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Turkington and Plato team up to form

By MattJames

British Touring Car
Championship outfit Team
BMR has created adream
teamforthe2015season
after completing the signing
of reigning champion Colin
Turkington and double title
winnerJason Plato.

and Plato have inked multi-year
contracts with the Hertfordshire
squad and will drive Volkswagen

and Warren Scott.

The teamhasalsobolstered its
backroom staff by recruiting
former WSR engineer Kevin
Berry, whomasterminded
Turkington’s championship
victory in 2014, and Carl Faux,
who wasthetechnical director
of Triple Eight Racing. Faux was
Plato’sengineer with MG during
the 2014 season.

Team boss Scott believes the
team will be in the hunt for this
season’stitle.

“With the people we have put in

isareality thisseason,” said

very hard. We have putalot of
time and effort into assembling
the best crew that we can.

“Both Jason and Colin know
how to win championships. We
have wonraces, and thatis great,
but weare heretowin thetitle.

be winningraces and they will

Plato pleased
Platoisdelighted to have tied up
along-termdeal with BMR,
which will begin itstesting
programme this week. The 2001
and 2010title winner said that it

forward that appealed to him.
“Whatisexcitingformeisthat
Warren doesn’t come from the
traditional mould,” said Plato.
“He’sgotnew ideas, they arenot
justdoingthingsbecauseitisthe

and he knows he hasto surround
himself withtherightsortof

fromanengineeringand design
perspective, and also from the
driving perspective. Itisafresh

eyesonit. Hecomes witha very
solid commercial foundation
andthatisnecessary.”
Platosaid that the team would
conduct an intensive pre-season

Rob Collard will remain with the
WSR team for the British Touring
Car Championshipin 2015.

The Hampshire man will
spend his eighth season with the
Middlesex-based team and will
line-up alongside former world
champion Andy Priaulx and new
recruit Sam Tordoff. Collard was
sixth inlast season’s contest with
one victory at Knockhill.

Collard had been in talks with
several teams but confirmed his
deal toremain with the title-
winningteamlast Friday.

Collard, who isengineered
by WSR team principal Dick

NorthernIrishman Turkington

Passat CCsalongside Aron Smith

place, winning the championship

Scott. “We needed tomove the car
forward and we have been working

They can bringthatexperience to
therest of theteam. They will both

both be in thefight for the crown.”

was Scott’s drive tomove the team

way it hasalways been done. He is
new tothe game, he wantstolearn

peopletodothat-both technically,

approach and he hasanew pair of

testing programme and that both
Berryand Faux had already had a
significantimpact in upgrading
the VWssince theend of 2014.
The Oxford-based racer has
nofearabout goingupalongside

reigning champion Turkington in

thesamesquad, and was eager to
seehow the pair stack up. “Colin
isatoplevel driver, noquestion,”
said Plato. “Itis goingtobe great
fun. Asadriver, you always want
quick team-mates and all the way
through my career, I have always

had quick team-mates. Forme, itis
better tohave a guy in the sister car

Collard signs up to complete WSR line-up for 2015 showdown 4_____ )

Bennetts, said: “Tam delighted to
bereturning. It isimportant to
have consistency,and the BMW
was the car tobeatlast season.
WSR doesn’treston itslaurels so
the car will be better this season,
which means it will certainly
be competitive.”

The team was backed by eBay

Collard grabs BMW seat

whoisbloody good and who is
goingtohelppush mealong. That
meansIam goingtopushthem
alongtoo. We are goingto have
agood time and by both of us
having input, we will move the
car forwards quickly.”
The88-timerace winner added
thathe will be ready to fight for the
titlefrom the openingrounds of
theseries.
“ThatiswhyIamhere,” hesaid.
“Onethingisfor certain—withthe
rightbrainsinthedesignand
engineering of NGTC cars, the
right people bolting them together

i

Motorslastseason but
the firm withdrew in
December. Bossesatthe
squadsaid they are dueto
announce a new backer shortly:
Bennettssaid: “Robhasbeena
mainstay of WSR foranumber
of yearsand we’re pleased to
have him for another season.
“It’sgreat to welcome the talents
of both Priaulx and Tordoff but
wefelt it was vital to have some
continuity in our driving ranks.
Rob’s speed and experience are
thereforalltoseeand he will, as
ever, play akeyrole in helping
WSR’s challenge.”
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partnership for 2015 touring car season

BMR CRE/
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and theright peopledrivingthem,
wewin. At Team BMR, wehavea
fantastic blend to win and we want
tobedoingthatfrom year one.”

Turkington’s ambition
Turkington said thatjoining Team
BMR will give him anew challenge
forthe seasonahead. Hehas
driven fora WSR-run team for all
butoneof his10BTCC years.
Hesaid the environment will
reinvigorate him and offer fresh
motivation: “Thingschanged
quitealotattheendof 2014 with
eBay decidingthatitdidn’t wantto

continue with WSR. That was
ablow,and Kevin [Berry], my
engineer, left theteam. So itfelt
likethere wasalot of change
happening.Itfeltlikea
significant—but very successful -
chapter was closing for me.
“Itwasmy target whenI
rejoined the seriestotry and win
the championship with BMW
and I did that within two seasons.
IfeltIwasready for anew
challenge and the motivation
thatgoesalongwithit.”
Turkington said teamingup
with Plato will alsomean thathe

Turkington and Plato have had many tough on-track battles

isinforatoughbattle. The 32-
year-old will bereturningtoa
front-wheel-drive touring car for
thefirsttime since hedrove the
Team RAC MG ZS in 2006.
Despitetheswitch, hesaid that
hewillreadjust quite quickly.
“Jasonisafront-wheel-drive
touring car specialistandIam
arear-wheel-drive touring car
specialistsothereisalotthatI
havetolearnfromboth Jasonand
Aron,” said Turkington. “Iwill
have tobrush uponmy skills.I
hope with the combination of
drivers, we can move the car up the
road pretty quickly. It isgoingto
takemealittlebit of timetogeton
top of things, butIamjustgoingto
gothere, work hard and do the best
jobIcan.Iamnotjustheretobeat
Jason;Iwanttobeateveryone.
Itdoesn’tmatter whoisinthe
garagenext toyoubecause you
have tobeat everyone if you
wanttowin the BTCCtitle.”

Scott wants progress
Team BMR head Scott said that
bolsteringthe engineering

staff —aswellasbuildinganew
15000 sq ft purpose-built facility
in Hertfordshire -would help
taketheteamtothenextlevel,
and thathe was planningalong
futureinthe BTCC.

Scottentered theseriesasa
privateerdriverin2013ina SEAT
Leon, but took over the cars built
by Team Hard at the end of the
year. The teamran Jack Goff,
Scott, Smithand Alain Menulast
season and Smith won tworaces. Sam Tordoff

Scottbelievesthe recruitment Andrew Jordan
drive-includingthe twostar TBA
namedrivers-was vitalfor the Gordon Shedden
future. “The guys we have with | Matt Neal
usnow have NGTC experience,” TBA
hesaid. “Youhave toremember TBA
that we are only a two-year-old Alex Martin
company, but if youlook atthe Jason Plato
years of experience in our staff, Warren Scott
and our number one mechanics, | Aron Smith
thereislotsof history Thatisthe Colin Turkington
sortof platform youneed totake Jeff Smith
stepsforward, and thatisthe TBA
type of steps we wanttomake. | Aiden Moffat

“Thisisaserious programme for Adam Morgan
us,and thisisaserious statement Rob Austin
of intent. Thetitleisouraim, and Hunter Abbott
we want itsooner ratherthan | TBA
later.Idon’t see why we can’t Mike Bushell
gunforitthisseason.” TBA

Theteam will begin its Simon Belcher
preparations for the 2015 season | TBA
atThruxton this week, when all Andy Wilmot
four drivers will undertake | TBA
testing. The opening round of
the 2015 British Touring Car | Derek Palmer Jr
Championship season takes Kieran Gallagher
placeat Brands Hatch on the * = to be confirmed
Indy Circuiton April4/5.

DATE

Rob Collard
Andy Priaulx

: CHAMPIC(

L-r: Scott, Plato, Turkington
and Smith form BTCC crew

‘Who goes where forthe 2015 BTCC?
| TRECK
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Illien effect

Renault has joined forces with
engine guru Mario lllien to
help push the development

of its troubled V6 turbo unit
forwards. lllien’s companyis
working in an advisoryrole
with Renaultto help find more
performance. lllienfounded
limor, which developed the
Mercengines thatwon with
McLareninthe 1990s. “Mariois
an chance to benchmark what
we are doing,’ said Renault
F1’s Cyril Abiteboul.

McLaren blocker
McLaren hasn't ruled bringing back
the suspension ‘blockers’ design
that featured on the early iteration of
lastyear's car. The design featured
highly sculpted rear wishbones
that created air dams to create
more downforce at low speed.
McLaren'snew MP4-30rana
conventional rear suspension
designin Jerez. Team engineering
director Matt Morris said: “We have
designed a suspension that gives
us options to do different things!

Dying sponsors
McLaren chairman Ron Dennis
believes the days of lucrative
title sponsorship in F1 are over.
McLaren has been unable to
secure atitle sponsorsinceits
splitwith Vodafone atthe end
0f2013. Dennis said he wasn’t
prepared to sell a sponsorship
of histeam fortoollittle. “It
doesn’texistanymoreasa
concept,’ said Dennis. “Title
sponsorship would normally
be 40-50 per cent of a budget,
[but] where the budgets are for
a competitive team now, no
company can give you that”

Force delays

Force India has confirmed that its
new VJMO8 racer will not make its
debut until the final pre-season
testin Barcelona. The team will
run lastyear's carin the second
test this week.

Perrinn’s design
British company Perrinn
hasreleased images and
aerodynamics data of its
concept customer F1 chassis.
The design is by company
head, Frenchman Nicolas
Perrin, and has been designed
tofitthe 2015 technical
regulations.

Perrinn:new
F1 design
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Marchionne (inset) believes
progess has been made

FERRARI:NEXT
TESTIS GRUCIAL

Barcelona running should reveal Scuderia’s true pacein 2015

ByRob Ladbrook

Ferrari chairman Sergio Marchionne
believes his team will only know
how much of a step forwards its

new car is after this week’s second
testin Barcelona.

The Scuderia heads into the second
pre-season group test at the Spanish GP
venue inastrongposition, with its SF15-T
challenger having shown impressive
paceduringthefirstfour daysat Jerez.

Sebastian Vettel and Kimi Raikkonen
topped the times on three of the four days
at Jerez, with Felipe Nasr’s Ferrari-
powered Sauber taking the other top spot.

Initially, the SF15-T'lookstobea
genuine step forward from the troubled
F14-T of lastterm. That car suffered
fromlarge aerodynamicflaws and
apower deficit tothe dominant
Mercedes cars, largely down toalack of
development of itshybrid components.

Ferrarihasaddressed many of those
concerns with the new car, with team
technical head James Allison confirming
thelargest push over the winter was to
find more grunt from the V6 power unit.

Marchionne, who took over as the head
of Ferrarifrom Lucadi Montezemololast
year, said he was happy with the startthe
new car had made, buturged caution on

itsultimate performance gains. “Tam
encouraged by the performance of the
new car, although itisone thingtodo
aquicklap,and quite anothertodo
anentirerace,” hesaid. “Ihave somuch
confidence in the work of the boys, I

am proud of their work.

“Now we’ll see when the world
championshipstartsin Australia
[nextmonth] where everybody is in
truth. Iamnot expectingmiracles, but
itisimportanttosee progress. Atthis
Barcelona testIexpect the ultimate
proof of whathasbeenachievedsofar.”

Although drawing conclusionsfrom
thefirsttest, in which 2014 pacesetter

Mercedes concentrated on mileage, some
of Ferrari’srivalsremain convinced the
team hastaken a genuine step forward.
Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo said he was
interested toseeif theteam canreplicate
theform on one of the GPhosttracksthis
week. He said: “Ferraricame out pretty
strong. Fornow they look good, but it
isoneof thosethings. Jerezisaplace
we don’traceat, plus we never drive in
conditionsthatarefive-to-eight degrees
and thetrack isalsoreally abrasive.
Theylook good but can they doitthe
same once we startrunning inracing
conditions?Ithink Barcelona will give
usallagoodidea.”

FIA still in Marussia talks for 2015 outings

The FIA is understood to be
in talks with the Manor F1
Team in an effort to determine
whether the former Marussia
concern can take up its slot
onthisyear’s grid.

Manor (formerly Marussia
F1Team)isdue to exit
administration on February
19and has already paid its
entry fee for the 2015 world
championship. However,
theteam’s bid toreturnhita
bump last week when Force
India vetoed a dispensation
to allow Manor to field an
updated version of last year’s

car for thefirstraces of the
season. In order for Marussia
to claim its share of the
sport’s commercial rights
funding, it needs toberacing
by the Bahrain GP in April.

The FIA isholdingtalks
with Manor in an effort to find
acompromise to help the team
raceagain, and it has pledged
to keep the official entry list
open as long as possible to
accommodate Manor. The
FIA wants to ensure Manor
has the means and resources
to contest the full season
should itrejoin.

Button and Alonso
expect more speed

McLaren duo Jenson Button and
Fernando Alonso are adamant
their new car will start to show
itstrue potential across the
nexttwo tests, and haven’t

ruled out springing a surprise
in Melbourne.

The Woking firm’s new
Honda-powered MP4-30 suffered
adifficultfirsttestin Jerezas
myriad technical issues left it
with theleast runningand
slowestlap of any team.

Honda will bring an updated
engine to Barcelona this week,
and has plenty more changes
planned before the first race
in Australia next month.

Drivers believe the MP4-30 has potential spi earlyissues

Speakingat a Honda press
conference in Japan last week,
Button said: “Testing is all about
improvement and that is what
the first test was. We saw a lot of
improvementinthe way we’re
working and the car-engine
package. It feels as one now, not
justlikeacarand anengine.

FIRST | NEED(
OME
]F;?EEEET?E MENTS

FROM YOU

JUST BREATH |
|V A BIT MORE

“I'm very much looking
forward to the next few tests
and hopefully we can arrive in
Melbourneready and tofight
for the best possible result.”

Alonso added: “It’sa very
challenging time but we will
beready for some victories
this year. Hopefully soon.”

Tel +44(0)1929 551557 Fax +44(0)1929 551567
' racing@aaoil.couk www.aaoil.co.uk
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GT Academy star will be
second Brit in GT-R LMP1

Jann Mardenborough will become the
sixth British drivertotake partinthe
topclassof this year’s e Mans 24 Hours
after being confirmed for Nissan’s new
factory LMP1 programme.

The 23-year-old, ex-GP3and Formula 3
racer, will handle one of Nissan’snew
GT-RLM prototypes for the full FTA
World Endurance Championship,
including the showpiece Le Mans 24
Hours. Spaniard Lucas Ordonezand
former FIA GT1 world champion
Michael Krumm join him atthe team.

Both Mardenborough and Ordonez
are graduates of Nissan’s Playstation
GT Academy programme, which

converts computer gamers intoreal life
racingdrivers. Ordonez won the talent
search in 2009, with Mardenborough
winningin2011.

Nissannow hasseven of itstotalnine
drivers confirmed, with the triojoining
Marc Gene, Harry Tincknell, Tsugio
Matsudaand Olivier Pla.

Mardenborough, wholed the
LMP2classatLa Sarthelastyear
before technical issues struck, said:
“Tothink how far I've come in thelast
three yearsis unbelievable,Iliterally
can’tbelieve itmyself! To gofrom
racingonthe PlayStation tothetop class
atLeMansand the world championship

SSANILM

“ BRITS IN LMP1

NAME | TEAM
Mike Conway

Toyota Hybrid Racing | TS040
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‘Lynn’s hunger has
rattled some cages’

Top Brits to watch in 2015, p28

|ROUNDS ENTERED
Full WEC

|car

11

Anthony Davidson | Toyota Hybrid Racing | TS040

Full WEC

Oliver Jarvis

Audi Sport Team Joest |R18e-tron quattro [Full WEC

JannMardenborough | Nissan Motorsports| GT-R LM-NISMO

Full WEC

Nick Tandy

Porsche Team

{919 Hybrid WEC Spa, Le Mans

Harry Tincknell

Nissan Motorsports

|GT-RLM-NISMO_|Full WEC

isjustunreal. My single-seater
experience will help. Theracingis
very cut-throat and those first few laps
arethe onesthat matter; youneed pure
speed and awareness. That combined
with thelonger-run experience I have
from LMP2 should stand me in good
stead. Nissan put me in single-seaters
inthefirst placetodevelop mefora
drivelikethis.

“Rightnow LMP1 isthe most
competitive category in the world.
Toenter it in afour-way fight between
manufacturers is incredibly exciting.
It goesback tothe 1990s, when there were
loads of manufacturersand theracing

NISSAN
miIsmo

23 m

was amazing. 'mreally lookingforward
tobeingpartof thisnewera.”

Nissan’s global motorsport chief
Darren Cox added: “We’ve promoted
these guys through talent. We’re going
toLeManstobecredibleasabrandand
we’ve got these guys in because we know
they candoajob. They both have great
trackrecords in LMP2andIexpectJann,
beingone of ourfull-seasondrivers, tobe
oneof thequickest guysinthenew car.”

Ordonezadded: “This isthe ultimate
testfor any GT Academy graduate. We're
atthetoplevel nowracingthe best teams
and the best drivers. We have to show
what we are capable of.”

THE FASTEST NEW

British Formula Ford race winner
Sam Brabham and GP3 Series
drivers Dino Zamparelliand Conor
Daly have all been selected to take

partinanew reality TV show, withone
: year's GP3 Series. Euro F3 regular
: Gilbert, 20, will join Ferrari Academy

winning afully paid-up seatinthe Le
Mans 24 Hours. Atotal of 24 drivers

: have been selected for the Raceto24
: show, which will reward its winner

= withaseatinthe Team SARD-

: Morand Morgan LMP2. The show

: startsasaninternet broadcaston

i March 26 before moving onto TV at

- the semi-final stage...
i Loebtopped thetimesforthe

: firstpre-season FIA World

: Touring Car Championship test
: atBarcelonalastweek. Only

- seven carsturned outforthe

: firstrun and Loeb put hisworks
: Citroen C-Elysee top by almost
: 0.9sfrom Mehdi Bennani’s

: privateer car, run by Sebastien
: LoebRacing... Australian racer

Sebastien

Mitchell Gilbert will join Carlin for this

BB R R RN SR RN R A IS AR REEE

protege Antonio Fuoco at the team. ..
Spanish squad Campos Racing
has signed Alex Palou and Zaid
Ashkanani asits firsttwo GP3
drivers for this season. Spaniard
Palouwas a frontrunnerin the
EuroFormula Open, while
Kuwaiti Ashkanani switches
from the Porsche GT3 Cup
Challenge Middle East... Formula
Renault Eurocup frontrunner Bruno
Bonifacio and F3 graduate Roy
Nissany will race in Formula Renault
3.5 thisyear. They will run with Draco
and Tech 1 Racing respectively...
Ferrari Acdemy driverLance
Strollwon the Toyota Racing
Seriestitlein New Zealand last
weekend with victory inthe New

Zealand Grand Prix at Manfeild...

British sportscar squad Strakka
Racinghas completed almost 2500
milesof running with itsnew
Dome LMP2machine ahead of
this year’s FIA World Endurance
Championship.

The Silverstone-based team
was dueto enter the world
championshiplast year using
the new Japanese S103-Nissan
machine, butended up having
tositoutthe season dueto

Dome
S103ran
well at
Aragon

build delays and development
issuesin 2014.

Strakka conducted amulti-day
testat Motorland Aragon in Spain
last week, with all threedrivers—
Danny Watts, Jonny Kane and
Nick Leventis—gainingmileage.

Leventis said: “It was great to
getback outagain early inthe
year. The car ran extremely well
and we’re really happy with how

ithas developed

Porsche hybrid move
close after test runs

Porscheis closing on a decision
on which hybrid category its
reworked 919 Hybrid LMP1
challenger will compete in
after completing a second
long-distance testin Bahrain
last week.

The Stuttgart firm has yet
toreveal whether itintends
tostickin the six megajoule
LMP1 energy class or push for
amove into the 8MJ category,
which both Nissan and Toyota
are expected to enter.

Porsche completed over 3000
miles of running at the Sakhir
Circuitacross five-days last
week to follow on from the
car’s first public shakedown at
AbuDhabilast month. Factory
drivers Romain Dumas,

Marc Lieb, Nico Hulkenberg,
Brendon Hartley and Mark
Webber handled the car.

The data willnow be assessed
before Porsche decides
whether toincreaseits
hybrid dependency this year.

“We did tyre testing with
Michelin, worked on setup and
aerodynamics and have been
evaluating hybrid strategies,”
said team technical director
Alex Hitzinger. “Mileage is
very important to find areas to
improve and so far we’ve had
no problems. We had the data
from running at this track last
year and the results of the new
car are encouraging, but not
meaningful enough yet.”

Porsche will field three cars
for Le Mans this year, with
Briton Nick Tandy sharing the

third entry with Hulkenberg
and Earl Bamber.
I
-
TS, ~1

919 ran well in Bahrain

Strakka ready to give Dome LMP2 its WEC bow after testing mileage

inrecentmonths. Aragonisa
demanding circuit and perfect
forlearning your way around
anew car. We’re now really
lookingforward to showingthe
new Dome off at Silverstone.”
The FIA WEC season
begins with the Six Hours of
Silverstone on April11/12.
Strakkaisaimingtoruna
second chassis duringthe
year for test and development
before expanding toamulti-car
~— programme for 2016.
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Smith to tackle full
Renault Clio season

Brett Smith will graduate intothe
Renault UK Clio Cup this season,
andhastargeted a top threefinish
with champion squad Team Pyro.
Smith, 22, isthe son of British
Touring Carracer Jeff Smith.
Hehasbeen competing in club-
level Mazda and Michelin Clio
Cupracingover the past years,
finishingsecond in the 2013
Mazda MX-5 Championship.
Pyroran Mike Bushell to
lastseason’stitle, before his
graduation to the British Touring
Car Championship thisyear.
Smith, whoraced with the Pyro
squad inlast year’sMichelin
Clioclass, tested his MKk4 Clio for
thefirsttime at Donington Park
last week. He said: “I'm coming
intowinracesand gofor thetitle.
I’'dbevery disappointed if I'm
notinthetopthree.
“Mazdasreally got me used
tohavinglotsof carsinclose
proximity ontrack which is
somethingthat youneedtobe
abletohandle in the Clio Cup.
I'mupforabitof afight.”

Smith has joined Team Pyro

Chadwick expands
for 2015 campaign

Ginetta GT5 Challenge
runner-up Ollie Chadwick
willreturn to the series
this year with the Xentek
Motorsport squad.

The 19-year-old, who was
second to George Gamble
last term, is also looking
todovetail his GT5 races
with selected outings in
longer endurance events.
Chadwick tested both GT4
and GT3 machinery at the
end of lastseason.

“I’'mdelighted to be back
in the GT5 Challenge this
season,” he said. “I enjoyed
my racing last year, the
series has big grids, close
racing and is value for
money. It’s great to be
working with the guys at
Xentek again, who have
always been 100 per cent
committed and supportive.

“Ginettas will be my main
focus, butIalsointend to
compete in endurance
events. Other possibilities
are on the table too.”
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| Cammish (I) won on a
one-off outing in 2014

PORSGHE GUP DEAL

kormer British Formula Ford champion to make Garrera Cup title assault

ByRussell Hayes

eighth alongside Barrie Baxter.

Former British Formula Ford
champion Dan Cammish will launch
atitle assault on this season’s Porsche
Carrera Cup, and will be joined on the
grid by Formula Renault 3.5 racer
Nicholas Latifi and ex-Ginetta
Supercup runner-up Tom Sharp.
Cammish, 25, dominated the FFord
championship in 2013, scoring victory in
all24races he started with the JTR squad.
He campaigned a Team Parker Racing
Porsche911type-994 GT4 in last season’s
British GT Championship, finishing

Jordan gets his first test miles in BTCC MG

Andrew Jordan thinks he will
be able to battle for the British
Touring Car Championship
titlethis season after hisfirst
run with MG at Brands Hatch
last week.

The 25-year-old completed
morethan 70 laps in mixed
conditions, and said he was
pleased to familiarise himself
withthe Triple Eight Racing
team that operates the
factory MG squad.

“Itwas hard to get heat in tothe

The Leeds-based racer will team up with
fellow new recruits Latifi and GT racer
Jack Fallaatthe Redline Racingoutfit.

Cammish competed in asingle round of
lastyear’s Carrera Cup in the series’ guest
caratthefinal rounds at Brands Hatch,
takingraceone victory.

“I'vebeen working on thisdeal ever since
Brands Hatch back in October,” Cammish
said. “Tobe honest, it wasnever onmy
radarasIdidn’tfeelIcould achieveadrive
inthe Carrera Cup duetolack of finance.
Iwaslookingtofurther my careerin
GTracing. But[former Carrera Cup

tyres because it was such a cold
day, and the track didn’treally
dry up,” explained Jordan, who
lifted the 2013 crown. “Despite
that, I was able to get to know the
team and how it operates as well
asfind my feet inthe MG. It is
avery strong package, and we
havelots more development
todo,solam very optimistic
aboutthe season ahead.”

The first rounds of the
championship take place at
Brands Hatch on April4/5.

champion] Tim Harvey approached me
atBrandsand, with the aid of asponsor
which he is connected with, itbecame
more of areality over the winter.

“InBritish GT last year, Iraced the older
type-997 GT4 which wasatough carto
drive, butIgotontop of itquickly. A
titlechallengehastobedone.”

Latifi, whorecently graduated to FR3.5,
will dovetail his single-seater racing with
the Carrera Cup. The Canadianmadea
single outingwith Redline Racingat
Rockingham lastseason. Sharp, 23,
finished second in the 2012 Ginetta
Supercup, and will run asaprivateer entry.

Live TV coverage
hoost for Caterham

The 2015 Caterham Superlight
R300 Championship will
feature on the British GT
package and getlive TV
coveragethisyear.
Themarque’sflagship
domesticracingseries will
be featuredlive on Motors TV
foritsroundsat Silverstone
in May and Brands Hatch
in August, inadditiontoits
regularhighlights package
aftereachround. British GT
and the VW Racing Cup will
alsobe extensively airedlive
onMotors TV thisseason.
“Weare excited tohavelive
TV coverage,” said Caterham’s
Simon Lambert. “R3001is
atthetop of our domestic
motorsportladder,soitisa
great chance for our drivers
and viewers to see one of
themosthotly contested
one-make championships.”

Jordan got to grips with the Triple Eight Racing MG at Brands

OBITUARY

Roy Kennedy

1938 - 2015

Team owner Roy Kennedy
diedlast week aged 77.

Theformer car dealer
was persuaded torace by
wealthy customer Masami
Kuwashima. The Japanese
enthusiast told Kennedy that
hewantedtorace in F2,and
Kennedy told himthathehada
team-and then had torapidly
goand create onetofield the
driver. Heboughta March for
the 1974 and 1975 seasons.

Kennedy’steam made its
debut in domestic competition
attheend of thedecade,
runninginBritish F3, but
alsoenjoyed foraysontothe
continent. His team entered
Serge Saulnier, who would go
ontohead up the Promatecme
squad inlateryears, inthe 1979
Monaco F3event. Heremained
inthecategory untiltheend
of 1980, when he went to work
with yachts in the south of
France. Onhisreturnto
Britain in 1986, hefielded cars
inthe Thundersports category,
runninglan Flux, Mike Wilds,
Tan Taylor and John Brindley
tomany successes.

Roy Kennedy Racing
switched tothe BT'CC in 1990
witha BMW M3 for Flux, and
wenton torun Matt Neal.

Theteam fielded a Peugeot
in1993and then wentonto
run Chris Goodwin and Robb
Gravett ina Vauxhall Cavalier.
Following the BT'CC, Kennedy
turned hisattention to Renault
Spiders. His Orbit Motorsport
team ran Julian Westwood
and Jamie Hunter.

D BEHIND THE SCENES WITH THE BTCC’S NEW SUPERTEAM
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“The 2015
headlines have
already started”

“This year will be do

or die for my career”
Oliver Rowland on FR3.5, p29

Photos: LAT and Jakob Ebrey

KARTICHAMP ILOT
RED'BULL JUNIOR

GETS
HANCE
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European senior kartingchampion
Callum Ilott has been set an early season
top 10 target by new team boss Trevor
Carlin after graduatingtothe FIA
Formula3 European Championshipas
amember of the Red Bull Junior Team.
The 16-year-old, who won last year’s
Europeantitleatadramaticfinalround,

Seriesforthe past10years. “Thedeal with around thetop 10in the early part of
Callum and Red Bullhasbeen goingonfrom  theyear before moving intothetop six
around Novemberlast year,” Carlinsaid. mid-season. He can then gain the required
“Time will tell whether Callum isready to experiencetogoforatitleshot if heremains
make thatmove into F3 withoutaseason’s inthe championship nextseason.”
worth of racingunder his belt. Max Ilottadded: “Being in the Red Bull Junior
Verstappen was an exception because Team isa privilege, youjust have tolook
he was well prepared, butIdon’t see why atthehistory of thedriversthat have gone
madehis carracingdebut inthe New Callum can’t be competitive from early on. before.Iwas hopingforagoodstartin
Zealand-based Toyota Racing Series that “Hisinitial target will be to get as close to carsbutIdidn’timaginethatI would
finished last weekend. Ilott has extensively histeam-matesaspossible. And if hedoes getthischance.
tested F3machinery over the winter. that, he’ll beracing towards the front of “ThestepuptoF3isquite something.I
Carlinhasrun Red Bull Junior Team thegrid. The data which he’ll share with havealottolearnbutThave hadavery good
driversin British F3, FIA European F3, [team-mates] George Russell and Antonio start with afew F3tests with Carlinand I
FormulaRenault3.5,as well asthe GP3 Giovinazzi will helphim.Iexpecthimtobe want tomake a good impression this year.”

Jason Plato (1) will go toe-to-toe with Turkington

o, whatdid you think was going
tohappen?Jason Plato put out
ateasingtweetlast week saying
that he might take a “year off”
from the British Touring Car
Championship and it provoked a huge
internetreaction.

