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German giant hacks out of Le Mans and

[7Audi Sport

Jarvis is keen to remain
at the front of the WEC

ByRob Ladbrook

British ace Oliver Jarvis will seek to
remain in the FIA World Endurance
Championship nextseason, even

if it means severing his ties with
Audi Sport.

Jarvishasbeen partof Audi’sfull-time
WECTroster for the last two seasons, and
thisyearsitsthird in the championship
alongside AudiR18e-tron quattro team-
mates Lucasdi Grassiand Loic Duval.

There aretworacesleft—at Shanghai,
Chinaandthentheseasonfinale in
Bahrainlaterthismonth-and they
will form Audi Sport’s final foreseeable
LMP1 outings after the German firm
announced last week that it would wind
upitssportscar programmeattheend
of thisseason.

Jarvis, 32,said that theannouncement
cameasashock tothe system,and has
left him assessinghis optionstoremain
onthegridfor2017. Jarvis’s current
factory driver deal with Audi Sport
expiresat theend of thisseason.

“Personally, thishas come at the very
worst time,” said Jarvis. “This year it
feelslike things have clicked for myself,
Lucasand Loicand the entire number
eight car crew. Wehad a string of bad
lucklast year, but this season we got
that breakthrough win at Spa [round
two] and we’ve been challenging ineach
round since. It’s such ashamethat we
won’t get that third year together when
Ifeel we really could have gone for the
LeMans win and tried todominate
the championship.

“Thenews wasareal shock, and we
were told formally about two hours
before the pressrelease went out. But
weknew somethingwasn’tright. The
biggest shock was the immediacy of it
endingthisyear, asall of therumours
suggested we had another season and the

Audi’s first Le Mans 24 Hours victory was in 2000

Audi will insfead focus on For_mu.la E deal with Abt
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World Endurance
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team were already well down theline
with development of next year’s car.
Now that’s all for nothing.”
Jarvisisnow left seekingaraceseat
for next season. With Audi downscaling
much of itsmotorsportactivitiesfor
2017, hehas slim pickings should he
be able toremain with the Ingolstadt
marque. Jarvishasbeen partof Audi’s
works motorsport programme since
hejoined the DTM in 2008.
“Thenextstep will beabout sitting
down and seeing what’s availableand
what suits me best, but my optionsare
massively narrowed at Audiinterms
of whatthey can offer;” saidJarvis.
“Forme, I havefoughtforsolongto
gettothetop of the WEC,andIlove
the championship. It’'shometothe best
driversand carsout there, sonaturally

IwanttostayracinghereandatLeMans.

There may beapossibility of a GT
programme with Audi somewhere, but
my focusisonstayinginthe WEC.I've
hadnineamazing yearsat Audi,andI've
felt privileged to be part of the family for
every one. Butif Ihavetolook elsewhere
tocontinuemy careerthen Iwill.

“The World Endurance Championship
will survive without Audi. Sure, it’sa
massive blow when abrand thatbig
bows out, but there’s still two big
manufacturersthere [Porsche and
Toyota] and new ones like BMW coming
intothe GT class in 2018. Hopefully one
door can shutand another can open for
measIfeelI've proven myself atthis
level. Manufacturers come and go, and
it’'samatter of putting yourself inthe
rightplacestostayontheradar,and
that’s whatI have todoagain now.”

FormulaE focus

Audi’s withdrawalhas been prompted
by its parent company, the Volkswagen-
Audi Group, bracingitself for sizeable
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Duval, Jarvis, di Grassi: in title fight\

financial penalties in the wake of the
road car emissions scandal.

A second contributingfactoristhe
decline in sales of turbo-diesel engines
across Europe, with some countries also
comingunder political pressure to ban
the powertrains entirely by the year 2030.

Together with the downscaling of
motorsportbudgets, Audihasseena
chancetorefocusitsracingactivities
aroundelectric cars. Thefirmisdue
tolaunch arange of electricroad cars
from 2018.

Assuch Audi will focus on its Formula
Epartnership with the Team Abt
Schaeffler squad, which would require
less investment and resource, freeing
someof the Auditechnical department
tomove ontoroad car development.

Audichairman Rupert Stadler said:
“We’re goingto contest the race for
the future on electric power. As
our production cars are becoming
increasingly electric, our motorsport
cars, as Audi’s technology spearheads,
have to be even more so.”

Dr Wolfgang Ullrich, who hasled
Audi Sport Team Joest for the last
18 years, added: “After 18 years
in prototyperacingthat were
exceptionally successful, it’s obviously
extremely hard toleave. Audi Sport
Team Joest shaped the WEC duringthis
periodlike no other team.Iwouldlike
to express my thanks to our squad,
Reinhold Joest and his team, to the
drivers, partners and sponsors for
this extremely successful cooperation.
It’sbeenagreattime.”

Audiremains committed to DTM,
although eachmarqueintheserieshas
agreed torunsix carsrather thaneight
nextyear. There hasbeenno decision
onits support of Mattias Ekstrom’s
World Rallycross Championship-
winning EKS team. However, Audi

AUDI’SLVIP1 ACHIEVEMENTS

B Le Mans 24 Hours

13 wins (2000,2001,2002, 2004, 2005, 2006,
2007,2008,2010,2011,2012,2013,2014)
B FIAWorld Endurance Championship
Twottitles (2012,2013)

B Sebring 12 Hours

11 wins (2000-2007,2009, 2012,2013)
M PetitLe Mans

Nine wins (2000-2008)

B AmericanLe Mans Series

Nine titles (2000-2008)

B EuropeanLe Mans Series

Two titles (2001-LMS, 2008 - ELMS)

hasnotruled outexpanding its
World Rallycross Championship
programme beyond just the single
team. Much of that would hinge on
the development of electrified RX
cars inthefuture though.

Toyota committed

Toyota Gazoo Racinghasalsoissued a
statement confirmingthatitremains
committed to its LMP1 programme,
despite Audi’s withdrawal and its
own impending World Rally
Championship attack.

The Toyota team, which accelerated
development on anew turbocharged
2.4-litre engine for the WEC this year,
said: “We are preparing for 2017 when
we will return with the target of
winning Le Mans and the world
championship. We will miss Audi,
which has been a strongand
sportsmanlike competitor and has
helped to establish the WEC as one of
the fastest-growing, most innovative
championships in motorsport.”

Porsche had confirmed its LMP1
programme was guaranteed until 2018,
with company bosses suggesting the
firm was thinking even longer term.

FULL REPORT FROM WALESRALLYGB » 29 O PAGE4

VW T0 PULL THE
PLUG ON WRC?

Volkswagen will quit the World Rally Championship
atthe end of this season, according to sources close
to the German firm.

The decision was expected to be taken ataboard
meeting on Tuesday. While some sources insist
the decision is made, others are talking about the
potential for one more season and one more title
defence with the PoloRWRC.

Volkswagen was confirmed as manufacturer
champion for a fourth-straight season after Sebastien
Ogier’s victory on last week's Wales Rally GB.

Audi’s departure from the World Endurance
Championship caused immediate speculation about
Volkswagen's continued presence inrallying in the
aftermath of last year's diesel emissions crisis.

Volkswagen team principal Sven Smeets declined
to comment on speculation, but told MN: “The news
of Audi, of course I haven't been involved. | also got
the news like everybody else —l don't know what is
happening in Audi. But then the rumours [about
Volkswagen] started straight away in Germany. This
is one, not really motorsport person, who asked the
question, but put in his story that Wolfsburgisin
question. | don't want to talk about these rumours or
this speculation.”

Volkswagen's current commitment to the WRC
stretches to the end of 2019. Asked if he stood by
that commitment, Smeets said: “l told you before that,
when you work for the big company they have to look
into the future. Our group is going into electric
technologies and we have to explore the future. It's
very normal, I'm sure Citroen is still doing the same.
The homologation for the 2020 World Rally Cars, for
example, is not something we can start the year before
—we worked on the 2017 car for two years already.”

There's no doubt VW's continued participation in
aglobal motorsport programme has been called
into question since dieselgate and the potential
multi-billion-pound fall-out.

Sources close to the team admit a decision to quit
the series came close 12 months ago, but was
deferred when then team principal Jost Capito found
away to slash the budget by cutting back on what
had been an extravagant hospitality activation.

Some point to the millions already spent on
developing the all-new 2017 PoloRWRC as a
potential reason for VW to remain in the world
championship. But one senior source said: “The
budget forthe WRCis adrop in the ocean in terms
of the numbers involved in dieselgate. It's not about
the budget, it's about public perception and it's about
people inthe street seeing Volkswagen participating
in something which looks expensive. That's possibly
not what's needed right now.”

Gauging opinion across the service park, the most
likely outcome for the Hannover-based teamis that the
squad will remain in the World Rally Championship
for one further season, terminating its commitment
torallying atthe end of 2017 after what would be five

years at the top of the sport.
David Evans
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World champion controlled his pace to claim Wales Rally GB win. By David Evans

OGIERMAKESA

astyear asubdued
and visibly
emotional
Sebastien
Ogierleft the
winner’s bottle
of champagne
untouched. Shocking events
in Parisa day earlier quelled
the mood for celebration. The
Frenchman promised British
fanshe’d be back with a smile
nexttime around.

Last Sunday afternoon, he couldn’t
and wouldn’t stop smiling. Heand
co-driver Julien Ingrassiadrained
the champagne off the back of
another superb performance.

Ogier’ssummer of discontent must
seemaverylongtime agonow. Inthe
lastfive weeks he’s taken his first
win in Corsica, hisfourth title in
Spain and now hisfirst win of the
year on gravel. Some would say
Ogier’sreturned to his purple
patch.Ipropose he’sneverleft. One
too-deep-ditch-hook in Finland aside,
he’sbeen pretty peerless all year.

Four and four again
Ogier’snotreally aman for numbers.
He got the number four, that one came
lasttime out in Spain. But the fact
thathe’snever won a rally four times
onthebounce? He wasn’t sure.

“Idon’tknow,” he said ahead of
the event. “If you tell me this, I
believe you.Idon’t really know
thenumbers...”

Rally GB or RAC Rally hat-tricks are
nothingnew. They’ve been happening
since Erik Carlsson in the Sixtiesand
TimoMakinen in the Seventies. But
fourinarow? Not quite socommon.
Petter Solberg’s the only one.

Joining Hollywood would be nice,
but Ogier was driven by amore
fundamental desire last week. He was
driven by frustration, the frustration
atnot winning sofar this season
on gravel. Rally Australia’s shift to
become the final round of the season
inalittle over afortnight meansthe
New South Walesroads will be drier
and lessfavourable than ever to the
man at the front of thefield.

“Ithink this could be my last
chance to win on gravel this
season. AndIwanttodo this, it’s
my favourite surface,” said Ogier.

Said with asteel intheeye,
the sentence resonated with the
menace of afighter pilot confirming
missilelock. Atthe end of thefirst
stage, Ogierlookedless sure. He'd
slipped and slithered his way through
the opening 19 miles of competition
in Myherin.

“Idon’t know,” he said. “Icouldn’t
find the confidence. The visibility
was bad, we had thefogand the
wipers kept stopping. Every minute
or so, they were sticking.”

Fastest.

Feetfound, hedidn’t miss abeat. His
Volkswagen, however, wasn’t quite so
compliant. A noisy driveshaft at the
rear of the Poloremained in the back
of Ogier’s mind for the afternoon, but
only came to the forefront in the final
few competitive metres of Friday,
when the car started diving to the
left under braking.

“I'think we were quite lucky,”
said Ogier.

Nonsense. Ogier’s car held together
longer than his team-mates —-we’ll
come to them —because he drives it
softer, straighter, cooler, calmer.

Much as thefirstrun through
Myherin might have unnerved
him, the second shot cemented
his confidence.

Vmgy

Ogier built up a big cushion
on the opening day in Wales

Thefog was worse second time
around. A real pea-souper, the sort
found on the moorland-style road on
top of Myherin, is a greatleveler; it
canturnanaceintoanaverage driver
and strip a world champion back to
amere mortal. Not this one.

“Ireally committed in the fog,” said
Ogier. “Iwas much happier on the
second time. I knew the notes worked,
soIreally drove tothem and trusted
them. It’snot nice in these conditions,
butIwas very happy with that time.
The confidence was really there.”

The Frenchman’s pace was
relentless and, frustratingly for
hisrivals, apparently free from the
biggest of risks once he was away
andintheclear.

Sensingthere would be talk of his
favourable position ontheroad, Ogier
defused it immediately, by fronting
uptoit.

Hesaid: “Iknow I have the
advantage wherelam.I knowI'm
in the best position and I have to
make the most of it. Thave to use this
advantage because on Sunday we’re
allin the same place [on theroad].”

That he did, going into the final
day with 33 seconds in hand, Ogier
was able to slacken the commitment
slightly, but he insisted Ott Tanak’s
exceptional pace meant the final
day wasno Sunday drive.

DMACK’s dry dream
When Tanak arrived in Ruthin

for service after a couple of runs at
shakedown, the dream was coming
true. He stepped out of the all-white
DMACK Ford Fiesta RS WRC and
smiled. Then grinned.

Something was missing.

“Nomud...” said the Estonian.

The car was spotless, the
dreamreal.

BBC Breakfast’s ever-cheerful
weather watcher Scottish Carol was
inonitaswell -talking of highs of
19degrees in placesjustastone’s
throw from Clocaenog. Yes, there
might have been the odd cloud on the
horizon, but it wasn’t expected to
deliver anything. And sunshine?
There’d be enough.

Departing Chester’s Holiday
Inn well before dawn on Friday
morning, it was genuinely warm.

Friday was a bigday, but with
new boots waiting in Newtown at
lunchtime, the most important thing
on day one was the weather staying
dry for the weekend.

Saturday was key.

Eight dry stages and a shade over
60 competitive miles would be, so the
theory went, just beyond Michelin’s
soft cover (it’s possible tyre-saver
extraordinaire Ogier might have
had somethingtosay aboutthat...).

DMACK’s soft would have been even
worse. But the hard compound, well
that was a different matter. The shift
in production base from China to the
UK has given DMACK the ability to
testand tune tyres far quicker and
the hard variant of the DMG+2 GS61
was primed and ready for Saturday.
Marginally harder than Michelin’s
soft, this one had been cooked
specifically for these conditions.

Thereintroduction of Pantperthog
was afurther shot in the arm for
DMACK’s plans —the slate-based
five-miler just north of Machynlleth
was about as abrasive as the roads
come inthis part of the world.

Acrosstheboard, everybody
was talking Tanak whitewash in
mid-Wales.

Kris Meeke, Ruthin town centre
car park Thursday morning: “Ott’s
the dark horse, he’sthe one to watch
onthosetyres...”

Such sentiment was echoed
everywhere... right up until the point
where the weather went south and
therain started.

All was notlost. The softer soft
would still offer some advantage in
damp conditions. Tanak charged
hard. Fastest in Hafren and Dyfnant
first time, he clungto Ogier’s coat-
tails, just7.7s behind the Frenchman.
Four stages in, the best of the rest

were already more than half aminute
off the front.

A problem with the left-rear of
the Fiesta was cause for concern
in Newtown, but Tanak promised
he was more than capable of dealing
with abit of squirmingand darting
around under braking. What he
couldn’t cope with was a puncture
and when he clipped a kerb-like
rock a couple of miles from the end of
Dyfnant, theright-front tyre flattened
immediately.

In all honesty, Tanak had struggled
tocontain Ogier’space on Friday’s
polished clean, even more slippery
rerunstages. Arrivingat the start of
SS8, he was 22.3s behind. Coming out
the other end, the gap was 37.3s.

Atjustoverhalf aminute, the
gap wasjustout of reach?

“Ithink you’re beingkind,” smiled
Tanak, “Ithink it’s more than alittle
bitout of reach. We can’t do this
withjustdriving.”

That wouldn’t stop him trying.
Quickest on four of the day’s seven
forest stages, Tanak won the day
by 3.5s.

Sunday merely rubbed salt into the
wounds as Tanak wound the DMACK
caruptowinallsix stagesina
sublime display of drivingtalent. It
alsoserved as a timely reminder of
just what an M-Sport-made Fiesta’s
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‘Deserves credit for getting
back behind the wheel’

Lefebvre’s Wales Rally GB run rated, pZ

Ogier used his head as well as his right foot to collect a fourth Rally GB victory

)

capable of. Tanak won the final day
by an incredible 23.6s.

Victory in the weekend battle meant
little to the men who’d had their eyes
on winningthe war justa couple of
days earlier.

Nothing’s as good as a win, but for
man, machine and tyre, this came
as close as possible.

Home rule?

For 27 years, Johnny Foreigner
didn’tgetalook in. From Colonel
Loughborough’s Lanchester in

1932 all the way through the Gerry
Burgessina Ford Zephyr in 1959,
the RAC Rally was a Brit shoo-in.
Then the Scandos arrived and spoiled
everything. We waited 13 years for
Roger Clark’s 1972 win-a success
herepeated four yearslater. After
1976, a generation watched and
waited. Eighteen events on and
Colin McRae turned arally lead into
arally winin 1994.

Igrewup inthe middle of those
barren 18 years. They feltlike a
lifetime. We're getting dangerously
close tothat number again: when
we’re back in Deeside in 12 months,
it’llbe 17 years since Richard Burns’
2000 win.

No pressure then Kris Meeke.

The Dungannon driver couldn’t

continuedonpage 6

Podium hep Neuville c.onsoldate second in the points table

STAGE TIMES

SS1 Myherin 1
(19.77 miles)

Fastest Ogier 18m07.0s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +7.6s

SS2 Sweet Lamb 1
(2.63 miles)

Fastest Ogier 2m49.0s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +12.1s

SS3 Hafren 1
(21.83 miles)
Fastest Tanak 20m45.4s
Leader Ogier Second Tanak
+99s

$54 Dyfnant 1

(11.13 miles)

Fastest Tanak 10m18.9s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +7.7s

$S5 Myherin 2
(19.77 miles)

Fastest Ogier 18m01.4s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +15.1s

SS6 Sweet Lamb 2
(2.63 miles)

Fastest Ogier 2m53.7s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +17.4s

SS7 Hafren 2

(21.83 miles)

Fastest Ogier 20m58.6s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +23.3s

SS8 Dyfnant 2
(11.13 miles)
Fastest Neuville 10m32.1s
Leader Ogier Second Tanak
+31.3s

SS9 Pantperthog 1
(5.99 miles)

Fastest Tanak 5m47.1s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +35.8s

$S10 Dyfi 1

(13.12 miles)

Fastest Ogier 12m01.2s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +38.2s

$S11 Gartheiniog 1
(Z.05 miles)

Fastest Neuville 7m00.9s
Leader Ogier Second Tanak
+36.3s

$S12 Pantperthog 2
(5.99 miles)

Fastest Tanak 5m50.5s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +33.4s

SS13 Dyfi 2

(13.12 miles)
Fastest Tanak 12m12.9s
Leader Ogier Second Tanak
+30.6s

SS14 Gartheiniog 2
(7.05 miles)

Fastest Tanak Tm07.4s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +24.8s

SS15 Aberhirnant
(8.64 miles)

Fastest Ogier 7m29.3s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +31.8s

SS16 Cholmondeley
Castle (1.12 miles)
Fastest Mikkelsen Tm08.6s
Leader Ogier Second Tanak
+338s

SS17 Clocaenog 1
(4.18 miles)

Fastest Tanak 4m19.0s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +33.2s

SS18 Brenig 1

(4.93 miles)

Fastest Tanak 5m23.1s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +29.7s

SS19 Alwen 1

(6.47 miles)

Fastest Tanak 5m42.1s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +25.9s

$520 Clocaenog 2
(4.78 miles)

Fastest Tanak 4m18.4s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +23.0s

S$S21 Alwen 2

(6.47 miles)

Fastest Tanak 5m39.7s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +16.4s

S$S22 Brenig 2

(4.93 miles)

Fastest Tanak 5m19.0s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +10.2s

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

COLIN
CLARK

“Rally GB is
now a joy”

eople have always asked
me what my favourite rally
on the calendaris and I’'ve
always had real troublein
answering this question.
The easier question was
always: ‘What’s your least favourite rally ?’
And that was, until three years ago very
easy to answer: Wales Rally GB.

IfIhad been told that | had to miss one eventa
year, it would have been a no-brainer. I'd have
been far happier sunning myself on a far-away
beach with a copy of Colin McRae's biography
than battling the overbearing, pompous, self-
serving bureaucratic parochials who seemed
hell-bent on ruining my every trip to Wales.

It's fair to say, it was the only event where |
ever felt distinctly unwelcome.

But what a transformation. The reinvigorated
Wales Rally GB now stands right up there with
my favourites. It's not just the move up north
that has rejuvenated what was a fading classic.
More than that, it's the team behind the event.

Ben Taylor, boss of the event, isarare
character. He's a pocket dynamo, running
around and taking responsibility for every
aspect of what he rightly feels is his event. He
wants to know what's going on and he wants
everyone involved in the rally to know he’s
there, and accessible. | even saw him driving
the shuttle bus across Brenig Dam on Sunday’s
powerstage. A boss who mucksin and gets his
hands and battered CAT boots dirty isaboss to
be respected.

But perhaps more important even than the
bossis the incredible team he has under him.

I can honestly say there isn’ta department
within the Wales Rally GB organising team that
operates below par. From the stages teams, to
the media office and everyone in between, they
allwork their socks off to deliver alevel of
professionalism that is a credit to them all.

But I really have to single out two people: lain
Campbell, the new clerk of the course being the
first. lain’s a quiet, dependable Scotsman who,
inthe decade or so I've know him, has proved
himself to be entirely unflappable. He handles
crisis and criticism with a cool, level head and
is the perfect man to take the rally forward in
coming years. The second? Route master
extraordinaire Andrew Kellitt, who continues
to over deliverin an increasingly demanding
environment. These two gents are the backbone
of arally that is clearly going places.

However...all this hard work is continually in
danger of being completely undone by a handful
of people (“people” is being kind to them).
What sort of moron lights aflare in aforest stage
just before a car comes hurtling down the track?
It's madness on amind-blowing scale. We
need to rid our sport of this and weed out these
idiots before something happens that means
our sportis changed forever.

We have a fabulous event that is without doubt
heading in the right direction. But all that hard
work will count for nothing unless we geton
top of these lunatics.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) ) ¢
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Continuedfrompage 5

have been more up frontabout
hischancesahead of therally.
“Unlikely” washow he described
them. Rarely has unlikely
sounded more like “absolutely
nochance.”

There were more than afew
who were concerned at what they
saw as somethingof a defeatist
attitude from Meeke. When, for

IAIN
CAMPBELL

“Being Wales Rally GB
clerk is a real honour”

ver since Fred Gallagher
stepped down as clerk of
the course of Wales Rally
GB atthe end of lastyear’s
event, | had been worrying
about my elevation tofill
the enormously big shoes he’d leftunder
the table in rally control.

Fred had been doing the job for 20 years
and the prospect of trying to follow him was
fairly daunting.

Throughout this season, I've watched and
learned as this incredible team went through
the gears and built up towards the start of last
week’s event. By the time | moved into Deeside
atthe start of the week, the nerves had gone. I'd
been enormously reassured at seeing just how
good these folk are at doing what they do.

Ithen realised, however, that the final
decisions on things now lay with me, which
made me all the more determined not to let
anybody down.

Asithappened, the event ran faultlessly. Fora
firsttime as clerk, last week's rally was a pretty
good one —nothing like the weather-affected
nightmare last yearturned out to be. | offered
up asilent prayer of thanks to the weather gods
on Sunday night.

Collectively, what we do in rally control is what
we've always done in rally control: we set the
convoy moving at shakedown on Thursday
morning and we just try to keep it rolling along
until Sunday afternoon. And we did that with
an absolute minimum of fuss and drama.

There were a couple of spectator and
marshal-related illnesses along the way, but
those were dealt with quickly and competently
—as were the massed ranks of spectators
on the second run of Clocaenog.

Friday was probably the busiest day, which
concluded with us going into a city centre
eventin Chester later than planned. But again,
we worked through our plans and everything
was perfect.

The second run of Alwen also caused a few
tense moments. As we watched the first run
through the Sunday test, which started at
0928hrs, it became clear we might be in
danger of lapping ourselves with the second
runwhich started at 1114hrs. As it was, the
zero carfor SS21 went into the stage pretty
much directly behind the sweeper for SS19!

But we made it. People have asked me what
it's like to be clerk of the course of a WRC
round and that question makes me smile. | can't
believe people are asking me that question!
Thanks to my dad, I've been rally mad all my life
and the thought of me, lain Campbell, being
the clerk of the course of a world championship
still catches me by surprise.

And that was probably the reason | found
myself sitting down on my own in rally control
with a stupid big grin on my face late on Sunday
night. But the reality is, there's a fair bit more
paperwork thanI'dimagined.

But if that's the price of the bestjob in
the world, thenam happy.

example, had you heard Colin or
Richard talkingabout havingno
chance when they came home
inequalmachinery?Itdidn’t
happen. They made thisevent
their own and they ruled it for six
consecutive seasons.

It’'saseasy tolook back fondly
andremember the ballsy Brits
walkingon water, justasit’seasy
totalk about the runningorder
thing getting into Meeke’shead
and forcing himtoconcede
before the thing’s even begun.

Butthere’smoretothisone
than meetstheeye. Let’snot
forget, the dampersonthe DS 3
WRC canbe traced back to2007.
Granted, there’sbeenan
evolution, butnothinglike
therevolution needed to keep
pace with what Volkswagen has
delivered. You only had tostand
attheside of aslowormedium
speed corner in Walesto see
where some of the time was
going. The Polo pitched and
bucked under brakingand
acceleration, constantly feeling
forthemechanical grip with the
kind of subtlety that hasalways
eluded Citroen and its DS 3. By
contrast, Meeke’s motor was
sittingon top, solid, unflinching.

This worked perfectly in
Finland, whereadirectand
precise carisneeded tofirethe
thingfrom one high-speed curve
and cresttoanother, butin
Wales traction was atanabsolute
premium and the DS3 WRC
was exposed badly for the
comparative dinosaur that it is.

If it wereneeded, further
evidence came in fromthe
scorched Michelins beneath
Meeke and co-driver Paul Nagle.

“We strugglefortraction,”
said Meeke, “so we're getting
wheelspin infourth gear in some
stages. That wearsthe tyresand
when the tyres are worn we get
even more wheelspin.”

Meeke’s challenge for third
was stymied by tyre trouble of a

more prosaicnature on Saturday:

acouple of slow punctureson
successive stageslefthim with
nosparesand evenlessreason
totakerisksonthesecondloop.

Breen admitted to pushing too hard,whichledtoaroll

Meeke struggled to find
decent grip levels

Asmuchasanything, the
weather scuppered Meeke’s
chances.If ithad stayed dry,
the DS 3would have found more
gripand Ogier’sadvantage at
thefrontof thefield would
have been negated.

“Friday and Saturday were
exactly the conditions we didn’t
want,” said Meeke. “We did
everything we could, butI
wasn’t prepared torisk
absolutely everything for
another second or two. What
would have been the point?
There would have been a
corner waiting... We’ve had
the perfect scenario for
runningfirston theroad, no
doubtabout that. In all honesty,
Sebastien’s earned his chance
torun first after going through
what he’s gone through this
year.Ijust hope heenjoyedit...”

Meeke hadn’t much enjoyed
his time in Wales, but he wasn’t
interested in dwelling on the
immediate past.

“Next year,” hesaid, “it’sup
tome.Iwanttocome here in
aposition to be challenging
for the championship and if
I'm challenging for the
championship then I’'m going
tobe inasimilar position to
him [Ogier, it’sanatural
assumption the Frenchman
will be fighting for a fifth] on
theroad. That’llmeanI’'m
in much better shape to be
fighting to win thisrally.”

Deeside and Dungannon,
put that Welsh champagne on
ice. Comeback tousinayear.

_hﬁq

Meeke’s team-mates Craig
Breen and Scott Martin
started the event in pursuit of
apodium, only to suffer the
same fate when the rain fell
on Friday.

Breen’s pace through
Myherin was impressive:
fourth fastest and 3.6s up on
Meeke. He took another half a
second in Sweet Lamb, but that
was as good as it would get for
theIrish-English DS 3 crew.
They rolled second time
through Myherin.

“The start was good,” said
Breen. “The first stage felt
horrible, but maybe that was
the key. Iwasn’t chasingthe
time, the time came tome. I
chased it in the next couple
and maybe overdrove a bitand
lost some time. Second time
through Myherin, we hita
bank androlled. I'm so
disappointed, I was solooking
forward tothisevent.”

VW’s troubles
Winninga fourth successive
world manufacturers
championship isnever going
tobe abad result totake home
from arally, but Volkswagen
team principal Sven Smeets
admitted Friday had given
the Germans something of
ascare.

Allthree Polos were hit by
afront driveshaft problem.
Andreas Mikkelsen was
troubled from the start, but
Jari-Matti Latvalaand Ogier’s
issuesarrived later in the day.

B 3 T
Jari-Matti Latvala finished seventh after driveshaft woes

Hannover held its breath. If
Ogier hadn’t made it out of
Friday in one piece, that first
gravel win of the year could
have been in seriousjeopardy
given that thenumber one
Polo’snotexpected tofeature
inthefinal-roundfight.

