagh Kelly
(Focus WRC)and Roy White
(FiestaRS WRC)and Subaru
Imprezadriver Niall Maguire
(Subaru WRC) have seven
titlesbetween them.

Former Irish Tarmac Rally
champion Garry Jennings
(Subaru WRC)isalsoin the mix
along with Josh Moffett (Fiesta
R5)and Desi Henry, who makes

McGonigle leads the field
hisdebutinhis FiestaR5.
Last year’srally winner
Joe McGonigle stepsup to
aMiniJohn Cooper Works
WRCin2018andleadsthe
field away as car number one.
The68-mile eventruns three
stages, threetimes.

N DED NTRY

AchillIsland, Marchl1l

Irish National Rally Championship, Mayo Stages Rally,

NO | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CEAR

1 Joe McGonigle/Ciaran Geaney MiniWRC

2 Roy White/James O'Brien Ford FiestaRS WRC
3 Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley Ford Focus WRC

4 Declan Boyle/James O'Reilly Ford FiestaRS WRC
5 Garry Jennings/Rory Kennedy Subaru Impreza WRC
6 Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty Ford Fiesta R5

7 Desi Henry/Liam Moynihan Ford Fiesta RS

8 Niall Maguire/Enda Sherry Subaru Impreza WRC
9 Kevin Barrett/Sean Mullally Subaru Impreza WRC
10 Adrian Hetherington/Ronan O'Neill Ford Escort Mk2
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ByJack Benyon

The Border Counties Rally faces a
struggle to return to the rally
calendar with its championships
intact with no obvious date to
reschedule the postponed event.

The Jedburgh counter was due tokick
off the British Rally Championship, and
was the second round of the Scottish
Rally Championship.

However, with a congested calendar, it
looks unlikely that the Borders will be
abletorunonaweekend whereitis
suitable for both the SRCand BRC
(seecalendar boxes, right).

“Weneed tositdown asacommittee
and work out where weare,” said
Clayton Lackenby, Border Counties
Rally clerk of the course. “It’'sa
congested calendar to try and work out
where we canslotin and work in the
championships, it’s goingtobe
difficult and we know that. The other
events that were cancelled are looking
for datesas well.

“There’snothing[adate] that’s
obviouslyideal considering the British

ONED'BORDERCOUNTIES
RALLY FACESCALENDARH

and Scottish Championships. We have to
speak tothe championshipsand see
where they would want to be.

“We wouldn’t wanttoleave outa
championship, as we’ve committed to
both of them.”

British Rally Championship manager
Tain Campbell added: “Iadmire the
organiser’sstance, cancellingatatime
when competitors could still get
accommodation deposits and suchlike
back. Evenif the stages could have been
cleared, theissue of gettingmarshals
and rescue unitsinto place properly was
always goingtobeaconcern.”

The event was cancelled early [Friday
March 2] dueto concernsover getting
marshals and safety crewsintothe
stages. The event organisers were
robbed of valuable set-up time overlast
weekend due to heavy and drifting snow.
Thought was also given to the number
of crews travellinglongdistances and
from abroad, in order to give them time
torecoup cash.

Visit motorsport-news.co.uktoreada
column by Jack Benyon on why too many
eventsin the UK is causing problems.

JACHE

NDAR |CALENDAR '
BRC SRC

-
Apr 28 Pirelli International Apr21  |Speyside Stages
Jun23/24 |YpresRally |May 19 |RSAC Scottish Rally |
Aug 17/18 |Ulster Rally Jun23  |Argyll Rally
Sep 13-15 |RallyIsle of Man A | [Aug 11 |Grampian Rally
Oct4-7 Wales Rally GB j Sep8 |Galloway Hills Rally

Border Counties has been
postponed due to snow

Mid Wales: no

date for 2018 yet

The Mid Wales Stages
organiser was expected
tomeet earlier this week
to discuss anew date for
the event.

The Newtown-based
rally was returning in
2018, having elected not to
run the previous year due
to concerns over the
financial aspect of
running the event.

Therally had attracted a
quality entry, including
British Rally
Championship
frontrunner Tom Cave and
UK Top 40 recording artist
John Newman -due to
make his rally debut.

“We’ll have a meeting
early [this] week,” said
clerk of the course Wayne
Jones. “The planis to
gather the organising
committee and have a look
at dates and try to work out
if we can squeeze back into
the calendar.

“The Malcolm Wilson is
going toreschedule. We
need to see whenever
everyone else is going to
reschedule but we don’t
have a date in mind yet.
Hopefully we’ll have
something by the end of
next week. It’s up in the air
atthe moment.”
® The Bovington Stages
Rally, anon-spectator
eventin Dorset, has
confirmed the date it will
reschedule to after being
postponed last Sunday.
The new date for the event
is August10/11.

Malcolm Wilson Rally has BTRDA backing New title decider
The Malcolm Wilson Rally has the Malcolm Wilson Rally the last round for MN series
supportof the BTRDA Rally Series onthe calendar, asthe current The SMC Stages will become
intryingtorearrangean October curtain-closeristhe Trackrod Rally thefinalround of the
datefor the event afterit was Yorkshirein September. Motorsport News Circuit
snowed-off last weekend. BTRDA Rallies Committee Rally Championship for
The Cockermouth-basedrallywas chairman Neil Crossadded: “We 2017/18,replacingthe 2
duetorunlast Saturday, but the will support the Malcolm Wilson Donington Rally, which :
snowintheareamadeitdifficultfor =~ Rallyasmuchaswe can. We’d like was postponed due to snow MN Champlonshlp already visits Anglesey in March
marshals and volunteersto get to them tobearound of the last Sunday.
their posts. championship, they’realong- The Anglesey-based SMC for the championship scheduleat thelast minute.

“Theplanistorunitin October if
we can find a date that suits
everything,” said Malcolm Wilson
Rally clerk of the course Kevin
Savage. “You can’truneventsinthe
Lake District after Easter and before
the end of September.

“Weneed the BTRDA for the
entry. Without the BTRDA you
wouldn’t make the event pay. We’re
hopingtohaveitallsortedinthe
nextfew weeks.”

The October date would make the

standing member. We're working
with them tofind an acceptable date.

“Thereneedstobealotof
communication between events and
championships [because of the
number of rallieslookingtorun
laterintheyear].”

Savage confirmed that those who
hadn’t withdrawn before the event
was cancelled would receive a
refund, less the £50 non-refundable
deposit. That deposit will be taken
off if crews electtore-enter.

Stages (April 15)is situated at
theisland’s Ty Croes Circuit.
The championship already
visits the same venue, for the
Lee Holland Memorial
Stagesin March,andithas
beeninthe MN series sinceit
startedin 2015/16.

Now, the championship
will visit North Wales twice
with the event slottinginto
the calendar.

“Itwasthereserve event

because thedates are close to
the end of the championship,
itmeantitcould beusedasa
reserveround and if
anythinghappened at the
last minute, we could still
invokeit,” said MN Circuit
Rally Championship
co-ordinator Darren Spann.
“It’sacircuit we know and
areusedto, whichisalsoa
massive advantage when
bringingan eventintothe

“They areaset of
organisersI’'ve worked very
closely with in the past, the
main person behind that
eventistheradiocontroller
onthe Oulton Park event
[Neil Howard Stages].”

The Lee Holland Memorial
StagesonMarch 18/19isthe
nextround of the
Championship, followed by
Alan Healy Memorial
Cadwell Stages on April 8.

Jasper/Whyatt topped only
rally to run last weekend

' Roskirk Stages Rally

ByPhilJames

Organiser: Blackpool South Shore Motor Club When:
March 4 Where: Three Sisters Race Circuit, Wigan.
Championships: ANWCC; SD34; F1000; Three Sisters
Rally Challenge Stages: 12 Starters: 31

Mark Jasper and Don Whyatt

headed the standings throughout

tobringtheir Ford Escort Mk2to
victory, seven seconds ahead of
the Vauxhall Corsa of Ryan
Burnsand Shaun Hughes on the
Roskirk Stages at Three Sisters.
Having suffered a broken
steeringarmon SS2, Jasper’s
Escortthereafter ran faultlessly
ashefended off the challenge of
Burnsand the Escort Mk2

crewed by Andrew Morrisand
Chloe Thomas.
When Morris’s tyre gamble of

runningslicks on SS7backfired,

Burnstook advantage and
secured the runners-up spot.

Brandon Smith and Dylan
Thomaspaid a heavy price for
their stage three spin and could
only managefourthin their
Darrian T90 GTR while Martin
Evansand Lee Edwards
completed the top fivein their
Escort MK2.

Class2winners Stephenand
David Terry claimed seventh in
their Nissan Micra ahead of the
Corsaof top Class 3finishers
Richard and Adam Kay.

Reigning Three Sisters Rally
Challenge champions John and
Alex Stone were without their
Ford Fiesta S2500 which suffered
arecentenginefailure, souseda
Renault Twingo R1prepared by
RallyMe. After getting stuckin
gear on thelasttwo stages, the
duostill finished 12th overall.
Results

1 Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt (Ford Escort Mk2) 32mé1s;
2 Ryan Burns/Shaun Hughes (Vauxhall Corsa) +7s;

3 Andrew Morris/ Chloe Thomas (Escort Mk2);

4 Brandon Smith/ Dylan Thomas (Darrian T30 GTR);

5 Martin Evans/Lee Edwards (Escort Mk2); 6 Nick
Stamper/Darren Riley (Subaru Impreza); 7 Stephen
Terry/David Terry (Nissan Micra); 8 Richard Kay/Adam
Kay (Corsa); 9 Calvin Woods/ Connor Aspey (VW Lupo);
10 James Swallow/ Victoria Swallow (BMW Compact).
Class winners: Tom Urquhart/ Matt Hewlett (Nissan
Micra); Terry/Terry; Kay/ Kay; Evans/ Edwards; Smith/
Thomas; Edward Lewis/Sam Bilham (Citroen C1).
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Katsuta (below)
stunned in Sweden

enerally
speaking,
racingdrivers
don’tlikebeing
told whereto
g0.Orhow fast
they should go
when they get there. They choose
their own lines, make their own
decisions. Mavericks, withno
need for a wingman.

That was Takamoto Katsutaa
few yearsago. Second in hisfirst
season drivinga TOM’S Dallara
inthefrontline All-Japan Formula 3
Championship, a Toyota Formula
Challenge title under hisbeltand
the 20-year-old had his ducks
neatly lined up.

That was 2013. A year onand
Katsuta’sbeingtold where to go.
Racing’snotfor him. He’sarally
driver now.

Theland of therisingsunisaplace
with an outstandingrally history.
Intermsof nations, only France and
Italy have produced more successful
rally cars. Mitsubishi and Subaru
dominated their days and Toyota
hasreturned to chase-and possibly
surpass-former gloriesin the sport.

