'’

SHE DIDN'T
STUDY THE
SCRIPT FOR
THE WHOLE
WEEK

HowW

CAN SHE
LOOK SO
CALM?

?

WHAT
WAS SHE
THINKING

?

IF SHE
FAILS,
WHO'S
GOING TO
PLAY
BETH

U
couLp
b

BE ANY
OF Us,
RIGHT?
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ﬂ)u PROMISE
THAT THE

WINNER WILL
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SENSEI!

THE BEST
ONE WILL
BE BETH!

YEAH,
WHO
DOESN'T
WANT TO

THAT
MEANS
WE HAVE
A CHANCE!

SENSEI,
CAN WE
PARTICIPATE




THis 1 alddY
Jisn'T JusT Y (A _\ o
ABOUT s 5

SITTING

THIS IS

BORING..
| WANT

TO YAWN..

WHEN
YOU'RE
NOT DOING
ANYTHING




WE MUST
ACT NATURAL, UH..
WITHOUT
SHOWING
ANY SIGNS OF T0
ACT ouT
SITTING DOWN |
QUIETLY..
THIS IS A VERY
DIFFICULT ACT!

/‘ HER BODY AT

IT'S BEEN
LOOKS S0 HER LIKE THIS
RELAXED, FOR A

AND = < WHILE
HER FEET

ARE SPREAD

THIS IS

How R
gt BORING..

LONGER..? | | ;

=
WHAT'S THE g\

MEANING OF

BUT | MUST
THIS TEST? HOLD My

YAWN..







IT'S BEEN
ONE HOUR
AND
TWENTY
MINUTES




SHE HAS
BECOME
BETH

4
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WHILE
THE OTHER
GIRLS CAN
ONLY THINK
OF ACTING

»n

LIKE THAT
FOR A LONG

Ko AL,
W AR
x %\-‘\1“-"‘ ~.."\ ‘5 |

AS BETH,
SHE CAN
SIT STILL

TIME




THE OTHER
"LITTLE
WOMEN"

ARE WAIT-

ING FOR

SENSELI!
S0...
I'M...!

THERE'S VERY
LITTLE TIME LEFT
N UNTIL THE PER-
_ FORMANCE..
YOU MUST CATCH
N UP WITH THE
_REST
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ON STAGE,
| CAN BE
ANYONE,
EVEN A

PRINCESS!

| MAY BE

i USELESS..

L | MAY BE
. A BORING
\ PERSON..
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SEVERAL e

PAYS PASSED.. TOGETHER
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|WE'LL WORK

YEAH,
| LIKE HER
ACTING

MAYA
5 REALLY {;§
Goov!

X

OH,
THAT'S THE
PART
WHERE
BETH IS
ILL, RIGHT? S\&#

| 1,
AND THAT'S
MAYA NEEDS
THE CLIMAX

AWKWARD,

NOW THE
REHEARSALS HAVE
MOVEP ONTO THE
ACTUAL STAGE THAT
WILL BE USEP

OF THE
MORE ON
THAT B




o

LIFT YOUR
ARM A
LITTLE BIT

I'VE KNOWN HOW TO
PLAY SINCE | WAS
A LITTLE KID!

REALLY,

WEL-
PLEASE /COME!
HAVE

ﬂ/\‘ (5 N
[~ I'M GIVING HER

A PIANO LESSON
BECAUSE SHE'S
PLAYING THE ROLE
OF SOMEONE WHO
CAN PLAY THE PIANO

o



I'M

VERY STRICT

DON'T
STOP
PLAYING!

ARE YOU
THINKING?
LET'S RESUME

YES,
SIR!

A VERY

N\ MEAN
‘ TEACHER,
Y'KNOW?!




KEEP
MOVING
YOUR
FINGERS

i s $
& / el ; \y AHU? MORE
= / you 3 LATER!
" . ARE A
AW 2 S MEAN! /\ +
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ON STAGE
TOGETHER,
MAYA

Y



BY STEP HOW
TO PLAY THE PIANO!
'LL LET YOU
BORROW [T!

./ /1S NICE
=\ .,-- »
NI

T

S o

MAYA FEELS HAPPY
WHENEVER SHE'S
TOGETHER WITH HIM.. o
IT'S THE FIRST TIME &) WY
MAYA HAS EVER -

FELT THISJNAY

ANZ KIND/, | o

0

TOGETHER /
3 WITH HIM.,
R ALWAYS
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\J

YET SHE'S !\ X RIGHT NOW

TRYNG TO 4 BETH IS
CAMHER B2 SUFFERING!
SISTER! :3 SHE CAN
) HARDLY

BREATHE!

MAYA!

YOU DON'T
LOOK sIcK
ENOUGH!

)
i 2

IT'S BEEN 3
HOURS AND /)

THEY'RE STILL \(,
ON THE SAME

JTIMES DO | HAVE

_/ TO TELL You!
) BETHIS

', BREATHING i

IT'S
ALRIGHT,

SCENE..

Jo..
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FIND out
HOW A
DYING GIRL
BREATHES

CAN YOU
DO IT,
MAYA?!