As with anything that double champion Plato
does, you can split the reaction 50-50. Some
were vociferous in their pleasure at the fact the
88-time race winner might be kicking his heels
for a season — others were aghast that the
man who has been the benchmark forthe
championship foradecade might not be wheeled
onto the grid for the opening exchanges at
Brands Hatch on April 4/5.

But now he has announced his deal with Team
BMR for the forthcoming season, and there is
much more to this deal than meets the eye.

Firstly, there is Plato’s habit of juggling every
aspect of his deals. He will spin plates when it
comes to generating money and making sure that
the deal makes commercial sense. And he is right
in the middle of this deal making things happen,
and that is something that will help his future and
that of the team’s move forward —and quickly too.

[ Stoneman looks to hit ground running in Renault 3.5 with Red Bull support

L")
2 GP3runner-up Dean Stoneman has round of the GP3seasonin’13, Vriesat the French outfit that took
targeted early podiumfinishesandan  claimingapodium finish. He wenton Kevin Magnussen and Carlos Sainz Jr
attack on this year’s Formula Renault tolaunch afull season in the category tothelasttwo FR3.5titles.
3.5title with champion squad DAMS last year with the Manor squad before “Youjust havetolook atthenames
after becoming part of Red Bull’s returning to Koiranen, winning in that have gone before to see that only
junior programme. SochiinRussia. A second winin Abu thebestdrivers get into the [Red Bull
Stoneman, who claimed the F2title Dhabi took hisnumber of victories junior] programme,” Stoneman said.
in 2010 before undergoing treatment tofive, finishing the season behind “I'maiming very high, Carlos came
for cancer; returned toracing in 2012 champion Alex Lynn. from GP3to World Series and won. I
and joined Koiranen GP for thefinal Stoneman willteamupwith Nyckde  showedlastyearin GP3whatIcando.”

Stoneman:
FR3.5 shot

Ex-GT champ scores American Kia deal

British sportscarracer Kinetic team boss Nic Jonsson. Wiatching the elements of this deal come
Ben Clucas will contest “It’sexcitingtogetaseat with : :
the American Pirelli World afactory team, that’sahuge together, which has seriously started to happen

Challenge series this year after

signing with Kia’sfactory team.

The 31-year-old from
Northampton will join the
Kinetic Motorsportsteam
toraceafactorybacked Kia
Optima turbo in the Grand
Touring Sport [GTS] category:
Canadian Mark Wilkins will
racethesecond carinthe
pan-Americanseries, which
supports both the Tudor United
SportsCar Championship and
IndyCar Series.

Clucasisaformer Spanish
GT champion, buthasonly
raced sporadically in sports
prototypes in both the UK and
Europeinrecentyears. He
will take over the Kiaraced by

bonus for me,” said Clucas.
“Kiaisagrowing motorsport
brand so there could be alot of
opportunitiesdown theline,
but for now I'm fully focused on
this year and doingmy best.

“Itested the Optima at
Road America and it was very
differentto whatIwasused to.
There’smore weight tomanage
in corners, butit’savery well-
developed car, being in its fourth
year of operation.Iwanttohit
the ground running this season.
Track knowledge will be against
mebut hopefully I canlearn fast
and I know I'll work well with
theteam.”

Thefirstroundisat the Circuit
of AmericasonMarch7/8.

Mercedeswillunveil itsnew GT3 racer during the
Geneva Motor Show on March 5.The caris named
the Mercedes-AMG GT3.Technical details have yet
tobe confirmed.The newmachine willbe available
to customers forthe 2016 season

Circuit of Wales heads: no threat to project

Thedevelopers behind the new
Circuit of Walesfacility insist
theprojectisnot under threat,
despite itstemporary deal with
Donington Park tohost this year’s
MotoGPround fallingapart

last week.

The proposed £300m circuitin
Blaenau Gwent secured adeal
with MotoGP promoter Dorna
tohold the British Motorcycle
Grand Prix until2024. But with

countered that it “was unwilling
toprovide significant funding for
track upgrades” at Donington.
Silverstone will now host this
year’s MotoGPround on August
30, havingoriginally lost theright
tohold the eventto CoW last year.
CoW project executive Michael
Carrick said therearrangement
borenoreflection on the progress
of the circuit: “Thisensures
we have MotoGP in the UK.

overthe last two months or so, you getthe
impression that Plato, a man very aware of his
self-worth, simply loves being in the centre of
things. It also gives you the impression that when
his driving days are done — which is a while away
yet,lam sure —then he will easily sidestep into the
role of team principal. The only problem he will
have then is not being able to employ himself,
because he is the only man he feels he can truly
trust to perform at the highest level.
The more immediate concern for Plato is how
to deal with new team-mate Colin Turkington. Itis
fascinating that the Northern Irishman and Plato
willline up together next year and it truly is the
clash of the titans. Both have a lot to prove here:
Plato has previously bemoaned the fact that
Turkington grabbed more than his fair share of
the 2014 headlines in what he perceived was
acarwith arear-wheel-drive advantage, while
Turkington hasn't been seriously challenged by a
team-mate for nearly 10 years. It will be gloves off

stuff and fascinating to watch. Who is your money

on? The old stager, or the new generation?
Whoever prevails, the BTCC will be a better

place for having Plato back in it next season.

As we have proved this week, the 2015 BTCC

construction of the planned FIA- We continue toadvance our
standardrace circuit yettobegin, development on the Circuit of
CoW developers struck a deal Walesand are focused on the

for Donington Park to host this upcomingpublicinquiry intothe

Clucas will race factory Optima in pan-American series

year’sevent. Donington withdrew
fromthat deallast week, insisting
that CoW had failed tomeet
agreed payment deadlines.

A statement from the CoW

deregistration of commonland.”
Silverstone’s planned World
Series by Renault round will
bemovedto September5/6
toaccommodate MotoGP.

headlines have just started to write themselves.

?. AGREE/DISAGREE?
. matt.james@haymarket.com
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Wrigley commits
to GT4 campaign

Reigning Kumho BMW
champion Tom Wrigley
will switch to the Ginetta
GT4 Supercup this year.
The 22-year-old from
Wrexham made his GT4
championship debut at the
final rounds of last season at
Brands Hatch after wrapping
up the BMW crown. He
claimed a brace of top 10
finishes in Kent. He will
return for a full campaign
with hisfamily-run Tom
Wrigley Racing squad.
Wrigley has targeted
atopfivefinish inthe
championship this year:
“Ihadagreattimeinthe
GT4 Supercup at Brands
Hatchlast year,and I'm
excited to contest the entire
season in 2015.Ifell inlove
with the G55 GT4from the
firsttime Idrove itso here’s
hoping we can bringhome
somesilverware in it.”

Davies prepares for
fresh 24 Hour attack

Veteran saloon carracer Craig
Davies will be joined by three
new team-mates with the SZ
Motorsport squad to compete
inthe Dunlop 24 Hour race at
Silverstone on April 23-26.

Davies, who has over 30 years
of saloon carracing experience,
will be competing in his third
24-hourrace. Davies will share
a SEAT Leon Supercopa with
Super Touringracer Paul
Smith, 2011 Britcar 24 winner
Sean McInerney and Britcar
regular James Thorpe.

“We’ve put together a group of
real team players,” Davies said.
“The car will be well prepared
asthe weather at that time of
the year at Silverstone will be
unpredictable. James’s addition
totheline-upisanexcellentone
ashe’sagood strategist.”

Davieswill alsorace inthe
SpaSixHoursinanex-Alan
Mann Ford GT40,and the HSCC
Super Touring Series in a 1989
Brooklyn Ford Sierra RS500.

Fiesta champ Cockill makes Radical move

Reigning Ford Fiesta
champion Ed Cockill will
switch to sportscarracing
inthis season’s Radical
Enduro Championship.

The 26-year-old, who
dominated the Fiesta points,
claimed maximum scores
in 14 of the 16 rounds he
competed inlastyearina
Class D machine. He will
now share a Radical SR3
with brother Harry. The
pair claimed the Britcar
Production Cuptitleinan
ex-Team Dynamics Honda
Civicin2012.

“Although it couldn’t have
been amore perfect season,
last yeartheracing
becamequitelonely =

Cockill

will swap
Fiestafor
SR3racer
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ByRussell Hayes

Multiple MG Trophy race
winner Paul Luti will step
down from the top 190 class
tothe more popular 170

this season, and could bring
reigning champion Chris
Bray with him.

Luti, whoentered the
championship in 2008 in
aZR190,thenswitchedtoa
TF LE500for four years before
returningtofront-wheel-drive
action in2013 with another 190.

Luti willnow step back to
al70classmachine,andhis

. decision hasprompted Bray

attimes,” Cockill said.
“If you’ve gota very quick
machine and you’reracing at
long trackslike Rockingham,
itwasn’ta competition. But
I’'m now looking forward to
anew challenge in Radicals.
“I've always wanted to go
sportscarracing, as I prefer
the enduro format. We need
to prove ourselves first and
berealistic. I'd be very happy
if we took some podium
finishes in the first few
rounds. Butit’llbe a huge
learning curve and Harry
andIwill havetolearn
from each other.”

tohavearethinktoo. The

pair wonnineof lastyear’s12

rounds between them and Bray

lifted the title by a single point.
Brayplanstorenthis 190

to Australian driver Cody

Hill thisyear,soheisfreeto

alsostepdown adivision.
“I'vebeentryingtoconvince

Christoswitchtoo,Icalled him

outof courtesy when Imade

thedecision as we’ve been main

rivalsforyears,” said Luti.
“The190carisbrilliant.It’s

quick enough and formeit’s

likeaminitouringcar. Back

in 2008 there were loads of the

190s, but it’s slowly decreased

since.Idon’twanttobethe
quickest car, racingaround on
my own.It’sboringandI want
the competition. ThisyearI
don’tthink that competition
willbethere. Inthe 170 class
there will be a group of over 20
whichIcanhaveading-dong
battle with. Therunning costs
between the two classesare
very similartoo.”

Lutisaid heisexcitedatthe
strength of competition he will
beracingagainst thisseason.

“Iwon’thaveaclue who’s
goingtobequickandI'veno
ideahowI’llgeton,” headded.
“I'wanttospice the competition

jacks. There willbeabig group
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MGAGES MAKE
GLASS SWITCH

il!hlj[il.:uti willichangeito/aZRi170/and rival ChrisBray/may/join/him

up.I'vebought the 160road car
andam building itupfrom
scratch includingfittingair

battlingupat thefront,soto get
amongst that would be great.”
Brayadded: “Thefocusis
onmy trackday company and
buildingracecars,butracinga
170is certainly a possibility for
apart-season. It would berude
notto.IfeltIneeded abreakas
I'venothad the samefire. But
Idofeel that it will probably
happen.I’dlovetodothefirst
round at Brands Hatch, it’srare
thatI'venot won there inthe
lastsix years, it’s my favourite.”

Middlehurst led Walter
Hayes Trophy in team’s car

Dutch outfit Geva looks to expand its Formula Ford 1600 line-up

Dutchsquad GevaRacing
could expand tofield a pair of
Kent-engined Mygaleracersin
selected Formula Ford 1600
eventsthisyear.

Theteam debuted its converted
GV14-K Mygaleatlast year’s
Formula Ford Festival and Chris
Middlehurstled the Walter Hayes
Trophy final with it. Gevahas
now completed the build of a
2011 ex-Duratec chassis, which

Middlehurst hasbought, and
Gevaintendstokeepracing
the 2009 version.

“We’llrunboth cars at the first
round of James Beckett’s Super

Seriesin Mettet [Belgium]and
we'regoingtotake Chrisand
hopefully hisfather [historic

ace] Andy Middlehursttoo,” said
Geva’s Nelson Valkenburg. “After

that we’relookingatraceslike
the Star of Mallory, Jim Walsh

Trophy at Silverstone and BRSCC
National Series.

“We’verevised both carsand
stripped anotherfive kilos out
by usinglighter boltsand
components. We’'ve also got new
Bold engines so we're expecting
both carstobefasterthanever.”

Gevaisin-talks with Dutch
racer Melroy Heemskerk to
handle itssecond car at this
year’s Formula Ford Festival.

F4’s new sponsoyr
The BRDC Formula4
Championship has confirmed
Duo as its new title sponsor
from this year. Construction
industry specialist Duo will run
itslogos on all cars in the series.

Clio champs’prize
The champions of this year's Michelin
Clio Cup Race and Road Series will
again be rewarded with atest in the
latest Mk4 Clio UK Cup car. The prize
test will take place in the official
pre-event practice for the final round
of the season at Brands Hatch.

Century’s star
Former British Touring Car racer
Ollie Jackson will join Century
Motorsport for his attack on the
Ginetta GT4 Supercup thisyear.
Jackson believes the support

of former category champion
Nathan Freke can aid his push:
“The team has a great reputation.
Nathan engineered the Ginetta
G501 raced in Dubai earlier this
year and | know there will be
agreatatmosphere here”

Senna signs

McLaren GT has added former
Williams F1 driver Bruno Sennato
its roster of factory racers this year.
Senna, 31, joins Briton Rob Bell,
Kevin Estre and Alvaro Parente on the
works driver team. Senna will race in
selected GT3 events around Europe
inthe new 650S GT3 machine and
will also join certain customer teams.
His main campaign is expected to be
inthe Blancpain Endurance Series.

Stroll to Euro F3
Ferrari Driver Academy ace
Lance Stroll will switch to

the FIA Formula 3 European
Championship this year with
title-winning outfit Prema
Powerteam. The 16-year-old
Canadian,who won lastyear’s
Italian F4 Championship with
Prema, took the New Zealand-
based Toyota Racing Series title.
He will join up with British driver
Jake Dennis.

Rudd toVWs

Kent-based racer Simon Rudd will
return to the Volkswagen Racing Cup
this season with Team Hard. The
25-year-old from Rochester will race
a Golf GTi. Rudd finished in the top
20 inthe championship in his first
term last year. Team head Tony
Gilham said: “Simon showed
glimpses of his pace and ability.

This year the team has an all-new
setup and we should see a marked
improvement from us both on and off
the track. Simon has great support
and he will get it together this year!

New KTM GTR

The new hard-top KTM X-Bow
GTRwill have itsfirst test later
this month. The new car is the
result of a technical partnership
between the Austrian make
and German tuning firm Reiter
Engineering. The car will be
homologated for GT4. It will
cost£102,000 and will feature a
350bhp two-litre turbocharged
Audi engine and a Holinger
six-speed sequential gearbox.

KTM now has a hard-top roof
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DANKS

Age: 51 Lives: Pewsey
BHRC class C3 contender

He started rallying after
leaving school

“Martin Corbett, my co-driver, and

| were at school togetherand he
gotme intoroadrallying inthe early
1980s, just after leaving school. |
saw Martin ata motocross meeting
and we got chatting about cars and
he suggested | joined the local
motor club. I'd justgotaMk1 Ford
Escort 1300 Sportatthe age of 18.
I've still got that car and its waiting
toberenovated”’

He did some stage rallies
“We also did a lot of autotesting
and afew single venue stage events
atplaces like Down Ampney. We
had the propshaft fall offin Ebworth
Woods and got it back on with two
bolts from the bonnet hinge to get
us out of the stage. We had agreat
time but went our separate ways for
20 years for business and families”

Achancemeeting
sparked return

“Then we met up again ata school
reunion about five years ago.

We got chatting about rallying and
we've been stage rallying ever
since. | started building my old
Mk1, but it was taking too long so
I bought Robin Shuttleworth's

old car. That was a Mexico and

it got us straight backinto it”"

They love their sport
“Ourfirst BHRC event was the
Bulldogin 2009 and we've learnt
somuch since then.I've got so
much respect for the other drivers
who make itlook so easy. But our
results are getting betterand we
justthoroughly enjoy it. As we get
more competitive, we enjoy it more!

He nowrunswith

Pinto power

“My current car was Kevin King's
carand we bought it through John
Indriin the summer of 2013. We did
the Isle of Man last year which was
ourfirsttime there; it was superb’”’

It’sbetternow

“Coming back to rallying afteran
absence of about 20 years, we just
enjoy it thatmuch more. | dabbled
with enduro bike racing, but that
hurts when you fall off. 1 also did a
bit of hillclimbing in a spaceframe
Imp, but the rallying is in the blood
and it never goes away. We're
planning to do afull seasoninthe
BHRC thisyear, and can't wait to
getbacktothelsle of Man. We've
never been to Epyntbefore, sowe're
looking forward to that. We're going
thereto learn itand not be heroes!”

Danks is a rally returnee

ByPaul Lawrence

TAKEON!
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Alister McRae will travel
to be one of the star

Legend Bouclesde

Bastognein Belgium.
The 1995 British Rally

champion and former WRC

from his homein Australia

entries on thisweekend’s

driver will team up once more
with co-driver Stephane Prevot
tofield a Ford Escort Mk2in the

biggest historicrally in Europe.
Ranged againstthe Scot
willbe Markku Alen ina Fiat
Abarth 131 from the Milano
Racingteam inItaly. Alen’s
co-driver Denis Giraudet
won the eventback in 1994
with Francois Chatriot.
McRaesaid: “I'mexcited tobe
goingback toBelgiumandI'm
looking forward to puttingona
good show in the Escort Mk2. At
present there isnosnow onthe

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355
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stages, which could make fora
very interestingrally. Ilove
drivinganEscort.”
McRaehopesthatthefresh
routefor2015will betohis
advantage, withasmuch as
30per centof therouteand
three stagesrunningon gravel
roads. “Therouteisasecret
toeveryoneandnotjustthe
visitors,” added McRae. “But if
the top Belgian crews have not
respected the regulations, we

Potter s Escort will return

Potter to the R.A.C.
James Potter and Bob Duck will
return to rallying on the Mid
Wales Stages following a hefty
accident on the Trackrod Historic
Cup last September. Potter’s
Ford Escort Mk2 has been
reshelled over the winter and
the Kent-based driver now
plans to contest thisyear’s
R.A.C. Rally Championship.

- N
Alen will again pilot
§ iconic Fiat Abarth 131

Porsche perfect

After being forced to miss last
November's Roger Albert Clark Rally
due to awrist injury, Tim Mason will
return to action on the Mid Wales
Stages with his rebuilt Porsche 911.
Graham Wild will be co-driving once
more for the Yorkshireman for a first
rally since September's Trackrod
Historic Cup.

HEROic details
Details of the HERO Summer

MCcRae: Escort drive

will beatadisadvantage. Classic Reliability Trial have
“Theentry is very strong been released for the May 22-24
butI'm hopingfor abetter event, which will be based at the
resultthanlast year; maybe Woodland Grange Hotel near
apodium or even victory. Leamington Spa. After a short
ButI’'malsogoingthereto prologue section on Friday, a full
entertainthefans.” day on Saturday includes a visit
Theentryalso includes to Shelsley Walsh. The final day

Robert Droogmans, Marc Duez, leads to the finish at the Heritage

Bernard Munster, Patrick Motor Centre at Gaydon.
Snijersand Bruno Thiry, while
Francois Duvaljoins McRae Chevron birthday

inthe Mk2 Escortpack. The 50th anniversary of the Chevron

marque will be celebrated at Shelsley

Sports and GT series

get back together

Afterasplitseveral yearsago, the

tworace seriesfor pre-1966 up to
2700cc production sportsand
GT carswillbereunitedina
single series underthe original
Equipe GTSname.

The splitleft one group of
competitors withthe MG Car

ClubasEcurie GTS and one group

with Aston ClubRacingunder

Equipe GTS, but peace hasbroken
outandthe2015 calendar includes

datesfrom both clubs.

“Thenew series will give even
bigger grids, closer racingand
agreatspreadof cars,” said Ron
Gammons from the MGCC.

The10-eventseason startsat
Mallory Park on March 29and
takes in Spa and Zandvoort.

Top rally machines to go under the hammer

Twoiconic cars from the
recent rallying story of
Steve Perez, an ex-Markko
Martin Ford Focus WRC and
aDatsun 260Z, will go up

for auction at Race Retro
this weekend.

The ex-works Focus and
the Datsun, built and
developed specifically
for the Classic Safari, will
star at the Silverstone
Auctions sale and both
have guide prices of
£180,000 to £200,000.

Martin took the Focus to
victory in both Corsica and
Catalunyain 2004 and drove
itthe following year. Perez

took the car over for 2006
and won rallies and titles
beforeretiringitin 2009 and
movingto alater speccar.
The 260Z was built for the
Safari and finished third
overallin 2009. Perez hasnot
decided what to do next for
the daunting African event.

Walsh (June 20/21). A dedicated
class for Chevron sports and
racing cars will run at the famous
Worcestershire hillclimb and only
asmall number of places are still
open. Details are available from
Helen Malkie, email helen@
chevronracing.com

Mattonin 911

Citroen Racing team boss Yves
Matton will return to driving on
this weekend’s Legend Boucles
de Bastogne. The Frenchman
will campaign a Porsche 911
among the 250-strong entry for
the famous Belgian event and
has enlisted the services of nine-
time world champion co-driver
Daniel Elena for the occasion.

Phil Perryman tested
his 1977 BMW 530i

at Brands Hatch

last week, ahead of
next month’s 73rd

Goodwood Members’
Meeting. Perxryman
will share the BMW
with five-time Le Mans
winner Emanuele Pirro
inthe Gerry Marshall
Trophy race for Group 1
touring cars

Beagle Clubmans Four for Junior

racerin comehack FormuIaJun|or.W|II ha:/e no fewerthan
fourraces at this year’s Donington

Therare1977Beagle MKIV Historic Festival (May 2-4), with

double-headers for both front- and
rear-engined grids. The organisers
are particularly keen to encourage
Elva owners to race in celebration of
the 60th anniversary of the marque.

Clubmans car will return to
thetrack this season in Classic
Clubmans after acomplete
rebuild by its creator, Jim Yardley
andracer Jonty Hair.

The MKIV was Yardley’sfirst
purpose-built Clubmans car
after success with self-conceived
single-seaters in the Monoposto
Championship. New owner
Richard Fry commissioned
therebuild and will entrust the
BeagletoHairforitsinitialraces.

Yardley will continue to
competeonthehillsinhis F3
version of the MKIV. The Beagle
namederives from ‘British Eagle’
indeferenceto Dan Gurney’s
American Eagle cars.

Elvawill celebrate its 60th

D THE BTCC’S NEW SUPERTEAM
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Classic Rally have reported
strong support from drivers
seekingtotake partinthe
August 16 event around the
city’s Bowling Park.

A 1.3-mile demonstration

special stage will be created in
the urban park, which is only a

mile from the city centre. The
stage will bein use all day as
part of atwo-day motorsport
celebration in Bradford and
entries will be open toarange
of periodrally cars.

Event organiser Darren Fox
said: “We have been thrilled
by the number of enquiries
we have received and we have
some stunning cars already
looking to take part.”

Restored Astura
set to be unveiled

Theunique 1934 Lancia
Astura, raced by Ronald
‘Steady’ Barker in the 1950s,
will be unveiled at Race Retro
after atwo-year restoration by
currentowner Michael Scott.

Barker, whodied recently
afterashortillness, wasthe
VSCCbulletin’seditor and
later became the president of
the club. The renowned guest
speaker was alsoroad test
editorfor Autocar.

Afterthe war he turned
the V8three-litre Lancia
limousine intoan open two-
seaterracecar,andraced it
until Scott bought it in 1959.

When the Lancia is unveiled
on Friday it will befitted with
abespoke body, modelled
around sketches drawn by
Barker almost 60 years ago.

Big interest ahead of
the Bradford Classic

The organisers of the Bradford

BT33 will be part of
Brabham display

Two of the most successful
racingmarques of the 1960s and
1970s will take centre stage at
this weekend’s Race Retro when
Chevronand Brabham are
celebrated at the annual
International Historic
Motorsport Show in Coventry.
Renowned preparation expert
Halland Hall will provide three
Formula 1Brabhams charting
the development of thecars
produced by thelate Sir Jack

BIG GELEBRAT

Brabham and Ron Tauranac.
ABT3, thefirstgrand prix car
from 1962, the 1966 BT20 and the
BT33from 1970 will feature in
themaindisplay of the show’s
‘Speed Street’.

David Brabham, son of Sir
Jack, will be on hand for his first
visittoRace Retro. “Inthelast
few yearsIThave taken a keener
interestinoldracingcars
and what they achieved and
represented in theirtime,” said

‘ U J _U
-

David. “It’sa great opportunity
tosee some wonderful cars,
speak tothe publicabout the
Brabham heritage and the
future of Brabham through
Project Brabham.”

A selection of Chevrons will
tracethe story of the company
founded by the late Derek
Bennett, starting with the
very first Chevron, the 1965 B1
Clubmans car. Examples of the
B8andB16sportscars will be

‘Chevron’s 50th

will be celebrated’
Shelsley contest, below left

Photos: Paul Lawrence, LAT

=1 J J
joined by B25and B27 single-
seatersand the unique B62
Group C2car from 1985.
Ondisplay will bea complete
B8aswellasone without
bodywork so visitors can see the
mechanicals. The Bl6appeared
inthe Steve McQueen film
Le Mans, the B25 Formula
Atlanticisanex-John Leppcar,
while the B27isthe ex-Dieter

Quester F2 carfrom1974.1tis
hoped Quester will attend.
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Vauxhall Firenza Can-Am of Mick Strafford will thrill live stage

landmark cars from his
career: a Ford Escort Mk2
and a Peugeot 205 T16.
There will be arange of
Group B cars and other
significant machines from
rallying history, including
aLanciaDelta S4, Tony

Worswick’s Ferrari 308 GTB

and the Chevrolet-powered

FIND OUT WHO STARRED ON THE KIRKISTOWN STAGES

Vatanen leads Live Action highlights with two legendary machines

Ari Vatanen behind the wheel
of a Ford Escort Mk2 will be
one of the highlights for the
Live Action rally stage at
Race Retro.

The former World Rally
champion will tackle the
demonstration stage on both
Saturday and Sunday and
is expected to drive two

Vauxhall Firenza Can-Am
of Mick Strafford.

The Live Rally Stage will be

in operation from 1115hrs
to1245hrs and from 1415hrs
to 1545hrs on both Saturday
and Sunday. Each session
will begin with a
demonstration from the
historic karting movement.

Race Retro hashuge variety

Race Retro details
Race Retro runs from Friday

to Sunday this weekend at
Stoneleigh Park near Coventry.
The show is open from 0930hrs to
1730hrs on Friday and Saturday
and from 0930hrs to 1630hrs

on Sunday. On-the-day adult
admission is £26, with children
admitted free on Sunday. Parking
is free throughout the show.

Interview schedule
Ontheinterview stage over the course
of Race Retro will be star guests Ari
Vatanen and David Brabham, with
Vatanen due to be present on both
Saturday and Sunday. Other guests
scheduled to appear on the interview
stage include Race Retro favourites
Win Percy and Barrie Williams.

Fiat’s record car

One of the star cars at Race Retro
will be the 16.5-litre FiatIsotta
Fraschiniland speed record car
now owned by Mike Vardy. Though
designed by Fiatin 1905, the car
was never completed in period but
has now been recreated using
original drawings and fitted with
an aero engine. The carfinallyran
forthefirsttime lastyearand
weighsin ataround two tonnes.

HSCC out in force
The HSCC willmount an eight-car
display at Race Retro, showing the
breadth of racing categories offered
by the club. Single-seaters on show
willinclude anewly restored Lola T332
Formula 5000 from Wren Classics
and the rare Formula Junior Condor Il
of Stuart Roach. Gary Pearson’s
Jaguar E-type will represent the

new Jaguar Heritage Challenge.

HSCC stand will show range
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ADAYATTHE73RDG
8 MEMBERS’

ATTHEGOODWOODMOTORCIRCUIT

00DWOOD
MEETING

‘We has teamed up with Goodwood to offer readers the chance to win one of five pairs of
single-day tickets to the 73rd Goodwood Members’Meeting on Sunday 22 March 2015.
The event follows the success of last year’s 72nd Members’Meeting, which allowed

members ofthe GRRC and other Goodwood clubs the chance to enjoy aweekend of

historicmotorracingwithout the packed crowds found atthe circuit’s other events.
The 72nd Goodwood Members’ Meeting was ahuge success, with2015’s event

expected tobe evenbiggerand better.

TO STAND A CHANCE OFWINNING, SIMPLY ANSWERTHE FOLLOWING QUESTION
AND SENDYOUR ENTRY TO motorsportnews.competitions@haymarket.com

COMPETITION CLOSES
FEBRUARY 25,2015

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: To enter: email motorsportnews.competitions @haymarket.com. Entries close: 11.59pm February 25, 2015. Prizes) are 5 pairs of tickets to Goodwood Members' Megting on March 22. Open to UK residents aged 18 or over. No cash afternative, Prizes are non-ransferable. Only on entry per person. For full terms and conditions see: motorsport-news.co.uk. The Promoter: Haymarket Media Group, Teddington, Middlesex, TW11 9BE
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ByDavid Evans

Sebastien Ogier made historyin
Sweden last week, becoming the first
non-Scandinavian towin the event
twice - but he now faces the pain of
running firstontheroad onround
three in Mexico next month.

Ogier, whonow leads the championship
by 23 points, delighted in his second win
inthree years in Karlstad, notleast
because hedid it whilerunning in what
he considered the worst conditionsat the
front of thefield on Friday and Saturday.

Status proved
Itserved, hesaid, asatimely reminder
tohisrivalsof hisstatusaschampion.

“Thisresultissatisfyingto prove that
even with thebighandicapIamstillable
towin,” Ogiertold MN. “Butitis very
important because mentally for the others
it’sastrongshow to them: remember, who
istheboss...Ilikethat.”

Ahead of theevent, therehad been
some talk of driversslowingdownand
potentially even dropping pointsin
pursuit of astronger position ontheroad
forround three in Mexico. Nextmonth’s

Leon-based event isreckoned tobe the
worstplace intheseasontorunatthe
frontof thefield.

Ogierhasresigned himself to what’s
tocome-butstands by hisdecision.
“Thinkingabout the future, itlooksnot so
nicefor us, but what can youdo?” he said.
“Icame here chasing the maximum points,
Iwanted the winandIwentflatout.I
wanted thelead. Now I will have two
or threerallies where I will suffer.