For a country producing such great
metal, the men haven’t quite followed.
It’sjustasbafflingin Formula1:
historically brilliant engineers
and engines and a podium each for
Aguri Suzuki, Takuma Satoand
KamuiKobayashi.

Atthesecondround of thisyear’s
World Rally Championshipin
Sweden, Katsuta showed the first
significant signs of beingable toturn
atleastthemuddy side of thatfortune
around. The 24-year-old rocked the
establishment with an extraordinary
WRC2winin his Ford FiestaR5.

Out of nowhere the quiet Japanese
found himself in the full glare of the
spotlight. It’snot often thata WRC2
driver comes close to overshadowing
themainfield, but Taka verynearly
did just thatin Torsby.

Itwasn’tjustthathe won, it wasthe
mannerin which hedid it. He simply
never stopped pushing. Even when

justthesix-mile Torsby stage
remained and hehelda10.1s
advantage over Pontus Tidemand,
herefusedtorelax.

“Thefeeling,” hetold me ahead of
thefinal stage—thebiggest of hislife,
“isthat this 10secondsisnotenough.
Heisvery fastand I have bigrespect
for him and hisdriving skill.I cannot
slow down, Ineed abigpushinhere.”

There was undoubtedly an element
of him trying to out-psyche his
opponent, butat the same time you
gotthefeelingthat even he couldn’t
believe whathe’d done. And that
he wasstill doingit. The former
F3racer wasfully deserving of the
praise and applause which came
his way soon after the stage.

He’scomealong way from Aichi,
theregion of Japanjusteast of
Toyotacity, where he was born
and brought up. Henowlivesin
Jyvaskyla, home town of Rally
Finland. It’sfair tosay, Formula 3’s
anincreasingly distant memory.

“InF3,” hesays, “lots of drivers
were pushing and pushing for
Formula1and this was goingto
be difficult. Racing was good.
Istarted kartingat 12and became
adevelopment driver for Toyota
and Yamaha in my lasttwo years
[inkarting]. Then Formula
Challenge and F'3, but thenit
was difficult. My fatherisarally
driver, soIlooked torallying.”

And hisfather’snotjustanyold
rally driver. His fatheris Norihiko
Katsuta,aman whosealed hiseighth
Japaneserally titlelast season.

By thistime Toyota’sintentions
hadbecome clearinrallyingand the
search-instigated by Toyota Motor
Corporation president Akio Toyoda—
hadbegun tofind a Japanese driver
for his Japanese car. The third and
final piece of this Japanesejigsaw
will be the return of Rally Japan to
the WRC calendar, something that
could comeas soon asnext year.

“From whenIwas young, I wanted
to goto world level in motorsport, not
justinJapan,” says Katsuta. “My dad
hadthesameidea, he wanted to goto

Pace hasimproved over 2017

thetoplevel, but the timing wasn’t
rightfor him. ButnowIam coming
andIThave some big dreams from
mydad. Thisis whenIsaw the
news of Toyota’s Rally Challenge
Program. ThisiswhenIsaid: ‘OK,
now Imustgorallying.”

Katsuta was signed up alongside
the son of another famousrally
driver, Toshi Arai’s boy Hiroki.

That was 2015and, towards the end of
that season, Katsutamadehisrally
debutoutside of Asia. Therewasa
promising seventh overall on the
TurkuRally in Finland, but the
TommiMakinen-run Group N
SubaruImprezaended up off the
road on the next two events. In that
first season, Takamoto was co-driven
by three people, all Japanese. Given
rallying’s Euro-centricnature,
hewasencouragedtotakea
Europeannavigator.

Enter Dan Barritt. Burnley’sfinest
hadjust parted company with Elfyn
Evansand waslookingfor another
seat. Turning Japanese was nothing
new for Barritt, who had already
worked with Fumio Nutahara and
Toshi Arai. The difference was,
however, those two were well
established in theirrally careers.

Katsuta wasanythingbut.

“Thebiggest problem we had
whenIstarted with him was the
pacenotes,” says Barritt. “Nutahara
didn’t speak a huge amount of

| English, but the difference with him
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Takamoto Katsuta was runner up in All-Japan F3 in the 2013 season

was thathe could make the notes.
Takamoto was struggling with the
notes. He’d had some training, but it
was very, very basic stuff. We started
out withanumber system of oneto
fivefor the speed, the distance to
thenext corner and some basic
descriptions of the cornersahead.

“Itwassuchadifficult time for him,
he wasso green. There was somuch
forhimtolearnandif hedidn’t
understand what was goingon,
we werejust goingto crash. It’sfair
tosay there were some pretty dark
timesearlyinthat year. Hedidn't
have enoughinformationinthenotes
about the speed, we were always
lookingto create extra words. He had
tolearn todrive slow before he could
learntodrivefast. It wastough.”

Butthere was progress. Andless
crashes. Barritt, of course, returned
toEvans’side for the 2017 season,
butadmitshe’d seen enough of
Katsuta tounderstand the natural
talent wasthere.

“He cameoninleapsand bounds
through 2016,” he says, “and when
everything was working, you could
seehewasagooddriver. Hehada
great memory, something which
comes with starting out on a circuit,
but we were tryingtotake adriver
fromasingle-venue [rally]to
becomingthe next Sebastien Ogier.”

Katsutaunderstood the 2016/17
off-season was make or break. He
went back to Japan and thought

about his options, before returning
tohisbasein Jyvaskylatoredouble
hisefforts. “He got anew co-driver
(Marko Salminen)and they worked
sohard on theirnotes over that
winter,” says Barritt.

Salminen’s Finnishinfluenceis
increasingly obviousin Katsuta’s
notesthesedays.

“We have some Finnish words
now,” says Katsuta. “We have ajaa,
thismeanspush. But wealso have
some Japanese wordslike mizu,
which describes wet, slippery
conditions. These words are
good, they’re shortand easy
tounderstand.”

Taka and his co-driver are clearly
on the same pagenow. Their pace
in Sweden —and their consistency
of speed-was asexceptional asit
was surprising.

“Idon’tthink anybody saw that
coming,” says Barritt. “ButI’'m so
pleased for him. He’s worked hard
and tocomefrom where he was,
hedeservesthis.”

Katsutais, however, more
interested in where he’s going.

“Ihavetofocusonthe world,”
hesays. “That’s where I wantto
bechampion.”

Makinen and Toyoda have shied
away from talking debut eventsin
aYaris WRC, but thatmoment can’t
befaraway if Taka can back up his
Swedish pace on the remainder of
thisyear’s WRC2rounds. ®
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Pair’s Escort looked
rather second hand

Photos: Paul Lawrence

HAVING A BLAST ON THE LOOSE

How two racing experts took to the stages on the R.A.C. Rally. By Paul Lawrence

ast November,
historicracers
David Gathercole
and Martyn Donn
left their comfort
zone far behind
them to tacklethe
Roger Albert Clark Rally.

Gathercole and Donn teamed up for
aseries of one-day events through
theyearasalead-intotacklingthe
Roger Albert Clark in Gathercole’s
Ford Escort MK1.

He’soneof theleadingengine
buildersinhistoricracing, sothe
supply of atwo-litre BDA unit was
never goingtobeaproblem.

“Istartedracinginkarts whenI
was 16soI'vebeenracingforthe
better part of 40 years, althoughThad
afairly biggapinthemiddleof it,”
says Gathercole. “WhenIwasakidI
was totally fascinated by watching
theRACRally highlightsonthe TV.I
followed therally whenIwasan
apprentice. It was always my
dreamtogorallyingbutit was
justtoo expensive and racing was
moreaccessible.”

When he was 21 yearsold, David
andafriend boughta Triumph
Dolomite Sprint, which they were
goingtoprepareforrallyingbutit
was a stillborn project because by the
time they’d got all the rotand rust out
of the car, they’d run out of money.

“Welooked at twin-cam Escortsand
it wasjust more than we could afford.
Solstarted racingan MG Midgetand
somehow we managedit.”

Inmorerecent times, Gathercole
hassuccessfully raced arange of
historic single-seaters and sports-
racingcars. Donn, meanwhile, raced
in Formula Vee before switching to
historics where he won the 2016
Derek Bell Trophy ina Formula
Atlantic LolaT'760. However, he did
somerallyingin his younger days
and jumped at the chance to co-drive
for Gathercole.

“I'ddoneafewrallies beforeit,
fairly unsuccessfully,” says
Gathercole of preparations forthe
four-day event. “But wehad no
concept of how punishingthe
stages would be and how
challenging the whole rally would be.
It wastotal madness!”

Gathercole drove the Escortfora
week before therally in the freezing
coldtotry andiron outall thefinal
littleissues and quickly realised they
needed aheaterinitastheyfaced
fourlongdays covering gravel
stagesin Wales, the Scottish borders
and Kielder forest.

“We’d done the Woodpecker a few
weeks earlier and decided we needed
tobuy abetter intercom so we could
heareach other,” says Gathercole.
“Tothisday,Idon’t know if that was

Donn (right) in his usual Formula Atlantic Lola

' actually beneficial or not!”

They had ashock when they
arrived atthestartof therally.
“When we got to Shelsley Walsh we
realised it was bigger than we had
anticipated. ThelasttimeI’d beento
ShelsleyIwas 13.I1think Martyn gota
bit frustrated at my inability to drive
and my fearless approach tothe
forest stages, but we dugit out of the
dykeevery time,” recalls Gathercole.

“Wethoroughly enjoyed ourselves
and thenight stages were just
incredible.I've done the Le Mans
Classicatnight but going through the
forest, and passing carsthatare
upside down, was somethingelse.”

Thefirstlegin Wales went well
enough but the dramakicked in early
onthesecondday on the southern
end of Kielder. They found a sizeable
ditchand had another Escortand a
Saab for company. Fortunately, with
some help from the sweeper car they
gotoutand got goingagain and the
rest of the day went quite well with
some good stage times.

“Ononestage we’d been off and we
cameround a corner and there wasa
BMW withitsfront wheelsinaditch.
We gotourrope outand gavethema
tug,” explains the driver. “That was
the attitude that everyone seemed to
have towards each other. Just keep
goingandfinish atall costs.

“Amazingly Sunday in Scotland

Gathercole is more used to handling this LolaT212 sports racer

was pretty much a trouble-free day
and we survived theicelateron,
which wasn’t skill, it was just luck.
OnMonday inthefinallegin Kielder
thefirst stage went swimmingly well,
sowe probably gained justatad too
much confidence. We went into the
20-mile second stage and we were
about halfway through when we
rolled and went overtwice.”

Thecarlooked pretty sorry and
they wererather dejected asthey
thought that wasit and they were out
of therally. The car wassatonatree
stump so therear wheels weren’t on
theground.

