" PARTICIPANTS
SHOULD
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ARE YOU TIRED,
AYUMI-SAN?

I WANT SOMe-
\ THING TO EAT?

" WHAT'S
sosf:s mf ng“% LATELY SHE  HAPPENING

SEEMS TO  TO AYUMI?
HAVE LOST

AN ORIGELD EEH?
THAT WAS RAISED LOSING
IN PRISON AND
THAT LOOKS
HEALTHY
WOULDN'T BE

SHE WOULD

RESEMBLE SHE'S
o OPENNG 15 27oe
MORE GETING  WEIGHT.

e CLOSER? >




THE OPENING
IS GETTING
7 CLOSER AND
ALL SHE DOES IS

= LISTEN TO MUSIC, | .~
?  READ BOOKS, -
EAT SWEETS ::-, o
AND ADMIRE <B4
T

THE FLOWERS... |
2.

 IF EVERY-
THING 15




SHE HAS LIGHTENED
UP! SHE REMINDS
ME OF AYUMI-SAN

WHEN SHE'S
RELAXED...

IT'S BEEN A

T
WHILE SINCE PEnE ceen

SHE SEEM
SHE FIRST |/ 7% DIFFERENT?
STAYED HERE... /|

T'LLBE A
PERFECT
ORIGELD!

/| 1VE LOST [ ]
I FIVE KILO- [ K]

[ ] orams! PSS

WHAT I
WANTED!

i/
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o

Has she
taken me -
seriously,
orisshe /'
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THE PLAY HAD
LOTS OF BUZZ
WAY BEFORE
ITS OPENING.

Al

PEOPLE!

P

o
oo




CHALLENGE OF THE
TWO CHARACTERS |
WHO ARE BOTH VERY
DIFFERENT FROM
THE ACTRESSES'
PERSONALITIES. A
Al

THE FAMOUS ACTRESS
AYUMI HIMEKAWA AND
TOGETHER WITH igR RIVAL FOR THE
THE PREVIOUS  npimcon GODDESS ON
DESS, CHIGUSA THE SAME STAGE...

TSUKIKAGE. /

I THINK IN THE END

IT WILL

BE AYUMI. TO TELL THE
TRUTH, T CAN'T REALLY
PICTURE THE ALDIS

WHO WILL STAND OUT?
MAYA OR AYUMI?
EVERYONE IS WAITING

OF MAYA.

IT'S SAID
THAT THE ROLE
ASSIGNMENTS
WERE A MISTAKE.
WHO couLp
ARGUE WITH

THAT?

TO SEE THIS!

TOO BAD THAT IT'S SUCH A
THERE ISN'T MUCH ORIGELD WILL HOW WILL SHE s T

HOPE FOR MAYA BE ABLE TO SUCH A HAME THA
BE PLAYED AYUMI HIME-

KITAJIMA'S PLAY ALDIS BEAUTY
BY AYUMI WASTED KAWA WILL
PRINCESS ALDIS! HIMEKAWA. WITH HER, INTERPRET
IN " ¢ ORIGELD.
THE ROLE OF THE

i) BEAUTIFLL ALDIS

WOLILD HAVE

THAT FACE

SUITED HER |~
BETTER. / 3
THEY'VE
REALLY
MADE A
MISTAKE IN
WHAT'S WITH | LOOKS LIKE LOTS|| CASTING.

OF SHOW-BIZ
JOURNALISTS
AND THEATER | A
B - e\ R | NOW, THEN... BESIDES
e \\- THAT, SEEING ALDIS
—|| PLAYED BY MaYA
ke “ \ KITAJIMA WHO WAS
“ \ \ BLACKLISTED FROM
N\ A\ THE ENTERTAINMENT
\ = INDUSTRY SOME
\\ \ TIME AGO...




—

( SHE WON'T
" BE ABLE TO
SET FOOT

ON STAGE
AGAIN.

GOT LESS
THAN A YEAR..

SUCCESSFUL
OTHER COMPA-

OFFER HER
ALIDITIONS BUT
IF SHE FAILS...