“Iwouldn’tchangethis. Jari-Matti
[Latvala] is the one under pressure already
because heisnotallowed todothe mistake
[in Mexico] orheistoofaraway [inthe
championship].Itook agood

psychological advantage here.”

Ogier’steam principal Jost Capito was
full of praise for his world champion,
following his thrillingfinal-stage win
over team-mate Andreas Mikkelsen.

Capitosaid: “Seband Julien [Ingrassia,
co-driver] have proved they are thereal
world champions. Itall wentdowntoa
mind gameand they have shown strength
and that, when it really counts, they can
dosomemiracles.”

While Mikkelsen led going into the
final stage, amistake on the powerstage
dropped him to third. Despite that, Capito
said he expected the Norwegian totop
the podium soon. “It didn’t go well for
Andreas, buthe isafighter and it will go
well-very well-soon,” added Capito.

Speeding’s not fine

The only downside to Ogier’s week in
Sweden came duringtherecce, before the
start of therally proper -where he was
caught speedingseven times. Ogier now
carries asuspended two-minutefine for
therestof the year. That doesn’t mean,
however, that he will be hit with two
minutes if he’scaughtagain immediately
in Mexico. He would have to speed twice

Ogier fought back from bad
running order to win rally

before the event stewards were involved
and the penalty imposed.

Regardless, Ogier wasn’thappy atthe
nature of the penalty. “OK, something
waswrong,” said Ogier, “but something
changed in the interpretation of the
regulation this weekend and I feel really
bad that they come tome and tell me how
badIhave been. Inever got caught before
and we haveno warning, just this.”

Therecce speedlimit is 10kph slower in
Sweden than on other rounds and drivers
are warned by abeep from the GPS system
intherecce cars when they exceed it. They
then have three seconds toreduce speed.

“When it beeps, it’salready atleast
onesecond past-solonly havetwo
seconds,” Ogier added. “And one of them
showed thatI'slowed down 3.05s after the
beep, butthis one was included.Idon’t
blame anybody, butI’'mjustalittlesad.
Of course,now I have tobe careful,a
two-minute penalty would not be good!”
@ Ford Fiesta RS WRC driver Lorenzo
Bertelli was also caught speeding seven
times, but the worst culprit was Yuriy
Protasov (FiestaRS WRC), who was done
18times. They both received the same
suspended two-minute penalty.

-‘THEY KNOW
STILL THE BOSS”

Swedenwingiveschamp;
mentalladvantage

Latvala says he
is in title fight

Jari-MattiLatvalasays
thedirection of thisyear’s
WRC won’tbe known
until Rally Poland in July.
By thetimethe
Mikolajki-based event
arrives, most of the hot

. gravelrallies will have

been completed and from
there, tothe end of the

* season, Latvalasaysit
' willbearacetothetitle.

Latvala crashed out
of thelead fightonlast
week’s Rally Sweden and,
whilehe was distraught at
missinghischancefora
fourth Swedish success,
headmitsitdoeshelphis
situation forthe next
round in Mexico—where
theroad cleaningeffect
ismost prevalent.

Latvala’s chances were
given afurtherboost
when his PoloR WRC was
retired infinal service
in Swedenlast week,
allowingthe team tofit
new partstothecar. If he
hadfinished, he would
havehad torun the same
engine and transmission
in Central America. The
team wouldn’t, however,
confirm which parts
would be changed in
timeforround three.

Latvalasaid: “Forthe
gravelrallies now we
have Mexico, Argentina,
Portugal, Sardinia, where
you benefitfrom the
position on theroad. For
me, when we get to Poland
then youhavetobe close to
thetopfight because after
that we have the Tarmac
rallies comingand gravel
events which don’t clean
somuch-thenitwill get
moredifficult. Basically,
you can domistakesin the
firsthalf of the year, but
not inthe second half.”

HOW VOLKSWAGEN’S STARS BATTLED LATE ON IN SWEDEN
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‘Paul Bird was rapid
on the Wyedean stages’

BTRDA Series opener report, p26

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com
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VIEW FROM THE WORLD STAGE

Thierry Neuvillehas urged his
Hyundaiteam tofind more
pacefromthei20 WRC after
the Belgian came withinanace
of winning Rally Sweden.

Neuvilleled the secondround
of the World championship into

thefinalmorning, but couldn’t
keep pace with Volkswagen
drivers Sebastien Ogier and
Andreas Mikkelsen. Neuville
finished second to Ogier, but
believes it washim whomade
thedifference in the snow.

Hyundaiteam principal
Michel Nandan agreed and
said the Frankfurt-based squad
would beredoubling its efforts
with the current car, while
simultaneously developingthe
new-generation i20in time for
the season’ssecond half.

“Onperformance,” said

Nandan, “wearestill behind and

most of thereason weare in this
positionisbecause of Thierry
and hisfantasticdrive. Thierry
feels confident with the car and

whenadriver’s confidenthe’s
quick. Hemadenomistakes.
The performance of the cardid
not changefrom last year, sofor
sure, thisisdowntothedriver.
We do have more knowledge of
the carthanlast year and that
helps, but still we have more
todowiththis[car].”
Neuvilleadded: “Ihavea
positivefeelingfrom thisevent—
itwasimpossible tostay ahead
of both VWsandIhavetobe
proud of what we have done. We

——

EYIIN __ll IIPGRAI]ES‘

know that everybody is doing
their best, but we need more
improvementstobe closer to
theothers. Nicolas [Gilsoul,
co-driver] and me have done the
difference this week, but we
couldn’tdothiseverytime.”
Hyundai’si20 WRCisthe
only manufacturer carnot to
berunningthe2015upgraded
paddleshift on the steering
column. Itishoped theteam’s
unit will be in place in time for
thenextround in Mexico.

JERRY
WILLIAMS

“Drivers do
the impossible
in Sweden”

an

New Tour of Corsica route causes concern

France’sround of the World
Rally Championship caused yet
more controversy last week,
when initial plansfor October’s
Tour of Corsicawererevealed
and include a 45-mile opening
stagerunindarkness.
Corsicawill returntothe WRC
for thefirst time since 2008, but
theevent’sdesiretorunalinear
route includingserviceand/or
stagesin Porto-Vecchio, Ajaccio,
Bastiaand Corte has caused
considerable consternation and
splitopinion in the service park.
Whiletheroutehas yettobe
rubber-stamped, after thelong
openingstage on Friday, only
afurther five or six more stages
areplanned through the
weekend -but they are all likely

Friday, toensure three separate
television shows can be
produced at theend of each day.

WRC Promoter’s Oliver Ciesla
said: “Weare in talks with the
organisers of France’sround of
the World Rally Championship
regardingtheitinerary.”

Opinion amongthe works
teamsisdivided, and Citroen’s
Kris Meeke admitted he could
see both sides of theargument:
“Commercially; I canseethatit’s
difficult for the promoter but,
from a personal point of view, I
think it could be fantastic to go
intoanevent with astage that
length. What’s being proposed
lookstobeatrue Corsicaand
that could be incredible.”

The October event, which was

Teams rally behind Sweden despite warmth

Teams have praised last
week’s Rally Sweden - after
the WRC’s winter rally ran
in warmer-than-expected
conditions again.

The recce for the second
round of the WRC was runin
perfect winter conditions, but
when temperatures rose as
the event got underway, there
were concerns for the hardice
base on the roads and more
calls for a possible relocation.

Volkswagen’s Jost Capito
said: “We have been asking
these questions for more than
10 years, so why do we carry
on asking them? This is the
area where therally canrun,
where we have the stages,
where there are the people
torunitand the government

Sweden sstill had lots of snow

the stages and that’s the
important thing. It looks
like a full winter rally to
me and the pictures from

the stages are good. The only

thing I would say is that

spectator numbers look like

they might have fallen.”

tobearound the 30-mile mark.
Anitinerary of thisnature
fliesin theface of the guidelines
laid out by WRC Promoter,
includingafullday of actionon

drafted into the year’s calendar
after the Alsace-based rally
hitfundingtrouble, isreckoned
tobe working on potential
refinementstotheitinerary:

is happy to supportit. It’s
difficult to find anything else,
while we are complaining,
it’sneverreally that bad.”
M-Sport’s Malcolm Wilson
added: “It’s been full snow on

WRC promoter Oliver Ciesla
said he had no issue with the
conditions. “They were better
than last year,” he said. “It
looks good and it’s been a
superb winter rally.”

‘ﬁ §¥7  Summer running helps DMACK deliver top winter tyres to Ketomaa
3 it was difficult when we were
losing studs, but this year we lost
none. It’sa great achievement

Fiesta R5in Karlstad last week.
DMACK’s Dick Cormack said:
“This is probably the tyre we

Summer time testing at Carlisle
airportlast year was the key
toJari Ketomaa’s WRC2win

DMACK was Swedish winner

in Sweden last week.

Twelve months ago, the Finn
was hit by significant issues
with DMACK’s snow tyre, but
the firm turned that around
intime for Ketomaatotakea
dominant win aboard his Ford

have put the single most amount
of work into. We evenran the
studded tyre across the airfield
in Carlisle in June to work on
stud retention and it worked.”
Ketomaa added: “The tyres
have been fantastic. Last year,

againstthe bigbrands.”
Ketomaa will do the WRC2
rounds in Mexico and Argentina
before his season is evaluated
ahead of Portugal, where
reigning Drive DMACK winner
Sander Parn starts his season.

fyouwant to know what
makes aworld class rally
driver, go to Sweden.
There,onthe snow andice
you’ll see them doing the
impossible. Just like that.

Yes, the superstars have skinny tyres,
each studded 380 times with spikes biting
into the snow and underlying ice. But what
they do with their cars is out of this world.

For 20 years, I've always tried to catch
atleast one stage onthe WRC's only
snow rally. In the past that's included
Colin's Crest on Vargasen; the final
sweeping bends of Sagen; the snow and
(sometimes) gravel of Fredriksberg and
the last, snowy curves at Likenas rallycross
circuit at the end of the monstrous
30-mile-plus Granberget test.

This time we managed two first day
stages: Rojden and Kirkenaer, over the
border in Norway as it happens. Our
Rojden spot was about halfway through.
Cars approached down a level straight,
into an open left-hander, up a steepening
hill to aright-hander, then tight left up into
atiny village.

All of us, me, my MN colleague David
Evans and Rally GB guru Andrew Kellitt,
were gobsmacked by the speed of the
leaders through that initial left bend.

It was approached accelerating hard
atmaybe 70-80mph. Getting through was
justawell-timed flick. Turning in early was
key. Move the wheel 12 inches too late and
you'd run wide, have to get out of the
power and lose five mph. One or two even
brushed the outside snow bank. That
would cost another three or four mph.

As you'd expect, the top men were mostly
spot on. Kris Meeke and Elfyn Evans were
impressive. But what got me was how
rock-solid and stable those VWs looked.
Talk about confidence boosters...

Then we were up the road to Kirkenaer,
scene of amid-day regroup. But first, a
7km stage alongside alake. We stood
on abanking 15 feet above the track.

Below us was a km-long, snaking stretch
of swooping bends, going left, right, left,
right, left, with straw bales at each apex.
Watching the aces slice through was
simply mesmerising. | couldn't get enough
of it. Most of them seemed to clock
60-90mph, flicking their cars into amazing
angles past the bales, engines alternately
blaring loud or on the overrun.

As ademonstration of driving skill it was
breathtaking—and don't forget that, like
Rojden, this exhibition was on hard-
packed, slippery snow!

Like | say, if our sport ever looks like it's
starting to lose its lustre for you, go to
Sweden and watch the world's best on
the snow andice.

It'll give you another decade of
enthusiasm guaranteed.

F. AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Solberg wins after "

Latvala Escort advice

Petter Solbergsealed hisRally
Sweden Historichat trick last
week, followingalittle help
from Volkswagen factory
driver Jari-MattiLatvala.

Co-driven in his Ford Escort
Mk2 by his wife Pernilla, Petter
dominated the 80-mile event,
leadinghome Audiquattro Al
driver Tom Axelsson by more
than three minutes.

Ahead of theevent, Solberghad
beendiscussing his car’s set-up
with fellow Mk2 owner Latvala.

“We were talkingabout the
preload in the differentialand
the suspension,” said Latvala.
“Itlookslike it worked!”

Shortly after donating the £400
he collected for winning the
event to the marshals’ party fund,
Solbergtold MN: “It wasfantastic
tobeback outinarally caragain.
Wedid work onthe carand it
helped-especially inthelast
stage, when we took Colin’s
Crestabsolutelyflat out.”

Ogier hits out at
historic influence

Rally Sweden winner
Sebastien Ogier has
questioned the sense of
runninghistoriceventsas
supportto WRC rounds.

The Frenchman was furious
after the secondrun of the
Fredriksbergstage, where
hedropped 14 seconds tothe
quickest time after struggling
for grip—andblamed the
historicrunners.

“They take such a different
linetous,” hesaid. “They were
spreading snow everywhere
and when we came into this
stagetherearof the car was
constantly sliding on theloose
snow. It was horrible and this
ideatorunthehistoricsis
really stupid. ’'mnotsaying
thisagainstthedrivers.”

KUBICA: SW
WAS MY BEST YET

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com
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Polish star takes the positives from his impressive Sweden event

ByDavid Evans

Robert Kubicalabelled
lastweek’s Rally Sweden
performance one of the
best of his careersofar.

The Polish RK World Rally
Team driver finished alowly
20th overall, butthat was dueto
atechnical problem onthecar
and afive-minute penalty from
the stewards. Without those two
issues, the 30-year-old felt he
could have taken a career-best
fourth place.

Kubica’s performance was
particularly good followinga

disastrous Swedish outinglast
year,whenherolled his Fiesta
RSWRConeachlegof therally.
“This was one of the best
ralliesforme,” Kubica told
MN. “It’sashame we had
the [transmission] problem
because without this we could
havehadaveryniceand
unexpected result. Coming
hereforthe second time after
last year’s very negative
experience, we could have been
fourth orfifth fighting with
[Ott] Tanak oreven infront of
him-that’s very good forus!”
Kubicasaid he is confident

Kubica: good speed

theteam’s performance will
show afurtherimprovement
following Rally Mexico, when
thereisasix-week gap between
the Leon-based eventand round
fourin Argentina. Headded:

“Westillneed to improve and
thetimeisvery tight to Mexico.
We now have torebuild this car
andthensend it straighttothat
rally. After Mexico there will be
moretimeand wecantryto

improve the functionality.”

Thestewards hit Kubica with
the penalty after the turbo
on his Fiestaoverboosted.

“It was [overboosting]fora
fraction of second,” hesaid.
“We can’tdoanythingabout it,
wejustneed to understand why
ithappened. But there wasno
performance gain and, for sure,
it wasnot done on purpose.”

Frustration for
Ostherg at Citroen

Mads Ostberghas called onthe
Citroenteamtofind afix for the
recurring gearbox issues that
blighted his Rally Sweden outing.
Ostbergended the event in 10th
place after going off theroad
onthefinal morning, having
suffered downshifting problems.
“Wehad increasing problems
withthe gearingof thecar,” said
Ostberg. “And thishasposed
major challenges.Ipull the paddle
whenIupshift,soitisnotpossible
tomake mistakes for themselves.
Butthe gear system herelived
itsown life! [The] gear [was] late
whenIupshiftandskipped gears
onthedownshift. It wasn’tall the
time, buttime and again.
“Imagine what happens when
we come fully on sixth gear; shift
down tofifth before the turnand
the car goes straight tofour. It
began Friday and got worse
v through therally, even though

and eventually the whole gearbox
withoutithelping.”

Citroenteam principal Yves
Mattonadmitted Sweden hadn’t
been ideal after Ostberg’s
team-mate Kris Meeke finished
seventh, havingspenttimeina
day-one snowbank.

Mattonsaid: “Theracing
incidents, the technical problems
wehad and the mistakes made by
our driversmean thatthe result
isalongway off ourtargets.

We’ll take a closerlook at what
happened atthiseventin order
prepare for Rally Mexico as
effectively as possible. Everyone
isstill very motivated. And it’s
justthestartof theseason.”

ﬁ theteam has changed part-by-part
: -

e =
Abbring pleased with WRC learning curve in Sweden

Kevin Abbring and Sebastian Marshall impressedin Sweden

Hyundairookie Kevin Abbringand his
British co-driver Sebastian Marshall
exceeded the team’s expectations on
last week’s Rally Sweden.

The pairranon thefringes of thetop
10forthe duration on therally and set
afastestsector time in one stage.

Hyundaiteam principal Michel
Nandan brought Abbring into the team
after Dani Sordo was injured earlier
thismonth when he fell off his
mountain bike. The squad’s third
driver, Hayden Paddon, was moved into
thefactory team alongside Thierry
Neuville while Abbring drove the
number 20120 WRC.

Nandan said both Paddon-who
scored hisbestever WRC result with
fifth—and Abbring, whoended therally
11th, had impressed: “[Abbring] kept

hishead down, worked hard and
delivered a classified finish just
outside of thetop10.”

Abbringhad never contested a snow
rally-hisonly experience was a90-mile
testonthe Sunday before—and had
never competed ina World Rally Car.
The Dutchman told MN: “The biggest
challenge here was drivingthe WR Car,
of coursedrivingon snow for thefirst
time wasn’t easy, but this car wasabig
stepfromthe R5 car. It wasamazingand,
Thavetosay, Isurprised myself with
some of thetimesonthe second
runningof somestages.”

Abbring will tackle four rounds of the
WRClater thisseason. “Myfocusison
testing[the new car], not competing,”
hesaid. Neither Abbring or Paddon
willrally the 2015 car this year.

HyundaiWRC co-driver

How hasthereality you come to and think:
compared withthe s | ‘| can probably pause
dream of entering M; here! Thenyou get
intheWRC? - halfway down the next
“Ithought: ‘OK; this is g Fx . | straightand think: ‘I
going to be the biggest # e really shouldn'thave
challenge I've faced in paused there!™

my rallying career’ So

prepared for how tough it was
going to be; I don't think it has

exceeded that, butit's
liveduptoit!”

What’s the biggest

difference atthislevel?
“Reading the pacenotes has to

be the primary thing. T

is so different. Some corners

Iwas

You’ve beentalkingalot
inthestagesthen...

“I talked to Dan [Barritt], Scott
[Martin] and Paul [Nagle] about
it,asking them whatiit's like to
beinaWorld Rally Car. They
explained it to me, but you really
have to seeitto believe it. You
are just talking, talking, talking.
I've learned something”

certainly

he speed

D FIND OUT HOW THE DRIVERS RATED ON RALLY SWEDEN
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* Rally cars, service vehicles, classic and sports

cars for the road and competition use.

» Motorhomes, trailers, tools and spares insurance,

for the road and storage and transit.

Motorsport motortrade, motortrade, combined
commercial, public liability for teams, preparation
companies, promoters, clubs and individuals.

* Personal accident cover for the whole season or
for a one off event.

* Stand alone trackday cover for all ypes

of vehicles and venues.

Contact us on

0115 965 1020

* Corporate events, TV and filming insurance.

* Motorsport photographers liability insurance
- UK, EU and worldwide cover available.

the road and track.

* Road section insurance for events, clubs and

organisers large and small.

= Special vehicle and prototype insurance for

Monday to Saturday
or visil reis.co.uk for
more information

Like us on  fcebesk.  Follow us on

RIS b 2 trading name of Chaucer Insurance
Servicry. Limitrd suthorised and regulited

by the Finanial Combisct Asithority,
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Fan boost

The Somerset Stages will

have a new spectator stage at
Kennisham Forest this year. The
new test will run twice during the
day. The April 18 rally, which is
the third round of the BTRDA
Rally Series, includes a seafront
service area in Minehead. The
famous Porlock Toll Road stage
will also feature.

TSH doubles up

The TSH Stages will run over two
days once again this year. The rally
will take place on May 16/17 and
regulations are available at shmc.
co.uk. The 85-mile event will run at
Portreath and will be based at
Perran Sands.

Corinium Stages
Cirencester Car Club has
confirmed that the Corinium
Stages will run at Down Ampney
on Saturday, May 2. The popular
single-venue eventis a round of
three regional championships -
the Cotswold MSG, the ASWMC
Sealed Surface and the ACSMC
series. Regulations will be
available shortly from
cirencestercarclub.com.

No BRC switch
BTRDA Rally Series driver Russ

Y NEWS

Pryce ran a Fiesta RS
on Rally GB last year

o - =
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ROAD TOWALES
Who canwin?
BTRDA Rally Series winner
MSA Scottish Rally champion
MSA Welsh Rally champion
Northern Irish R2 Wheels
champion
MSA English Rally champion

Plus one entry from each of
Pirelli Carlisle Rally

Rally North Wales

Rally Isle of Man

RSAC Scottish Rally

Ulster Rally

Jim Clark Rally

DAPTEDFOR 2015

Free Rally GB entries on offer to top crews in championships and individual events

By James Bolton

British championships. The demise of

the BRCfor this year means the scheme

all of the class winners, and one crew
willreceive the prize.

and the Road to Wales makes sure that
some of thiscountry’sbest willbe on

Wales Rally GB organiser,
International Motor Sports, will offer
aRoad to Wales entry to each of the
fiveralliesthatwereinlastyear’s
BRC, plus Rally North Wales.
TheRoad to Wales scheme hasrun for

hasbeenaltered. The BRCorganisershad
six Road to Wales entriesto offer as prizes
lastyear. Coincidentally, there were six
rounds of the BRCin 2014.

The organisers of therallies will set
their own criteria asto whowill get the

“The Road to Wales has proved tobea
huge successand we had no hesitation in
continuingthe initiative in 2015,” said
managing director of the BRC Ben
Taylor. “Wales Rally GBneeds tobenot
only the climax of the WRCbutalsoa

the stages in November.”

Last year BRCrunner-up Osian Pryce
was one of the Road to Wales winners:
“Igained crucial experience ona WRC
eventandthat has givenmeacareer
steppingstone. There aren’t many prizes

Thompson says that he's unlikely to
switch to the new MSA British Rally
Championship when it runs again
next year. The BRC will be back for
2016 with anew format based
around the four-wheel-drive R5 class.

“One of the reasons | went four-wheel
drive in 2014 is because | thought
that in the long-run the BRC would
go four-wheel drive. ButI'll probably
stick to the BTRDA for a couple of
years instead,” he said.

Marshal day

The British Rally Marshals Club
will run a training day in Telford
on March 8. The session will
include a variety of activities
and will be anideal way for
motorsport enthusiasts to get
involved in the sport. For details
of the free-of-charge day go to
brmc.org.uk and click ‘Training’

Trelleck knocked
Many two-wheel-drive and historic
crews said the Trelleck Common
stage, the third of last weekend's
Wyedean Forest Rally, was
undriveable. Part of the stage had
been regraded and large stones were
left on the route. “It was terrible,’ said
Citroen Saxo driver Steve Jenkins.
“It kills the little car; they should look
for alternative stages”

Anniversary date
Saturday’s Wyedean Forest
Rally was the 40th running of the
event. Iltwas based at Chepstow
Racecourse and attracted a
strong entry of 167 crews.
Hundreds of people attended
the launch of Neill Henderson’s
book, The Wyedean at 40,

last week. Entry for the event
was oversubscribed.

Cave’s comeback
WRC driver Tom Cave returned
tothe BTRDA Rally Series last
weekend. The Welshman was
competing on a one-off basis but he
and co-driver Craig Parry suffered
difficulties with their Subaru Impreza.
“We'd never been in the car before,
said Cave. “It had a misfire so we

had to drop out at service!

WHY ALBATEC RACING IS GEARING UP FOR TWIN RX CAMPAIGNS > > JPAGE 33

the past two years and has awarded free
Rally GB entriesto winners of various

Dean Raftery
ran Mini WRC

fantastic end-of-season festival to

entry. The Rally North Wales organisers
say arandom draw will take place from

Raftery keen to get more WRC miles

Billy Coleman award winner
DeanRaftery wants more
outings infour-wheel-drive
carsafterhisruninaMini
World Rally Car on the
Galway International Rally:
The23-year-old hasrallied
two-wheel-drive cars
throughouthis career, but
adapted well tothe WRC
machine, finishing sixth
overall earlier thismonth.
“Ittook alot of getting
used,” hesaid. “Wedidn’ttest

thecarpriortotheeventdue
tothesnow,soevery stage
wasalearningcurve.”
Raftery suffered adamaged
hoseand dropped two
minutes while it wasfixed. He
then setasecond fastest time
onstage11. “Hopefully this
proves that my skills are not
justlimited to front-wheel
drive,” hesaid. “I’'m pleased
howIadaptedtothecar
throughouttherally. Ireally
hopewecandoitagain.”

New stages planned
for Aldershot Rally

The Aldershot Rally for Heroes
will run over two days in April
and will alsoinclude a shorter
one-day event.

Therally will raise money
for charity and is organised
by Southern Car Club and
Farnborough DMC. It will
include four stages on Friday
April10and 18 on Saturday
April 11. A second rally will
run only the Saturday stages.

Therally will startat
Longcross in Surrey and will
include stages in Rushmoor,
Minley and Bramley. There
will also be anew stage at
Pirbright/Deepcut and at
Buller in Aldershot.

“New stages, night stages and
atown centrestage are all on
Tarmac,” said event director
Rick Smith. “Add in the joy of
raising money for our injured
troops and you have a fantastic
event. Get your entries in now.”

Entries will open this month.

Irish champion Declan Gallagher to dehut Toyota GT86 this weekend

Irishmodified champion Declan
Gallagher will steer thenew rear-
wheel-drive Toyota GT86rally car
on this weekend’s Birr Stages—
the openinground of theIrish
National Rally Championship.
The car isowned by Kelly’s
Toyota in Donegal and will be
serviced onthenine-stage event
by David Greer Motorsport—the
same company that hashelped

develop the car inrecent months.
Brendan Kelly stressed that the
outing was merely a test exercise
forthe class 13 machine. Itfirst
broke cover onlast year’s Ulster
Rally where it was used for 00 car
duties. Gallagher said he was
looking forward to the challenge.
“Ipromisetogive itmy best,”
hesaid. “It wasagreatfeeling
[winningthe Modified title]and

somethingthatIdreamed of since
Istartedrallyingover 10 years ago
and, tobehonest, itissomething
thatIwillcherishforyears
tocome.Iseethisasanew
experience and it would be great
togoanddothe samethingagain,
albeitinanew car. Kelly’s Toyota
has given me that chance. Weare
doingBirrtotestand develop the
car,butI'll be goingforit.”

celebrate the very best of Britishrallying

Elsmores stunon
Wyedean outings

Grahamand Nik Elsmore
impressed on theirreturnto
competition onlast weekend’s
Wyedean Forest Rally.

Their comebacks were part of
thefestivities that marked the
40thrunning of the event. Local
driver Graham won thefirst
three Wyedeans from 1975-'77,
and returned on a one-off basis
inabrand new Ford Escort Mk2
that is owned by Rob Weir.

Graham’s son Nik was in
Matthew Edwards’ Mitsubishi
Lancer E9. While Nik finished
an impressivefifth overall,
Graham won class B11.

“Thecarisimmaculate,” said

Bell in rally return
after seven years

Former BTRDA Silver Star
champion Brian Bell returned on
last weekend’s Wyedean Forest
Rally after seven years away.
Heand co-driver Matthew
Whattam finished 13th in classin
their Ford Focus WRC. Bell said
he would dovetailhis BTRDA
appearances withrallies in his
historic Porsche911.
“Iwaswatchingrallyingon TV
and decided I had tocome back,”
hesaid. “It’s in the blood.”
Whattam said the Focus WRC
wasthebest car he’ddriven: “It’s
sodifferent. The suspension
travelisso good, it helps you.”

inrallyingand the Road to Wales award
issomethingIjusthadtotakeup.”

S

Elsmore with car and an MN

Graham. “It’sbeen ajoy todrive.
Intheafternoon we gave ita bit
of apush. Therearealotof
spectators on the stages, there’s
alotof interestinthesport.”
Nik added: “We’ve had alot of
laughs.IthinkI'll do thisevery
year, getthe co-drivertohire
the car and then come along
foraride withme.”

Bird opens BTRDA
account with win

BTRDA driver Paul Bird
dominated the openinground
of theserieslast weekend.

The Ford Focus WRC driver won
the 40th Wyedean Forest Rally by
34seconds.

“Imadenomistakesall day and
itwas comfortable,” hesaid. “I'm
especially pleased withhow I
drovetoday. It can bea tricky little
rally. The stages are alwaysfast
and tricky butIfeltsharpafter
doingthe North West Stages [the
weekend before] and I knew it was
acaseof managingthelead.”

The season continues with the
Malcolm Wilson Rally on March 7.
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‘Multiple champion
David Bogie is top seed’

MSA Scottish Rally champion
Euan Thorburn will switch
tothe FIA European Rally
Championship this year.

The Dunsdriver won his
first Scottish title last season
and immediately switched
from his Ford Focus WRC to
aFord Fiesta S2000 for Wales
Rally GB last November.

“We’ve done the Scottish
championship for six or seven
years and finally we won it,”

said the 28-year-old. “We want
to do something different so
we’re goingto do the European
championship and we’ll
make our debut on the
Circuitof Ireland.”
Thorburnsaid he wasn’t
sure what his budget for the
season would be and so
he’ll work out which other
European eventsto enteronce
he’sruninthe Circuit, which
isthenextround of the series

Scots champ Thorburn
won'’t defend crown

and takes place on April 2-4.
“I'veneverrallied outside

of the UK before,” said
Thorburn. “The car should be
competitive enough in Ireland,
and we’ll do arally before.
Butitisabitof an unknown.
Ithink we should be able to
get some fairly decent results
and you get good exposure,
especially with the Eurosport
TV package. It’s the next
logical step, especially as

there’s no British Rally
Championship. We’re fast
enough tobe in Europe.”

Thorburn did the Ulster
Rally in 2009 in a Subaru
Impreza. “Ienjoyed itand
everyone saidIshould dothe
Circuit,” hesaid. “Ithas such
great history and heritage,
it’llbe good to give ita go.”

He’s won nine SRC rounds
in his Ford Focus WRC over
the past four years.