Gathercole explains: “We found
somelonglogsandusedthemasa
lever. We just squeezed between two
tree stumpsto get the car back onto
theroad. So we werebackin.

“Wetank-taped all the windows
backinsoitlooked somethinglike,
butnotverylike,an Escortand we
werelooking through adamaged
windscreen. On the second run
through thelong20-mile stage we got
tothe same corner and Martyn
warned mebutThaditupontwo
wheels again. There were some
expletives over the intercom.

“We werejustabouttogointothe
laststage and there was apoor guy in
aEscort Mk2and his differential had

broken. We were now just driving for
afinish and twomilesinto the stage
we started to pick up amisfire. The
high-pressure fuel pump had packed
upand we stopped on stage and had
to wait for the pump to cooldown so
we could restart the engine and we
limped on at about 2500rpm. But we
gotittothefinish.”

Despiteall the dramas and the
mental and physical challenges, they
arealready planningareturn for the
nextedition in November 2019.

“We can’t waitto goback and doit
again. You can’treally putitinto
words,” smiles Gathercole. “Ijust
love the atmosphere around the rally
world. The camaraderie, the
laughingand joking: There were
never any harsh words said, which
was totally refreshing. If IThad the
opportunity togoanddoitagainin
thenext10minutes, I’d goand doit.”

Itisclear that,for someone who
hasdonean awfullot of racing,
crossingthetrackstorallyinghas
been an amazing experience.

“It’s probably a bitlate for a
mid-life crisis and it is something
that will live with you forever,” he
says. “Alifetime experience: the
most amazing, rewarding and
gruelling thing I've ever done on
four wheels.” ®
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afternoon as everybody

played catch-up on mileage.

There’s certainly not much data to
go on —for the teams or for those of us
analysing what we saw in Spain —but
by being on the ground at Barcelona’s
Circuit de Catalunya the reporting
team from our sister title Autosport
was still able to pick out several
interesting details that emerged

duringthe openingtest.

With better weather predicted for
next week’srunning, test two will
certainly put more meat on the bones,
but for now the bones we have to
work with are worth alook.

re-season Formula
1 testing can be
difficultenough
togetaclear
understanding
from, even when
things go smoothly,
butin 2018 the first test gave us
even fewer indications than
usual thanks to the weather.
Freezing temperatures, rain —and
even heavy snow on one morning —
made the first three and a half days
effectively a write-off for the teams,
anditledtoa very busy final

The new Red Bull looks
very good, with none of
the problems that held
back last year’s early car.
But with Renault takinga
conservative approach
with its power unit, and
question marks over when
themajor ERS upgrade
featuring the long-delayed

new in-house MGU-K
willland, it’s uncertain
when that will change.
The Renault package
hasn’t stood still. The
three-tenths of lap time
that weren’t available
foruseatlastyear’s
AbuDhabifinaleis now
available, asthereis

maybe a tenth of further
gains. But that still puts

the Renault behind, and
maybe by 40-50bhp.

Red Bullis certainly
quick, and there’s every
chanceit will atleast be
asclosetothefrontasit
was at the back end of
last season when Max

THE 10 THINGS WE LE/

Do times actually mean anything? Our reporting teamd

The RB14 looked
great, but struggled

Verstappen wonin
Malaysia and Mexico.

Butunlessthe chassisis
aclear step ahead of that
of Mercedes and Ferrari,
thedangerisit’s going
tobe another season of
fighting for winsrather
than the title.

Edd Straw
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4 ...BUTRENAULT'S TEAM
TAKENA STEP FORWARD

There’slots of good news for the
Enstone-based works Renault
team. Havingfinished last season

asthefourth-fastest carand

nickingsixthinthe constructors’
championship, even the sketchy

datafromthefirsttest suggestsit
hastakenanother stride forward.

While the car superficially
looks pretty similar, there

aremajor changes under the

bodywork in the packaging.
And forthesecond test,anew
front wing with a different

It’stoo early for Renat
title contender, and itis
rebuilding phase. Butfo

conceptissettobeintroduced placein the constructor
that could help unlock further championshipisareali
aerodynamic performance. target. And thefirst test
That’san area where Enstone ithasgotarealisticchar
hasbeefed up significantly of taking on fellow Renz
recently, and there’srealistic powered team McLarer

expectationthatthedevelopment carthatlooksnimbleanc
rate will be good. I
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EGOMPETITIVE
TURE IS EMERGING

entisn’tasludicrous
inds after a week of

nningthat often
eaningless. Butif you
ousoutliersfromthe
mes—notably Stoffel
sseries of hypersoft
verall) and Kevin
’scharge on supersofts
Thursday, you get

ewerelargely

cadinginto 2018.
> adjustments weend

is Hamilton’s Mercedes
of asecond quicker
ian Vettel’s Ferrari

, with Hamilton usinga

Daniel Ricciardo (0.846
d Max Verstappenis

T, but Red Bullhad a
esome testthanits
completingalmost

100fewerlaps,and Ricciardo’s best
lap wasnear the end of a 30-pluslap
runontheopeningday-sothereis
timeintheRB14.

Behind Kimi Raikkonen’s Ferrari
it’sabattle between the Renault of
NicoHulkenbergand the Renault-
powered McLaren of Fernando
Alonso. McLaren willhopetobe
troubling Red Bull more than
worrying about fending off the
works Renault team, buttheR.S.18
lookslike asolid step forward from
the carthatended 2017 asthe fourth-
fastest,and Enstone didn’t getas
greedy as Woking when it cameto
use of the softest tyreslast week.

Behind the suspected bigfive
it’sall to play for, although Sauber
consistently sat near the bottom
of the times, suggestingitsrecovery
from the doldrums willnotbe an
instantone.

Glenn Freeman

Snow stunted day three.
Butto passthe time, and
incite some social media
hilarity, Mercedes
crafted its own‘iceman’.
‘Karlthe F1 Snowman’
already has over 1,400
Twitter followers...

IS

lttobea
stillina
urth

S

stic

suggests

ForceIndiahad a quiettest. A sensor

problem meant it suffered on dayone,
and reserve driver Nicholas Latifi
was too ill to drive.Sergio Perezand

effective.
dd Straw

Esteban Ocon gained some miles.

A whel problm
led to a bad start

The sweet irony of a
Honda leading a McLaren

TROUBLEAT

Vandoorne (1) an

d Alonso
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IRNEDFROM TESTING

Pre-season testinghasnot been
kind toMcLareninrecent years,
butthe team was optimisticas
itheadedtoBarcelonawitha
Renault, rather than Honda,
engineintheback of thecar.

McLaren ended the test with
2601aps, 52more thanitmanaged
lastyear and only 64 short of
table-topper Toro Rosso. Butit
could have been so much better,
had itnotbeen for afew minor
errorsorissues.

OnMonday, McLaren sat
outmost of the morning after
Fernando Alonso was left
stranded in the gravel when
theright-rear wheel came loose.
Racingdirector Eric Boullier
saidithad simply notbeen
fastened “tightenough”.

Thenextday, the team suffered
somefire damage when what
ittermedas “a£2bolt” failed,
lettingthe exhaust comeloose.

Despite high temperatures
attherearthatdamagedthe
bodywork on thefinal day, it
recovered well with Stoffel
Vandoorne clocking 1101aps
before Alonsoadded 51.

Alonsodeclared himself “really
happy” atthe conclusion of the
test, but McLaren needsacleaner
runintesttwoif itistostart
the season on a stronger foot.

Lawrence Barretto
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Fl TESTING

Robert Kubica hasbeen

- ) very open when asked about
hislimitationsashebidsto
- returnto F1, having suffered
e

life-threateninginjuriesina
rally crashin 2011.
Butin Barcelona, he admitted
to growingtired of consistently
NN . havingtoanswer questions on
1N the subjectand called for the
P‘F‘\\ B Y e focustobeonthespeedand
\\-\“ R - X . 'Y feedbackhedeliversinhis
- : _ _ . . Williamsreserverole.
e | TR - ¢ “We should stop talkingabout
Yie-2 g this,” hesaid. “If Ican jumpin the
caranddothejob,Ithink that’s
fair enough. Of courseThave my
limitations but Inever hide them.

“TheproblemisIwastoo
honest with everybody and
they kept asking questions,
Ithink we should stopit.”

Healsoinsisted hisfocusison
helpingtheteamandtherace
drivers Sergey Sirotkin and
Lance Stroll.

Butavoidingthe comparisons
of his pace versus Sirotkin this
season will be difficultanditis

Kubica is bored of | undoubted heretains hope of
Tinribm ; completing what would bea
i R Bl remarkable F1racing comeback.
Lawrence Barretto

Testing in Spain LAPS COMPLETED: 2017v2018

guarantees good weather,

right?Wrong! F1 teams - 600

and the shivering fans! Only three.tea:tl? got
—were left frustrated by more running this year
alackofactivity onday = —_
three, as heavy snow swept 2017
in.Fernando Alonso was 2018 mm—m
the only drivertoseta

time, and only five drivers

daredto gooutatall.
Ferraridescribed the
conditions as “pointless to
runanFl carin”, andit’s
clearthat mostofthe

grid agreed.

THEHALOIS ADRIVER ID NIGHTMARE

Duringthistest, halo-eraFlarrived driver given their helmetsare hidden. Lesseffective were the teams
inforce with all 10 cars running Itdidn’ttakelongtoadapttothe that painted the halotointegrate
pukkaversions of the cockpit factthehaloisthere,although intothelivery, with thenew Ferrariin
head protection structures fully surprisingly it was the bland black particular grating.
integrated intothecars. halos used by Red Bull, Mercedes, Thehaloremainsafrustratingand
Thebiggest problem it posesisnot McLaren, Haasand Renaultthatwere  unsightly halfway house, butit’shere
the offensiveness of the haloitself. theleastobtrusive and effectivelyjust ~ tostayandit won’ttakelongto get
Instead, it’sthefact thatitmakesit blended into the background without used toit. Especially the black ones.
evenmoredifficult topick out the ruining the shape of the car. Edd Straw

Mezxcedes
Ferrari
Red Bull
Forxce India
Williams
Renault
Toro Rosso
McLaren

T ‘

Red Bulldidn’t have its most productive of tests in
Barcelona. Aftex Daniel Ricciardo gave the teama
solid start by going fastest on medium tyres on day
one, the squad suffered a number of teething issues.
MaxVerstappen endured two fuelleaks and then
binned the carinto the gravel to essentially halt his
final day of running.The team took great care to hide
the new car’s floor as it came back to the garage,

