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- The route for

. ¥ October’s Wales Rally
s a GBisundergoing a
v complete overhaul

toinclude closed
public roads for

the firsttimein

its World Rally
Championship history.

Last week, Wales
mirrored England’s
move by devolving

% authority to closeroads
4 % formotorsportevents
sl from Westminster to
the governing body of
British motorsport.

That will have a wide-
rangingimpacton
rallyingandracing
in the principality.

Britain’s Deeside-based
WRC counteris expected
tolead the way in

- demonstratingthe
. varied use of thenew
power and officials
~ fromtheeventwere
- inWalesinspecting
potential route
. changeslast week.
Full story p2-3
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“It’s a big challenge,
, alot can go wrong”
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Famous Rally GB stages
can be extended with rule

ByDavid Evans

Thisyear’s Wales Rally GB
will undergo its biggest route
overhaul since the move to
the north of the country in
2013 with closed public roads
featuring for the first time.
Wales followed England’s lead
in allowing the Motor Sports
Association—British
motorsport’s governing body —to
grant permits for the suspension
of the Road Traffic Act for
competition with the additional
approval of the relevant local

Spectators would benefit

authority. Previously,an Act of
Parliament had been required to
bringrallies to public roads.

Senior officials from Rally GB
were onlocation in North Wales
last week, where plans are
already being worked on to bring
significant change to the route
for the October 4-7rally.

Rally GB managing director
Ben Taylor told MNhe was
excited about the potential the
change in Welsh law brought for
Britain’s round of the World
Rally Championship.

“Itgives usthe chancefora
complete refresh of theroute,”
said Taylor. “Obviously it doesn’t
change the stages we have on
offer, but it definitely does change
the way we can use them.”

Taylor is keen to make best use
of the new power to deliver more
actionin North Wales, where the
event comes closest tomajor
cities such as Manchester
and Liverpool.

“North Wales was always a key
area, if and when the law

Wy
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changed in Wales,” said Taylor.
“Looking at the stages last week,
it’sreally exciting to see what’s
goingtobe possible. As we’ve
always said, we’re not advocating
the use of mile upon mile of
closed publicroads, nothinglike
that-that’snotthe nature of this
rally. What we’re looking at for
this yearisthe chancetoclose
small sections of publicroad.”

Thislegal change will most
likely bring about the return of
the Penmachno testand
lengthen the challenge of Gwydir
and the Clocaenog, Brenigand
Alwen complex.

“The Penmachno forest has
traditionally offered two six-
kilometre [3.72 miles] stages, give
ortake,” said Taylor. “But
Penmachno North and South
were split by a public road going
through the middle of them.
Including those stages wasn’t
always the most efficient use of
our superb marshalling force,
but closing that road means we
have a seven-mile stage
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changes for the UK’s WRC showpiece

CLOSED ROADS

FOR 2018/WALES RALLY GB

which we can use twice. That
makesalotof sense.

“It’sthe same in Gwydir, the
cars will come out of the woods,
dash downtheroad and backin-
and the potential in and around
Brenigand Clocaenogis huge.

“What we’re lookingforisa
very much expanded, full day
of action in North Wales. We’re
aware we have a big population
basenot far beyond the doorstep
of these stages and we want to
makeit easy for fans to come
and see the best action on this
fantasticrally.”

Runninga full day of
competition in North Wales
will also satisfy the teams’
request to see the cars back
in the Deeside service park for
alunchtime service.

“Last year the cars were only
back in service last on Saturday
afternoon,” said Taylor. “They
fitted the [spot] lights and went
back out for the night stages.
Tunderstand the concerns of
theteams and thisis why I'm

determined to get the cars back
for aproper lunchtime service
this time. We’re very proud of
our exceptional service park
facility in Deeside and we want
tomake full use of it.”

Taylor said the impact of the
law change would be feltless in
mid-Wales, where thelength of
uninterrupted forest road was
less of aproblem.

“There was always alot of talk
about creatingabig, 50-kilometre
[31.07-mile] stage in Dyfiand
Gartheiniog,” hesaid. “And we
could do this by using the road up
the middle. But you have to ask
the question of why are we doing
that? If the reason isjust to create
alonger stage than the one we’ve
had before, ’'m not sure there’s
astrongenough case for that -
particularly with the FTA
leaning, most recently, towards
more shorter stages.”

With all mid-Wales stages likely
toberunning on one day, Taylor
accepts that there could be the
need for a cull of some classics.

Headded: “Fitting Hafren,
Sweet Lamb, Myherin, Dyfi,
Garth, Dyfnant, possibly
Pantperthoginto one day
would be very, very difficult,
buthaving too many stages and
toomuch mileageisaverynice
problem to be confronted with.
Aswithall of the stages, we
have a constant compromise
between the length of stage, the
accessibility for competitors,
the geographicallocation in
relation to the route, spectator
access, marshal availability,
hospitality access, the demands
of live television—there’s so
much tothink about.

“But what we have, following
last week’s news, isa great
opportunity to take Wales Rally
GBtothenextleveland that’s
what we’ll be doing.

“I'mreally optimisticabout
delivering an excitingand
innovative route for October.”

Theroute hastobefiled with
the FIA for the WRC stakeholder
discussion in April.

Z h - -
Jim Clark Rally would benefit if closed-road rule was passed in Scotland

Why closed-roads can work, hut

don’t expect a SuperPrix soon

The dominoes are falling, Wales being the
latest, England being the first. Closed-road
competitionis becomingamore and more
feasible option for event planners. But what
doesitmean for the events you want toseeand
theimmediate future?

Dueto the sheer marshal numbersneeded
and themammoth task needed to pullit
together, a fully closed-road stagerally won’t
happenin Wales until atleast 2019, and don’tbe
surprisedif it takeslonger. While the new Act
of Parliament makes things easier, it won’t be
governed in a way that there will be an 80-mile
stagerally on closed roads every weekend.
It’sjust notfeasible and the implications for
anything going wrong would be massive.

A closed-road circuit eventis difficult to push
through. Everyone wants to see areturn of
somethinglike the Birmingham Superprix, but
the sheer disruption it would causeis a difficult
sellforlocal authorities. Again, difficult, not
impossible. But expect years of work to gointo
events of that magnitude. A hillclimb or sprint
event would be easier to organise and far more
achievablein the shortterm.

Themost frequent use will be, as Tayloris
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Birmingham event: lengy panning

planningfor GB, tolink stages together. That
can allow organisers torunlonger stages, and
less stages, which will reduce the numbers of
marshals and ever-stretched safety crews.
That’s exactly what rallyingneeds, less strain
on organisers and volunteers. Expect tosee this
happeningtowards the end of 2018. Aswellas
the massive planningneeded in each case, the
Motor Sports Association willneed tomatch
with due diligence toinsure the event or section
of closed-roadisone that should run. Thefinal
dominois Scotland. Get that passed and we’re
another step closer to Jim Clark and Mull...

For atimeline on closed roads for motorsport
inthe UK, visit motorsport-news.co.uk.

Jack Benyon
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F1 ROUND-UP

Wolff bothered
Mercedes head Toto Wolff has
admitted to being “bothered” by
the clashes between Mercedes’
junior Esteban Ocon and Sergio
Perez at Force India lastyear.
Force India had toimpose team
orders at one stage to calm the
two drivers down. “What bothers
us are these intra-teamrivalries
that end with two damaged cars,”
said Wolff, who mentored Ocon
through the troubles. “This
applies to Esteban and Checo
[Perez]. As ateam boss, I’'m so

March 25 Australian Grand Prix

ifor, huge 29:1ace 2018 dual t;ampalgn :

annoyed by that.” April 8 Bahrain Grand Prix
April 15 Chinese Grand Prix
Not so peaky... April 29 Azerbaijan Grand Prix

McLaren insists its new collaboration
with Renault must not produce a car
thatis “too peaky”. McLaren technical
director Tim Goss said the team had
prioritised making its new car with
amendable characteristics, unlike
Mercedes’ 2017 car, repeatedly
labelled a “diva”. “So much of
producingagreat F1 caris giving

the drivers a car they can exploit,”
said Goss. “Thereis no point giving
them one with peaky performance.
We need one that works well overa
broad operating envelope.”

' May 5 WEC Spa

May 13 Spanish Grand Prix
May 27 Monaco Grand Prix
June 10 Canadian Grand Prix
June16-17 _|Le Mans 24 Hours
June 24 French Grand Prix
July 1 Austrian Grand Prix
July8 British Grand Prix
July 22 German Grand Prix
July 29 Hungarian Grand Prix
August19 | WEC Silverstone
August 26 | Belgian Grand Prix
Sept 2 Italian Grand Prix
Sept 16 Singapore Grand Prix
Sept 30 Russian Grand Prix
Oct 7 Japanese Grand Prix
Oct 21 United States Grand Prix
Oct 28 Mexican Grand Prix

-.more blinder
McLaren has also dropped a big
hintthatit’s settorevertto an
all Papaya Orange livery this Nov 11 Brazilian Grand Prix
year.In a new social media . Nov 18 WEC Shanghai
campaign accompanied by Alonso will tackle Nov 25 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
#BeBrave, McLaren shows a the WEC for Toyota

video of the classic, all-orange
M7 chassis raced by Bruce
McLareninthe late 1960s as a

By Rob Ladbrook With the WEC gearing upforits round at the Toyota-owned Fuji Circuit ~ through the good understanding and

teaser for the new MCL33. superseason-—splitacrosstwo years— in Japan may change to avoid clashing relationshipIhave with McLaren.Inno
Fernando Alonso began his Le thisyear’sscheduleincludesjustfive with the US GP, meaning Alonso way will this challenge take away from
Ham to sign Mans testing programme with rounds. Alonsowill alsotacklethethree  could doboth. my main target of F1 with McLaren.”
Mercedes expects Lewis Hamilton Toyota last week, ahead of his eventsthat will take place in 2019, Alonsoiskeen to chase motorsport’s McLaren head Zak Brown added:
to sign a contract extension mammoth split programme providinghe hasno other clashing triple crown -of winning the Monaco “Everybody within our organisation
imminently. Team head Toto Wolff between Formula 1 and the commitments that take priority. GP,Indy 500 and Le Mans. appreciates thatamotivated, hungry
said negotiations on a fresh deal with FIA World Endurance Alonso tested as part of Toyota’s Uponsecuringhis LMP1deal, Alonso  andhappy world-classdriver such as
the four-time world champion were Championship this year. line-up at Aragon in Spain last week, said: “I'venever been shy thatIwanted =~ Fernandoisaformidableassettoany
ongoing, and that it was “just a matter Alonso confirmed last week that he undertaking a three-day test, which todo Le Mans. We tried for the Indy 500 team. We’ve always said we’d consider
oftime” until a deal was done. Hamilton willform part of Toyota’sline-up for alsoincluded night running. Alonso last year, came close, but just missed each opportunity for him on a case-by-
has reportedly been courted by Ferrari, this year’s Le Mans 24 Hours, and for drove for Toyota atlast year’s WEC out. This year I have the chance to casebasis. At McLaren we’'reracers at
but Wolff said: “Lewis has become much of its WEC campaign too. The rookie testin Bahrain. This was his raceat Le Mans, thanks to McLaren heart,and our teamisbuilt on abrave
such animportant pillar of our team Spaniard will share a TS050 Hybrid first outingin the new-spec 2018 car. and Toyota. heritage of competingand succeeding
that itis a no-brainer that we continue LMP1 with Sebastien Buemi and Kazuki The deal meansthat Alonsoisfacing “Itisabigchallenge—much can go indifferent forms of the sport. Equally
with each other.” Nakajima. Briton Anthony Davidson amammoth 25-race schedule this wrong-butIamready, prepared and it’simportant thatnothingdetracts
hasbeennamed as Toyota’s testand year, but that could extend to 26 asitis lookingforwardtothefight. Mydealto  fromournumber one goal of success
Renault: 85 per cent reservedriver to make way for Alonso. understood that the date for the WEC race inthe WEC was only made possible inFormulal.”