Scottish series can
be most open yet

MSA Scottish Rally
Championship driver
Jock Armstrongis
expecting renewed
competition in the series
this year following Euan
Thorburn’s decision not
to defend his title.
Armstrong competes in
a Subaru Impreza, and
pointed to the fact there
is only one non-Subaru or
Mitsubishi among the top
18 crews for this weekend’s
season-opening Snowman
Rally. “A lot of people
think they can win this
championship now,”
hesaid. “If it was all
Mitsubishis and Subarus
it would be really good. The

Changes made after

Round one:60th Snowman Rally

David Bogie/Kevin Rae

MSASCOTTISHRALLY CHAMPIONSHIP

NO. | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR

safety review report

This weekend’s Snowman Rally
will be observed by the MSA’s

Ford Fiesta R5+ new safety delegate in Scotland.

Mike Faulkner/Peter Foy

Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q The Scottish Government

Jock Armstrong/Paula Swinscoe

Subaru Impreza recommended inareport that

Andrew Gallacher/Jane Nicol

TBA was published latelast year that

Quintin Milne/Stephen O’Hanlon

Mitsubishi Lancer E6 anoutsider should work with

Mitsubishi Lancer E9
Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q
Mitsubishi Lancer E9
Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q

Barry Groundwater/Sean Donnelly
Donnie MacDonald/Andrew Falconer
Dougal Brown/Lewis Rochford

Mark McCulloch/James Haugh

OO (OO |WIN|—

10 | Chris Collie/Mark Fisher

Mitsubishi Lancer E6

Entries: 108 Stages: five Miles: 44

championshipis great; alot
of people are doingit. You
enjoy yourself for day a
month and that’s what the
sport’s about. The organisers
have got it all about right. If
they could nominate one tyre

[manufacturer], or limit us
to six tyres per rally, that
would limit the cost more.”
Armstrong won the final
event of 2014 butretired
from the Snowman Rally
with a driveshaft failure.

Controversy erupts as top runners all tricked hy rally spectators

The Valentine Novice Rally
was won by Geraint Jones/
Merfyn Williams after anumber
of theirrivals made majorerrors.

Atthehalfway point, therally
should have been led by Ken
Jones/Ianto Fon Jones, followed
by Stefan Llewelyn/Daniel
Jones, with Dewi Hughes/
Gareth Rhys Jones completing
the top three.

All these crews had picked up
afailin odd circumstances. At
PC3D competitors were supposed
totakethelongway around a
large triangle, but spectators
stood across the correctrouteand

indicated forthe carstocutacross
thebase of thetriangle. Thefirst
three crews fell for the deception,
butJones/Williams, who were
runningfourth ontheroad,
worked out what was goingon
and got the crowd tomove, asdid
Gwynfor Jones/Chris Evans.
The incident decided the result
astheselatter two crewsfinished
infirstand second, with Jones/
Williams havingdrawn outa
five-second lead athalfwaytoa
16-second margin at the Finish.
Topseeds Jones/Fon Jones,
along with four other crews, were
excluded for a give way offence.

The Valentine Trophy, awarded
tothetop Novices, went to fourth
placed Robert Midwood/
Chris Tindall.

Ian Mills
Results
Organiser: Caemarvonshire & Anglesey MC
Date: February 14/15 Where: Anglesey
Championships: none Route: 85 miles Starters: 40.
1 Geraint Jones/Merfyn Williams (Peugeot 205) 3m 54s;
2 Gwynfor Jones/ Chris Evans (Ford Escort) +16s; 3 Chris
Phillips/Alun Owen (Peugeot 205 GTi); 4 Robert Midwood/
Chris Tindall (Ford Escort); 5 Jamie Jay Lee Williams/
Sion Matthews (Vauxhall Astra); 6 Rhys Jones/Dion Bee
(Citroen Saxo VITS); 7 Sion Hardy/Jason Hardy (BMW
318ti); 8 Tomos Adamek/ Osian Trefor Jones (Peugeot
206 GTi); 9 Osian Vaughan Williams/Rhys Jones (Peugeot
106 GTi); 10 Robert Charles Jones/Adam Owen Jones
(Peugeot 205 GTi). Classes, Novices: Midwood/Tindall;
Beginners: Hardy/ Hardy.

motor clubs in the organisation
of stageralliesand should |
consider the safety of events.
International steward Nicky
Moffitt has been appointed
interim safety delegate.

“We will be observed before
therally starts,” said Snowman
Rally clerk of the course Neil
Moir. “Nicky will be making
sure the spectator areas are up
toscratch. And he’ll be with us
throughout therally. It will be
the same for all the rallies, we
justhappentobethefirst.”

The MSA said more safety
delegates will be appointed
indue course, including for
events outside Scotland.

Meanwhile, Moir said that
snow was melting and shouldn’t
hamper this weekend’s MSA
Scottish Rally Championship
season opener.
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THE STRAIGHT-TALKING SCOT

JOHN
FIFE

“We need a
headline- S
making BRC”

s the British Rally Championship
tooimportantto be leftin the
MSA’s hands, oris it the right
organisation for the job?

This is a fair question because,
atthe end of the day, it is the
competitors who will decide where they spend
their money and the amateur clubs where they
spend theirtime, effort and resources.

So | thought | would get my tuppence
worthin early. First of all we need to cater for
everyone and all cars, and not bar anyone
from taking part. We need a headline-making,
big-name aspirational competition that is
inclusive not exclusive. You're either good
enough and quick enough to beat allcomers —
oryou're not. Sport is brutal.

That's why we need one premier championship
to cater for allcomers, but with one big
difference. This one championship could provide
two points scoring opportunities — one for
professionals and ambitious amateurs and the
otherfor serious amateurs and clubmen who
simply enjoy the bigger stage. That's why
we need a ‘British Rally Championship’ for
homologated machinery and a ‘British Open
Championship’ where anything goes.

But here's the twist. Say you have an eight-
round series. Everyone can compete and
score points on the first six rounds, whereas
‘Nationals’ only will score points up to round
seven, and round eight will be Wales Rally GB
for homologated cars. That way we end up
with a British International champion and also
a British National champion, but without the
expense and organisational headaches of
running two separate championships.

This could appeal to manufacturers and
professional teams and could be marketed
abroad. We also need to encourage more
amateur entries. One 2016 event is already
planning a two-day affair for those who don't want
to cutinto their working week. Arrive Saturday
morning for signing on, start in the afternoon
(andinto the evening?) then bed, and finish
off on Sunday morning, go home on Sunday
afternoon or evening. Other events will need to
look at their own offer to ensure best appeal.

The international competitors could recce
on Fridays but no recceing for the nationals,
although they will be free to choose from
contracted pacenote providers.

And finally it needs to be promoted better.

At atime when Biritish football is getting

£5 billion for the TV rights for three years,
British rallying is getting sweet FA. Other
sports like rugby, golf and cricket can generate
TV income but many other so-called minority
sports can't. We need to make rallying and its
participants exciting and attractive to generate
notjust TV interest, but sponsors and partners.

These views might qualify me for a one-way
trip to the happy farm, but British rallying is
too important to sit back and do nowt.

Y, AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com




RSR Historic Engineering

would like to congratulate driver Graham Elsmore and
his co-driver Stuart Harrold on their fantastic result at
the Wyedean Rally this weekend where they competed
in the brand new Weir Laundry Equipment MK2 Escort.

Many thanks to HJ Weir Engineering, Weir Laundry
Equipment, Mr Tyre Motorsport and Mad Bob Media

for their ongoing support.

Barnstones Business Park * Grimscote Road ¢ Litchborough » Towcester * Northants * NN12 8JJ
Phone: 01327 830353 » Fax: 01327 831212 » info@robsmithrallying.com * www.robsmithrallying.co.uk

booking a semi exclusive test day with 1 Openpltlmfumut s i
MotorSport Vision. Forafulllistof ¥ Maximum of 16 cars per day Tuesdiay 10 February

available dates and to book visit I Maximum track time e el

www.msv.com/testing I Minimum stoppages Thursdey 26 m"

Tse 3 March

Wed 4 March

Thu & March

Wed 11 March

Thus 12 March Brands Hatch (indy)
Tue 17 March Ouilton Park

Wed 25 March Oulton Park
Thu 26 March Brands Hatch (indy)
Mon 30 March

0843 453 2000 www.msv.com/testing
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RRITY TAKESIT

Mini WRC pilot wins the NorthernIreland Championship opener

Kirkistown Stages

By Brian Patterson

Organiser: North Armagh MC When: February 14
Where: Kirkistown, County Down Championship:
Northern Irish Stages: six Starters: 91

NorthernIrish Rally champion
Derek McGarrity started the
defence of his title in the best
possible manner by taking a
victory on this opening round.
He was co-driven by James
McKee in their Mini WRC,
but had to push hard for the
win. Former champion Kenny
McKinstry, co-driven by Noel
Orr, finished second in his
SubaruImpreza WRC. Kevin
Barrett and Claire Gamble took
third in their similar car.
Overtheyears McGarrity has
been hard tobeat at Kirkistown.
Afew weeks agoonthe New Year
Stages McKinstry finished ahead
of him, but since then McGarrity
hasfitted European-spec asphalt
suspension tohis Miniand that
has sharpened everything up.
Derek was determined toredress
the balance, even though he

expressed doubts thata 1600cc
WRC could beat a two-litre WRC
atKirkistown. Heled initially,
then McKinstry got in front on
stage two. McGarrity then pulled

outallthe stopstoretakethelead.

Barretthadalready had a
major moment on the opening
stage when his Subaru went up
ontwo wheels after hittinga tyre.
Following that incident, Kevin
settled down to a clean and fast
runin which herose from
fourth to third by the finish. Alan
Carmichael hadnoseattime in
the McGeehan Mini WRC before
therally, sohe did well to take
fourth place.

Martin Cairns wason hisfirst
visit to Kirkistown and brought
hisImpreza WRC into sixth.
Kieron Graffin was impressive
in GpN, and he won the category
despite his Lancer E10 suffering
fuel starvation onleft-hand
bends over thefinal two stages.

Keith White and Damian
McCann drove brilliantly to
take the two-wheel-drive
honours in their Escort.

Stephen Wright seemed to be

headingfor fifth in hisnewly
acquired FiestaR5, butlost time
when a cable tie got jammed
under the accelerator.

Best Junior 1000 driver was the
impressive Josh McErlean, with
Damien Duffin co-driving in his
Peugeot 107. Daniel Harper was
expected to shine, buthis similar
Peugeot broke a driveshaft. Paul
Bennettand Arthur Kierans
were second in the Juniors in
their Citroen C1.

Results

1 Derek McGarrity/James McKee (Mini WRC) 26m
15.1s; 2 Kenny McKinstry/ Noel Orr (Subaru Impreza
WRC) +6s; 3 Kevin Barrett/ Claire Gamble (Subaru
Impreza WRC); 4 Alan Carmichael/ lvor Lamont (Mini
WRC); 5 Paddy McVeigh/ Gary McElhinney (Subaru
Impreza WRC); 6 Martin Cairns/Brian Hoy (Subaru
Impreza WRC); 7 Emma McKinstry/ Kenny Hull
(Subaru Impreza WRC); 8 Ray Brammer/Mo Downey
(Subaru Impreza WRC); 9 Keith White/ Damian
McCann (Ford Escort); 10 Wesley Patterson/Johnny
Baird (Ford Escort). Classes, 1: Michael Nutt/
Geraldine McBride (Honda Civic); 2: Kieron Graffin/
Paddy Robinson (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); 3: Conor
Cochrane/Alexander Cochrane (Ford Escort); 4: Kyle
White/Adam Carson (Citroen C2 R2); 5: lan Green/
Amanda Green (Peugeot 205 GTi); 6: Patterson/Baird;
T: White/ McCann; 8: McGarrity/ McKee;

9: Carmichael/ Lamont; 10: Stephen Mawhinney/ Nigel
Magee (Sunbeam Lotus); 11: Drew Wylie/ Cormac
McGrady (Ford Escort).
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Speed and derring-do on the Downs pays for Davrian driver Dean

South Downs Stages

By Ian Harden

Organisers: Southsea Motor Club/Bognor Regis
Motor Club When: February 14 Where: Goodwood
Motor Circuit, Sussex GChampionships: Hamilton
Classic ACSMC, Jelf Motorsport ASEMC/AEMC
Starters: 55 Stages: nine

Dean Thomas and co-driver
Richard Knowlton
produced a giant-killing
performance in their 1600cc
Davrian Dav-Tec at the
South Downs Stages.
Taking advantage of
changeable on-stage
conditions, where tidy
driving counted more than
outright power, they set
consistent times to stay in
the top three before taking
the lead on stage seven. On
the final two tests, run in
complete darkness, they
held everyone at bay to win
by 6s from Paul King/Alicia
Miles (Ford Escort MKk2),
with Christopher and
Anthony Newton (Vauxhall
Nova) third, 1m 02s behind.
The nine-stage rally
started in dry weather but
with a sheen on the road
surface that made correct

tyre choice crucial.
Anticipating the circuit
being completely damp,
King began the day on full-
wet tyres. Despite not being
theideal choice, he finished
stage one with a 12slead
over Roger Moran/Joy
Hoyles (Ford Fiesta
Millington). Thomas had
two spins but clung to third,
pursued by the Escort Mk2s
of Stuart Cogger/Ade
Summers, Martin Page/
Hugh Holdaway and Tim
Mewett/Liz Jordan.

Having got the feel for
hisnew Fiesta’s handling,
Moran upped his pace on
stage two, taking the lead
and opening a gap on the
next tests. King switched to
intermediates, which gave
better grip and allowed him
to consolidate second while
Thomas, having fitted a new
*diff, had another spin and
admitted to having to learn
how the car handles all over
again. Cogger and first-time
co-driver Summers also
switched tyres after the
opening run. They held on
to fourth, pressured by Page

D FIND OUT HOW BIRD TOPPED THE WYEDEAN RALLY

and Mewett, with Newton
also challenging hard.

The leaderboard changed
in the afternoon. Moran
retired the Fiesta with
propshaft vibration. Then
Thomas set a blistering time
on stage seven to snatch the
lead, while Newton drove
his 1400cc machine flat out
to leapfrog Cogger. Thomas
just held off King at the end,
while Newton set two third-
fastest times to take the
final podium spot. Cogger
dropped time on the last run
but stayed ahead of Page,
while former Vauxhall
Astra driver Mewett
was sixth on his debutina
rear-wheel-drive Escort.
Results
1 Dean Thomas/Richard Knowlton (Davrian
Dav-Tec) 39m 50s; 2 Paul King/Alicia Miles (Escort
Mk2) +6s; 3 Christopher Newton/Anthony Newton
(Vauxhall Nova); 4 Stuart Cogger/Ade Summers
(Ford Escort Mk2); 5 Martin Page/Hugh Holdaway
(Ford Escort); 6 Tim Mewett/Liz Jordan (Ford
Escort Mk2); 7 Richard Weaver/James Pink
(Ford Escort Mk1); 8 Kevin Jones/Lee Jones
(Ford Escort Mk1); 9 Roland Brown/Terry Luckings
(Ford Escort Mk1); 10 Abi Mahmood/ Colin Felstead
(Fiat Stilo Abarth). Classes, A: Newton/ Newton;

B: Thomas/ Knowiton; C: Cogger/Summers;
D: King/ Miles; E: Nigel Mummery/ Fiona Scarrett
(Ford RS200); F: Jones/Jones.
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GLASHOF THE

Platoand Turkington signup for TeamBMR’s titleambition

P

BY MATT]JAMES
DEPUTY EDITOR

he British Touring
Car Championship
will welcome the
nearestthingtoa
supergroup this
season. Team BMR
hasassembled a
title-winning driverlineupanda
serious amount of engineering
noustoannounce itsarrival in

the BTCC’s top flight.

The constituent parts of asupergroup
don’tjust consist of thetalented front
men, and that is the case with Team
BMR’sline-upfor the 2015 British
Touring Car Championship season too.

Signingreigning champion Colin
Turkington and Jason Plato, the most
successful man inthe BTCC in terms of
race wins, isa coup in itself. They will line
up in VW Passatsalongside Aron Smith
and team owner Warren Scott for the new
campaign, but thereisacertain strength
indepth that makes this outfiteven
stronger. Behind the men at the wheel,
therearenew recruits Kevin Berry
(who comes from title winner WSR and
engineered Turkington to his eight
victories in 2014 and has worked with
Plato before) and Carl Faux, the former
Triple Eight Racingtechnical director
who engineered Plato to runner-up slot
inthe 2014 contest. The headlines will,no
doubt, be stolen by the drivers, but the
underpinnings behind their success is
equally as vital.

Attracting Platoand Turkingtonisa
signal of intentfor team owner Warren
Scott, who has invested heavily in his
operation and in the BTCC. The team was
adoublerace winner in2014 with Aron

Smith, butnow he wants to take the next
stage. For him, gatheringsuch a strong
crew together is pivotal to show the world
justhow seriously he takes the operation.
Hehopesit will be the first step towards
landingamanufacturer deal in the future.

“Gettinga works deal would be theend
goalforus and Ithink what we have here
isthefirststep towardsachievingthat,”
explains former motorcycleracer Scott.
“We have spent money, but we are here for
thelongterm. What Alan Gow has put
together with the BTCC is the perfect
platform for any business model, and
notjustontheracingsideof things. The
modelisthere, and thefutureisstrong,
and you have to invest in a strong future.

“I'have found in business with most
of thethingsthatIhave donethatif you
investand spend the money in theright
areas, then itdoes work out. That isthe
philosophy we have-you canseeitinthe
drivers we have, the staff we haveand the
engineers we are employing.”

Tying up Turkington and Plato was
notan easy task, but the timingfell right
forboth topair up together.

Plato wasatthe end of athree-year deal
with MG, while Turkington wasleft out
inthe cold at WSR when theteam’s
backer, eBay Motors, pulled the pluglast
December. Butthefact thatboth have
cometoBMR’sdoor isaresounding
endorsement of the enthusiasm that
Scotthashad.

Platosaysit was Scott’s vision, which
issomething shared by the double
champion, that meant he was tempted
tojoin. “Thefirstappealing thingabout
thisdeal isthat the Passat is inherently
agood package. Interms of thenutsand
bolts, itisa strongcar. The second thing is
thatthere are the right people involved in
theprojectand they will helpturnitintoa
regular winner. But probably the biggest
thing was Warren’sambition. He wants to

bethedefactoteaminthe BTCCinterms
of the way the team operates, the staff
thatthey have, the drivers—he wantsto
winandheknowsthat in ordertowin,
investment hastobe made. Heisnotshy
of thatand I honestly think heisanew
breed of team owner.”

Aswell asfeeling extremely comfortable
with his choice of drivefor2015, Plato
islookingforward to goingup against
Turkington, who won the mostraces
lastterm. “There isnodoubt that Colin is
aworld classdriver and he will beright up
there. A greatdriver isa greatdriver,no
matter whatthe carissohe willbe onthe
button. He will be fastand that is what we
want. We want both him and I at the sharp
end tradinglap times and trading places,
because ultimately that is what will help
push the whole thing forwards.”

There will be no secrets kept, either.
Inan efforttomake the whole operation
progressas quickly aspossible, all the
drivers will work together. “Ithastobe
like that to help everyone,” adds Plato.
“Thaveneverdriven inateam when it
hasnotbeenlike that—apartfrom the odd
occasion with Yvan Muller-andIcan’t
imaginebeing in ateam that operates that
way. Ithas got to be transparent and [Colin]
willdothings thatIwilllearnfromand
viceversa. That is good for everyone.”

It waslookinglike Turkington could
havebeen left out in the BTCC wilderness
again after claimingthe crown, justlike
hehad been when helifted hisfirst title
in2009. Butalong-standingrelationship
with Scott-Turkington drove one of his
carsinatestatthe endof 2013—finally
borefruit. For the Northern Irishman,
itwasthetechnical back-up that helped
swingthedeal.

“Having my engineer Kevin Berry there
wasasignificant draw for me,” explains
the 32-year-old. “He was the one piece of
thepuzzle thatI wanted.Ilike the idea of

Best of rivals: the pair
fought out the 2009 title

havingthat consistency with my
engineers. Goingtoanew team isalways
goingtobe very challengingbuthavinga
good ally there in your corner willmakea
bigdifference. He went there at the end of
the season, so we both understand the big
project that weare undertakingand there
isalotof work that hasbeen done, and
still there isalot more work tobe done
ontheengineeringside. We haven’t
underestimated the challenge.

“There isnothingthat beats experience,
and Kev has front-wheel-drive experience
with NGTC carsfrom histimeat Triple
EightRacingand hasrear-wheel-drive
experiencefrom WSR and, most
importantly, he knows whatI1like from
acar. Withanew engineer, it can be hard
totranslate what you like and what you
feel but, with Kevin, I can hopefully take
some steps forward pretty quickly.”

AsforfacinguptoPlato, renowned as
one of thetoughestmenonthe BTCCgrid,
Turkington isready for battle—although
heknows he might have some ground to
make up intheearly part of the season.

“If you’d have told me at thelastround
of last year thatI would have beenlining
up alongside Jason this season, I would
havelaughed at you.Iwouldn’thave taken
youseriously butithashappened,” he
muses. “Jason isafront-wheel-drive
touring car specialistand Iam arear-
wheel-drive touring car specialist sothere
isalotthatIhavetolearnfromboth Jason
and Aron. I hope with the combination of
drivers, we can move the car up the road
pretty quickly. Iamnot goingto BMR just
totryandbeat Jason. That isone part of
it,butitisnotallof it.lTamjustgoingto
gothere, work hard and domy best.”

Anddoingitsbestis whatthe BMR
team will be striving for this season.

With the strength of the ingredientsit
hasthrown into the mixingpot, its best
could well be good enough.

Kevin Berry has joined
the BMR crew from WSR

THE PROS AND CONS

Jason Plato

Age:47 Lives: Oxford
Pros:Alwaysinthe mixatthe
end of the year; has experience
at galvanising teams; huge
draw with the public; qualifying
pace; racecraft
Cons:Hungerto win can put
himin risky situations (although
has calmed this down recently);
cangetdrawninto spats with
otherracers; can get wound
up easily with any perceived
advantage forrival cars

Colin
Turkington
Age:32 Lives: Portadown,
Northernlreland

Pros: Blinding speed; clean
and precise racer; knows how
to build achampionship points
tally; technical feedback; fitness
Cons:Hasonlyreally
experienced success with

Dick Bennetts at WSR; can

be seen as a soft touch by feisty
rivals; needs to raise his profile
with the general public

“We want
the BTCC

title”

WARREN _ 9y
SCOTT
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WHENTHEBTCC

STARS COLLIDE...

Jason Plato and Yvan Muller
- VXRacingVauxhall Astra Coupe, 2001
This was the mother and father of all fall-outs
and Plato and Muller came to blows on the track.
Following an acrimonious team orders row in 2000,
there was bad blood and they took lumps out of
each otherin 2001. It all came down to Brands
Indy and, as Muller's car caught fire following an
off in the treacherous conditions, Plato bagged
second place inthe last race and the title.

James Thompson

andYvan Muller
VXRacingVauxhall Astra Coupe, 2002-2004
There is something of an urban legend in the BTCC,
never confirmed nor denied by anyone, that Triple
Eight had a contract clause somewhere that Muller
was the chosen driver.

No nonsense Yorkshire ,} f\

man Thompson wouldn'’t : _*

have cared if there was,

because he only drives

one way. lt was one-one = ‘
interms of titles going in
tothe very lastrace in 2004 at Donington, and the
pair were nose-to-tail battling it out for the crown.
Muller won but Thompson, who was trailing in third,
needed the fastest lap point to nick the crown. He
didit—and put one over on the Frenchman by a
single point.

Jason Plato and
James Thompson
SEAT Sport UKSEAT Leon, 2006
Thompson was only recruited for half a season, as
TALE OF THETAPE he was spending the rest of his time campaigning a

How the champions compare... Leon in the World Touring Car Championship. He

TURKINGTON VS alternated the drive with Darren Turner. Thompson
275 STARTS took part in six meetings and won three rounds —but
2002 DEBUT 1997 even though he and Plato are mates, they couldn't
2 TITLES 2 help tripping over each other at the final meeting at
32 WINS 88 Silverstone in October. But by that stage, Plato’s
11.64 WIN PERCENTAGE 19.34 slimtitle hopes had faded anyway.
2164 POINTS 4067
92 PODIUMS 194
. & 34 FASTESTLAPS 79 and Matt Neal
Plato and Turkington will k- : 12 POLES (fromtimed session) 47 VXRacingVauxhallVectra, 2008-2009
join Scott (c) at Team BMR / Neal was prised away from the family-run Team
3 : 1 J Dynamics with a big money offer from Vauxhall to

join the reigning champion Giovanardiin the Triple
Eight-operated squad. Giovanardiwent on to score

W back-to-back crownsin 2008, but Neal struggled

tofifth with only one

Number of wins win —although his points i i !- ],

Fabrizio Giovanardi

This is how the two drivers have stacked up against each other since they firstraced on track together

s TUIKINGHON s Plato inthe season helped secure the

makes’ and teams’
crown for VX Racing.
Neal only won oncein
2009 too and finished
fourthin the points, one
place behind his Italian partner — although the team
repeated its sweep of silverware

Matt Neal and
Gordon Shedden
HondaYuasaRacing Honda Civic, 2012-2014
When Neal took the crown ahead of Sheddenin
2011, he looked apologetic. He knew that his team-
mate's time was coming. So it provedin 2012, when
the duo fought out a battle. It was the Honda pair
and Plato who went toe-to-toe in the showdown,
with Shedden prevailing by over 20 points

Despite a hat trick in the final meeting
of the season at Brands Hatch, Plato is
unable to knock Turkington off top spot
in the battle for the crown

—_
(2]
P4

2nd |

3rd-+

4th-|

5th |

After a partial campaign in the WTCC and the Swedish
series, Turkington returns to the BTCC with WSR and is f=——
a race winner almost immediately. Goes in to the last
round in with a shot, but is ruled out after a crash

CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION

6th |

Turkington

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 fends off Plato

BTCC SEASON




22 FEBRUARY 18 2015 motorsport-news.co.uk

Ogier makes it two, but only just after a late mistake denies Mikkelsen a maiden win

ebastien Loeb comingback
foraMonte thriller, the
world’s biggest car maker
confirming its World Rally
Championshipreturn;the
startto2015couldn’t get
any better. Then Rally
Sweden happened. Sublime? Nah,

it was way better than that.

Ithad aSwede winningstage one, fora
start,as WRC2 star Pontus Tidemand made
themost of anearly start positiononthe
Karlstad superspecial to win the opener.

Didthatmean it wasn’tgoingtobeasbad
as Sebastien Ogier feared runningfirston
theroad? Time would tell. Popping over the
border for a Norwegian Friday, Ogier drove
likeahero through the first morningand
led by nine seconds.

The Frenchman was quietly satisfied with
whathe’d achieved, butatthe sametime he
was well aware of what wastocome. The
crispicesurfacethatthe 1536 studs beneath
his Volkswagen had happily grabbed hold
of would be gone astherest of the WRC
runners and the Rally Sweden Historic
cars came through, tochew theroad up.

Had it beenan advantage tobefirstin? “I
don’tknow if it wasanadvantage, butIdon’t
think it wasadisadvantage,” he smiled.

Atthatpoint, Jari-Matti Latvala was
hisnearest challenger, but the Finn was
struggling tofind confidence in his car
inanythingbut the super-quick sections.

Latvala’s cause was about to be helped
by awiper problem, which limited Ogier’s
visibility in the afternoon. Worse was to
come after the bonnet flew up and cracked
the bottom left of the screen. Butstill, Ogier
stayed out from. With one Friday stage
remaining, he was2.9s clear of Latvala.

Remaining in Volkswagen’s 2014
specification car, Andreas Mikkelsen wasa
further 8.6s down, with Mads Ostberg still
gatheringhisthoughts after puttinghis
Citroen off theroad toavoid an inebriated
spectator who decided to walk acrossthe
stage at precisely the wrong moment.

Hewas 15.6sbehind his Norwegian
countryman, but 11 of thosehad been lost
avoidingthetanked-upfan.

Thierry Neuville hadn’thad the best of days.
His Hyundai’s gearbox was struggling to cope
with the wheelspin and not selectingratios
cleanly. Otherwise, he was doingall he could.

“Itiswhatitis,” hesaid withashrugat
lunchtime. “Iam pushingand some of the
time we are in the ditch. We could maybe go
two secondsfaster, but then we could also
beevenmoreintheditch...”

Neuville hoped for more consistency from
the surface as the day wore on. He got more
thanthat.

Mikkelsen moves ahead
Second time through Torsby turned the rally
onitshead.

Anhour orsoafter crossing the border
back into Sweden, leader Ogier careered into
ajunction way too quickly. A last-minute grab
of thehandbrake got the car turned in with

Neuville’s i20 beat issues to lead mid-rally

the apex almost taken backwards. A right-
rear impact with the snowbank fired the
front-right of the car intothe bank. Last year,
he spentfour minutes digging his Volkswagen
out, thistime it was only 30 seconds. But it was
enough tochange thingsup.

Twominutesbehind himontheroad-and
unbeknown to him-Latvalahad taken the
lead. Withnosplitsand no idea of thefate that
hadbefallen his VW team-mate, Latvalakept
onpushing.

Too quick intoafastright-one of thefinal
cornersof theday-hetoowaspinged intoa
ditch intrue Swedish style.

Latvalakept the throttle wide open, hoping,
praying that his Michelins would find some
leverage. They didn’t. His extraction took
eightminutes.

“I'think,” Latvala said solemnly, “Tam
thefirst victim of therulechangesforthe
splittimes.”

Naturally, he accepted the blame and
offered a very lengthy, detailed and worthy
explanation of how he’d ended up dropping
39placesin9.18 miles. Butitmadelittle
difference. Not even the solace of amuch
improved place on theround threeroad in
Mexico cameasany consolation at this point.

So, step forward Mikkelsen.

Hisface was apicture when he was informed
of hisP1statusattheendof theday. “OK,” he
smiled, “thatmakes it more interesting.”

By thetimehereached Karlstad for the
Friday night superspecial, he’d had achance
tothink more about it. And hedecided not to
think about it.