Halo, better in black? suggesting there’s something rather cunning

Ferrari doesn’t think so e




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 7 2018 23

Photos: LAT

Weather chatisdull atthe ontothesecondtest—but togetpartsacross, butas Toro

best of times, but the subject they couldn’tall agree. Rossotechnical director James
dominated the headlines at The snow hitaspredicted Key said overcomingthose
testinglast week asmuch of and day three was a write-off. challengesis “perfectly
Europe was hit by severe Admittedly, the weather has doable”. Let’smakeithappen.
weather from storms. been unusually severe but Lawrence Barretto
The opening two days of Barcelonaisalways cold at
the test were blighted by low thistime of year.
temperatures. Combined So F1should goto Bahrain
with anew track surface, for thefirst time since 2014.
gripwasatapremiumand Itmay besslightly more
very little meaningful expensive logistically,
running was completed. but that willbe money
With snow predicted well spent given the
for Wednesday, the teams smooth work that
discussed postponing canbedone.
runninguntil laterin the Tt will be more
week or bolting an extra day challengin._g forteams

i

Apparently nobody

likes the wet weather

I TEAMS NEED TO STOP
FEARING THE WET

Last year in Barcelona
testing, the track was
artificially wet to allow
tyretesting, and allit did
was just waste everybody’s
time. This year when the
track was actually wet
on Wednesday afternoon
nobody was willing to go
out. That’sjust wrong.
You can always learn
somethingin those
conditions, and we know

that most teams will end up knowledgeis goingto
complaining about lack of be beneficial. This was
wet or intermediate tyre amissed opportunity,
knowledge when itrains especially as teams need
on agrand prix weekend. tounderstand what they
ITknow partsarescarce, but can do to make these cars
driverscanbecareful where lessdifficultin the wet.
they push and somereal OnethingIcanbesure
work can still be done. of was thatif Jordan was
Talways saw conditions hereandIwasthereonthe

pitwall, we’d have been out
there taking advantage.
Gary Anderson

like these as an opportunity
topull off a shock, so for
small teams any wet

The weather was so poor—
most of the time it was wet,
cold, or snowing—that the
afternoon of the warmer
final day represented the
only meaningful running.
With the exception of
Red Bull, every team took
advantage of that, butit’s
significant that the twoteams
furthestbehind their mileage
total fromtestonein 2017

Merc was quickest, but
way down on mileage

¥ F1SHOULD DITCH SPAIN FOR BAHRAIN

)

Testing was a mixed bag for McLaren.
It’s new erawith Renaultengines
suffered a few hiccups-none engine-
related for once.But StoffelVandoorne
looked quick by going third fastest
overall, albeit on the new hypersoft
tyres, proving the MicLaren has pace
when it’s on four wheels...

Formulal fans are ahardy bunch, and
Barcelona this year featured anice
variety.This one definitely felt the
force (nine gale...), but was curiously
camouflaged onWednesday morning...

EVEN THE BIG TEAMS ARE BEHIND

are Mercedes and Ferrari much work asitcanineven
(seegraph, left). lesstimethanusual, butit
Thetwo biggest teams offersaglimmer of hope
have been able to get down to that the best cars won’t be
seriousrace simulation work assorted by the time they

surprisingly early inrecent

years, but this week nobody got

atraditional fullrace simin.
Mercedes was philosophical
about thelost mileage, saying
it’s simply a case of comingup

with anew plantocomplete as

areunpacked in Australia.
Theonly teams better off at
thisstagethanin2017are ones
thathad forgettablefirst tests
12monthsago: McLaren,
Toro Rosso and Williams.
GlennFreeman
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Ginetta GT5 Challenge 2018

Mar 31/Apr 2

|PACKAGE
British GT

|VENUE
Oulton Park

Apr 28/29

Rockingham British GT

May 19/20

Thruxton TOCA

June 9/10

Silverstone British GT

July 21/22

Spa British GT

Aug 25/26

Knockhill TOCA

Sep 22/23

British GT

Donington Park
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Joining the BTCC bill at
Thruxton is a big draw

Popular series is boasting a stunning entry of top drivers and teams. By Stephen Lickorish

treally is quite some
list of drivers. Often
championshipsare
incorrectly described
ashavinga ‘strong’
entry, but thatis
genuinely the case
for the Ginetta GT5 Challenge
thisyear. Andit’sall the more
impressive when you consider
it’sforaseriesthatdoesn’t
always command a huge
amount of attention.

Two Junior Saloon Car champions
(Katie Milner and Will Dyrdal),a
JSCCtitle contender (Gordie Mutch),
aFiesta Junior frontrunner (Josh
Hislop), three Ginetta Junior graduates
(Scott McKenna, Connor Grady
and Charlie Digby),a world and
European kartingchampion (Brett
Ward) and last year’s GT5runner-up
(Shane Stoney). Thatis surely the
definition of astrongentry.

Thelist goes on far beyond those
names too, with the grid close to
beingfull. That may not beasurprise

foracategory thatregularly boasts
packedfields, butitisthe quality of
thisyear’sentryinparticular that
makesitstandout.

Andit’snotjustonthedriversfront
thatit’s provingahit. Some bigand
successful teams also compete too.
You've got thelikes of GT regulars
Century Motorsport, Optimum
Motorsportand Fox Motorsport,
along with theracingarm of
Ginetta’strackday operators W2R
Motorsport, and previous GT5 title-
winner Xentek Motorsport. And
for this year, successful squad HHC
Motorsport hasdecided toreturn
forthefirsttime since 2012.

Sowhat’sthe secretbehind the
series’success?

Budgetis certainly akey point,
with entry fees a fraction of some of

Infact, youdon’tneedtobepartof a
bigteam with many driversracingas
privateers. “The carsarereally cost-
effectivetorunandit’s great funto
drive,” reckons Ginetta’s motorsport

Ginetta’s other main championships.

manager Ash Gallagher. “It’s
possibly the most cost-effective way
togetoutinarear-wheel-drive carin
the UK. We've worked hard over the
winter tomake sure we're talking to
theright people and when you’ve got
agood packageitsellsitself.”

Clearlyithasdonejust that, with
therear-wheel-drive point beinga
significant one when it comesto
attractingaspiring GT racers.
Another factor thatis often discussed
isthe calendar. The seriesisaregular
on British GT’s supportbill and joins
itinmakingthetripto Spa.Italso
visits the Thruxton and Knockhill
rounds of the British Touring Car
Championship, benefiting from
thehugetrackside crowds and live
television coverage that entails.

“Ithink that [BTCCrounds] has
certainly helped -it’sabigdraw,”
says Gallagher.

HHC team boss Charlie Kemp
agreesthecalendarisamajor
factorintheseries’success.

“It goeshand inhand with British

But Ginetta Junior isn’t looking quite as healthy as top teams depart

While the GT5 Challenge is
thriving at the moment, things
are notlooking quite sorosy in
another of the manufacturer’s
championships: Ginetta Junior.
The seriesis reeling from the
loss of atleast two of its top
teams from last season. That JHR
Developments is not competing
isnosurprise considering the
engine tampering scandal it
was embroiled in last year that
culminated with the team being
suspended by Ginetta. But the
bigger blow comes in the form of
HHC Motorsport withdrawing —
the team that has powered the
champion to the title four timesin
thelastsix years. Add in Douglas
Motorsport considering quitting

too, and thereis a clear gap at the
top of the series.

But Ginetta motorsport manager
Ash Gallagher is unconcerned.

“It’s always been the way with
the top teams,” he says. “When I
started running it, Hillspeed were
at the front of the championship
along with TJ Motorsport and
Tollbar and there was no HHC
or JHR. Then those guys retired
or moved on and then now they
[HHC] are moving on to other
things too. It’s just a cycle really.”

Elite Motorsport is now the only
team that won arace in 2017 that
is definitely staying on the grid -
anditisfielding a full six-car
team. With 13 drivers currently
confirmed, that means half

of them are with just one outfit.

New squads are looking at
entering the series and Total
Control Racingisreturning
after a year’s absence, but these
are unlikely to completely fill the
void at the top.

“Ithinkit’sin a very similar place
toRenault Clios-Idon’t think
we’ve got a good enough batch of
teams in the paddock,” says Wayne
Eason, boss of Renault UK Clio Cup
team WDE Motorsport-whichis
entering the series this year. “That
is why Isee it [Ginetta Junior]
as a good opportunity forus.”

It’s certainly a year of change for
the series and we’ll soon know
what those team changesreally
mean for the future of the category.

GT,” hesays. “We’re effectively
startingalittleladder and while
youcanbel6toracein GT5,youcan
alsobeany age—soitgivesastraight
jumpinto GT cars which aren’tjust
for young professionals but also for
gentlemendrivers. Thecarisa
proven carandit’sagood bit of kit,
onslick tyres, and on areally good
package-the British GT packageis
going from strength to strength. It’s
alsosignificantly lessrounds [seven]
thana TOCA package.

“Foralot of people, 10roundsisan
awfullot, notjustfinancially butin
terms of being away from work and
family. It’s gotrounds on the TOCA
package and it visits Spatoo, soit’s
the best of all worlds.”

That combination is proving
particularly popular with junior
racers. Theseriesisnotonly
attracting graduatesfromthose
series, butalsodrivers who could’ve
remainedin thefar more expensive
Ginetta Junior category for another
year. But, as Kemp points out, it’snot

justforthe very young with the Am
class cateringfor older racerstoo.
GTsisalsorenownedforitsclose
competition and can beagood
startingpoint for those makingthe
transition from karts. Ward has won
numerous titlesin karting, but
despite being 20 years old now, has
neverracedacar.
“It’sagreat stepup fromKkarts,”
hesays. “There’sagreat window
of opportunity toadvancein the
future and maybe goto GT4or
other forms of Ginetta.
“Iwascommitted to stayingin
kartsand wasn’tlookingtoleave.
Itwasanold kart manager that
pointed me in the direction of
makingastepand givingitago.”
And consideringthe pace hehas
demonstrated in pre-season testing,
he’soneof themany drivers to watch
this year. But callinga winner is nigh-
onimpossible. If theracing and title
fight provestobeasgoodinreality as
itison paper then this should be one
of thebattlestowatchin2018.

Elite will have a strong presence on 2018 Ginetta Junior grid with six cars
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‘DONEGAN S AMERICAN
DREAM TAKES SHA 3

Festival podium got

Donegannoticed [l
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Donegan has a shot of getting to IndyCar

Almost four years out of racing hasn’t stopped the 20-year-old Irishman. By Stefan Mackley

hree-and-a-half
yearsisalong
timeinracing,
evenmoreso
if duringthat
period youare
sidelined, not
competingorforgingacareer
up the motorsportladder.
ForIreland’s Keith Donegan,
itseemedlike the chance of
acareer in motorsporthad
passed him by.

In 2013 things were positive for
thethen 16-year-old. He had just
finished second in the Ginetta
Junior Championship and taken
two wins from thelast fourraces.

Momentum was with him, but then
came a bombshell. His parents were
keen for him togoto college and his
racingcareer was puton hold...for
almost four years.