IF SHE'S

NIES WILL

THIS SHOW...
1S IMPORTANT

SOLIDIFY HER
COMEBACK TO |
THE STAGE.

| ALSO, IF SHE DOESN'T WIN
THE ACADEMIC ARTS AWARD
OR THE BEST ACTOR AWARD,
' SME WILL BE DISQUALIFIED
AS A CANDIDATE TO PLAY
THE CRIMSON GODDESS.

/
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i
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.
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R

IF SHE DOESN'T
MAKE IT WITH THIS
SHOW, IT'LL BE

HOPELESS...

TING TO {
SEE. £
ApZ
LD @

i

HOW WILL AYUMI
HIMEKAWA AND MAYA
KITAJIMA INTERPRET
THESE CHARACTERS

THAT ARE SO DIFFERENT |
FROM THEMSELVES?




g,

| AW TSNT
| THAT yuu

@URAKOJI?
g 2

~

YES!
IT'S HIM! K

/.

T\ J EXCUSE ME,
-;‘7;1;\ ¥~/ COULDT HAVE
“.4‘

BACK OF THIS
PROGRAM

YOUR AUTO-
IS FINE.

i GRAPH?

(AR k/

// ‘|" HE'S THE
/

. /) EX-BOYFRIEND
OF MAYA,
SAKURAKOJI-
KUN.

FROM ONDINE
THEATRE.




. The waiden
| witha pureand |
% innocent swile...

Aldis, also

She loves music, known as the
flowers, people —, davghter of
and peace. Spring from
the Kingdom

J of Lastonia

bless

princess,

by God...

ed

= Afthough I'm a
simple airl, silly
and plain...

g:;lcaubecomea ’ﬂ | L\

= princess of un- - .

L For a brief
Smoment, in the ~

o
ﬂ.

the rainbow P

3 Moot whereé;k Princess Aldis!

_ . Now, on the
A _ stage, | shall be




IS THAT

REALLY AYUMI
HIMEKAWA?

The maiden raised

surrounded by hatred...

SO THIN
THAT SHE
Origeld

SEEMS LIKE

SHE'S

ANOTHER
PERSON...

With resentwent and
suffering as her only friends

—

ive

but given a reason fo |

:
W"
5
..ma
=

Turning
= 1h¢f back
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 The sp
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OUR USHERS
Tfé“ ASSIST @ /Y
AUDIENCE
T0 THER %4@7 ‘Q@)

Where are you?
Where in this
eNnormous




It's the

f

The Two

opening o

princess...
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AGAINST HIS ROYAL
MAJESTY THE KING,

WEZ
<SEfls,
SB83L33
;mmmmmm

«p=

-
/ mmmmm
3283
\ %WWW%

RDY. THIS IS

JEOPA

HIGH TREASON!

LIES! WHERE
15 THY PROOF?

SILENCE! ¢




EVEN AS T
CONCEALLED HIM
MANY A TIME IN
THE QUEEN'S
CHAMBERS.

‘TWAS T
THAT AIDED THE
CORRESPONDENCE
BETWIXTED THE
QUEEN AND
COUNT AUGUST.

£
&
Al

WHAT DOTH POSSESS
SUCH VITRIOL? €

THEE TO SPEW FORTH

I STOOD PROOF
AGAINST DISCOVERY
FOR THE QUEEN AND
THEIR MANY TRYSTS.

BRING IN THE
REBELLIOUS COUNT'S
TRUSTED RETAINER,

HIS MAJESTY'S
RECENT ILLNESS
BEARS ALL THE
MARKS AS
DESCRIBED BY
THE ALCHEMIST...

UPON TAKING
THE ANTIDOTE,
HIS ROYAL
MAJESTY
RECOVERED
IMMEDIATELY.

WEAKNESS AND | 1y 6OLD DID THE QUEEN

FEVER BE THE S
SYMPTOMS AFTER | 'morie e "

CONSUMPTION.

ON THREAT OF OVER TIME, THE VICTIM

DEATH DID THE
QUEEN ORDER
MY SILENCE....

WILL LOSE THE ABILITY
TO MOVE OR SPEAK,
RESULTING IN DEATH.