“Idid thatlastyear,” hesaid. “Ithoughttoo
much and it wasamistake. 'mnot goingtodo
thatagain.I’'mjustgoingtodriveasfastasI
can. There’sstillahell of alongwaytogo.”

Neuville was 19.1sbehind in second, Ostberg
another0.3sdown onhimand Ogier 5.3saway
from the podium and 24.7s off the front. Who
was the one Mikkelsen would be watching?

“Sebnever givesup,” hesaid with a smile.

But Ogier would remainfirston theroad on
day twoand, with the temperature warming
further, the Swedish stages offered his studs
little of theicy bite they’d enjoyed across
theborder 24 hoursearlier.

MikKkelsen was bangon it through
Fredriksberg,nudging hislead towards the
half-minute mark. Buthe wasrightabout
Ogier, who hitback with abrace of scratch
times of hisown in the nexttwo, easinghis
way past Ostbergand Neuville.

A spin from MikKkelsen in the most
inconvenient of sectionsin Vargasen cost
him 16s. “Icouldn’tget it turned around,” he
said. “Wehad to go about 50 metres back up
theroadtofind somewheretoturn. It wasn’t
exactly calm inthe caratthat point.”

The podium fight was now a three-way
scrap, however, after Ostberg clobbered a
bank in SS11 and knocked the left-rear tyre
clean off the rim. Fourth beckoned.

Neuville flies

Neuville would not be budged quite so easily.
Justashehad the day before, his speed built
onamore consistent surface in the afternoon.
Ashehad inthemorning, Neuville took two
spares and fitted new covers for the final stage
of theday. In Vargasen, second time through,
he putthem to very good use and flew. He
certainly flew at Colin’s Crest—thelegendary
jumpnamed after McRae. In terms of miles
perhour, thei20just made use of athird
figure on the speedo in time for wheels up.

Forty-four metres of Sweden were
untouched before helanded.

“Itwasabitof astruggletogetitaround
thenext corner,” smiled Neuville. “It wasa
bitloose, but wemadeit.”

Andhebarelylifted to the finish.

Fastest. Thenewleader-butnot withouta
word from his co-driver Nicolas Gilsoul.

“Hetold metocalm itdownalittle bit,” said
theleader. “We wereflat out in a place which
was maybenot soflat out. We touched [the
banks]acouple of timesandhe told me. It
wasa good idea from him!It’s good to be here.

LT RN

RALLY SWEDEN ESSENTIALS

Date:February 12-15
Base:Karlstad
Weather: Snow,
compacted ice, buta
tad warmer than usual
attwo degrees. Still
needed thermals
though... Distance:

KARLSTAD

- = =

190.18 competitive ; e
miles, 895 total miles 1

Runningfive ontheroad, wenever had the
road perfect, but we alsodidn’thave it so
bad. We saw the condition got worse in the
morning, butimprove in the afternoon-1I
would say it was more orless equal forusall.
ButIamtheonly one whodidn’t make the
mistake yet. OK, some small things which
maybe cost 15 seconds or something, but
nothingbig.”

Butcould he win? Would herisk everything
forthe win?

“IThaven’tdecided yet,” helied.

Of courseitwasall ornothing. And, at
the end of day press conference, he’d come
tohissenses: “Iwantto win thisrally.”

Interestingly, Neuville identified Mikkelsen
asthebigthreat, feelinghe could manage
Ogier with 9.6s in hand and just shy of 30
mileslefttorun.

Like Latvala on thefirst day, Mikkelsen
felthis Polo wasn’t playingball in the
twisty sections on Saturday, so he elected
tochangetherear differential on his car
overnight. “I'llgoback to the settings Tused

lastyear,” he said. “I know they worked.”

Ogier wasn’t overly concerned about the gap
between him and Neuville. They were in the
same ballpark. And, crucially, the playing
field in that ballpark would be level on Sunday.

“Iexpectequal conditions with the guy I
amfightingwith,” said Ogier. “SoIamvery
happy forthat.”

Final showdown
And so, to Sunday. Ogier was fastest on
the opener, while Neuville’s progress
was hampered by an intercom problem.
Mikkelsen admitted he might have been
too cautious in the quick stuff through
Lesjofors, but his time was still good
enough tomove himback to thelead.
Despite winning the stage, Ogier remained
third, butnot forlong. Fastestin SS20, he
eased his way past Neuville and narrowed
the gap totheleader tojust three seconds.
With one stage remaining, the top three
were split by just4.6s.
But before they could get stuck into the

second running of Ve
was a trip back to Hag
merely heightened tt
somewhat inevitably
Volkswagens now ru

Neuvilledid his bes
games, announcing:
now, they have the pr
difficult, but if Thave
thenIam happy todo

Andback to your co

And Ogier and Mik
sides of the Volkswag
leader wentintothet
relaxed with hisman
and family, while Ogi
inthe team’s technic:

When it came to bol
cars, it seemed Volks
information pact mig
asboth sets of mecha
did theirbittohide w

When Ogier depart
engineer Gerard Jan




‘A fastest time was
an achievement’

Meeke’s run rated, p25
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SS1SSSKarlstad 1 (1.18 miles)
Fastest: Tidemand 1m32.1s
Leader: Tidemand

Second: Ostberg +0.3s
SS2Torsby 1 (9.32miles)
Fastest: Ogier 8m 36.6s
Leader: Ogier

Second: Latvala+2.0s

rmullsasen, there
fors for service. That
e drama as the focus,
centred onthe

nning one-two.
ttoengage inmind
‘Theroad has changed
assure now. It will be
totake morerisks
that.”

rners.

kelsen went to opposite
ren service park. The
jospitality areaand
agement team, friends
ersatand did thedata
1l area.

tingthe tyresonthe
wagen’s freedom of

'ht have been broken
nics and engineers
hat was goingon.

ed service, hiscar

de Jongh wandered

over to Mikkelsen’s side, but was
immediately hoofed out. He and Richard
Browne, his opposite number on the
Norwegian side of the squad, smiled at
each other. Briefly. Three seconds was the
gap withashadeunder 10 milestorun.

And, 3.5miles in, there wasnothingto
splitthem. Three miles further down the
road and Ogier had stolen 0.6s.

Ogier got to the finish. “Ihave donealll
can,” hesaid,lookingslightly bewildered
ashesoughtnewsof hisrival.

Atjustthat moment, Mikkelsen was being
dugout. The dream was dashed. First was
now just third, with Neuville moving back
up to second place.

Mikkelsen was stunned at the finish and
devastated in service.

Ogier’s genuine and heartfelt plaudits
meantlittle to the man who had come so
closeto hismaiden WRC victory.

Butyou couldn’t take it away from Ogier.
He was magnificent. Again.

Continued on page 24

SS3Rojden 1 [Sweden-Norway]
(11.81 miles)

Fastest: Ogier9m59.4s

Leader: Ogier

Second: Latvala+7.8s

SS4 Finnskogen 1 [Norway]
(13.05miles)
Fastest:Latvala11m03.1s
Leader: Ogier

Second: Latvala+6.2s

$S5 Kirkenaer 1 [Norway]
(4.45miles)

Fastest: Ogier5m 26.7s
Leader: Ogier
Second:Latvala+9.1s

$56 Kirkenaer 2 [Norway]
(4.45miles)

Fastest: Protasov5m 34.4s
Leader: Ogier

Second: Latvala+3.3s

SS7Finnskogen 2 [Norway]
(13.05miles)
Fastest:Latvala 11m 04.3s
Leader: Ogier

Second: Latvala+1.0s

SS8Rojden 2 [Sweden-Norway]
(11.81miles)

Fastest: Mikkelsen 10m01.1s
Leader: Ogier

Second: Latvala+2.9s

SS9Torsby2 (9.32miles)
Fastest: Neuville 8m 40.4s
Leader: Mikkelsen
Second: Neuville +19.7s

$510SSS Karlstad 2 (1.18 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 1m 34.5s

Leader: Mikkelsen

Second: Neuwvile +19.1s

SS11Fredriksberg1(11.28 miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 10m 33.9s
Leader: Mikkelsen

Second: Neuville +27.3s

SS12Rammen 1 (14.14 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 11m 36.5s
Leader: Mikkelsen

Second: Ogier+22.7s

SS13Hagfors Sprint1 (1.16 miles)
Fastest: Ogier Im51.2s

Leader: Mikkelsen

Second: Ogier+20.8s

SS14Vargasen1 (15.30 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 13m34.1s
Leader: Mikkelsen

Second: Ogier+1.7s

$S15Fredriksberg? (11.28miles)
! Ogier’s late charge earned E:::;:ﬁ:‘ﬂﬁﬁ;i!i; Om27.6s

win after Mikkelsen’s error Second: Neuville +8.7s

SS16 Rammen2 (14.14 miles)

VW'’s Ogier consoles Mikkelsen

Fastest: Meeke 11m 38.5s
Leader: Mikkelsen
Second: Neuville +6.7s

$S17Hagfors Sprint2 (1.16 miles)
Fastest: Kubica 1m57.1s
Leader: Mikkelsen

Second: Neuville +7.3s

SS18Vargasen2 (15.30 miles)
Fastest: Neuville 13m 24.4s
Leader: Neuvile

Second: Mikkelsen+1.5s

S$S19 Lesjofors (9.32 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 9m 05.8s
Leader: Mikkelsen

Second: Neuville +3.8s

$S20Varmullsasen 1(9.86 miles)
Fastest:Latvala8m 14.1s
Leader: Mikkelsen

Second: Ogier +3.0s

S$S21Varmullsasen2
(Power Stage) (9.86 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 8m 05.6s
Leader: Ogier

Second: Neuville +6.4s
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“Why should Rally
Sweden need to
head to the north?’

o north. Two words

the organisers of Rally
Sweden mustbe sick
and tired of hearing. But,
as temperaturesrefused
to head south of zero,
they came out again last week.

This time, though, the north-sayers were
wrong. The rally worked perfectly. No stages
were lost, no grumbling done. And, let's face
it, two degrees with a dollop of wind chill's not
exactly balmy is it. | willadmit, though, | was
disappointed. | came, like | always come, for
the drama of minus 20 and the feeling of my
eyes freezing shut.

That didn't happen. So, conversations began
among the drivers and team principals about
what should be done. For the first time, | felt
there was genuine sympathy with the rally
organisers, rather than frustration at their
event letting the WRC down. The drivers were
content with the ice on the roads. OK, the
snowbanks became increasingly fragile as the
event progressed, but as M-Sport's Malcolm
Wilson said, that added to the challenge.

“Ifyou come here,’ said Wilson, “and drive
in minus 20 with plenty of snow, you have
rock-solid snow banks, perfectice and great
conditions. It's alot easier to drive in that
weatherthanitisin this. It's right for people to
say thisisn't the same challenge, it's a bigger
challenge because you have to try and manage
the studsin the tyre and you have to be neat
and precise;you daren't lean on the banks in
case they collapse and pull you into aditch.”

Friday's Norwegian stages were better
because they are further north and run at
higher altitude. So, if Norway enjoyed better
conditions, why not revamp Rally Norway?

Trouble s, there's just not the appetite fora
WRC roundin Norway there once was. When
the Hamar-based event ran for the second and
finaltime in 2009, it ran with the fanfare, bells
and whistles of an event teeming with solid
government and regional support. But the
books didn’t balance and we didn't go back.

Rally Swedenis a conservative, sensible
eventthat knows its place, its fiscal position
anddoesn'ttry to be anythingit's not. It'sa
well-run economically viable rally that delivers a
fascinating sporting contest. Sweden should
be congratulated for making a great rally out of
limited resources, both natural and pecuniary.

And, forthose pointing the eventin the
direction of Kiruna, Sweden’s northernmost
town (100 miles inside the arctic circle, great
roads, more snow than you could imagine
and, as| sit here, temperatures dropping near
minus15), you might like to know that all that
glittersis not gold. Kiruna's in danger of sinking
into its own iron ore mines. A move there could,
quite literally, sink the Swedish without a trace.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) ) ¢
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RALLY ESSENTIALS

Dayone:77.39 miles;

10 stages

Weather: overcast, —3 to 4 celsius

B WRC2 driver Pontus Tidemand leads in his
Ford Fiesta R5 after the Karlstad superspecial
on Thursday night.

B Sebastien Ogier is fastest on the first two
forest stages to move into animmediate lead
over team-mate Jari-Matti Latvala. Windscreen
wiper problem costs him time in SS6, but top
three turned upside down in Torsby where
the top two go off the road.

M Andreas Mikkelsen hits the front at the end of
Torsby, holdinga 19.1slead over Hyundai's
Thierry Neuville, who benefits from both the
Ogier and Latvala Polos spending time in
asnowbank.

M Mads Ostbergis the lead Citroen in third place,
but the recent Rally Finnskog winner is left
furious by a drunken spectator wandering
down the middle of the road on the second run
through Rojden. The Norwegian goes off the
road to avoid the chap and drops 11 seconds
inthe process.

M Stages seven and eight are not the best for
the top Brits as both Kris Meeke and Elfyn
Evans spendtime in the snowbankand rule
themselves out of potential end of day top fives.

B Arear differential problem leaves Robert
Kubica's Ford Fiesta RS WRC in front-wheel
drive only for the last couple of stages, while
Hyundainew boy Kevin Abbring enjoys a
baptism of fire when he went into a snowbank
on the first stage proper. Thereafter the
Dutchman impresses hugely on his snow
rally and World Rally Car debut.

End ofdayone

1 Mikkelsen/ Floene 1h 14 m03.8s; 2 Neuville/ Gilsoul +19.1s;

3 Ostherg/Andersson +19.4s; 4 Ogier/ Ingrassia +24.Ts;

5 Tanak/Molder +1m 06.2s; 6 Paddon/Kennard +1m 37.1s.

Day two:83.77 miles;

8 stages

Weather:overcast—2to 3 celsius

B Mikkelsen leads all day until the final test, where
Neuville steals the advantage with a superb
effort through the final Vargasen stage.

M On his way to the front of the field, Neuville's
Hyundai breaks the record for the Colin's Crest
jump as he leaps and lands a 44-metre flight —
take off speedis 101mph.

M Ogier remains at the front of the field courtesy
of this year's new rules and is frustrated by the
state of the road in Fredriksberg — especially
after the historic cars have been through
between the two world championship runs.

Bl Ostberg's hopes of remaining in the podium
fight disappear when he clobbers the left-rear
of his DS 8 WRC in the morning. The resultant
puncture costs him 40 seconds and confines
himtofourth.

M Evans and Meeke continue to level their
learning curves, with increased pace from
lastyear. Both rue the time they spentin
snowbanks the day before. Meeke and
Kubica both settheirfirst-ever fastest time
onasnow rally round of the WRC.

M Petter Solberg wins the Rally Sweden Historic
forthe third yearin succession. The two-time
FIA World champion uses a Ford Escort Mkl
to take three minutes out of an Audi quattro A1
in80miles...

End of day two:

1 Newille/ Gilsoul 2h29m54.5s; 2 Mikkelsen/ Floene +1.5s;

3 Ogier/ Ingrassia +9.6s; 4 Ostberg/Andersson +53.4s;

5 Tanak/ Molder +1m 29.2s; 6 Paddon/ Kennard +2m 35.7s.

Day three:29.02 miles;

3 stages

Weather: overcast 2 to —3 celsius

B Ogier wins epic three-way final-stage fight
to take 28 points from Sweden.

M Evans tops the all-Brit battle for sixth place
courtesy of aminor Meeke mistake onthe
final stage.

M Ostbergis the biggest top 10 mover on the last
day. Unfortunately for the DS 3 driver, it's in the
wrong direction as he spends more than five

minutes stuck in a Lesjofors snowbank.

REPORT
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Evans grabbed a
fine sixth late on

The battle behind
Aweek onfromwinningRally
Finnskog, Ostberg’s Sunday
afternoon demeanour wasrather
darker asheheaded back acrossthe
border and home to Norway. He could
have won thisone and, perhaps,
should have won this one. Heneeded
acleanbreak from any lingering
miseryfromatroubled 2014anda
second career WRC victory would
have donejust that. Fourth simply
didn’thave the sameringasfirst, but
it wasa considerable improvement
on the 10th he ended up with after
heburied the Citroen in the snow
onthefinal day’s opener.

That mistake allowed Ott Tanak
intofourth, richly deserved following
an exceptionally maturedrive
through the weekend for M-Sport.

Paddon got his best fin 'i

s

Paddon’s high five
DaniSordo’sseat in the number eight
Hyundaii20 WRChad thelook of a
poisoned chalice as Hayden Paddon
madehis way through Friday. Sordo’s
set-up had been cemented for some
time when he fell off his mountain
bike and opened the door for the
Kiwi-thespecification stays for
Mexicoand Argentina, courtesy of
transmission pairingregulations.
Paddon couldn’t getto grips with it.
The SouthIslander drives his
cars straight, while Sordo prefers
adegreeortwo of angleattheapex.
Theteamdid all it could with the
car,butthistime it was the driver
who would have to give. “Ichanged
my drivingstyle,” said Paddon, “but
itwasn’teasy. Startingtothrow the
caratthe corners in these kind of
conditionscanbequitearisky
business. But we managed it.
Thiswasall we coulddo here.”
However, ‘allhe could do’ was better
thanhe’d ever managed before in his
WRC career. Hisfifth place wasn’ta
bad way to open his 2015 account.
Hyundai’sthird car—inthe hands
of Kevin Abbring for the firsttime—
was alsodelivered to thefinish full of
experience. Abbringbroke both his
snow rally and World Rally Car duck
with 11th place overall. Heand

Ketomaa masters Swedish snow

JariKetomaa isnotaman tobe often
irked, but that question definitely
gothisgoat. A Swedish reporter
asked if hethoughthischances of
WRC2 success on Rally Sweden had
been helped when Swede Pontus
Tidemand went off on day one.

No, wasthe answer. Withno
further explanation offered.

Ketomaadid everythingrightin
the snow; his Ford FiestaR5didn’t
missabeatand the DMACK tyres
worked atreat.

No, it would take more than
jingoistic inquisition to castapall
over the celebrations of Ketomaa
and co-driver Kaj Lindstrom.

Undoubtedly, Tidemand’s five-
minuteattendance ina Finnskogen
snowbank eased stresslevels around
the Drive DMACK team, but
Ketomaa was already 13 seconds
clear when the former Junior WRC
champion’s Fiesta went off.

“Ipushed hard on thatfirstloop,”
said Ketomaa. “OK, norisks, but
we were pushing. After that, it was

about controlling therally. Last year
was a tough one for us—we couldn’t
keepthestudsinthetyres. Thistime
it was much more straightforward.”
Eyvind Brynildsen (Citroen DS 3
R5), Valeriy Gorban (MiniJohn
Cooper Works) and Fredrik Ahlin
(FiestaR5)wereall in the frame for
the other podium positions, while
Anders Grondal’s hopes were
dashed when he went off the
road on the openingday.
Gorbanruled himself outof the
class podium fight when he ditched
the Mini in Vargasenfirsttime
through on Saturday. When Gorban
did eventually returnto theroad, he
didsorightinfrontof Ahlin, much
tothe Swede’sannoyance—andat
the costof one minute. Ahlinhadn’t
donehimself any favours, however,
with a spinonthe morning’s opener.
Brynildsen ended theeventa
worthy runner-up, just over half
aminute behind Ketomaa. The
Norwegian had pushed and tried
tochipaway at the gap, buthe was

British co-driver Sebastian Marshall
showed pace and potential aplenty.

Brits fight on
Goingintothefinal stage,just1.4s
separated Elfyn Evans’ Fiesta from
Kris Meeke’s DS 3. Ahead of SS21,
Ralioreporter Emyr Penlan did his
besttokeephisinterview unbiased,
endinghisdiscussion with the
Dungannon man by saying:
“Hopeitgoeswell...”

Cameraoff... “Justnot too well!”

Itdidn’t. Meeke touched a
snowbank, got pulled into the
white stuff, buried the throttle and
emerged again. Relieved, but11.4s
slower than his Welshrival. Seventh
placebeckoned.

Bothruedlengthier staysinthe
snow on the opening day, without
which they could have been fourth
andfifth. Evans’ increased pace drew
praiseacrosstheboard and even
the usually humble man himself
accepted he hadn’tdone abadjob.

“I’'mpretty pleased with what
we’vedone,” he smiled. “We’ve found
some consistency and some speed on
thissurface. That’s good.”

Fiestatime
Justbehind the British pair, Martin
Prokop and Yuriy Protasov guided

their Ford Fiesta RS WRCs to eighth
andninth places respectively. Prokop
was another victim of Torsby’s
thirstiest spectator on Friday night
and, inavoiding thefella, the Czech
driver damaged his car’s gearbox.
Butitwasamomentonthe
penultimate stage, when he landed
the Fiesta on its side, that cost him
most dearly, dropping him from
sixth toeighth place.

Protasov had shown massive
speed during the recce -being
caught above the 70kph (43mph)
limit 18 times! The Ukranian
maintained that pace intothe
stages and collected his first-ever
WRC scratch time on Saturday’s
first run through Hagfors.

Robert Kubica’s eventual
classification in 20th position
bearsnoresemblance to the speed
he showed through the rally. The
improvement in the Pole’s pace was
nightand day from this event last
year, but his hopes were dashed by
abroken driveshaft on Friday -
leaving his LOTOS-backed car in
front-wheel drive for much of the
rerun day one action. He was then
saddled with a five-minute penalty
for the final day, on discovery that
his turbo had been over-boosting,
albeit for a split-second. ®

UPPORTS|

g
s

JariKetomaa enjoyed a straightforward run to grab WRC2 laurels

aware the man out front held all
theaces and settled for second.
Gorbanrecovered tothird, with
Saudistar Yazeed Al-Rajhian
impressivefourth, having come
straight to the snow from Qatar.
Citroen DS3R3driver Ole
Christian Veiby continued his
impressiverookie season in the
WRC3series. The 19-year-old son of

Andreas Mikkelsen’s manager
backed up histhird in classon the
openinground in Monte Carlo with
hismaiden class win in the snow.
However, he was the sole WRC3
entry in Sweden.

Twelve monthsago, Ketomaa
wasapictureof dejection, having
missed outof victory by 2.3stoKarl
Kruuda. Thismore than atoned.
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SEBASTIEN OGIER

VOLKSWAGEN

Outbraking himself into
onejunction aside, this was
the perfectrally for Ogier.
Rattled by the running order
row, he keptallid on his
emotions and then let

rip with the perfect
powerstage, breaking his
team-mate’s heartand
showed why he's champion.

KRIS MEEKE
CITROEN

Made up for his Finnskogen
mistake with the perfect run
and afastest time — quite

an achievement for only his
second ever snow rally —
onday two. Closed on Evans’
M-Sport Ford, but just missed
out on sixth place when he
clipped asnowbankinthe
powerstage finale.

OTT TANAK
M-SPORT

It'samark of the esteem
that Tanakis now held
thatall the frontrunners
considered himto be the
major threat at this event.
Dropped it under pressure
onthefirst stage proper,
but afterwards looked
consistent and quick —
just not quick enough.

HYUNDAI

The only one of the leading
drivers who didn’t make
asingle mistake forthe
duration of the event. This
was arguably the Belgian's
finest performanceina
World Rally Car—adrive
worthy of awin. Inthe
endthough, he gotthe
second best thing.

Tanak ended up in fourth place

JARI-MIATTI
LATVALA

ANDREAS VIIKKELSEN

VOLKSWAGEN

Many expected him to

be swept up by Ogier on
Saturday —and aspinin
Vargasen didn't help his
cause. Buthe hung on,
until the final sector of the
whole event, when another
spin dropped him to third
place. Gutted doesn't
come close.

MADS OSTBERG
CITROEN

Lookedacontendercoming
into the event, but knocked a a
tyre off the rim on Saturday

morning and then went off

the road 24 hours later, albeit

while suffering gearbox

issues. Not the Norwegian’'s
finesthouronan event

where he could really have

used with afine hour.

ELFYN EVANS
M-SPORT

Is nine a bit high for a driver
who dropped it on a tight
leftin Rojden? Maybe. Is
nine a bit high for a driver
who showed a bigger
increase in speed than
anybody else in the field?
Notabit. A brilliant

event for the ever rapidly
improving Welshman.

HYUNDAI

Drove superblyinacar
whose set-upwasa
considerable distance
from what he would have
chosen for himself.
Undoubtedly could have
gone harderand faster,

butinstead took the middle
line to gain experience and 1 0/
bagged his best-ever finish. 10

ROBERT

KUBICA
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RESULTS
FIAWorld Rally Championship, round two of 13, Rally Sweden, February 12-15
POS | DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER |CAR | TIME

1 Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Volkswagen PoloRWRC | 2h 55m 30.5s

2 | Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundaii20 WRC +6.4s

3 | Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Ola Floene (NOR) Volkswagen PoloRWRC | +39.8s

4 | OttTanak (EST)/Raigo Molder (EST) Ford FiestaRS WRC +2m 26.0s
5 | Hayden Paddon (NZL)/John Kennard (NZL) Hyundaii20 WRC +3m31.5s
6 | Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) Ford FiestaRS WRC +3m53.0s
7 | Kris Meeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL) Citroen DS 3 WRC +4m 05.8s
8 | Martin Prokop (CZE)/Jan Tomanek (CZE) Ford FiestaRS WRC +4m 26.0s
9 | Yuriy Protasov (UKR)/Pavlo Cherepin (UKR) Ford FiestaRS WRC +5m 32.2s
10 |Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Jonas Andersson (SWE) CitroenDS3WRC +6m50.9s

11 | Kevin Abbring (NED)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR)
12 | Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN)

13 |Henning Solberg (NOR)/Ilka Minor (AUT) Ford FiestaRS WRC +9m 32.7s
14 | JariKetomaa (FIN)/Kaj Lindstrom (FIN) Ford FiestaR5 +9m 36.9s
15 | Eyvind Brynildsen (NOR)/Anders Fredriksson (SWE)| Ford FiestaRRC S2000 | +10m 09.5s

Other notable finishers: 18 Pontus Tidemand (SWE)/Emil Axelsson (SWE) (Ford Fiesta RRC $2000) +13m 20.4s; 20 Robert Kubica (POL)/Maciej
Szczepaniak (POL) (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) +14m 35.4s; 34 Eamonn Boland (IRL)/Michael Morrissey (IRL) (Subaru Impreza N4) +42m 539s.
Starters: 46 Finishers: 40.

Hyundaii20 WRC +7m55.6s
Volkswagen PoloRWRC| +9m 11.9s

Rally Sweden went
by with a big bang

[CHAMPIONSHIRIROINTS]

DRIVERS L

POS | DRIVERS
1 [ Sebastien Ogier
2 | Thierry Neuville 30
= [ Andreas Mikkelsen | 30
4| Jari-Matti Latvala 19
5 | Mads Ostberg 14
= | ElfynEvans 14
7 [ OttTanak 12
8 | Hayden Paddon 10
= | Kris Meeke 10
10 | Dani Sordo 8

Second win keeps
Ogier clear at top

MANUFACTURERS

POS | TEAMS | pTS

Volkswagen's pre-event test was done
onvery fast roads, which left Latvala’s car
working wellin the high-speed, but offered
little confidence in the twisty Norwegian
stages. That paled into insignificance when
he spent eight minutes digging in Torsby.

HYUNDAI

Monumental step forward from last

year, where Kubica only had to look ata
snowbankand he wasin it. This time he
looked quick and consistent. A broken rear
driveshaft and time penalty for a minor turbo
indiscretion cost him a potential top-five.

HISTORICS
PETTER -
SOLBERG 10 10

A couple of visits to the snowbanks are part
and parcel of adriver'sfirst trip to Sweden
and the Dutchman duly obliged. He dealt
magnificently with a deep-end World Rally
Carand snow rally debut — even managing
the odd fastest sector time.

This bit would have been about Petter's
brother if Henning hadn't lost five minutes
and 10 places in Fredriksberg. Solberg the
younger was on spellbinding form to take a
third Historic win in his Ford Escort, ‘edging’
an A1 quattro by just the three minutes. ..

Solbergshone in Escort for Historiclaurels

NEXT

RALLY Py s Ogier?

Who will benefit most
from the running order

1 | Volkswagen Motorsport 68
2 | Hyundai Motorsport 55
3 |M-Sport World Rally Team | 32
= | Citroen Total Abu Dhabi WRT | 20
5 |Volkswagen Motorsport | 15
6 | Jipocar Czech National Team | 10
STAGEWINS IN 2015

POS | DRIVERS | wins

1 | Sebastien Ogier 11

2 | Sebastien Loeb 5
_= | RobertKubica 5

3 | Kris Meeke 4

Fanswere outinforceinSweden

RALLY
MEXICO

IMARCH 5-8
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Focus WRG driver Paul Bird stunned the opposition in the Forest of Dean. By James Bolton
IN BRIEF |

Shoe string fails

Ninth seeds Jim McNeil and Tony
Bassettretired in stage one with a
broken throttle cable on their Subaru
Impreza. They tried to fix itwith a
shoelace but thatdidn’t work.

Welsh title hunt

Subaru Impreza WRC crew Hugh Hunter
and Andy Marchbank took top points in the
MSA Welsh Rally Championship. Bob Ceen
was second and Paul Davy third, both also in
Imprezas. Champion Alex Allingham retired
early on with an alternator failure.

Group Bis back

Many crews reported aboomin
spectator numbers on the stages.

“It was like the Group B days,’ said
co-driver Dan Nieroda. “They were
parting as we approached”” Nieroda
and Jason Morgan finished second in
class B13in their Mitsubishi Lancer E6.

Caution,deer

Aherd of deer nearly halted Mick Quinn

and Neill Carman. The Nissan Micra crew
encountered the mammals late in the rally.
“We had to slow right down and eventually
they moved away,;’ said Quinn. “I nearly hit one
on the Trackrod last year so they must like me.”

Just amoment

Ford Focus WRC crew Peter
Stephenson and Chris Williams

were hampered all day with a poor
intercom system. “It’s very frustrating,’
said Stephenson. “I’ve had more
moments today than 've had in the
last20 years?” They eventually

finished 31stand 12thin class.