Fastforward to the present day
and Doneganispreparingtotake
partin this weekend’s openinground
of the USF2000 Championship at St
Petersburgin America. The 20-year-
old will compete with ArmsUp
Motorsports having won the Mazda
Road to Indy Shootoutin December
lastyear, beating 17 other driversto
the $200,000 [£145,000] scholarship.

It’salongway from where he was
evenjust 12monthsago.

“It was coming good [in 2013] but
ThadtostopandIwasabit

Two hundred thausand dollars
§| 2018 Mazda Scholarship Package

_ Keith Donegan, Champion

—
Dlimsoa

disheartened, butIneverlost the
buzz and the passion,” says Donegan.
“I'said tomy parents ‘if Thave agood
grade [studyingbusiness at Trinity
CollegeinDublin] could Ibuya
Formula Ford car?’

“If someone told me 12months
agowherelwould be now I would
probably have laughed at them and
told them you’re crazy. This time
lastyearit was stillanother month
untilIsatinthecar.”

Donegan decided tofollowin the
footsteps of hisdad and two uncles
whohadraced in Formula Fordsand
bought himself a Van Diemen JL.13K.

Oftendrivingthe truck carrying
the vehicle to the circuits himself,
Donegan would also work on the
car with hisdad, Brendan, and
friend Pat Duffy.

“All week we were preparing the
car, changingtheengines and just
goingout theretowineveryrace,”
says Donegan.

“I'mvery old school with how
Idothings, Ithink alotof drivers
now wouldn’t know a spanner from
ahammer.

“If you don’t know your car inside
out you can’tunderstand how toset
upthecar.

“Wehad suchlonghours, eightin
the morning until 2200hrs or 2300hrs
and whenever you're working that
harditmakes youabitmorehungry.
Youwantitmore than anyoneelse.”

s
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Donegan
(left) took
the big prize

200,000

Just pipped at Brands Hach

Results were sporadicduring the
season, with three podiumsand a
final position of 11th in the British
Racingand Sports Car Club’s
National series standings, having
missed three meetings.

It would be the Brands Hatch
Formula Ford Festivalin October,
though, where Donegan would make
hismark. Havingreached thefinal,
from his starting position of sixth, the
Irishman was the only driver making
progress towards the front of thefield
inthelatter stages. Hours spentinthe
workshop tinkering with his carhad
allowed him to putasetuponthe
Van Diemen which meant it would
cometohimlaterintherace.

He finished within a whisker of

victory, just0.107s behind winner
Joey Foster and with the fastestlap
of therace.

With Foster ineligible for the
MRTTticket—only available to
drivers under the age of 25 years
old-the coveted prize was passed
toDonegan and hislife was about
tochange forever.

“Ibasically went into the [Shootout]
weekend with the approach thatIwas
goingto win, I knew thatI could win
butThadtoproveldeserveditmore
thantheother17drivers,”
remembers Donegan.

“Ifocused on doing thelittle things
right. Youhave to be quick, tostand
out with yourtechnique onthe
track, you can’treally go off.

“They said somethingtous before
we started which Ithought was quite
funny. The odds are against you, you
haveaonein 17 chance of winning
whichisjustover five per cent.

“Thateliminated half the drivers
because they were thinking ‘what
are the chances of me winning?”’

Only five drivers madeit through
tothefinal assessmentatthe Bob
Bondurant Racing School, which
consisted of a qualifying session
followed by ashortrace. Fromthere
the winner would be picked by a
panel of judges, including former
IndyCar and Champ Car driver
Scott Goodyear, as well as Oliver
Askew-winner of the 2016 MRTI

Donegan: Ginetta
Juniorin2013

Shootoutand 2017 USF2000 champ.

“WhenIaskedthejudges what
won it for me they said basically
in qualifying everyone camein after
afewlapstosavethetyresforthe
race,” says Donegan.

“My car was understeering so
Istayed outandtherear started
comingtome andIsetthefastest
lap of the weekend.”

Donegan hasnow put himself on
one of themost coveted laddersin
world motorsport, where thereis
adefined path allthe way tothe
very top of American open-wheel
racing; IndyCar.

Lastyear’s USF2000 champion
and fellow MRTTwinner Askew
will graduate to the Pro Mazda
Championship this season, the next
stepon the careerladder and proving
that success will be rewarded.

But what pressureis therenow on
Donegantosucceed?

“Thereareonly certain things you
candoand thingsthatare out of your
control,” adds Donegan. “Youneed
tofocus on what you'redoingand do
the best you can.

“If it doesn’t work out you can say
Itried everythingIcould, that’sthe
approach we went into the MRTI
Shootout-giveiteverythingand
focus on thefine details.

“Ididn’tthinkIcould makeacareer
outof racingafterIstopped butI'm
gladIcameback whenIdid.” ®

CNETTA

Irishman had three years away
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The German broke his Formula E duck in Mexico City. By Alex Kalinauckas

HOW ABT- MEXIGAN

WIN FOR AUDIMAN,

' e :_ 2

Slick pit work
helped Abt win

nehop, one
step—onecar
toanother.
Beltsdoneup,
Daniel Abt
wasoutina
flash. Outof
thepits, outinthelead of the
Mexico City ePrix, and on his
way tothe glory of afirst
Formula E victory.

After being heartbreakingly denied
amaiden winin Hong Kongon his
25th birthday last December duetoa
technical passportinfringement, Abt
kept the trophy for good and rescued
adismalstartto Audi’sfirstseasonas
aworks FE manufacturer.

Startingfifth, Abtimmediately
seized fourth around the outside of
Antonio Felixda CostaatTurn1,and
set off in pursuit of polesitter Felix
Rosengvist, NIO’s Oliver Turvey and
2015/16 FE champion Sebastien
Buemi. Hisrise to victory was aided
by twoslices of fortune—first
Rosengvist dropped out of asecure
lead at one-third distance with
battery failure,and then Buemimade

—

Vergne struggled with second car’s systems

amistakeatthefirstcorneronlap21
of 47. The Renault e.dams driver slid
wide and Abt steamed through.

Abtclosed on Turvey, who had
been looking good after gapping
Buemi early on atthe scene of his
first FE pole one year ago—aracethat
was ended by a technical failure
while heled -before he struggled
with energy managementin thefinal
lapsof thestint.

The “key for the victory” Abt
jubilantly explained afterwards,
was the pitstops. The German driver
leapt between his two carsand
emerged easily ahead of Turvey,
whohad had a slight gearbox
problem pullingaway in his second
machine, butdidn’t think that cost
himthe place.

“We’d worked on [the swaps] very
hard and the mechanics are
incredibly fast,” Abtadded. “Idon’t
know how they did that today.”

Although the Audi mechanics were
abletoservice Abt quickly, at the
Techeetah team things were not so
smooth. Andre Lotterer clipped a
mechanicas he pulled away —the

first victim of the controversial
minimum pitstop timeremoval
from earlierin the season-coppinga
drive-through penalty that dropped
him from seventh to 13th, and
injuringligamentsin hisservicer’s
rightleg.

Barringaslide in the Autodromo
Hermanos Rodriguez’s stadium
section with fivelaps to—“it got my
heartrateabitup”-Abteased clear
to win by 6.398 seconds. Turvey kept
aresurgent Buemiat bay to claim his
first FE podium, with Nelson Piquet
Jrfourth for Jaguar after charging
uptheorderinhissecond car after
runninglongerinthe first stint.

Although Piquet made bold moves
onJean-Eric Vergne, whofinished
fifth, and team-mate Mitch Evans
(sixth), his charge was stunted when
hereach Buemi’stail and,
disappointingly, there wasno
grandstand finish.

Turvey was “relieved to cross the
line and get the first podium for the
team”, which hasnot seen a trophy
since Piquet won in Moscow in FE’s
inaugural season—then known as

Rosenqvist could have won, but had battery failure

Abt broke his ciuck t
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o be the first German to win i

POS | DRIVER
Daniel Abt (GER)

|caR

Audi Sport Abt

ROUND 5/10 Where: Mexico City (MEX)When:March 3
|ITIME

50m45.164s

Oliver Turvey (GBR)

NIO

+6.398s

Sebastien Buemi (SWI)

Renaulte.dams

+6.615s

Nelson Piquet Jr (BRA)

Jaguar

+7.015s

Jean-Eric Vergne (FRA)

Techeetah

+7.546s

Mitch Evans (NZL)

Jaguar

+9.050s

Antonio Felixda Costa(POR)

Andretti

+17.157s

Edoardo Mortara (ITA)

Venturi

+26.511s

Lucas di Grassi (BRA)

Audi Sport Abt

+29.208s

AlexLynn (GBR)

DS Virgin Racing

+29.515s

Jerome d’Ambrosio (BEL)

Dragon Racing

+30.418s

Jose Maria Lopez (ARG)

Dragon Racing

+31.859s

Andre Lotterer (GER)

Techeetah

+36.206s

Luca Filippi (ITA)

NIO

+38.336s

Tom Blomqvist (GBR)

Andretti

+38.592s

Maro Engel (GER)

Venturi

+44.689s

Sam Bird (GBR)

DS Virgin Racing

+44.982s

Nicolas Prost (FRA)

Renault e.dams

36 laps/damage

Felix Rosenqvist (SWE)

Mabhindra Racing

34 laps/battery

Nick Heidfeld (GER)

Mahindra Racing

27 laps/water pump

Photos: LAT

AZER

nFE

Pole: Rosenqist 1m01.645s. Winner’s average speed: 72.262mph. Fastest lap: di Grassi

1m02.202s (75.269mph).

Points (after 5/12 rounds): 1 Vergne 81; 2 Rosenqvist 63; 3 Bird 61; 4 Buemi 52; 5 Piquet
45; 6 Abt 37; 7 Evans 29; 8 Mortara 28; 9 Turvey 26; 10 Heidfeld 21.
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China Racing. Buemi, who had been
upand down all day with so-so
practice times, toppingthe
qualifying group phase and then
blowing his superpole lap, was
pleased torecover from a difficult
first half of therace. He said: “In the
end, I'm still quite happy because
that’smy 20th podiumin Formula E
and it’s better than nothing.”

Although heisnow 29 points off
standingsleader Vergne, the Toyota
LMP1driverinsistsheisnotinthe
titlehunt: “Idon’t consider myself in
contention for the championship
becauseI'mnot quick enough.”

Rosengvist, the star of the day until
hisissue stopped him atthe
butchered Peraltada corner, plansto
“forget and just pretend that when
we come to Punta del Esta [the
pointsare] the same as we came
here”, asheisstill second in the
standings, 12 points adrift.

Vergne refused to be frustrated
with fifth ashehad “basically had no
idea what was goingon” in his second
carashisdash, radio,and energy-
level beep systems were all off-line.