Latvalafinished aforgettable
seventh, Mikkelsen a tortured
12th, both deserved better.

The Norwegian’s problems
also costhim valuable ground
inthefightforsecondinthe
championship. Hyundai’s
Thierry Neuvillemoved 15
pointsclear with the final
podium spot. Neuvilleand
team-mate Hayden Paddon
fought tooth and nail throughout
the event, but the Belgian
alwayslooked tohave the edge.
Certainly,bothhad thelegson
Dani Sordo, who ended an event
heneverparticularly enjoys in
sixth place behind Meeke and
justahead of Latvala. M-Sport
factory drivers Mads Ostberg
and Eric Camillisandwiched a
ninth-placed Stephane Lefebvre,
the Citroen starmakingavery
welcomereturntothestages
following his shockingRally
Germany crash in August.

Talking of welcomereturns,
Ogiermade good on the promise
he’d offered Britishfans 12
monthsearlier. He came back,
won therally, wore the smile
and soaked an enthusiastic
and utterly appreciative
audience with champagne.

Last Sunday, everything
went to plan.
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1 |Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) | Volkswagen Polo RWRC | 3h14m30.2s
2 |Ott Tanak (EST)/Raigo Molder (EST) Ford Fiesta RS WRC +10.2s
LA 3 |Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundaii20 WRC +1m35.4s
SEBASTIEN OGIER IARI-MATTI LATVA 4 |Hayden Paddon (NZL)/John Kennard (NZL) Hyundaii20 WRC +1m54.9s
VOLKSWAGEN MOTORSPORT VOLKSWAGEN MOTORSPORT 5 | Kris Meeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL) Citroen DS 3 WRC +2m35.2s
6 |Dani Sordo (ESP)/Marc Marti (ESP) Hyundaii20 WRC +4m02.6s
Made the best use of The five's not completely 7 _|Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Volkswagen Polo RWRC | +4m28.3s
the conditions, drove his fault this time. He's 8 |Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Ola Floene (NOR) Ford FiestaRS WRC +4m38.3s
sympathetically on paying the price for 9 _|Stephane Lefebvre (FRA)/Gilles de Turckheim (FRA) | Citroen DS 3 WRC +7m12.2s
Friday afternoon aropey Volkswagen 10 |Eric Camilli (FRA)/Benjamin Veillas (FRA) Ford FiestaRS WRC +8m19.3s
and superbly for supplier driveshaft. 12 | Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) | Volkswagen Polo R WRC | +9m44.0s
the weekend. Butinall honesty, the 15 _|Lorenzo Bertelli (ITA)/Simone Scattolin (ITA) Ford FiestaRS WRC +10m50.6s
The Frenchman Finnwasn'treally atthe 17_|Quentin Gilbert (FRA)/Renaud Jamoul (BEL) | Citroen DS 3 WRC +11m56.5s
never looked truly races before he had his 38_|Valeriy Gorban (UKR)/Volodymyr Korsya (UKR) | MiniJohn Cooper Works WRC | +53m26.3s
extended on his way problem. He certainly R __|Kevin Abbring (GER)Seb Marshall (GBR) Hyundaii20 R5 SS22/crash
toafourth straight wasn't afterwards. R | Yazeed Al-Rajhi (KSA)/Michael Orr (GBR) Ford FiestaRS WRC SS20/gearbox
Rally GB win. R | Osian Pryce (GBR)/Dale Furniss (GBR) Ford Fiesta R5 §520 /holedradiator
R |Craig Breen (IRL)/Scott Martin (GBR) Citroen DS 3 WRC SS5/accident

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN

VOLKSWAGEN MOTORSPORT I

Probably deserves
more than five for his
typically entertaining
turn of phrase through
the week —asked to
describe his car's
behaviour with the
transmission fault, he
reported: “It's living

its own life.”

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT

Cameto Walesto see
off the challenge of
Mikkelsen, but ended
up seeing off hisown
team-mate Paddon.
Rued his rubbish first
stage which cost him
confidence and the
chancetoengagein
an Ogierfight.

ERIC CAMILLI
M-SPORTWORLD RALLY TEAM

It was this event last
yearthatlanded him
the factory M-Sport
deal. Twelve months on,

OTTTANAK
DMACKWORLD RALLY TEAM

Drove brilliantly even
when he knew his
biggest window of
weather-related
opportunity had gone
on Saturday. More
speed and another
second place. That
maiden win's coming
and coming quickly
for the Estonians.

HAYDEN PADDON
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORTN

The Kiwiwas nowhere
onthis event last

year —actually, he was
somewhere: he was all
atsea. Not this time.
There's no quicker
learnerinthe WRC than
Hayden and he applied
that here. Different driver
tolast season.

MADS OSTBERG
M-SPORTWORLD RALLY TEAM

Couldn'tfind the
rhythm or the speed
on stages hereally
enjoys. Co-driver

RESULTS

FIAWorld Rally Championship, round 12 of 13, Wales Rally GB, November 12-15

POS | DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER

| cCAR | TIME

There is a rally fan there
somewhere...we think...

Getting a decent view

CHANMPIONSHIP POINTS

DRIVERS
POS | DRIVERS

Sebastien Ogier

Thierry Neuville

Andreas Mikkelsen
Hayden Paddon
Dani Sordo

Jari-Matti Latvala
Mads Ostberg

Ott Tanak

Kris Meeke

Craig Breen

H=lo|o|N (oo b (N =

of the Rally GB action

OlaFloene wasiill
after being bitten by
asnake on Saturday
morning, but
recovered after
medical attention.

should we expect
more speed from him?
Frankly, yes. He's had
timeinthe car, plenty
oftesting. Not

good enough.

Volkswagen Motorsport
Hyundai Motorsport
M-Sport WRT

ABUDHABICITROEN HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT ! Volkswagen Motorsport I
CRAIG ] DANI 5/ o Hyundai Motorsport N
BREEN = SORDO | DMACK World Rally Team

Four for his fourth fastest time on the
first stage, which was just genius. He
was pretty good for the rest of Friday
morning, but the afternoon was spoiled
by a Myherin roll which ruled him out for

By contrast to Paddon, Dani Sordo
offered more of the same when he came
to Wales... he was steady as usual. It's
ashame, after his solid speed on the
Spanish dirt, | had hoped that would

the weekend. transfer to Deeside. It didn't.

ABUDHABI CITROEN ABUDHABI CITROEN _
KRIS -1 / | STEPHANE 1 0 /m |
MEEKE il LEFEBVRE |

The Northern Irishman couldn’t get
close to the top from where he was on
the road and what was connecting him
to the road. Two punctures ruined
Saturday. Did what he could, but there
was no more.

Deserves the full 10 for getting back on
the horse last weekend. He and Gabin
Moreau went through it a couple of
months ago in Germany and seeing
Stephane backin Wales was a very
welcome sight.

Dani Sordowas safeand steady
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Lappi flew after his
early tree accident

n 2015, Esapekka Lappi was one of
the hottest propertiesinrallying.
After servinghisapprenticeshipin
the European championship,
winningthetitle in 2014, he helped
launch Skoda’snew R5 in Portugal
lastyear and talks of afourth VW
Polo R WRCfor the Finn wererife.

But, whatever the reason for that deal falling
through, Lappi’s career had seemed to be in freefall
ever since. On his opening WRC2 event of the season
in Sweden, hemade a mistake and he wasinabank.
Theresultsdon’tshow much in Sardinia or Poland
either. But the 25-year-old Finn reckons after Sweden,
hisformhasbeen asgood than atany other pointin
hiscareer.

“This season hasbeen OK,” explained Lappi. “We
havebeen leadingevery rally we have been to. OK, in
Sweden I was in the snowbank and that was my fault,
butinSardinia it was a technical failure,and Poland
itwasbad luck with the puncture, otherwise it’sbeen
good. I definitely feellike the pace has been there to
wineveryrally.”

The obvious turnaround was Finland, where he
blitzed the competitive WRC field on home ground.
And withaToyota seat in the WRC all-but sealed for
nextseason, itlookslike Lappiis back and better than
ever. Nowhere was that more obvious than in Wales
last weekend.

Lappitakeover
“Everythingisunder control,” said Lappiaftera
tough openingday. It was the perfect way tosum

up Lappi’s path to victory in Wales, incredibly; his
firsttime on the event. That is, apart from the first
stage, where hisrally nearly ended.

He ssetout in what was probably the most
competitive WRC2field ever assembled, full of
driverslinked with works drives in 2017and beyond.

Buthehadadisagreement withatree. “Iran
wide inaslow-speed corner and we hitatree,” he
explained. “Butit’s OK, the corner was slow speed.”

The damage? A half-eaten Skoda Fabiaanda15.7s
deficittohis closest WRC2 championshiprival,
Teemu Suninen. The fellow Finn, who won this
event in the category last year in a Fabia S2000,
was committed in thefogand reaped the rewards.

Butitwasn’tlongbefore Lappi struck back, he
was3squickerinSS2and13supin
Hafren. He was emanating the kind
of quietconfidence of adriver
completely in control.

By Saturday, it was increasingly
apparent Lappi had bolted like the
proverbial horse, the way at which
hebrushed off losing half of his

Lappi overcame issues

CAREERIS BACK ONTRACK

“There’smore thanmeets theeye toLappi’sresultsin2016!ByJackBenyon
. % \ % o - - ; ‘/ ’ __ o 5

Fabiatothe Myherin tree was chilling. Now,
headingfor Australia,a win or second on the
WRC’sfinal round will give the Finna WRC2
championship. Suninen will take the title if
Lappifailstomeet thatcriteria.

Best of the rest

Someone not completely in control was Swede
Pontus Tidemand. No heroics from Lappi’s team-
mate in thefogand afairly conservative approach
onday one meant he’d dropped afair amount of
time to theleaders by the regroup in Newtown.

Therestof the day belonged to Lappi. Tidemand
took thefinal stage of the day but the four previously
belonged to the Finn, who was under no pressure
from Suninen. He’d spun three times in the
afternoon alone and was strugglingtoreplicate the
flowheachieved in hisdrivinglast year. A strange
and ominous knockingnoise in the transmission in
the Chesterregroupleft plenty to ponder for the next
day. Afterall, hischampionship was on theline.

But Suninen had more worries. On Friday evening
he pointed to the works Skodas of Jan Kopecky and
Tidemand and the fact that they would be chasing
him down.

Tidemand wason it. By the end of Saturday, the
gap was down to 12.3s. Suninen was asittingduck,
and with anincredible powerstage time, Tidemand
took second on the last stage with a time quicker
than multiple WRCs including Kris Meeke.

Suninen had to settlefor third, with Kopecky
fourth and the outgoing Drive DMACK Fiesta
Trophy champion Marius Aasen in fifth.

HyundaiRS5 hell

It wasabad weekend for the UK debut of the
Hyundaii20 R5. Kevin Abbringand Seb Marshall
slipped off theroad after a puncture on Friday
morning, before transmission problems on Saturday
morningended the day. The car won all but one of

the stages on Sunday, but Abbringslipped off the
road on the powerstage and broke the suspension.

WRC3/JWRC
Slovakian Martin Koci won the Junior World Rally
Championship class after finishingrunner-up in
2014, hislasttime on the event. Hebeat this year’s
champion Simone Tempestiniand sealed second in
the championship in the process.
Tempestini wrapped up the WRC3
titlein Wales havingalready sealed
the JWRCtitle in Corsica. TheItalian
losthisfront brakes on Saturday and
had to concede the event victory to
Koci, but beat Michel Fabreto WRC3
honoursafteragruelling season.

e

Pryce and Greensmith
prove a point with pace

Notforthefirsttime, Britain proved
incredibly harshtoitshomedrivers,asa
hostof Brits suffered bad luck in Wales.

Merely weeks after winning the Drive
DMACK Fiesta Trophy championship,
Osian Pryce started Wales Rally GB ina Ford
FiestaR5forthe third time. The Welshman
isathome in theforests. Quiteliterally. Dyfi
and Gartheiniogrunjust by hishouse.

Butthe event wasrotten from startto
finish. A softwarereset onthe R5—which
belongs to Mads Ostberg’s Adapta outfit
and was run by MH Motorsport—caused
some issues leading to pop-off valve trouble.

That was partially sorted, but the 'diff
wasn’ttohisliking. The car was
oversteeringunder braking.

Afterfinally gettingthe car toapoint
where he wasrelatively happy, a stone
through theradiator puthim outof the
event on Sunday after Gartheiniog.

Given the car was never perfectly to his
liking, his split times—which included
anepic7stakenfrom Lappiin Dyfi’sfirst3.9

Ingram and Duggan suffer
nightmare weekends

Much hype was made of the Team Network
Q Vauxhall Adam R2entry into Wales Rally
GB, buttheevent couldn’thave gone any
worseforitsdrivers Chris Ingramand
RobDuggan.

Ingram, this year’s European two-wheel-
driverally champion, had an accidenton
the way to shakedown, collidingwith a car
on theroadsection in what was the worst
possible starttothe event.

SS1looked better for Ingram as he caught
and passed afour-wheel-drive R5 car inthe
test, buton the startline of SS2he sheared
adriveshaftand his day was over. A Saturday
return beckoned.

With allIngram’s troubles, it looked
like Robert Duggan would be the closest
competitortoclassleader Pepe Lopez. On
SS5Duggan had thelead as Lopez dropped
time, but by SS7the Killarney man was out.

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865
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Pryce had been on for sixth in WRC2

miles-proved the youngster’s pace.

Another DDFT graduate appearing in
WRC2was Gus Greensmith, but the Bury
driver hadn’t competed in an R5 previously.
The misty Myherin opener wasacruel
launch into the deep-end of the WRC, but
the21-year-old’s pace improved through the
day. However, he was hamstrung by co-driver
Katrin Becker’s condition; she was vomiting
and unable toread pacenotes effectively,
forcing Greensmith to call the eventa day
mid-way through Saturday:

Hereturned under Rally2 on Sunday with
amore in-tune Becker; to set reasonable
timesand finish 34th.

NETWORKg

Ingram struggled with Vauxhall Adam

Asmallerrorresulted inabigcrashas
thelittle Adam suffered.

Ingram on the other hand returned and
scraped through Saturday with the carnot
tohislikinghavingnothadachancetodo
any proper set-up work on shakedown or the
single stage he had completed on Friday.

Hetraded fastest times with Lopezon the
final day, but will be left pondering what
could have been.
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fter thedrama
of last year
when leaders
Jock
Armstrong,
and national
rally’s most
famousdriver, Jimmy McRae,
both went out on the final stage,
this year’s Wales Rally GB
National didn’t have the same
stingin thetail. Infact, it was
astraightforward affair. It
actually turned out to be one
of rallying’s oldest battles.
Scotland versus Wales.
Bruce McCombie against
Luke Francis.

The Scot, with Michael Couttson
thenotes, was the victor, overcoming
fellow Mitsubishi Lancer E9driver
Luke Francis despite suffering turbo
issuesthroughout the event. He held
ontotake victory, four years since his
lastattemptat the event.

Francisputonanadmirabledisplay,
drivinga McWhirter-prepared car for
thefirsttimeashisown Lancer E9
wasn’tready for the event.

Thefirstday was punctuated by
retirements. Thefirst to go werelast
year’s winners Mike Faulkner and
Peter Foy. The Mitsubishi Lancer
E9duorolled on the Myherin opener
after amissed pacenote. Notonly did
theyroll but they also blocked the
road for Francis, wholostachunk of
timetryingtonavigate the stricken
duo after checkingthey were OK.
Butthat wasn’tthe BTRDA Gold
Star runner up’sonly issue.

“Itwasdramatic thismorning,
welostthe brakeson thefirststage,”
heexplained. “Thebrakebias was
pushed all the way to the frontand
itboiled the brakes. The fog was
horrendousand Faulkner crashed
infrontof us. He was in themiddle
of theroad and wehadtogoinaditch
togoaround himand thattook a
while. We took it steady and made
sure we got back to Deeside. We
should get the time back [off the
organisers for slowing during
Faulkner’s crash],I’'mhopingtoo.”

Unfortunately, that time return
didn’tcome, and he wasleft trailing
by theend of thefirstday by
almosthalf aminute.

Alsotroubled on thefirststage
was Mark Worley. Hebroughta
Melvyn Evans-prepared Subaru
Impreza S12B WRC to the event but
madethedecision topull out afterthe
tricky fog-laden opener, not willing
torisk himself in the conditions.

Sowhatof theleader? Fasteston
thefirst stage was Tom Preston, one
of ahostof British championship
driversappearing in Wales for the
event.Inhis Skoda FabiaR5, he
followed that up with another
quickesttime on Sweet Lambbuton
Hafren he was out. A slowroll left the
caronitsroof and the crew heading

Mountain

back tothe Deeside service park.
Thatleft Bruce McCombie to take
thelead. After atryingmorning, he
set out toprove the pace of the
Scottish championship-which he
regularly competes in—against
BTRDA frontrunner Francis.
Despite afew issues, the Scot
certainly impressed. But his Friday
was punctuated by problems, too.
“It’sjustoverheating with the
[turbo]lag,” hesaid. “In shorter
stages it wasfine, we turned it off for
those.Thad it onforthelongonesbut
we turned it off halfway through or
whenever it started to overheat.”
McCombie was clearly enjoying
the quicker sections, where theroads
reminded him of rallyingback
home. Like Scotland, many of the
stagesin Wales are fastand flowing.
Despite concedingto Preston early,
McCombie wasonitand,despitethe
issues, went fastest through Hafren
and Dyfnant. That wasnomean feat,
havingnotdonetheeventsincean
outingina Group B Motorsport-
prepared Subaru Impreza four
yearsago.

biker Atherton impressed on Wales Rally GB National

AsMcCombieand hisfellow
drivers put the tarpaulin over their
carsforthenighton Friday, there
werelightson inonecamp. The
chipper Preston and Carl Williamson
wereback at service,and had their
team CA1 Sport workingon the car.

Team boss Martin Wilkinson,
who’sdealt with afew rolls after
lookingafter Colin McRae’s M-Sport
Ford Focus in period, finished the car
with hismechanicsat0230hrson
Saturday morning. Atjust after
1100hrs, the hard work was rewarded
with Preston setting the quickest
time on thefirst stage of theday,
which for the nationals was the
Cholmondeley Castle Stage, the
rally’s welcomereturntoEngland.

In contrasttoPreston’sideal
starttothemorning, Francis’s was
tougher. Hefound out he wouldn’t
be gettingback any time for the
Faulkner incident on Friday.
Thatmeant he started the day 28s
inarrears.

Andsothefightback began. Or it
should have. Francis had fluffed the
tyre choice. Headmitted himself it

wasagamble. “It’sbeen OK but
wetook the wrongtyres,” Francis
confirmed atthe end of Saturday’s
action. “We went on the world rally
cartyrestotryandavoid a puncture
asthey’re stronger. But we could
have done with going on the [Pirelli]
Y tyres, with the wider pattern,
biggerblock. But wedidn’t getany
punctures sothat’s good. We’re still
second so can’treally complain.”
One man who certainly couldn’t
complain was McCombie. Aftera
dynamite time in Aberhirnantto
end the day, any of Francis’s efforts
toerasethe gap were redeemed.
The gap was back out to 32s with only
16.18 miles of stagestogoon Sunday.
So, what were the drivers’
approachestothefinal instalment?
Francis: “I’'ve got thisfar; there’s
twominutes to Roger [Duckworth,
third place]. Imightjust gofor
asteadyone.T’'lldecide onthe
startline! Idon’t wanttomiss
Llandudno after three days.”
McCombie countered: “Wehave to
drivelike we have been. The gapisn’t
bigenough. A spin, apuncture and

McCombie held his
nerve over the last stages

we’lllose thelead. It’s difficult to
manage and assoonas you try to,
youmake mistakes. We’ll see what
happenstoday.”

Did anyone remember last year?
Thisequivalent report was penned
whenlong-timeleader-alsoaScot,
Jock Armstrong-broke a wheel
bearingonthelast stage and gifted
Faulkner the win. Would there
bedramalikeitthisyear?

McCombie drew first blood and
acoupleof secondsoutof Francis
on Clocaenog, but could only manage
fourth through Alwen and that
meantagap of 28.7s into thefinal
stage, Brenig. A healthy margin,
solongasawheel bearing
doesn’tbreak...

Itdidn’t, McCombie held on.
Stylishly infact,ashe headed
Francis by 8.9s, the biggest margin
between the two all weekend, to take
the victory More trips to England
and Wales could well beon the
cardsforthe Scot (seerally news).

Theevent proved tobeafight
between two of the best from
Scotland and Wales, butafamiliar

Atherton and Williams impress with national rally top 15 finish overall

Rarely does a driver who
finishes 15thin arally impress
so strongly. That sort of
head-scratching performance
is usually saved for Sebastien
Ogierinrallying.

But this weekend, it happened.
Downhill mountain bike
champion Gee Atherton
steered his Ford Fiesta R2 to that
position after a weekend-long
dice with, well, Jimmy McRae.

Yes, Jimmy celebrated his 73rd
birthday on Friday. But he’s still

afive-time British champion
driving a beastly Vauxhall
Magnum. Atherton’s 1.6-litre
R2isn’t even the quickest
R2-specFiesta anymore since
theintroduction of the R2T.

One of the most difficult things
when transitioning torallyingis
listening to pacenotes, and never
isthat moreimportant than in
fogandin quick, slippery stages.
It was a baptism of fire for
the Britbut it was a splendid
performance with Keaton

Williams on the notes. “Ithink
thisis whatIneeded: alot of
stages and a lot of miles,” he
said. “And you have to trust

the notes because it’s so fast.

It forces you to listen and
concentrate. Everyday I'm
getting faster and faster.”

After softening the car set-up
to work better in the conditions,
Atherton headed the B2 class to
the end, aided by MG ZR S1600
driver Carl Tuer’s demise on
Sunday after an off.
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Francis couldn’t quite |8
match McCombie '

m. i
Lancaster was powersliding
to historic win in his Escort S8

namereturned totake a podium.
Roger Duckworth steered his
SubaruImpreza S6 WRC —similar
tothe car Colin McRae drove

in 2000, in period blue paint.
Duckworth did his first Rally GB
in a Group A Impreza in 1996, 20
years before this year’s event.
Thepodium was areward he
won’tforgetinahurry.

After ahostof problemslast year,
Tain Wilson scored an impressive
fourth in only his second season of
four-wheel-driverallying, setting
strong times while keeping the
Impreza planted on the road.
Scott McCombie, brother of rally
winner Bruce, steered his similar
cartoround out the top five.

Despite being deposed from
eighth on thelast stage, Rudi
Lancaster topped the historics
inastrongdisplay. The Ford
Escort Mk2 driver made sure
Britain’smosticonicrally car
was well represented with steer-
from-the-rear entertainment,
and the spectatorsloved him for
it. Chris Skill took 10th behind
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 JACK
BENYO

“Chester is back
and rallying is
better for it”

_a : : ﬂ‘l‘ s
Organisers put on a show in Chester city centre regroup

1 has Monaco, Rallycross has Lydden
Hill. Sportscars has Le Mans and
NASCAR has Daytona. And, once
again, world rallying has Chester.
OK, soI'mbiased.| moved to Chester at
the age of eight and didn’t leave until Iwas
22, and some of my fondest memories are there.

Bruce McCombie/Michael Coutts

‘Wales Rally GB National, October 28-30
POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME

MitsubishiLancer EQ | 1h56m17.7s

Luke Francis/John Roberts

Mitsubishi Lancer E9 |+37.6s

Roger Duckworth/Alun Cook

SubarulmprezaS6 WRC|+1m52.9s

lain Wilson/Keith Riddick

Subaru lmpreza +5m02.9s

Scott McCombie/Mark Fisher

MitsubishiLancer EQ |+5m40.2s

Wug Utting/Bob Stokoe

SubarulmprezaN12B |+5m46.7s

Fraser MacNicol/Aaron Johnston

MitsubishiLancerE6 |+7m43.7s

(N |o OB |N|=

Paul Walker/Vernon Brown

Subaru lmpreza +7m49.9s

©

Rudi Lancaster/Guy Weaver

Ford Escort RS1800 |+8m08.9s

10_| Chris Skill/Tom Jordan

Ford Escort Mk1 +10m31.8s

But so are the World Rally Championships. British or
not, Rally GB has produced some of the most emotional
moments in the sport’s history. This column won'tbe
another ode to McRae in 1995, but events like that will never
be forgotten.

There's just something about Chester. Something you
can't quite put your finger on. But even the Scandinavian
and South American crews were excited about heading
under Britian's second most photographed clock. If that
doesn't tell you what this means to rallying, | don't know
what does.

11 Matthew Jackson/ Claire Williams (Impreza); 12 Robert Thomson/Steven Kerschat (Lancer E8); 13 Mike
Tomkinson/ Shaun Whitehurst (Ford Escort RS1800); 14 Gary Smith/Bryan Thomas (Ford Escort); 15 Gee
Atherton/ Keaton Williams (Ford Fiesta R2); 16 Jimmy McRae/Pauline Gullick (Vauxhall Firenza Can-Am);
17 Thomas Preston/ Carl Williamson (Skoda Fabia R5); 18 Mark Bentley/Ed Bentley (Escort); 19 Bob Vardy/
Simon Rogers (Fiesta R2+); 20 Simon Hay/ Calum Jaffray (Lancer E6)

Class winners Robert Evett/ Michael Evett (MG ZR); Atherton/Williams; Richard Wells/ Calvin Houldsworth
(Ford Fiesta ST); McCombie/ Coutts; Skill/Jordan; Lancaster/Weaver; Bob Beales/ Mike Leflay (VW Oettinger
GT); Tom Coughtrie/ Calvin Cooledge (Escort RS1800).

And what a spectacle. Credit to Ben Taylorand the GB
organising team for getting the rally onto the streets, and
the organisers of the Chester Rally Week for what they
put together. The crowds were two or three deep at the
barriers and the cheers for Ari Vatanen were deafening.
The fact that the cars were rolling past my mum'’s shop
made it even more impressive on a personal level.

Lancaster and second historic,
first in H2. Other class winners
included Rally GB rookie Richard
Wells, in hisfirstappearance ina
new Ford Fiesta ST with co-driver
Calvin Houldsworth. Rob Evett
took 40th and Class Bl spoils in his
MG ZR, while Bob Beales gave his

evergreen 1950s VW Oettinger a
classwin.

But top of the class spoils
and top of the overall order
was McCombie. After making
thelongtrip down from
Aberdeenshire, the trek was
worth its weight in gold.

The town crier even lifted one of Chester's most
legendary rules for the event. Since medieval times, a
ruleis in place which allows any Welshman inside the
city walls of Chester after midnight to be shot with abow
and arrow. It was lifted, if only for the evening.

Butthis is where rallying can be so accessible. In many
ways, itisn't, thanks for the need to traipse into a forest for

McRae plays the numbers game 40 years on from Rally GB debut

Rallyingis anumbers game: 222,
73,40, 16. These ones have a very
special connection. At car number
222, Jimmy McRae celebrated his
73rd birthday (on Friday) 40 years
since making his Rally GB

debut in a Vauxhall Magnum.

He managed 16th overall in

the National event.

Thefive-time British champion
was back onceagaintotakeona
rally he’s contested off and on
since that event in 1976, and with
Pauline Gullick on the notes, the

duo wereas quick and had as
much fun asusual.

Theirrally was punctuated by a
fuel problem, which was causing
the car to be sluggish at slow
speeds and it struggled to start
once ithad been switched off.

Butashehasdone on many
occasions, he fought through.
Thereward and highlight of the
weekend? The thousands of fans
lined up in Chester town centre
singing happy birthday, which he
said brought a tear to his eye. “It

was lovely to go under the clock
and to experience thatagain,

it gave me some great memories,”
hesaid.

He waspushing “ashardasan
oldman can!” and believe it or not,
the Scot still checks the times
and is as competitive as ever. “The
first stage was covered in mist,
halfway through Ithought ‘what
the hellamIdoing here? When we
gottothe end of the stage and saw
the times, we were right with the
peoplearound us...” he said.

three miles to get muddy, wet and cold. I'm the converted,
it's worth it to me to see some of the best drivers in the world
compete. But things like driving the cars through Chester is
what rallying should be doing more often. Meet the stars,
heartheir stories, see their cars. All on your local high street.
If 100 of the 1000 people lining the streets head out to
Cholmondeley or the forest the next day, thathastobe a
win. And rallying needs as many wins as it can get.

On aseparate note, it was great to see so many British
Rally Championship crews impressing at International
level. After returning in 2016 with R5s at the front, it did
no disservice to the championship's reputation.

3 AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Chester was well
received by fans
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NEW ELEMENTS BOOST RALLY

GB, SAY EVENT BOSSES

Format tweaks proved to be a hit with huge crowds

ByDavid Evans

Wales Rally GB chief Ben
Taylor has admitted he
was overwhelmed by the
success of the new elements
introduced to last week’s
Deeside-based World Rally
Championship qualifier.
Taylor pointed tothe three
revised areasof theevent-a
Chester time control on Friday
night, Saturday’s Cholmondeley
stageand Sunday’s powerstage—
andsaid each of those three
were more successful than
he could have hoped for.