ANSWER
WAS IT THE TRUTH-
QUEEN THAT FULLY,
AIDED COUNT GORM!
AUGUST?

r THE QUEEN SUPPORTED

| US AND REPORTED THE TR, PI0 THE
] MOVEMENTS OF HIS QUEEN AID AND
|
MAJESTY AND THE ACQUIESCE TO
STATE OF WIS TROOPS. THE COUNT IN
: ALL THINGS?

- ‘
UPON WIS DEATH, .V
SHE WOULD RULE ) “Ni
THE KINGDOM AT ATSNIB,
THE COUNT'S SIDE. | : NS
| H \uAd T =
| D« i \\ X =
‘ FOR STATUS (
SHE LigS! [ DIDSHE | - émN
HOW DOST THOU\ MARRY My | A He
SAYEST 60, 3 BROTHER, | . oL
KOLFINNA?! / THE KING. / WNAMOUITH o
-( ' AUGUST
FOR AGES.

BETRAYAL MOST
FOUL DID SHE
TO MY BROTHER §.
AND HER
FAMILY!

218



TWAS You
WHO WAS
BESOTTED
WITH COUNT
AuGuUsT!

e e

PR

AS IF GREATLY
TREASURED DID
I WITNESS HIM
WEARING A RING YOU
GIFTED HIM!

RN e e i ARDENT LETTERS WAS
,., FOUND IN THE QUEEN'S
FEOOrS THaT coLNT'S CHAMBERS AND
CRYFORTNE  FANEY CRESE [ THE TOILET OF THE
\erelop e iy Al IMPERIAL VILLA...

GULLTY. ) ‘
/\ T |
L il i\h C

SUCH BAUBLES AND

G

eulLTy! [

A

CRIME OF HIGH
TREASON AND
AN EXAMPLE TO
ALL, T REQUEST
2 THE PENALTY
OF DEATH!




AND
RAGNEID IT IS BEKNOWNST TO
THE CHIEF \ ME THAT THOU HAST
TRAITOR! O\ NO TRUE EVIDENCE!

= EVIL- BROTHER
)\ HEARTED OF THAT

ARE HARRI-

DAN....

A¢oRe s

L, THINE

HEARTs nave MY HEART
ALREADY S

BRANDED ME

AND THROUGH = g oy aeT,
HER, GAIN AND PLACE HER

POWER! = IN MY STEAD...




Sy —
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NEVER HAS MY HEART
BEEN RAISED AGAINST
YOou, WELL DO You

BLIND TO THIS,

YES? THIS
IRNOW 1T TRIAL IS A
Y FARCE!
TRUTH DO I
5~ p\" SPEAK, YET
/  NONE DOTH
YET SILENT | )
A ) HEAR!
(| AS THE \ A
) GRAVE ARE [ 1
) youz?! |\ | it
= 2aY'a'
e T

FOR THE SAKE

OF RAGNEID
AND THE CHILD ( §/ OR DO You
SHE HAS GIVEN >~ WISH THIS?
you, ALpis! |

) LADY KATAJINA ~—
IS STRIPPED OF
ALL LANDS AND
TITLES AND
SENTENCED TO
DEATHBY ¢
/-~ BEHEADING! >~




LADY,
PREPARE
YOUR-
SELF....

ms
MY LAST
REQUEST,
TO SEE

BRING HERE ,/
PRINCESS
ORIGELD!

MY POOR
QUEEN...

SUCH
INJUSTICE
HAVE THEY
VISITED UPON
You...

PRINCESS

ORIGELD IS

BUT SEVEN
YEARS OLD...

DEPENDENT
ON You,
MILADY,

EVERYDAY

WILL BE A




LISTEN WELL,
ORIGELD. ANON,
THOU WILT SEE

THoU
ART HIS
FIRST-

BORN.

PN

A DAUGHTER
THEY HAVE...
ALDIS, THY
SISTER LESS
TWO YEARS.

i,

THOU ART THE
DAUGHTER OF ADOLF,
KING OF LASTONIA!

REMEMBER, ORIGELD!

WILL MARRY
THE KING.

FOR MANY
YEARS THE
KING HAS
BEEN LUNDER
HER SWAY.

/
AN

LINDONE BY THE
SCHEMES OF THE
GOTTFRIED FAMLY |
AM T, WHO HAS THE \
EAR OF THE KING.

I

FATHER'S
| DESIRE AND
PLERILITY.