Peugeot for MG

Garry Wilson swapped his MG Metro 6R4
for aPeugeot 106 XSi. He and Martin
Haggett finished fourthin Rally First 1.4.
“These cars have a lot of lock;’ said Wilson.
“Soit'sabit ofachallenge. The 6R4 is being
rebuilt. | smashed it at Castle Combe!

Saved by mud

Colliding with amud bank saved the
day for Richard Gemmell and Matt
Beebe. “We went a little wide,’ said
Gemmell, “and there was no grip. Itwas
like ice so we hitthe bank and got stuck.
But fortunately the mud bank keptus
from going down a hill side” They
wenton to finish 100th overall.

Tar switch

lan Barnard has made the switch from Tarmac
rallying and ran his Vauxhall Nova in a forest
forthefirsttime last weekend. He and
co-driver Richard Bonner finished 10th in

the 1400S class. “It's a bit of a culture shock;’
said Barnard. “It's a totally different feel.
We're going to do the new mixed surface
championship thisyear!

Big return

Former Ford Escort Mk1 driver Dylan
Davies returned to the forests for the
firsttime in 18 months last weekend.

He was in a Subaru Impreza with Llion
Williams. “This is the first time I've been
inthe car)’ he said. “I've had some time
out butwe’re here to do the whole of the
BTRDA and the Welsh series?” The crew
were third in class B13 and 17th overall.

Road switch

Road rally crew Sam Davies and Adam
Wilks have converted their Peugeot 205 XS
so thatitcan compete in stage rallies. The
Wyedean was Davies’ second event, and
his first on aforest rally, but they lost drive in
stage seven. Davies said he'll continue to
enter road and endurance rallies this year.

Nobody could live with

Bird’s pace last Saturday

BTRDA ROUND ONE: WY

IRD WALKS
AY.WITHIT

T 'ﬂi‘-‘j et
Cup win from last year’s rally

aul Bird and
co-driver Aled
Daviesfinished
sofarahead

of the pack on
last weekend’s
Wyedean Forest Rally that they
passed thefinal time control,
claimed their trophy and sprayed
their champagne before any of
theother carshad returnedto
thefinish.

It wasadominantdisplay from the
Ford Focus WRC crew and it wasafirm
markerahead of therestof the BTRDA
Rally Series. Bird hadled much of last
year’schampionship butlostoutatthe
finalround. Now he’son amission to
wrap up hisfirst majorrally title.

And what opposition he has. Former
champion Hugh Hunter was present
last weekend, in his Subaru Impreza
WRC, as was Stephen Petch in his
Ford FiestaR5+. Inan S2000-spec
Fiesta was Charlie Payne, and five-time
MSA Asphaltchampion Damian Cole
was inhis Focus WRC. And there was
rapid youngster David Weston in his
Impreza WRC. All werelefttrailing
inBird’sdust.

Ormud... forthis was awet Wyedean.
Itrained through the early hours of
Saturday morningand thatleftthe
stages wet and slick. Itremained cold
throughout the day, but there wasno
furtherrain. Ontheopeningstage
Payne and co-driver Carl Williamson
setablisteringpace. They cleared the
3.26-milesafull 11 secondsfaster than

Photos: Writtle Photographic and KBP Photography

STAGE WINNERS

SS1, Blaze Bailey,
3.26 miles

Charlie Payne/ Carl Williamson
(Ford Fiesta $2000) 3m 01s

$S2, Speech House,
10.56 miles

Paul Bird/Aled Davies
(Ford Focus WRC) 9m 42s

S$83, Trelleck
Common,
2.33miles
Bird/ Davies 2m 24s

S84, Chepstow
Park, 5.58 miles
Bird/ Davies 5m 35s

d SS5,Yorkley,
2.08 miles
Bird/ Davies 1m 52s

S$S6, Sallowvallets,
5.86 miles

David Weston/Kirsty Riddick
(Subaru Impreza WRC) 6m 26s

S81, Serridge,
71.73 miles
Hugh Hunter/Andy Marchbank
(Subaru Impreza WRC) 6m 54s

$58, Mailscot,
6.02 miles
Bird/ Davies 6m 12s

anyoneelse. The nextfive cars were
covered by the same margin. This was
Payne’sfifth outingin his S2000and he
sayshe’s gettingquicker every time by
incrementally pushingto the edge of
the grip on offer. It takes patience,
especially when the cornersareas
slippery as they were on Saturday.
Unfortunately the car’slaunch
control failed at the start of SS2,
Speech House, and he lost 26s to Bird.
Payne and Weston were joint second
butBird wasflying; hehada15s
margin. Hunter and Cole were fourth
andfifth,andlocal man Nik Elsmore
wassixth. Elsmore wasmakinga
one-off returntotherally he won
in 2001 and had Escort Mk2 ace Matt
Edwards alongside him. They were
in Edwards’ MitsubishiLancer E9,
and both werehavinga great time.
Payne was a second faster than
Weston through the 2.33-mile third
stage, Trelleck Common, and briefly
made second place his own. But Weston
pulled nine seconds on him through
Chepstow Park and went into service
seven seconds clear. Payne held third,
Hunter was fourth and Cole wasf{ifth.
“Istalled atajunction onstage
two,” said therapid Weston. “That
lostmeabitof timebut it was good
todothe sametimeasBird through
thatlaststage.”
Lesshappy was Hunter: “We're
trying hard but we had no brakes
in Speech House, and we spun in
Chepstow Park andlost10or12s.I’'m
struggling with thehandling, it’s
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“It’s been a cracking
battle all day long”

Smith wins class by 5s, below

1400 SERIES

Throttle problems can’t derail rapid Bennett

FirstWyedean winner Graham Elsmore loved new Ford Escort Mk2

It was a dominant display from
start to finish from Dave Bennett
and Alistair McNeil in the 1400S
class. They led from start to finish
in their Vauxhall Corsa.

Ian Evans and Justin Brooks, in
their Vauxhall Nova, were almost
aminute behind by the finish and
Ash Slights and Alex Lee were a
further 22s back in their Toyota
Yaris. Unusually for this class,
which had 15 eligible entries,
there wasn’t much competition
for the positions and the field
was relatively strung out by
the end of the day.

“It was tough,” said Bennett at
the finish. “We struggled with the
engine, there’s something wrong
with the throttle position sensor.

We can sort it though, it’s good
to get home after six months off.”

For Evans it was a triumphant
return to the Wyedean after an
eight-year gap, in which he’s
competed mainly on single venue
events. For Slights it was his first
time in the Yaris since last year’s
Malcolm Wilson. Since then it’s
had a thorough engine overhaul.
“The car’s been mint today,”
said Slights. “The clutch was
abit temperamental. Ineeded
to getback in the seat.”

The closest battle in the class was
between Slights and Ryan Weston/
Mark McCulloch, in their Proton
Satria. They tied on time after five
of the eight stages, but then the gap
between the two grew to 26s. “Ilost

Atotal of 167 competitors started the
40th Wyedean Forest Rally and 47 of
them retired during the day.

Rally First had a bulging entry and the
one-litre section was won by Mick Quinn
and Neill Carman. The Nissan Micra crew
finished 1m 18s ahead of Thomas Bayliss
and Joe Jones, in a similar car. The RF 1.4
class was won by Morgan Handford
and Richard Davies, in a VW Polo, who
finished 43s ahead of James Watkins and
Carol Tomlinson in their Nissan Micra. And
the RF 1.6 class went to Mick Smith and
Cavin Houldsworth in their VW Polo GTi.
They finished just 5s ahead of James West
and Steve Eggington in their similar car. It
was a close fight between the two all day,
and the gap was often just one second,
but Smith, in his new car, stayed ahead.

Riddick siblings Keith and Mairi won
1400C in their MG ZR by ahuge 3m 27s.
They beat Tim and Phill Banner, who
competed in their Peugeot 205 Rallye.

Class H1 had one starter and one
finisher. That was Peter Lewis and Paul

Fife in their Austin Mini Cooper S. H2
had three finishers, and first among them
was Jeremy Easson and Mike Reynolds
intheir Datsun 240Z. They set third
fastest time of all through Serridge.

Jake Scannell and Adrian Stevens
won H3 in their fantastic Mazda RX-7, but
this was a closer competition They were
only 25s clear of David Dobson and Phil
Sandham, who, like the other six finishers
inthe class, were in a Ford Escort Mk2.
The H4 class was won by Escort Mk2 ace
Nick Elliot and David Price. Peter Elkins
and Andrew Joll, having switched from
their Focus WRC, were second.

Two cars were eligible for N3, and only
one finished. The winner was Geno Cook
and Ryan Jones, in their Ford Fiesta ST.

The B10 division was won by Thomas
Lloyd and Sherryn Roberts, in a Peugeot
205, and Graham Elsmore, who won the
first three Wyedean Forest rallies, won
B11inaFord Escort Mk2. His son Nik
won B13 in Matt Edwards’ Mitsubishi
Lancer E9.

BTRDA Rally Series, round one of nine, 40thWyedean Rally, February 14

POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR TIME
1 Paul Bird/Aled Davies Ford Focus WRC 42m 25s
2 | David Weston/Kirsty Rissick Subaru Impreza WRC +34s
3 | Hugh Hunter/Andy Marchbank Subaru Impreza WRC +43s
4 | Charlie Payne/Carl Williamson Ford Fiesta S2000 +1m 06s
5 | Nik Elsmore/Matt Edwards Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +1m 36s
6 | Damian Cole/Jack Morton Ford Focus WRC +1m49s
7 | Stephen Petch/lan Windress Ford Fiesta R5+ +2mO01s
8 | Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead | Ford Fiesta S2400 +2m 12s
9 |Bob Ceen/Andy Bull Subaru Impreza WRC +2m 29s
10 | Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q +2m 36s

11 Pat Naylor/lan Lawrence (Mitsubishi Lancer E3); 12 Nick Elliott/ Dave Price (Ford Escort Mk2); 13 Theo Bengry/Les
Forsbrook (Subaru Impreza WRC); 14 Paul Davy/Roger Allan (Subaru Impreza); 15 Stephen Simpson/Mark Glennester (Ford Fiesta);
16 Jason Morgan/Dan Nieroda (Mitsubishi Lancer ES); 17 Dylan Davies/Llion Williams (Subaru Impreza); 18 David Bennett/Alistair
McNeil (Vauxhall Corsa); 19 Graham Elsmore/Stuart Harrold (Ford Escort MK2); 20 Peter Elkins/Andrew Joll (Ford Escort);

21 Peter Smith/Alan Walker (MG Metro 6R4); 22 Nigel Drew/ Pauline Nash (Subaru Impreza); 23 Thomas Preston/Jamie Forrest
(Ford Focus WRC); 24 Mark Griffiths/Will Rogers (Ford Escort); 25 lan Evans/Justin Brooks MBE (Vauxhall Nova); 26 Dave Jenkins/
Graham Cox (Ford Escort); 27 Jeremy Easson/Mike Reynolds (Datsun 240Z); 28 Ash Slights/Alex Lee (Toyota Yaris); 29 Gunnar
Karl Johannesson/ George Gwynn (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); 30 Martyn England/Dawn England (Mitsubishi Lancer E10).

Points standings: Gold Star: 1 Bird 30pts; 2 Weston 28; 3 Hunter 27; 4= Elsmore and Payne 26; 6 Cole 24; etc. Silver Star:

1 Elkins 30; 2 Griffiths 28; 3 Jon Ballinger 27; 4 Jamie Jukes 26; 5 Jake Scannell 25; 6 David Dobson; 24; etc. Production Cup:

1 Thompson 20; 2 Naylor 18; 3 Davy 17; 4 Geno Cook 16; 5 Darren Anderson; 6= Tom Naughton, Graham Butler, Roland Llewellin

and Kevin Pugh 1. 14008: 1 Bennett 30; 2 Evans 28; 3 Slights 27; 4 Ryan Weston 26; 5 Dave Brick 25; 6 Jordan Hone 24; etc.

understeeringand then oversteering.
It’s probably amixture of me andthe
surface. The problem isIcometothe
cornersandIdon’tknow how the
car’sgoingtoreact.”

Having confidence on the slippery
surface wasa problemreported up
and down thefield. Fortunately things
dried outalittleafter lunch,and the
griplevel increased marginally.

Hunter was second fastest on stage
five, and after stage six he’d reduced
the gap to Payne tonine seconds. While
Hunter wassettlingintohisreturnto
forestrallying—hislast Wyedean was in
2013—-Cole wasn’tonthe pace. He was
15s slower than the fastest time through

thesixth stage, and thatmeanthe
dropped behind Elsmore.
Meanwhile Hunter’smarch
continued. He setfastesttime on
stage seven, the 7.73-mile Serridge
stage,and moved in to third behind
Weston. Theremainder of the positions
remained static through the top six.
Stephen Petch, who’d struggled most
of theday, passed Peter Taylor for
seventh on thefinal stage. Taylor was
inaFiesta S2400, while Bob Ceen was
ninth inhis Impreza WRC.
Completingthe top 10 was Russ
Thompson, who won the Production
Cupclass. Heand Andy Murphy, in
their Mitsubishi Lancer E9, repeated

Dave Bennett stayed cool and calm despite engine concernsin Corsa

STAROFTHE RALLY

There canbe no doubt as to who was the Star of the Rally.
Seededin 21st, Nik Elsmore put in a startling pexformance
in his co-driver Matt Edwards’ Mitsubishi Lancer E9 to finish
fifth. Home knowledge was a vital part of it, but you still have
todo the job and stay out of trouble.That’s harder when the
stages are as slippery as they were on Saturday

theirresultfroma yearago. They were
second fastest to Tom Naughton on
the opening stage, but took thelead of
theclasson SS2. Naughtonretired at
service withadamaged crank sensor.
“I'mvery happy with that,” said
Thompson. “If Tom had stayed in the
rally it would have been a good battle,
Iwasonly sixsecondsahead. But
managed the pace in the afternoon.”
Instead it was E9driver Pat Naylor
who took second in the class, and he
fought Roland Llewellin and Jamie
Edwards, alsoinan E9, for the place. It
was decided as fuel pressure woe forced
Llewellin’sretirement after stage six
whenhe was 2s ahead of Naylor. ®

the power steering,” reported
Weston. “The last two stages were
good but my arms are aching.”

Fifth was Dave and Freddy Brick,
alsoin a Nova, while Jordan and
Paul Hone held sixth almost all
day. The Hone crew had a small
spinin their Nissan Micraon
the sixth stage.

Seventh was Kieran Darrington
and Pam Hilton. “We were off the
pace alittle,” said Vauxhall Corsa
driver Darrington. “We’re down
on engine power so we need to
getitlooked at.”

Second after the opening
stage were Toms Walster and
Woodburn, in their Suzuki Swift.

But they retired with a differential

failure on stage two.

Champ Dan Moss won again

C2 ace Moss picks
up spoils of victory

The GwynneSpeed Rally
Challenge had a four-car field
onthe Wyedean Rally and
triumphantamong them

was Dan Moss.

The series runs for near-
standard Citroen C2 cars and
Moss has got his version
well-sorted. He won the title last
year, thefirsttime the seriesran,
and hasmade a perfect start to
his 2015 season.

It could have been a different
story as Ed Robinson and Iain
Miller were 31 ahead of Moss
after thefirst stage. But they
wentno further, retiring with a
snapped track rod end in stage
two. Ross Leach and Hannah
McKillop were second after SS1
but slipped behind Moss after
SS2. They thenretired with a
technical problem.

That left Moss in front until the
end, while Stuart Cameron/Marc
Neal followed them home, albeit
nearly three minutes behind.

Mick Quinn and Neill Carman won Rally First l.b 1:n Nissan Micra -

1, | = < @l CanPaul Bird repeat
RALLY RLGCEEEIE ST h T N3l WILSO.

MALCoLM
MARCH 7
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Alex Lynn
Age:21

From: liford, Essex
2015:GP2 with DAMS;
official reserve driver for
Williams F1 team

2014: GP3 with Red Bull-
backed Carlin, champion,
three wins

2013:FIA European F3
with Prema Powerteam,
third, three wins; Macau GP
winner; Toyota Racing
Series with M2
Competition, second
2012:British Formula 3
with Fortec Motorsports,
fourth, one win; Macau GP
with Fortec, third; selected
FIA Europan F3 outings
2011: Formula Renault UK
with Fortec, champion, 12
wins; selected Formula
Renault Eurocup outings
with Fortec; Toyota
Racing Series with

Giles Motorsport, ninth
2010:Formula Renault UK
with Fortec, 10th; Formula
Renault Winter Series
with Fortec, champion,
three wins

2009: Formula Renault
Winter Series with

Fortec, 10th

Lynn: GP3 champ

Lynn (r) joins the W1111ams F1 roster

.,)x¢ :
/' \

orget old sayings.
Impatienceisa
virtue, certainly
inracingdrivers,
anditis Alex
Lynn’s hunger
toreachthe top
that has already started to
rattle afew cagesin GP2

The Brit was stacked in Red Bull’s
talent spiraland the energy drinks
gianthad helped him to the GP3title
inhismaiden season in the category
lastyear. But for him the only way to
gofurther wastoturnhisback on
thescheme. Farfrom beingtherisk
itmightsound, it wasa calculated
move thathassofarbroughthim
toone of the top GP2teams for 2015
andledtoareservedriverrole
with the Williams F1 squad.

Lynnisforthright when he
discusses hisreasoning for
jettisoning Red Bull: “Idecided
topursue other avenues when the
whole Max [Verstappen, third in
lastseason’s FIA F3, whonabbed a
Toro Rosso F1raceseat] decision
cameoutbecause it was tough to
take. WhenIwentin tolastseason
Ididn’texpectto get the Toro Rosso
F1 seat straight away, because Carlos
Sainz wasfurtheruptheladder than
Iwasand was doingwell. Butif I
wasnot goingto get it,Iwould have
expected to have lost out to Carlos.
Then maybe things would happen
inthefutureand Iwould then be
inaprime position. But when it
was Max, [ knew it was a problem
becauseIhad been queue-jumped
by someone who isnot only going
tohave one year at the top. My time
spantoreach F1is within two years
andIcan’trisk waiting.”

Andthere’sthat impatience,an
asset thatthe Essex driver has

NEXT GENEHATION

Welook ahead to the British talent that will hit the headlinesin2015

SA

Lynn has already tested
M in F1 for the Lotus team

shown throughout his career. He
will take a certain satisfaction from
beatinghis DAMS GP2team-mate
thisyeartoo. Onthe other side of

the garage will be Frenchman Pierre
Gasly,aRed Bull-backed protege who
wasrunner-up in Formula Renault
3.5lastseason. Elsewhere, there is
last year’s GP2runner-up Stoffel
Vandoorneatrival team ART. The
UK’sJordan King, the British F3
champion of 2013and a seventh-
placefinisherinlastseason’s

FIA F3 Championship, joins his
countryman on the grid with
RacingEngineering.

Whoever the opposition, cue bold
statementsfrom Lynn. “Itis going
tobetough, butitissomethingI
look forward to.Itisgoingtobea
challenge butmy aimistogoout
thereand win,” he says. “If yougoin
toachampionship thinkingthatitis
goingtobe yourlearning year, what
kind of mentality is that?If yougo
intoittryingtowinthenthatis
better. Why don’t people try to do
itfromthe outset? Thereisno
pointtreading water isthere?”

For Lynn, the carrot of the
association with Williams is
danglingtemptingly.

Hewill drive the car duringa
test in Barcelona and will conduct
simulator work. For him, itisjust
thebeginning.

“Iamundernoillusion thatif I
don’twin in GP2thenIwill notbe
goingto F1,” heacknowledges. “It
isjust that simplefor me—if Iwin,
Iwillgetthere. If Idon’t-or come
very close—thenIwon’t.”

Heiscertainly eager, and has put
himself in the best place to perform.
You get the feeling that for Lynn,
nothingcan come too soon.

MattJames
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Oliver
Rowland
Age: 22
From:Barnsley,
Yorkshire
2015:Formula
Renault 3.5

with Fortec
2014:Formula
Renault 3.5 with
Fortec, fourth,

two wins
2013:Formula
Renault Eurocup
with Manor MP
Motorsport,
second, three
wins; Formula
Renault Northern
European Cup
with Manor, fourth
2012:Formula
Renault Eurocup
with Fortec, third,
onewin

2011: Formula
Renault UK with
Fortec, second,
fourwins; FRUK
Winter Series with
Fortec, champion,
fourwins

2010: FRUK
Winter Series with
CRS Racing,
seventh, one win

Rowland says this year will
be make or break for him

EUROF3

Jake Dennis is hoping for a
title tilt with Prema squad
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Rowland won two races in 2014

hisismydoor
dieyear.” The
words of Oliver
Rowland, who
understandsjust
how crucial this
seasonisto
hishopesof havingalong
motorsport career.

After overcoming concernsasto
hiscommitment and weight after
finishing second in the Formula
Renault Eurocup in 2013, Rowland
finished fourth inhis maiden season in
the FR 3.5 Championship with Fortec
lastterm. Standoutresultsat Aragon
and inthefinalrace of theseasonat
Jerezwere bright pointsin what the
Barnsley-bornracer describesas
“abitof adisappointingyear”.

If Rowland wants to have the best
opportunity of makingitatthetop of
the sport, he knows thathe must make
ahuge impression this season, which
iswhy he opted toremaininthe FR3.5
overamove tothe GP2 Series.

“Toswitch toaserieslike GP2, you
would have to commit to atwo-year
programme,” Rowland says. “Staying
in FR 3.5, Ifeel we're the favourites.
Thisisareally important year formeas
Iprobably only have one more year left

| intheRacing Steps Foundation, and

then after that Iwill probably have to
be picked up by amanufacturer;, or if
achancecamealonginF1.

“I'm 22 years oldnow, I've had a few
good yearsrecently and the RSFhas
donealotforme. There are younger
drivers who they can support. This is
my year to prove myself, and if Idothat
thenIwill hopefully be given a chance
tocarveoutacareerasa professional
racingdriver. If Idowin FR 3.5then
Iwill be acomplete package that
hopefully someone can take on board.”

Rowlandlooksto the performance
of last year’s Renault champion, Toro
Rosso F1rookie Carlos Sainz Jr,and
says hemust gofor consistency:

“Lastyear, Carlosand DAMS
was such a competitive package,” he
explains. “Attimes we were as good
if not better than them. There werea
coupleof hiccups throughoutthe year
which held meback alittle. Icould have
doneabetterjobattimes. AlthoughI
scored my best points total at the final
weekend at Jerez, we were sofast
atHungary and [the penultimate
weekend at] Paul Ricard. Only
problems with the car held usbacka
little. Whoever we come up against, we
can be competitive with andIfeel I'm
more matureasadriver this year.

“Iknow thatI’'mnot goingtobe

sthebalance standings in 2014 and promoted

of power in F3 straight intoafull-time drive in F1 with
terms swung Toro Rossohas galvanised therush
tothe FTA todo the championship even more.

The scramblefor entries for 2015left
many teams disappointed.
Headingthe chargeforthe Brits
should be Jake Dennis, who hasjoined
PremaPowerteam this term after his
maiden campaign with Carlin. The
RSF ace struggled to qualify well last
season and he will have torectify that if

Championship
and away from
domesticseries,
the competition at the front of
the European class has become
areal proving ground for talent.
Thefactthat Max Verstappen was
plucked from third place inthe

heistomakeanimpact. He willalso
have to overcome strong team-mates,
who will include the highly rated Felix
Rosenqvist, Ferrari protege Lance
Stroll and Frenchman Brandon
Maisano. Dennis canrace well

and will have to prove it.

All of the other Brits arerookies to
the FIA series. Top of the pile hastobe
reigning BRDC Formula4 champion
and McLaren Autosport BRDC Award
winner George Russell. He will pilota

Carlin car and should be up to speed
quickly —particularly if helearns
from team-mate Antonio Giovinazzi,
whoislikely to be a title favourite.
Karting graduate Callum Ilott
should turn heads. The Red Bull
Junior Team racer is coming straight
from the KF classes, where he won the
European KF2title,and has taken his
first steps in carracing in the Toyota
Racing Series in New Zealand. He has
shown flashes of pace, butneedsto

quickestatevery singlerace, whereas
lastseasonIthink Iexpected thatand
frustration kicked in sometimes. This
year, it will beabout taking points and
being consistent fromraces in which
we’renotthe quickest. And then
dominating when we are. If Ido qualify
fourth or fifth, Thave to make sure
that’s whereIfinishasaminimum.”

Rowland has undergone an extensive
winter training programme, and says
he’snow fitter than he has been for
years: “I've worked alot on my fitness
and weight, which is comingdown alot.
That will enable me to have better focus
onmyracingthroughout the weekend.
I'm inbetter shape all round, both
mentally and physically.”

Despite Rowland’s top opposition
in 2014 now switchingtoother
championships, he says he expects
fellow Brit Dean Stoneman and hisnew
DAMS team-mate, Eurocup champion,
McLaren-backed Nyck de Vries, to
challengethis year.

“Therearealwayssurprises,” he
adds. “Nyck will step up and has always
been strongin whichever serieshe’s
raced in. Dean [Stoneman] is coming in
tooand that brings more credibility to
the championship. He’ll be strong, but
Idon’tthink asstrongasthe challenge
thatCarlosbrought.”  RussellHayes

iron out someerrors if he istomount
aseriousattack.

London-born Alexander Albon, who
carries Thainationality too, joins the
Signature team, while Sam MacLeod
isat Team Motopark. Both teams are
returningto the series for their first
full campaigns since 2011, so will be
short of set-up data of the newer spec
Dallaras. That could prove crucial
in such a competitive season.
MattJames
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Hawksworth will handle car
with a new aero kit this year

-
- e -
'J|-= - — b — — -z

b

[JACK HAWKSWORTH |

Jack Hawksworth

Age: 23 From: Bradford, Yorkshire
2015:IndyCarwith A.J. Foyt Enterprises
2014: IndyCar with Bryan Herta
Autosport, 17th, one podium

2013: Indy Lights with Schmidt Peterson

| Motorsports, fourth, three wins

2012: Star Mazda with Team Pelfrey,
champion, eight wins

2011: Formula Renault UK with Mark
Burdett Motorsport and Atech Reid GP,
fourth, one win

2010: Formula Renault UK Winter Cup
with Mark Burdett Motorsport, third,
two podiums

F

ritishdrivers
haveafine
recordonthe
American
single-seater
racingscene
and Jack
Hawksworth isthelatest Britto
establish himself inthe States.
Havingtaken the Star Mazda title
in2012andrace wins in Indy Lights
thefollowing season, the former
McLaren Autosport BRDC Award
finalist stepped into IndyCars in 2014.
It’sfairtosay his year as Bryan Herta
Autosport’ssole entry wasamixed one,

FORMULA RENAULT

Rookie Barnicoat took
the NEC title in 2014

hen governing
body, the FIA,
dictated that
itsown
affiliated
racingclasses
will carry greater F1-qualifying
superlicence points over other
international championships,
Renault-powered series could
havetaken abigblow.
But instead of dashingoff to compete

butthere were flashes—notably a
podium finish in Houston-that
suggested there was moretocome.
“The deal cametogether really late,”
says the 21-year-old, who wasn’t helped
by budget issues duringhisrookie
campaign. “We were quite competitive
speed-wise early on, then we fell
away. The good thingwas that, as
the qualifying pace dropped, the
results picked up, which wasa
credit tothe team, their strategy,
andmelearning IndyCarracing.”
This year Hawksworth switchesto
thebigger A.J. Foyt operation, and he
hasateam-mate forthefirsttime, in

inthe FIA Formula 3 European
Championship thisyear, ithasn’t
stopped aflurry of Brits continuing
their development in European
FormulaRenaultracingthis season.
Leadingtheassaultinthe FR2.0
Eurocup this year will bereigning FR
Northern European Cup champion
Ben Barnicoat, who will continue with
the Fortec Motorsports squad after
ahugely successful maiden year in
carracingin 2014. The Racing Steps

r

the form of ex-F1racer Takuma Sato.

“BHA didn’treally have anything
inplace-I'm very happy Bryan’s
team isnow goingtobe on the grid
nextyear-andIwentto Foytand was
really impressed,” says Hawksworth.
“Iimmediately knew that’s where
Iwanted to be.It’sa dream drive.”

He alsofeels being in the squad with
Sato, whose speed isnot in doubt, isa
positive: “I’ve only got good things to
say about Taku. He’sreally quick and
hasavery good understanding of
the car. He’s a very easy guy to
getalongand work with.”

Hawksworth also stepped into

Foundation-backed ace progressed
well ashisseattime increased last
term, culminating with thetitleatthe
final weekend at the Nurburgring.

He could well be up against more
experienced Brits, namely his team-
mates—2013 McLaren Autosport BRDC
Award winner Matt Parry and Jack
Aitken. Parry had adisappointing
maiden Eurocup campaignlast year,
and will want to prove any doubters
wrong after a storming couple of years

enduranceracing towards the end of
2014.It’s something he hasan eye on,
butsingle-seatersremain thefocus.

“Icame here tomake my career in
AmericaandI'veloved every minute
of it,” headds. “Iwant to expand into
GTracing, but at the moment there’s
no time to think of anythingother
than IndyCar.”

The manufacturer-homologated
aeroKkits, allowed on the Dallara
DW12s for the first time this year,
throw in an unknown variable. But
Hawksworth is clear about his goals.

“It’sreally difficult with thenew aero
regulations toknow where we’ll be,” he

Hughes will team up with Koirane

8 Harvey ran at the front in
his first Indy Lights season

says. “If we can understandthe
changesthey’llbring,Idon’t see any
reason why we can’t challenge for
polesand wins. My long-term goal
istowin the IndyCar championship.”

Alsoaimingfor USsuccessisJack
Harvey. The 2012 British F3 champion
agonisingly lost the Indy Lights title
on countbacklast year and returns
for another shotin2015.

There’s (finally!) anew car to work
with in the shape of the DallaralL-15,
but Harvey remains with Schmidt
Peterson Motorsportsand will start
the yearasone of thetitle favourites
inaboostedfield. KevinTurner

n GP this year

in which he won the InterSteps and
FRNEC crowns in successive years
between 2012-’13. Aitken too will want
toimproveonjustasingle victory
last year, which led to an eventual
seventh place pointsfinish.

