In a letter to Frederick II, King of Prussia, dated 5 January 1767, Voltaire wrote about
Christianity:

La notre [religion] est sans contredit la plus ridicule, la plus absurde, et la plus
sanguinaire qui ait jamais infecté le monde.

"Our [religion] is assuredly the most ridiculous, the most absurd and the most bloody
religion which has ever infected this world. Your Majesty will do the human race an
eternal service by extirpating this infamous superstition, | do not say among the rabble,
who are not worthy of being enlightened and who are apt for every yoke; | say among
honest people, among men who think, among those who wish to think. ... My one regret
in dying is that | cannot aid you in this noble enterprise, the finest and most respectable
which the human mind can point out.."

In La bible enfin expliquée, he expressed the following attitude to lay reading of the
Bible:

"It is characteristic of fanatics who read the holy scriptures to tell themselves: God killed,
so | must kill; Abraham lied, Jacob deceived, Rachel stole: so | must steal, deceive, lie.
But, wretch, you are neither Rachel, nor Jacob, nor Abraham, nor God; you are just a
mad fool, and the popes who forbade the reading of the Bible were extremely wise"

“Those who can make you believe absurdities, can make you commit atrocities”



— Voltaire
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"There's a natural law of karma that vindictive people, who go out of their way to hurt
others, will end up broke and alone"

- Sylvester Stallone
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