\‘~’ PERFORM-
ANCE

=
@ @/mm,.& -

RUINED..

\\\\\M i N o
\\ THIS IS

IF YOU CAN'T THE CLIMAX
DO IT, BETH IS OF THE
\,\ THE PLAY ‘ ON THE WHOLE
WILL BE RUINED! BRINK OF PLAY!

MUsT PUT
MORE

EFFORT

INTO IT!




| REALLY
BUT.. WANT TO
PUT MORE
EFFORT
INTO IT..

IT'S OKAY,
MAYA..
WE KNOW
SENSEI
LOVES UsS

IN ORDER TO
IMPROVE,
A PERSON HAS

MOST
ACTORS AND
ACTRESSES
LEARN A LOT
DURING THEIR

LIFE JOURNEYS




AT

WILL HE BE HERE
SURPRISED | AM..
WITH MY
SUDDEN |
VISIT?
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IMPORTANT
PLACE!

YOUR HOME 3
15 THE MOST

BECAUSE
SHE'S POOR
AND DOESN'T

DIDN'T YOuU
TELL HER
I'M HERE?!

‘s
BUT SHE CAME
DURING THIS HEAVY
RAIN..

THIS COULD BE
AN URGENT MATTER/

THAT'S NOT
THE WAY
| SEE HER!

ONIISAN..

WOULDN'T
IT BE BETTER
IF YOU WERE
WITH A PRETTY
GIRL LIKE
AYUMI?
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POOR,
STUPID, AND
NOT PRETTY

| ALREADY

KNEW THAT..
I'M USELESS,

SHE'S POOR AND
DOESN'T HAVE
A FATHER..

HOME 1S ' .
THE MOST [
IMPORTANT
PLACE!
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IF SHE'S
STILL NOT
BACK,

YOU CAN
ALL REST,
'LL WAIT
FOR HER

TUMULT- (e

E

FIND
HER..

SENSEI,

MAYA'S
STILL

NOT HOME!

WE LOOKED
FOR HER
VERYWHERE,

BUT WE
CAN'T..




WE'LL
REPORT
ITTO
THE
POLICE

SENSE!,
WE'RE GOING
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| FINALLY
UNDERSTAND

T T L
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THIS IS
ALL | CAN
DO..
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TSUKIKAGE
THEATER IS
PERFORMING

“LITTLE WOMEN"

IN CELEBRATION

OF ITS FIRST

ANNIVERSARY

THE
CURTAIN

IS ONODERA
HAJIME,
A FAMOUS

A

5y gﬁe AT LEAST
; 5 0R 6
7

CRITIC

WHAT'S
REALLY

STAGE %
DIRECTOR /oS

.

2N\ HAYAMI MASUMI,

HIMEKAWA
AYUMI!

HEY, ISN'T THAT

{ THE SON OF THE
DAITOU COMPANY
DIRECTOR?

A PERFORMANCE?

ISN'T THIS
JusT A
REGULAR
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HIMEKAW
AYUM
AND
Utako

ONES LINING
UpP IN THE

3 MIDDLE ROW
ARE ALL FAMOUS
“) ACTING CRITICS!

)
e

AN

LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN,
WELCOME TO
TSUKIKAGE
THEATER'S FIRST
ANNIVERSARY
PERFORMANCE

TSUKI-
KAGE
CHIGUSA




COULD ONE
OF THE CAST
MEMBERS OF
"LITTLE WOMEN"
BE THE FUTURE
CRIMSON
GODDESS?

THIS

WILL BE

\ AN
INTERESTING

YEARN. ARTICLE

AN ACTING
SCHOOL TO
> DISCOVER
THE ONE TO
PLAY THE CRIM-

DRIVEN BY
THE DESIRE TO
BRING BACK
THE LEGENDARY
PLAY "CRIMSON
GODDESS" ON

STAGE,
TSUKIKAGE
CHIGUSA

OREER

THIS TIME
THE BULLET
HIT THE
TARGET

TOUKKAGE S le@
THEATER'S X ]2/
DOWNFALL! W

S0 THAT
THEY'LL WRITE
ABOUT THIS
"LITTLE WOMEN"
PERFORMANCE




you

ACTRESSES
AR LONG FOR
HAHAHA!
| pouBT
ANYONE
WANTS TO

ND YET, DON'T HAVE

ANY WARM
. MANY
/‘: \ BEAUTIFUL ~ HUMAN

YOU'RE
STARTING
TO SOUND
LIKE YOUR

MY STAGE
FRIGHT HAS
GOTTEN

Wy
) (¥
BE WITH A % D )
WORKAHOLIC! L
il 4 3 = i ,

T 77 . THERE €0 N~
ey R L )Y MANY
/ N4 REPORTERS? )E

WE MuUsT
GIVE OUR
BEST

-




YES,
MY KNEES

ARE
SHAKING

IT'S TIME!
FOUR
SISTERS,

GET INTO

YOUR STAGE
POSITIONS!

<

.. b

I'M REALLY
NERVOUS

| COULD BE
WRONG, BUT

HER ARM FELT
REALLY HOT!