He was more agitated to be passed by
aFanboost-armed Buemi, whohe
hadjumpedinthe car swaps, with the
pair havingafrank discussion about
the voting system after the race.

Lucas di Grassiproduced what he
called “one of my bestracesin
FormulaE” torisefromlastonthe
grid, where he was condemned to
start by a penalty for an inverter
issue that forced him outin Chile,
and havingtosetalapinthefirst
qualifying group on the dusty track.

Thereigning champion fought to
ninth and clinched one extra point
for the fastestlap, but did make
contact with Jose Maria Lopezand
anunimpressed Maro Engel during
hischargeback through.

After becoming the first German
driver toscorea FE win, Abtrued
the25pointshehadlostin Hong
Kong. “It would be nice to have
[them] because then we would be
really in the hunt for the
championship,” he said.

“Butit’s stillnot over, we’re strong,
we canstilldoit.” With sevenraces to
gothatisnotout of the question.

Briton Oliver Turvey led the way, and took his first FE podium




Reigning BTRDA Gold
Star Sporting Trials
champion lan Wright
continued his form from

round ofthe BTRDA and
British championship,
the Walsingham Trial
on Sunday.

Despite two inches of
snow on Friday, the club
decided to runthe event
even though the field was
decimated with half of the

Wright led all day and

climb the opening hillon
the firstround. That meant
he took a decisive seven
points from runner-up

George Watson
completed the podium
after winning a tie-break
fromthe intermediate
independent class winner
Nick Speed. With Simon
Kingsley in fifth, Ross
Bruce surprised many to
win the intermediate live-
axle class in sixth. He beat
Stuart Beare, who just
managed to oust his son
Sam, who was top rookie
in eighth overall. 750MC
champion PhilHaines
finished in ninth ahead
of Bob Bruce.

Results
Walsingham Sporting Trial
Organiser: 750 MC When: Sunday,

Portsmouth Starters: 17
1 lan Wright (Sherpa Indy) 23 marks;

3 George Watson (Hamilton); 4 Nick
Speed (Crossle); 5 Simon Kingsley
(Crossle); 6 Ross Bruce (Concord);
7 Stuart Beare (Sherpa Indy);

8 Sam Beare (Sherpa); 9 Phil Haines
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UND-UP '

January to win the opening

entries not making the start.

was the only competitor to

Richard Sharp and he went
onto win by just four points.

Duncan Stephens

March 4 Where: Queen Elizabeth Park,

2 Richard Sharp (Cartwright) 27 marks;

(Facksimile); 10 Bob Bruce (Concord).
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HowjtacklingaiSportingglrialirequiresialcertainiminaserAByuncaniSiephens

herearen’t
many areas
of motorsport
wherean
average of
justafew
milesper
hour can make youahero.
Butinthe Sporting Trials
world, itishow a competitor
drives which ismore important
than the speed. The skills of
maintaining momentum

: and maximisingthetraction

availableisthe crucial factor.
The carsare purpose-built
small specials, created
specifically to MSA regulations.
They arefitted with motorbike
front wheels and engines,
mounted in the front, of

“ upto1650ccinsize.

Overthelast decade and a half,
the sporthasmoved on with
independent rear suspension,
rear-mounted gearboxes and free
differentials. There have been
suspension tweaks too, even
though the carsallrunon
controlled road tyres. Despite
that, the previous generations
of cars with live axles are still
competitive with Josh Veale
winning the BTRDA Gold Star
in2014.

Eventsusually consist of 10
sections, and each sectionis split
upinto12scoringzones with the
highest value, 12, at the bottom.
The point on the hill where the
carsfail or stop forward motionis

the number of points dropped
onthatsection.

There are two specificdriving
techniques called blasting
andtrickling, and they are
polar opposites.

Tricklingismaintaining grip
with therear driving wheels
travelling at the same speed as
the carisprogressingup the hill.
Blasting hasthe wheels spinning
asfastaspossible. Blastingis
obvioustoonlookers with
engines screamingin probably
top gear (although therear
wheels still only do 40mph),
whereasto the outside atrickle
looks easy butis hard tomaster.

Avperfecttrickledoesn’tjust
involve theright speed. Italso
necessitates team work with
the passenger, correct use of
thefiddle brakes, choosing the
correctline steeringaround
obstacles. A lot of variables at
perhapsjustafew miles per
hourat500rpminfirst gear.

Fiddle brakesare critical to
every elementindrivinga
sportingtrials car all the time.
Aswell asthe steering wheel, the
brakes are used tosteer the car,
and are to be used proactively to
prevent wheelspin over bumps.

Five-time British champion
John Fack considers correct
pace the most critical
element todrivinga car. He says:
“Understanding the exact pace
required for any particular part
of any sectionand how it can

OTORSPORT

SUBSCRIBING

B SAVE 54% ON THE COVER PRICE
B FREE DELIVERY DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR

et

.C-hampion John Fack and
passenger Julian Fack

changeover thedayis
paramount. Iremember one
eventatour premier venue,
Long Compton:Islowed down to
virtually nothing and walked
away with the trial. Accelerating
when you can and gently easing
off and losing thismomentum
when you cannot. Thisis most
definitely the hardest and least
intuitive part of the art of
drivingatrialscar.”

Former motorbike trialsrider

—

i

Richard Sharpbegan sporting
trialsjustfive yearsago aftera
BTRDA training day at Shelsley
Walsh. He won four events last
year andfinished a close second
in the British championship. He
says: “My background enabled
good throttle control, but the
fiddles brakes were a challenge.
Thebasic principles were easy
buthours of competitive seat
time hasenabled meto

instinctively know when and

Apanees frm e the o o 2078 chatengs ;
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how hard to pull them. Ground
conditions continually change
so what worked one round may
not work the nextan hourlater.”

Moreinformationis available
atbtrda.com with the BTRDA
runningdriver training
experience daystwiceayear.

This weekend’s event, the Peter
Blankstone Trial,ishosted at
the country’s most historic
permanent motorsport venue,
Shelsley Walsh. ®
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Coley to take on
Swift Sport challenge

World Rallycross television
commentator Andrew Coley
will return to the British
Rallycross Championship
for the Silverstone season-
opener next week to compete
in the single-make Swift
Sport category.

Coley has previously raced
in the RX150 buggy class on
apair of occasions and also
raced a Citroen C2 Super1600
car in the Rallycross Grand
Prix at Croft for the past
two years.

“I’'mreally excited to be
taking part in round one of
the British RX in the Suzuki
Swift category,” said Coley.

His car will be run by series
promotor, Peter Gwynne
Motorsportin the 13-car
line-up.

“I’ve known Pete for years
and used to work at his rally
school, where I regularly got
told off for my driving, soI've
noidea why he’s letting me
back behind the wheel,” said
Coley. “In all seriousness,
the Swift category is extremely
closely fought at every round,
so I’'m under noillusions as
to how tough the opposition
will be. My main aim for the
weekend is what it always is;
to try and have fun and enjoy
itrather than put myself under
any pressure.”

e’ Y

Loeb (inset) and
his new 208 car
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WRAPS COME OFF GRONHOLM
WORLD RALLYCROSS SQUAD

Two Hyundai i20s for World rally legend’s fresh attack on top-fight competition

Photos: Peugeot, GRX, fiaworldrallycross.com, RallyXOnlce /Qba

By Hal Ridge

Marcus Gronholm’s GRX team
will field a pair of Hyundai i20
Supercars for former European
Rallycross champion Timur
Timerzyanov and Gronholm’s son
Niclas in the World Rallycross
Championship this season.

Motorsport Newsrevealed the double
World Rally champion’s plans to adapt
apair of ex-WRCi20s for World RX this
yearlast November.

The GRX Taneco squad revealed
itsnew car and driver line-up at
Gronholm’s base in Inkoo, Finland,
on Tuesday. It plans to begin testing
within the next two weeks.

“We have chosen to use the i20
for this programme because of my
previous connections with Michel
Nandan [Hyundai WRC Team
principal],” said Gronholm.

While the cars, based on 2016 WRC
machines, have been purchased from
Hyundai, GRX will be a private effort
in 2018. “We have a good relationship
[with Hyundai], but we don’t have any
manufacturer backinglike some of

the other teams in World Rallycross,”
added Gronholm.

“We have alot of information from
when we bought the cars from Hyundai
and so far the carlooks very good.

We know Timur can get the results
and Niclas has been working hard this
winter. I will be surprised if we can’t
befighting with the bigboys at least
sometimes. Thefirst targetis semi-
finals, then thefinal and podium.”

Russian driver Timerzyanov will
drive for the fifth different teamin as
many years this season, but says he
hasbeen desperate for such amove
since parting ways with the Peugeot-
Hansen squadin 2014.

“I’'ve been waiting for this opportunity
for alongtime, maybe since the end of
2014 actually and I'm really excited,” he
said. “Thisis a bigstep for the future, on
the technical side with the car and the
whole team. It’s a good feeling to work
with Marcus too: he understands me as
adriver. He has the same targetsasme
for this season, to get good results and
he knows the best way to achieve that.
Weneed to be consistent all the time and
Iseenoproblems with racingamongthe

Loeh joins the big names to blood Silverstone’s rallycross track next week

Rallylegend and Peugeot World
Rallycross driver Sebastien Loeb
will competein the opening round of
the British Rallycross Championship
at Silverstone next weekina
works-run Peugeot 208.

The Frenchman, anine-time
WRC champion, will be joined on

the grid by team-mate Timmy Hansen,

who was announced as joining Loeb
inthe French team at the Geneva

Team Penske IndyCar stars Josef
Newgarden and Helio Castroneves
are eyeing further RallyX OnIce
outings following their maiden
appearances in the winter series.

Newgarden made his rallycross
debutin the single-make Supercar
Lites category on Al’s frozen lake
circuit two weeks ago, before
Castroneves stepped aboard the
same car for the season finale at
Gollast weekend. Newgarden
qualified for the semi-finals and
finished fifth in his knock-out
race to be 18th overall, while

Motor Show this week. The British
RX opener will be the first rallycross
eventtobeheld at Silverstone. Itisthe
precursor to the British round of the
World Rallycross Championship,
which takes place at the same venue
attheend of May.

Another Frenchman, Guerlain
Chicherit, will race anew G-Fors-built
andrun Renault ClioRSRXinthe
eventtogain circuit knowledge.