“We weren’t sure how Chester
would work, tobe honest,” said
Taylor. “Alot of people in Chester
don’t remember what happened
there20 yearsago, alot of them
weren’teven born. Sowedidn’t
know how many people would
come. Butthey cameand they
came indroves. The place was
packed and the atmosphere
was simply incredible.”

Itwasaground-breaking mid-
eventautograph session which
really worked for fans in the first
English WRC stage since 1999.

“In Cholmondeley we wanted to
dosomethingdifferent,” Taylor
added. “Ithad never been done
before, but we were running this
stage on the way into Deeside
and wehad thetimetotryit.

It worked better than anybody
could ever have imagined. We
catered for 5,000 fans at what
wasabrand new Rally GB venue
and gotatleastdoublethat.

“Wehad tofinda way of
connecting with people who

don’tremember Colin McRae
and Richard Burnsand that’s
what wedid. We brought the
sportandtheeventtoavast
number of peopleand we
created an awfullot of rally
fans. And that’s what British
rallyingneeds.

“OK, thereareareas we
need to work on: the catering
facilities were hopelessly
inadequate because we simply
didn’texpect thosenumbers,
but we have somethingto
work onfor the future.

“Andfinishingthe powerstage
infront of the people wasjust
brilliant. Again, the atmosphere
was simply incredible-as it was
inservice on Deeside, where we
had 20,000 people cominginto
essentially watch the players
lace up theirboots!”

Taylor was quick to pay tribute
tothe Welsh governmentand
itsdecision in allowinga Welsh-
funded eventto move outside
of thenational boundary.

“The government does
deserveahuge amount of
creditforthis,” hesaid.
“Theyhad thevisiontoseethe
potential benefits and they’ve
really reaped thereward.”

World champion Sebastien
Ogier wasafan of the
innovations, telling MN: “Thad
never seen Chester before and it
wasbeautiful. We came at theend
of alongday and it was quitelate,
butit wasdefinitely agood plan
tocome and see somany people.

“It’sthe same with thenew
[Cholmondeley] Castle stage.
There are only maybe three
cornersinthisstage, butthe
castleisincredibleand the
people there were soamazing.
Iwashappy forthis.”

There was some criticism of
theroute, with Citroen’s Yves
Mattonfeelingthe Deeside
service park was underused.

“Theorganisers have made this
great tool which they are now not
usingatall,” said Matton. “We

have been herefor three days and
nobody comes, only on Friday
and Saturday night. Having

said that, we understand the
decision totake therally closer
tothe people in Chester and we
are happy for this.”

Friday’s 14-hour day and
Saturday’s 60-mileloop on one
setof tyresalso caused some
concern, butroute co-ordinator
Andrew Kellitt told MN: “The
geography of thiseventmeans
wehaveaservicepark inthe
northand the bulk of the stages
inthemiddle. We are under
pressure tomake sure 25 per
centof thetotalmileageis
competitive and to godown
toHafren and comeback to
Deeside formidday serviceis
notreally possible.”

Taylor added: “We cantake the
service park to Builth Wells, a
place surrounded by stages. But
we’'vetried thatand the teams
complained aboutthelack of
fansand thelack of hotelrooms.”

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865
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Organisersin
spectator search

Rally GB organisers
are determined

to track down
individuals who
were found
spectatingin
dangerous areas on
last weekend’s round
of the World Rally
Championship.

Video footage
highlighted a
handful of people
standing on the
line of competing
cars passing inches
away at more than
100mph. Rally GB’s
safety officer Sue
Sanders said she
wanted to name and
shame individuals
who could be
jeopardising
an otherwise
exceptional safety
record for Britain’s
WRC round.

“Collectively,
there’s adesire
within the
organisers to pursue
these people and
highlight to them
the dangers of what
they were doing,”
Sanders said.

The second running
of the Clocaenog
stage was only saved
by quick thinking
from zero car driver
and British Rally
Championship
driver Matt Edwards,
who stopped the car
and persuaded fans
tomove to amore
sensible area.

“I’ve never heard
of azero car stopping
in a stage to do this
before,” said
Sanders. “But thank
goodness Matt did.
Fortunately, he knew
some people in the
crowd and could
work with them.
These people in
Clocaenog had not
come into the stage
from an official
entry point, so they
hadn’t gone past
any of our signage
or messages about
safety and they
were standingin a
dangerous place.

“If it hadn’t been
for Matt’s quick
thinking, the
stage would have
been cancelled.”
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‘Bogie’s strong pace has
given him optimism’

Scottish ace impresses, pl4

Photos: Gary Jones, mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Evans could go
for DMACK seat

Calendar set

to be firmed up

This week’s World
Rally Championship
Commission meeting
will finally bring clarity
toarunningorder debate
which has rumbled on
all season.

Motorsport News
sources reportthere
are four options under
consideration at
Wednesday’s Paris
meeting—one of which is
toleave the championship
leader at the front of the

DAVID
EVANS

“The day out
was weII worth
the effort”

A

field for thefirst two hat better way to test-
Gl adbimii. , 4 , drive Wales Rally GB’s
Inaddition torunning Elfyn Evans’returntothe isfor Elfyn to do thefull onhisfuture, butheand Eric all-new, family friendly
order, the second half World Rally Championship’s championship, but we’ve Camilli will also be announced ’
of the calendar dates topflight isexpected tobe still got some way to go yet.” later thismonth. forn_l atthan take the
will be added, with Rally confirmedlater thismonth, Evans won this year’s British Oneof the stumblingblocks family to Cholmondeley.
Poland expected to be with the Welshman driving Rally Championshipwiththe  toapotential DMACK deal for That's how | solda
running in the first week aDMACK-backed Ford DMACK squad and boss of Evanswasreportedly a shockingly early start to my wife, mother (she
in July. FiestaRSWRC. the Cumbrian-based tyre regulation stipulatingeach was st aying forthe weekend) and d aughter.
Rally Turkey is also set Both DMACK and M-Sport firm Dick Cormack hasmade manufacturer team could only

tobe included for the first
time since 2010. Sardinia
hassigned athree-year

are workingtofinalise funding
forthedeal, which is expected
toput Evans and hisformer

clear hishopes of keeping
the 27-year-old for WRC
nextseason.

nominate one tyre firm to work
with. Sources inthe FTA
have confirmed this wasthe

My son’? He didn't need selling on anything,
since Craig Breen joined otters at the centre
of hisuniverse.

agreement to host co-driver Dan Barrittback EvanswillreplaceOttTanak  intention, butsportingrules Cholmondeley was at the heart of the

Italy’s ljoundlof the together.again. inthe DMACK team, with j:he for2017have yet to befinalised. big adventure. Shunning the opportunity to
champlonshlp and Rally The pair completed the Estonian apparently turnmg Evans’deal wpuld conclude shim my down the side of the line, p| ay the
GBwillremain asthe recceforlast week’s Wales down an offer from Hyundai much of the driver market media pass card and sneak closeraccess anda
penultimate round in Rally GBtogether. toreturntothe M-Sport movement for next season. ..

the same date as this Evans was unavailable for World Rally Team, where Toyota is expected toannounce shorter walk, we Jo'n,ed the queue bound forthe
year next season. commentwhen MNcontacted  hedrovelastseason. The EsapekkaLappiand Teemu second of two massive car parks.

WRC Promoter staff him, but Wilson admitted the understanding is that Evans Suninen next month. M-Sport It's fair to say the walk was a considerable
have al_so cpl}firmed plan was com.ing togetherto will be allowed to score po.ints driver Mads Qstberg looks set distance furtherthan I'd intended for research
tzl(;‘;i’;’;’lﬁla‘ng}g‘l” %}é“n Faﬁlr%a fat(gory's}’ec fo}"l 11:}1116 M-tSportt teir_n*‘ﬁ’lhmh foxetarn o his AglaptatTteam, purposes, but we stuck with t. Finally, the castle

y arforthefirsttimesince = willhavetoenter him. Hiscar wi eNorwegiansettoruna . . .
Australia, raising theend of lastseason. willthenrununderaDMACK  ’17Ford FiestaRS WRC as soon Ca”.‘e into view —somewhere onthe _dlstant
further hopes of a World “That’s what we’re working umbrella within M-Sport. asoneisavailable—hopefully in horizon —and eventL_jaIIy we gotour tickets .
Championshipreturnto on,” Wilsonsaid. “The target Tanakstill wouldn’tbedrawn timefor round two in Sweden. scanned (not the children though — they getin
the North Island in 2018. forfree) and walked in.

Having already been to the Cholmondeley's
Pageant of Power, when it was so-called, | had
agood idea of where the stage went and where
we needed to be heading. Getting there was

Matton pleased with Lefebvre return after Rally Germany accident

avery, very different prospect. There were

Stephane Lefebvre madea won’t come until nextseason, pleased with whathe’dseen people everywhere.

Lefebvre was in top 10

successful return to the
World Rally Championship
at last week’s Wales Rally
GB -just two months after
his shocking Rally
Germany crash.

Lefebvre and co-driver
Gabin Moreau sustained
numerous injuries in the

Lefebvre was delighted to be
back in Wales.

“It wasn’t the easiest event
to come back to,” said the

Frenchman. “The conditions

made it quite difficult, but
I’'m very happy to be in the
car-now I'look forward to
testing the C3 WRC again.”

from Lefebvre.

“What I am very happy
aboutis that he hasno bad
memory from the accident
and there is no effect on his
driving,” said Matton. “In the
next few weeks, he will jump
in the C3 and he will be ready
for the start of next year.”

Citroen stars - and hoss - for Condroz

Citroen drivers Craig
Breen, Stephane Lefebvre
and boss Yves Matton will
all contest this weekend’s
Condroz Rally in Belgium.

Breen and Lefebvre
will drive DS 3 R5s
while their boss takes a
C4 WRC version to the
Huy-based event.

The changeable weather
conditions-with ice
frequently making the
asphalt stages a significant
challenge - offer Citroen’s
two junior drivers more
experience of slippery
asphalt ahead of January’s
Monte Carlo.

“Idon’t say this will be a
Monte Carlo test,” said
Matton, “butit does offer
some tricky conditions.

It will be interesting
for them.”

Matton, who will be
co-driven by nine-time
world champion Daniel

Lefebvre finished the event
ninth overall.

accident at the Trier event
and, while Moreau’s return

Citroen team principal
Yves Matton said he was

VW hunts for solution to driveshaft trouble

week for the season finale in
New South Wales later this
month and team principal
Sven Smeets says the pressure
isontofind the cause before the
planeleaves.

“We sent the driveshafts back
toHannover early to start this
investigation,” he said. “We have
some ideas, but we don’t know for
sure and we need to know before
we send the cars—we cannotrisk
havingthishappenagainonthe
otherside of the world.”

Volkswagen facesarace against
time to determine the driveshaft
problem which almost cost it
the manufacturers’title at
last week’s Wales Rally GB.
Allthree Polo R WRCs suffered
afrontdriveshaft failure on
the opening day of the Deeside
event, but Sebastien Ogier’s car
making it through to the finish
ensured the German team could
celebrate afourth-straighttitle.
Thethreefactory Polos will be
flown to Sydney on Friday this

Matton will tackle Condroz

Elena, admitted he was
hoping for arepeat of
his 2013 podium.

“That’s the target,” he
said. “It’s good because
they don’t allow the
priority drivers to take
the [two-litre] World Rally
Cars, they’re only for the
gentlemen drivers!”

Andreas Mikkelsen'’s Rally GB was thwarted by dnveshaft problems

The crowds were way bigger than I'd ever
imagined — or seen in a stage forlonger than
| could remember.

Arriving late, we'd missed much of the action,
including 35 Group B cars and the appearance
of Ari, Harri, Miki and Nicky (Ari Vatanen, Harri
Toivonen, Miki Biasion and Nicky Grist) at the
autograph-signing session, but the buzz about
the place told its own tale. People had clearly had
aball, the lawn mower racing had gone down
brilliantly and the only issue had been a danger of
the fish and chip stand running out of potatoes.

Adistinct lack of Subaru jackets and Mitsubishi
baseball caps indicated this audience wasn't
hardcore rally, while the number of Rangies and
X5s we'd walked past in the car park hinted a
strong representation from the local population.
When the cars came, the focus shifted away from
the stands offering to paint faces or blow up
balloons onto the stage. Too late to find any road-
side view, we stood in front of the big screen to
watch, turning around to catch what little donut
action could be spotted between a thrilled crowd.

The cars went down a treat, but when the crews
arrived, the sense of anticipation about the place
was tangible. My son got over his minor sulk ata
Breen no-show and transferred his allegiance, at
least in part, to Hayden Paddon. He loved it. More
than loved it. He's counting the days until next
year, when he wants to spend the whole day there.

My daughter? She was happy enough — but
thought the whole thing could have been
improved no end by some degree of input
from Harry Potter.

But it was mum who delivered the ultimate
accolade. “Rallying’s not dead then...”

Thankfully mother, no.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Beatmgl.applandl(opeck onstageshasgwenScothnpeofBIIt:gIory

GB ended tricky year for Bogie

ByJack Benyon

despite having to Rally2 on Saturday:
“Yeah, it’sreally positive lookingat
nextyear,” hesaid. “I've been looking

David Bogie believes the pace
shown in WRC2 on last weekend’s

onstages on his way toninth in the class,

such washis pace on Saturday and

Sunday thatthe CA1 Sportdriver

couldreturntothetop10.
“I'mpleased, obviously the times,

Wales Rally GB can make hima
contender for the British Rally
Championship when he
returns nextyear.

Bogieset times quicker than some of

the hottest propertiesinrallyinginthe

class, beating Toyota-bound Esapekka

Lappiand the experienced Jan Kopecky

atthetimesthere and there are several
stages where we’ve taken time out of
Lappi, Tidemand, Kopecky, they’re all
guysIlook uptoandtobeonthesame
paceasthemissomething.”

hittingarock inthemiddle of theroad
andbendinga steeringarm. However,

especially yesterday and today, have
been impressive,” said the Dumfries
driver. “It’sjustashameabout Friday.
Othersmanaged todrivearound the
rock soit’sjustpartof thejob.
The29-year-old retired on Friday after “We’venot put afoot wrong yesterday

Ithink there’salot of positives.”

and today and the times have been good.

& e 3 Enemptany | ——
e et .

<

Skoda switch is paying |

off for Dumfries driver

Bogieswitched tothe Skoda Fabia
R5from the Ford Fiesta R5at the start
of the year, and after multiple years
onorganiser’snoteshenow makeshis

own. Hehashad to step up tocompete
with WRC2drivers Elfyn Evansand
team-mate Fredrik Ahlin thisyear.

A crashonthePirelliand radiator

maladies in Scotland ended any
hopes of atopthreefinishinthe
championship. Heended the
campaign in seventh place.

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865
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On form: Anderson/Whittock

Anderson impresses
among BRC GB teams

AswellasBogie, other BRC
contenders were inaction over
the Wales Rally GB weekend.

Jamie Anderson and Ross Whittock
suffered through Friday with
calliper failure, and decided not
torejoin under Rally2regulations.
Anderson was pleased with their
firstappearance on GB, ending his
first year outside the BTRDA.

“Wehad ahairy moment where
wenearly couldn’t stop fora corner
in Hafren which wasaclosecall,” he
said. “When that was sorted we had
agood push on and we wanted to get
ascloseaswe couldto Sander Parn’s
times. We beathim on a couple. But
we’reglad togettotheend.”

Whittock took the Michael ‘Beef”
Park Trophy from the event, an
award the MSA Academy driver
was proud toreceive. Itis given to
recognise the Junior co-driver who
mostdemonstrates the qualities
associated with Park.

Bogie’s CAlteam-mate Fredrik
Ahlin suffered turbo failure
on Friday before crashingouton
Saturday. He was the highest-placed
Fiestadriver infifth for most of
Friday. He was also using English
notesfor the first time with Andrew
Roughead onboard.

Rhys Yates wasinaction, buthe
lost 13 minutes stoppingtochangea
puncture when the wheel stuck tothe
hub. He won the Richard Burns
Trophy from the event asthe top
Juniordriver.

Nationa nner McCombie toSRC?

McCombie eyes England
and Wales after GB win

Freshly crowned Wales Rally GB
National winner Bruce McCombie
saysmore trips over the border from
hisnative Aberdeenshire could be on
the cards after last weekend’s result.

Scottish championshipregular
McCombie could head over the border
after beatingregular BTRDA winner
Luke Francis.

“We’dlike to do the Scottish
championshipagain,” said McCombie.
“We’d like to come to England or Wales
more, but there’salot of travelling. You
come down to English and Welsh rallies
andthere’san extraday here and there.
We’dlike to have a battle with these
[English and Welsh] guys though.”

McCombie was one of alarge Scottish
contingent on Wales Rally GB, butone
driver missing was this year’s SRC
champion Jock Armstrong. The Subaru
Imprezadriver hadledlast year’sevent up
until his car sheared a bearing on the final
stage. This year; herolled his car intesting
before the event and suffered bruisedribs.

Photo: Jakob Ebre

Despite making his international debut on the eventwitha
new co-driver in the slowest class of car, local driver Guy
Butlerimpressed onWales Rally GB in his RenaultTwingo R1.
Butler won his class as the only entrant, but finished all three
days and finished 47th of 49 cars with John Ambler-who
competes inthe BTRDA in a Ford Fiesta ST —on the notes.

Dav1es drove the short Great Orme stage on Rally GB in 2015

Dylan Davies to Pokerstars for asphalt debut

BTRDA driver and team boss Dylan
Davies will switch gravel for asphalt
for thefirst time on the Pokerstars
Rally on theIsle of Man.

The Welshman missed outon
Rally GB after findinga problem on
his SubaruImpreza.

“We could have done the event but
itmighthave donealotof damage
andI’drathernotblow theengine,”
said Davies, whoran two carsin the
national rally on the event.

“I’'venever doneany proper Tarmac.

My co-driver putan entry inforus
soitshould bealotof fun.I'mnot
expectinganything, justto goout
and haveabitof fun.”

Daniel Harper can seal the Manx
Rally Championship ontheevent in
hisunique BMW Mini Cooper S.He
leads George Collister by 16 points
goingtothelIsle of Man.

AlsoontheentrylistisIsleof ManTT
winner Michael Dunlop, who missed
theRally Isle of Man in September
despite puttinginanentry.

FMN CIRCUIT RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP IS BACK FOR A SECOND YEAR ))}]ZIHIH
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‘Neil Howard kicks off
circuit rally series’

MN Circuit Rally preview, p32

Photos Kevin Money,

British Touring Carrace
winner Paul O’Neill will make
his competitive rally debutin
the Motorsport News Circuit
Rally Championship this
weekend at the Neil Howard
Stagesat Oulton Park.
O’Neillisafriend of Paul
Sheard, who competes in the
championship, and providing
itisready, will drive Sheard’s
new Mk3 car with a Duratec

engine and sequential gearbox.

O’Neill often competes in
circuitracingfor Sheard inan

MX-5,and willreturn to his
local circuitand the home of
his BTCC win at Oulton Park
on Saturday for the Bolton-Le-
Moors Car Club event.

“Itwill beabit different to
whatI'mused to, won’tit,” said
O’Neill, who first went to watch
arally inthe early 1990s. “The
firstthingIremember about
rallying is Juha Kankkunen
overtakingme in Wales. He was
ina Celica GT-Four, best thing
ever. Iwassatintheback of a
Peugeot205GTi,Imust have

been 13. You come alive when
you hear things with anti-lag.1
remember seeing Colin McRae
and the WRC guys.”
Morerecently, the Widnes-
borndriver headed to Ireland
when it formed part of the
WRC with Rally Ireland.
“Ialso went to Rally Ireland.
Meand Kane [Steven Kane,
Bentley factory driver] went
over tosee his parents, that
was an interesting weekend.
Iremember Dani Sordo and
Sebastien Loeb initand I

Jakob Ebre

3TCCIACE }
KES HAI.I.Y IlEBllT

Paul Sheard has driven
MX-8s in the series

thought ‘these guysare quick’.
I’dnotseenitforalongtime
and itreignited what I
remembered aboutrallying.”
O’Neill’s only experience of
rallying in the driver’s seat was
forafeaturein MN. “Driving-
wise, we went to Mark Higgins’
rally schooland he sat in with
me. It wasa Group N Impreza
and ithadlaunch [control]. I
wasjust understeeringlikea
touring car billy. We’ll be doing
something wrong if we manage
toundersteer thistime!”

Jackson makes four-wheel-drive debut

Reigning John Easson Award
winner Matthew Jacksonmade
an impressive four-wheel-drive
rallying debut in his Subaru
Impreza, despite beingillfor
themajority of the event.
Jackson was suffering from
flu-like symptoms and struggled
tocompete on Friday, but felt
progressively better through
Saturday evening and Sunday.
Competing inthenational
class, Jackson and co-driver

Cronin is fast as Pringle and Cumiskey are caught out in Bantry

FastnetRally

By Brian Patterson

Organiser: Skibbereenand District Car Club
When: October 30 Where: Bantry, West Cork
Championship: Plastichag.ie Southern 4 Rally
Championship Stages: 6 Starters 79.

Daniel Cronin, co-driven
by Shane Buckley in his
Mitsubishi Lancer E9, won
his local Fastnet Rally in
some style.

Dundalk’s Brendan Cumiskey,
driving his Ford Fiesta R5, made
avalianteffort to catch the flying
Cronintowards the end, but had
to settle for second. Cumiskey
was co-driven by Ronan O’Kane.

Cronin topped the early
runningahead of Jonathan
Pringle, asthe early going
proved slippery. But with the
roads drying, Pringle fitted
harder compound tyresto his
Ford Escort Mk2 at the Bantry

service and took fastest time
through stage three.

However, it all went wrong for
the Cavan man Pringle in the
next test, where he reckoned he
would have to push really hard to
make an impression on Cronin.
Sadly the Pringle Escort caught
gravel on afastright-hander,
and was sucked intoaditch
androlled. This wasasadend
to therally for Pringle, who has
chalked up some great results
thisseason.

Cumiskey then moved into
second and he set fastest times
through stages four and five.
He had moved to within 12s of
Cronin startingthe final stage.
Cumiskey gave his R5 his best,
but hismassive charge came to
naught when he spun the car
and stalled the engine, losing
further time tryingto get his
Fiestaoutof aditch.

Thisleft Cronin to win by 37s,
with George Condell inthirda
further 20s back. Pauric Duffy
did hold third going into the
final stage but, like Cumiskey,
helost valuable seconds and
had to settle for fourth.

Results

1 Daniel Cronin/Shane Buckley (Mitsubishi Lancer
E9) 1h02m14.1s; 2 Brendan Cumiskey/Ronan 0’Kane
(Ford Fiesta R5) +37.5s; 3 George Condell/ Gavin
Sheehan (Toyota Starlet); 4 Pauric Duffy/Jeff Case
(Fiesta R5); 5 Vincent McSweeney/ Eamon Hayes
(Honda Civic); 6 Jason 0’Mahony/Breda 0'Driscoll
(Civic); 7 Jason Ryan/Finbar Quirke (Civic); 8 Cal
McCarthy/ Eamonn Dullea (Citroen C2 R2); 9 Leonard
Downey/Mark Murphy (Escort); 10 Adrian Levis/
Alison Levis (Civic).

Class winners Barry Archer/Anthony Cronin (Civic
EK4); McCarthy/ Dullea; Cumiskey/ 0°Kane; Martin
Lordan/Rory Hennessy (Escort Mk2); Victor Beamish/
Susan Beamish (Vauxhall Nova); McSweeney/ Hayes;
AMlen Treacy/ Eoin Treacy (Toyota Corolla GT); Denis
Hickey/Sean Nolan (Escort); Condell/ Sheehan;
Charlie Hickey/Johnny Hickey (Escort RS); Eric
Calnan/Bernard Foley (Peugeot 106 S16); George
Swanton/ Kevin Barry (Escort Mk1); Noel Hurley/JP
(0'Brien (Saab 99 EMS); Cronin/ Buckley.

Claire Williams went on to finish
11th overall.

“Iwas much better on Sunday
comparedto Friday,” said
Jackson. “We got there in theend.
There’sloads left to come but for
us it wasimportant tocomplete
allthemilesand not make any
stupid mistakes. The time was
probably awful for Brenig [last
stage] but weneeded tofinish.
For ourfirst time in a four-wheel-
drive car,I’'m made up.”

Black eyes win on
return from injury

Callum Black ishopingtowinon
hisreturn on the Wyedean Rally
this weekend after breakinghis
wristin September.

Black was expectingtocompete
on the Trackrod Rally before
falling off ahorse. He’snow
hopingthatdespiteastrongentry
list, he can compete for the win.

“It’sjust togetmore seat time in
the carandIthink we can win it if
we haveagood run,” added Black.
“Rob Swann will be quick and
Martyn England in his Fiesta
R5+.Shaun Gardener isanother

Damian Cole is also expected
tobeafrontrunner ashe wheels
outhis Ford FiestaRSWRC.

Theeventreturnsforthe first
time since 2015, asthe organising
team took a break from running
theevent. Therally features
40-miles of competitive stages
based around the Forest of Dean
with theservice park based at
Vantage Point Business Park
inMitcheldean.

who will be there or there abouts.”

SCOTT
MITCHE

“Motorsport
should jump on
closed roads”

otorsport’s not
available on the
national curriculum.
Schools around the
country are far better
equipped (atfar less
a cost) to have football, rugby and tennis
in PE lessons than karting or Junior 1000.

What's the point? That motorsport’s not
easy to fall into. It's not a jumpers-for-
goalposts kind of sport. It's not cheap or
easy to get started in. It's not exposed to a
wide group of people and those who are
exposed to it discover a very high point of
entry when they want to pursue it further.

That matters because the majority of
sports thrive off those who find it
engaging to participate, do so at whatever
level their ability allows —and become
fans of the upper echelons.

Accessibility is motorsport’s biggest
issue and Wales Rally GB had a good
stab at tackling that last week. The
regroup’s return to the centre of Chester
last Friday night, before each car passed
underneath Eastgate Clock, was
something of a big deal.

That put the WRC grid and the nationall
entries front and centre before a mix of
people from genuine rally fans, and locals
who happened to be in the right place at
the right time. It's not a million TV viewers,
but it's something —and the streets were
packed with those looking for autographs
and pictures.

That's where it can all start....

Taking motorsport to the people is one
of the only obvious ways of easing the
hurdle of accessibility. And there's
something interesting on the horizon: the
long-awaited closed-road legislation.

When that comes into effect, British
motorsport needs to grab the bull by the
horns. Push for a closed-roads British
Rally Championship round in England.
Get the British Hillclimb Championship to
put on a Craigantlet-style show in
Southampton. Try and pull off a British
Touring Car Championship street
demonstration in Corby.

Big series like the BTCC, and events like
Formula 1's British Grand Prix, are doing
well at the moment. But where's the next
generation of fan? Declining TV figures in
grand prix racing are proof that with more
competition than ever for people’s
attention, motorsport’s long-term future is
far from nailed on.

As the consumer pool shrinks it'll be the
national parts of the sport that die first.

There is not an easy answer or a quick
fix, but outreach events can be a part of
the solution. Of course it's difficult, of
course there would be hoops to jump
through, of course someone, somewhere,
will have to foot the bill.

But motorsport — be it at international or
national level — has to fight harder than
ever for its place in this world. If it loses
that battle, the cost will be far greater than
any of the above events would ever be.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Sainz was unhappy at censure

Sainz blast Vettel ranted on the radio

Toro Rosso racer Carlos Sainz has
hit out at his time penalty during
the Mexican GP. The Spaniard
was handed a five-second penalty
forshoving Fernando Alonso’s
McLaren-Honda onto the grass at
the startof the race. Sainz, who went
on tofinish 16th, said: “l think it
was harsh because at the startyou
cannotlook 360 degrees. When|
saw himitwas late, butit’s not like
he was side-by-side with me. 've
seen people not get a penalty for
much worse.”

A ELAND MAX
AT LOGGERHEADS

Penalised pair lash out at each other after tempestuous Mexican GP

Alonso adds

Alonso, who finished 13th, also had

his say on the incident, countering: “We
spent like 50 laps behind Carlos, and
obviously we had the move on the first

lap, which was not very fair. They put

five seconds [penalty], but when you
spend 50 laps behind that car your race
is already compromised. On the first lap
we were on the wrong side at the wrong
moment. We had allittle incident that put
us in adifficult position for the remainder
ofthe race, so notaniceresult.”

Ricciardo’s view

Daniel Ricciardo reckons that
Mexican GP winner Lewis Hamilton
deserved a penalty for his off at the
start of the race. Ricciardo said after
therace: “There should be a f**king
wall there [at Turn Onel. | don’t
understand the start —how can

you be leading the race, defend,
lock your wheels and go off the
track, and stay in the lead? Lewis

By Rob Ladbrook

Sebastian Vettel and Max
Verstappen have taken more
swipes at each other after clashing
in a turbulent Mexican GP, in which
both drivers were penalised.

Vettel was angered when Verstappen
refused to give up third place after
running wide and cutting the first
corner duringthe closing stages of
therace when under pressure from
the German.