Renault F1 boss Cyril Abiteboul
reckons his team is attempting to
challenge the top squads with “85
per cent of theirresources” this
year. The teamis still engaged in
rebuilding the squad after buying

outLotus atthe end 0f2015. Renault Davidson dropped to reserve role to make way for Toyota’s new arrival
has recruited 100 extra staff since
and is growing its team to around Former world champion Anthony he skipped the Austinracefor what brings speed and experience gained
750 staff. “Basically, the challenge Davidson willhave “abusy programme”  wasdescribed as “personal reasons” frommany years at the top of hissport.
I’'m giving ourteam is to be able in with Toyota this year, despite being following a disappointingoutingin “We are all excited to work with him,
the medium-term to compete with relegated fromits front-line squad to the previous round in Mexico. butenduranceracingisateam effort
the top teams with 85 per cent of make way for Fernando Alonso. Alonsowill take hisrace seat for and we know all of our driversare
their capability and resources,” said Davidson, 38, has been an integral much of this year, with Davidson now performingtoavery highlevel.
Abiteboul. “That’s in terms of budget, partof Toyota’sline-up since 2013 and holdingthereservedriverrole. “I'wouldlike to thank Anthony for
but also in terms of headcount. won the WEC titlein 2014 alongside “Ibelieve we have an extremely strong  hisprofessional approach in difficult
I’'m not trying to match what Sebastien Buemi. line-up with real strengthindepth,”said  circumstances. Heremainsastrong
Mercedes has or what Red Bull Davidson wonfiveracesin2017despite = Toyotateam president Hisatake Murata.  partof our drivingline-up and he will
has, just for the sake of matching.” Davidson:on the bench for Toyota notcontestingthefull WECseasonafter  “Fernandoisarookieinthe WECbuthe  bebusy thisseason.”
FWANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER i z s @MNmotorsEortl
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“Toyota’s aim is to be
faster than Ginetta...”
The new G60-LT-P1, p20
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BTCC teams are to supply
““a person” to hold board

T L T S

Grid girls will not be outlawed in the
British Touring Car Championship
following a tweak to the 2018 rules

Last week, F1 bosses decided to
outlaw grid girls, claimingit was
atodds with “modern day societal

A similar decision has been made
by the bosses of darts.
However, the BTCChasmadean

SRS

which will now allow teams to choose
who represents their car on the grid.

norms”. The news brought a mixed
reaction from those within motorsport.

amendment toits startline procedure

regulations. Therule now states:
“Registered teams are required to
supply one person per registered
carinsuitable clothingto be on the

gridforeachrace with the startline

board at the front of the registered

car’s grid position when directed to

do so by officials.”

It will allow teams to make a decision,

but most team bosses have backed
the use of grid girls. Speedworks

Motorsport’s Amy Dick said: “There
isnothing seedy, exploitative or sexist

aboutit, the girls work for us very

much on their own terms and have
inputinto what they are going to wear.

“Our grid girls are independent
business women. They are
commercially savvy through
social media, on-event hosting etc.
Infactthey become anintegral part
of the promotional team as a whole
throughout the season on and off
the grid.”

HMS Racing boss Simon Belcher
saysthatit hasnoplansto alterits set-
up for 2018 to promote its Alfa Romeo
Giulietta, driven by Rob Austin.

Belcher said: “Our grid girlis Jo
Paddon and she has worked for us for
thelast three seasons. Jo does far more
than hold the name board on the grid,
sheisalwaysaround to interact with
our supporters and has a great rapport
with them all, she also updates our
social media over the weekend.

“While we may have a grid girl she
islike every other member of our
team. She even helps pack up the
garage atthe end of arace weekend.
It’sabout what you do and makinga
difference not what sex youare.”
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Coulthard wins
Race of Champions

David Coulthard claimed
his second Race of
Champions victory last
weekend, triumphing at
Riyadh in Saudi Arabia.

The Scot was up against
two-time World Rallycross
champion Petter Solberg
but won the best-of-three
shootout 2-0. He beat
Solberg by just over half
asecondin Euro NASCAR
machinery before
comfortably winning in
the Vuhl 05 sportscar
battle to seal the title.

“I'had to work hard out
there so thanks to Petter
for a greatrace,” said
Coulthard. “He’s a
great sport and a great
champion. When I went out
of the RoC Nations Cup
yesterday after winning
just one race out of three
my son switched off the
TV because he thought
‘Daddy’s too old’ so I’'m
delighted to show him
experience can be a
good thing too.”

Timo Bernhard and Rene
Rast secured the Nations
Cup for Team Germany
after defeating Latin
America pairing Juan
Pablo Montoya and Helio
Castroneves in the final.

QUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

IndyCar will trial a windscreen
cockpit protection device for

the first time later this week
inthe open test at Phoenix.
Four-time champion Scott

Dixon will test the device with
IndyCar planning torunitin
varying light levels to assess its :
impact on driver visibility...The :

WRT Audi of Robin Frijns, Stuart
Leonard and Dries Vanthoor won
the Bathurst 12 Hours, but it was
arace that was marred by a huge
collision between Ash Walsh and
John Martin in the closing stages
that meant the final portion of the
contest was spent with the cars

on the grid awaiting a restart. The

: Schnitzer BMW of Chaz Mostert

: and Marco Wittmann had led in

: the early stages untilitreceived a

i penalty for passing backmarkers

: beforearestartand then collided

i with the Porsche of Earl Bamber.

i Second place fell to the Mercedes

¢ of Jamie Whincup, Tristan Vautier,

i Kenny Habul and Raffaele Marciello.

: British GT4 champion Will

: Tregurtha crashed out of the race
: mid-way through... Frijns will

: make his DTM debut this

: season with Audifollowing

! Mattias Ekstrom’s decision to
: focus on the World Rallycross
: Championship this year. Audi
: isyetto confirm which drivers

: will drive for its teams...

: Harrison Newey, son of legendary

: Formula 1 designer Adrian, has

! secured the Asian Le Mans Series

: title along with Thomas Laurent and
: Stephane Richelmi after winning

: the season finale at Sepang last

i weekend. It was the ORECA

i crew's third victory of the season. ..

British squad signs up
for European LMP3 races

British team RLR M-Sport will
contest both this year’s Michelin

Le Mans Cup and European Le Mans
Series with its Ligier LMP3.

The team has signed Italian
Formula 4 runner-up Job van Uitert
to share with Canadian John Farano
and Rob Garofall in the ELMS, while
Farano and van Uitert will share
inthe Le Mans Cup.

Itisunderstood that the team
isalsoevaluating optionstodo
some rounds of the UK-based
LMP3 Cup Championship.

Van Uitert, who was one of the
stars of the 2016 Formula Ford
Festival with Geva Racing, said:
“Ican’tthink of a better team to
tackle my first season of sportscars
with. Achieving success atthe Le
Mans 24 Hours is my ultimate goal
and thisis the first step toward that.”

Photo: LAT

The new carthatwillbe used inFormula E fromthe 2018/19 seasonhasbeen
unveiled.The striking new design features the halo cockpit protection device
and itis also the first FE car thatis capable oflasting an entire race meaning
anend tothe mid-race car swaps.The Spark RacingTechnologies-produced
carfeatures anew McLaren AppliedTechnologies battery as wellas more
aggressively-designed front and rear wings.

Rob Huff joins WTCR
in Volkswagen Golf

Former World Touring Car
champion Rob Huff will enter
the World Touring Car Cup this
yearina Volkswagen Golf TCR car
run by Sebastien Loeb Racing.

The Briton, who claimed the
WTCCtitlein 2012, has previous
experience of the Golf having
won inthe TCR International
Serieslast year with a similar car.

Withthe WT'CC adopting TCR
regulations, he will now continue
ina Golf havingraced a Citroen
inthe WTCClast year.

“It’sgreat tojoin the WTCR,
which is run by the same people
at Eurosport EventsI've worked
with for 13 yearsinthe WTCC, and
continue the greatrelationship
Istarted with Volkswagen last
yearin TCR,” said Huff.

“It’salso afantastic opportunity

P

r - : oy
Huff: switching cars for

WTCR

tojoin Sebastien Loeb’s team.
They’ve won the WTCC
independents’ title for the last two
years and, with nomanufacturer
entriesin WTCR, that’ll put us
rightatthefront.

“My aim this yearis absolutely
towin thetitle.”

He will be partnered at SLR by
Mehdi Bennani, while Gabriele
Tarquini and Norbert Michelisz
willrace Hyundaisin the series
this year.
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By Matt James

Double champion Jason Plato
will remain with the Team BMR
Subaru squad in the British
Touring Car Championship for
a third season.

The 50-year-old has won two races
with the programme over the last two
seasons and says that work done at the
team’s headquarters over the winter
can help him win moreregularly in
2018. The 96-time race winner finished
12thlast year and is aimingfor

anupturn in form this term.

Plato said: “We have been through

what happened last year, and looked at
itfrom every angle. We can see there
are some areas that we can work on.
We have some exciting new
developments in progress which
should see the Subarusfightingat the
sharpend of the grid yetagain. April
can’t come soon enough.

“Sure, last year didn’t go the way I

wanted it to, and that hurtsme
personally. It was my worst year of
racing, becausel wasn’treally

Plato struggled
last season

competing. I want to come back
stronger than ever and get back to
winning ways.”

Plato will be alongsidereigning
champion Ash Suttoninthe
estate-shaped Levorg machines.

Warren Scott, BMR Racing team
principal, said: “Iam pleased toretain
Jasoninthe team for another year
and am looking forward to
supporting him to his 100 wins as well
as his fight for the championship
throughout what promises to be an
unforgettable year.”

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Allen joins Fortec
British Formula 4 racer Lucca Allen has moved to
the Fortec Motorsports squad for2018. The
Irishman made his debutin the Snetterton round
lastyear after he turned 15 with Falcon
Motorsport, but he has now been announced as
Fortec’s first driver for thisyear. Theteam has a
full line-up of drivers with the rest due to be
revealed shortly.