BY THY

NEVER \
FORGET IT! j

S —— \\'i

T e BN
ST
y)ﬁ*ﬂ’ 7 CI(:‘




KEENLY

OBSERVE THE
LAST MOMENTS
| OF THY MOTHER,
ORIGELD

N,

AMBITIO
FAMILY 1S NO

BAR TO RANCID

...THAT AGAINST
PARRICIDE.

TO DEVOUR SUCH
A LITTLE SIN IS

PALTRY.




/% THE COUNT
BEEN CAP-
TURED?

NO. WITH HIS :

SON HAS HE :

escarer THe RGO -
KINGDOM. :

HOW UNFORTUNATE.

WE CANNOT COOL
OUR HEELS TIL
HE 1S CAUGHT.




WILL RULE THE
KINGDOM.

AND AS SUCH, THE 2
oF somrmey TTLES AND POSSES

QUEEN'S KATAJINA'S
GUILT WILL STRIP
HER FAMILY OF ALL

SIONS, AND WILL
FALL TO RUIN...

IT IS BANDIED ABOUT
THAT PRINCESS
ORIGELD IS OF COUNT
AUGUST AND QUEEN
KATAJINA'S GET.

B U kiNG's  QUEEN'S DEATH,

FATHER-IN-
LAW WILL
IBE...

SssT! FATHh
SOMEONE

AFTER THE

MY DAUGHTER
RAGNEID, THE
KING'S FAVOLIRITE,
SHALL TAKE

e et
o @

pouBT
HAVE T!

WHAT IS
YOUR MIND,
FATHER? }_,

IS ORIGELD
REALLY THE
KING'S DAUGHTER

OR THE ADUL-
TEROUS GET
OF THE COUNT?

THOUGH THE KING MIGHT OVER- AND You
REFUTES THIS, HE HEAR.. | HANS, HIS
HARBOLIRS DOLIBT. BEWA- : BROTHER-

RE.
IN-LAW.
A 7 T
Kl N T~
,’%?’ AND... FhY R
/\ X Na) THE GIRL WILL ONLY||  BE DISCOVERED,

LEAVE PRISON FOR
A CONVENT OR...

SHALL T WHISPER
IN HIS EAR TO EN-
SCONCE HER IN THE
WHITE DUNGEONS.

PROUD IS THE KING,
AND HAVING A MUCH
MALIGNED AND
TAINTED DAUGHTER
HE WOULD NOT
COLINTENANCE.




SHE'S NEVER
PLAYED A

“_  BEAUTIFUL
| PRINCESS.

Y now
| THERE

\

\

THEN IT'S
MAYA'S TURN.

HAS THE
PROLOGUE
JUST Fl-

NISHED?

NG




THE AMBASSADOR
OF SCOTLAND
AND HIS WIFE!

T

AL OF NOBLE  juuth,

2 BIRTH THROUGHOUT /e
-. THE LAND HATH ’

NOW,IF THE PARLIA-
MENT WOLILD BE
AT LEAST THIS
POPULAR.




CELEBRATION.

VERILY! ‘'TIS
' HIS MAJESTY'S
TREASLUIRED
DALIGHTER,

PRINCESS ALDIS' S
THIRTEENTH YEAR

TO SHUN THIS DAY,
HIS MAJESTY WOULD
BE MOST WROTH!

'ZOUNDS! THE
LARGESS DOTH TOP
THE HEAVEN LIKE
OLYMPIA, THE GUESTS,
A MULTITUDE...

BUT I AM NOT

LUINTOWARD HIS

MAJESTY'S
PASSION.

WERE PRINCESS
ALDIS MY OWN

BEAUTEOUS GIRL,
NOUGHT HAVE T
WITNESSED!

'

/) 'é( LIKE GABRIEL

UPON HER
APPEARANCE,
AN AIR OF
HALCYON FIELDS
SURROUNDS HER.




| 15 mava
) KITAJIMA

| THAT BeAU-| INTERPRETED
\ TIFUL?

= g

|

R

BUT ISN'T
ALDIS

BY MAYA
KITAJIMA?

|

ol Hn

A BEATFLL, \ HAVE THEY
> /) REALLY
ELEGANT AND s
NOBLE PRINCESS ) | s
WAS MADE FOR |

il | AYUMI HIMEKAWA. |

‘? EURIGES.

