Low finances
(See paragraph 17)

Wayward children
(See paragraph 16)

Health problems
(See paragraph 15)

warning message, he could not force
wicked people around him to accept
that message, nor could he make the
Flood come any sooner. Noah had
to trust that Jehovah would keep His
promise to end wickedness, believing
that God would do so at just the right
time.—Gen. 6:17.

7 We too live in a world filled with
wickedness, which we know Jehovah
has promised to destroy. (1 John 2:17)
In the meantime, we cannot force peo-
ple to accept the “good news of the King-
dom.” And we cannot do anything to
speed up the start of the “great tribula-
tion.” (Matt. 24:14, 21) Like Noah, we
need strong faith, trusting that God will
soon intervene. (Ps. 37:10, 11) We are
convinced that Jehovah will not allow
this wicked world to continue for even
one day longer than his purpose re-
quires.—Hab. 2:3.

8 What Noah could do: Instead of giv-
ing up because of what he could not

8. How did Noah focus on what he could do?
(See opening picture.)

do, Noah focused on what he could
do. As “a preacher of righteousness,”
Noah faithfully proclaimed the warning
message he had been given. (2 Pet.
2:5) No doubt, doing so helped Noah
keep his faith strong. In addition to
preaching, he also used his physical and
mental abilities to accomplish the God-
assigned work of building an ark.—Read
Hebrews 11:7.

9 Like Noah, we strive to have “plenty
to do in the work of the Lord.” (1 Cor.
15:58) Such work may include the con-
struction and maintenance of facilities
for worship, volunteering to assist at as-
semblies and conventions, or caring for
assignments at a branch office or a re-
mote translation office. Above all, we
stay busy in the preaching work, know-
ing that this work strengthens our hope
for the future. One faithful sister put
it this way: “When you talk to others
about the blessings of God’s Kingdom,
you realize that your listeners have ab-
solutely no hope and that they see their

9. How can we imitate Noah’s example?
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