Red Bull’s pit wall suggested
Verstappen hand the place to Vettel,
but the Dutchman refused and instead
continued to defend, allowing his Red
BullRacingteam-mate Daniel
Ricciardotoattack Vettel for fourth.

Vettel sentaseries of angryradio

messages tohis Ferrariteam duringthe
closinglaps, including shouting ‘here’s
amessage for Charlie [Whiting, race
director]-F**k Off! F**k Off!"ashe
crossed theline in fourth.

Verstappen initially headed to the
podium, where he found out he’d been
handed a time penalty for cutting the
corner, promoting Vettel to third.
However, the German was later called
tothe stewardsand penalised 10
seconds for moving in the braking
zone duringhis clash with Ricciardo.
The Australian inherited thirdasa
result, with Verstappen fourth.

Vettel blasted Verstappen after the
race,and alsosaid he apologised to
Whiting for his outburst. “Iwenttosee
him [Whiting] right after therace, butI
don’t understand why youaremakinga

fussand askingquestions [about his
abusive language],” said Vettel.

“Itwasnottherightthingtosay,
equally inmy defence emotionsand
adrenaline ispumpinghighsoIdon’t
understand why you are tryingto
pushmeintoacornerabout it. Out
of respectItold him [Whiting] what
Idid. Heisaware,and that’s it.

“With Max,Iwas quicker and closing
the gap, got into DRS, puthim under a
lot of pressure, he made amistake. It
was clear that he should have moved
over. Hedidn’tmove.”

Vettel and Verstappen exchanged
hand gestures on the cool-down lap,
before Verstappen countered: “Idon’t
know howmany times heisusingbad
languagein general.Ithink he hastogo
back toschool to get somelanguage. I

will speak tohim because thisis
ridiculousthe way he ishandling it.

“He’salwaysso frustrated, the
whole weekend he’s shouting on the
radio. He’sjusta very frustrated guy
atthemoment.”

Bothdriversalsodisagreed with their
respectiverace penalties. Verstappen
said of his: “It’sridiculous. Mine was
similarto when Lewis [Hamilton]ran
off [at the start], he gained amassive
advantage. OK, if they don’tgivea
penalty forthat,don’tgivemea
penaltyattheend.”

Ferrariteam head Maurizio
Arrivabenesaid: “We gained a podium
and they removed it with bureaucracy —
fantastic. When they give afive or
10-second penalty you can’t appeal. You
justhavetolisten to what they decide.”

deserved a penalty — anyone in that
position deserves a penalty. | saw
Max cut the chicane defending from
Seb. He got a penalty, soldon’t
know what was different with
Lewis’s. For me, ifyou lock up the
brakes and cut the corner,it’sa
mistake. You have to pay the price.”

Wolff v Brawn

Mercedes head Toto Wolff believes his
relationship with former team boss Ross
Brawnis “intact” despite Brawn revealing
that he couldn’ttrust the team structure
in his new book, Total Competition:
Lessons in strategy from Formula 1.
Wolff said of the comments: “First of all
there was a lot of controversy around the
book, but succession and transition are
never easy. It's a delicate matter. For me
it's no problem, and actually we've been
intouch and he has said some quite nice
things about us not dropping the ball,
and the relationship is intact.”

. Magnussen in the frame for seat at Haas F1
Lewis: Brakes were to blame

Lewis Hamilton has blamed his stutteringstart to
the Mexican GP on an anomaly with his front brakes,
which he says he was surprised didn’t make him crash.
Hamilton suffered a hugelock-uponhisruntothe
first corner before skating off the circuitat Turn One
andrejoining before Turn Three.
“OntheformationlapIhadaglazedright-front brake,
Ijust couldn’t wake it up,” said the Briton, whose winin
Mexico moves him within 19 points of Nico Rosberg.
“Thad 500 degrees [centigrade] in the left-frontand
150-200 in the right-front. So when I went into Turn One
theright-frontjustlocked.Iwas carryingsomuch speed
thereI wasluckyIdidn’t go intothe wall or something.
“AfterthatIhadthebiggest vibration, Ididn’t know if
Iwasgoingtobe abletomake thefirststint [without
pittingearly].”

Kevin Magnussen has held talks
aboutswitchingtothe Haas F1
Team for 2017, as speculation
overthe Dane’sfutureat
Renault continues.

Haasteam head Gunther Steiner
confirmed during the Mexican
GP weekend thathehad held
discussions with Magnussen as
theteam evaluatesitsdriver
options for next year. Romain
Grosjean isalready confirmed
atthesquad, butthreenamesare
inthe frame should Haas optto
kick out Esteban Gutierrez.

Magnussen is thoughttobe
aleading contender, alongside
Jolyon Palmer and Esteban Ocon.

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

“We’ve spoken with Kevin, like
we’ve talked toafew otherdrivers,”
said Steiner. “Therearenot 10
[names] on the shortlistanymore,
we are down to two or three, but
wearetalking, with Esteban also
stillinthemix.

“Thereareobviously a few seats
available inthe F1 market,and
everybody istryingto get their
differentagendasin. You want
the best driver, with alot of money;,
and you have the pros and cons of
gettingmoney or not. Pretty soon
somebody will make a decision
and things willfall intoplace.”

Magnussen said he was still
firmly focused onretaininghis

@MNEWSRACING

Magnussen could swap teams

seat with Renault, which has
already signed Nico Hulkenberg
fornextseason.

“Iwanttostay here, that’smy
targetand whatIwanttodo,” said
Magnussen. “It’safactory team
thathastheability to fight for
championships in the future,and
that’swhatIwanttobeapartof.”

WATCH THE
RACE LIVE ON TV

RACING OIL*
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BMR Subarus will
be altered for 17 |88 -

The Subaru Levorg GT British Touring
Car Championshipmachines willhave
analteration to their centre of gravity

nextseason tobringthem intoline with

other carsinthecategory.

Team BMR built four of the estate-shaped
machines for the contest thisseason, and
thefactory-backed cars were driven by
Colin Turkington, Jason Plato, James
Coleand team principal Warren Scott.

Thetwo-litre turbocharged cars have
aboxer engine, which means the weight
inthe powerplant islower down in the

chassisthanmostothercars.

Turkington won fiveraces and finished in

inthepoints.

fourth place in the standings, while Plato
won at Knockhilland ended up seventh

Atarecentteams’ meeting, other
outfits on the grid voted in favour of
the championship’stechnical chiefs
coming up with aformulatolevel out
the centre of gravityonall cars.

Team boss Scott said he was disappointed
by thedecision, butrecognised that this
hadbeen done at the behest of rival squads.

“Thisisashame, butitishowthe
championship works, and we signed up
tothe BTCC. There was a perception that
wehad an advantage with the weight

‘Hamilton win keeps

Rosberg in sight’

Mexican GP report, p26

distribution of the car,butIwould argue
that our speed towards the end of the2016

campaign came because we were going

intoeach of therace meetings without
toomuch in the way of success ballast.
Wehavetoaccept thisand move on.”

@ Laser Tools Racing driver Aiden
Moffat tested for the Team BMR squad at
Donington Park last week ashe evaluates
optionsahead of his2017 campaign. The
young Scottish driver hasalsolined up
somerunning in GT3and GT4sportscars
before determininghis future direction.
“Headapted torear-wheel drivereally
well,” said Scott. “We were all impressed.”

Morris to race in 2017 Daytona 24 Hours

British GT driver Seb Morris will
race inthetop class of nextyear’s
Daytona 24 Hours after winning
the Sunoco Whelen Challenge.
Morrisfinished third inthe
British GT3 pointsthis year,
taking four pole positions, a
racevictory and afastestlap
inhisdebut GT season. The
Sunoco contest scores drivers
apointsaverage dependent
on theirrespective results.
Morrishas won the prize after
closestrival, Radical European
Mastersstar Marco Cencetti,
failed to score enough points
duringlast weekend’sround at
Jereztooverhaul Morris’s total.
Morris willnow geta fully-
funded seat ina Whelen-backed
Daytona Prototype forthe
January 28/29event. He isthe
third British GT racer towinthe
prize, following Jonathan Adam
last year and Phil Keen in 2015
[when heraced Radicals], who
were both ineligible having won

Morris will head Stateside

previously. Morris’steamand

co-driversareyettobeannounced.

“It wasdisappointingtomiss
outon the British GT'title this
year, but my sights have been set
on winningthe Sunoco Challenge
andracingatDaytona,” hesaid.

“Manufacturers and bigteams
likedrivers who have proven
themselvesinbigraces, which
isdifficult for young gunslike
me with limited budget. Racing
atDaytonaisn’tjustabout having
agoodtime, it’sdemonstrating
whatIcandoinoneof the world’s
biggest sportscar stages.”

Louis Deletraz claimed the
Formula V8 3.5 points lead at
Jerez last weekend as erstwhile
leader Tom Dillmann managed
abestresult of eighth. The pair
collided in the opening race -

penalty for causing the contact
—whilesecondinracetwo
handed Deletraz the lead.
Matthieu Vaxiviere led the
opener after guesting poleman
Jack Aitken made a shocking
start, but made a mistake in
the closing stages and handed
Matevos Isaakyan a maiden
win. Egor Orudzhev made a
brilliant start from fifth to claim

: therace two win, with Aitken

bouncing back from his

earlierdisappointment to
: takefourth... Jimmie Johnson
: wonthe NASCAR Sprint Cup

race at Martinsville last weekend to

i securea spotinthe Homestead title
showdown. The six-time champion

. overcame bodywork damage and

: fuel dramastotake the victory. ..

! The Strakka LMP2squad

. will miss the remainder of

: the World Endurance

: Championship season after

: engine problems with its

! Gibson-Nissan 015S at Fuji
with Deletraz given a 10-second :
: Customsrules have prevented
. theteam from getting an

. engineto the Chinese round

. this weekend and the team

: decided it wouldn’t be worth

: competing in the Bahrain

! season finale as the Gibson
would be given a three-minute

have proved to be terminal.

penalty for exceeding
its engine allocation for

! theyear...

Files secures late Macau Guia TCR entry

TCR Germany champion Josh
Files has secured alate deal to
take partin the TCR Guia Race
of Macau later this month.

The 25-year-old will drive
the same Target Competition
Honda Civic that he won the
German title with and will
make his second appearance
in the event that forms part
of the Macau F3 World Cup
support bill. Last year Files
took partin an uncompetitive
Opel Astra and is confident of
better results this time.

“I’'m going with Target
CompetitioninaHonda,soI’'m
going with my championship-

winning car and I’'m going
to fight for wins,” said
2013 Renault UK Clio Cup
champion Files. “This year I'm
in a good car, achampionship-
winning car witha
championship-winning team.
I’'malot more confident to go
there now and enjoy the race
weekend and fight for wins.
“Ihave abigtask at hand
because Tiago Monteiro
[Honda World Touring Car
Championship driver]is
doingit too. Monteiro has
that bit more experience of
the circuit butI have more
experience in the car.”

Will Palmer tested a McLaren Formula 1 carat
Silverstone lastWednesday as part of his prize for
winning the 2015 McLaren Autosport BRDC Award.
19-year-old Palmer drove Jenson Button’s 2011
Canadian Grand Prix-winning MP4-26, completing
three five-lap runs on the Grand Prix circuit.
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“A good circuit §
tests a driver’s “°
skill set”

EC hisis a crap circuit,” an
ex-Formula 1 driver
remarked tomein
passing last weekend.
“Totally neutered. Not
whatitwas...”

Well, nothing is, is it? One of the sport's
greatest challenges atthe moment is that at
atime when it needs to be moving forwards
it still has its eyes focused on the contents
of the rear-view mirror. No wonder it keeps
bumping into things.

And, yes, the Autodromo Hermanos
Rodriguez mighthave been improved if it
had been relaid with a more high-grip asphalt
surface when it was renovated, but anyone
who thinks the iconic Peraltada corner could
orshould have beenretained in the layout is
deluding themselves. We're talking about a
corneron which no less an eminence than
Ayrton Senna briefly feared for his life after
overturning his McLaren in the gravel.

With a main road on the other side of the
fence, there was no way the run-off could
have been brought up to modern safety
standards. It's a shame to hear people who
should know better echoing the uninformed
sentiments of the kind of person who sits at
home with their trousers around their ankles,
bashing their opinions into internet forums.

The Mexico venue's knockers also like to
point out that the drivers don't like the low-
grip surface and some of the fiddly low-speed
corners. Again, this is a self-reinforcing point:
racing drivers love to go fast, and if you ask
them whether they prefer quick corners to
slow corners they'll always plump for the
former. But of course, they don't like easy
fast corners. We're back into Eau-Rouge-
ain't-what-it-used-to-be territory.

For those watching trackside, a sequence
of tricky low-ish-speed corners with iffy grip
levels such as Mexico City's first three turns
can be agreat insightinto driver technique.
They may not be fast, but they're difficult to
getright; and surely, that should be part of
the challenge. A good circuit should exercise
many different elements of aracing driver's
skill set.

Just standing at Turn 1 at the Autodromo
Hermanos Rodriguez you can appreciate the
silky braking technique of the likes of Lewis
Hamilton and Valtteri Bottas; it's a question of
left-foot finesse rather than daring lateness.
You can see, too, how the crisply balanced
Mercedes spears neatly towards the apex,
and compare it with the ugly, towing-a-
caravan pendulousness of the Renault. If
every car passed by in the blink of an eye,
you'd never see these details.

Sothe Mexico trackisn't what it was,
it's what it is. On Saturday morning Bernie
popped his head out of his office and was
collared for a ‘selfie’ by a passing VIP. Judging
by his body language, BCE wasn't entirely
familiar with the procedure or purpose of this
ritual, but he put his social-media aversion to
one side and did the honours. If Bernie can
(grudgingly) live with the now, why can’t you?

AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Hawkins toVW Cup
Jessica Hawkins, 21-year-old
former kart and single-seater
racer, made her Volkswagen
Racing Cup debut with Team
Hard at Brands Hatch last
weekend. She achieved two
top 10 finishes in preparation
for a full assault on the
championshipin2017.

Fuller’s debut

Tom Fuller, the 30-year-old son of
BARC Intermarque racer Mark Fuller,
made his car racing debut in the
family Mercedes SLK silhouette at
Brands Hatch last weekend. The
former karter took a best result of
seventh in the Allcomers races.

Smalley Scholar
Adam Smalley has secured a
fully-funded season in Ginetta
Juniors next year after winning
the Junior Scholarship.The
15-year-old took part in driving,
media and fitness assessments
in a three-day shootout at Blyton
Park and emerged on top after
making it through to the final
with Matt Luff and Toby Goodman.

Hollamby’s horror

Photos: Richard Styles, Jakob Ebre
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F4championDasin
talkswithGarlin

Das ran with top
team Carlin in F3

ByTom Errington

mainly focusingon tryingto getaseat

with Carlin,” said Das, who took eight

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865
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Ahmed won two of the threeraces
onaone-off outing with Carlin

BTCC team boss Shaun Hollamby
returned to driving duties for a guest
appearance in the Volkswagen
Racing Cup at Brands Hatch. Aftera
strong Friday, his race only lasted a
few seconds as he was aninnocent
party in a multi-car first lap shunt,
which left his Maximum Motorsport
Scirocco in a sorry state after rolling

American single-seater
champion Cameron Dasisin
talks to contest the full BRDC
British Formula 3 Championship
with Carlin nextyear.

The 16-year-old from
Brooklandville, Maryland won this
year’s Honda-powered US Formula 4
Championship andjoined last

consecutive winsto seal this year’s
US F4title.

“British F3isavery good starting
step asaplatform towards European
F3and the strength of coachingand
traininginthe UK isjustsohigh
thatI’'m very eager to ensure my
next career step is in Europe.

“I'veenjoyed my taste of the

last weekend, and said his 2017
programme was up intheair. He
previously finished fifth in the
full 2016 championship with the
Douglas Motorsport team.

“Iraced with Carlin this weekend
asabigsponsor came in and wanted
metorace with them,” Ahmed said.
“I'mnotactually sure where my

at the foot of Paddock Hill. weekend’s Autumn Trophy contest British F3 Championship, the car is futureliesandIcertainly haven’t
withthe Farnhamteamasheassesses  alotof funandit’sabigstepupfrom signed with anyone yet.
hisoptionsfor2017. Hefinished anF4car.” “Carlin kept me calm and collected
- seventh in the Autumn Trophy points Autumn Trophy champion Enaam thismorning[Sunday] with the bad
Caroline expects withabestplacingof fifthonhisfirst ~ Ahmedisalsochasingareturntothe  weather disrupting things. Winning
H n’ visitto the Norfolk track. full championship next season, but thetitle isahuge boost for me in my
to Stay n F4 in 1 7 “I'mintalks with teams, butI'm isunlikely toremain with Carlin. 2017 aims.”
British Formula4racer
Jamie Caroline islikely to
remain in the category next
season despite makinghis - - - - e = . . - - -
BRDC British F3debut in Smith ‘let down’ by Mini officials after qualifying exclusion over rear-view mirror irregularity
the Autumn Trophy at
Snetterton last weekend. British Touring Car driver havinganon-permitted convex that theregulations have not been Mini Challenge promoter
The 17-year-old took a best Jeff Smithhashitoutathis rear-view mirror fitted. The writteninamannertoincorporate  Antony Williams said: “Ifeel
result of third at Snetterton controversial exclusion from mirrorsaremandated inthe the use of these mirrors,Ifeel for Jeff and we do plan to have
driving for Douglas Mini Challenge qualifying at BTCC, butaren’t written into let down that the championship themirrors written intothe
Motorsportbutissetto Snettertonlast weekend, after his Mini Challenge regulations. didnotstand in and influence regulationsfromnext year asthey
remain in F4for the 2017 rear-view mirror was protested. Smith was excluded from the the protestas it clearly gaveno dobringasafety benefit. But rules
season with either Carlin Smith had qualified on pole for sessionand madetostartatthe performance advantage and Ilost arerules; the implementation of
or Double RRacing. thefirstrace on Saturday when back of the grid forrace one, with apoleandpossiblyaracewinover  therules,includingtechnical

Caroline had a tough first

his Eurotech Racing-run car was

al0-second delayed start penalty.

something absolutely petty. It

matters,isan MSA matterand

season of single-seaters, protested by arival driver for Smith said: “WhilstIappreciate makes amockery of thesport.” we cannot influence that.” Exclusion frustrated Smith
switching from Jamunto
Fortec part-way through,
but claimed hismaiden - - - e
win in the final weekend Monger to stay with JHR for second campaign in British Formula 4
atBrands Hatch.

“It’sabiglearning curve British F4racer Billy Monger will Rockingham with technical much athome inside theteam,
jumpingintothe F3car,” remain with JHR Developments trouble on thelastlap. and thatkind of environment

hesaid. “It’'samuch faster
cartodrive.

intheseriesnext year.
The17-year-old finished 12th in

It will be Monger’s third year with
JHR after finishingfifth in Ginetta

really inspires confidence.
“Thetargetfor2017hastoberace

“I'mnotlookingatthis e thestandingsinhismaidenseason  Juniorsin2015with the team. wins, and if we can achieve thaton
championship in the short Monger took three insingle-seatersthis year, taking “Forme, it wasano-brainerto aconsistentbasis, then there’sno
term, butit’ssomething F4 podiums in ’16 three podiums and narrowly staywith JHR,” hesaid. “They’rea  reason why we can’t challenge for
tothink aboutfor2018. missed outonhismaiden win at great bunch of guysand]Ifeel very the championship.”

“I'mgoingtoracein
Formula4againandit’s
likely between Carlin and - = -

DoubleR. 've gota sponsor Mini squad Excelr8 adds Creventic endurance programme to stahle S -
tobringonboard and it e mw-‘n\
should all befinalised in Mini Challenge squad Excelr8 gasflowed head, Garretturboand  proveitthanenduranceracing?” -
thenew year.” willexpand into the Creventic custom manifold. “When building the car we had

24 Hour Series next season with The car willgothroughan tothink about where the ultimate

abespoke endurance John intensive testing programme performance was and then dial

Cooper Worksmachine. overthe winter ahead of afull itback toensureitlasted. The

Thenew carisbuiltonthe campaign in the pan-European engineis capable of 390bhp, but

standard F56 JCW Challenge car,
but with heavy modification
toadapt the cartolongdistance
racing. Itfeatures the same
turbocharged two-litre BMW
engineasthe Challenge cars, but
hasbeen boosted from 255bhp to
345bhp with forged internals, a

Creventic class next year.
Excelr8’s Oliver Shepherd is

behind the project and formerly

was part of the Creventic paddock

withthe Marc Carsteam.
Shepherd said: “We wanted to

make the most extreme version

of the JCW, and where better to

we’rerunninglower for longevity
asenduranceracingis half about
speed and half about reliability.

“The Creventicseries is
fantastic, and it’sa great platform
toshow what the current Mini
iscapable of and what Excelr8
canproduce.”

POTEHED

The Challenge car willrace in Creventic 24 Hours series
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‘Ahmed claimed honours
as fog stopped play’

Full F3 Autumn Trophy report, p29

Photos: Richard Styles, Jakob Ebrey, Fresh Orange Photography, LAT
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“The WEC will R
survive, with or
without Audi”

British constructor RML will
returntosportscarracingfor
thefirst time in six yearsnext
season after partnering with
Mectech Motorsport foradual
campaign inthe European
LeMans Series and British
Prototype Cup.

RML (Ray Mallock Limited)
hastakendelivery of itsfirst
Ligier JSP3LMP3chassisand
will field Mectech Radical
drivers Bradley Smith and
Evgeny Klyucharev for a full
season of ELMSnextyear,and

since2011. Thesquad has
won several ELMS LMP2 titles,
including in 2007 and its last full
term in 2010. It hasalsofielded
works Le Mans programmes for
brands such as Aston Martin,
MG and morerecently Nissan,
where it developed the ZEOD
Garage56entry in2014.Ithas
also won numerous FIA World
Touring Car Championship
titles with Chevrolet.

RML’s commercial director
Simon Holloway told Motorsport
News: “We’ve been watching

and the Mectech team since
kartingand this seemedlike
aperfect chanceforustogo
back tosportscarsaswehavea
proven car already in the Ligier
and two strongdrivers.
“Forusitwillbeatoeback into
ELMS, and may lead usback to
LMP2 in the future also, but for
now LMP3 isthe challenge.
“The Prototype Cup isalso
firmly inour plansasit’sa
great stepping-stone. Drivers
havetolearntheskillsneeded
inprototyperacing,andthe

carsinboth series. We've

already got interest for a second

car also, so hopefully we can

secure enough ELMS entries. P

We’realsohopingtodothe
RoadtoLeMansrace [which
supportsthe24 Hours in June].”
Mectech head Mike smith
added: “RML’sambitions and
our own fit perfectly for next
year. We’ve won three Radical
titlesonthetrotasateam,so
LMP3isthenatural nextstep
toexpand into.
“It’'sgreattowork with RML

Le Mans 24 Hours was Audi v Peugeot for years

hisisn’tgood. Thisisn’t good
at all. But, crucially, itisn’t
the end of the world.

Since its arrival into the sport
inthe late 1990s, Audi has

British seriesallows themto
race with other cars without the
stresses, pressures and budgets
of the European championship.
“Thetwo calendarsdon’t clash
sotheplanistorunthesame

planstoalsodovetail that
programme with multiple cars
inthenew Prototype Cup class.
The deal marks thefirsttime
RMLhasentered atraditional
category of sportscarracing

the growth of LMP3 closely
inrecentseasonsandit’s
experiencingareal boomat
themoment, and next year
it’llbeeven bigger.
“I'veknown Bradley [Smith]

aswe’ll poolresources and
engineersand itallowsusto
createaladder for both drivers
and staff toprogresstoavery
highlevel of sportscarracing
andLeMans.”

New-huild TTs to contest YW Racing Cup

Miniracer Simon Walton will
becomethefirst persontofielda
new-generation Audi TT inthe
Volkswagen Racing Cupin2017.

Walton, who competes in
the Cooper Class of the Mini
m Challenge, hasboughttwo
brand new two-litre TFSi T'Ts
for both himself and his son
Owen toracenextseason.

The cars weredelivered last
month and have already donea
| trackday at Croft, beforebeing
sentaway to VW specialist
Slidesportstobebuiltinto
race carsfornextyear.

Walton Sr, whorunsthe Swan
Flight casebusiness, said: “We’ve

gotspecial dispensation torun
the TTsinthe VW Cupasthey’re
the new model so it works for the
seriesand for Audi.

“Nobody hasbuiltandraceda
new TT inthis country,;soit’sa
good challengetobedoingthe
first development with thingslike
therollcage, brakes and such.

“The carsare front-wheel drive,
230bhp and are greatfun,and
they should easily be competitive
againsttheusual Golfsand
Sciroccosonthegrid. Wejust
wanted todo somethingabit
different-thisfitsthe bill. Owen
and I'will stilldo Mini Coopers
nextyeartoosoit’ll be busy.”

Walton has enlisted help f Slidsports to p s for racin

Photo: Gary Hill

Hatchman Hammond tests endurance Leon

Classic Stock Hatch regular
PipHammond swapped his
Vauxhall Novafora SEAT
LeonEurocupcarinatestat
Silverstone last week with
Zest Racecar Engineering.

Hammond tested the car—
builtto TCRregulations—at
the Northamptonshire circuit
last Monday, sharingthe

slick tyresand then massive
brakes with no servo assist,
wasan eye-opener.”

The2011 Stock Hatch champion
Hammond, who also won two
races inabit-part campaign
inthe 750 Motor Club
championshipthisyear, is
inlineto competeinthecar
atselected eventsnext season.

track with Britsh Touring Car Zestplanstocampaign the
Championshiprace winner Leoninselect Touring Car
Tom Ingram and sportscar Endurance Series (TCES)
outfit FF Corse. roundsin 2017.
“EverythingIhaveraced-the “Thecarisreally suited to

Porsche and the Nova—hasbeen
production-based with standard
suspension and treaded tyres,”
said Hammond. “Togetintoa
car with three times morepower,
sittingon the other side with

TCES; because it’sa one-make
championship carasabase,
it’sbuilttobereliable,”
added Hammond.

Theteam is scheduled to test
again in Barcelona, to which

A SsangYong Korandomade a briefappearance
at Brands Hatch last Saturday.The pickup truck -
which will be raced in the one-make SsangYong

apaddleshift, all of Hammond has Racing Challenge thatis scheduled tolaunchin
the grip of the m /-\ been invited, 2017 —was entered into the Allcomers event at

: _althoughadate the circuit, but driver Ash Slights lost control at
Hammond — hasnotyet Paddock Hill bend on his first qualifying lap and
in Leon ¢ beenarranged. the Korando finished on its side in the gravel trap.

grown into perhaps the most
iconic sportscar racing brand of the modern
era. It was a pioneer, both in terms of racing
car design and engine technology.

Audi pretty much single-handedly made the
world sit up and take notice of diesel technology.
In fact before 2006 you'd struggle to buy a diesel
carin America. All that changed after Audi’s win
at Sebring that year with the revolutionary R10.

But now we've come to this. Eighteen years
and 13 Le Mans wins later and the dream is
over. Audi has contested its last Le Mans already,
well, its last for the foreseeable future anyway.

Questions had been raised about the future
of the programme, with the Volkswagen-Audi
Group not keen on bankrolling two of its brands
against each other in the same arena, especially
when suffering the fallout from the ‘dieselgate’
emissions scandal.

For afirm already with rocked credibility over
its diesel engines, aracing programme centring
onone doesn't really add up.

Audi’s withdrawal will be keenly felt in both the
FIA World Endurance Championship and the
Le Mans 24 Hours. It reduces the ranks of the
LMP1 division by effectively 30 per cent, and
leaves just Porsche and Toyota to battle it out.

Butis that such a bad thing? Remember, when
the WEC was rebornin 2012 it featured just two
brands — Audi and Toyota. Admittedly it should
have been three, but Peugeot opted to pull the
plug a few months beforehand, forcing Toyota
to step in swiftly. But before that Le Mans was
almost exclusively Audiv Peugeot for five years,
and nobody was crying out desperately for a
third factory team then.

The WEC, and Le Mans, will survive. Granted,
manufacturers bring a lot of credibility and
marketing power to a championship, but that
championship cannot be dictated by or overly
dependant on them.

Manufacturers come and go, and WEC boss
Gerard Neveu has already said that while Audi
will be missed, its absence won't devalue the
championship.

“One manufacturer is leaving, others will soon
be arriving, and we have a 32 car grid for next
year. This is the life of a championship,” he said.

So chin up, and instead of being sad Audi
is gone, instead be thankful its 18-year
programme happened at all.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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ByPeterScherer

Multiple gold medal-winning Olympians
Sir Chris Hoy and Jason Kenny were
reunited as a team for the first time
since the 2012 London Olympics when
they shared a Radical RXC Spyderin
the final round of the Radical European
Masters at Jerez last weekend.

The duofinished third in class in the first
tworacesand were fourth in the finale. The
cycling starsteamed up totake partinthe
race after Radical contacted the pair
before this summer’s Rio Olympics.

“Radical had been in touch before the
Olympics and said that if Jason gotagold
medal inRio, it would be good toput usina
cartogether,” said Hoy. “Well, of coursehe
did better than that [winning three].”

