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' — Hayawi-san! ___

AND AKAME-SAN
ARE ALREADY
LEFT BEHIND.




MASUMI,
HOW ; ‘
FARTHER “CNTIL
WE REACH THE
VALLEY OF
TME CRIMSON |
DDESS? /L

MOUNTAIN

ONOUR | °
OLD FEET. |7/

BEEN
WALKING
FOR MORE
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\\\\\ Shiori-san!

And Onodera-san
and Akame-san!

7/ THE vALLEY
HeF I B

IT MUST LIVES...
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'\ | WONDERFLL
Wonoes

THE ONE
WHO WANTED
TO COME.

T CAN'T
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YES. T AM | :
SORRY. IT |/
THEY  MUSTBE ||
ARE NOT BECAUSE |\
SUITED  OF MY |
FOR THIS gHOES! A=\
KIND OF /
TERRAIN.
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So elegant. [ '/
Compared /|

10 her, 1 am [
so0 plain...

AN

| am so

s embarrassed!

\

POOR US, |

THIS ROAD /

IS NEVER- ]
ENDING.

- -
=3 Pl

M

o 4 f
e L. |
== by

L

Ll But]

.

- Hayami-san

Aah! But] =

ill haveto = “*F

tell thew it’s -

dangerous! =

-don’t want [\
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" What am | doing?
Hayawi-san and the

V8
Valley! | have to tell them /1,9 ‘57
\ ‘the bridge is broken! | 27
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THERE IS LET-DOWN.
NOTHING WE AND AFTER
CAN DO. WE WE CAME

HAVE TO SO FAR.




/ Hayami-san
is leaving...




a Sudden
chill in my
chest.. |
/

without even |
being able to
" speak to him...
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™ She fall n
love with a

- The Crimson
Goddess?

The Crimson
Goddess who
fell in rules over

) love witha MaTure.
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she must -
= have been! =
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Maybe it
was a stroke
ofluek. A\
\" I'd
rather not
disturb that
wonderful
“valley...

| had the

same idea,
even before
wy father
told we...

How
strange profecf if...
that | feel \\ Prevenf

this way! . outsiders from

. Aren’t 1 an \'wandering in.. \
outsider? ¢ ,é},,»\
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\\\\ somuch -

\fo find out \\ \!

who the \\ \

SHAME! T
WANTED TO
GO TO THE
VALLEY OF
THE PLUM
TREES SO
MLUCH...

< want o \

HERE FOR

MAYBE THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS
DOESN'T
LIKE US.

Wu;&(

. WE WALKED
< ALL THE WAY

et 1

R 7

The love of the
~ Crimson Goddess!




So does

suffering in

the pain and hearf...

Crimson Goddess
is in love with a
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MAYBE IT
MEANS WE ARE
SUPPOSED TO
MEET ANOTHER
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' .
GF - .leave its

mark on )
nature? —
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the Crimson
Goddess is
in love!
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she had fun
riding on
the wind... |

]

| wonder how she
spent her days?
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I'd play like | /157
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you

[/ STARTLED
. ME! T
WASN'T
;‘ EXPECTING
\ TO SEE You
\ WE
\ yo?f FALLING
. DOING? FROM THE
, SKY.
W -
~.
R o)
A" ( Voo
A3
V- ¥ WELL,
A LET'S SAY...
\ I WAS
 REHEARSING
N, B3 SOMETUING...
Y "\ N
\ | \

wWhat kind (
of Crimson
Goddess do

you intend to |

perform?

}‘ /' PEOPLE , ~d Y
ARE NOW, THE ’ OH, BUT FIRST, | I WANTED

A BEM?! | WORKING BRIDGE THAT || / weLl, || T wantep | TO SEE THE

| REALLY?! | ONIT, BUT LEADS TO THE ( vou || To come gy | VALLEY OF

| THATS | ITWONT VALLEYOF ||/ somaNy know || anp GreeT | THE CRIMSON |
| HORRIBLE!| BE UsABLE THE CRMsON ||/ peopLe 7 || reukikace- |\ GOvvESS. /b
)\ FORFOUR GODDESS IS \ y

. ORFIVE  BROKEN,

COME ON! T'LL
fonam| _ TAKE YOU TO
) TSUKIKAGE-SAN!

IS
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IT GAVE

1 ALso came

il
| SAKURA- >

KoJl, you

you
TWOo?!

QP

HERE?
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HOWEVER, 1 weNT
THE BRIDGE  mgre
IS BROKEN 4 pey
RIGHT NOW.  mimgs,

T CAME TO
THE THESE PARTS
OWNERS SO THATI
ALLOWED COULD CREATE
METO A DIRECTING
USEIT.  PLAN, AND I
FOUND THIS

BEARS  RATHER
AND FOXES  COTZY...