MG Trophy drivers

The MG Trophy is encouraging drivers to enter its Class
CforMG ZR 160 machinery. The class champion Matt
Turnbulland runner-up Andy Spencer will both be
moving to different classes for 2018, leaving space in
the budget division. “We have several Class C cars for
sale, ready to race from as little as £4200 and 25s and
under benefit from half price race entries so for under
£6500 you canrace onallthe top UK circuits this year,”
said series chairman Pete Macwaters.

Burton’s good cause

Renault UK Clio Cup Junior driver Gus Burton
will raise money for the Sparkle Foundation,
which provides aid to children in Malawi, this
year. The Pyro driver,who was unable to
compete in the final rounds last year after
injuring his hand playing rugby, will seek
sponsorship during the season with all the
money raised going to the charity. Burton was
fifth in the standings lastyear with Jamsport.

New LMP3 Cup class

The LMP3 Cup has added a second (PT4) class for this
season thatis open to the new Ligier JS P4 machine
andthe Radical RXC. The series struggled with low
entry levelsinits inaugural season last year, with the grid
dropping to as few as five cars at one round, but the
addition of the new secondary class will allow the
trackday-focused machines to compete.

F1000 eSports
F1000 will launch a new eSports championship
thisyear called simF1000. It will run on Forza
Motorsport7 and is hosted by the Virtual Racing
Association. It will act as a companion to the
BRSCC series, with virtual races held attracks in
the UK and across the world. F1000 director
Frazer Corbyn said: “It's a way to create
awareness for our main F1000 championship
and give further exposure to our sponsors who
suit this type of platform. We’ve also had a few
drivers suggesting it might be agood idea,
especially if we added in different circuits.”

Jordan extends BTCC stay until end of 2020

Andrew Jordan has committed
to the British Touring Car
Championship until the end of
2020 after inking a new deal
with his backer Pirtek.

Jordan had an existing
contract up until the end of
this term, butit has been
extended for three further
seasons to cover his activities
inthe BTCC.

“Iam delighted,” said the
28-year-old. “Pirtek has been
with me since I was 15 years
old in junior rallycross, and I

think that must make this one
of the longest running deals in
UK motorsport.

“It shows the value that the
BTCC offers too. We did look
around at other
championships just to see
where we were at, but there
was nothing else that offered
what the BTCC does. It works
for us and it works for Pirtek.”

Jordan has been confirmed at
the WSR team for a second
season in 2018 at the wheel of
his BMW 125i M Sport.

runon thetrack’sreversed layout.

timein the past year that the Scottish

with thereverselayout not used since
the 1990s before that.

Porsche star Oliphant
joins Ciceley for BICC

Jordan has fresh agreement wth Pirtek

Tom Oliphant will graduate to the
British Touring Car Championship
this season and will drive a Ciceley

Scott w111 head over to America

Briton Harrison Scott seals a switch to Pro Mazda

Euroformula Open champion
Harrison Scott will contest the Pro
Mazda Championship in 2018 with RP
Motorsport Racing.

The 2014 and 2017 McLaren
Autosport BRDC Award finalist will
continue with the Italian team that
took him to 12 Euroformula wins last
season, and will partner Lodovico
Lauriniin the American series.

“Last year was fantastic, but now we
will have to start again with the same
hunger for successes,” said Scott.

“We are aware that there will be a
lot of work to do because everything
will be new for us this season, but we
areready and determined to face this
new challenge.”

Elsewhere in America, BRDC
British F3 racer Jamie Chadwick
tested a USF2000 car at the
Homestead-Miami Speedway
with Benik.

The 19-year-old, who won the British
GT4 Championship in 2015, is looking
toreturn to the British F3 series in
2018 but admitted racing in America

could eventually be an option.

“It went really well and one of the
cool things in America is the circuits
are mega, it was like Rockingham on

steroids,” she said.

“I think racing in AmericaI’ve not
thought too much about previously
but more recently I’ve been looking at

what I can do this year.”

The 27-year-old, who was the 2015

drivealongside Adam Morgan, who
alsoremaining with the team for his
seventh yearinthe category.

for Ciceley Motorsport with Tom
joining Adam. We have two gifted

Tom was available we moved

“Tomis exactly the type of driverI

The May 12/13 event will be the second
circuit has held ameeting with the track

used in the opposite direction to usual,

TCR UK promoter Jonathan Ashman

Motorsport Mercedes-Benz A-Class.

Ginetta GT4 Supercup champion, has
finished fourth in the Porsche Carrera
Cup GBfor the last two seasons. He will

Team boss Russell Morgan, Adam’
father, said: “These are exciting times

youngdrivers. Assoon asIheard that

mountainsinour questtosign him. We
hadtopurchase the TOCA TBLlicence
by the November 30 and that really put

the pressure on us to conclude the deal.

want in my squad: professional in and

TCR UK set to run on reversed Knockhill track layout

The Knockhill round of TCR UK will be

said: “We think our drivers and teams
will look forward to the challenge —even
those drivers who’veraced there
regularly almost certainly won’t have
used the anti-clockwise circuit. I'm
grateful to the team at Knockhill for
their enthusiasm for what we know will
give competitors and fans plenty to talk
about when we head to Scotland.”

011phant will make BTCC debut

is outof the car and blisteringly fast. He
will be eligible for both the
Independents and the Jack Sears

S Trophy [which this year runs for
drivers who have yettoscorean
outright podium]. Iexpecthimtodo
wellin both. Although Tom hasno
front-wheel-drive experience, our cars
arevery well balanced and we have a
comprehensive pre-season test
schedulearranged.”

@Aiden Moffat, who drove the Laser
ToolsRacing A-Classlast season and
took an outright win at Donington
Park, hasyet to confirm his plans.
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Ratcliffe will
replace Morris

e

Double British GT champion Rick Parfitt
Jrwill be reunited with his 2013 GT4
title-winning team-mate Ryan Ratcliffe
inthenumber one Bentley this season.

Parfitt won last year’s GT3 title
alongside Seb Morrisin the Team
Parker Racing-run car, and Ratcliffe
comesinafterithad been announced
Morrisand Parfitt were parting ways.

Welshman Ratcliffe lifted the British
GT4crownalongside Parfittinan
Optimum Motorsport-run Ginetta G55
back in 2013, and will now attempt to
help himretain the GT3 honours.

forthis year ashe’slikemy surrogate
brother-weraced against each other

sothisisthenextstep,” said Parfitt.
“He’sareally rapid driver witha
wholelot of talent, hejusthasn’t quite

sofartoshowthat. At Team Parker we

styles will complement each other.”
Parfitt described the reunion asthe

start of hisnew “two-year plan to win

again” in British GT. With amultitude

“Teaming with Ryan was ano-brainer

in Ginetta GT5s and won GT4 together,

had therightenvironment around him

cannurture him and I know our driving

of factory drivers being confirmed in
GT3, Parfittand Ratcliffe stand as the
only Bronze-Silver-graded pairing so
far. Mostare Gold/Platinum and Bronze.

“Inever gointoaseason entertaining
the thought of winningthetitle,” added
Parfitt. “Igointo each yearjust wanting
todothebestIcan. Ryanand I will
develop moreasapairingand in British
GT consistency counts somuch.

“With somany high-rated drivers
cominginitislikely to getfeisty up
atthefront, which could play to our
advantage if we're boxingclever.”

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Mick Walker, David Archer — Kingsize Photograph

PARFITT AND RATCLIFFE

"

Theduoissettoracethesame Bentley
aslast year, with Parfitt sayinga switch
tothe new Continental GT3-beingused
by factory teams this year—is unlikely.
Customer teams won’t get thenew car
untilJune atthe earliest.

“Thenew Bentley looks and should
befantasticand we’re duetotestit, but
Idoubt we’'llactually raceit thisyear,”
said Parfitt. “If Ryan and Iarein thetitle
pictureit would be silly tochange as we
know the old Bentley will still be very
competitive. Then for 2019, who knows?
Butit would be great tohave thenew one.”

Howard claimed the title with the Beechdean squadin2013and’15

Beechdean is close to securing a British GT return

Former British GT
championship-winning
team Beechdean AMR is
close to confirminga
returntothe seriesin the
GT3 class, Motorsport
News understands.
Andrew Howard’s team
hasbeen a staple entry
into British GT since 2006,
and hasheld a strong
relationship with Aston

Martin for the last decade.
The squad ran Howard
tothe GT3titlein both 2013

and 2015, but withdrew
from the top class of the
serieslast year tofocus
onits Europeanracing
programmes in the
European Le Mans Series
and Le Mans 24 Hours.
Accordingto MN’s
sources, Beechdean isnow

close to formalising a deal
for abronze-graded driver
tojoin a platinum factory
driverin the team’s Aston
Martin Vantage GT3, but
an announcement was
pending as MN went to
press on Monday.

The team has already
begun a GT3testing
programme around
the UK and Europe.

Team BRIT take step towards Le Mans in GT4

Team BRIT has purchased an Aston
Martin Vantage GT4 as part of its next
step tobecome the first all-disabled
team to compete at Le Mans in 2020.

The team, which competed in Fun
Cuplast yearin a car with specially
modified controls, is set to compete in
anumber of events including British
GT, Creventic 24 Hours and the Aston
Martin Owners’ Club GT4 Challenge.

The squad is comprised mostly
of ex-servicemen usingracingas
arehabilitation tool, but midway
through 2017 the team also began
taking on non-servicemen with
disabilities as well.

The Vantage will feature special
hand controls, and will be able to
switch between conventional and
hand controls depending on the driver.

They have beeninstalled and runon

the car, and they will be tested twice
beforeamediaday at Brands Hatch
on February 23, where the car will
be demonstrated on-track for the
firsttime.

“It’saBritish team, British race
car and British engineering,” said
Dave Player, Team BRIT founder.
“We'rereally proud that we’re setting
the standard [with hand controls]
movingforward.”

Thedrivers duetocompeteinthe
GT carare Warren Mackinlay, James
Hill, Martyn Compton, Jamie Falvey,
James Russell and Ash Hall.

Playeradded: “It’sa group of sixand
it will be the ones who progress the
best whowill stayinthe car.”

The team will continue torun two
carsin the Fun Cup Championship
alongside its GT commitments.

Team BRIT founder Player says the GT4 Aston Martinis the next step inLe Mans bid
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Ex-BTCC man Kerry signs
up to BMW Car Club Series

Former British Touring Car
Championship racer Rick Kerry
has signed up to the new-for-2018
BMW Car Club Racing Series.

The 2005 and 2006 Kumho BMW
champion from Ipswich has a BMW
1 Series with an E46 M3 engine,
in which he will contest the new
14-race series that shares with the
750 Motor Club, Aston Martin
Owners’ Club and Castle Combe
Racing Club. The organisers have
deferred championship status
until 2019.

“The treaded tyres keeps the
costs down and the power-to-
weight ratios are slightly higher
than the Kumho Championship
used to be, but achievable,” said
Kerry. “There will be alot of
BMW enthusiasts watching
theracing asit’s affiliated to the
BMW Car Club and I think it’s
nice to do something different.