Inaugural BRDC F4 champion Jake
Hughes willlook tomountaserious
challenge tothe Northern European
Cupand ALPStitles this year, joining
champion squad Koiranen GPfora
dual assault.

He will be joined by British Formula
Ford runner-up Harrison Scott.
Former British Rotax karting
champion and BRDC F4racer
Charlie Eastwood will also graduate
to European Renaultracing, buthas
yettotieupadeal for oneseries.

Eastwood struggled to challenge in
F4last year and has been preparing
for the upcoming switch with winter
outings in the New Zealand Toyota
Racing Series. Russell Hayes
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Anglo-Swede impressed
on test run in the M4 DTM

otorsporthasn’t
had aprime-time
TV reality show,
butif itdid,
young driver
shoot-outs would
bethe climaxto
see who leaves and who remains. Talk
about putting the pressure on.
It wasjustsuch an intense run-off that
led to Brit Tom Blomqvist landinghis place
with BMW for thisseason’s DTM. Itisa
big-time opportunity for Blomgvist, the
son of former World rally champion Stig.
Hebattled it out with Alex Lynn, Sam Bird,
Richie Stanaway and Robin Frijns at theend
of 2014toland the golden chance.
Afterrealisingthe financial obstacles on
the path to F1 weretoo great, Blomqvist
looked elsewhere. He contacted BMW and
was invited todrive—and isdelighted he did.

“Thefactory at Munich is impressive,”
saysthe21-year-old. “OK, Formula 1 sits
atitsownlevel and is the top of the tree, but
theamount of expertise and preparation
that goes in to the development of the DTM
carsishuge. Outside F'1, it has to be thenext
best programme to be involved in given the
commitment of the manufacturers.”

The DTM is full of hugely experienced
drivers. Ithasablend of those who have been
tothetop and have settled in tin-tops, and
those who have fallen off the single-seater
escalator and have forged a successful career
in the category. For Blomgvist, with no
saloon carracing experience, it will be a test.

“TIamnot goingto set any specific goals, but
Iwanttoprove myself totheteam,andthe
best thingIcan dofor them now istohelp
them to the manufacturers’ crown,” says
Blomgvist. ”If I can do that, Iwill have taken
thefirst step towardsrepayingtheir belief.”

ety (nmee T G G U
Blomgyvist was a Red Bull
Junior driver back in 2013

Blomgqvist isdesperate to stay in theranks
of thetin-top elite for a whileto come. While
thebarrierstoentering F1-namely the
enormous finances involved —are toohigh
for most drivers tohurdle, the DTM can
provea profitable hunting ground.

“I'wanttobearound the DTM for afew
years, certainly,” says Blomqvist. “Ithink
thisisthestart of anewjourney for me,and
itisoneIwanttoenjoy. Iam with one of the
best manufacturers in motorsport, so why
wouldn’tI want to take the absolute most
fromit.Iamitchingto get started.”

Blomgvist will have to wait until May to get
hishands onthe BMW M4 DTM when the
season blasts intolife at Hockenheim. In
the meantime, he canreflect on the facthe
haslanded a chance that the majority of
up-and-coming single-seater drivers
would have given their right arm for.

MattJames

DAVIDSON, CONWAY, JARVIS, TANDY, TINCKNELL,

he LMP1
entrylistfor
thisyear’s
FIA World
Endurance
Championship
makesfor
very interestingreading for
Britishfans. This yearat
leastone Brit will drive
foreach of the four LMP1
manufacturerteams. Out
of thell potential winning
carsatLeMans, five will
have British drivers.
Reigning world champion
Anthony Davidson attempts
tobethefirst British driverto
defend an FIA world title since
World Touring Car winner
Rob Huff in2013.
“Theaimisdefinitely to
defend thetitle,” says Davidson.
“The championship isahuge
challenge. Each individual
raceissix hoursand somuch
can wronginthattime, things
outside your control that can

-

costyou. The WEC isless
intense than F1 in terms of
politics, but possibly more
of achallengeasaworld
championship purely down to
themileage. We were so proud
towinagainstthelevel of
competition wehadlastyear,
butthisyear isanew ball game
with Nisan comingin. We’ve
gottopushhardtowinagain.”
Mike Conway isan
interestingaddition to Toyota’s
full-timeline-up. With Nicolas
Lapierrebeingdropped last
year, Conway proved an
effective stand-in. The IndyCar
race winner was victorious
alongside Alexander Wurzand
Stephane Sarrazin in Bahrain.
Oliver Jarvishasalottolive
uptoashereplacesnine-time
Le Mans winner Tom
Kristensen at Audi this year.
ButJarvishasproven his pace
insportscarsand hasbeenon
the podium in two outof his
four Le Mans 24 Hours events.

“' = Le Mans will be
’ saturated with Brits

T & Ly s~

MARDENBOROUGH

Nick Tandy, Harry Tincknell
and Jann Mardenborough are
theexcitingrookies.

Tandy joins Porsche’s LMP1
teamtosharethe third 919
Hybrid with Nico Hulkenberg
and Earl Bamber. It’s the chance
he’sbeen waiting years for and
he’skeentomakeitcount. It
will be interesting to see how
hisprovenpaceinaGT car
translatestoaprototype.

Tincknell was the surprise of
Nissan’snew programme. The
ex-F3racerlifted the LMP2 class
titleat Le Mans on hisdebutlast
year, butisunproven sofarat
thetoplevel. “Istillhavealotto
learn insportscars, “ he says.
“It'llbeatough seasonasthe
championshipisreachinga
new level of competitiveness.”

Mardenborough hasshonein
GTsandled LMP2atLe Mans
lastyear. Hisnatural talent is
evidentand he should shine
in hisfirstfull LMP season.

Rob Ladbrook

Matt Howson led
KCMG's charge

Photos: DTM, Euro F3, LAT

Tom Blomqvist

Age: 21 From: Cambridge
2015:DTM withBMW

2014: FIA European F3 with Carlin,
second, sixwins; Macau GP with
Carlin, DNF

2013:FIA European F3 with
Eurolnternational, seventh; Macau GP
with Fortec, eighth

2012: F3 Euro Series with Ma-con Motorsport,
seventh; FIA European F3 with Ma-con
Motorsport, seventh; Macau GP with
Eurolnternational, 17th

2011: German F3, sixth, one win
2010: Formula Renault UK with Fortec,
champion, three wins

. 2009: Formula Renault Sweden with Trackstar =

Motorsport, third, one win; Formula Renault
North European Zone with Trackstar, third
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WATTS, LEVENTIS, KANE, WEBB, BIRD, HOWSON ,DALZIEL AND MORE...

ixty six
hours of
racing will
determine
who will
bethe FIA
WECLMP2
championsin 2015, and
there are abevy of Brits
who will be battling at
the front of the pack.
Heading the British line-up
will be the Strakka crew of
Danny Watts, Nick Leventis
and Jonny Kane. The trio,
who have previously finished
fifth overall at Le Mans
despite being in the second
division of prototypes, will
field the Dome S103. The crew
was due to appear last season
but the project was set back
by technical issues on the
as-yet unproven chassis.
What has been proven is
Oliver Webb’s title-winning
credentials. Thereigning
ELMS champ joins the newly

merged Team SARD-Morand |

team in a Morgan. The only
weak spot for Webb, who is
partnered by Pierre Ragues,
could be the third driver. They
will be selected from a reality
TV competition...
Single-seater ace Sam Bird
joinsthe Russian-owned
G-Drive Racing crew
alongside Roman Rusinov
and Julien Canal. The Ligier
chassisis proven and Canal
and Rusinov came withina
whisker of lifting the 2014
LMP2drivers’silverware.
Matt Howson (KCMG Oreca
05) took three wins alongside
Richard Bradley last year on

Bird has LMP2 chance

his way to joint third in the
LMP2 points, and was only
stopped from being further
up due to tworetirements
outside of Howson’s control.

Ryan Dalziel will twin his
Americanracing schedule
with a campaign in Extreme
Speed Motorsport’s HPD
ARX-04b. A huge force in
the USA, Scot Dalziel has
been a stand out performer
in Daytona Prototypes.

Jota Sport returnsto the
ELMS for another shot at the
title with Simon Dolan and
Greaves Motorsport has
Johnny Mowlem back in
itsreworked Gibson 015S.

New to the ELMS this year
isthe LMP3 division, Brits
flood the field and arguably
the most exciting of the new
crop isreigning Ginetta GT4
Supercup champion Charlie
Robertson sharing with
Olympiclegend Sir Chris Hoy.

MattJames




AASE entries open
Aspiring young drivers can

now apply for the next Motor
Sports Association AASE
programme, which will begin in
September. AASE is delivered in
conjunction with Loughborough
College. Its athletes work closely
with coaches, nutritionists and
psychologists, and receive
performance-based sessions

in the technical and tactical
elements of driving, coaching
and the media. AASE alumni
include Jake Dennis, Seb Morris,
Matt Parry and Josh Webster.

Go to msauk.org/development/
msa-academy/aase to apply.

MSA Kart vacancies
The MSA is seeking nominations
forindividuals to join the specialist
committees that represent the
interests of the various motorsport
disciplines. The MSA Kart Committee
and Kart Technical Sub-Committee
have vacancies available. All
applicants much be members of

an MSA-recognised motor club or
Regional Association. There are no
formal qualifications required other
than experience in motorsport. The
roles are voluntary.

Marshal training
Atraining day for kart marshals
will take place on March 29

at Whilton Mill. Itis open to

all current and prospective
marshals. There will be classes
on dealing with fires, accidents,
radio procedures, flags and
team building activities. Anyone
interested should email: kart-
marshal-training@hotmail.com

KZ1 date change
The final round of this year's MSA
British KZ1 Championship will

now take place at Shenington on
September 12/13. The Oxfordshire
track had been scheduled to host
the second round on May 23/24.
That event will now take place at
Llandow in Wales.

RO
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‘MacDonald led the
weekend until the final’ |

Scot started from pole, below

Gamble (c) won a free season’s entry into EuroMax racing

GAMBLE: WINTERGUP
WINCANHELP TITLESHOT

Junior Rotax ace wins on Europeandebut and now targets EuroMax crown

ByRussell Hayes below). Gamblerecently joined the Dan
Holland Racing squad after finishing
third in British Junior Rotax with Mick

Barrett Racinglastterm. Gamble winsa

Tom Gamble scored Rotax Winter
Cup victory on his international

Gamble said he used the weekend’s
earlier heatstolineup placesonthe
circuitat which toovertake, and used
them well when he dropped down to third

haslots of European experience, and
Ifeltathome with them.”

Gamble, the younger brother of
reigning Ginetta GT5champion

the momentum to chase the
European Junior Rotax title.

debut last weekend, and will use

The 13-year-old scored the win at
Campillos in Spain after startingon the
frontrow for Sunday’s final, and held off
fellow Brits Jack McCarthy and Tom
Canningtowin by only 0.1s (seereport,

funded year in Junior EuroMax, which
he will contest with Dan Holland’s team.
“This is afantastic resultfor me,”
Gamblesaid. “Iwanted a podium finish
but with lots of greatdrivers, it was
always goingto be tough. Thisreally
haschanged my expectations,asI
now have a great EuroMax prize.”

placeinthe openingstages of thefinal.
“Itargeted the other drivers’ weak

points, but with somany Brits out there,
I’'dalready raced most of the driversas
thisismy second year in Junior Max,” he
added. “AlthoughI’'ve done a few British
races sofar with DHR this year, it was my
firstoverseasrace with them. The team

George, said he expected mainly British
opposition in hiseffortstowin this year’s
Europeantitle.

“My goal will be to win the Euro
Challenge,” headded, “but with eight
Britsinthetop 10inthefinal, itreally
showsjusthow strongtheracingis
goingtobe.It’llbeatoughfight.”
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Rotax MaxWinter Cup:
Campillos

By Russell Hayes

Organiser: RGMMC When: February 9-15
Where: Campillos, Spain Ghampionship: Rotax Max
Winter Cup Starters: 100

Tom Gamble marked his
European Rotax debut with
Winter Cup victory, as nine
Britsfilled the top 11 spots,
including a podium lock-out.
The 13-year-old started on the
frontrow of thefinal alongside
Dean MacDonald, who had
looked unbeatable earlier in the
weekend. The Scot was fastest
in qualifyingon Friday and also
scored Pre-Final victory But
despite holdingthelead atturn
onefromthestart, MacDonald
wouldgoontohavea
disappointingfinal.
Gamblelost out on the opening
lap, and was passed by Leonard
Hoogenboom and Jack
McCarthy inanearly scramble.
The Dutchman forced his way
intothelead atturntwoonthe
secondlap, as Fin Kenneally
came off worstfroman opening

laptussle on his European debut.

MacDonald’s fortunes were to
worsen on the third tour,as 10
drivers bunched up for thelead.
MacDonald dropped two
positionsinone corneratthe
end of thelaptofirst Gambleand
then McCarthy. The pairthen
made the samemove on the
followinglap, as Gamble made
thejump intothelead with
McCarthy following through.

MacDonald would lose further
spots, demoted down to sixth
with Alex Quinn makinga
greatrecovery up toeighth after
startingfrom the back of the
grid, and Kenneally also
showingpace in hisrecovery
after his openinglap problems.

Tom Canning, who started
sixth alongside Jordan Brown-
Nutley, was past Hoogenboom
intothird, and then passed
McCarthy as the top four began
topullaway. Buthethenmadea
mistake at turn six with fourlaps
togo, allowing McCarthy back
through and the Strawberry
Racingdriver beganto close
inon Gamble.

The DHR driver was forced to
defend on the final tour, but took
theflagfirsttobreak Strawberry

R CUP REPORT

Gamble and Lehane score the Winter Cup honours in Spain

Racing’sdominance of thetitle.
Canninggotafantasticexitto
thefinal corner and surged
towards McCarthy, who was able
tohold on tosecond by half
akart’slength. MacDonald
disappointingly finished 10th.
Pierce Lehaneheld off alate
attack from Briton Brett Ward to
take the Senior Max victory on
his Strawberry Racingdebut.
Ward, who started fifth on the
grid forthefinal, dropped to
seventh on the second lap, as
JoshPrice wasforcedtoretire
early on withamechanical issue.
Richard Verschoor, makinghis
Senior debut, was up into second
as Thomas Preining surged
forward from 12th on the grid.
Aftertakingfifth up theinside
of Rinus van Kalmthoutat turn
12 onlapfour, Ward later took
advantage of atangle between
GaryDonnelly and frontrow
starter Denis Mavlanov, who
both wentwideat turn 15.
Ward passed both tomove into
second with Preiningin third,
as Verschoor dropped to fourth.
With twolapsleft, Ward closed to
withinakart’slength of Lehane
toproduceatense two-kart

1 o § rowe ey

Lehane (1) narrowly held off Brett Ward to win in Senior Max

battle. Lehane, whohad earlier
dominated the weekend, weeved
and blocked, with the pair
side-by-side at the chequered flag.
Heheld on to win by 0.043s.

“Iwascatchinghim quite
quickly butjustnotquickly
enough,” Ward said. “Ifought
through thefield well,and hope
it’sasignof thingstocome. After
aterrible couple of heats, it’sa
shamelIcouldn’tgetthe winin
thefinal.” Ferenc Kancsar scored
DD2victory.

Results

Junior Rotax, final (12 laps) 1 Tom Gamble (Dan
Holland Racing) 13m 22.486s (52.86mph); 2 Jack
McCarthy (Strawberry Racing) +0.131s; 3 Tom Canning
(DHRY); 4 Leonard Hoogenboom (Brand Racing);

5 Oliver York (AIM Motorsport); 6 Zak Fulk (Coles
Racing). Fastest lap Fulk 1m 06.118s (52.95mph). Pole
Dean MacDonald (Strawberry Racing) Heat winners
MacDonald x2; Hoogenboom; Dikkie van der Wal (Team
TKP); York; Marta Garcia (BirelART). Starters 34.
Senior Rotax, final (15 laps) 1 Pierce Lehane
(Strawberry Racing) 16m 20.741s (53.82mph);

2 Brett Ward (AIM Motorsport); 3 Thomas Preining
(Team TKP); 4 Richard Verschoor (Team TKP); 5 Denis
Mavianov (KR Sport); 6 Gary Donnelly (Strawberry
Racing). FL Preining Tm 04.874s (53.97mph).

P Lehane. HW Lehane; Verschoor; Mavlanov. S 34.

Radical ace Smith
in karting return

Radical European Masters
champion Bradley Smith will
returntohiskartingrootsto
compete in this weekend’s X30
Senior classatthe Starsat
Whilton Mill club event.

The 23-year-old ended his
karting career in 2012 after
competing in both Britishand
Belgian Senior Rotaxracing.

Smith, who will run with his
Mectech Motorsportteam,
may do extraroundsthis year.
Hewill have to dovetail any
appearances around his car
racingcommitmentsina
Greaves Motorsport LMP3in
the European Le Mans Series.

“Thisisagood way of
keeping sharp over the winter
and helpstheteam gain data,
asitwillbeenteringdrivers
inthisyear’s X30 Tour,” said
Smith. “Theteam hasbuiltup
itsown chassisbutnowit’s
movingintoracing on the X30
engine, we don’thaveasmuch
experience.ldidlots of Rotax
racinginthepast,andI’dlike
todomore. Theracingin
Belgium is quiterelaxed and
thecircuitsareabitbigger. It’s
alsoagood challenge.I’'dbe
goingoverto Europetoracein
national X30 competitions.”
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Truro welcomes new
speed competitors

The Truro Motor Club will run
itshillclimbmentoring sessions
againthisyear.

The clubhad 18 peopleregister
for itsfirst two Truro Speed
Academy sessionsin 2014, and
nineof them went on to compete
inthesportforthefirst time.

Steven Ferguson'’s seventh
win of the season clinched his
fifth Hewison Autotest title
in arow. Ten-time champion
Eamonn Byrne finished 10s
down at Swan'’s Cross,
County Monaghan. Third
place was a duel between
class winners David

Thompson and Timmy Lynch. _ 5 ' 1 / “We’regoingtorunatthree
Inthe Midland Navigation e = = &) [ - ! i -, ! venues,” said club spokesman
Trial in County Longford, L : s o B i s Dave Brenton. “T'wo sessions

Colin Duffy and Sam Johnston
took their first outright win of
the season to strengthen their
hopes of defending their
National and Border
championships. They finished
45 marks clear of their nearest
opposition after ademanding
night, with two difficult plot
and bash sections taking a
heavy toll. Semi-expert
winners Aaron Duffy and
Laurence Keenan took runner-
up spot on a tie break from
Mickey and Ciaran Tynan, with
Derek Mackarel and Seamus
McTigue as top novices.

In aclose Sporting Trial
finish in County Wicklow,
Conor Peden took his third win
of the season, beating Paul
Needham by a single mark.
Grade B winner Dara Fay beat
fellow Wilson-Suzuki driver
Jonathan Ralphinto third,
another four marks down.

Paul Phelan

[RESULTS

Autotest: Swan’s Cross
1 Steven Ferguson (Mini Special)
706.7s; 2 Eamonn Byrne (Mini)

willfocus on hillclimbingand the
third on sprinting. The sessions
focuson everything youneed to
know for beginners.”
Datesaretobereleased, see
trurodmec.co.uk for info.TruroMC
wasrunner-up inthe JLTMSA
Clubof the Year award last year.
@®The Craven Motor Club will
runasprinton March 22toraise
money for the Combat Stress
charity The Hullavington Sprint
isbased at Hullavington Airfield,
Wiltshire. The venue is Tarmac,
andthe £100entry feeincludesa
£20 charity donation. Marshals
areneeded. For details see
craven-motor-club.co.uk.

Andy Scott |
in Brit return |

ALBATEC FIRMS

UP BRITISH ENTRY

World rallycross team to run cars in domestic championship

ByHal Ridge runningatwo-carteam in Britain, it
should hopefully helpraise the profile
of thechampionship,” said Scott. “Ihave
unfinished business in the championship,
havingfinished runner-up in2011.
Rallycross ismost certainly ontheup
. worldwide, soIfeelit’simportant for
driverstosupporttheir domesticseries,
J aswe strivetofurtherraise global
awareness of our sport.”
Flaherty returned torallycross
last year after a 20-year hiatus.
Hefinished third inthe Grand

Prix at Croft, wherehe drovean LD
Motorsports-run Citroen DS 3 Supercar.
“My goal is to win the championship. T know
thatisatall order, but we’ll be goingforit,”
hesaid. “I'monly doing seven of the eight
rounds butI'll be trying my hardestand
we certainly won’tbe holding back.”
Flaherty will miss the season opener at
Croftnextmonthashehascommittedtoa
rally in Majorca. “Thave to drop one score
andI’lldefinitely be at the other seven
rounds, plusthe grand prix,” hesaid. “The
cars should be competitive out of thebox.”

The Albatec Racing team will compete
in both British and World rallycross
events thisyear.
Theteam was formed in 2012 by Andy
Scott, and ran Peugeot 208 Supercars
for Scottand Jacques Villeneuvelast
season. While its World rallycross
programme has yet tobefinalised,
theteam willrun Scottand Mark &
Flaherty inthe British series.
“I'thinkit’sgood that we're

IconicRS200in rt RXreturn

RS200 will runin

+10.2s; 3 David Thompson (Nova);
4 Timmy Lynch (Westfield); 5 Mark BEtro Ba“ycross
King (Nova); 6 Chris Grimes (Mini); The Retro Rallycross

T Ashley Lamont (Westfield); 8 Paddy
Power (Mini Moke); 9 Alan Coyle

Challenge will include an

(Mini Special); 10 Guy Foster (Mini
Special); 11 Norman Ferguson (Mini);
12 Paul Phelan (Mini Special).
Classes, Byrne; Power; Lynch;
Thompson; Derek Mackarel

(Starlet Special).

Navigation Trial: County Longford

1 Colin Duffy/Sam Johnston (Subaru
Impreza) 30 marks; 2 Aaron Duffy/
Laurence Keenan (Subaru Impreza)
+45m; 3 Mickey Tynan/Ciaran Tynan
(Subaru Impreza); 4 Rory Coyle/ Ciaran
Coyle (Subaru Impreza); 5 Owen
Murphy/Daire Hayes (Subaru Forester);
6 Derek Mackarel/Seamus McTigue
(Subaru Impreza); 7 David Beamish/
Muireann Hayes (Subaru Impreza);

8 Shane Dalton/ Nigel McCloughry
(Subaru Impreza); 9 Joseph Shinnors/
Greg Shinnors (Subaru Impreza); 10
Fintan Larmer/Sean McCaffrey (Subaru
Impreza); 11 Dermot Whelton/ Mark
McCarthy (Subaru Impreza); 12 Thomas
Wedlock/Andrew Wedlock (Subaru

Legacy). Semi-experts: 1 A Duffy/
Keenan; 2 Whelton/ McCarthy; 3 Trevor
McConnell/ Eoghan McCarthy (Subaru
Impreza). Novices: 1 Mackarel/ McTigue;
2 Wedlock/Wedlock; 3 Johnny Casey/
Patrick 0'Sullivan (Peugeot 306).
Beginners: 1 Colm Mohan/Conor Mohan
(Subaru Impreza); 2 Paddy Sherlock/
Oisin Sherlock (Subaru Impreza);

3 William Boxwell/ Kieran Hayes
(Subaru Impreza).

Sporting Trial: County Wicklow

1 Conor Peden (Peden-VW) 23 marks;
2 Paul Needham (Erskine-Honda)
+1m; 3 Dara Fay (Wilson-Suzuki);

4 Jonathan Ralph (Wilson-Suzuki);

5 Fergil Gregory (Erskine-Yamaha);

6 Morgan Evans (Mog-Honda); 7 David
Meeke (BD-Opel); 8 Percy Pennefather
(Erskine-Suzuki); 9 Richard Meeke
(BD-Opel); 10 Dennis Burke (VW);

11 lan MacWilliam (Erskine-Yamahay);
12 Eric Byme (Erskine-Harley
Davidson) 43m.

Grade winners: Needham; Fay;

Burke; David Pain (Kilkenny VW) 61m.
“Junior Junior” Award: Bill Needham
(Erskine-Honda) 81m.

RALLYCROSS REPORT

Nitiss wins in Sweden in front of WRC fans

RallyXonlIce

By Hal Ridge

Latvian Reinis Nitiss won
the second round of the
Swedish-based RallyX
onlceseries.

The championship runsfor
Supercar Lites machines and

last weekend’s event was more

of arallysprint, with cars
beingrun side-by-side on the
Karlstad superspecial stage
of the Swedish World Rally
Championshipround.
Nitissbeat 2014 RX Lites

champion Kevin Eriksson in
thefinal. “Imade afew mistakes
inthefinal,” said Nitiss. “But
when Inoticed that Kevin had
alsomade some mistakes, I
knew the victory was safe.”
Eriksson had a strongevent
and had beaten double World
Rally champion Marcus
Gronholm by just0.07s inthe
semi-final stages. The Finnish
star claimed the final podium
slotalmost by defaultasthe
third place knockoutrace
between himself andround one
winner Sebastien Eriksson was

Strength to strength for World Rallycross

Organisers of the FIA World
Rallycross Championship have
reported asurge in popularity.

IMG took over the promotion
of the European Rallycross

Championship in 2013 and added

rounds in Canada, Argentina
and Turkey toturnitintoa
world championship. The TV
audience grew by over 500 per
cent and spectator numbers
grew by 130 per cent.
“Theselatest TV figures are
agreat start but we’ll continue
towork on developing the
championship’s profile,” said
World RX managing director
Martin Anayi. “Increased
coverage on more available TV
channels is goingto be our main

-

Popularity of RX grows

target for2015. We’ve seen a
sharp increase in broadcast
figuresin only 12 months.”
Former WRC champion Petter
Solberg won the title last year.
Thefirst round is at Montalegre,
Portugal on April 24-26.

unable totake place after
Eriksson hadrolled hiscar
inhissemi-final.
Untilrollingout of theevent,
Holjes victor Eriksson had set
thepace.Inthebuild uptothe
semi-final stages, Nitisshad
beaten former WRC driver
Tomas Radstrom and Janis
Baumanis, while Eriksson had

wonagainst Thomas Holmen

and Simon Olofsson. Double
World RX event winner Andreas
Bakkerud had atricky event.

He wasknocked out by

Gronholm, havingearlier lost
arear wheel onasnowbank.
Results

1 Reinis Nitiss (Lites Ford Fiesta MKT); 2 Kevin
Eriksson (Lites Ford Fiesta MK7); 3 Marcus Gronholm
(Lites Ford Fiesta MKT); 4 Sebastien Eriksson (Lites
Ford Fiesta MK7).

TRIAL REPORT
Sporting trialist Josh Veale borrows his dad’s car - and wins

Geoff Tayor SportingTrial

By Duncan Stephens

Organisers: Hagley & District LCC When: February 14
Championships: MSA, BTRDA Starters: 25

Fresh from his Gold Star
winlast month, Josh Veale
borrowed his dad’s highly
developed Sherpa and won the
Geoff Taylor trial by asingle
pointafter a stunninground.
IanBellled atlunch after
havinggas injection fitted to
hisengine last month. Second
was Peter Fensom. Both had

poorrounds in the afternoon,
dropping Bell tosecond and
Fensom to sixth. Veale showed
histricklingskillsand took the
winhavingbeenfifth atlunch.
Simon Kingsley finished
inthird place despite nearly
breakingthe carneartheend.
Thetop six were split by just
sixpointsonahigh scoringday.
Local driver Dave Rance, whois
normally seen gliding over the
venue, climbed to fourth witha
greatround. Mark Milne, whose
engine ingested half itsfilter,
wasfifth. With Fensom slipping

original Ford RS200 this year.

The ex-Trevor Hopkins car
will be run by Terry Maynard,
who has fully rebuiltit. The
Retroseries runs alongside
the MSA British Rallycross
Championship events.

“Fans want to see Group
B cars as wellas modern
machines,” said Maynard.
“The Haynes RS200is an
iconicrallycross car butit
hasnotbeenused in years and
needs to be properly restored.”

Maynard has previously
raced a Triumph TR8 and
afour-wheel-drive Sierra.
The car will be joined by
the similar machine of Bill
Watson, who will compete in
his RS200 replica. Rob Gibson
will run a Group B Metro 6R4
intheseries.

tosixth, Julian Fack was
seventh ahead of Duncan
Stephens. Andy Wilks brokea
frontaxlearmbuttook ninth.
Boyd Webster won the
intermediate class in his
Crossle by five points from
Michael Salton, who was toplive
axlein11th. Ian Fullwood won
thenovice classfrom John Fox.
Results
1 Josh Veale (Sherpa) 73points; 2 lan Bell (Hamilton)
+1; 3 Simon Kingsley (Crossle); 4 David Rance
(Crossle); 5 Mark Milne (Crossle); 6 Peter Fensom,
Hamilton); 7 Julian Fack (Crossle); 8 Duncan
Stephens (Crossle); 9 Andy Wilks (RCAP);
10 Boyd Webster (Crossle).

THE BEST MOTORSPORT ON THE TELLY THIS WEEK > > DPAGE 35
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Turkington’s wait is over

BTCC champion will get chance to defend his title

Like manyfans, | was beginning to get rather concerned at the lack of news from Colin
Turkington about his 2015 British Touring Car Championship campaign. A surefire
defence with WSR suddenly looked problematicwhen eBay withdrew its support and
then we had an awful lot of silence. It’s great one of the class acts will be in the field.

Not only that, but we have a proper head-to-head between Turkington and Jason Plato. The ex-MG
man was also quiet during the winter, but there was always a feeling he would pull a deal together:
he’s very good at that. And now they are both at BMR , we'll get a proper contest between two of
the best drivers on the grid, with no debates about FWD v RWD getting in the way.

The battle for Rally Sweden honours was also tantalising and Andreas Mikkelsen must be
feeling heartbroken after throwing a win away. But Thierry Neuville was areal star and I really
hope Hyundai can give him the equipment to take the fight to VW later in the season.
Kevin Turner, Editor (Twitter: @KRT917)

e - T

A risk-taking spectator captured by Bob Sketchley on last weekend’s Wyedean Rally
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Martin Fox snapped this Lancia Delta S4 action on the recent North West Stages event

PGET MN ON THE GO

STAR
BTRDA:the way ahead

IThavejustreturned from a brilliant day’s sport on the Wyedean
Rally, and would like to congratulate the BTRDA on another
fabulous event.