S I CLEARLY [ I SOMETIMES
- SAW HOW, K WENT TO SPY
Sl THROUGH THE ON YOUR AND
iy INTERPRETATION AYUM'S
OF ELEMENTS, ETING! REHEARSALS,
TEUKIKAGE- #i : KITAJIMA.
SAN WANTED TN 1 LearNED
10 BRING YOU | L/l R § S
| CLOSER TO A5 T
\ THE cRIMSON |, fifh
\_ oovess! / M % "14 ~\
o N )':"n el \
¥ | [ YEAH.
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2 . IT's
HUMANS, SURPRISING
ANIMALS, HOW LIVING
TREES, ALONE IN THE
ROCKS MADE ME MIDDLE OF

FOR MOTHER
HUMANS
DON'T NATURE, ALL

BEINGS ARE
REALLY
\ eTanp  EQUAL.

ol raarBh  OUT.

UNDERSTAND  THE NATLIRE...
HOW SUPERFICIAL
SOME VALLES
IMPOSED BY .
SOCIETY ARE. / P

CREATURE
IS GIVEN LIFE
BY A HIGHER
EXISTENCE...

...THIS IS THE
CONCLUSION
I'VE REACHED...

; THE

@’ AH... I fFeLT VALLEY, |
, S g LIKE I

/ = UNDERSTOOD

- | someTHING

() ABOUT THE

B A CRIMSON \

GODDESS... N\
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From Tme | I 1+ IWas ™
1o Tme, i) THNCNG... | 24 oo, ||
 menice || Agout %
| wwares | WHERE bo)
Lving N | [if STAYING N | you pLaN ON
THE OPEN! \HERE?! A GUEST |

'\ RoOM IN THE |\ STAYINGZ

MAKES You _
FEELINGS! you'LL
YoU MIGHT STAY HERE,
AH! EVEN COME TO T'l;il;ﬁ UGASE
THEN. LNDERSTAND . -
i TSSHIN! SLEEPING

BAGS ./\_ B ﬂ{

2 THAT MEANS...
TOMORROW, == YOU'LL ALSO BE
T'LL TEACH HELPING ME
you HOW GATHER FIREWOOD
TO FISH. AND PLANTS AND

ALSO DRAW WATER
FROM THE RIVER.

THis 15 O YOU FOR
BUT A SMALL - WUAT YOLI'VE
TOKEN OF MY  DONE FOR MY
APPRECIATION. FATHER.

T GREET |
YOU ALL |
IN THIS |
MOUNTANN |\

TEMPLE! |




Lol my PATHER

NES  was VERY

: MOVED TO
RECEIVE

:\  YOUR HELP.
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( THEN You
) sHouLp

| AcCEPT His
| HEARTFELT
\  GIFT.

IF THE
MAN YOU
HELPED
1S NOT
EISUKE

BUT T KINDLY
AsK YoU TO
ACCEPT THIS AS A
SINCERE SIGN OF
GRATITUDE FROM
AN ORDINARY
INJURED MAN.

BUT AN 1

ORDINARY 1 NKING

OF SAVING
HAYAMI-

MAN
INJURED IN
A MOUNTAIN

WASN'T

SAN,

PLEASE
TAKE
BACK
YOUR

GIFT...




MY NAME
IS AKAME,
PORTRAYING
ISSHIN IN
THE PLAY.

YOu...

HONORED
TO MEET

W [
y

| e
ﬁl ) MATTERS
\ a\\‘ l‘ IS THAT You
\ /i1 | ARE WELL,
66 | TSUKIKAGE-

| eAN.

AS YOU
GRADUALLY
STRENGTH, YOU'LL
BE ABLE TO BRING
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS BACK
TO THE STAGE.

IT WOULD
YOU'VE GOT

OF ME TODAY, &

THE BETTER N

I CAN
HARDLY
WAIT...

BY THE

WAY, ARE THE
REHEARSALS
OF THE TWO
CANDIDATES )

( GOING WELL? |———

BEAUTY
OF THE

CRIMSON
GODDESS.

UNEQUALED

THANK You
FOR YOUR
KIND WORDS,
TSUKIKAGE-
SAN.

HEARD A
LOT ABOUT



TSUKIKAGE-SAN!
WE HAVE GUESTS:
SAKURAKOJ! AND
KURONUMA-SAN!




SURPRISE! |

YOU 100K 4 | KURONUMA!