“I’m a person who thinks
motorsport should be as even as
possible. You should have competitive
motorsport and I think that’s what
they are trying to achieve.”

The category is aimed mostly at
production-spec vehicles, while
the power-to-weight ratio aims
tolimit the advantage of big
budget operations.”

The new series shares four events
with the 750MC, where it will offer
entrants inits 330 Challenge and
M3 Cup discounted entries to
attempt to boost grids.

Hingeley also tested a GP3 car

Ben Hingeley makes
Hitech Euro F3 step

BRDC British F3frontrunner
Ben Hingeley will graduate to
the European Formula 3 series
with Hitech GP this season.

The 20-year-old will join last
year’s British F3 champion, Enaam
Ahmed, and former GP3race
winner, Alex Palou, for the campaign
which beginson May 12in Pau.

Hingeley had tested a GP3 car with
Jenzer Motorsport before choosing
tograduate to European F3.

“We did the GP3 test which went
really well and we were looking quite
positivefor that,” said Hingeley, 2015
Formula Jedichampion.

“Then Oliver [Oakes, team
principal] from Hitech said they
were testing over the next couple
of weeksand tocome along.

“They’re[GP3and European F3]
both very good championships, the
only bigdownside of GP3isthetrack
time. Beingon the F1 programme
youdon’thavealotof track time.”
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Dorlin (1) and Rowbottomreturn
Rowhottom, Epps and
Dorlin to UK Clio Cup 0 —H = .
mevewesevidll Porsche GB junior driver secured funding for two years__ s
Mike Epps, Renault UK Clio Cup el _ -
race winner James Dorlin and f h . nnto Porsche gl' Id
regular podium finisher Dan Three of the five
Rowbottom will all race in Porsche GB Junior
the Clio Cup this season. finalists will be on
Epps, who finished 17th in the Carrera Cup grid
the BTCC standings last year this year with Esmee
driving a Team Hard VW CC, Hawkey the latest
will make his debut in the to commit.
Clio Cup this year with new The 19-year-old will
team Matrix Motorsport. race for the returning
Epps said: “It makes complete GT Marques squad that
sense for me to step over from last contested the series
the BTCC this season. Having in 2016 and finished
looked at various opportunities, runner-up in the
the Matrix Motorsport standings with Dino
operation, its plans for the @ Zamparelli. Hawkey
future and the potential of ; has strong links with
the team really stood out.” the team having
Meanwhile, 2016 Michelin Clio , Y competed with GT
Series champion Dorlin will ’ Marques in a Porsche
remain with the Westbourne / Cayman Clubsport
squad in the series after taking f GT4in the GT Cup
two wins in his rookie season. Global lLogistics for the past two years.
“I’mreally confident we will She joins the chosen
bein the fight for the title - Junior, Dan Harper, and
2017 was amassive learning George Gamble in the
curve but we still exceeded our ~ category this season.
expectations with the two wins,” v This isin contrast to the
said Dorlin. “Westbourne SR T '\:\ ¢ DN HARPER / previous Scholarship
and myself now want to put _l'lelp from Tandy Hﬂ'ﬁf 5 i | <= in2016 when only
everything we learnt together - : O«- the winner Charlie L
last year to very good use : < Eastwood endedup =
this season.” . ByStephen Lickorish factory driver Nick Tandy asits ~ I’vegotalotof thingstolearn the most potential. Ina way 2 joining the Carrera
Elsewhere, Rowbottom has | bossbeing the decidingfactor. frommylast yearin Ginettas they’ve done the hard work Cup grid.
joined the frontrunning Team Porsche GB juniordriver “I'think abigpartis soitwillbealongand steep forusinidentifyingsomeone “I’vereally enjoyed
Pyro squad for this year after Dan Harper has joined Nick Tandy because of his learning curve but hopefully with such talent. racing the Cayman and
finishing fifth for his family the JTRteam forthe experienceand whereheisasa towards the second half of the “It’sa great opportunity for have learned so much
DRM team last term. He has Carrera Cup thisyear. Porsche manufacturer driver, season we will score some good JTRtoprogressfrom what we w. aboutdrivingaGT car,”
been tipped by reigning Clio The 17-year-old was selected soIthink they have thatto offer results and see where that puts did last year by getting someone said Hawkey. “The
champion Mike Bushell as a title last November asthe driver over every otherteam,” said usinthechampionship.” of Dan’s potential on board. ultimate goal for
contender and has begun testing toreceive £85,000 towards his Harper. “Heknows how todrive Tandy added: “Porsche has “Wereally have high hopes me was to step up to
with the team at Barcelona. budget for two yearsin the acarsoif there’sany problems been very impressed with for him and Ithink myself and Carrera Cup asit’s such
Pyroboss Mark Hunt said: “He series, along with receiving hecanalwaysjumpinthecar Danandhe’sonly 17. We took theteam can help him geton acompetitive series and
is definitely capable of winning support from Porsche. He has andcantakemeunderhiswing. interestin himstraightaway thepacestraightaway.” Ifirsttesteda911 GT3
it. If he can get some wins and now chosen to drive for JTR “It’sabout gettingasmuch because Porsche has selected Additionalreporting by Cup with GT Marques
consistent top three finishes with the squad having Porsche experienceaspossiblethisyear. himasthe youngdriver with Gary Watkins at the end of 2016.”
he can win the championship.
He’s more mature now and
improved alot last year.”

Twelve rounds for Jaguar Saloons and GTs in reduced calendar

TheJaguar Saloonand GT butracingat Castle Combe Smitheram added: “The CSCC
Championship willruna instead, offering 12 rounds andthe JEChasalwayshadan
reduced calendarin 2018. throughout the season. excellent workingrelationship
The championship featured TerryDye, the JEC’sracing andthathasn’tchanged. This
16roundsacrosseightrace manager, said: “We'renotgoing isthe20th year of JECRacing,
weekendslast season, seven anywhere exotic this yearand 15 of which have been with
of which were organised by have organised Castle Combe the CSCC.
the Classic Sports Car Club. ourselves. We’llalsoruna “They’redoingarace
This year only five meetings tripleheader with the CSCC with Castle Combe rather
willrunalongside the CSCC, atDonington Park asthat than usand then we’re doing
with the Jaguar Enthusiasts’ cuts down on expenses and atriple header for them
. Club also droppingits we can craminmoreraces.” rather than offeringthem
Jaguar Saloon and GT Championship will visit Castle Combe and five CSCC meetings,but not Zandvoort additionalroundatZandvoort Director of the CSCC David anotherround.”

Britcar Ginetta switch for Woodard as series makes driver rule changes

Woodard Racing will return
toBritcar this season with a
Ginetta G55 instead of the Mini
R56 which had previously been
used by the team.

The car will compete in the
Endurance championship with
driver Daniel Woodard remaining
with the team and joined by
American Freddy Niblack.

David Birrell, who raced

Woodard Racing will use
Ginetta G55 instead of Mini

with the team in Britcar last
year, will also race with Woodard
Racing but his exact plans have
yet to befinalised.

Britcar will also introduce
changestoits driver classification
system this season to ensure
its Endurance and Sprint
championships remain
attractive to amateurs.

All competitors will berated as

Pro,ProAmor Ambya
committee thatincludes
experienced drivers Martin
Short and Warren Gilbert.
Professionals are not eligible
todrive soloin 50-minute races
or for more than 60 per cent of
two-hour races. The new Pro Am
category means that thereisno
requirement to be paid to be
considered as a professional.
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Frem:hman resists lotterer for secnml Formula E vn:tory in SalltI?"ll By Scott Mitchell

VERGNE FEELS'TH
HEATINCHILE: ~

~ '”‘;A\

Win means Vergne now leads the FE standings

RESULTS

ROUND 4Where:Santiago, Chile (CHL)When:February 3

Laps: 31 Distance:56.781 miles
POS | DRIVER ICAR
Jean-Eric Vergne (FRA) |Techeetah
Andre Lotterer (GER)  |Techeetah +1.154s
Sebastien Buemi (SWI) |Renaulte.dams |+1.959s
FelixRosenqyist (SWE) [MahindraRacing |+2.793s
SamBird (GBR) DS Virgin Racing |+4.490s
Nelson PiquetJr (BRA) |Jaguar +6.364s
Mitch Evans (NZL) Jaguar +7.099s
Jerome d’Ambrosio (BEL) |DragonRacing  |+13.308s
Antonio Felixda Costa(POR) |Andretti +14.811s

|ITIME
1h01m24.514s

Championship
(after4/12 rounds)

1 |Vergne 71

Nicolas Prost (FRA)

Renault e.dams

+21.092s

Tom Blomqvist (GBR)

Andretti

+32.924s

Luca Filippi (ITA)

NIO

+44.127s

POS |DRIVER |PTS

Edoardo Mortara (ITA)

Venturi

+49.398s

Rosenqyist |66

Oliver Turvey (GBR)

NIO

+1m12.282s

Bird 61

AlexLynn (GBR)

DS Virgin Racing

26laps/mechanical

Buemi 37

Nick Heidfeld (GER)

Mahindra Racing

23 laps/damage

Piquet 33

Lucas di Grassi (BRA)

Audi Sport Abt

21 laps/powerloss

Mortara 24

Daniel Abt (GER)

Audi Sport Abt

11 laps/suspension

Evans 21

Jose Maria Lopez (ARG)

Dragon Racing

0 laps/collision

Heidfeld |21

Maro Engel (GER)

Venturi

0 laps/collision

Lotterer 18
Abt 12

| Pole: Vergne 1m19.161s (69.80mph).Winner’s average speed 55.484mph.
- | Fastest lap Bird 1m20.235s (68.86mph).

_§
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Vergne held off
late pressure

ean-Eric Vergne
leaptintothelead of
the FormulaE title
racewithavictoryin
Santiago that suggests
heisnowready toput
together acomplete
championship challenge.

Ittook the ex-Formula 1 driver
3lracestowinin FE,aseriesin
which he claimed pole position on
hisdebut. Then, intheearlyraces
of the2017/18 season, he was only
ontheperiphery of thelead battle,
offeringno validation of his Montreal
success. Until last weekend, it looked
like a one-off.

In Santiago, ontheseries’ maiden
trip to Chile, he produced an assured
drivein very tricky circumstances.
Under extreme pressure from team-
mate Andre Lotterer and facinga
communications blackoutand
energy-related misunderstanding,
Vergne was flawless.

A set-up breakthrough after
intense work in therookie testin
Marrakech with the experienced
James Rossiter and Frederic

e Lotterer finished second after hounding team-:

Makowieckiboosted Techeetah’s
performance, while Vergne claimed
theteamalsodiscovered “wehad
suspension that was basically not
workinginsome corners”.

Another poleduly arrived in
Santiago, and thistimeit was
converted into victory.