\ YuLius!
| YuLlus
. LANSBREI!




DEPARTED DID T

THE AR IS

BETTER, IT AS A WHELP OF DAY
COULDN'T BE SIXTEEN. BEFO
OTHERWISE BY SO I'D SAY...
THE ABSENCE FOR EIGHT

OF MY BROTHER
AND FATHER.

AND NOW, THE SON
OF THE DUKE OF
LANSBREI, ANCIENT,
RESPECTED AND

ROYAL, HAS

THE AIR IN RETLRNED HOME.
LANSBRE| WAS SPAIN, HOLLAND
A TAD RANCID. : !

FRANCE , ENGLAND,
YOU'VE BEEN ALL
OVER EUROPE.

AS YOUR | AND NOT SO
FATHER AND | AGREEABLE.

T'VE NOW WONDEFUL WERE

) ' AFRMIN THOSE EIGHT
> HA! YOU'VE | COMMERCE. YEARS. TIRESOME,
BECOME YES, BUT VERY

~

A POXY INVIGORATING.

) meréaanT? &
(

{

HOW

CONCERN. YOUR
THROUGH TRADE,| FATHER
yuLius! ONE CAN LEARN | MUST
AND HOW DOES/ : MANY THINGS SUFFER.
LASTONIA STAND OF OTHER
AMONGST IT'S | COUNTRIES.
PEERS? WHAT
PROFUNDITIES

DO WE IMPART?

MUCH UNDER-
STANDING CAN



THE SCHEMING
OF PARLIAMENT
AND QUEEN
RAGNEID'S
FATHER,

THE COMMONS ARE
FULL OF RED LILY
SYMPATHISERS.

AGAINST

THE RUMOLR IS
THAT PENMARK AND
ERINWALD WILL
ALLY THEMSELVES
AGAINST US.

WELL DO T KNOW
THAT REBEL ARMY THE

THE
HUSH, YULIUS, T
BUT SHOULD YET THE
SOMEONE CHURCH SITS
OVERHEAR, OUR IDLY BY THE
FATE T'WOULD |4k ROYAL FAMLLY.

BE LINCERTAIN!

RED LILY, LED BY THE
EXILED COUNT AUGUST,
IS POISED TO STRIKE.

o

e

AND DO WE WONDER |
WHY LASTONIA'S
PEERS SCOFF

FOR A STRIPLING
OF AGIRL, A
THIRTEEN YEAR
OLD DOTED ON BY
THE KING.

- (/’,/ 7

YET, DO I

SEE SUCH | / :
) By ) A
[[c‘g / %\'

N

WITH THE HEART
OF AN ANGEL. )

K

IS SHE.

OBEDIENCE THAT
{ HATH COMMANDED |
¢\ ATTENDANCE HERE }

/

0

/ ;
_//



N/
T —

) >
ou Y%
g : \ ] HER SMILE IS LIKE

HER, YOU'LL
1 \ LINDERSTAND, PERSEPHONE, WARM
' ] yuLius.,  / AND GENTLE, BRINGING |
' “ |/ / HAPPINESS TO THOSE )
\ .74 it WHO WITNESS IT.
< | ;
= I CAN'T
: STAND THE
. = H
VY
/ \
’ ) :
QU™ o
I~ = p X
1) o b lm ,K f
D ] \ s
1 PONERE =
p
\ o &
\C

FROM THE
BEHAVES, L .
| o sidi. | memr,
| am Princess iR
Ald' ffhe gea PERSON. g HER?
\ = Aldis![| Avumi-san 1 S
' Kingdow of BEHAVING THE > X ]
ial SAME ON THE X7
Kt RIGHT SIDE OF ]l |
THE STAGE. “ ,
LA
]
A%
¢ "=
Wt
4 S~ -/ sHE
<= = HASNT
577 sap A
N ™~ | woro
Ty, A AL DAY
S A ~\/-/,>\




7 °

The guests are
waiting for me
in the salon!

fr - ——— - -

KING, AND HER

ROYAL HIGHNESS,

HIS ROYAL
MAJESTY, THE