Newgarden and Castroneves look for RallyX on Ice return in 2019

Castroneves came home in 22nd.
“It wasamazingto have the
opportunity tocome over and
try this,” said reigning IndyCar
champion Newgarden. “It was
very difficult; I take my hat off to
all theregular rallycross guys.
They’re phenomenal at what they
do. The track was technical and it
became very rutted the more cars
ran, so the deeper we got into the
weekend, the more precise you had
tobe and people don’t realise just
how easy itistoputitintoasnow
bank if you go off-line. Ijust need

Three-time British Rally champion
Mark Higgins will make his debut for the
AlbatecRacingteam at the event, and
he will be joined in a pair of Peugeot 208s
by owner Andy Scott. Five-time British
champion Julian Godfrey will get his
bid for arecord sixth British RX crown
underway at Silverstone, while former
European Championship event winner
Kevin Procter will return after a difficult
seasonin2017.

totake a couple more steps and
then maybe we can return next
year and do a little bit better.
Ireally want tomaster this.”

Oliver Eriksson won the season
finale to secure the 2018 title
ahead of older brother Kevin,
while Jesse Kallio won the RX
Academy on Icetitle and World
RX driver Kevin Hansen netted
the Speedcar Xtreme buggy series
with apodium finish in thelast
round. British RX Junior driver
Ole Henry Steinsholt won the
buggy final.
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The GRX team has released images of the colour scheme for its Hyundais

topdrivers.”

The cars are being adapted for
rallycross use by Gronholm’s GRX
squad and the SET Promotion team.

Grosset-Janin joins up
with GCK WRX team

Frenchman Jerome Grosset-Janin
will join compatriot Guerlain
Chicherit in the GCK World
Rallycross team for its maiden
campaign racing a pair of Prodrive-
built Renault Megane RS RX
Supercars in the series this season.

The squad has also secured the
services of double DTM champion
and World RX convert Timo Scheider
as test driver for the development
phase of the new Banbury-built car.

Former French champion
Grosset-Janin finished second in
the European Championshipin
2015 and 2016, driving for the
Albatec Racing team.

Grosset-Janin said: “GCK has
developed an awesome project and
for the team to have partnered with
Prodrive’s technical expertise gives
me great confidence. Thanks to an
innovative and bold technical design,
the Megane RS RX 1ooks super
aggressive. When I first had alook
at the car, I got excited. It transcends
the usual way of how things have
been done so far and represents

Team manager Jussi Pinomaki will
bereunited with Timerzyanov. He
ran the Russian driver to the
European Super1600 titlein 2010.

Grosset-Janin will drive a Renault

what really gets me inspired and
motivated, to think outside the
box and dare to go big.”

The new Megane Supercar has
begun testing at a private facility
butis yet to be revealed. Team owner
Chicheritsaid: “Jeromeis a very
experienced driver, he knows the
sport and the tracks very well and
brings quite a lot of experience to
GCK. Being a two-time runner up in
EuroRX, he’s already demonstrated
he’sready to challenge for a
championship, sonowit’s up to GCK
todeliver him a good car too.”

I Newgarden
en]oyed his run
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Now is time for Elfyn to shine
Welshman is desperate to put a tough start to 2018 behind him

Elfyn Evans has been quite forthright in his own assessment of the 2018 campaign so far, admitting ithas
been a ‘rubbish’ start to the year.

Intruth, it has, but that has been through no fault of his own. Two punctures have thwarted his challenge in both Monte
Carlo and in Sweden, but he set fastest stage times on the opening round to underline the pace that took him to his maiden
victory on Wales Rally GB at the end of 2017. Patience is a virtue in rallying, and letting the results come to you.

Given an advantageous road position on day one in Mexico, the tide could be about to turn for the M-Sport driver.

@ In this week's Motorsport News, we are proud to offer our completely free National Racing Calendar, a document that
is vital for fans plotting the weekends ahead. It is one of the most exciting times of the year as a chart can be mapped
through the events to come. Itis an age-old argument to suggest that there are too many championships and too
many meetings. Those thoughts can be put aside for a week or so though. Get planning.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

: weather thanin 2017, but nevertheless we

asateamstill had several challengesto

i R B N P I ¢ overcome before the eventand on the day.
ART EDITUR MIKE STOKDE'S : fr—— : : ¢ Sadly wehadaseriousincident which caused
FAV““HITE UF | ! e L ! : adelay, butduetotheexcellent work of all those
{ i ... AN " : involved inthe incident, the crew were quickly

: attended toand taken to hospital and the crew
: werelater discharged from hospitaland are
: nowmakingasteady recovery.

The day was a busy one for therecovery
: crewsas we had many retirements and they
. were working until very late getting everyone
: outtobe collected by their service crews, so
: onceagain many thanks tothem for all their
: hard work.
: Lastbutnotleast,athank youtoallthe
: radiocrews whodid a greatjobin tracking
: allthe competitors through the stagesand
: ensuringeveryone’s position wasrecorded.
¢ Withoutall theabove we havenoevent,
ol : . soonceagainmany thanks.

T : e T - / g ; _ . Finally some people have complained
Duncan Stephens captured this photograph of Aaron Halzelden s Reliant Scimitar SS1 - s . : aboutthe condition of certainstages, please
./ : - remember that we had severe weather

: leadinguptothe event which made the
: roads extremely wet, which would result
: inthem getting cut up very quickly.
: Asforthe Elsistage, Natural Resources
: Waleshadnotregraded theroadssince the
: Cambrian Rally lastused themin2016and
: werenot prepared todoany pre-eventrepairs
: totheroad unlesstheevent paid. We were
: reminded by NRW that the forestry roads
. arepartof aworkingforest.

Motorsportevents mustaccept theroads on
. an‘asfound’ basis.
:  Theremay be some urgentlate fixes that
: havetotakeplace,and NRW will deal with
: theseasappropriate, but the standards
remain the same: forestry purposes.
: AlynEdwards
: Clerk of the course
: Cambrian Rally

Motorsport News,February 28

: Cambrian thanks
: Onbehalf of the organising team of the
: 2018 Cambrian Rally I would like to say a big
: thank youtoall the marshals, rescue crews,
: recovery crews and medical teams who
. supported thisyear’s event.

This year we were blessed with better

: Halo canyou go?
: Even Mercedes boss Toto Wolff says thathe
: wantstotakeachainsaw tothehaloasthe
: wraps came off thenew F1cars.
Thave one question: were the drivers who are

: actually goingtobe on the grid this season
: actually asked about the device?
¢ Although thereare some exceptions, most
: of the drivers who have gone on the record
: aboutthistopicareagainst the halo. Surely it
: isthemen atthe wheel who should have been
: centraltotheentire debate. They are the ones
- whoweigh uptherisksandtherewards.
- It doesruin the aesthetics of the carsand

® . itlookslike a halfway house solution. Itis

Nt : hardly the high-tech solution that the sport
Will Jones went to the Rali Bro Caron event : should portray.
: JasonLowe

: Viaemail

DVISIT THE NEW MN WEBSITED > > WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK]
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TV GUIDE

Mansell charts the ups and downs of his career

IndyCar: St

Petersburg
M Race: Sunday,
1600-1915hrs,
BT Sport ESPN

NASCAR:
Phoenix
M Race: Sunday,
1930-2330hrs,
Premier

Sports

Tune in for IndyCar action

; MSS16:1700-
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Ec) motorsport.tv

Catchthe start of the
Australian Supercars
Championship from
Down Under with
highlights of the first
round at Adelaide
(Thursday, 1130-1400hrs),
asJamie Whincup
aimsforarecord
eighth title.

Later that evening there
isanotherinstalment

1130hrs, BT Sport 1

BOOK

The 1970s was a beautiful
decade for Formula 1, during
which, seemingly paradoxically,
homogeneity spawned
diversity. The ubiquity of the
Ford/Cosworth DFV engine
and Hewland gearbox — off-
the-shelf hardware that was
relatively cheap and second to
none in performance —ledtoa
proliferation of teams.

Those were the days whena
preview to a grand prix
provided previously
undiscovered nuggets.
Readers would genuinely not
know until newsagents opened
on Wednesdays whether
‘McLaren will run a third car for
Giacomelli orif Nelson Piquet

”I

was slatedtodoan F1 race on
Sunday before dashing back to
Mallory Park or somewhere on
aBank Holiday Monday to race
in Formula 3.

That's why Formula 1 Car by
Car 1970-79, produced by
Evro Publishing and written by
former Autosport publisher
Peter Higham, is so appealing.
It's the second instalmentin
Higham’s decade-by-decade
trawl through the highways and
byways of F1.

Unlike the single-year
‘biographies’ of F1 by Mark
Hughes, in which the trends of
the time are re-examined with
the benefit of the knowledge
we have today, Higham's

AULA 1 CAR BY CAR 19

method isto delve into the
nooks and crannies mostly of
period reportage —in
Autosport, Motorsport
(Motoring) News, Autocourse
and Motor Sport, while using
the phenomenal LAT archive.
The resultis a series of gems

FORMULA 1

CAR BY CAR 1970-79

b e

f.‘;

Hingham'’s F1 book

CANLOEB MAKE A
TRI UMPHAN ‘15"

review: 1100-

from The Great History
of the 24 Hours of Le
Mans series, this time
from 1959 (2045-2100hrs).
Aston Martin broughta
morerefined DBR1 to the
great event, hoping that
they would be able to take
the fight to the mighty
Ferrari 250s. If you're
looking for more modern
enduranceracing, thereis

review: Monday

1130hrs, BT Sport 1 0300hrs
1800hrs, BT Sport 3
: Red BullTV Channel5
! Sunday B End of day one H Highlights:
. MEndofdaytwo review: Saturday, Tuesday, 1900-
: review:1530- 0300hrs 2000hrs

hitherto lostin the mists of time.

Take Jacky Ickx's reasons for
switching his personal
sponsorship for 1972 from
Kentto Marlboro “not for the
money, butbecause | thinkitis a
better cigarette”.

Thetreat here is seeing
colour photos of all the driver/
carcombinations. Eachteamis
given atechnical and driver
line-up summary, plus
sponsorship where relevant,
butto this writer it's not the
Lotuses, Ferraris, Tyrrells etc
that are this book’s main
appeal. Instead, it's the
obscure, such asthe Connew,
the concurrent Tecno projects,
the Trojan and the Kauhsen —

Le Mans action from 1990
on Monday as Jaguar,
Nissan and Porsche

all vied for the top spot
(1215-1230hrs).

And make sure to watch
Peter Windsor’s interview
with 1992 Formula 1 world
champion Nigel Mansell
aspartof The Windsor
Interviews series
(Sunday, 1630-1700hrs).

: Rally 1600hrs,BTSport1  MSS16: Saturday, Daily review
: Mexico, $S521:1600- 1645hrs M Day 1: Saturday,

: BT Sport 1700hrs, BT Sport1 M End of day two 0930-1000hrs

: Saturday review: Sunday M Day 2: Sunday,

: HMEndofdayone Monday 0300hrs 0930-1000hrs

: review: 1100- BEndofdaythree = MEndofdaythree M Day 3:Monday,

0930-1000hrs

not to mention the beautiful
Kojima — orthe stories of
everyone to have tried to qualify
foraGPintheill-starred RAM

Brabham privateer team of
1976. Every driver/car model
that started aworld
championship race is pictured.
Evenifyou're too young to have
been around during that era,
remember the cliche frequently
propounded by old fogies that
“you could've painted all the
cars white and still distinguish
which was which”. Then look at
this weird, wonderful and
sometimes outlandish
collection of weaponry and
realise that's true.

