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As a progression from the planar and scent exercise, we were tasked by Cheryl to design a fashion 
statement that speaks of our identity. After much thought, we decided to combine our shared 
passion for the ocean – Dion’s exhilarating love to swim in the ocean, and Brendan’s fear of dipping 
into the ocean water. 



After a long session of 
brainstorming, we came up 
with sketches that represented 
what we learnt from the 
previous exercises, both planar 
theories and technical skills 
acquired.

sketches



The gauntlet represents 
Brendan's hatred for the water. 

The technical skill stems 
from the previous exercise, 
where soldering trypophobic 
holes and hot glue "moulds" 
were used. The gauntlet is 
covered with holes and hot 
glue "moulds" to create a 
rough texture, accompanied 
with sharp bent folds, visually 
instigating fear and anxiety. 

The roughness is a visual 
deterrent to touch the water, 
which is an olfactory memory 
for Brendan as he has a fear of 
water.  Therefore seeing water 
as this spiky and tangling 
entity. 

At the end of the gauntlet's 
twirl is a patch of glue mould 
coagulating together, as if the 
gauntlet is melting into the 
skin. We wanted to represent 
how the water drips off the 
human skin, as if melting with 
the human skin. This gives 
the idea of how the ocean 
is one whole body, twirling 
from the gauntlet, and visually 
connecting at the shoulders – 
as if one with nature.

the 
gauntlet



On the other hand, the shoulder accessory represents 
Dion's love for the ocean. 

It is designed to be a curved plane that starts off small on 
the shoulder but widens into a strong wave at the peak. 
It shows off the vibrant smell that is accompanied by the 
ocean wave, when one stands on the beach.

It is made with bubble wrap covering a skeleton of wire 
mesh, forming an elegant but durable form. The bubble 
wrap skin incites happiness as the soft, gentle material is 
uniform in the arrangement of the bubbles, contrasting 
greatly to the holes and roughness of the gauntlet, thus 
creating polarity in one outfit.

The smell of "happiness" is an olfactory smell that reminds 
Dion of her passion of swimming in the ocean. The wave 
is gentle yet larger-than-life, symbolising the positivity the 
ocean instils in Dion, and her desire for it to overwhelm 
her. Dim orange-yellow faerie lights were added into the 
wave to enhance the vibrancy of the motif.

the wave



The overall outfit was depicted in a muted and desaturated palette, with white cloth and 
transparent plastic as the main skin. The idea was to make an outfit with water itself and 

water is transparent and mildly white under some sunlight. It is poetic in a sense where our 
outfit is us draping our model with a thin skin of water. It is the perfect beach side outfit 
as the sunlight reflects on the undulating surface of the shoulder accessory and gauntlet, 

much like a shimmering ocean surface on a warm summer day- glistening. 

It pays homage to sea creatures like squids and shell fish with its various traits, like suction 
cup-like details and sharp claws. At night, the lights can be flicked on and the fine details 
of the outfit is clearly highlighted by the faerie lights, every hole and crease. An elegant 

shadow that mimics the texture of lace can be seen as you stroll down the beach.