Hoy started racing in Radicals before
progressingto compete in British GT and in
LMP3and LMP2machinery-which included
racingat Le Mans earlier this year—after
retiring from cycling. Kenny previously
raced in the Ginetta GT5 Challenge in 2013

before his cycling commitmentsrestricted
hismotorsportoutings, buthemadehis
comeback at Brands Hatch in the Radical
Challenge atthe end of August.

They had always been keen torace
together sometime, astheir carracing
interest goes back anumber of years,
with Kenny introducing Hoy to the track.

Kenny added: “Thave been so busy training
and after the Ginettasmanaged onerace in
the Radical SR3sat the Nurburgring in 2014.
Iwas somadeuptobeonthe podiumand
loved thedriver change and team work, so
vowed to have another go sometime.”

Hoy isnextdue out in the Race of
Remembrance at Anglesey later this
month, where he will sharea car with
aParalympiccyclist.

@ Tony Wells secured the Radical European
Mastersclass title with two wins out of
three inthe season’sfinaleat Jerezinthe
SR8heshared with James Littlejohn.
Marcelo Marateotto and Marco Cencetti
were crowned SR3 championsforasecond
year and with it took the overall crown.

Kenny (1) and Hoy took two
class podiums in RXC Spyder

New budget class for Mini Challenge next year

The Mini Challenge will introduce a
new budget classfor next season in
an efforttolower Cooper Class costs.

Fornextseason the Coopers
will be split into two categories
—CooperProand Cooper Am.

Thenew Cooper Am class will run
for cars with minimal modifications
with budgets estimated to be around
£10,000 per season for aprivateer
entry runningtheir own car.

The Cooper Pro class will run for
the current naturally aspirated
1.6-litre 130bhp cars, which are also
fitted with the six-speed Cooper S

gearbox. The Am cars will be
detuned to 120bhp and will retain
the standard five-speed gearbox,
which is currently used in the
Scottish Mini Cooper Cup. The
Am classwillalsorun on treaded
Dunlop tyres, instead of slicks.

A conversionKit of build parts
will be supplied for thenew Am
carsand costs £3495 + VAT, or ready
torace packages will cost £6495
+VAT withadonor car.

Mini Challenge promoter Antony
Williams said: “Budgets are stillthe
biggest challenge in motorsport,

Cooper Am costswillbe lower

andthe Cooper Amclassisa
stripped-back option, which should
allow driverstobuildacarand have
afull season of racingforaround
£10,000. Removinga bit of power
letsuskeep the standard gearbox,
whichsavesalot.”

British GT crew Farmer and Barnes to GT Open

British GT men Mark Farmer
and Jon Barnes will warm up for
their title challenge next season
by joining the International

GT Open grid at Barcelona

this weekend.

The pair, who finished fourth
in British GT this year and took
their maiden race win together
at Spa-Francorchamps, will
share asecond Aston Martin
Vantage GT3 entry from TF
Sport. Salih Yoluc and Euan
Hankey willrace TF’s other
Vantagein the event.

TF boss Tom Ferrier said:
“I'mdelighted to welcome
Jon and Mark to our GT Open
programme. It’s a very positive
thing for the team to run two
carsintheseries and it’s timely
for the drivers too as it will keep
them fresh and in the zone over
thelong winter break.”

Farmer and Barnes will return
to British GT next year as part of
anunchanged line-up from TF
Sport, with reigning champions
Derek Johnston and Jonathan
Adam in thesister car.

Py

Farmer (1) and Barnes
willrace at Barcelona

Photos: Gary Hawkins

Bradshaw heats the stars
for Surtees Challenge win
Henry Surtees Challenge

ByRob Ladbrook

Organiser: HSF/Buckmore Park Kart Club When: October 26
Where: Buckmore Park, Kent Starters: 25

Final podium (1-r) Prior,Bradshaw,

r- 5

Creesand John Surtees

Karting star Callum Bradshaw booked
himself a British Formula 4 test with
Carlin after coming out on top of
astar-studded field in the seventh
annual Henry Surtees Challenge
event at Buckmore Park.

Bradshaw took a controlled victory in the
final after beating drivers such as European
F3race-winner Ben Barnicoat, GP3driver
Jake Dennis and Ginetta Junior champion
Will Tregurtha, which highlighted the entry:.

Theeventaimstohelp boost the careers of
aspiringdrivers viaaselection of top prizes,
all donated by leading teams and suppliers.
Allproceeds from the event go toward the
Henry Surtees Foundation.

Despite the horde of established carracers,
the front row for the Pre-Final had afamiliar
look about it, with the cream of the arrive-and-
drive karting world always figuring well at
thisevent. Alldriversrunon Club 100 115cc
TKM-engined Birel hire karts, with drivers
switching chassis between each session.

Easykartfrontrunner Owen Jenman
grabbed pole ahead of last year’s winner Piers

Prior. Upholding car-racinghonour wasa
secondrow of British F4Aman Alex Quinn
and Barnicoat. Bradshaw felt hisfirstkart
was down on power and started just fifth,
but benefited from trouble for others ahead
in what wasafraughtfirstrace.

When the lights went out Jenman headed
thepack, but Bradshaw got the best getaway;,
runningthird atthe end of thefirstlap before
displacing Quinn for second.

Jenman couldn’t geta gap and soon the top
fiveran as one as Bradshaw, Barnicoat,
Quinn and Prior piled the pressure on.

Jenman was elbowed wide through Hairpin
Two, allowing Barnicoat tosteal into thelead
ahead of Bradshaw. Barnicoat managed to
forgeaslenderlead,aided when Charlie
Turner began to pressure for second, having
battled his way up the order mid-race. Turner
snatched second spot from Bradshaw alap
fromhome, butthe order attheflagdidn’tlast.

Fromthe25entries, the grid managed to
rack upatotal of 24 place penaltiesfor various
transgressions, with Barnicoat pinged two
placesfor track limits, and Turner getting
four for multiple contact.

Theamended result gave Bradshaw the
win, and pole for the Final, ahead of Barnicoat,
Turner and Prior.

With drivers switching chassis, thereisa
certainamount of fortune involved in which
drivers benefit from a marginally stronger
kart with each session. That proved afactor.

KARTING REPORT

Barnicoat gotaway well torun outside
Bradshaw to grab thelead through Henry’s
Bend, but couldn’t pull away. “Idon’t think
thekartIhad under me inthefinal was quite
asgood,” said Barnicoat. “Iwashavingtodrive
the widest Birel ever made!”

Barnicoat’s defence lasted an impressive
eightlaps, with Bradshaw literally pushing
him around at points, unable tofind a gap, but
oneappeared at turn one.

“Ben was defending well, but heleft alittle gap
ontheinside so I went for it,” said 15-year-old
Bradshaw. “I knew my kart was faster than
his, so it was just about pickingmy moment.”

Once ahead, Bradshaw excelled as
Barnicoatacted as the cork in the bottle
tothose behind. The impressive Michael
Crees did mange to sneak past for second
after pulling off a great move into Hairpin
One topass both Barnicoat and Ross Martin
asthey fought ahead of him.

Barnicoat held on for third on the road
ahead of Prior, Turner, Martinand Ginetta
racer Ben Green, but was demoted tofifth for
asecond track limits infringement.

“It’sbeen an amazingevent,” said Bradshaw.
“The prizes are amazing and will really benefit
allof us.”

Results

Pre-Final (16 laps) 1 Callum Bradshaw; 2 Ben Baricoat +2.180s; 3 Charlie
Turner; 4 Piers Prior; 5 Matthew Taylor; 6 David Robinson. Pole Owen Jenman.
Fastest lap Tuner 45.680s. Starters 25.

Final (20 laps) 1 Bradshaw; 2 Michael Crees +2.370s; 3 Prior; 4 Turner;

5 Barnicoat; 6 Ross Martin. P Bradshaw. FL Crees 45.410s. S 25.
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Boyd (r) congratulates Carroll in 2015

ByJack Benyon

Reigning Walter Hayes Trophy
winner Graham Carrollis hoping
anew engine supplier will help
himto challenge forvictoryon
thisyear’s event.

Lastyear Carrollreturned aftera
lengthy absence towinthe WHT ina
Medina Motorsport Van Diemenrun
by BM Racing. Butthe Scothasbeen
developingRalph Firman’snew
Firman RF1600 car this year,and a
troublesome development period
culminated with an off-the-pace
performance at the Formula Ford
Festival duetoastrugglingengine.
Histeam-mate, Luke Williams, was
afrontrunner intheevent.

“Itshould definitely be better than
Brands,” said Carroll. “We’vegota
new engine, we've goneback toa
guy inIreland who used to build our
engines.Ithink the engine Ralph uses
isanew guy on the block, and these
guysinIreland have been doing it for
years. The car was good at Brands, but
whenIputmyfootdownIcouldjust
feel peopledrivingaway fromme.”

Stephen Patton is the builder
primed with constructing Carroll’s
engine. Hisengines powered Carroll
tohis 2008 national title,and would
have won that year’s Walter Hayes
Trophy too, had itnot been for an
error from Carroll when leadingthe
final thathanded the win to Team
USA Scholarshipdriver Conor Daly.

Murray: Favourite after Festival

Boyd is back

Carroll wasareturneelast year,
while Wayne Boyd was the favourite
for victory after winning the 2015
Festival. Now Boyd is back at the
WHT after missing the Festival
through his European Le Mans
Series LMP3 commitments.

“Idid test John Loebell’s Van
Diemen at Silverstone a couple of
monthsago, soitisnotlikeIhaven’t
hadany preparation, but therehas
beennothingrecently,” said Boyd.
“Itwasashametomissthe Formula
Ford Festival -itisaneventIlove.l
was committed toracingin LMP3 in
the ELMS in Portugal. Iwas putinfor
thefirststint, whichIdidn’t mind -
itmeantIgotoutof the carand was
ableto follow the Festival onlive
timingon the web, which Idid.

“The Walter Hayes Trophy always
seems to throw together the best in
the category, and if youlook atthe
entrylistthis year, thereare about
20guys whoare in with achance of
winningit.Itisan exceptional event
andsolongasmy calendarisfree, it
isonethatIwillalwaystrytodo.”

The category’s best
Aspartof what Boydlabels “the
bestinthe category” isanumber
of potential contenders.
Lastyear’srunner-up and podium
finishers Oliver White and Scott
Andrews bothreturn, while
frontrunners James Raven (Cliff

T3

A\

Dempsey Racing) and Michael
Moyers (Kevin Mills Racing) both
return after colliding in thefinal
lastyear. Niall Murray is fresh off a
dominant Formula Ford Festival
winand will be tough to beat after
drivingaway from the other
contenders at Brands Hatch.
Three-time Walter Hayes Trophy
winner Joey Foster suffered a
lacklustre Festival, but performs
well at the Hayes. Oliver Askew —
partof the Team USA Scholarship
scheme-also impressed atthe
Festival,and has completed
hundreds of lapsinthelast
monthready for the WHT.
Oneintriguingentryis Stuart
Gough, who will returntoaKevin
Mills-run carfor the first time since
2004. Havingnot won the WHT in his
12 attemptssofar, he believes that his
Spectrum this year will be his most
competitive car. The team has won
twice usingthe Australian chassis.
The intriguing battle of Kevin
McGarrity and Bas Leinders, who
fought forthe 1995 British Formula
Ford Championship, willno doubt
prove spectacular. The two will
have Ray GR15s from the Graham
Brunton stabletodobattle.
RobertBarrablereturnstoa
familiar car, which hasbeenraced
by Jordan Dempsey this year. The
seventh-placefinisherfromlast year
hasbeen kept sharp with a British
GT campaign thisyearin GT4,and

Joey Foster will look to
B rebound after poor Festival

should be in tune with his car quickly.
Dempsey takes over the Motorsport
Ireland Van Diemen LA10, which
should have been campaigned by
Jake Byrne. He pulled out of the
programme mid-season, and
Dempsey took over for the Festival
and WHT. Byrne, who finished in the
top 10at the Festival this year, misses
theeventtoattendacollege
graduation ceremony.

Small margins
Withmany factorsin the event
stayingthe same, thereisasmall
changetotheregulationson
minimum weight in the cars.

Previously the WHT wasa
420kg minimum, car only. Now the
minimum weight is 500kg for car and
driver, which bringsitinline with the
current BRSCC FF1600regulations.

“I'minline with everybody else at
500kilosnow,” said event organiser
James Beckett. “The Hayes has
always been car only at 420kg.
I'vealwaysrun the event mostly to
the Ford [BRSCC National series]
technicalregulations and now
we’refully inline with that.”

There will alsobe an extrarace this
year, squeezed into the timetable just
before thefinal to give eliminated
carsextratrack time.

“We’veadded arace for the top
36Post-"89 carsthatdon’t make the
grand final,” added Beckett. “It gives
them another chancetohavearace.”

Raven returns to the WHT
with Cliff Dempsey Racing
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‘Grady takes the
honours at Snetterton’
Mini Challenge report, p29

Photos: Jakob Ebre

[RECENTWINNERS| ir'

2015: Graham Carroll

Carroll topped last
year’s Walter Hayes

Van Diemen JL13
2014: Wayne Boyd
Van Diemen MS13
2013: Scott Malvern
Spectrum011C
2012: Tristan Nunez
Ray GRS08
2011: Adrian ;
Campfield o
Spectrum011C Ceiel e
EAT DRAWS
Heatone
Kyle Kirkwood Ray GRO7
Matt Round-Garrido | Van Diemen JL16K
Jordan Dempsey Van Diemen LA10
Robert Barrable Van Diemen RF02
Ben Norton Spectrum 010B
Heattwo
Felix Fisher Van Diemen VD02
Stuart Gough Spectrum011C
Rob Hall Ray GR16
Peter Daly Royale RP21
Oliver White Van Diemen JL15K
Heatthree
Niall Murray Van Diemen RF99
Kevin McGarrity Ray GR16
Wayne Boyd Van Diemen JL16K
Fernando Ribeiro Van Diemen RF79
Josh Fisher Van Diemen JLO14
Heatfour
Chase Owen Ray GR11
Michael Moyers Spectrum011C
Bob Higgins Van Diemen RFO0O
Luke Williams Firman RF1600
Joey Foster Ray GR0O8
Heatfive
Ed Moore Van Diemen JLO13K
Parker Thompson Ray GR0O8
Neville Smyth Ray GRS12
lan Gough Van Diemen DP08
Scott Andrews Spectrum011C
Heatsix
Graham Carroll Firman RF1600
Stephen Daly Ray GR11
Oliver Askew Ray GR15
Bas Leinders Ray GR16
Chris Middlehurst Van Diemen LA10

T B
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Briton keeps Rosberg in his sights with Mexican victory

ewis Hamilton
kept his world
championship
hopesalive with
victory from
pole position

in Mexico,
controlling therace beautifully
after an opening-lap scare, but
theraceended in controversy as
thebattle for third place behind
Hamilton and Nico Rosberg
was decided by asuccession

of timepenalties.

Max Verstappen crossed theline
third on theroad for Red Bull, only to be
demoted immediately before he had the
chancetogethishands on the trophy.

Sebastian Vettel duly stood on the
podium forthefirsttime since the
Italian Grand Prix, buthedidn’t get
toenjoy itforlong, since he was then
given apenalty that handed third
placeto Verstappen’s team-mate,
Daniel Ricciardo.

The 25 points for victory brought
Hamilton seven points closer
toRosberg, who stillleads the
championship race by 349 points
to330 with tworoundstorun.

Qualifying

Pickingtheright moment wasthekey
tonailingan effective qualifyinglap,
since thelayout of the Autodromo
Hermanos Rodriguezfeatures three
very technical sections in which it’s
easy tolose time when going through
traffic. Throughout practicethe
drivers had complained about the
effects of trafficand so itcontinued
duringqualifying.

There was one fewer car to contend
withontrack from Q1 onwards, since
Jolyon Palmer had to skip the session
entirely after an impact withakerb in
practice—-measured at 12g—cracked
the chassisof his Renault. Toadd to
Palmer’sfrustration, his team-mate
Kevin Magnussen completed Q1
well clear of the drop zone.

Both Haasdrivers struggled in
practice and neither progressed to Q2.
Romain Grosjean was the slowest of
therunners, sayinghe had gone asfast
ashis car could go, while team-mate
Esteban Gutierreztook toomuch
kerbattheexitof theessesonhisfinal
flyinglap and was demoted to 17th by
Manor’s Pascal Wehrlein.

Daniil Kvyat was 18th, failingtomake
the cutafter his Toro Rosso suffered a
powerlossearly in the session after
hisfirst quick lap. Sauber’s Felipe
Nasrand Manor’s Esteban Ocon
didn’t improve enough tojoin their
team-mates in Q2, endingthe session
19th and 20th behind Kvyat.

Sincedriversinthetop 10 haveto
starttheraceonthetyreson which
they set theirfastestlaps in Q2, the top
teams’ race strategies then started to
come in tofocus. Both Mercedes set
their fastlaps in Q2 on the soft Pirellis,
theoretically the best choice for the
firststint of therace, while both Red
Bulls went for super-softs. Ferrari
seemed intenton a split strategy,
runningboth Vettel and Kimi
Raikkonen onsoft tyresatfirst
andthen sending Raikkonen outon

super-softs, but the Finn had toback
outof hisfastlap on super-softs after
encounteringtraffic. Others—
includingthe Force India and Williams
drivers—couldn’t make the soft tyres
work and had torun super-softsina
bid to get through to Q3.

If the early bath for Gutierrezwasn’t
disappointingenough for the home
crowd, Sergio Perezmissed Q3 by just
over atenth over a second. Perhaps
lesssurprising, given this circuit’s
demands on engine power, neither
McLaren went further; although it was
aconsiderable improvement on last
year’sshowing. Fernando Alonso
was 11th and Jenson Button 13th,
sandwiching Perez, while the
remainder of thedriverseliminated
in Q2 were those most accustomed
todepartingin Q1 this season:
Magnussen, Marcus Ericsson
and Wehrlein.

Trafficstill played arole in Q3 as
Hamilton set provisional pole witha
cleartrack ahead of him, thenjust
failed to improve on histime after
meeting other cars on his warm-up
lapforhissecondrun. Buthehad
still done enough toremain ahead of
Rosberg, who improved to second on
the grid after ascrappy first run put
himaprovisional fourth behind the
twoRed Bulls.

Verstappen and Ricciardo also went
quicker ontheir second runs, just not
by enough, lining up on the second row,
and once again Ferrarifell short of
expectations: Raikkonen and Vettel
were edged into sixth and seventh
places by Nico Hulkenberg’s Force
India. The battle for fourth place in the
constructors’ championship between
thatteam and Williams-represented
by Valtteri Bottas and Felipe Massa in

eighth and ninth, ahead of Carlos Sainz

inthe Toro Rosso-wasasdelicately
poised asthat between Hamilton
and Rosbergfor the drivers’ title.
Evidence of the pressure atthetop
arrived in the form of Hamilton’s
downbeat demeanour after qualifying,
inspite of qualifyingonpole. He
described Q3 as “the worst session of

my weekend.” Lewis had cometo crush

Rosberg, nottoedgeahead of him...

Race

With justhalf of thetop10startingthe
race on the preferred soft-compound
Pirellityre, the 900-metrerunto
thefirst corneratthe Autodromo
Hermanos Rodriguez was almost
inevitably goingtoprovide drama.

Andsoitdid,as Hamilton wenttoo
deep into the corner, locked his front-
right wheel and skittled off, over the
grass, resumingintheleadat Turn3.
Helater put the lock-up down toabrake
disc which had glazed on the formation
lap,and then suddenly gripped hard
atthecriticalmoment.

Hamilton’s cause was aided by
Rosbergand Verstappen banging
wheels between Turns 1 and 2, which
sent Rosberg on a small off-track
journey of hisown. Hetoorejoined
with his position intact,and he was
allowed to keep it after the stewards
examined the incident.

Asthefield funnelled through Turn2

Vettel had a frustrating race, and then lost podium after penalty

Hamilton’s one flaw was
this lock-up at the start

there was more bumpingand banging,
and Gutierreztagged the back of
Wehrlein, sendinghim spinninginto
Ericsson’s Sauber. Ericsson also spun
buthe wasabletogethisless-damaged
car goingagain, while Wehrlein was
outonthespot.

Justafew metresfurtheron, Sainz
was defending his position from Alonso
by edgingthe McLaren ontothe grass
attheexitof Turn3asthey wereboth
flatonthe gas, which sentafurious
Alonso intoatankslapper he only just
held. Once the stewards goton to that
incident, havingjudged the Wehrlein-
Ericsson shuntnot worthy of
furtheraction, they hit Sainzwith
afive-second penalty.

Thesafety car was deployed to enable
themarshals to sweep up sundry pieces
of Sauber and Manor, and during this
three-lap period Red Bull brought
Ricciardo in speculatively from
fourth place for achange tomedium-
compound Pirellis. Renault also looked
totake advantage of theneutralised
course tobring Palmer in for mediums,
and his consistent pace over alongstint
onthese would enable himtobaga
14th-place finish from last on the grid.

AsHamilton pulled clear, Rosberg
spent severallaps with Verstappen

hovering within DRS range before
breakingaway. Asthisbattle stabilised,
othersdeveloped behind asthe
Ferraris (led by Raikkonen in fifth
place)looked toleapfrogfourth-placed
Hulkenberg, Massaand Bottashad to
fend off a determined Perez while
runningonthelessadvantageous
super-softs, and Ricciardo pushed
hardtobreak back intothetop10.

Bylap 12Ricciardo had elevated
himself to10th at the expense of
Alonso, and he gained another
position as Verstappen pitted for
mediums, emergingbehind Alonso.
ButRicciardo’sfurther progress
lookedlike it wasabouttohitan
obstacle in the form of thefour-car
battle for sixth between Massa, Vettel,
Bottasand Perez. Hulkenbergand
Massapitted onlap 14, enabling
Raikkonen and Vettel to push on, but
Bottas was able to make his super-softs
—which Pirelli suggested had at most
18lapsinthem-lastuntillap 19, by
which time Ricciardo wasrightonthe
tail of him and Perez. Next time around
Perezpitted for mediumsas well,and
the way wasfinally clear for Ricciardo
topushon.

Themainloserinthis pitstop
sequence was Hulkenberg, wholost
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HAMILTON

KEEPSTHEFIGHTALIVE

¥

track position toboth Ferrarisbut
stayed ahead of Massa and Bottas,
while Perezfailed to jump the Williams
carsinthe pitsand took to complaining
over the team radio about the timing of
hisstop. Theleading duo pitted onlaps
17and 19for mediums, leaving Vettel in
thelead, and rejoined in what would
becomeanetfirstand second place
once Vettel finally pitted.

But Vettel continued tolapata
competitive pace untillong pastthe
recommended life of his soft Pirellis
(221aps). Hedidn’t break for the pitlane
until theend of lap 31, by which
time histyreshad been around the
Autodromo 36 times. Crucially, this
enabled him toexitthe pitsahead
of Hulkenberg, now runningin
seventhplace.

Behind Hamilton and Rosberg,

Red Bullhad ordered Ricciardotolet
Verstappen by into third place since
they wererunningon very different
strategies, while afurther six seconds
down theroad Raikkonen had atwo-
second cushion over team-mate Vettel.
Theleapfrogged Hulkenberg spent
much of thismiddle stintrunningon
hisown inseventh, withamargin of
over 10seconds to the pursuing
Williams duo and Perez, until Bottas
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‘There’s no doubt Max . .
makes things happen’ . <™
Red Bull’s dramatic race, p28 L)

Photos: LAT

RACE FACTS Results © 2016 Formula One Administration Ltd

E_ MEXICO GRAND PRIX YRE
: Circuit: Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez Laps: 71 11J 2
; | Race distance: 189.75 miles Lap: 2.672 miles Prime
, Lap record: 1m20.521s (Nico Rosberg, 2015) MEDIUM

2015 winner: Nico Rosberg (Mercedes% @-e
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Track: 50.1 degrees celsius
Air: 22.5 degrees celsius Weather: Cloudy

RESULTS
FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 19/21
POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE | TIME
1 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes 1h40m31.402s
2 Nico Rosberg GER | Mercedes +8.354s
= 3 | Daniel Ricciardo AUS | Red Bull-Renault +20.858s
Win has kept Lewis 4 | Max Verstappen NED | Red Bull-Renault +21.323s
in the title chase 5 | Sebastian Vettel GER | Ferrari +27.313s
6 | Kimi Raikkonen FIN | Ferrari +49.376s
g 7 Nico Hulkenberg GER | Force India-Mercedes +58.891s
MRy M Nl 8 | Valtteri Bottas FIN | Williams-Mercedes +1m05.612s
= 9 Felipe Massa BRA | Williams-Mercedes +1m16.206s
10 | Sergio Perez MEX | Force India-Mercedes +1m16.798s
11 | Marcus Ericsson SWE | Sauber-Ferrari -1lap
12 | Jenson Button GBR | McLaren-Honda -1lap
13 | Fernando Alonso ESP [ McLaren-Honda -1lap
14 | Jolyon Palmer GBR | Renault -1lap
15 | Felipe Nasr BRA | Sauber-Ferrari -1 lap
16 | Carlos Sainz ESP_| Toro Rosso-Ferrari -1lap
17 | Kevin Magnussen DEN | Renault -1lap
18 | Daniil Kvyat RUS | Toro Rosso-Ferrari -1lap
19 | Esteban Gutierrez | MEX | Haas-Ferrari -1lap
20 | Romain Grosjean FRA | Haas-Ferrari -1lap
21 | Esteban Ocon FRA [ Manor-Mercedes -2 laps
R | Pascal Wehrlein GER | Manor-Mercedes LO/collision

Winner’s average speed 113.250mph Lap leaders: Hamilton 1-17; Rosberg 18-20; Vettel 21-32; Hamilton 33-71

FASTEST LAP | DANIEL RICGIARDO: 1m21.134s ON LAP 53 (AVERAGE SPEED: 118,66mph)
OUALIFYING

1 Hamilton 1m18.704s 12 | Perez 1m20.287s
2 Rosberg 1m18.958s 13 | Button 1m20.673s
3 Verstappen 1m19.054s 14 | Magnussen 1m21.131s
4 Ricciardo 1m19.133s 15 | Ericsson 1m21.536s
5 Hulkenberg 1m19.330s 16 | Wehrlein 1m21.785s
6 Raikkonen 1m19.376s 17 | Gutierrez 1m21.401s
7 Vettel 1m19.381s 18 | Kvyat 1m21.454s
8 Bottas 1m19.551s 19 | Nasr 1m21.692s
9 Massa 1m20.032s 20 | Ocon 1m21.881s
passed Massa and tried to shut down 10 | Sainz 1m20.378s 21 | Grosjean 1m21.916s
thegap. 11 | Alonso 1m20.282s 22 | Palmer no time

Ferrarigave Raikkonen some extra
work to do by pittinghim for another
setof mediumsonlap45,acall which
deposited him intothe gap between
Hulkenbergand Bottas. Fourlapslater
theraceupfrontsparked intolifeas
Sainzbaulked Rosbergat Turn 1while
beinglapped, enabling Verstappen to
launch an opportunist move up the
insideat Turn4, but hefailed togethis
car stopped in time and sailed straight
onas Rosbergtook the corner.

Ricciardo stopped for anew set of
soft tyresonlap 50, emerging between

Perez and Gutierrez
buoyed the crowd

Hulkenbergand Raikkonen, but he Williams’ Bottas topped the speed traps with an impressive 231.5mph CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

made short work of the Force Indiaand DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS

setabout catchingthecarsaheadata Both carslost momentum, enabling laps later, with Vettel fulminating over POS | DRIVER | PTS POS | CONSTRUCTOR

rateof around 1.5s alap. Raikkonen Ricciardo into DRSrange and opening theteamradio about Verstappen being 1 Nico Rosberg 349 1 Mercedes

took afurther 161aps tofind a way by the doorfor him tolaunch an assault on allowed to stay ahead. 2 [ Lewis Hamilton 330 2 | RedBull-TAG Heuer 422

Hulkenbergbut when hedid, hedid itin Vettelat Turn4two lapslater. Verstappen was given a penalty for 3 | Daniel Ricciardo 239 3 | Ferari 370

style, going around the outside into Turn Ricciardoarrived with his wheels gaining an advantage when he went 4 | Sebastian Vettel 192 4 C\‘;ﬁ?e '”d',f;l'Mercedes 145

4, pinchingthe Force Indiaintoaspin. locked but both cars made it through off-track, but after Vettel collected the 5 Kimi Raikkonen 178 2 M liams-Mercedes 136

X X . cLaren-Honda 74

Asthe Mercedes pulled clearand unscathed, with Vettel still ahead of silverware he was summoned to the 6 | Max Verstappen 175 7 Toro Rosso-Ferrari 55

Verstappen’styresfaded, Vettelmade Ricciardo butbehind Verstappen, who stewards’ office to answer a charge of 7 | SergioPerez 85 8 | Haas-Ferrari 29

useof hisfresherrubbertoreelinthe ignored a suggestion from the pitwall swerving inthe brakingarea during 8 | Valtteri Bottas 85 9 | Renault 8

Red Bull-whileRicciardobegantoloom  thatheshould “probably” moveoverfor  Ricciardo’s Turn4lunge. A 10-second 9 Nico Hulkenberg 60 10 | Manor-Mercedes 1

large inhisown mirrors. The crunch the Ferrari,havinggainedanadvantage = penalty gave third place to Ricciardo 10 | Fernando Alonso 52 11 | Sauber-Ferrari 0

point came onlap 67as Verstappen over- by short-cutting the course. And that and put Vettel down to fifth, behind

shotTurn1,ranoverthe grassand shot was the order in which they crossed the Verstappen but ahead of Raikkonen, ey o

back ontothetrack,stillaheadof Vettel.  line behind Hamilton and Rosbergtwo Hulkenberg, Bottas, Massa and Perez. N EXT With justtworacesleft, BRAZILIAN

canRosberghold on at GRAND PRIX

TURN OVER FOR OUR RACE HIGHLIGHTS P20 Ja AND PR
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GP EXTRA

OTORSPORT

STAR
DRIVER

HAMILTON
Most of the frontrunners
made errors or
underperformed in
some way last weekend,
so we can forgive Lewis
his faux pas at the first
corner. Aside from

that, Hamilton delivered
acomfortable pole and
consummate victory,
despite the pressure

of the championship
fight. What he really
needs s forthe
increasing threat

of Red Bullto geta

car or two between
Hamilton and

Nico Rosberg.