Marcus Simmons

| The Hankook 24 Hours

: RACING

: FRIDAY-SUNDAY

: WSilverstone,

: Northants

: Hankook 24-Hours: 7 Race
: Series Starts Friday, racing

Ec] motorsport.tv

: from 0900hrs Admission
: £20Web silverstone.co.uk
i Contact 08704588260

: RALLY

: SATURDAY

: mBishopscourt Circuit
: McGrady Insurance

. Stages

: Starts 0930hrs

¢ Admission TBC

: Web svsproductions.com
: BJedburgh, Scotti

: Borders

from 1116hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs) Saturday, racing

: SUNDAY

: mAchillIsland,

: County Mayo

: Ostan Oilean Acla,

: ConnachtPrintand Signs
: Mayo Stages Rally

: Starts 0930hrs

: Admission free

: Web mayomotorsportclub.

: com :
: EEpynt Ranges, Powys :
: Melvyn Evans Motorsport
* Tour of Epynt

: Starts 0840hrs

: Admission free

: Web ptmconline.com

: Details correct at time of press
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SPAR AND ACCESSORIES
Dominate the competition

PERSPEX WINDOWS FABRICAGEZ==E

Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or | | novicace oesicn ano manuracrune

clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents, T Sl e & Pk e
Hawk and Carbotech full thermo-forming service now available. RollCages with over 2ouyear_s Experience
motorsport compounds »>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT <<<<< PRl )

i Historic to Current Day
Carbotech

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ

Tel: 0113 250 9852

For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg
07801 749 888 f
= fabricagebt@gmail.com

Z Full range of engine components for:
Roce ExhoaousEse LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ... VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC

Follow Us Like Us ROVER K-SERIES
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts 2
Call or buy online!

01753532222 s‘ E h £ QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK
e Slosienges Exhansts 01509 412 317

~
| Alloywheelrepairs.com |

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

HAWK = "
ALLLLCIY I LIS ! www.cambridgemotorsport.com

Cam bfidg e sales@cambridgemotorsport.com
Motorsport Parts 4

DAV ID DAVID
T INSURANCE | prrEsT

INSURAMCE BROKERS INSURANCE BROKERS

- Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead
blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset
altered.

( Chevette )

+ Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

POLICIES FOR MITSUBISHI

v" COMPETITION CARS B13/ Open Class
v" RALLY & RACE CARS 3
v SERVICE VEHICLES ﬂ

RALLI [ART

— —

Tel 01524 761398

Large amount of
parts held in stock

PHONE: 01 61 440 7590 ready for immediate

quote form on ra“ycar_insurance-co.uk despatch View our

online catalogue at
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

40 years of experience to share.

[ IAN JEMISON

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,

waynesis@aol.com BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk @1904 703 863j

%} wwwI .goalloliy.co.uk ) — 01440 710266 75
sales@proalloy.co.u Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
. N u Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

ALLOY co.ux

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and

fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to

o s it g “Sf| TO ADVERTISEYOUR NEW PRODUCTS AND
rxiss| P} S s - SERVICES IN OUR NEXT ISSUE CALL

Ve

ﬁ - Tweet Us facebook.com/
Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from i @ProAlloy proalloy.motorsport

drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce i
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more . WWW. proalloy.co. uk
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MARDI GRAS
MOTORSPORT
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Performance Instruments

SCHFIIGK

i {a1sjm) i i

VARLEY RED ToP™

| FERODO|

BACINNG

A
1

Vehicle
Wiring

Products

CALL FOR MORE INFO 2A BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
006 DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 DRVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk

torsport

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM ‘I
[H300mm x W300 x L900mm] [HE610mm xWS‘iOmme'lSQﬁlmﬂ

g— _.I-_'-.." o E-"‘“
az NP g
' 'c099 99

PROJECT |

CMB-FT-020R

CUSTOM
1 X OFF CENTER FILLER
NECK [BAFFLED]

1 X FAR Sl
+FORK LIFT BRACKETS

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GAI.I..OH
[H250mm x W300mm
x L800mm]

&

L E119499
PROJECT

CMB-FT017

- CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL

; MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE
FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED]

EAaa9199

PROJECT |

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehiclep
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

roducts.co.uk

\£199%55
PROJECT |

CMB-FT014

CUSTOM

INLET, 6MM QUTLET

: 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

m TANK STAINLESS STEEL 85 GALLON

[H230mm x W750mm
x L1860mm] =

CMB-FT015
CUSTOM
INLET, 6mm OUTLET

COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm x L600mm)]

[H300mm x W300mm
xL900mm]
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MM“ FREE! Rally Design 2018 Motorsport Catalogue!

Available from our website www.rallydesign.co.uk

See
RALLY
DESIGN AT

ST n N E LE | G H BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND SUNDAY 6TH & MONDAY 7TH MAY 2018

\“e'-
k. s
L

DDUGIS
: FRONT STRUT
118 TUBE KIT

./.

BLACKLINE GAS
CHARGED ——
INSERTS ;\____Page

82

ESCORT WING
BADGES

FORD TRIM CLIPS
& GROMMETS

CALIPER
CARRIER
MOUNT

HEATED WINDSCREENS
Escort Mk1 & 2

- .“\‘\““lI'I‘I"rI';“h’I-:.
3 Z 52mm SMOKE LENS

GAUGES

MATCHING TACHO & SPEEDO

LOW PRICE BLACKLINE HELICAL ATB's
ENGLISH, ATLAS, SIERRA 7, FORD FWD,
MX5, FOCUS ST170

60mm ‘STEPPER
SWEEP’ GAUGES

SPECIAL
TACHOMETERS _,

a ATLAS AXLE

PARTS

ATIAS [
PLATE LSD

ENGLISH
PLATE LSD

: (Page 137 o
ATLAS INTO ENGLISH PARTS
Inc. Heavy Duty Halfshafts

CASTOR/CAMBER
GAUGE
MOUNT

(Page 177

INFRA RED
THERMOMETER,  ( Page 177
Up to 500°C g

4-LEVEL
TROLLEY
TOOLBOX 1§

ENGINE LOAD
LEVELLER

( Page 189

VAG SPECIAL
TOOLS

Page 210 \

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 www. rq"ydes;'gn.co, vk uniT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE'S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 20)
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BEEF REGISTRATIONS

THE ULTIMATE REGISTRATION COMPANY

ﬂ»l——- Live

Dq’reless numbers wanted!
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p —

www.beefregistrations.co.uk
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EMPIRE RV

Historic Engine Specialists LIV]’V‘-@' +M Mlﬁ{/\, RVP&

With our MONSTER

selection, we are
Europe’s largest

supplier of

Craig Beck Racing Ltd
. 07876 221 932 -
E: craig@craigbeckracing.co.uk (C B RS Amer|can RVS!

www.craigbeckracing.co.uk

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

If you would like to advertise
your products ox

sexrvices here please email

Ben.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

www.EmpireRV.co.uk

0203 405 8109
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

SALES CORPORATE RENTALS
VEHICLE MANAGEMENT SERVICING
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TRANSPORTERS

B

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B e

=y
-
-

¥ Connected to you

i
T

= ==

L

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat ' : ACEETERE

S TRARIES
AN AMES TF .

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
I:EE TRANSPORTER Ia - _ A A _
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
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QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

A

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S0O21 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS

WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND

Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON

SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE

Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851

T: 07933842719 www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

. ELECTRONICS GEARBOXES RACEWEAR

__PHOENIX Gearboxman.com

Authorised stockists for: COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES S —
OSRAMEPHILIPS Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more

and many more... The best of racewear & kartwear

015279086176 | BN ‘ Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 www.gprdirect.com

RACE CARS

RACEWEAR

01933 411 993 e o o]

jondelrace@aol.com

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORE TO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!
BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS - MARDIGRAS
TOYOTA VAUXHALEOSIg;JSSI;aIYEﬁgiRU AND ALL FORD == — m tm
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\ MOTORSPORT MOTORSPORT
CYLNDER HEAD MoDIFCHTIONS N\ : el
WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 WWW .mardlgras.co.uk www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST TEnmvvaar SHaciists - § prr
y
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS { rint d\ % .
P ®Quick Turnaround L
E&Bmf;:ﬁi‘i&ﬂfﬁif ;:!’:::g:ﬂﬁ,:ﬂ .,i;f.";”p‘,‘f.ﬂ'd;f;‘ “2"532?.‘3{,' lﬁpa?: ;;E.Zﬁ.'ﬂ w_ Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine ®Min Order Only 4 t

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

= 7 i o kits & components for use in alf types of motorsport worldwide. @ No Logo Set Up Fees
r more email: groug sport.com i
GroupB Motorsport.”/  call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: gmupnmnt::spon.cnm W: sbdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 WWW. 09 ome up .CO.U

RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

op . - Telephone: 0121 557 2707 Email part-box.com
h erformance Tuning Specialists
il - Part o BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
M;xfm’m 1200 hp and 220 o capacy - ar (51335 =1 BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
P

« Life Racing and Omex Engine Management Performance and Tuning Parts

e-mall  Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents \ 5 oo sl E "l )) Con neCted to you

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com UK's biggest supplier of aftermarket products

or visit Plus much more, Contact us on s P S —
northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624 W wwireLne (HIKS]  cusco Shigeadid () e WWW.brIanjamQS-CO-Uk

(€ 9:9:3:10).4 4

RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions Autovarts and Hvdraulics ‘Il
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP p y RV
+44 (01458) 446517 ® WWW-EMP RE f_‘.{SCOOUk
avantimotors@btconnect.com Shin ‘HA.B {/Ll TE
- Rally and Race Gearboxes lfl\"l’ﬂa’ 8’“’
a S‘_)Zeisﬁe?:;‘j'ac'efffiﬁoxes Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489
- Limited Slip Differentials etc. sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS WHEELS & TYRES
— 8.
Rally & Race Gearboxes, Stock and custom made 26 =] - COMPOMOITIVE
GearKits, LSD’s and Driveshafts FiA Fuel Cells. F E 54 _E MOTORSPORT WHEELS
T:01782280136 F: 01782269973 Short lead times. v’ 4 Winning all over the world since 1973...
E: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 ﬁfﬂf{? Q_f;_/éj’)‘ Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Ben Kavanagh Abbey Gunner
Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109 T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: abbey.gunner@motorsport.com
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