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Center for Latino Studies Welcomes First
Annual Distinguished Scholar in Latino Studies

I n honor of Hispanic Heritage Month,
the Center for Latino Studies welcomed
Dr. Yolanda Chavez Leyva, a Chicana
historian and writer, specializing in
border history, public history, and Chi-
cana history as the First Annual Distin-
guished Scholar in Latino Studies. Her
current work focuses on documenting
the experiences of migrants affected by
current immigration policies, including
children detained in militarized deten-

tion camps, such as Tornillo. Her pow-
erful deployment of academic tools
such as oral history to document injus-
tice makes Dr. Leyva one of the most
important scholar-activists working on
the family separation crisis on the US-
Mexico border.

Dr. Leyva, Associate Professor of Histo-
ry and Director of the Institute of Oral
History at the University of Texas-El
Paso led a series of academic lectures
and workshops at UHD  (ont. on pg. 4)




Latina Professionals Invest in the Next
Generation of Leaders

On October 3, Latinas Achieve kicked off the 2019-2020
academic year with its Second Annual Mentor-Mentee Mixer.
The event offered current UHD students the opportunity to
meet professionals, entrepreneurs, and community leaders in
their field of interest. Guests in attendance heard from political
candidate and non-profit professional Michele Leal, who shared
her family legacy of community service, and multi-passionate
entrepreneur and thought leader Valentina Gémez Bravo, who
offered students the opportunity to learn the art of branding
through a new social media internship. The program also fea-
tured presentations by the new student leaders of Latinas
Achieve, who shared their work developing a mentorship pro-
gram for Latina high school students.

Among the mentors in attendance were Houston’s first
Latina City Councilperson, Graciela Saenz; award-winning inter-
national finance professional Soledad Tanner; City of Houston's
Deputy Assistant Director for Public Services, Melody Barr;
Founder and CEO of Power on Heels Network, [vette Mayo, and
more than a dozen other of Houston's most inspirational Latina
leaders. Students eagerly connected with mentors based on ed-
ucation and career interests. Ms. Torres, an aspiring teacher,
met educational consultant Brenda De la Rosa, whose career
entails innovative professional development for teachers.

students at Latinas Achieve Mentor-Mentee Mixer, Oct 2019
Program Gains Growing Recognition

The successes of the program’s second year
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Congratulations to UHD and Latinas
Achieve program for receiving special
recognition at Board of Regents
meeting today! @uhdowntown
@TilmandJFertitta @CoogReeg

Tweet by Chancellor Renu Khator congratulating Lati-
nas Achieve after Selena Garcia Palacios shared her
story with the Board of Regents, May 2019

Mary Helen Cavazos, in empowering her to achieve
academic success and pursue graduate studies in so-
cial work and law.

This Fall, President Juan Sanchez Mufioz rec-
ognized the program as a core pillar of University of
Houston-Downtown’s commitment to inclusive excel-
lence. In fact, UHD received Insight into Diversity’s
prestigious Higher Education Excellence in Diversity
(HEED) Award based on an application that featured
several of the Center for Latino Studies’ Signature Pro-
grams. Among the featured programs were Latinas
Achieve, and Emerging Scholars of Color, an initiative
launched by the Center for Latino Studies in collabora-

tion with the Center for Critical Race Studies.

arrive on the heels of growing recognition for  faysie s Latinas Achieve is a mentorship experience
the program, both locally and nationally. xcellenc specially designed to empower Latina students
Thanks to the leadership of Regent Paula Men- " /r at the University of Houston-Downtown. The
doza, Latinas Achieve garnered system-wide _ Center for Latino Studies, in collaboration with
honors at the May Board of Regents of the Top Colleges for Dimsity the Office of Alumni Relations, launched the

University of Houston System meeting. As an

exemplar of the kind of student success the program fosters,
Latinas Achieve alum Selena Garcia Palacios shared the vital
role of mentors like Graciela Saenz, Soledad Tanner, and

program in Fall 2018 to cultivate the talents of
Houston’s next generation of Latina leaders. Towards
that end, Latinas Achieve partnered (Cont. on Pg, 12)




UHD Latinos in the Community_
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(Cont. from Pg. 9) largely neglecting the cultural heritages of
/ the majority of its students. Only eight courses in our entire uni-

off versity curriculum directly engage Latino perspectives, making it
nearly impossible for students to complete our Latino Studies Con-
centration.

However, the institution is working to address this chal-
lenge. Over the last three years, UHD has made two key invest-
ments in diversifying our curriculum: the creation of the Center for
Latino Studies, a humanities-focused academic unit whose mission
is to create learning experiences inclusive of Latino students; and
the approval of a new Latino Studies Concentration of our Bache-
lor’s Degree in Humanities, after which Latino student enrollment
in the Humanities major nearly doubled from 26% in 2016 to 48%
in 2018. This initiative to develop the Latino Studies curriculum
builds on these institutional investments that to fulfill a mandate
that Puerto Rican, Mexican-American, and African American stu-
dents made over a half century ago, when they mobilized to de-
mand a more inclusive curriculum. By bringing our curriculum
into line with the identities of our student population, these new

courses will provide culturally-
relevant content that supports their
retention and graduation, thereby
advancing our mission as a Hispan-
ic-serving and Minority-serving
institution.

L

(Cont. from Pg. 3) with some of
Houston's most influential Latina professionals, com-
munity leaders, and entrepreneurs to inspire our stu-
dents to dream big, while equipping them with the
tools they need to reach their goals.

Each semester, Latinas Achieve offers the UHD community a full calendar of ex-
periences that encourage Latina students to learn, build relationships, and devel-
op their academic and professional trajectories in a supportive, culturally-
sensitive environment. Among the program’s signature events are the Mentor-
Mentee Mixer, hosted every Fall, and the Ice
Cream Social, offered in the Spring. Students
' interested in joining Latinas

Achieve can apply by scan-

ning the QR code at right. La-

tina professionals, entrepre-  University of Houston-Downtown.
neurs, and community leaders
interested in becoming a men- ce nter for
tor can email lucero-

bo@uhd.edu. L(Iﬁ no STU d ies
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