DRANMA AWARD - MAX VERSTAPPEN

Once again, Verstappen courted controversy and it was right

he got a penalty after running off the road defending third from

Sebastian Vettel. But there is no doubt he makes things happen.

When Rosberg made his minor error, you just knew Max would 18l <

try something, even ifit didn't come off. That was the second of 3 WO 2

two bold moves on Rosberg and he then went on to infuriate Vettel Hamilton is the 14th driver and fifth Briton to win a world championship

inthe closing stages. Never a dull moment. Mexican GP.The first was Jim Clark (above), who won the inaugural 1963
eventin his Lotus 25.

Daniel Ricciardo now has

FASTEST LAPS
DRIVER |TIME | LEP

Daniel Ricciardo  [1m21.134s
Sebastlan Vettel m22 497s

as many fastestlapsin

OTORSPORT

CARLOS SAINZ

Sainz has been one of the most consistent drivers of 2016.

Formula 1 as James Hunt,
Gilles Villeneuve, Ralf
Schumacherand

Jenson Button.

Lowis Hamifton | 1m22.596s | 66 _|
| MaxVerstappen [1m22.887s | 66 |
|_FernandoAlonso [1m23.668s | 69 |
-

He put in another fine qualifying performance in Mexico to line
up 10th, but that was ruined when he forced friend Fernando
Alonso onto the grass exiting the first chicane on lap one. Had
it not been for Alonso's rally-style save, it could have caused
amulti-car accident. It did earn Sainz a five-second penalty,
which contributed to him finishing 16th.

WOODEN

ACamerd ) Bawa

Hamilton matched Alain
Prost’s tally of F1 world
championshiprace
victories in Mexico. Only
Michael Schumacher
(91) has more.

Fastest speed in mph officially recorded
during the Mexican GP, set by the Williams
of Valtteri Bottas.

Ricciardo set the fastest tour
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Ahmed was on
podium every race —_— .

e e
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Ahmed and Ticktum tangle in fog

BRDC British F3 Autumn
Trophy (12 laps) 1 Enaam
Ahmed (Carlin); 2 Joey Mawson
(Douglas Motorsport) +1.627s;
3 Daniel Ticktum (Double R
Racing); 4 Callan 0’Keeffe
(Fortec Motorsports); 5 James
Pull (Carlin); 6 Tarun Reddy
(Double R Racing). FL Ticktum
1m44.066s (102.70mph).

P Ahmed. $ 12.

Race two (12 laps) 1
Ticktum; 2 Ahmed +3.868s; 3
Mawson; 4 Marcus Armstrong
(Double R Racing); 5 Reddy;

6 0'Keeffe. FL Armstrong
1m44.251s (102.52mph).

P Ticktum. § 12.

Race three (8 laps) 1 Ahmed;
2 Mawson +0.403s; 3 Jamie

Will Foulkes. FL Jeffs
2m12.065s (80.93mph).

P Carlito Miracco. S 28.

Race 2 (6 laps) 1 Jeffs; 2
Adam +1.788s; 3 Porter; 4
Davis; 5 Issatt; 6 Richard Mills.
CW Davis; Taelor Shand;
Bladon; Foulkes. FL Adam
2m12.405s (80.72mph).

P Jeffs. S 28.

Lotus Cup (28 laps) 1 Jason
Baker (Elise); 2 Adam Mackay
(Exige V6) +0.895s; 3 Adam
Balon (Exige V6); 4 Ryan
Savage (2-Eleven); 5 Andrew
Wright (Exige); 6 Rob Myers
(Exige V6). CW Mackay; James
Little (Elise Cup R). FL Baker
2m01.618s (87.88mph).

Ever encroaching fog meant
Enaam Ahmed tookthe BRDC
British Formula 3 Autumn Trophy
crown arace early as the weather
led to the fourth race being cancelled.
He edged outrivals Joey Mawson
and Dan Ticktum after the Carlin
man won two of the three sprints.

With visibility makingeven the
safety car near-impossible to spot just
hoursbefore Sunday’s solerace,
Ahmed made a superb startfrompole
toretainthelead ahead of Ticktum.

Ticktum, who wasmakinghis UK
motorsport returnfollowing his one-
year ban handed down by the Motor
Sports Association, had readapted to
racing swiftly and entered thefinale
justfive points adrift in the standings.

Knowinghow difficultitisto passon
the Snetterton 3001ayout in perfect
conditions,letaloneadeepfog, the
Double RRacingdrivertried an early
moveatthehairpin.

Themove ended with the top two
touching, Ticktumslidingontothe
grass inretirement, and he blamed
Ahmed for thecollision.

“Iwentforapasson Ahmed and he
moved very, very late in the braking
zone and closed the door;” he said.
“It’stoolate for methen, I've already
committed to themove sol was onto
the grass where there’snogripatall. race,” said champion Ahmed. “It was so

“I'llbetakingittotheclerk of the
courseasitwasjustbaddriving.
Somethinghastobedoneaboutit.”

Any such appeal fell on deaf ears,
with Ahmed adding: “It was a tricky
race and it was very dangerous out
there.Iwent off on thefirstlap earlier
and then DanandIcollided atthe
hairpin. Ididn’tsee him;Ididn’t know
it washim. It was bad visibility, you
couldn’tsee down the straights and
Iwasalsocaughtoutinbraking
zonesas well.”

Hewasn’tthe only one. That same
chaoticopeninglap had Ben
Hingeley and James Pull colliding
and promptingasafety car.

With Ticktum out of therace, it was
fellow title contender and reigning
German Formula4 champion
Mawson looming in Ahmed’s
mirrorsasthe safety car circulated.

When therace went green, any
chanceof alead battle ended when
Mawson misjudged his brakingand
locked up atRiches.

Mawson responded with afastestlap
totakeracefour poleandleave only 17
points between himself and Ahmed
goingintoit, butthe worseningfog
ended any hopes of alastrace,let
alone championship showdown.

“Iwassoglad there wasn’tanother

scary out there. It’s been twonail-biting
daysbutitissospecialtowinatitle,
especially against Europeanracers
like Callan [O’Keeffe], Marcus
[Armstrong], Mawson and Ticktum.”

That quartet wereright up there with
Ahmed from the get-go on Saturday, as
the weekend started with the top 10in
the 12-car grid split by just over half a
second in qualifying.

Ahmed’slap, just0.053s quicker than
Ticktum’s, would prove to be crucial
atacircuit with overtakingchances
atapremium.

Onthegrid, Ahmedgrasped his
opportunity, makingalightning start
asfellow front-row starter Ticktum
madeanerrorand lost second to Mawson.

“I'held the clutch toolongandI
bogged down, it can be put down to
thefactI’'venotraced from the grid
inawhile,” said Ticktum.

Mawson followed Ahmed closely
but the distance between the two was
toomuch, as Ticktum was third.

Butthe Brit wasn’t too disappointed,
asthefreeairinthird place meanthe
wasabletosetalap time good enough
totakeracetwo pole.

Despite having used four new tyres
forthefirstrace, Ticktum managed
hisolder set superbly toensure he won
thenextrace and kept the pressure on
Ahmed’s pointslead.

Theeventual winnernailed his
second attempt atafront-rowstart, as
Mawson took his turn tomake a poor
start. The Douglas Motorsport man fell
tothird as Ahmed jumped to second.

Ticktum had estimated that his tyres
wouldlosearound atenthalaptohis
titlerival, but he was helped by
Mawson’s battling with Ahmed with
thelosttime meaning Ticktum won at
hisfavoured circuit.

“The start was definitely onmy mind
forthesecondrace,” hesaid. “Iwastoo
concerned with others in that opening
race, thistime Ifocused on myself and
went for it.

“If yougetagood start it’s very hard
tobe passed. Everyonebehind isin
dirty air and by the time youreach the
hairpin you’ve broken the tow, so it
becomes about not making mistakes.”

Intheend thosefinemarginsdecided
thetitle, with Ticktum’s failed move on
Ahmed inthefinaleensuringthe
Carlindriver seized the crown ahead of
Mawson and the consistent O’Keeffe,
who pipped Ticktum to third in the
final standings.

Mawson was the only man who ever
lookedlikely to challenge the top two,
buthefinished behind Ahmed ineach
race. “Thad more pacethan Ahmed at
times,” said Mawson. “Hejust kepton

finishingahead of me!”

Caroline (Douglas Motorsport); P Baker. S 19.
4 O'Keeffe; 5 Cameron Das
(Carlin); 6 Sasakorn
Chaimongkol (Hillspeed).

FL Mawson 1m44.286s
(102.48mph). P Ahmed. § 12.
Points 1 Ahmed 99; 2 Mawson
82; 3 0’Keeffe 61; 4 Ticktum
59; 5 Caroline 52; 6 Reddy 51.

Lotus Elise Trophy (10 laps)
1 James Little; 2 Jason Baker
+1.498s; 3 Alex Ball; 4 William
Stacey; 5 Seth Walpole; 6
Jason Mcinulty. FL Stacey
2m10.883s (81.66mph). P Ball.
$18.

Race 2 (9 laps) 1 Baker;

2 Stacey +0.182s; 3 Little;

4 Ball; 5 David Alexander;

6 Stuart Ratcliff. FL Stacey 2m
11.251s (81.43mph). P Mark
Richardsson. S 17.

Mini Challenge JCW (10
laps) 1 David Grady; 2 Nathan
Harrison +3.710s; 3 Charlie
Butler-Henderson; 4 Brett
Smith; 5 Jono Brown; 6 Sam
Oshorne. FL Grady 2m07.240s
(83.99mph). P Luke Caudle.
$21.

Race 2 (5 laps) 1 Grady; 2
Harrison + 0.523s; 3 Butler-
Henderson; 4 Smith; 5 Henry
Neal; 6 Brown. FL Harrison
2m08.188s (83.37mph).

P Grady. S 27.

Track Attack Autumn Trophy
(7 laps) 1 Philip Collard
(Mazda RXT7); 2 Tony Hunter
(Renault Clio) +17.083s; 3
Sonny Hardy (Renault Clio); 4
Nick Gwinnett (Renault Clio); 5
Steve Cassar (Honda Integra);
6 Paul Buckmaster (Mazda
RXT7). CW Hunter; Andy
McLennan (Suzuki Swift);
Jahnny Hamui (Nissan 370Z);
Carl Powell (Toyota MR2);
Jason Jesse (VW Bora). FL Lee
Gillard (Subaru Impreza)
2m14.970s (79.18mph). P Ryan
Mone (Porsche 944). S 30.

Mini Challenge Cooper/
Cooper S/Open (9 laps) 1
Scott Jeffs; 2 Tim Porter
+4.192s; 3 Rob Austin; 4
Jonathan Davis; 5 Scot Adam;
6 Keith Issatt. Class winners
Davis; Tim Bill; Max Bladon;

Little took last lap Lotus victory l_

GRADY{CIAIMSIMINI
CHALLENGENITLE &

Two victories allowed
Grady to seal title in style

Tworaces would decide the destination
of the Mini Challenge JCW title, with
foggy weather meaning the cancellation
of thethird event, while the second ran
mainly under safety car conditions.

Coping with all that could be thrown at

imwas David Grady, who claimed the
titlehe was unlucky not to securelast
year atthe same venue.

“Unbelieveable, the biggest
achievement in my 20 years of racing,”
said an overwhelmed champion. “Idid
the hard work yesterday in qualifying
and winningthefirstrace.”

Poleman Luke Caudle led the opening
race away followed by Grady, who took
advantage of Caudle out-braking
himself at Riches and hittingthe safety
barrier on the third lap. Title challenger
Nathan Harrison followed in second

5 placewhile Charlie Butler-Henderson,

whoheld ontoamassiveslide at Riches,
was promoted to third after Luke Reade
picked up atrack limits penalty.

Thatleft justnine points between
thetop three, but the conclusion tothe
season was ananti-climax with three
lapsrunbehind the safety car resulting
in only two competitive tours. Still,

Grady had tohold off arampant-looking
Harrison when the field was initially let
go.Descendingfog soon broughtanother
caution period though, and Grady’s
second safety car restartfor one final
racinglap gave himabigger marginto
holdtotheflag. CB-Hwasbeingcautious
inthird place and held off the eager Brett
Smith, buthe had tohand over histitleto
Grady. “David isa worthy championand
pushed mehardlast year too, but Iwill
beback next year,” said CB-H.

CarlitoMiraccotook an earlylead in
thefirst multi-class Cooper and S Class
race, which faded along with his turbo
boost, handing victory toacharging
Scott Jeffs. Tim Porter got the better of
Rob Austin while Jonathan Daviswasa
class-winningfourth.

Racingresumed in the gloomon
Sunday with Jeffs unchallenged to wrap
up the Cooper Stitle while Scot Adam
made progress tofinish second ahead of
Porter. Davis won the Open classagain
while Max Bladon’s 14th victory of the
season in the Cooper section confirmed
hissuperiority.

Thedestination of the Lotus Cup
came down toahead-to-head battle

between Ryan Savage and Adam Mackay,
with the Scottish teen Mackay having
theedgeoverhisrival. Thisdidn’textend
toJason Baker, who cruised to victory
while Savage suffered a drivethrough
penalty toblunt his challenge.

AlexBall claimed the Lotus Elise
Trophy title in dramaticfashion as
hiscarfaded with aslippingclutch.

The champion elect easily led but was
powerlesstofend off James Littleonthe
finallap at Agostini while Jason Baker
powered by ontheruntotheflag.

Baker completed the season witha
narrow victory over William Stacey,
havingtakenthelead away from Jason
MclInulty at Wilson.

Fast-starting Lee Gillard led the early
lapsof the Track Attack Autumn
Trophy untilthe engine of the Subaru
Impreza wentsick, allowing Philip
Collard tostrolltothe chequered flag.
Paul Buckmasterfound aseries of nippy
front-wheel-drive cars toodifficult to
keepbehind with second-placed Tony
Hunterthefirsttodemote the Mazda
RX-7.Sonny Hardy, in another Renault
Clio, alsomade it through.

LewisBeales
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House took VW title
with win in decider W™ -

HOUSE HITS Hi
LANDING VW CUP CROWN

Adecisive victory in the final race
of the season helped Philip House
to claim the Volkswagen Racing
Cup title after a tense triple-
header that featured fourdrivers
with a chance of taking the title.

Two were effectively ruled outinrace
one. Trouble started when poleman
Jamie Bond wasnudged sideways at
Paddock Hill. Three cars then got
togetherat the foot of thebendand
guestdriver Shaun Hollamby was
pitched intoaroll. Potential champion
Bobby Thompson was also involved,
and fellow contender Kenan Dole’s car
was pushed off the reformed grid with
afuel pump problem.

Bond won the rerun with Housea
secure second, two places ahead of
survivingtitle rival Tom Witts.

Thetopfive werereversed ontherace
twogrid, and Witts took full advantage,
beating Darelle Wilson to the flag with
Housesixth.

et L

Hughes charged I
to Vee Fest double

Thedecider went comfortably to
House after Bond retired with asudden
lossof power. This wasdespitea
broken clutch, which limited thenew
champion to fourth gear from lap two.
Witts spent toolongbehind Simon
Rudd and couldn’t catch House once he
reached second.

Theninth Vee Festival featured
threeracesbut had an entry well short
of afullgrid. Despite thisthere was
someexcellent on-track action. John
Hughes missed qualifyingbut dashed
fromlasttofourthinhis Scarab before
astoppage when podium contenders
Ian Jordan and Ian Buxton were
involved ina Paddock Hill incident.
Hughes headed CraigPollard before
thererun wasflagged off with justtwo
laps completed after a car beached at
Clark Curve.

Martin Farmer wonrace two on the
road but was demoted tofourthbya
tracklimits penalty. This promoted

Peter Belsey tofirst, with Pollard and
Hughes (upfrom 10th onareversed
grid)next.

Pollardled thefirstlap of thefinale
and closed up in traffic, but Hughes
ended hislimited 2016 season witha
narrow victory. Belsey wasadistant
third with Ben Miloudiand Farmer
next. Stephen Morrin completed the
topsixand earned an award asthe
leadingIrishfinisher.

Chris Enderby’s Radical dominated
Saturday’s Allcomersraces. Peter
White’s SR3was a double second even
thoughhelost more than half aminute
ononelapinracetwowhenallhis
gears wenttemporarily missing.
Caterhams occupied most of the other
leadingplaces.

Kevin Otway wasted his qualifying
advantage with alaponespininthe
first Open Monorace. A caution
period helped him close upagain to
finish fourth, while ChrisKite’s

HOMEAFETER

Dallara swooped past Mark Reade
(Leastone)for the win. Kite’sterrible
startinracetwodropped himto
seventh, but he picked off those ahead
forasecond success.

Racevictories in the ever-popular

Victor Meldrew Trophy were earned

by Karl Graves (BMW 120d) and Lewis
Turner (Citroen Saxo), but the
profound mysteries of the Meldrew
handicapping process meant the
coveted trophy returned tothe hands
of 2014 winner Jody Halse. His BMW

was classified fourth and seventh inthe

tworaces.

Sunday’s Allcomers wins were
shared by Nick Starkey and Anthony
Bennett (Caterhams). Starkey came
under pressure fromIan McDonald’s
Radical SR1 with Bennett third after
cookinghistyres.

Bennett madeabetterjobof itinrace
two, winning by a whisker over
McDonald with Starkey third.

Graves won first Meldrew
Trophy encounter on road §

Volkswagen Racing Cup (12
laps) 1 Jamie Bond (Golf); 2 Phil
House (Scirocco) +4.062s; 3
Simon Rudd (Golf); 4 Tom Witts
(Golf); 5 Kieran Gordon (Golf); 6
Mark Smith (Scirocco). Fastest lap
Bond 52.224s (83.26mph). Pole
Bond. S 11. Race 2 (21 laps) 1
Witts; 2 Darelle Wilson (Scirocco)
+1.233s; 3 Rudd; 4 Gordon; 5
Toby Davis (Golf); 6 House. FL
Wilson 52.468s (82.88mph). P
Gordon. S 14. Race 3 (21 laps)

4 Gordon; 5 Kenan Dole (Golf); 6
Rudd. FL Gordon 52.546s
(82.75mph). P Bond. S 14.

Vee Festival (2 laps) 1 John
Hughes (Scarab Mk5); 2 Craig
Pollard (Bears GAC) +0.335s;
3 Ben Miloudi (Storm); 4 Tim
Probert (Storm); 5 Peter Belsey
(Spyder Mk2); 6 Martin Farmer
(GAC). FL Hughes 535525
(81.20mph). P Pollard. $ 17.
Race 2 (17 laps) 1 Belsey; 2
Pollard +0.751s; 3 Hughes; 4
Farmer; 5 Miloudi; 6 Probert.
FL Hughes 52.822s (82.32mph).
P James Cater (RTV Sheane).

2 Pollard +0.203s; 3 Belsey; 4
Miloudi; 5 Farmer; 6 Stephen
Morrin (Leastone JHO04).

FL Pollard 52.919s (82.17mph).
P Hughes. S 16.

MSVR Allcomers (24 laps) 1
Chris Enderby (Radical SR4); 2
Peter White (Radical SR3)
+04.946s; 3 Mark Rider
(Caterham); 4 Tim Davis
(Caterham C400); 5 Nick Starkey
(Caterham); 6 Hugh Coulter
(Caterham C400). FL White
479295 (30.73mph). P Enderby.
$29. Race 2 (25 laps) 1
Enderby; 2 White +42.801s; 3
Rider; 4 Davis; 5 Starkey; 6
Coutter. FL White 48.264s

1 House; 2 Witts +3.619s; 3 Davis;

$ 16. Race 3 (17 laps) 1 Hughes;

(30:10mph). P Enderby. § 25,

Mono Open (16 laps) 1 Chris
Kite (Dallara 393); 2 Mark Reade
(Leastone 1000) +1.838s; 3 Chris
Lord (Vauxhall Lotus); 4 Kevin
Otway (Van Diemen); 5 Joe
Power (Leastone 1000); 6 George
Fowler (Reynard SF84). FL Kite
48.170s (90.27mph). P Ctway.
$10. Race 2 (18 laps) 1 Kite;

2 Otway +1.151s; 3 Lord; 4 Kevin
Couling (Tatuus); 5 David Jones
(DSE PR3); 6 Fowler. FL Kite
48.306s (90.02mph). P Ctway.
$10.

Victor Meldrew Trophy (15
laps) 1 Karl Graves (BMW 120d);
2 Tony Halls (Toyota MR2)
+1.484s; 3 Terry Searles (MG
IR190); 4 Jody Halse (BMW M3);
5 Lewis Turner (Citroen Saxo); 6
Len Colley (BMW 325). FL
Barnaby Davies (Toyota Starlet)
53.903s (80.67mph). P Don
Hughes (Peugeot 306). S 30.
Race 2 (15 laps) 1 Lewis Turner
(Gitroen Saxo); 2 Mark Thomas
(Ford Anglia) +0.499s; 3 Chris
Webster (Mazda MX-5); 4 Halls;
5 Len Colley (BMW 325); 6 Chad
Donner (Ford Escort). FL Halse
54.897s (79.21mph). P Hughes.
$28.

MSVR Alicomers (23 laps) 1
Nick Starkey (Caterham); 2 lan
McDonald (Radical SR1) +0.351s;
3 Anthony Bennett (Caterham
CSR); 4 Andy Thompson (Seat
Toledo); 5 Tom Brenton (Ford
Sierra XR8); 6 Bob Hosier (Seat
Leon). FL McDonald 51.252s
(84.84mph). P Bennett. S 11.
Race 2 (21 laps) 1 Bennett; 2
McDonald +0.586s; 3 Starkey; 4
Chris Everill (Ginetta G50); 5
Thompson; 6 JJ Ross (Renault
Clio). FL McDonald 51.511s
(84.42mph). P Starkey. S 11.
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‘Williams is likely
to be at the front’

Allcomers action, below

PAUL CROSB

BAge: 63 Lives: Towcester
Rally of the Tests contender

Herallied as a youngster
“| started road rallying as soon as
I gotadriving licence inan 850cc
Mini. They were just flat-out days
and lloved it.lended up doing
some stage rallies and rolled the
Miniinto a ballwhen we hitatree
on the Suffolk Stages. So that
was my rallying career over at the
age of 19 or 20. | didn't have any
money to repair the car.”

He workedinF3

“| decided to get a proper job and
| was a trained BMC mechanic.
But | was more interested in how
to make the car go round corners
better, so | gotinto Formula 3
racing with DrJoseph Ehrlich and
I worked for him for three or four
years building F3 cars. | learned a
huge amount and went from there
to March Engineering where | was
race engineer and team manager.
I'ran people like Nigel Mansell
and Mike Thackwell and then
started my own business called
Crosby Composites.”

He engineered some
top names

“We started off in fibreglass and
progressed into carbon fibre and
I builtitinto a multi-million pound
company and sold it two years
ago. My first love has always been
cars and how they work and | did
some freelance engineering for
Dave Price and Eddie Jordan.

So | ran Martin Donnelly and
Jean Alesiin F3000, then David
Coulthard and Gil de Ferran.

So alongside the business | did
race engineering alongside all
these wonderful drivers and
wonderful teams.”

He wentback torallying
“When | sold the business |
decided I'd like to have ago at
rallying again. So l tried it out to see
if lenjoyedit like | did when | was
thrashing up and down country
lanes as ayouth. So | boughta
1969 Porsche 911 and the rest

is history. The first event | did was
Throckmorton three years ago,
with my son navigating and we
had afantastic time.”

He’s out this weekend
“Inow do as many events as | can.
I'm lucky enough to have people
like Andy Pullan sit alongside me.
Iboughtan MG TB as | wanted to
do some pre-war rallies like the
Flying Scotsman and 1000-Mile
Trial. The Porsche 356 is anew
addition for things like the Rally of
the Tests. | did Throckmorton with

it as a shakedown and | think it will
be okay this weekend.”

s

Crosby: loves rallying

ByPaul Lawrence

Organiser urges gover

-~ Mintex MSA British Historic

- Rally Championship

manager Colin Heppenstall

has called on the governing
body to help stem the
declinein gravel-based
historic stage rallying.
Heppenstall says that the
changetoeventrunningorder,
imposed by the Motor Sports
- Association, hashad amajor
impact onthenumber of

&
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historic cars competing
ongraveland hadled tothe
Category 1field, for pre-1968
cars, being almost wiped out.
However, the problem carries
forward intolater categories
and the2016 BHRC witnessed
a25-30per centreduction in
entriesfor gravel rallies.
“Optionstoincrease
participation in historic
rallying have been proposed to
the MSA tokeep this section of
the sporthealthy and tokeep it

within the Rally Futures
agenda,” said Heppenstall. “T
hope the MSA will grasp this
chancetokeephistoricrallying
alive on gravel while keeping
people safe. The MSA hasto
decideif it wantstohelpthis
branch of the sport continue.”
Historic competitorresponse
toroad conditions experienced
further down the overallfield
hasbeenverynegativeand a
growingnumber of car owners
areswitchingtoasphaltevents.

allying slump ’

Photos: Paul Lawrence

-

Heppenstall says that the
introduction of Category J2
for carsfromupto1990into
the MSA regulations for 2017,
tobringthe MSA inline with
the FTA, willnot help the
current challengesfacing
historicrallying.

“The BHRC does notneed
four-wheel-drive cars bringing
the problems and issues that
happened in thelate 1980s and
we willnot be includingthem
inthe BHRC.”

i - } Historic gravel rallies
== have suffered in 2016

IV

Langridge keeps up the family tradition with Formula Ford amhition

Alison Langridge hasjoined her
father Andy and brother Adrian
in historicsingle-seaterracing
and plans to domorenext season
after adebut Historic Formula
Fordrun at Silverstone.

Alison has been show-jumping

withhorses buthasnow turned

herattention toracingherfather’s

Lotus 61 with supportand tuition
from Dan Eagling. The very
original car wasrestored by
Eaglingat Lifetime Racinglast
winter and he gave it a successful

debutrunat Castle Combe

in April.
“I'vehadthreetestsand one

race weekend sofarandI'm

gettingbetter every time,” said

the Oxford-based racer. “Iwant

todoafull seasonnextyear.”

Rally of the Tests
has strong entry

Four former winners in
theentrylist willmake
this weekend’s Rally of
the Tests one of the most
competitivefieldsinthe
event’s15-year history.

Headingthefield away
from the Bournemouth start
on Thursday evening will be
2015 winners Howard Warren
andIain Tullie in one of three
Porsche 356s in the capacity
100-carentry.

“TheRally of the Testsis
alwaysone of the most
challenginghistoricevents,”
said Warren. “It’sastrongfield
and the winner could come
fromany of thetop 20 crews.”

Theoldestcarintheentry is
the 1925 Bentley Supersports
of William Medcalf. Theroute
from Bournemouth to Chester
takesinovernighthaltsin
Bristoland Stoke-on-Trent
and spectator information is
available at heroevents.eu

i A
RudiLancaster and GuyWeaver finished the top historic
runners within the National section of Wales Rally GB.
The Ford Escort MKk2 crew took ninth overall and first
two-wheel-drive among the National field. Devon-based
Lancaster was a Peugeot Challenge contemporary
of Richard Burns 25 years ago.

Hunt car to go on
show in London

The 40th anniversary
of James Hunt’s World
Championship victory in

the Regent Street Motor
Show on Saturday.
Hunt’s title-winning
McLaren M23 will be on
show in central London
during the build-up to
the following day’s
London to Brighton
Veteran Car Run.

attended the show as the
entire length of Regent
Street from Piccadilly
Circus to Oxford Circus is

Hunt’s son Freddie, who
has raced himself, will
be present while closer
to Piccadilly Circus the
Silverstone Classic event
display will have several
Grand Prix cars from the
1980s on show.