A\
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MAYA,
ARE YOU
ALRIGHT?
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PLEASE
ENJOY OUR
PERFORMANCE

) IT'S
. | BET i
R AN g IR
e e o ge | | SHOPPING
_ oy : ~ OOR
@ 2 7 ) C/
&.a)

BUT WE'VE I'VE SEEN OTHER

AND DAD
3 AND EACH ! DRESSES, WHILE
, OTHER! WE HAVE NOTHING

PN
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I'VE WANTED THE /_..

EVEN
S NOW, "CRIMSON GODDESS"
Y1 eTLL ROLE EVER. SINCE | WAS

NT..

WANT [T.. YOUR STUD

0y

WHEN WILL YOU TR i I WON'T

REVEAL WHO WILL
GET TO BE THE o\
"CRIMSON GODDESS"? [T~ 1

FORGIVE '\
you IF You

b
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[TELL EVERY-

1 ONE, BUT

Y WE FOUND HER SOAKING
WET LUNDER THE RAN..
SHE HAD A LITTLE
REST, BUT HER FEVER
WOULDN'T GO DOWN




I'M SAKURA-
Koudl yuu,
MAYA'S FRIEND.. :
I'M FROM THE S

UNDINE THEATER / DS

SR
P b

SHE CAME , }\
TO MY PLACE " 4
A DAD’ HEIS 3 DAYS AGO, B :’ ‘./~
AWAY FIGHTING e “[
b IN THE WAR.. ey i
WE DON'T KNOW X s
WHEN HE'LL BE ,— - ),
50 WE
COULDN'T
k¢
I3
A
s N go, Y
ALMOST ) HoW's || I'M HERE »
T YOUR || TO APO- =Y §
LOGIZE.. .
{{ CONFIDENT | ot 4 : A
20 N_ABOUT IT! ALONG? \/
7 4
FLL LEAVE A
ONCE | GIVE ’
THESE ”
I'M SURE COOKIES
FLL WIN THE AND FLOWERS
CONTEST TO HER
IN THE DAILY
NEWSPAPER @
)
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Ny NI /35 | THE TITLE
> N\ O WILL BE
\ N “THE CURSED
f@z FOREST"
| \27 * THEN s
WHAT WAS \ [NZ== | HER LOVER PO
1 O KILLED MANY o
previous /I [V wll( YU, INNOCENT A
NOVEL  \ 7zt vk |\ THINK: PEOPLE gl
ARGHTS . OF SUICIDE
THE NOBLEMAN S Y
COULDN'T “A PITIFLIL LOVE"!
LIVE WITHOUT IT'S ABOUT A NOBLEMAN
HER, SO HE WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH
DROWNED HIM- A FLOWER GIRL. MANY

SELF IN THE

SO SHE KILLED

PEOPLE WERE AGAINST
THEIR RELATIONSHIP, mg
HERSELF A=

YEA, YEA! \ h
WE KNOW |
THE ENDING.. (2
EVERYONE \
DIED.. ]

( THEN THEIR
PARENTS ALSO
DIED, AND..

YOU'RE

&S\ VERY GOOD, |

PRETTY ¢ Z. 7 Jo! ®

Jo! Wi, { R L JUST LIKE <

' N 3 Dol SHAKE- |

MAYBE e SPEARE / |
BECAUSE ~ — ] = i'

OF WHAT
SHE'S

THANKS I'M SURE
BETH! YOU'LL

YOU'RE THE BE A

ONLY ONE GREAT
WHO CAN NOVELLIST!

(8. SEEMY { o
e MO
Rz \.\;‘f W/f\%




SHOULD

WE EACH
BUY

ONE?

I'LL BUY
THE
SLIPPERS

LIKE A HER
ISCHOOL'S  WELL
PLAY!

Al

SOME
HANDKER-
CHIEFS FROM

~_I'MON STAGE!

WHAT ARE
YOU GOING TO
GIVE MOM
AS A
CHRISTMAS
PRESENT?

- AH, | ALMOST
FORGOT




y CHRISTMAS!
; G0OO0D
MORNING,

w MOM!

GIRLS, NOT FAR

AWAY FROM HERE
LIES A POOR
WOMAN WITH

R MRS RS B R B MR RE RN ABLENAO I AR S RD LR R
S R e R e e

WILL YoU GV e I e ——
THEM YOUR NO FIRE,
BREAKFAST AS AND NOTHING

A CHRISTMAS
PRESENT?

THING WE
7 HAVEN'T
i’l’OUCHED

'l PIE!

GET THE S ———
CHICKEN!




THE

40°C FEVER,
AND YET SHE
SCAN STILL STAND

UP ON STAGE
\ o smie

AND
I'LL. CARRY

MILK!

%
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SHE LATnGGT | Hearo
ezaree, I e cor
RAN ALL LIRS ,'.L PURPOSELY
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WHY DOES SHE
GO TO SUCH
AN EXTENT..
HER SMILING MASK
IS HIDING HER
PAIN AND
SUFFERING!

BUT WHY
DOESN'T
SHE SHOW
EVEN A
LITTLE
SIGN OF

PAIN? 4

WHY?!

BETH!
TAKE THIS
WITH You




TO BE CONTINUED