Thistime, Vergne managed to win
indifficult circumstances under
which he would probably have wilted
if faced with in previous seasons.
Lotterer was aggressively pursuing
afirstwin afteratryingstarttohis
rookie season, and Vergne was
hampered by a pair of problems.

“My energy management system
was sayingIneededtosavealot
moreenergy tofinish therace [it
was suggestingheneeded an extra
lap’sworth],” hesaid.

“Iwasseeing Andre coming
massively quickerinastraightline,
soIthoughtat firsthe wasnever
goingtofinish therace. Iwas pushing
very hardin the corners,nearly
hitthe wall twice, and then Ilost
communication completely with
theteam.

mate Vergne

“Hetried toattack meonthe
outside, flat. I was thinking there
wasno way he would finish therace,
butactually I was savingone more
lap [of energy] thanhim.”

Vergne was asittingduck ashe
lifted and coasted at the end of
twolongstraights, with Lotterer
attackingon several occasionsinto
theheavy brakingzone of Turns3,
atightright-hander. Twice he drew
alongside histeam-mate on the
wrongline, but the most dramatic
moment came when Vergne moved
across todefendjust as Lotterer,
with a significant closing speed,
had committed to tryingtodive
down theinsidelate on the brakes.

Lotterernailed histeam-mate
squareintherear, but somehow the
two connected cars-both with locked
wheels-stayed out of the barriers.
Vergne was arguably too aggressive
in hisdefence and Lotterer certainly
thought so, but he should be given the
benefit of the doubt because of the
closing speed.

Inthepast, Vergne hasslippedinto
anerratic, almost desperate, stylein

Another non-

finish has dented Lucas di Grassi’s title ambitions

stubborn defence of a position,
whichisaninefficient use of time
and energy. There was norepeat
hereand hisenergy useremained
consistentevenin theface of rising
pressure. Vergneretained hisfocus,
and won therace with almostan
entirelap’senergy remaining. As
hepointed out: “Itmeans even more
for me to win knowingIhad one more
lap of energyinthecar.”

Ontheevidence of Santiago,
Lotterer hasalsofound hisfeet.
Second place meant he scored his
first FE points finish in emphatic
fashion after a difficult baptism with
anincident-filled Hong Kongdebut
and thenretirementin Marrakech.

He put theimprovement down
tothe set-up work by the teamin
the Marrakech rookie testand
significant simulator work for
himself —plus thefact that Santiago
wasnew to everybody, sohe was
startingone step fewer behind
hisrivals.

Techeetah’s 1-2finish was the first
by any teamin the series’ history, and
afineachievementgivenitisthe only

customer operationinthe
championship. That the works
Renaultof Buemihadtoclingon
tothefinal place on the podium—
another FE record, as one powertrain
manufacturerlocked out the rostrum
—shows that the privateerisdoinga
betterjobthanthefactorye.dams
outfitat present,and Buemi knowsit.

Buemi qualified second but slipped
behind Lotterer at the startand then
tofourth when Nelson Piquet Jr
launched his Jaguar around the
outside of the first corner from
fifth on the grid. Buemi eventually
overhauled theinaugural champion,
whoretaliated with alate dive into
Turn3-andended up needingto
find reverse down the escape road.

A chargingdrive from therecovering
Felix Rosenqvist, who only qualified
14th after a set-up mistake, and Sam
Bird meant Buemi’s focus became
securing third, rather than attacking
the warring Techeetahs.

Renault’s problems palein
comparison to those suffered by
the works Audi team and reigning
champion Lucas di Grassi. A fourth
successive non-score makes di Grassi
the only full-time driver this season
who hasfailed to score a pointsofar.
With Audi team principal Allan
McNish admittingtheteam
currently did not understand the
cause, havingarrived in Santiago
optimisticaninverter change
would solve hisrun of unreliability,
there will be plenty of head-
scratchingin Germany as Audi
bidstorescueitsseason.

“Thetitleisnotin my mind atthe
moment,” said di Grassi. “Even if
wemanage to score points now, if the
carisn’treliableinthenextracesthe
titleisimpossible to fight for.”
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Historic trials driver

He’s alwaysrallied

“I retired in July from working on
transmissions for JCB and I'm
loving every minute of being retired.
| started rallying by navigating in
1968 andsol've beenarounda
long time. I've still got the famous
Morris Marina with the Honda
S$2000 engine, which | blew up
onMulltwoyears ago. | haven't
repairedityet but it is sitting in the
shed waiting to be fixed.”

Achancegothim

into trials

“Mike Harris, the scrutineer, came
overtolog book the Marinawhen
Iwas building itand he'd got this
Renford trials car that had never
been finished. He asked if | could
doit, solfinished the Marina and
then did the trials car. Ihadagoin
itand thought ‘l could do this!™

He doeshistoric
sportingtrials

“Sporting trials are great fun. It

is the blackest blackart I've ever
done. Itis acomplete change
from going rallying and being flat-
out everywhere to this, where
sometimes you are going as
slowasyoucan, but just

keeping moving.”

Trialling is greatvalue
formoney

“Ido the historic events and | do the
Northern Phoenix championship in
anewer car. | did 18 rounds of the
northern championship last year
anditcostme less thanitdid to do
the Mull Rally. Whenyou are on
apension, itmakesahuge
difference. Tyres are £42 each
and will lastyou all year. It's about
economics but it's also about
having fun and enjoyingiit.”

HealsohasanAnglia
“The Ford AngliaI've rallied is also
sitting inthe shed. It started off
witha 1300cc crossflow and
ended up witha 190bhp 1600cc
Toyota engine. | did the Wales Rally
GB National eventin 2011 and
that was the Anglia’s last ever rally.
But I've got another bodyshell so
that's another projectand I'll not
be bored inretirement.”

He hopestorallyagain
“My rallying is in abeyance at the
moment but|'d love to goand do
Mullagain in the Marina because

I do think we can geta good result
up there. I'd like to do the Isle of
Man again and so there is some
unfinished business. Butitis all
about time and money.”

Storrar: Historic Trials fan

Natmnal racmg

lie
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Williams was a works |
driver in the Colt

By Paul Lawrence

Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams
has announced his
retirement fromracing after
acareer spanning 60 years.
Williams, who will be 80in
November, will step down
fromracingbut will remain
involved in the sport through
hisroles withanumber of
clubsand organisations.
“I'vehadabloody good time

Iegend fetiresy _

racing,” hesaid. “It’sallI’ve
everreally doneandI've got
huge memories. ButI've gotto
be sensible.Istill want to put
somethingback into the sport
thathas given mesomuch.”
His career started at Prescott
insummer 1957, after racing
kartsfor several years. His
firstrace was at Rufforth on
Easter Sunday 1960ina Morris
Minor. Barrie competed in
races, rallies, sprintsand

hillclimbs and scored amajor
success when he won the 1964
Welsh Rally in his Mini Cooper,
which was hisfirst experience
of forestrallying.

Heraced saloon cars through
the 1970s and won many fans
with hisextrovertstyle,inand
outof the car,and sublime car
control. He was a works driver
for Colt [Mitsubishi]in the
BTCCand won aseries of
one-make titlesin the 1980s.

for Donington’

F2 headlines festival, below

In 1986 Barrie made his debut
inhistoricracingand overthe
last25yearshe competed
extensively in historics. |

Heraced ERAs, Jaguar
C-types, BRMsand much
moreand wasaregular
Goodwood Revival winner.

Butnow hehasdecided to
retire. “Iraced every year for
nearly 60 yearsandit wasa
way of life, butnow itistime
tostop,” hesaid.

Rare Connew will be on display

One-time F1 starter to he a highlight at Race Retro show

After more than 40 yearsin headed by Peter Connew,
storage, the one-off Connew who had been a designer
Formula 1 car will be on for Team Surtees.

show in public at Race Retro
on February 23-25.

The 1972 car was designed
and built by a team of three,

It started only one grand
prix, the 1972 Austrian, in the
hands of Francois Migaultand
was later stored at Connew’s

home. Finally the original
team of Connew, Barry
Boor and Roger Doran set
aboutrestoringthe carand
theresult of more than two
year’s work will be shown at
RaceRetro.

Icon Rohrl to return to

Ulster for celebration

Germanrally ace Walter Rohrl will
reprise hisdominant win on the 1984
Ulster Rally when heis the star guest
atthe Titanic Deja Vu Ulster Rally
reunion on Saturday September 1.

Theeventisbeingruntoraise
money for charity by the Deja Vu
Motorsport organisation and will
honour one of thefinestdrivesin
Irishrallyinghistory.

Thirty-four years ago Rohrland
Christian Geistdorfer blasted their
Group B Audi quattro S4 overthe
Antrim, Down and Fermanagh
stagesto crush the oppositionon
the Ulster Rally. They defeated the
two-wheel-drive Opel Mantas of
Russell Brookes and Jimmy McRae
by over four minutes.

Rohrlheads a cavalcade of historic
rally cars over famous Antrim stages
such as Glen Dunn and Torr Head.
Rohrl will be then joined by many of
his contemporariesatagaladinner
in Titanic Belfast on Saturday.

Photo: Russ Otwa

Bryan Bouffiex won the Boucles de Bastogne in
aFord Escort Mk2 over the weekend.The new
M-SportWRC signing triumphed in the biggest
historic rally in Belgium.Meanwhile, local hero
Thierry Neuville wowed the fans in his Opel Corsa.

Combe ready to
celebrate GT40

The seventh Castle Combe
Autumn Classic, scheduled
for October 6, will celebrate
50 years of the Ford GT40
andits circuit heritage
withlocalracer Ron Fry.
Several GT40s will take
partin demonstration
sessions alongside other
cars from the 95-year
_ history of Le Mans.
Bath garage owner Ron
¢ Fryracedtwo GT40sinthe
1960s, carrying his ‘RON 54’
number plate, and they were
among very few GT40s to
race at the Wiltshire track.
Hisracing career and close
links with Castle Combe will
be afeature of the event.
The event will alsomark
the 65th anniversary of the
lastrace at the circuit for
Stirling Moss when his F2
Cooper flipped at Quarry.

WORLD RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP GOES ELECTRIC
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‘Derek Bell Trophy

F2 tops Festival

The HSCC'’s Derek Bell Trophy
will have a prime race slot atthe
Donington Historic Festival (May
4-6) during a calendar that also
includes races on the Silverstone
and Brands Hatch GP circuits. For
the first time, the DBT pack will
race atthe prestigious Donington
event with 25-minuteraceson
Saturday and Sunday after
qualifying on Friday.

Goodwood Ferraris
Anew race for pre-'66 road-going
sportsand GT cars, named in honour
of Maranello Concessionaires founder
Colonel Ronnie Hoare, will feature
atthe 76th Members’ Meeting at
Goodwood in March. Hoare was
best known for running Ferraris in
period and several 27GTB/Cs are
expected on the grid for the opening
race of the weekend.

Theo’s car forsale
The Austin A35 HRDC Academy
car built for TV dragon Theo
Paphitis will go up for sale with
Silverstone Auctions atthe Race
Retro sale on February 23.The
A35, builtin 2016, was used
forthe celebrity race at the
Silverstone Classic last July and
has an estimated sale price of
between £18,000 and £22,000.