JUST LIKE

( IT MIGHT
BE OKAY
FOR THAT
GIRL, BUT
AYUM.L...

N\

. //
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BUT T SEE I'VE HEARD
AT LEAST THAT You THAT YOU CAME
HERE, THERE ENDED LIP TO THESE
ARE NO GETTING MOUNTAINS SO
SHAPESHIFTING % TOTALLY YOU COULD
TAKEN IN BY PLAN THE
“@ THE LOCAL | CRIMSON
L\ CUSTOMS. «‘-,\ GODDESS...

Yoo THE FOXES FOX IS A
AND SHAPE- AND A FOX..
7y SHIFTERS IN SHAPE- SUITS You
W | THE CITY ARE SHIFTER MORE THAN
S acTuALLY JusT A | ™e one you
iy, IN EVERY SHAPE- SIEIET
. PERSON. SHIFTER. cny.
\’_/ ot
N \ ; T Y
CALM s ) i
DOWN, YOU ALWAYS
ONODERA- SAY THINGS S KURONUMA!
SAN, YOU SHOULDN'T! )
AKAME- WE'LL MAKE YOU L) mlll ARE YOU
SAN. TAKE THAT : A | MG LN

I'M GLAD IT HAS

Agout You, /7 TOSEE  BEENA |
YOUNG || | YOU AGAIN, WHILE SINCE

\\| PRESIDENT KURONUMA-  WE SAW
\\ oF paro. \ SN EACHOTHER |
/

you
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T'VE \
BECOME
A GOOD
FISHERMAN.
THE /
VEGETABLES,
I GETFROM

IT WouLD

SEEM THAT
THAT THE V7 £ | MEANS YOUR
REHEARSALS . \ DIRECTING
ARE ALSO \ PLANS WILL
GOING WELL. COME OFF
WITHOUT A
HITCH.

VALLEY.

[ e ol amare ||N overy SR
.I‘ ART, BRIDGE 15 TSUKIKAGE-

RESENTS IT, SAN, AS
\ T00. UNUSABLE. !

_ TODAY,
\ HAYAM-
oFf | SAN.

THOUGHT

IT MIGHT TO SEE
HELP ME TSLIKI-
WITH THE KAGE-
ROLE OF SAN? P

ISSHIN...
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You think ~— You've come
You can yvm o o the Valley
agam “\\” —
Isshin? How
presumptuous, |
of you! \\

| won’t be

defeated by
him, no
wmatter
what!
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TWO

| CRIMSON
daooesses,
Iy 1ssHins...
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SINCE YOU ARE
HERE, THREE PAIRS
OF COMPETITORS,
T'LL SHOW YOU THE
CRIMSON GODDESS.

'1”1 u”y

ey m ‘ oY | BUTFIRST,
THEN T'LL [0 THE BRIDGE (Y e 6 LE Bavi
SHOW You f 16 REPAIRED, ) b % AamiTo
THE TRUE (i ‘ T'LL TAKE AN N Y ehouvon witar
CRIMSON ‘ e YOU TO THE ool
GODDESS... M e VALLEY OF
, THE PLUM

TREES.

FIRST,
THE GIRLS
WILL SHOW
YOU THEIR

CRIMSON
GODDESS...




N ALRIGHT.
s, | WHENTE e P Ll
Zas BRUCE gewamne ;j;“;b

WILL BE 7
leoLe  IMPATENTLY... /2

b AGAIN!
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| | \ R/
\\ \ ' \ 1y~ ~ THE CRIMSON
\ - ] : GODDESS IS AN
/ : INCOMPARABLE
S0 GRIMY. [0 | BEAUTY, YET...

=] WELL, How To
/ PUT IT, YOU SEEM
RATHER LIKE THE
SPIRIT OF THE
PLUM TREE'S

| ARATHER |
] REBELLIOUS |
% SPIRIT,
il TotaLLy
INY  uniGe.

[ cvigl-
WHAT?!
yg;/;:f \CHAN?

Y50 RUDE,
- LAY AMI-SAN! \

. What's
/. up? What's
- happening?
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LET'S GO.
you
SHOULDN'T
TEASE THAT
GIRL!
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— Compared
~ 1o her, ... _

= shouldn’t
have said ‘
, thatl //

W

He shouldn’t’
have said ~
those things-}
in front of Y2
that beavtiful i
womaniy\b

Even if |
am swall
and silly!




|

SOMETHING

HAVEN'T
SAID A
WORD...

1717

HAPPEN?

MAKE A NICE
COUPLE, MAYA
KITAJIMA AND
THAT BOY
SAKURAKOJI,
DON'T THEY?