D CLIO CUP CHAMPION TO TAKE ON BRISCA F1 STOCK CARS

1976 will be marked during

Last year, 450,000 visitors

closed to traffic for the day.
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Paul Barrett is a hard-trier

Barrett pushes on
Northern Irishman Paul Barrett
has been declared winner of the
hard charger of the year award in
the Mintex MSA British Historic
Rally Championship. Barrett
and Welsh co-driver Dai Roberts
finished second overall in their
Pinto-engined Ford Escort Mk2
after a superb season, capped
by overall victory on the Severn
Valley Stages.

Bannister on course
Steve Bannister will be confirmed as
winner of the Northern Historic Rally
Championship on this weekend's
Malton Forest Rally. Only Phil Jobson
could stop Bannister taking the title but
he is not entered for the Yorkshire event
afteranaccident on the Isle of Man.
Fatherand daughter Brian and Nikki
Middlemas won the asphalt section in
their Hillman Avenger.

Tim’s French win
Yorkshireman Tim Pearcey and
his Scottish co-driver Neil Shanks
won the recent Hoppeland Rally
in France in Pearcey’s Ford Escort
Mk2. Onincredibly slippery roads
near the Belgian border, they
topped a 50-car historic field. “We
thoughtwe’d lost the rally on

the last stage as we caught two
Porsche911sinthedarkand had
to follow them for a couple of
miles,” said Pearcey.

Get an Eifel of this

The organisers of the ADAC Eifel Rallye
Festival have confirmed the 2017 date
of July 20-22 for the event's seventh
edition. The German event is one of the
world's biggest celebrations of rallying
history and attracts 150 carsfrom

five decades of rallying and 40,000
spectators. Itis based on the town

of Daun in the Eifel Mountains.

Allcomers fullup
With over 40 entries,the HSCC
Allicomersrace planned forthe
Walter Hayes Trophy meeting at
Silverstone has been splitinto
two races on Saturday. The field
is divided at 1970, with George
Daws (Merlyn Mk6A) heading
the earlier cars and John Pearson
(Alfa Romeo 156), Andrew
Schryver (Chevron B26) and
Mark Williams (Vogue SP2)
likely to lead the later cars.

Cariss get power
Stuartand Linda Cariss willaim to
defend their class C2 British Historic
Rally Championship title next season.
Afreshengine, gearboxand axle,
originally destined foranew shell, will
now be installed in their Ford Escort
Mk1 and Cariss hopes foran extra
40bhp to putthemto the top of the
1600cc cars.

Escort crew’s fun
Mike Tomkinson and Shaun
Whitehurst finished WRGB
National at the first attemptin
their BDG-powered Ford Escort
Mk2. The couple, who entered the
eventto celebrate their 50th
birthdays, finished third historic
crew and 13th overall. They ran
one car in front of immy McRae
on the event.
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Motorsport News Circuit Rally Championship 2016/11

EVENT |VENUE | DATE

Neil Howard Stages QOulton Park November 5
Cadwell Stages Cadwell Park November 20
Rockingham Stages Rockingham December 3/4
Brands Hatch Winter Stages | Brands Hatch | January 21
Snetterton Stages Snetterton February 19
Donington Rally Donington Park | March5

Lee Holland Rally Anglesey Circui_t| March 19
Alan Healy Memorial Rally Cadwell Park April 9

CHAMPIONSHIP

n association with [(MISVR

David Tinn won most
events last season

GIRGUITRALLYING IS BAGK

Neil Howard Stages opens MN Rally season

-]
Sharrock (centre) won’t defend title

MN’sCircuitRallyseriesreturns wi

he Motorsport
News Circuit Rally
Championship
isback, and this
year we know
exactly what to
expect. Thrills, spills and some
flat-outrallying.

Thistimelast year, the series was
about to get underway for the first
time ahead of its debut season.

While the first event, the Neil
Howard Stages, has always been well
backed as a standalone event, no one
knew how many entries the events
later in the year would receive and if
the championship would be a success.

In 2016, that was well and truly
answered when Anglesey in March
doubled its entry from the previous
year. That proved that the
championship wasn’ta bunch of
localringers entering for the craic.
Last year, proper championship
battles emerged, and the classes
produced thrillingaction.

So, where to gofrom here? The
championship was so successful last
year that it’s difficult to identify a
specific area to improve. One slight
grumble may be the lack of top-end
machinery up front on every round.

Certainrounds drew WRC cars,
but some lacked marquee cars at
the front. Lookingat this year’s
championship entrants, that problem
seems to have been answered. Take a

look at the strength of the entries
for the first three rounds and that’s
plaintosee.

Onethingthat haschanged from
last year is the calendar. Donington
Park (March 5) replaceslast season’s
January Croft round. Donington
held its first rally for almost two
decades in 2015, and the two it has held
since then have been very popular.

Championship co-ordinator
Darren Spann hasfirst-hand
experience of the magic Donington
has witnessed in the past.

“I'mdelighted we have been able
toadd Donington Park to the
championship,” says Spann. ‘“Asa
child I spent consecutive years stood
inthe vast crowd at the RAC Rally,
watching my rally hero Richard
Burnsflying through the stages.

“Richard was so precise and so
committed and visibly the fastest
through the tight technical section
of stage, ’'mreally looking forward
towatching our championship
competitors tacklingthisiconic
venue in March.

“Maybe, just maybe, the next
Richard Burns will start their
career in this championship.”

Wholesale calendar changes
weren’t necessary. The first three
rallies on the calendar, at Oulton Park,
Cadwell Park and Rockingham, sold
outin under 45 minutes.

If that doesn’t show that the

han. yﬁkBenyon

championshipisfillinganiche, then
nothing will.

Oneelement that did need tobe
replicated was the prize structure
offered last year. The winner of the
championship, James Sharrock, got
afreeentry tothe Neil Howard Stages,
plus 12 asphalt tyres after he won the
Michelin Cup for the registered crew
thathad amassed the most points on
Michelin tyres.

Thatrepresents almost afull season
of tyresinthe bagand worth well over
£2000. Not only are there tyres on offer
for the winner at the end of the year,
there’s also a setraffled off toa
randomly chosen class winner.

Speaking of Sharrock, he’s
confirmed he won’t be back to defend
histitle on every round.

The Ford Escort Mk2 driver is
contemplating trips to Ireland and
into the forests in anew car. For the
Neil Howard Stages, he isdown to
drive a Group N Mitsubishi Lancer,
but there might just be a change and
asurprise from the Sharrock camp
on Saturday.

That meansitislikely there will be
anew champion, along with anew
round. But the fundamentals remain
the same. Circuitrallying gotamuch
needed boost with the backing of
competitorslast season. The added
crews and incremental improvements
by the organisers means the series is
settosurpassitssuccessof 2015-2016. 1

The Neil Howard Stagesnever
failstodisappoint. Regularly
oneof thebest supported
single-venue events in the
country, theeventisonce
againsettothrill.

Headliningtheentrylist
islastyear’s winner Steve
Simpson in his SubaruImpreza
S12B WRC. Behind him are four
Ford Fiestas attheready should
heslipup.

Kevin Procter, whofinished
second inan Imprezalastyear,
hasatwo-litre Mountune-
engined-S2000 Fiesta, followed
by previous winner Graham
Coffey. British championship
contender Rhys Yatesisatcar
fourinaFiestaR5,and John
Stone rounds out the Fiesta
assaultinhis2.5-litre

Millington S2000 chassis car.
It’scertain Simpson will be
pushed tothelimit.

Inthe classes, Martin
Hodgson will be tough to
headintheD1 classinhis2.5-
litre Ford Escort, while Paul
Sheard’s Mazda MX-5narrowly
missed outon the Class Btitle
lastyearand returnstofight
again. InClass A, reigning
champions Joe Cunningham
and Marc Fowlerreturnina
Vauxhall Corsa, after taking
lastyear’sfight down tothe
final stage of thelastrally.

The Oulton Park organisers
have opted for a year without
theshort gravel section, but
will instead make use of the
looseasphaltused on the
Oultonrally school.

SEEDED ENTRY LIST

Stephen Simpson/Patrick Walsh

NeilHoward Stages, Oulton Park, November 5

SubarulmprezaS12B WRC

Kevin Procter/Derrick Fawcett

Ford Fiesta

Graham Coffey/Victoria Myers

Ford FiestaRS WRC

Rhys Yates/Tom Woodburn

Ford Fiesta RS

John Stone/Carl Williamson

Ford Fiesta S2500

Adrian Spencer/Mark Hewitt

SubarulmprezaS9 WRC

David Turnbull/Simon John Rogers

SubarulmprezaS11 WRC

Bruce Edwards/Jim Smith

DarrianT9 GTR

Paul Swift/Jessica Swift

Ford Escort Mk2

O|O |0 |N|o|Oo1|A|WIN|—

=

James Sharrock/Stuart Faulds

Mitsubishi Lancer E9

Rhys Yates should challenge for Neil Howard Stagés iﬁ
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Maxwell lifted world title in Vauxhall

Hot Rod world-heater
Maxwell to Hednesford

National Hot Rod World Final winner Adam
Maxwell isreturning to the English points
series at Hednesford this weekend.

The County Antrim racer took partinthe
last meeting in England at Foxhall Heath
and came from the back of the grid tofinish
insecond place inthefinal.

He will return on Sunday for the final
race before the mid-season break in the
2016-2017 calendar.

“Ialwayssaid after I won that Iwould try to
travel toas many events as possible,” said
Maxwell, who won a prize drive in South
Africaasaresultof winning the World Final
atIpswich inJuly. “Ifeel it isa good thingfor
the world champion todo. It is important to
beanambassador for Hot Rod racingand to
beseenoutthere.”

Aswell asracing at Hednesford, Maxwell
willalso take part in the Scottish series at
Lochgelly this Saturday.

motorsport-news.co.uk NOVEMBER 2 2016 33

Whorton-Eales took nine

wins and Clio Cup crown

WHORTON-EALES GETSF1ENTRY

Renault Clio Gup champion to make his BriSCA F1 debut at Birmingham Wheels

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Hal Ridge, mkpics.net, Colin Casserley

By MattJames soitisgoingtobeareal testforme.

“I'hopeIwill befast, butthenthereisthe
contacttotake intoaccountas well. The
hitsdolook hard, but that is something
that youhave to deal with when you are
atthefront.

“Thisisjustaone-off atthemomentas
Iwillstill concentrate on circuitracing,
butnow the season isover,Iamableto
goand do something without toomuch
pressure. Ijusthopeldon’tletthe
circuitracingboysdown.”

Themeeting, which startsat 1700hrs,
alsofeatures BriSCA F2and V8 Hot

Stox onthebill.
=, ®The2013National Hot Rod World
Final winner John Christie will also

featureatthe meeting. Hehasbeen
loaned the car of experiencedracer
Paul Hinesfor hisdebut in the
«. category. The Northern
* Irishman will take part
inthefullmeeting.

Renault UK Clio Cup champion Ant
Whorton-Eales will make his BriSCA
F1 stock cardebut at Birmingham
Wheels on November 12.

The Lichfield racer, who took nine wins
on his way tothe Clio crown this season,
will take part in the meeting-opening
Under25srace atthe Galameeting.

The 22-year-old is the nephew of former
BriSCA F1 World Final winner Murray
Harrison,and hisfather Mark has also
| contested shortovalracing.

Whorton-Ealeshasbuiltandracesa
classichotrod, butthis will be hisfirst
outinginanF1car.

Hesaid: “Tamreally looking
forward to this.Thavedrivenacar
beforeandIreally enjoyed it, but
racingonewillbesomething
else.Thave seen theentriesand £
thereare some great drivers,

MN’s Rallycross man Ridge returns to competition aboard supercharged Mini

Motorsport News rallycross correspondent
Hal Ridge will race a supercharged BMW Mini
inthefinal round of the BTRDA Rallycross
Championship at Croft this weekend.

Ridge, whohasn’t competed in arallycross
event in Britain since 2012, willrace the carin
which Martin Hawkes won the final round of
the British RXBMW Mini Championship at
Croftafortnightago.

Hawkesran the car for Ridge in ashorttest
last week at Teeside Autodrome.

The BMW Mini cars will race together with
SuperModified competitors at the event,
where Terry Durdin, Paul Lawrence and
Efstratios Hatzistefanis willmake their
rallycross debuts.

The Supercar entrylist isheaded by ‘Mad’
Mark Watson, but season-long SuperModified
front-runner Tommy Graham hasbeen forced
towithdraw from the season finale following
enginefailure in his Ford Escortatthe
penultimate round and won’t fight for the title.

ToyotaMR2driver Marc Jones is top of the
SuperModified titlerace heading into the final
round, butisthird in the BTRDA overall
standings behind Peugeot 106 pair James
Ortonand Richard Todd, who top both the
Production category standings and the
overall table.

Anumber of driversfrom Belgium and
Holland will also compete in the
SuperModified category, as will MSA
SuperNational champion, Tony Lynch.

HalRidge has tested the supercharged Mini Cooper already

Ferguson’s double
closes the gap

Autotest
By Paul Phelan

Organiser: Connaught Motor Club Date: October
29/30 Where: Strandhill and Grange, Co Sligo

CAR TRI

Kitching retains his BTRDA Gold Star

Championship: Rounds 5/6, Hewison Autotest
Starters: 13/14

Two victories for defending
champion Steven Ferguson
brought him closer to Hewison
Autotest pointsleader Paul
Mooney, who scored a second
andathirdplace.

The pairnow have three wins
apiecefrom the six rounds held.
Mooney had three penalties on
Saturday and failed a test on day
two, whileabroken CV joint cost
Ferguson a20s maximum on
Sunday but he recovered well
tonarrowly beat David
Thompson’s Nova by 0.6s.

Guy Foster’s Mini Special was
fourth overall each time, with
Tom Devaney and Timmy Lynch
sharingthe sports car honours.
Results
Saturday: 1 Steven Ferguson (Mini-Nova Special)
707.3s; 2 Paul Mooney (Mini-Nova Special) +14.2s;

3 David Thompson (Nova); 4 Guy Foster (Mini Special);
5 lan White (Mini Special); 6 Paddy Power (Mini
Moke); 7 Chris Grimes (Mini); 8 Tom Devaney
(Westfield); 9 Liam Cashman (Westfield); 10 Timmy
Lynch (Westfield); 11 Paul Phelan (Mini Specal);
12 Paul Lowther (Striker). Class winners Grimes;
Mooney; Devaney; Thompson.

Sunday: 1 Ferguson 821.0s; 2 Thompson +0.6s; 3
Mooney; 4 Foster; 5 Power; 6 Lynch; 7 White; 8
Grimes; 9 Devaney; 10 Cashman; 11 Lowther; 12
Phelan. CW Grimes; Mooney; Lynch; Thompson.
Novice award: Michael Cullen (Westfield).

Speak secured yet
another F1 title

Rob Speak snatches another BriSCA title at the last gasp

BriSCAF1

By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Startrax Where: Belle Vue, Manchester
When: October 30 Starters: 41

The BriSCA F1 seasonisone
of the toughest in motorsport,
comprising of 49 meetings
and over 250 races on both
shale and Tarmac.

Itisalsooneof themost
competitive, with 23 different
final winnersand, going into the
National Series Shootoutfinale,
fivedriversstillhad a chance of
clinchingthetitle.

Nigel Green was on top of the
pointstable with Rob Speak in
second justahead of Dan
Johnson, Frankie Wainman Jr
and Tom Harris.

Green wasfirsttomake his
mark withathirdplace inheat
one, but Wainman Jrand Harris
both failed tofinish and would
have torely on makingthefinal

viathe consolationrace.

Heat two provided drama when
Speaklooked tobe headingfora
race win that would have
narrowed Green’slead but, on the
final circuit, he was spun out by
Johnson, whowasalapdownand
seized his opportunity to steal
some pointsfrom Speak.

Johnson followed up by
winningthe consolation but
Harrisand Wainman both had
mechanical problemsintherace
andboth failed to transfertothe
meetingfinal, endingtheir
chances of thetitle.

Goingintothefinal, Green held
aslender eight-pointadvantage
over Speak, with Johnson 30
marksbehind.

Green’stitle hopes were dashed
whenamechanical problem
forced him toretire midway
through therace. Johnson seized
hisopportunity to close the gap
by finishing second, with Speak
followinghim home in third.

Withoneracelefttodecide the
title, Green’s crew managed to
repair the broken propshaftand
gotintothe Grand National.

Knowinghis only chance of
winning wasto eliminate Speak;
Green punted Speak into the
fenceon thefirstturn, butin
doingsotook himself intothe
barrier as well. Speak was able to
wriggle his was out of the chaos
but Green was unable toselecta
gearand was forced toretire.

Johnsonneeded to win toretain
histitle but could only mange
sixth, which handed thetitleto
Speak, whoretiresat theend of
the season asarguably the
greatest stock car driver ever
with two shoot out titles, two
world finals, eight F2 world
crownsand 11 F2points titles.

Shootout championship results

1 Rob Speak; 2 Nigel Green; 3 Dan Johnson; 4 Paul
Harrison; 5 Mat Newson; 6 Mick Sworder; 7 Frankie
Wainman Jr; 8 Tom Harris; 9 Danny Wainman; 10 Lee
Fairhurst.

CarTrials Rupert North has become
By Duncan Stephens the man tobeat in this
class this year, but Shawn
Organiser: BTRDA Where: near Yeovil, Franklin immediately
Somerset When: October 23 Starters: 17 had him under pressure.
Thereafter a super day-long
Henry Kitchingretained battle ensued swinging

his BTRDA Gold Star
with afaultless drive at
Woolbridge Motor Club, a
venue that had previously
been used as a sporting

trials site, near Crewkerne.

Kitching made the long
trip to Somerset from
Yorkshire as favourite
toadd tohisBritish
championshiplast month,
but overnight found the
gearboxleaking oil,
which left him troubled.
Thelong, slippery grass
helped Kitching
immediately open outa
decisive classlead, which
heextended to 25 points
duringthe day over
Mark Hoppe.

Meanwhile, Trevor
Moffatt had his own tussle
with Nick Pollitt, who he
beat by 12 points to secure
the runner-up position in
the Bronze Star.

In the front-wheel-drive
class, there was an
intriguing entry with two
normal new-car class
competitors switchingto
try and boost their Silver
and Bronze Star chances.

both ways, which Franklin
finally topped by six points
superbly. However, North
was content with the Silver
Star runner-up position.
Therear-wheel-drive
class hashad numerous
overall and class winners
thisyear, soa very tight
battle was expected. Barrie
Parker was completely off
form from the off, but
recovered slightly during
the afternoon, leaving
him with justthe Mac
Hazlewood trophy for
most qualifying points
duringthe year.
Meanwhile, Steve Courts
stamped his authority
from round one and slowly
pulled away as the grass
dried in the sunshine to
net him the Silver Star.

Results

Woolbridge Motor Club Trial

1 Henry Kitching (Vauxhall Corsa) 73.6 per
cent (Gold Star winner); 2 Steve Courts
(Hillman Imp) 86.0 per cent (Silver Star
winner); 3 Shawn Franklin (Citroen Saxo); 4
Mark Hoppe (Citroen Saxo); 5 Rupert North
(Rover Mini); 6 Dave Oliver (Hillman Imp); 7
Trevor Moffatt (Ford Ka); 8 Kevin Roberts
(Dutton Phaeton) (Bronze Star winner); 9
Nick Pollitt (Vauxhall Corsa); 10 Dave Walker
(Vauxhall Corsa).
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MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters
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69London Road,

through to the frontline.

scandal that has enveloped the firm was always going to raise alarm bells.

Championship and VW out of rallying.
The shock waves from the emissions scandal show no sign of slowing down.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

. WRITETOUS

MotorsportNews
Haymarket Consumer
Media, Bridge House,

Twickenham TW13SP

Tough times foxrVW

The German firm looks to be out of the WRC

The dark cloud hanging over Volkswagen'’s participation in the World Rally Championship
is, I fear, entirely predictable. Perhaps the only surprise is that it has taken this long to filter

The manufacturer has dominated the sport since it reentered the WRC's top flightin 2013.
It has certainly not been shy when it comes to putting its hand in its pocket, but the emissions

It might be that VW, which could leave the sport at the end of 2017, is fully able to finance
acontinued programme on the stages. But the exitis more about the perception of the firm.
It has to be seen to be ‘doing the right thing’. That means Audi out of the World Endurance
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Darren Bowen captured this dramatic shot of the 2017 VW WR Car

Jamie Pinchbeck got this rare Renault racer

: Come t_ly; W]th me...

Greg Tomkins snapped a Metro snapped by Geoff Bengough

Shunt at the recent Fe

Mark Ashby’s rallycross shot

Sprinting, from Jamie Pinchbeck

Ashley Field’s Darrian, by Martin Cooper

D GET MN ON THE GO

. TWITTER
.\ Rallyupdates:
\ \ @MNRally

Racingupdates:
@MNewsRacing

: Rally GB thanks:

: part one

: With 164 competitors from

: 23nations, thelongest

: competitiveroute inrecent

: history,areturnto Chester

: after20yearsandanew

: RallyFeststageat

: Cholmondeley Castle that drew
: 10,000 fans, the 2016 Dayinsure
: WalesRally GB could not have
: beenabetter showcase for

: UKrallying.

The continued backing of

: the Welsh Governmentas

: our principal funding partner
remains invaluable, alongside
: thesupportof our 2016 title

: partner, Dayinsure, and our

: other partners and suppliers;

: theirinvolvement has made

: ahugecontribution tothe

: progresstheevent has made

: inrecentyears.

Crucially, therally would

: nothavebeen possible without
: thesupport of almost 2000

: volunteer marshalsand
officials, covering so many

: variedroles.

Whether contributingto

: thesafety, logistics, promotion
. orthesmoothrunningof

: theevent, theireffortsare

: sincerely appreciated by

: everyoneatthe MSA and

: IMS, not to mention the

: widerrallying community

of competitors, teams and fans.

We hope that therally was as

special for you as it was for us

: and we look forward to seeing
: youallagainnextyear.

: BenTaylor

: Managing Director

: International Motor Sports

Rob Jones
: Chief Executive
Motor Sports Association

! Rally GB thanks:

: parttwo

: Onleavingthe Gartheiniog

: stageof WalesRally GBon

: three cylinderslast weekend,
. wetried to make our way to

. Aberhirnant without

: success, sowerolled back

: intothevillage of Dinas

: Mawddwy and found
ourselves outside the Red Lion.

WhileIcalled the service

: crew from the pub’slandline
: asthere wasnoserviceon

: themobile, thedriver was

: beingcross-examined by an
: 85-year-oldlady wholived in
. thevillage.

She knew the car was a Ford

: Escort MK1, the same as Roger
: Clarkdrove inthe 1972RAC

: when shehad taken here son to
see him and the other drivers.

We then entered the puband

: wereimmediately broughta
: beerbyalocalman.Itwas

: notlongbefore anotherlocal
: manentered the pub (the

. undertaker)enquiring after
: thecar, did itneed a tow, the

: loan of his shuttle or would

: weliketogaragethecarin

: with his collection of rally

. carsfor safe keeping.

Finally, Steve the stage

: commander came into the pub
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Motorsport News,October 26

with his band of helpers:
somethinghe had been
doingforthelast35yearsand
itsoon became clear that this
group of peopleincludingthe
undertaker were passionate
about therally.

They knew what it does for
their little community and
the part they play in delivering
us the competitor the best
possible stages. Thank you
to you all for your hard work,
time and effort you all put
initismuch appreciated by
usall.

Aziz Tejpar/Tim Sayer
Car 239
Via email

Where’s Jimmy’s
book?
It wasreally great toread
Jimmy McRae’smagic
moments and what a great
jobaseditorlast week
(Motorsport News, October 26).
EverytimeIseeJimmy at
aneventIcan’t helpfeeling
Ishould gouptohimand
politely ask: ‘Excuseme,
Mr McRae, isn’tittime you
wrote abook?’
Probably a question he gets
asked on aregular basis.
There are books by Russell
Brookes and books on Roger
Clark and, of course, Colin
McRae but what would be
greatisanautobiography
by the great man himself.
Sohopefully he will read
thisand think: ‘yes, the time
isright.’
Iam sure any such tome will
beabestseller.
Steve Winter
Via email

Penalty kicking
Consider the following: with
10 minutesremaining, Wayne
Rooney’s shot appears to
have crossed the goal line.

TV replays clearly show it
wasagoal.

Thereferee defers his
decision until after the match
hasfinished. It couldn’t
happen, could it?

Well how come it is allowed to
happen at what is supposed to
be atoplevel sporting event:
namely, last weekend’s
Mexican Grand Prix...?

Rob Henson
Via email
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At aloose end this evening? Why not tune in

for highlights of the final round of the British
Rallycross Championship at Croft from
earlier this month to whet your appetite early for
aweekend full of four-wheel action on your box?
(Wednesday, 1855-2000hrs, Motors TV).

Ifyou prefer rallying without the ‘cross’,
hop across the Irish Sea for highlights of
last month’s Donegal Harvest Rally from
the north of the Republic (Friday, 1200-
1280hrs, BT Sport 2).

There’s club racing action for you to feast on,
too; for an eclectic mix of sports prototypes, be
sure to catch the OSS finale from Silverstone a
fortnight ago, and that's followed swiftly by the
finale of the Formula Jedi Championship
from the same venue (Friday, 1825-1855hrs
and 1855-2000hrs, Motors TV).

While live touring car action takes place down
under this weekend (see live TV), the best bits
from the 2016 DTM season are also available in
aone-hour season review. The championship
was a close-run thing, with Marco Wittmann,
Edoardo Mortara and Jamie Green all entering
the final round in with a shout of claiming the title
(BT Sport 2, Friday 2200-2300hrs).

Butfinally, if you still haven't got over the
excitement of Wales Rally GB, you can also
re-live the best bits from all 22 of last weekend's
action-packed stages in the heart of North
Wales (Saturday, 1750-1855hrs, Motors TV).

NEXT WEEK

SHEDDEN TO

World Endurance
Championship:
Shanghai

M Race: Sunday
0230-0935hrs, Motors TV

Euroformula Open:
Barcelona

M Race one: Saturday
1405-1500hrs, Motors TV
M Race two: Sunday
1205-1300hrs, Motors TV

International GT
Open:Barcelona
M Race one: Saturday

Australian Supercars head to New Zealand
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1500-1650hrs, Motors TV
M Race two: Sunday
1300-1445hrs, Motors TV

Australian
Supercars:
Pukekohe

M Race two: Saturday
0330-0445hrs, BT Sport 1
M Race four: Sunday
0315-0430hrs, BT Sport 1

NASCAR Sprint Cup:
Texas

W Race: Sunday

1930hrs, Premier Sports

THE FRONT

REVIEW OF THE BRITISH TOURING CAR FIGHT

Two weeks after the Festival, Kents head to Silverstone

: RACING

: SATURDAY/

. SUNDAY

: mSilverstone, Northants
. Walter Hayes Trophy: FF1600,
: Allcomers, Open Wheel, Closed

. Wheel, Clubmans Starts

: Saturday, racing from 1145hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday,
: racing from 1015hrs (qualifying

: from 0900hrs) Admission £10

: Websilverstone.co.uk

i Contact08704 588260

: SATURDAY /

: SUNDAY

: mBrands Hatch, Kent
: BARCmeeting: Trucks, Legends, :
: Pickups, Intermarque, Saloons,

: TinTops Starts Saturday, racing
: from 1105hrs (qualifying from

: 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from

1045hrs (qualifying from 1000hrs)

¢ Admission adult £24, under 13
free Web msv.com
: Contact08434539000

RALLYING

: THURSDAY-

: SUNDAY

: EBournemouth, Bristol,
: Stoke, Chester

. RACRally ofthe Tests

: Starts 1730 Admission free

* Web heroevents.eu

: SATURDAY

: mBallycastle,

: NorthernlIreland

: RiverRidge Recycling

: Glens of Antrim Rally

: Starts 1030hrs Admission free
. Web anicc.org.uk

: MWalters Arena, Neath
. British Cross Country

: Championship

: Starts 0900hrs Admission free
' Web marches4x4.com

: mOultonPark, Cheshire

: Neil Howard Stages

: Starts 0857 Admission Online
: £15,Gate £20. Children under
theage of 13 gofree

: Web nhstages.bimce.co.uk

: MCrail Rirfield, Fife

: Glenrothes MC Kingdom

. Stages Starts 0830

: Admission TBA

: Web glenrothes-msc.com

: SUNDAY

: mDalby Forest,

: Yorkshire

: MEM Malton Forest Rally
Starts 0931 Admission free
: Web maltonmc.co.uk

: SPORTING SCENE
: SATURDAY

: ECoventrystadium,
: West Midlands

: BriSCAF1

: Starts 1800hrs

: Admission adults £20,

: concessions/students £15,
children (11-15) £5, children
¢ (under11)free

. Web f1stockcars.com/

: coventrystox.com

: SUNDAY

: HCroft,Yorkshire

: BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
: Championship

: Starts 0900hrs

: Admission adults £8, children
: (15and under) free

Web btrda.com/rallycross,

: croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/btrda

: mHednesford Hills,

: Staffordshire

: National Hot Rods

: Starts 1500hrs

: Admission adults £16, seniors
: £12, children (14 &under) £7
Web spedeworth.co.uk

: Details correctattime of press
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Private seller Offer orders should be made payable to inclusion in the current issue will automatically be Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
inserted in the next available issue. on request.