Welch honoured
Austin Healey ace Jeremy Welch has
been presented with the ‘spirit of the
series’ award from the organisers of
the GT and Sports Car Cup. Welch
has contested all barone GTSCCrace
since the series was created in 2007
and has won the overall drivers' title
three times, most recently with
co-driver Martyn Corfieldin 2016.

Busy Donington

The 2018 Donington Historic
Festival will feature 14 grids over
three days, taking in some of the
UK’s leading historic categories.
The races range from the Mad
Jack Trophy for Pre-War Sports
Carsto the opening races of the
season for the Super Touring
Trophy. Racing will run throughout
Saturday and Sunday after
qualifying on Friday.

Retallick swap

With regular driver Eliot Retallick
recovering from a shoulder injury

Tim Tugwellis lining up areplacement
driver for his newly-built Hillman
Avenger on Rally North Wales. The
likely candidate is Tim's brother Mark
foracarthat replaces the Avenger
written off on the Isle of Man last
September. The Tugwell bothers
rallied togetherregularly inthe 1980s.

Durling’s trial
Formula Junior racer and long-
time trials driver Simon Durling
made his first historic sporting
trials appearance fortwo years at
Sywell on Sunday in his Kincraft.
With fellow racer and former
hillclimber Mark Goodyear as
passenger, their day was cut
short by clutch failure after only
acouple of hills. More outings
are planned.

Friend’s silverware
Ben Friend collected a haul of

awards at the annual BHRC dinneron
Saturday including the championship’s
special award for the most entertaining
driver. The East Anglian, co-driven by
Cliffy Simmons, was aregular giant-
killer in his Ford Escort Mk2.

PAGE 29
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IRON OUT CARFLA

French team in crunch test ahead of Rally Sweden challenge

ByDavid Evans

This week will be crucial to
Citroen’s chances of victory at
Rally Sweden as the French team
runs a four-day testin an effort
to bring lastyear’s wayward
winter-spec C3 WRC into line.

The2017Rally Sweden was one
of Citroen’slowlightsasboth Kris
Meekeand Craig Breen struggled to
keepthe C3 WRContheroad. Breen
finished fifth, almost three minutes
off the pace while Meekeran as high
as third before going off theroad in
Vargasen and endingthe event 12th.
Neither driver was able tofind any
confidence with the car, which was
pronetosnap oversteer on theentry
tocorners. This week istheteam’s
firsttestin Swedish conditions
sincelast year.

Citroen technical director
Christophe Besseis confident
advances made with the C3’s set-up
in low-grip conditions—specifically
inthetransmission and suspension—
will help with next week’s second
WRCround of the season.

Bessetold MN: “Weimproved the
gravel car, so we should havea car
that’s better on snow. But [this week]
weneed to find the good set-up for
this car, which is completely different

fromlast year’s car on snow.”

Asked if he was confident four days
of testing would be enough to dial the
C3WRCin, Bessereplied: “I'msureit
willnot be enough, butit’salwaysa
compromiseif you put every thought
ononerallyit’snotagood thing. We
havetobereasonable, it’sonerally on
this surface, so we give four daysand
then we work more on gravel. But we
hope we will beable to do our bestin
these four days, we need to be efficient
anddoabetterjobthanlastyear.”

Breen reiterated Besse’s point
aboutthe car’shikein speed ondirt,
adding: “The carimprovedaloton
gravel, so we can justhopethatit’s
thesameonthesnow. AtRally GB
lastyear the conditions werereally
tricky and the car was working well,
but Sweden’s a different ball game—
we’lljusthave towaitand see.”

Meeke and Breen get one and a half
day’stestingeach, with the fourth
day setaside for Mads Ostberg.

Ostbergjoins Citroen for whatis,
atthemoment, aone-off returnto
the Parisian squad. The Norwegian
tackled—and won-Saturday’s
FinnskogRally in his own Ford
Fiesta WRC asa warm-up for next
week’s Rally Sweden.

“Ican’t wait,” Ostbergtold MN. “It
was good to do that event [Finnskog],

Besse:confidentin caradvances

itgotmeinto the speed and the
conditions. It’sreally exciting to
beback with Citroen andit’sso
important for me tomake the most
of theday of testing I will get.
Ineedtolearnalot.”

Despite dominating the World Rally
Championship for almosta decade,
snow rallies were Citroen’s Achilles
heel. Sebastien Loeb won Rally
Sweden and Rally Norway once,
butby the nine-time champion’s
ownadmission, hedidn’t winin
Sweden on pace.

Citroenhasn’t celebrated in
Karlstad since Loeb’s 2004 success,
which came after Markko Martin
broke awheel on his Ford FocusRS
WRC, relinquishinga 22-second
leadlatein the second day.

INSIGHT: HOW GOOD WAS WRC ALL LIVE?

Kris Meeke is looking for an upturn .

Citroen chief sets podium target for C3 WRC

Citroen chief executive
officer Linda Jackson
wants to see a C3 WRC
on the podium for
every round of
this year’s World
Rally Championship.
Jackson said
consistency was the
key to Citroen’s season
this year as she looks
torebuild the brand’s
spectacular sporting

success of a decade ago.

Jackson said: “I'm
not going to say how
many wins we want
or anything like that,
but what I will say is
the two wins and one
podium we achieved
last year is not enough.
Iwant to see the team
on the podium on every
round. That’s what
the team who won the
championship did
last year and that’s
what we have to do
this year.”

Jackson echoed PSA
Group CEO Carlos

Tavares’ feelings about
budget productivity
and efficiency rather
than focusing on
the size of budget
available. But she
added she was
delighted with new
team principal Pierre
Budar’s startin Monte
Carlo, where Kris
Meeke finished fourth.
“Pierre wasright
in the middle of his
team,” she said.
“He has a strong
management style
that will give the team
confidence and that’s
what we need.
“Trouble is, when
you’ve been so
successful [as Citroen
has]it’sahardact to
follow. If we’d only
been mediocre in the
past, it would be easier,
but we’ve dominated.
But there are no doubts
about Pierre’s passion,
commitment and
ability - we have great

team spirit at Citroen.
Everybody wants to
win so badly.

“There was a lot of
pressure on us last year
and it would have been
quite arrogant to think
we could come and win
in our first year back.
Another issue was the
technical issues as we
learned alot about how
the carreacts and then
we chopped and
changed [our line-up].
Drivers like serenity
and stability.”

Asked if that meant
she disagreed with
Yves Matton’s decision
toreplace Meeke at
Rally Poland, she
told MN: “What’s to
be gained by going
back on last year?I
could always say
yes or always say no,
hindsight’s a great
thing, butit’s
irrelevant now.

We’re looking
forward to 2018.”
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‘World RX will

become electrified’
Big rule change ahead, p29

Block has been
in World RX

= KenBlock could return
tothis year’s World Rally
Championship as partof his
revamped programme with
Ford Performance.

Block’s Ford-backed
Hoonigan Racing Division
pulled out of World Rallycross
attheend of last season and is
currently considering options
for the comingyear. Selected
eventsathomein Americaare
likely for the gymkhana star,
buta WRCreturnisalso being
talked about at Ford’s USbase
in Dearborn, Detroit.

Ford Performance global
director Mark Rushbrook
told MN: “Ken’s been a great
partner and we continue that
relationship. We’re definitely
goingtosee Ken Blockina
Ford through this year.”

Asked about the chances
of areturnto WRC action,
Rushbrook added: “There’s
definitely some consideration

for that, but there stillneeds
tobe some work tomake it
happen. Kenisafabulous
driver;I’vebeeninthe
passenger seat with him and
T'vegotalotof belief in him
behind the wheel and he has
alotof social media reach for
us. Therelationship works.”

Block hasrecently acquired
two of Ford’s most sought-after
rally carsin thefirm’s WRC
history. Heisexpected toruna
1993 Ford Escort RS Cosworth
inoriginal Group A trim at
some point this year, while he
hasrebuiltagenuine GroupB
RS200for theroad.

“We’re happy tosee Kenin
Ford heritage cars,” added
Rushbrook. “We wouldn’'t want
ittobeallheritage,itneedsto
beamixof oldand new.”

Block said: “Tamintendingon
headingback outinto the woods
todosomestageralliesin 2018
and the Escortisone of the

Stunmng road- gomg Ford RS200 will not be rallied

vehiclesIplanonracingon
gravel. I'm very excited about
it.I’'vealwaysloved these cars
and my team director Derek
Dauncey finally found one
forme thatfitsthe exact
specifications of whatIwas
looking for. I'm stoked about
itand I'mreally looking
forward toracingthisbeast.”
The RS200, however, won’t be
rallied any time soon.
“I'msuchafanof stage
rallying,” said Block. “The

Group B eraisso 1mp0rtant
and thisismy favourite car.
Igetaskedalot which car’s
my favourite, and thisisit.”
Block’s biggest WRC
programme was nineroundsin
2011, two of which he finished in
thetop10inaFiestaRSWRC.
Sincethen, hehas competed on
one-off events, buthasn’tbeen
seeninthe WRCsince Spainin
2014. He has always admitted he
wanted toreturn and see more
actionataworldrally level.

WRC Promoter pledges to iron out the kinks with its new All Live streaming service

WRC Promoter managing
director Oliver Ciesla says his
firm is committed to answering
every piece of feedback
following the launch of the
World Rally Championship’s
All Live service.

All Live offersrally fans
the chance to stream every
stage of the WRC live for €9
(£7.90) per month. The service,
used for the first time on the
Monte Carlo Rally last month,
was successful -but MN
received correspondence
from some fans who struggled
to getit working.

Onereader, Andrew Bodman,
described the service as

Matton has joined the FIA

‘disastrous’in aletter of
complaint to Ciesla.

Bodman said: “After
watching afew competitors
through stage nine on
Saturday, the connection
was lostand Ireceived the
message ‘An unknown
error hasoccurred’.

“Stage times and results
were not available on your
WRC website even by Saturday
afternoon, although the
problem had been identified
on Thursday. The Automobile
Club de Monaco had no
problem in showing stage
timesforitsrally.”

Cieslasaid the overwhelming

feedback in his office was
positive, but his team would
be working further to improve
the service.

Cieslasaid: “The market has
shown that we delivered what
the fans want. We looked at
some of the comments, but
we couldn’tfind any system
failures at our end in terms of
All Live. But we will work for
the perfect servicein Sweden.”

Onthe timingissues, Ciesla
added: “Startingin Monte
Carlo with night stagesin
the mountains, thisis a beast,
but thisis the timing supplier
chosen by the FIA’s tender

process so we have confidence.”

MN contacted the WRC’s
new Australian-based timing
and tracking firm, Status
Awareness Systems (SAS). SAS
managing director Stephen
Sims told MN: “Unfortunately,
WRC.com’s systems and ours
were not integrated correctly,
and a huge amount of traffic
from the spectating public
was forwarded to our servers.
Atmore than three-million
requests per hour, the public-
facing API wasnever
designed nor intended for
thisand became overloaded.
We’ve worked with WRC.com
toensure that the situation
isn’trepeated.”