Amid all the arguments about what is the best way forward for
the British Rally Championship, the BTRDA Rally Series stands
tall as a category that encompasses all that is good about the
sport. If anything, the lack of a top-flight championshipin the
UK has done nothing but bolster the BTRDA, and it can rightly
claim to be the headline series in Britain at the moment.

Iknow the BRC needs toreturn, butIjust hope bosses take a
good look at the BTRDA and learn from its success. A series only
thrives if competitors want to take partinit, and thereisno
lack of enthusiasm for the BTRDA. Itis the right championship
anditisrun for theright people.
Peter Geller
Swindon
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False dawn
Havingfollowed the opening
F1testingsession of the
season from Spain last week,
Ithink that McLaren might
bekidding itself.

Ron Dennis saysthereis
noneed to panic despite the
factthat Jenson Button and
Fernando Alonso completed
far fewer laps than the other
frontrunners. WhileIcan
understand thatheistrying
to paper over the cracks,
teamsrarely recover from
such setbacks.

If acarisright, it goes
right from the outset. Surely
Dennisremembers 1988,
when the MP4/4 blew the
opposition away from the first
moment it hit the circuit?

Ifeel McLaren could be in
for astruggle this season,
which isareal pity. The
person I feel most sorry for
in this whole situation is
Alonso, who has gone from
the proverbial frying pan
into the Honda-powered fire...
Harry White
via email

It’s all fair
Sebastien Ogier and the road
order issue -remember that?

The Frenchman banged
onendlessly last season
about thelikely penalty
thatrunning first on the road
would give him. He argued
that it would be impossible
for him tomaintain his
dominance at the front
of the World Rally
Championship pack.

Well, guess what? Two
rounds in to the 2015 contest,
and Ogier isundefeated, has
ahealthy buffer at the top of
the standings and looks on
course to claim title number
three. What was the big fuss
allabout Seb?

Admittedly, hemade
life tougher for himself in
Sweden than itneeded to
be by driving in to a snow
bank on Friday, but he still
managed to win.

Ogier would be better
served by letting his driving
do the talking, no matter what

therulemakers decide todo.
Hehasthe ability to overcome
any handicap, Ijust wish he
would do it with grace.

James Cooke

via email

High and wide

Like Matt James (MN,
February 11),Ialso have
many memories of Brian
Jones in the commentary box
at Brands Hatch, bothasa
spectator and club competitor
in Modsports and Midgets in
the 1980s. Brian knew most of
us by name and his obvious
enjoyment of the sportfloods
over the Tannoy.

Iparticularly recall
the post-Winter clubbie
gatherings in the paddock
bar in the black hut in the
corner of the paddock. John
and Angela Webb would be
atoneend of the bar, racers
Gerry Marshall and Tony
Lanfranchi would be at the
other and Brian would
usually be holding court
inthe middle with the
likes of us.

Iamdelighted that Brian’s
longtermdedication and
enthusiasm-yes, his
commentaries do get very
enthusiastic—hasbeen
rewarded with the John
Nicol Trophy. Mr Jones,
sir,youareastar.

John Baggott
Tunbridge Wells

Getting a chance
Iwasdelighted thatlast
week’s Motorsport News (Feb
11)decided to highlight the
influx of Brits into the top
flight of sportscarracing.
Thisyear’sbattle has the
makings of aclassic.Isimply
can’t wait for Le Mans, and it
hasbeen more than adecade
since we have had such
diverse competition in terms
of the works teams involved.
AsFormulalstrugglesto
keep the existing teams it
has, the World Endurance
Championship-which was
one of thefirstto fully
embrace alternative engine
technologies —goes from
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MN, Feb 11: WEC line-ups

strength to strength.

There aren’t many decent
seatsin F1unlessadriver has
£20million in his back pocket,
but there are plenty in the
WEC. It offers proper factory
drivestodeserving up-and-
comingdrivers. Thatalone
means it will outstrip F1 for
competition this season.
Steven Waters
via email

Making a date
Ithas almost become an
annual tradition.

Isitdown on a Wednesday
morning with a cuppa and my
copy of Motorsport News, but
noneisascherished asthe
February issue with my
copy of the National Rally
Calendar. Out comes the
diary and the marker pens,
and I can plot my movements
for the season ahead.

Imagine my upset last week
when, despite the promise on
the front page, the calendar
wasnot included. The cuppa
went cold and the pens were
unused. WhatamItodonow?

Am1Isupposed tospend my
weekends in the garden
centre with the missus?
Please save me from this fate!
Bob Friend
Salisbury
Editor—-MN would like to
apologisefor a production
errorthat ledtothecalendar
being omitted from last week’s
issue. We were as disappointed
asyou! Restassured, the
calendarisinthisissue

> > > WWWMOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK/DIGITAI-EDITION
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SPORTING
SCENE
SUNDAY

H Mondello Park,
Donore, County
Kildare

Autotest: Motor
Enthusiasts’ Club
Starts: 1100hrs
Admission:free
Web: motorsport
ireland.com
Contact: 00353 872
574406
HWimbledon
Stadium, Plough
Lane, London
Oval Racing:
1300cc stock cars,
bangers, rookie rods,
superstox

Starts: 1730hrs
Admission: adult
£14,child£6

Web: spedeworth.
co.uk Contact:
01252322920

RALLY
SATURDAY
M Dingwall
Auction Mart,

: Rally: Snowman

 Rally Starts: 0850hrs : :
: 0830hrs Admission: :

i Admission: TBA
Web: snowmanrally.
co.uk Contact:
01463225508

M Blyton Park
Driving Centre,
Lincolnshire

: Rally: Jack Neal Rally
! Starts: 0930hrs

: Admission:free
Web: cdmconline.
com Contact: 01427
628922

HE Fivemiletown,
CountyTyrone,
NorthernIreland
Rally: Spring Rally
Starts: 1101hrs
Admission: TBA
Web: omaghmotor-
club.com

: SUNDAY

: MRural Business
: Centre, Thirsk,

: NorthYorkshire
: Rally: Riponian
Stages Starts:

: £10percarWeb:
: riponmotorsportclub.
: co.uk Contact:

: 01765640546
: HAbbeyleix

: Manor Hotel,

: Ebbeyleix,

: County Laois

: Rally: Birr Stages
! Starts: 0900hrs
: Admission:free
Web: motorsport

: 0035387911 7707

¢ Alldetails correct
attime of press but
please check with
: eventorganisers
before travelling

ireland.com Contact:

o

Let's goracing!! On Sunday, Daytona
Speedway in Florida will vibrate

to the sound of NASCAR and the
legendary Daytona 500

(1800hrs, Premier Sports).

The channel has just signed adeal
to broadcast NASCAR exclusively
live inthe UK for the next three years.

Otherlive action that will involve
big slides and old-school techis the
Legend Boucles rally from Belgium.
It's broadcast on Saturday afternoon
(1400-1635hrs, Motors TV). And
Special Stage Extra is on Motors
TV tonight (Wednesday, 2030-
2100hrs). Also worth atuningintois
the Monte Carlo HistoricRally, on
Motors TV (Friday, 2135-2235hrs),
while the Best of Rally Sweden
follows it at 2235hrs.

Of course, much of the motorsport
interest this week will be focused on
the north east of Spain, where the
Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya
will roar (whisper?) to the sound of
Mercedes, Renault, Ferrari and
Hondaengines as F1 testing
continues. The second of the three

LIVETV

NASCAR:Daytona 500
M Florida: Sunday: 1800hrs
Premier Sports

F1 testingis on the television

pre-season tests runs from Thursday
to Sunday. Atthe end of each day

Sky Sports F1 will carry a 15-minute
summary at 2100hrs and a 15-minute
paddock walk from Ted Kravitz at
2115hrs.

The teams are all counting down
the days to Melbourne. It's coming
evercloser... whetyour appetite by
watching highlights of last season'’s
Australian Grand Prix on Sky
Sports F1, Sunday at 2130hrs.

Rallying:Legend Boucles | &
H Belgium: Saturday: 1400hrs

Motors TV

CANMCLAREN SOLVEITS PROBLEMS?
WILL MERCEDES GOFORA TIME?
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@) thepowersite Sale now on! PERSPEX WINDOWS A N
PISTONS

or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or
Full range of engine components for: clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,

LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM Inverter FREE DELIVERY full thermo-forming service now available. B o
LOTUS 900-SERIES Suitcase >>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT <<=« ENGINE COMPONENTS
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SIMPSON J;

Roace ExhhhauysEs -
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m 4 01753532222 .. Simpson’ - Exhausts
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Denso mini race altemator.

12-1&v adjustable, 50/
J0amp, 1 wire connection.

6425 6AL Digital Capack- F'h:ma:m 21 331 1122

; tive-discharge box. 530v to MSD| Emal: sales@bmtr.co.uk
= Coil. 135mj spark for every “——— |

_ e ] BMTR.CO.UK
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Light Up The Night 3
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www.performanceclutch.co.uk
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SPORTING KITS (Inc. COVER, PLATE & BEARING)

MODEL Organic Ceramatalic MODEL Cuover Organic  Cerametalic MODEL Organic Cemmatallic
Plata Plats Assy Plats Platy Plata Plata

ALFA ALL MODELS CALL FOR DETAILS PEUGEODT 308 201TR S16,GT  £3%1684 £8811  £i7688  BMW MINI COOPER E15658
AUDHALL MODELS TWIN MAGS REFLACEMENT KT FROM £s8407 PEUIGECT 206 20 LTR GTI £22315 £14703 £19153 BMW MINICOOPER S ) £303.80 E35445
BAAN M3 E30 E18787 E14703 E17a50 PORSCHE 811 24973032 £38634 £10667 Sipgog)  ESCORT RSI000 MK 1 {FINTO) EI70.87 E344.45
BAIW M3 E36 3.0 TR £18000 E£17874  E17181 RENALILT 1.4 GT TURBO Eioeie SHR08 Kinosy SO WRARSTAOD ARG AE-TRE N84T, SeAnd
BAMW M3 E38 3.2 LTR £19000 E17674 20761 REMALILT CLIO 1,820 16V EI18416 E11887 E15086 gg:} ﬂﬁ:f,ﬁ%ﬁﬁg}fg' "'ﬁ;} :'n ﬁ‘::
BMW MINICOOPER S 16RE3  wrmcy  mrwsss.  reougssasy REMAULT GUIO 1720182 £20288 £8811 E16883  pornoriae 16y ZETEC (150 BHP)  £48186 245019
BMW MINICOOPER S 18 REE WGl FYWHERL  FROME5001 ROVER VB £18444 E117BE  E10189  poeis gTRS 25 NIT IR WHEELFROM 81400
CATERHAM K SERIES E146850 £65.56 E150.04 ROVER 220 2.0 TR TURBOD E222.77 E14703 E1TRS0 ESCORT COSWORTH 438,08 LA188T
CITROEM SAX0 1.6V VTS £17287 EnNgsy £160.88 SEAT ALL MODELS TWATN MASS SEPLACEMENT KIT FROM EI5407  SIERRA COSWORTH 2WD £993.49 E413.04
ESCORT RS 2000 MK 1,2 £17843 £88.11 E£165.03 TOYOTA COROLLA GTI AEQ2 B7-89 E£17048 E£1188%7 E1508B68  SIERRA RS COSWORTH dx4 E378.08 41857
ESCORT 1.8 MK 345 E20001 ES&11 £186.83 TOYOTA COROLLA GTI AED2 8001 18118 £8811  E18583  HONDA CMVIC B18A ] E360.67
ESCORT 1.6 TURBD B4-86 £14839 E10047  £14371 TONOTA GT4 TURBO 88-86 E256885 E14842 E19808 HONDA INTEGRA TYPE R K204 £340.38 £az285
ESCORT 1.8 TURBO 8860 £20081 £10047  £143.71 TOWOTA SUPRA 2.0 LTR £40808 E18058 £20748 LOTUSELSE 18 £234.45
ESCORT 1.8 XR3l ZETEC 130BHPE200.35 £14204  £196.42 VAUXHALL CORSA/NOVA 13148V £188.38 £8080 f£i15008 MGF 1818 E234.45 E32082
FERRARI 355 CHALLENGE ETI01 £256.74 VAUXHALL CORSANOVA 14,16 18V £16744 £11887 £i5088  MITSUBISHIEVO 4,58 E440.84 E518.67
FIAT GOUPE 2.0 168V TURBO Ea7251 E158066  £200.98 VALDHALL ASTRA 1820 BY £18796 £88.11  £1553  MTSUBISHIEVO 788 £451.18 E517.55
FIESTA ST150 E20001 E£8712 £168.83 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.82.0 16V 8282 £185.14 £14708 ESi7eep  MITSUBISHI 11Bmm NWIN PLATE El1B451  E1306.18
PUMA 1.7 LTR 16V £19420 £8811  £18503 VAUXHALL ASTRAZD 16V 298  £19648 E14708  £17888 ::ﬁ gﬂzm EE'Z ;""‘"Eﬂﬂ ﬁ;;f:f £4m.12
HOMNDA ACCORD TYPE R £23015 14708 £17447 VAUXHALL 20 CALBRATURBO 0206210848 £14708  £10168 | 0 02t ot o s o
HONDA GG B184 £30880 £8811 £166.93 VW POLOD G40,1.4,16Y E16210 E£11887 E15086 ooy <ion INE GTR R33 94.90 iy praiakjd
HOMNDA INTEGRA TYPE R £20800 £8811 £166.53 VW GOLF GT av £19600 E17247 £1B484  yioouy onosy 20 TURBO 94 £383.99 £451.45
HOMDA K204 E27858 EBB11 £166.83 VWGOLFGTI 18V E1G858 E1T247  E1B484 PEUGEDT 208 1.6,1.0 B4-B8 414,40
LAMCIA INTEGRALE &Y E21634 E14703 E1768.90 WA 1.5 2.0 TDH ALL MODELS TN MASES REPLACEMENT KT FROM EIB407  PELGEQT 206 1,8,1.9 89-64 £324.78
m&rﬁﬁiﬂf 18Y :T:-::l :;:!:?ﬂ :::::I; REMALULT RS 1.4 GT TURBOD £202.40 £34263
y ! ; 84 ROVER VE/TRIUMPH TR £273.33
MGF 1.8 £16184 £8a11 giesgs  NEWI AUDI TTRS 215mm TWIN PLATE KIT INCLUDES  5ypapy iIMPREZA TURBO 230MM 83-  £38760 £484,82
MISSAN SUNNY GTRTURBO  £28858 £13040  £19198 FLYWHEEL FROM E1310.06 SUBARU IMPREZA TURBOD WRX 8T 02- £501.88 £560.05
MISSAN SKYLINE GTSGTR R32  £38778  E170.09 E218.97 Larger range avallable please phone for detalls SUBARU TWIN 215mm PLATE £1,27316  E1.385.18
MISSAN SKYLINE (GTR Ras £45480 E18055  £24338 Please add 20 % VAT to pricas CELICA GT4 TURBD E424.25 £476.54
MISSAN SKYLINE GTR R4 39778  E1B0S5  £243.36 e ALTEZZA RS200LEXUS 15200 £371.53 £401.73
PEUGEQT 106 GTI 168V £19418 E118.07 £150.86 @ Carriage £12.50 VI.S'A fg;ﬂ#;gﬁfgggfﬂfmﬂ EI75.43 E383 21
PELGECT 206 GTI 1.6,1.8 £19764 E11887  E£150.86 : b

www.mardigras.co.uk Unit 45, Silverstone Circuit,
Mardi Gras Motorsport Towcester, NN12 8GZ
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EliteCarbonFibre Ltd.
BEUPATIL Y b LA CILTE / Units 20-22 Norwich Road Ind. Est.
' Watton, Thetford, Norfolk IP25 6DR
Carbon fibre race car component manufacturer '

/ r 2 -al,
adladliodogs, F

|

=K

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5271

Contact - Dave Greenwood 07809390316
Email - davecarbonelite@googlemail.com
Website — elitecarbonfibre.co.uk

MOTORSPORT ELECTRONICS

BUY NEW BUY USED
FIT OUT YOUR STORAGE
WORKSHOP EQUIPMENT
OR GARAGE IN NY BRANDS
3-5 DAYS AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE IN ALL UK
‘RAL COLOURS STOCKED

ROLLER CABINET  [5&0MM WIDE) MOBILE WORKEENCH 9 DRAWER CABINET [200KE/DWRI|

PAD-79800-02 5T 4WAT PLI-BL1ST-002 ELTT «WAT P10-31000-28 EE30 «'WAT

ROLLER CABINET [1.020MM WID 7 DRAWER CABINET [200KG/DWR

P1G-5Fac-04 T <N0AT PLE-RRTST-IES CEI5 +VAT P10-T103-34 L +0aT

m—— @ OUR DELIVERY

(! - f:. [ £237 | ’ Suppliers to:
= B ¥ Porsche

P2d-31000-11 E3XT 4NAT

MODULAR WORKBENCH HWA AMG
a7 H0d-03 570 00T P-AIRET-01 ik AT Ford

KTM X-Bow

0800 008 6861 RAPIDGPOLSTORE CO.UK Mini Challenge (UK)

Kamaz
UNIT 10 THE PINES BUSINESS PARK, BROAD STREET, GUILDFORD, SURREY. GU3 3BH V8 Super Cars

Rage Motorsport

EXPERT ADVICE - MASSIVE STOCK « RAPID DELIVERY

whic
! f 1O MORE WELDING ON YOUR BACK!
Full 350 desgres rotalion 1 the houch of a finger.
ez o our wetnite: rolloverjigs.com

844 375 2598 G

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk =~ B Call Handling Solutions on 07828 912 986

PROFESSIOMAL MI'ERSP“DFIT EQUIPMENT

Wirglass
Steering Wheel
Controls

www.CARTEKMOTORSPORT.com
CARTEK AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRONICS Ltd

02380 457747 New number
info@cartekmotorsport.com

DID YOU
KNOW?

59% of MN readers have bought
products and services as a direct
result of seeing their
availability advertised in the
paper. This doesn’t include those
readers who have been
influenced by branding adsin MN
and bought at a later date.
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mm@mmﬂw
I'el 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888

Wheel Ramp Set -

doff ramps, 2off chocks & warning ight
£57.92 £69.50

Tyre Saver
rair E12.42 £14.90

Aluminium Trolley Jack

The Jvest e veny eseniirewn oy

Wheel Skate

Hyddeaulic it
£49.50 £59.50

Fast 0P, Sascar prvaen

j £141.25 £160.50

Axle Stands

Professional. 1 bon (Fairi
£24.58 £29.50

Portable 2w Generator

i

jch iy the vk - 2 o, igiehadght,

Service Barge Trolley Jack
Lightweigit, 225 ton
% .

50 69.48

7 5tk
£41.25 £49.50

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ
S www.rallydesign.co.uk FON By
e The NEW full colour 196 page Rally Design Motorsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE! -

Sunday 3
& Monday 4
May 201

BRAKING SYSTEMS

TON

£39.50 £4T.40

- —

Euroguip Black Line Hoses

Srapedd shaimbess Brake bosa kits,
THF e afnns. B0 Sharvabiss frbdirng.
Teilon fived, Black frarlroenl finich

From £20.74 £35.69 4

Hialels 4 fyed

£24.92 £29.90

S

Engine Stand

i

£59.50 £71.40

¢ <D
Wilwood Line Shut-0ff Valve

l.‘l IE'IS

£129.50 £155.40

Wilwood GPzo0 Caliper
£50.50 £71.40

Pair £3.95 £8.74

rair £16.50 £19.80

Anti-slip Tape

Warning Triangle

£3.90 £4.68

Rally Pouch
£9.95 £11.94

Window Film

£14.50 £17.40

H/Duty Steering Arms
EN T Ir:'n.-,':-juﬂﬁ.irhlll

79.50 £95.40

Ally Radiator
KFkow or Finda

E169.60 £202.52 |}
Steering Arm Quick-fit Kit
rair £9.60 £11.52

". al y
15" Wheel Tubs
rair £150.50 £191.40

Roller Top Mount

CAM sprec. Rodler Bearing
.EH' 50 £71.40

Narrow I'I '.I.lﬂ £14.168 =
Wide £12.80 £15.36 Tub Infill Panels

rair £28.50 £34.20

Body Chassis Stand Kit
Set ol 4

E119.50 £143.40

ET.80 £9.36

Chassis Stand Wall Brackets )
serof 4 £32.50 £39.00 w

PLEASE MOTE: PRICES IN RED ARE EXCLUSIVE OF VAT

INJECTION

Replaces Bosch 044

258 IPH

£37.31 £44.78

Replaces Walbro 342
i farek T80 EPH

£32.15 £39.78

X5 L

£32.00 £38.63

Fuel Pump Mount Brachet

£16.25 £19.50 “r

Fuel Pump Pre-filter

Buller syl

£16.25 £19.50
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TRAILERS & TRHNSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5271

PRG TRAILERS Fines Built British Trailers:

_Frgﬁpnrfer
ﬁ\pnz:.-)

& PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK || Tel.h+44 (0) 1270812402
Web www.prgtrailers:co:uk I_Emall mfo@prgtrallers co:uk

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

—— ==

il

- -

|

|

|
L
|

il

¢
T bbbl R mck g e ==
= e T R ——

1] H“

=

p—
—

e T

Email: sales@woodfordtrailers.com caLL us now 01327 263 384
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BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

) Connected to you

Trident Trailers

Lane Williams Trailers
Weston-Super-Mare
01934 811911,

National stocking dealers

Across the land our dedicated dealer network provides quality without compromise.

South East Anglia
Fieldfare Trailer Centre Anglian Trailer Centre
Salisbury Bury 5t Edmunds
01980 611853, 01284 387000,
Trailer Traders FS Trailers
West Sussex Huntingdon
07967 317315, 01480 453333.
South East The Tractor Shop
GA Commercials Louth
Eastbourne 01507 400051.
01323 763617,

Midlands
GT Tewing Barwell Trailer Centre
Hatfield Barwell
01707 262525, 07791 322390,

Trailers & Components Ltd

Maidstona Craven Arms
01422 233355, 01588 673345
South West UK Trailer Centres
Tamar Trailer Centre Malvern
Plymouth 0845 834 0112,
01752 341133,

Yorkshire
Toller Trailers BDS Trailers
Dorchester Sheffield
01300 320478, 0114 244 9736,

WA S| TRANSPORTER

Morth East Craigsview Trailer Centre Northern Ireland
Lloyd Ltd Dumfries Gault Trailers
Mewcastle 01387 253812. Enniskille
0191 267 7555. 028 643 48000,

JW Green Trailers Ltd
MNerth West Glasgow Trallertak
Chester Tow Bar Centre 0333 456 0222 Lurgan, Co Armagh
Chestar y 07702 400450,
01244 324034, Kay Trailers

Kinross Republic of Ireland
UK Trailer Centres Cork

Tregaron, Ceredigion

Morrison Trailers

00353 (021 491 6500,

0845 834 0112, Invernass
01349 862999. Leroni Trailers
Trailer Traders ; Dublin
Ruthin, Clayd RGC Services 00353 46 905 2101,
07967 317315, Orkney
07727 164306,
Scotland
BCL Vehicles Ltd
Galashiels
0845 8945198,

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For mone information and details of your local BJT dealer please call or visit our website.
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FOR ALLOY RACING TANKS, RADLATORS
AND INTERCOODLERS

Pro Alloy Motorsport Lid
15 Rookwond Way, Hawarhill, Sutholk,
CBS BPB, United Kingdom

0845 226 T561 0845 226 7591
sales@proalloy.co.uk

e e el O

PROALLOY

LONDON'MOTORSPORT SHOWROOM
msar.co.uk | 020 8655 7877

Classic Car
Insurance

Adrian FAux know how much you love

your car, that’s why we are dedicated to
finding you a great policy tailored to your
specific requirements and driving history.
Call us today for a free, no obligation quote.

ADRIAN
FLUX |

0800 085 5000

adrianflux.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Fnancial Conduct Authority

Clagsified advertizing: 0208 267 5211

s INSURANCE

POLICIES FOR

v COMPETITION CARS
+ RALLY & RACE CARS
+ SERVICE VEHICLES

Alloywheelrepairs.com

& Fepain bo pymisium ssd megeesi= whesi snd
santisg

el chemically ripped, e bewd blssted snd
ek comtnd

® ey inwerted ardd POD mned offiet aktemed.

* gl ey OF G BNCl (DOt 10 bukd
‘Woria penr Chirestie HRASR.

' HESR bty kits, Foringi, shodks, woll Ceges and ol paty
g ined sl Pty regiirind 10 bl Gt 10 meovks £

)y of ENDETEROE I B

PHONE: 0161 440 7590 FIOME FARM, 51 VAIN STREET,

f..','f:.. iu.r.:n ..::1 :::y:aninslllrance.co.uk 01904 703 863

-

HEAVY DUTY

INSTANT GARAGES

UP TO 24' (7.3M) LONG

A8 warkshop or peneral storage etc.
| LS ® Extra tough, triple lyer, water proof cover @ Fully
LIV treated [with added fade blockers, ant-ageing anki-
fungal and anti-yellow agents) for long ferm protection
® Haavy dirty povder coatad steel tubing to protsct agesingt pesling, rust, chipping
and comosion @ Ratchet tight and wib strap components ensure drum-Sght cover

I 10 Rawes |2 (L]
N NARROWER WIDTH | =~
~m| (GREAT WHERE |57
L] SPACE IS TIGNT =i

g u
gy

3 EASY WAYS TO B

uUyY...

IN-STORE ONLINE MAIL ORDER

wﬁiﬁ ﬁ'-‘:f'a'i"ﬁl“ﬂﬁs - machinemart.co.uk

0844 880 1250

hers. from & BT landine |5 Spimin, Prices cormact &1 time of print, ES0E.

Benefits available include:

H Agreed Value M FREE Legal Cover
B Modifications Cover H Limited Mileage Discounts

M Track Day Cover M Club Member Discounts
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WEB DIRECTORY

ENGINE TUNING

RACE AND RALLY PARTS
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* Performanice Tuning Speclalists
et Northampton -mmmmm_
Motors 1200 by and Z20 mph capacity
s = L Racing and Omex Engine Managemant

= Waher, Dell'Orio and SU Carburetior Ageis
Piug much more, Comtact us on

01604 766624

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGIME SPECIALISTS
e harve engines mvaliable for Track day cars, Sakoon recing and our NEWY
P e For hisioric: ealbying Talk 3 s Sl your requiremints and wa wil
pul ingether the best pacinge with engines producing 250bhp up 1o 350k
r"’d— s —  For mare infomation smail: salssSgrompbmolorsport.com
Gmupﬂ”ﬂw‘j cal Mark pn: (1244 822 327 of visit: groupbmodorspert.com

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

THROTTLE & DRY SUMP SYSTEMS

www.atpower.co.uk
+44 (0)1953 857800

TRAILERS & TRANSPORT

MARDI GRAS

\\\\ MOTORSPORT
www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE AND RALLY PREP

SIBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management sysiems, enging
kits & componants for use in all fypes of motorsport worldwige.
W: shdev.couk  E: sbomotorspori@biconnect.com  T: +44 (0) 208 381 0121

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECGISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

GEARBOXES

RACE ENGINES

01933 411 993
jondelrace@aol.com

RACEWEAR

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

PRG TRAILERS
www.prgirailers.co.uk
+44 (0) 1270 812 402

mmﬂmmmmnmmmu Evmmmmumu"
ROAD ¥ RACE # KIT-CARS ¥ BIKES & TRIKES # DRAGSTERS ¥ ETC ..
Whasel fitmants for virually and wehicly from 10" i 22* diameter from 3° 10 18 -Idnhmm-wh

for O.E. marefaciurens, drawing i fnshed product, design taciity, wmm
100 50012000 Accrediad Compamy Carilicaln Mo. GBO0

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LS50 and Driveshafts

01782280136 F:0N782 269913

salesfPeliteracingtransmissions.com

g‘ /T

visit: EliteRacingTransmisslons.com

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

YBRACING

MOTORSPORT & PERFORMANCE

omP

Teamwear 5penali5t§ -

E Turnaround

.uu.odmmun LXS
# No Logo Set Up Fees
www.logomeup. co.uk 8 /1

RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS DNLINE... AND MANY MORE TO COME]

PROFESSIONAL MOTORSPORT EQUIPMENT
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

THE BEST BRANDS, BIGGEST STOCKS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

i

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

James Hunter

Kd Sales Executive

T:+44 (0) 208 267 5361

E: James.Hunter@haymarket.com

Jamie Brooker
Ad Sales Executive
T:+44 (0) 208 267 5271

E: Jamie.Brockerf@haymarket.com

Q WWW.J I!o_v Jheel"ep‘iirs net

UK NO. 1 - ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR CENTRE
Alloy Whee! Repair & Alloy Wheel Refurbishment.

Structural Repair & Cosmetic Refurbishment Speclalists

; T: 01555 B41000

33
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTrORSPORT WHEFELE
Winning all over the world since 1973...
Heat treated alloy wheals now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Ted. 30 44 1052 BE0ETE  sales@comp.coiuk

TO BOOK AN ADVERT INTO
OUR WEB DIRECTORY,
CONTACT ONE OF THE TEAM
ON 0208 267 5271

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Paul Skinner
Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5414

E: Paul. Skinner@haymarket.com



Proud Sponsors of the
BTRDA REIS Ravenol Rally Series 2015

2015 Wyedean Forest
Rally Winners

1 1st Paul Bird & Aled Davies
*| 2nd David Weston & Kirsty Riddick
3rd Hugh Hunter & Andy Marchbank

S
2015 Wydean Forest Rally Silver Star winners  See all the action on Motors TV
1st Peter Elkins & Andrew Joll
= e s DON'T MISS IT!
REIS

BTRDA

REIS CO. uk

Unit 4, Wheatcroit Business Park, Landmere Lane, Edwalton, Nottingham, NG12 4DG -Tel: 0115 965 1020

REIS is a trading name of Chaucer Insurance Services Limited. Registered in England No, 02135730 Registered Otfice: Plantation Place, 30 Fenchurch Street,
London EC3M 3AD - Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.