28% off when you book for 4 weeks  Haymarket Magazines Ltd

SPAR AND ACCESSORIES

PERSPEX WINDOWS Daviv

Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or | s

clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,
full thermo-forming service now available.

>>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT <<<<< '. POLICIES FOR

v" COMPETITION CARS
AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS _
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ v RALLY & RACE CARS

Tel: 0113 250 9852 v SERVICE VEHICLES

ISIMPSON Y PHONE: 0161 440 7590
B e e s

Roce Exhoaust=
Vehicle [

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Like U . .
E :vri'rlt!e?::ml:'lssimps;nnahausts ‘ f fa::e;}uk::nm!SimpsnnRaneEshausts = . Cc.)r.nprehenswe range Of ha.v.e b e en rea dlng
. WI rl n g wiring pI‘OdUCtS for repair,

01753532222 | Simpson Exhausts modification or complete

PrOd u C‘tS rewire to your vehicle for longer than 5
FOR ALL YOUR )

Full range of engine components for:

— LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
=Avo” LOTUS 900-SERIES

DID YOU
KNOW?

15% of our readers

years. Advertising

Tvones VAUXHALL XE in Motorsport News
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
MOTORPORT & ROVER K-SERIES

helps you put your

Call or b line!
mcING TYRES QEDMORO.UK
Ecluding ACB ﬂ 01509 412 317

F D

RN & FoR advert in front of a

loyal audience who

BRSPS Visit our website,.phone or email for a free catalogue tru t th titl .
Ena: sales@bmtr.co.uk www.vehicleproducts.co.uk stihetitie
BMTR.CO.UK Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

Dominate the competition

Phone: 0121 331 1122

MOTORSPORT

Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds

Carbotech:

Mo wonder then that the world's top rally teams choose Kaylan mudflaps and underbody protec ikes of
Ford, Subaru, Nissan, Mitsubishi Seat hange to Kaylan

PERFORMANCE BRAKES www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

* Mudflaps (both moulded and punched) » Protection for; Trailing Arms, Gearbon, Rose Joints, Toe Links, Differential and General Underbody Prot
# Wheel Arch Liming * Engine and Gearbox Mounts ® Bushes and Bumpstops * Sump and Tank Guards * Bespoke Moulded Parts # Full Cutting Service Availabile

T: +44 (0)1274 590824 (7 F: +44 (0)1274 531409

Kay-Dee Engineering Plastics Ltd
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

CIBIE LIGHTS & COVERS

IBrojessionaliMotorspoitiParits¥S pavesiGRRally)Equipmernt
Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

Genuine Cibe Oscar
Genuine Cibie Super Oscar
Pattern ‘Oscar’ lamp, E-marked
Pattern ‘Super Oscar’ lamp, E-marked
Spare Oscar light cover
Spare Super Oscar light cover

WELDERS -
ARC, MIG
& TIG

/ E89.50 £107.40
£99.50 £1719.40
£39.00  £46.80
£44.50  E£53.40

pair £15.90 £719.08

_ pair  £719.90 £23.88

Come and see us at
the Classic Motor
Show and collect a

Lockable fuel

FREE copy of our . MIG 200 amp.
brand new biggest :’IE:IE‘;’ £194.48 £233.38
ever 2016 r

£49.50 £59.40
Arc welder, 200 amp
Mig welder, 120 amp
Mig welder, 200 amp
ARC & TIG welder, 180 amp

£93.29 E£111.95
ER7.88 L105.46
£794.48 £233.38
E157.20 E188.64

PROFESSIONAL
Starter/Chargers

Motorsport
(atalogue! We
have so many
more new

for you fo see! NEC Birm
3 11-13 Novembsr 2016 sb™

ESCORT

X-Flow ally radiator £169.60 £203.52
MK1T1 & 2 PARTS RS2000 (Pinto) ally radiator £169.60 £203.52

13/235 oil cooler £45.50  £54.60

Starter/Charger, max. 45 amp £47.32 £56.78
Starter/Charger, max. 100 amp £98.70 £118.44
7 stage charger - reconditions deeply discharged

lead acid batteries £29.801 £35.76
1kw inverter - incl. USE port £99.90 £119.88

12 piece 1/2” drive netric socket set

finc. 72 tooth ‘Pro” ratchet handle) £14.48 E17.38 lad(
10 piece 1/2” drive SAE socket set £9.68 E£11.62 B.-—. L’ i e
4@ piece 1/4” drive socket set £15.59 E18.71 POWER TOOLS
72 piece 1/4 & 1/2” drive sockel set L37.80 £45.36 450N R
i » dri im Cordless
Wilwood brakes kit, 265x10, Powerlite caliper £266.20 E319.44 9? piece 1/4 & 1/2” drive socket set ™
: : LT o b plus useful service tools £55.90 £67.08 Impact Wrench
Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper £427.13 E512.56 5 . - £19.92 £22.90
Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £525.14 £630.17  WCP interupler fuel pump SO eyl ppeoesncitrtctar set-remore fockinenily. SILDZ £33 Set
Balarios bar pe&al' bow, cable cluteh £189.50 £227.40 WCP solid state fuel pump L19.00 £22.80 1/2" drive universal coupling . L8.25  £9.90 Includh i A
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch £215.00 £258.00  WCP injection fuel pump from  £32.19 £38.63  Pro riveter kit - rivets, rivstuds, pop rivets L Dacdly All for just reey, 1200 (Torand), Aapac
Blackline .m'::g(,d,,m;mr“ Deake lines, 3-line £29.74 £35-69 Bonnel pin kits, stainless £5.00  E6.00 Box set of rivets, studs & pop rivels E41.40 £149. >0 fmic_:c,l,' ”(-'7;_:'__ c;rwhd; : i ;zp-;rl.:
Minilite style wheels  6x13 £64.00 £76.80 Bonnet pin kits, alloy £7.00  £8.40 Torgus rerench 40,2100 £eled 79.64 i
¥ : ] S Asrocatch from  E31.00 £37.20 1 piece magnetic bits socket £5.82 £7 ! exl'md.lb.le ratchet handle, (2) x 4a
7x13 £71.00 EB5.20 5 F R 3 £ bati nd & chargel
8x13 82,50 £99.00 Avanti map light from  £19.50 £23.40 4 piece socket adaptors, 1/4 - 3/8 - 1/2 £3.58 £ and quick charger
ax15 tos00 £11280  Manifold wrap, 27 x 15 metres (50f), Vermiculite  £29.60 £35.52  3/8 drive oxygen sensor socket, 8mm slot £4.39  OTHER BLACKLINE POWER TOOLS & ACCESSORIES
Roll cage padding, 3ft, BY fire rating £6.00  E7.20 3/4 drive oxygen sensor socket, 22mm slot £4.39 450Nm Impact . mains 240v “ 82 £57.38
2 ploce 3/8 & 1/2 spark plug sacket 2446 I; pi::e Tn{:;.‘lc!‘::?e:‘s:m:;?”dr;ve 564 £18.77
P M16 calipers fo fit standard discs, & piece sockel adaplors, impact 1/4 - 3/8 - 1/2 - 3/4 - E16.46 E17.75 : g s bl
Minilite style MBO pair £79.00 £94.80 6 piece 1/2 Volkswagen impact socket £11.90 £74.28 Standard ratchet handle, 72 tooth, 2 d";;t”?,“d" 59,.52
£64.00 £76. M16 calipers to fit vented discs 18 piece 3/8 oil drain socket £18.51 £22.21 5:1’_,“""""""5 € 180 "‘""";!’1"‘. het b“"‘“""“""“"" ' ivef £18.95
(o spacers needed), 5/8 oxygen sensor crowfool wrench £3.84 E4.61 I .Emsung.’:p;m_ " ;\":m _""er"‘_('_!h ft £32. rJH L.f i
pair £93.00 E111.60 1/2 oxygen sensor crowfoot wrench £3.98 £4.78 5""1“ :_""""' . ;:;“? FT;":'TS" ) i"’ "r:
Group 1 vented discs (247520, 14/17mm hex drain plug key £2.90 £3.48 UP'“E :,":* ﬂ”‘ s ;’"—' — 13,52
c pair £39.00 £46.80 11 piece 3/8 spark plug/glow socket £18.34 £22.1 }nn;r»-} ;-:- M’;L'mpanrs“ Nb U.‘r"‘:;" Lii.fr’
“Poly” bump stops, top axle mountin, air £8.12  £9.75 Vernier calipers, 0-6” (150mm), high quality £17.90 £21.48 Pt i g “'”Jil '"‘F“h““":’! 3,—’8":' 74.80
E\iu{n‘ I'U?'!l’!:’.’fr;m‘:p\pring\' N)‘AZE(H!» ;F;afr £33.80 £40.56 i ..‘ 10 piece F-Handle Allen key set £11.90 £14.28 Isﬂfzﬂm:g::ﬁ :f;,c;u;,ofu:ltf—;h e i‘:;:{f £15.90
s ; E 5, 14! 3 . 1 ¥ Sung spare . 325 3
Escort RS front springs, 145-2201bs pair  £33.80 £40.56 Cordless power drill, 18, 52Nm torque £41.50  £49.80
Gaz, adjustable front shocks each £67.60 £81.12 Escort Laminated Windscreens ENGINE 19 piece cobalt drill set, din 338, 1-10mm £16.58 £19.90
Gaz, adjustable front shock h s ; .
Saz, adjustable (3-way) front shocks each £299.50 £359.40 rool'NG Cordless screwdriver, 7.2y, lightweight, 6 torque seftings £19.42  £23.30
Gaz, adjustable rate rear shocks i each  £65.00 £78.00 Escort M1 front laminated screen fincl. rubber) L6950 £83.40 ngle grinder, 1100w x 125mm diameter, 1100rpm  £23.00  £27.60
Quick steering racks RH 2:9.ratlo £89.50 £107.40 Escort Mk2 front laminated screen (incl. rubber) E69.50  E83.40 190c Universal t bockiin set. L1592 isher, 800-3000cpm, 180mm pad £39.83 E47.80
RH 2:4 ratio £109.50 E131.40 Escort MkT front screen rubber £24.92 E£29.90 9pc Universal timing/locking set £17.92 £21.50 Heat gun, 2000w, 50-650°, 500 ltr/min air fow £24.92 £29.90
LH 2:4 ratio L119.50 E143.40 Escort Mk1 rear screen rubber £21.92 £28.70 Eﬁnp,me Iocking tools, Duratorq £26.68 £32.02 170w mini grinder (tool only) £21.90 E28.68
Escort M2 fronl screen rubber £29.08  £34.90 Ford engne :‘ ming :’::‘." ﬂ’h"“‘ LE: ::’ Igf‘gi 170w mini grinder plus 130 piece rotary ool set £33.90 E40.68
Escort Mk2 rear screen rubber £29.08 £34.90 2 r?”'"ﬁu‘:‘:m" .I":dl ke ;_': ,,r: £1 I'IKH
Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90 £16.68 Lo e 2 o Blackline

Opel/Vauchall pro timing tool set £59.90 £71.88
Piston bore honing set, 3 stone £9.36 £11.23
Spare stones lo suil honing set E4.90 £5.88
Valve lapper tool, 2 piece £5.200 £6.24

Poriable Generalors

0.9kw Portable generator  £82.42  £98.90
1.2kw Portable generator  £124.58 £149.50
2.5kw Workshop generator £166.58 £199.90

Escort Mk2 Rubber Parits

Bonnet bump stop pair £5.90  £7.08 2.0kw Workshop generator £229.0 ;
H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio £149.50 £179.40 Bonnel rail bump stop, sel of 4 £9.90  E£11.88 SET UP EQUIPMENT ELP 2.0kw fnwﬁg'.-’(;warffr) i
RH 2:2 ratio £179.50 £215.40 Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £4.90  £5.88 - SI.ISPGIIS on (suitcase style) £371.67 £398.00
LH 2:4 ratio £15 £197.40 Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
LH 2:2 ratio £189.50 £227.40 Bonnet "’“’;"“’ *"‘,_”"E’,E"""ﬂ"""’" £4.90 is..lm
OFM style steering rack mounts ir £16.80 £20.16 S o) 5 £6,90 8.28
Rollet bearing fop mount ~spherical bearig fach £59.50 £7149  Mandbrake backplate dust boots Palr £, - £0:28
Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each E£59.50 £71.40 Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £4.90  £5.88
Throttle pedal pad E4.90  £5.88
g Brake and clutch pedal pads pair E7.80 £9.36 JACKING

Trackace in cardboard box E58.00  £69.60 EQUIPMENT

Trackace in blow moulded case £68.00 E81.60
Mk2 Rubber Paris - NEW 2015 Gunson Trackrite caster/camber gauge - magnetic mount £19.50  £23.40 2.0 ton Trolley jack

Blackline caster/camber gauge ‘Bubble type’ £15.75 £18.90 2.0 ton, loin profile ‘Pro’ garage jack

£36.50 £43.80
£136.65 £163.98

Shock absorber top caps pair £12.90 E£1548 3.0 ton, loin profile ‘Pro’ garage jack L186.40 E223.68
TCA% ‘Pattern’ style 50 £41.40 Rear bumper side plugs, set of 4 £8.90 L£70.68 3.0 ton double lock ‘Pro” axle stands - pair £19.50 £23.40
TCAS 'OEM'sl'yI: . £71.40 Oil line bulkhead grommet £4.90  £5.88 2.25 ton lightweight jack £49.25 E59.10
Twin cam anti-roll bar Erdg.  rakeserd md Belions sl -0 = = ber Gaug 2o ﬁ::f::,ff,’::&':‘ k. g
Anti-dive kit E£35.40 gital £80.72 = e b
; ) Wheel skate, hydraulic lift - each £59.50
World cup X-member XN SPECIAL HAND TOOLS £67.27 i Wheel dolly, pair 4740
;V;;-é:’;up "T"": £30.00 N 7500b engi:,eP\:ano‘ £49.50
track rod ends £11.40 A
Cn_mp ﬁl style all steel U/J coupling B E23.76 Raitchet '-P Wrenches Blackline digital caster/camber gauge, magnetic mount £67.27  £80.72 ;:O:fff!:ﬂ}lik eniml. stand i:;:g
A-link kit e £109.50 £131.40 85mm long, M3 - M10  £6.90 £8.28 Blackline caster/camber gauge mounting kit including 3"51 Vel Tk se{u £42.08
Heavy duty 4-link kit . Lrss.on £222.00 100mm long, M5 - M12 £7.90 £9.48 digital gauge - suit wheel diameters 10-20” £107.28 £128.74 Toller stle ool bus £95.88
Group 4 round turret kit kit £65.00 E78.00 Turntables, 1.5ton each capacity pair  £129.80 £167.76 ooy VO terna Ecai
MKk1 spring shackles carset L17.00  £20.40 Digital tyre pressure gauge E3.80  £4.56 Yt savar Pa.r&in — 1543 £12.00
M2 spring shackles carset £23.50 £28.20 Digital tyre depth gauge £4.80  £5.76 e e T Pl
Group 4 spec. front RS struts each £128.00 £153.60 HJ: '_" , h?'.' ‘ ;uoi: * Sost
RS stuering armts il A i TESTING lectric hoist 500kgs £105.01
Heavy duty steering arns, gusseted PR EISN. (Eundl Car creeper, }.',';b.-wi":;,,-m 6" £11.90 £14.28
Qelct fit e iog anm pair £3.60 £11.52 Gear Ratchet EQUIPMENT . 1 ton engine crane, foldable £119.50 £143.40
Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each  £42.50 E51.00 Spanners i ’ i Lhadrdibisicky
Stub axle hardware kit £9.90 £11.88 Waorkshap ‘Button’ seat, pneumatic E23.50 E28.20
Watts linkage kit £799.50 £239.40 72 TOOTH - THE BEST QUALITY! cylinder Leak Defector
Taper leaf springs, 1461b rate each  £49.50 £59.40 7 piece metric set, 8 - 19mm £21.83 £26.80
Ally tube strut brace, round tube £43.50 E£52.20 £23.70 £28.44 5
Waork style 60mm oval tube strut brace £49.50  £59.40 7 piece SAE sel, 5/16 - 3/4 {4) Wheel tyre carrier £24.92 £29.90
::?_;;.lr !:imp pﬂ:ﬂ;‘i‘nm bl pair ]_? J;: ”:: 2.5223:3 E£23.70 £28.44 (4) Wheel tyre carrier, §
assis mounted sump guard, wel sump . 25. 50. handle & lock E10.00 £E47.76
Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair  E16.50 E19.80 £9.92 E11.90 Cylinder leak detector £21.83 E26.80
Body jacking kit carsel £1719.50 E143.40 10/12mm spdfkpf;lg thread chaser LJ:H}' f4:8!1 Fﬂ:el !'ﬂferh"loﬂ test pori ) £19.38 E23.26
Silicone hose kit, Mexico or RS2000 14/18mm spark plug thread chaser £4.10  £4.92 L10ese] i e ted e ehel Eid0E
favailable blue, black or red) £62.34 £74.81 5 piece ball joint separator kit £9.08 £10.89 # QInce PEOL SIgIe CORIDIERON. 1hs) R14.33 £17.90
Propshaft, type 9 - English/Atfas axle L#9.50 £107.40 1 piece exhaust pipe expander £11.66 £13.99 m
g 7 G - - 11 piece trim removal kit £8.08 £9.69
English CWP' 3.5, 3.9, 4.4, 4./,1;?,;%(:‘, -2235"_"” 10.5” heavy duty circlip pliers, replaceable tips £8.17 £9.80
Atlas CWP* ; Spare tips for circlip pliers £4.90 £5.88 Rechargeable workshop light - 30 LED £16.25 £19.50
4_' ":_,fd i '?':; :7 ”’_; i Packet brake fluid lester, LED readout £5.83 £6.99  Rechargeable under bonnet fight - 120 LED £39.50  £47.40
L e Bralle piston wind back tool £9.98 £11.98
;ﬁ“:f:"r ,;;3: g:afkt;b'" il £14.50 “Pro” brake piston wind back tool £17.69 £21.23
M10 white/Dlack myloes gearkob E11.50 €13, Windscreen removal tool £4.96  £5.97 STEERING

13 piece impact screwdriver kit £8.98

Magnetic wing protector cover £8.83 WHEELS Prices from

Coil spring compressors pair L£11.90 £14.28 £39.50 ——
Bralle bleeder vacuum tester £17.69 £21.23 WM

16 piece oil filter removal sockets E18.73 £22.48

Double cylinder air pump, max 150psi (600trs/min)  £29.50 £35.40

Motorcycle chain breaker £15.63 £18.76
Heavy Jﬁry crimper set £24.90 £29.88 Natural Carbon Hi-flow air pump (1501trs/min) £59.50 E71.40
1/2* drive 3 piece wheel nut socket £12.64 E15.17 mm Sealey Direct Drive, Thp, 6ltr tank, 4cfm £92.98 £111.58
Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each £318.27 17 piece clutch alignment kit £10.11 £12.13 £159.50 £7191.40 Sealey direct drive, 3hp, 1000tr tank, 12.6cfm £246.97 £296.36
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std. each £86.52 125mm piston ring compressor 55 E5.46 15 piece 1/2” Impact wrench kr_l E25.18 £30.22
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, RS2000 each  £175.00 £210.00 46 piece multi-purpose puller kit £9.90  Black spokes, suede rim £39.50  £47.40 15 piece 1/2” ratchet wrench kit £24.04  £28.85
Fill B e o alt Aot red Mk Bioch p ebsi 10 piece bearing race driver kit £19.89 Black spokes, black leather rim £43.50 £52.20 9 piece 190mm air hammer kit £17.18  £20.62
HLIS; DT Lk JCRIEA S K e IR 96 piece drain plug repair kit £29.90 Carbon look spokes, suede rim E52.50  E63.00 6 piece air drill kit £19.35 £23.22

2 piece HV LP spray gun kit £29.63 E£35.56
rallydesign.co.uk EEmmmms PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT WSS 50 picce air tools - Impact, ratchet, hammer & accs. £39.40  £71.28
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MARKETPLACE

HAMILE A verro

@ sales@proalloy.co.uk

. e N U Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way

Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

@ www.proalloy.co.uk [— T A 01440 710266 @

Specialists in Bespoke Products for Classic & Sports Cars

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

SUNNITE ~

——
- ey |
“' Tweet Us facebook.com/
Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from " ..‘::: @ProAlloy proalloy.motorsport
- drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce T~ —
Race & Ra"y Marquees to Suit all Budgets 3x3m to 6m Hexagon bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more. WWW.proa"Oy.CO.uk

Steel and Alloy Frame, Clubman to Professional, Printing Available Multi-Layer Indoor
& Outdoor Breathable Car Covers for Classic & Moderns

Wbk heme @modh
ESconts
Bltanmac

= _jforesyuse"

~ Customer cars built to
order and maintained
Season packages

available
Award winning cars

Luxury Car Covers, Indoor & Outdoor Breathable Materials Printed Barriers & Flags,
Entrance Mats, Minilite Wheels Many More useful products for Modern,
Classic & Race Cars

2 RALLY CAR HIRE AND PREPARATION

www.hamilton-motorsport.com
Email: office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk | Tel: +44(0)118 973 7300

T: 01970 630730 E: enquiries@tsaltamotorsport.couk NIGHT EVENTS AND STAGES

Hockly Motorsport Ltd
A one stop shop for your rally needs

Paint & rust removal services in our bead blasting chamber
Milling & turning in our machine room
Roll cage manufacture & shell preparations
General servicing & maintenance workshop
with four wheel alignment
Mail order parts from our extensive range

of motorsport components

Tﬁﬂm&@ L. 0208 568 1172 €. info@thinkauto.com
AUTOMOTIVE f

World’s leading
Oil Cooler specialist

Contact us today
Telephone 01686 628594 Email sales@hh-ms.com
Visit www.hh-ms.com

Experts in all automotive plumbing

Huge range of hose & fittings

The major supplier of filler caps OBS AVAILABLE

WILLIAM|VINTAGE
MEDCALFIBENTLEY

Experienced race mechanics required
for Vintage restoration and endurance rally
preparation, ideally with experience of
historic racing and rallying.

And many other automotive plumbing components admin@vintageb entley com

Water Pumps Filler C
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of motorsport | » 0y % Bty _ STRIBUTOR
expenence ) ot i ahaes 1 Il DAA N e

__ m* Your One Stop Sho run bv
& -~ &  Competitors for Competitors.

500 0K}

STOCKISTS OF

SPARCO « PELTOR +STILO * ZF GEAR KITS » QUAIFE PRODUCTS
TRAN X PRODUCTS » DRE TRANSMISSION « BILSTEIN FAULKNER
RIEGER * AVO * AP RACING » BREMBO * WILLWOODHELIX
MINTEX PADS « PAGID » FERODO+ PIPERCROSS *
S K&N FILTERS * RACTECH « ELLIOT *STACK » GOODRIDGE
{:E Sllge(:lallSt in MK1 & MK2 Escort WEBER * KENT CAMS « ASHLEY « TONY LAW EXHAUSTS
GP4 Classic & Clubman Components CIBIE « PIAA » COBRA SEATS « SABELT « TRS * SAFETY
DEVICES » DUNLOP TYRES *HANKOOK « REVOLUTION WHEELS
{:} Purpose built 8,000 sq.ft Showroom COMPOMOTIVE WHEELS « LUMENITION « FACET « OMEX
« LIFELINE EXTINGUISHERS * MONIT RALLY COMPUTERS

: : * TERRATRIP BRANTZ  FASTIME WATCHES « RECARO
£¥ Quality products at affordable prices L i G

% Next Day delivery UK mainland - T —
& export worldwide Z 15
_ I

B ——

ALL TODAY
N v(ee’re here to help

TEL: 01559 363731 WEST WALES RALLY SPARES, UNIT 11 PARC MENTER

LLANDYSUL ENTERPRISE PARK, LLANDYSUL, CEREDIGION SA44 4JL
www.westwalesralIyspares.co.uk sales@westwalesrallyspares.co.uk
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

PRG TRAILERS DID
YOU KNOW?

15% of our readers have

FINEST{BUILT BRITISHITRAILERS

been reading for longer
than 5 years. Advertising
in Motorsport News helps
you put your advert in front
of a loyal audience who
PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270812402 trust the title.

Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

TRAILER CENTRE e

Fieldfare Trailer Centre, Salisbury.

With over 15 years of experience in dealing with
trailers, we know a thing or two about them.

Our expert and professional advice will help you
find the right trailer for your requirements.

People come from all over the country to see our
extensive range for a number of different uses.

* Sales * Trailer Hire * Servicing
* Repairs * Parts
Selection of used Brian James Trailers for sale

A-Max, 5.0m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1800 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1850 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £2000 + vat
TT Tiltbed, 5.0m x 2.02m, 3.5t GVW, £2500 + vat
Covered A-Max, 4.24m x 1.94m x 1.52m high,
2.0t GVW, £3,495 no vat.

Sold to Competitors by Competitors !

Tel: 01980 611853 info@fieldfaretrailers.co.uk www.fieldfaretrailers.co.uk
The Trailer Warehouse, Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 6DR. N, A
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Black-and-White

The benefit of a protective transport is always valued when moving
precious vehicles. Its now over 20 years since Brian James Trailers were
the first to design a stylish, light and durable enclosed trailer using a
GRP body construction, the original Race Shuttle.

The Race Transporter range is the third generation in the lineage and
for the double decade landmark in MY2017 trailers we have introduced
a host of new features, including a professional vehicle restraint system
as well as fresh external styling.

Choosing a Brian James Trailer as your enclosed transport solution has
always guaranteed black-and-white certainty.

Race Transporters are now available in Black or White.

Range starts from £ 6,750 + vat

BJT also offers a wide range of open trailers.
For more information on our trailer range or to find your nearest dealer
visit:

www.brianjames.co.uk/dealer

TFIANEPUFITEFIE

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office.
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www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

DEVELOPED BY PROFESSIONALS, FOR PROFESSIONALS

DEALERS WANTED

All Woodford Trailers have full
European Type Approval

We have been designing and building our extensive range of high-quality,
adaptable vehicle trailers from our Northamptonshire home for over 20 years,

selling at highly competitive prices to suit a wide range of requirements.
Please get in touch with us to discuss your needs.

Tel: 01327 263384 @ Mob: 07434 940 693
E-mail: sales@woodfordtrailers.com
Web: www.woodfordtrailers.com
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Authorised stockists for: _
PHILIPSEG=S)
and many more...

01527908616 |

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS ?

Wi have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!
t.com

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

S et

For more i ion email: sales@group
call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: nmunhmntnrspnﬂ.nnm

GEARBOXES

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

Hydraulics in Northants
® -3 Brakesto 3” Commercial

LMA Hydraulics
T:- 01933 778319

E:- Rupert@LMAautoparts.com

. ENGINES RACE AND RALLY PARTS

124BIOX

www.part-box.co.uk * o ity s
Your Performance & Tuning Parts Specialists Over 100,000 Products Listed
Faya= HKS 3 4 Complete Vehicle Search
i International Shipping!
Telaphang: 01 @ Intemational Shipping

Uit 1, Cleton Business

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

SBID Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in alf types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
o Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

kK~ _— < Northampton
N Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

MARDI GRAS
\\ \\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk
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RACE WEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACING WEAR
140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT _

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACING WEAR

Teamwear Speclallsts -

broi
rint
®Quick Turnaround

®Min Order Only 4

®No Logo Set Up an
WWw.logomeup.co.u

gSSI

TRAILER & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Committed to

L=
Quality ’

Ifor Williams
WWW IWt Co U k BRFAIﬁN 'S LEADING

TRAILER MANUFACTURER

(€9:9:4:10).4 4

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
-5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

1: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
-: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Jonathan King
Classified Team Leader

T: +44 (0) 208 267 5992

E: jonathan.king@haymarket.com

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

(o]]| c_ooling _&_plumblng speC|aI|st§

0208 568 1172 www.thinkauto.com

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5389

E: benjamin.kavanagh@haymarket.com

TRAILER & TRANSPORTERS

Manufacturers of bespoke split rim alloy wheels. Every set made to order!

ROAD # RACE / KIT-CARS / BIKES & TRIKES / DRAGSTERS / ETC ...
Wheel fitments for virtually and vehicle from 10 to 22" diameter from 3" to 18" wide. Prototype work
for 0.E. manufacturers, drawing to finshed product, design facility, comprehensive parts department.

1S0 9001:2000 Accredited Company Certificate No. GBOD196

COMPOMOTIVE

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Katrina Renwick
Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5823

E: Katrina.renwick@haymarket.com




BE ONE WITH IT

BeoneW|th your tyres, and the road will be one with you.

r GEF |
=L OFFICIAL
& ) EUROPA PARTNER

ventus F200

Top-notch performance slick tyre with ‘MHanKOOK

consistency and high mileage in dry conditions

For all your motorsport tyre requirements contact Hankook'’s official motorsport distributors: hankooktire.com/uk
UK: MR TYRE MOTORSPORT on +44 (0)121 551 4589
IRELAND: DOC SPORT on +353 (0)87 2638951

Hankook Tyre U.K. Ltd. Fawsley Drive, Heartlands Business Park, Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 8UG, U.K.