New FIA man Matton says he needs time to find rallying flaws

Nextweek’s Rally Sweden
will be Yves Matton’s first
eventas FIA rally director.
Matton takes over from Jarmo
Mahoneninajob which will
encompass every aspect of
rallyingfor the governingbody.
Matton admitted he needed time
toidentify which areas of thejob
needed themost attention.
“Thebiggest challengeisto

beabletochange my view
onthings,” said Matton.
“Previously I wasonly one
part of the championship,
butnow I'm involved with
them all and the main part
of the challenge willbe to
understand what all of the
stakeholders want.
“Iknow some of the
championships, [I've been]

involved with the Middle East
and European [Championship],
butThavetogoandseethem
andthenmaybelcansetupa
strategy, but wearealong way
fromthat.Ineed tohaveamore
global view. But thisjobis

rally director not World Rally
Championship director. WRC
isreally important, but Iwill
notbeoneveryevent.”
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GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS

“Fear not: I’ll
sort the Rally
GB route”

s | sit and type this column,
Wales Rally GB co-ordinator
Andrew Kellitt is toiling over
the route for Britain’s biggest
rally. Andrew, | have two
words for you: be brave.

Within the confines of Offa’s Dyke, you have the
nearest thing possible to a clean sheet of paper. In
fact, AK, take a break. Get out of the office, head for
the hills, leave the route to me. I'll sort it.

Right, where to start? Bull by the horns from the
outset, get event managing director Ben Taylor on
the blower and he can rattle some cagesin
Manchester. We'll have the start at Media City on
Thursday night. If anybody's up for it, we could
investigate the potential for a superspecial
somewhere around the city, otherwise straight back
to Deeside for an early night.

Friday. Leave while it's dark and head east for
Clocaenog and a 10-mile pre-dawn loosener. Up
the A5 and into Penmachno for the first time, then on
to Gwydir. I'm toying with the idea of sticking a stage
down the A4086, a stretch known locally as
Llanberis Pass. It really is some piece o' road that
one, but!'llleave it up to you, Andrew. Realise it
might not be in keeping with the rest of the rally.

Either way, let's head for another Gwydir stage
abit further north than the first one. Then it's west
back to Cloc to start that loop again. Admittedly,
that last bit of road section could get a bit fiddly, so
my recommendation would be to make it plot ‘n’
bash and just give the chaps some co-ordinates
once they're out of Gwydir 2. Again, your call.

And when they've finished that second loop, it's
allthe way down the A470 to Coed-y-Brenin. For
one day only, cyclists won't be allowed to own this
stretch of magnificent woodland. And then let's go
over the road to the other stage, the name of which
escapes me, but| do remember spectating there
on the Cambrian. It might have been the Audi Sport.
Either way, | stood on the startline and remember it
being the first time I'd watched my wellies freeze.

After that, now that it's completely dark again,
we'd better go back to Deeside for service. Oops,
forgot about a midday service! Do we need one?
Not really. Let's have a tyre zone — we could do it
at Zip World just north of Betws.

Now, Saturday. This is when the route really gets
going. A couple of hours' sleep is all that's needed
and then it's a straight run through Aberhirnant,
Dyfnant, Hafren, Sweet Lamb, Myherin. Now, here's
the interesting bit, we head to Aberystwyth for arest
halt. Rememberthose? Give the crews four hours
off. No service, but they can go to McDonalds.

After that, two loops of Dyfi, Gartheiniog and
Pantperthog. Before reversing Myherin, Sweet
Lamb, Hafren, Dyfnant and Aberhirnant (don't
forget to remind our brilliant marshals to turn
the arrows around — we don't want anybody
getting confused now...).

Service is optional on that road over the top out
of Hafren. It's always blowing a gale, so you'd
have to have a pretty serious problem to want to
getout up there.

And back to Deeside. As you can see, I've run out
of space now, so Sunday'’s up to you I'm afraid.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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SHAKE-UP IN WALES

RALLY GB STAGE FORMAT

Overhaul could mean some elements are dropped

Running in the darkness
could be dropped in ’18

ByDavid Evans

Cholmondeley Castle and
night stages could both be
dropped from thisyear’s
Wales Rally GB route.
Aspreviously reported (see
pages 2-3),theitinerary for
Britain’s round of the World
Rally Championshipis
undergoingan overhaul
following opportunity touse
closedroads. That change of
route allied to a date shift from
thelasttothefirst weekendin
Octobermeansactioninthe
dark could be skipped for a year.
Cholmondeley’s RallyFest
stagehasalsobeen castinto
doubt after event managing
director Ben Taylor revealed
hisintention toreturnthe

d carstoDeesideforafull

lunchtime service-doing
thatisnot compatible with
thelongliaison sectionto
Cholmondeley Castle
in Cheshire.

Taylor told MN: “Last
year’snight stages were
really popular, delivered
unpredictability and, for some,
madetherally. Suddenly we
had stages with 30-second
gapsbetween theleaders
where they’d been split by half
asecondinthedaylight. The
spectatorsloved those [dark]
stagesand the crews, while
notall of themrelished the
pea-souperin Aberhirnant,

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

enjoyed the challenge. That
said, thesedark stagesaren’t
necessarily the unique selling
pointof theeventand we don’t
feel theneed todothem every
year. We have about 50 minutes
more daylight for each day
of theevent this year, running
earlierin October and that
would mean dark stages
would bemuchlaterinthe day.
That would bringadditional
complicationsin ensuring
these stagesareincludedin
thedaily TV highlights.It’s for
thosereasons that we think we
won’tinclude dark stages.”
Stately home tests have been
partof the Rally GBroute since
theevent’slasttimein Cardiff
when, in 2012, astage wasrun
around the Celtic Manor hotel
on the outskirts of the capital.
Priortothat Blenheim Park
in1999 wasthelast time.
Sincelandingin Deeside,
Chirk Castle, Kinmel Park and
Cholmondeley have been used
withincreasing popularity.
Taylorsaid: “Thisisall
goingin the melting potto
discuss Cholmondeley.Itisa
compromise; youstop therally
atlunchtime on the Saturday to
takeitto Cheshire. Last year we
made this more palatable by
goingback outinthedark,
but the previous year we came
backtoserviceandthat wasn’t
popular. We have tolook at
howitall worksout.”

Dumas in electric Pikes Peak hid

Reigning FIA R-GT Cup
champion Romain
Dumas will swap his
Porsche 911 GT3rally car
for Volkswagen’s all-
electricrace carat this
year’s Pikes Peak
International Hillclimb.
Dumashaswon the
12.42-mile Colorado
hillclimb three times
already, but this will be
thefirsttimehehas
competed inan electric
car. Histarget forthe
June 24 event will be to
lower Rhys Millen’s
current hill record for all-
electriccars of 8m57.118s.
Volkswagen Motorsport
director Sven Smeets said:
“Romainisoneof the
fastest driverstohaveever
entered the Pikes Peak
race. What’s more, he has
thousands of kilometres
of experience withracing
prototypesunder his
belt. Thismakes him
the perfect driver for
Volkswagen asit makes
itsdebut with a fully

electricracingcar.”
Volkswagen’s electric
racerisexpected totestin
late March orearly April
and Smeets told MNlast
month the projectis
progressing well.
“Wehopetopresentthe
proper carin March or
April,” hesaid. “It’snot so
easy totestforthisevent,
you canonly run at Pikes
Peak atthe official test
daysin Junesootherwise
we’re goingtobe using
uphill roads and our own
testtrackin Wolfsburg.”
Dumasislooking
forward toareturnto
theeventknown asthe
‘Racetothe Clouds’.
Hesaid: “Pikes Peakisa
challenge, because every
driver only hasonetry.
ButIhaverealfaithin
VW. Theteamishighly
motivated and has already
shown on many occasions
thatitis capable of
achievingsuccess
rightaway on
unfamiliarterrain.”

Aitken-Walker
was an Opel icon
(4

Boss hints at Opel return to top level rallying

The Opel brand could be back at
rallying’s highestlevel -but the
German manufacturerhasto
demonstrateit’sbackin the black
makingroad carsfirst.

The PSA Group paid £1.9billion

for Vauxhall-Opel in November, with
PSA CEO Carlos Tavares targeting

arapidfinancial turnaround from

losing £200m last year to profitin 2020.
Oncethat turnaround is complete,
Opel will getaboard-level greenlight

tobuild a World Rally Car.

Tavares explained: “Opel,asmuch as
any brand of the PSA Group, will have
the opportunity to haveits motorsport
programme as soon as we turn around

the company. Thisis very clear.

Currently the motorsportfor Opel

isverythin. Thereisthe AdamR2,
butthisisalimited one-make

championship and it doesn’t costmuch

£l EURQSPORT
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tothe company. The priority to Opel
istosurvive. That’sthe key point.
Idon’t wantthem tolosefocus.

“Iwanttotell youthetruth. As
soon as Opelisturned around and
our commitmentis 2020, we can talk
aboutitagainandIwillbeeagerto
have German engineers workingin
motorsportasmuchasIhave French,
Spanish and English engineers—
everythingpossibleaslongas[the]
revivalisnotatstake.”

Opel hasn’trun asignificant World
Rally Championship programme
since the Kadett GSI, used by Sepp
Haider to win the 1988 Rally New
Zealand and Louise Aitken-Walker
totakethe 1990 FIA Ladies’ Cup.

Private German team Holzer
revealed an Opel Adam R5last year,
but the car doesn’t have official
backingfrom Opel.

Kristoffersson prepares for RS attack

Thedominantforceinlast
year’s World Rallycross
Championship, Johan
Kristoffersson, will contest
next week’s Rally Sweden in
aSkoda FabiaR5-andhe’s
targetingatop-10 WRC2finish.
Kristoffersson (pictured
right)has competed
onnumerousrallies
inthepast, but
admitsthestepupto
apotentially WRC2-
winning carraises
thelevel.
“I'mdoingthisrally to
help withmy preparationsfor
nextyear’s World Rallycross
Championship,” Kristoffersson
told MN. “Butalsobecausel
really enjoy it. Last timeIdid
thisevent [in2016]Iwasina
Super 2000 Skoda, soit wasn’tso
competitive. Thisoneis. One of
thetoughest things for meisto
takeinall of the pacenotes, to
listentoall thedetail. Igot =
better and now I would
say I'm gettingabout 70

Kristoffersson:
rallying swap.

per centof whatthe
professional drivers are
hearing. The problem for me
nowistherecce, Thavetofinda
way todescribe the cornerina
really short number of words—
thisisn’teasy, butI'm working
onit.I'm getting helpfrom
Ole Christian Veiby and
Pontus[Tidemand]
whoareboth friends
of mine.”
/' Askedhow confident
/" hewas of beating
" PSRX Volkswagen
Sweden team-mate Petter
and Pernilla Solberg, following
inthe Historiceventdriving
aFord Escort RS1800,
Kristoffersson said: “I
definitely have the car
todothat, but you cannever
underestimate the champion
of rallying! Forme, [ want to
beinthetop10.”
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ver Craig Breen followed up his difficult Monte Carlo Rally weekend by going back to his roots,

running the double-zero safety car on the opening round of the Irish Forest Rally Championship last weekend. Breen drove Willie
Loughman Memorial Rally clerk of the course James Coleman’s blue Ford Escort Mk2.Breen’s fathex Ray made a rallying comeback
onthe eventin aFord Fiesta R5, with Breen’sWRC gravel note man Andy Hayes on the pace notes.They finished fifth overall.

Photos: Kevin Money, Writtle Photographic, Jakob Ebrey

Insurance issue almost
halted Irish season

A last-minute insurance deal
on the day before the Willie
Loughman Forest Rally
saved the event last weekend.

Since 1990 Motorsport
Ireland has a deal in place
which covers road-section
insurance. The previous
underwriter for this pulled
out completely on the
week before the event. MIS
Motorsport stepped in to
arrange cover for the event
and therest of the season,
albeit at double the cost.

The cost to competitors
will rise from €25-€50 per
car, butitis usually included
in the entry fee.

Although the deal has been
signed for the year, because
of the late nature of the deal
it wasn’t passed by the MI
Ruling Council, which could
yet disagree with it. The
Ruling Council was due to
meet yesterday [Tuesday].

“Unfortunately it’s the
landscape of the insurance
market in this country,”
said Alex Sinclair of
Motorsport Ireland.

“Last Friday at 1900hrs
Thad to agree the deal or
we wouldn’t have had an
event. There is no other
underwriter in the market
that we can identify at
the moment.

“We are unique as we are
the only ASN -to the best
of my knowledge - which has
this as arequirement.”

@® The EARS R5 Challenge
announced in last week’s
MN is for Motorsport Ireland
events only, and not for
ANICC events.

McCullough switches to R5-spec Mitsubishi Mirage for Scottish Rally Championship bid

frontrunner Jock Armstrong
is banned for the first two SRC
events due to exposing himself

Scottish Rally Championship
frontrunner Mark McCullough
will switch to an R5-spec

isn’t homologated. “I’ve had
Mitsubishi Lancer Evos in
the pastsoit’s acompletely

that option. I’ve driven right-
hand drive all my life.”
He’s set tostart third on the

Mitsubishi Mirage for his

assault on this year’s series,
which gets underway
this weekend.

McCullough has tested
the Spencer Sport car, which
hehasinright-hand drive
owing to the fact the car

to,” said McCullough. “It’s
you’dlook for in an R5.

that’s one of the nice things

different driving style. It will
take me a bit of getting used

sharp and precise, everything
“It’s aright-hand-drive car,

about the Mirage it gives you

road for the Snowman Rally
on Saturday, but car number
one Garry Pearson has had to
withdraw his Ford Fiesta R5
from the entry late on. Mike
Faulkneris the second car
on the seeded entry list.
Regular championship

to an oncoming competitor
while marshalling on the
Solway Coast Rally. David
Bogie, who usually competes
on the event, is away tackling
an eventin Sweden.

The event had 92 entries as

MN went to press.

Mennell gets R2 chance in BTRDA

Dan Mennellis the latest
driver to be given an outing
inaFord FiestaR2 car

by Peter Smith.

Mennell joins Tommi
Meadows and Ben Friend
asdrivers given the chance
by regular rally man Smith
of Swift Caravans.

Mennell will take part
in the Malcolm Wilson
Rally, based near the Lake
Districton March 3. Itis
the second round of the
BTRDA Rally Series.

“I’'m chuffed to bits,”
said Mennell of the
opportunity. “It’s going to
take a bit of gettingused
to, the left-hand drive and
front-wheel drive.Thad a
Renault Clio [which he used
on hillclimbs before starting
rallying], but Thaven’t

driven anything on gravel.

“We’llgooutand giveita
good go but we want aresult
as well. None of us would
be able todo what Peteris
lettingus do. Givingusa
chance,it’s great.Itis
tough to put into words.”

The Malton driver has
only done fourrallies
having switched from
hillclimbs. He finished
second overall on his first
event, the Lookout Stages
single venuerally, and has
since been impressive
finishingfourth and fifth
in class on his first two
gravel outings.

Thenext day after the
Malcolm Wilson, Ben
Friend will drive the car
onthe Mid Wales Stages
(MN, January 23).

Mennel] Motorg TR,
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Mennell impressed on the Malton Forest Rally with fifth overal
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New two-day format
for Carlisle Stages

The Carlisle Stages willrun a
two-day format for 2018 as it
hosts the British Historic and
BTRDA Rally Championships.

The event starts on Friday
night for the historic crews,
along with the new Rally2
Championship for two-wheel-
drive cars and the Northern
Historic Championship.

The Newcastleton- and
Kershope-based stages will
then play host to the BTRDA,
Association of North East and
Cumbria Car Clubs Stage Rally
Championship, Association
of Northern Car Clubs Forest
Challenge and MSA English
Rally Championship on the
following day.

Both days feature 43 miles of

Rally 2WD will visit Carlisle

action, while the event will
again be based at the H&H
Auction House near Carlisle.

Clerk of the course Nicola
Heppenstall said: “We look
forward to delivering a first
class event with excellent
road conditions for all crews.”

The event was previously
known as the DMACK Carlisle
Stages, but has a new sponsor
in ATL Transport.
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Tendring marshals
Tendring Rally Clacton is looking for
marshals for the first closed-road stage
rally since the government made it easier
to run said events in April lastyear. The
event, which features over 40 miles of
stages, is already being tipped for a big
entry. All marshals will need to be MSA
registered and visit chelmsfordmc.co.uk
toregisterinterest.

McErlean back to JBRC
Josh McErlean, who received atestin aHyundai
i20 R5 after Ypres last year, will returnto the
Junior British Rally Championshipin 2018. Last
year McErlean impressed in his outdated
Citroen C2 R2, and switchedtoa MH
Motorsport Ford Fiesta R2T halfway through
the year. He'll return with that squad and car for
ashot at the championship. Nine drivers

have signed up for the series with at least two
more expected.

Rally at Goodwood

This weekend is the one chance this year
where rally fans can watch competitive
rally action at Goodwood, on the South
Downs Stages. Paul King/Alicia Miles are
carnumberone in their Ford Escort Mk2.
Over 30 miles of stages will take place
atthe Sussexvenue on Saturday.

More SRC prizes

The Scottish Rally Championship continues
toreveal new prizes, with the latest being
half-priced entries on the next round for the
series’ two-wheel-drive winners on each
event. The SRC Challenger class — for drivers
who have achieved no more than one top 10
finish on an MSA event since 2007 — getsthe
same prize, while the Challengers champion
will receive afree entry to the Grizedale Stages
atthe end of the year. The overall SRC
champion will geta Wales Rally GB entry
from the Road to Wales scheme.

O’Neill back to rallying
Former British Touring Car racer Paul
O’Neill will return to rallying for the
second time this season, when he takes
onthe Lee Holland Rally - around of
the Motorsport News Circuit Rally
Championship - at Angleseyin a Paul
Sheard-run Mazda MX-5. The event
takes place on March 18.
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ByJack Benyon

Cambrian Rally bosses have
confirmed theirintentto use
closed roads onthe2019 eventas
part of a push to become part of the
British Rally Championship.

On Friday, February 2,alaw was
passed in Wales that makes gaining
aclosed-road permit for events easier.
Theold processrequired an Act of
Parliament. The new system means
thelocal authority and motorsport’s
governingbody in the United

Kingdom, the MSA, have to approve.

With this change, along with Conway
County Borough Council coming
onboard astitle sponsor for the
event, hasthe Cambrian gearingup
togainaplaceinthe BRC.

“Themain objective for usisto
become a BRCroundnext year,and
they [Conway Council] see the benefits
of theevent beingaround of the British
Rally Championship,” said Alyn
Edwards, Cambrian clerk of the
course. “They see how that can boost
the economy ataperiod of the year

whenitisfairly quiet. They’re goingto
be ahuge benefittohavefightingour
cornertogetintothe BRC.

“Wehope that with their helpand
backing, we will be able to go ahead
and getlinks [roads] and closed
roads, and other things we want to do
with theevent.

“Itshould makelife an awful lot
easier with a proactive council that
understand the benefits of what’s
beingdone.”

MNexclusively reported that bosses
of the Cambrian Rally and BRC chiefs

CAMBRIAN IN GLOSED-ROAD
PUSH FOR 2019 BRG INCLUSION

Welsh event has renewed hopes of joining British Rally Championship

= Llandudno-based Cambrian
! is a popular rally event

were in communication overaspot
onthe2018calendarinJunelast
year, butafailuretoagree between
theevent, BRCand BTRDA -which
alsouses the Cambrianasaround—
ended thediscussions.

BRC championship manager Iain
Campbell said: “Ourfocus at present
isonthe 2018 BRC that startsnext
monthinJedburgh. We haven’t
discussed 2019 with anyone so
far, but we remain committed to
finding the best events tomake up
the championship.”

BRC announces
Hyundai junior prize

Two Hyundai R5 test drives
have been announced as prizes
for the Prestone Motorsport
News Junior British Rally
Championship.

The German-based squad is
offering its 120 to whoever is
leading the R2-based category
after the third round, the Ypres
Rally, and whoever wins the
championship at season-end
for a day-long test session.

“We’ve been working with
Hyundai for quite a while,”
said championship manager
TIain Campbell.

“They came into the
championship with a bang last
year and left an impression on
the stages. They are very
supportive and enthusiastic as
always to get people outin
their car.”

Last year’s JBRC prize was
£30,000 cash awarded to
Irishman Callum Devine.
Campbell added that the
Hyundai announcementisn’t
the end of the JBRC prizes.

“We are working on other
prizes,” added Campbell.
“There are quite a few irons in
the fire and getting them over
the line and confirmed is
proving time consuming.”

Davies had bad luck n 2017 season

BRC Junior class winner Cameron Davies returns with unfinished husiness

Prestone Motorsport News Junior
British Rally Championship class
winner Cameron Davies is set to
return to the categoryin 2018
after entering the season-opening
Border Counties Rally.

Davies won the class on the RSAC
Scottish Rally last year, but after a
stall on the Ypres Rally in Belgium

and engine failure on the Nicky
Grist Stages, his chances of a title
fight were over.

His Peugeot 208 R2 has undergone
repairs on a shoe-string budget and
heis positive he will be ready for
the Border Counties.

“I’'m hoping we’ll beready,” said
Davies. “The car should be back

from paint on the ninth (February)

and the car should be built the
week after. We’re on track.

“The plan at the minute is to do
more BRC.Ihave looked at ERC,
the budgetis abitupin the air at
the minute. It’s a tricky decision.”

Davies will again be joined by
Michael Gilbey as co-driver.

Yates switches to
Skoda Fabia for 2018

Chesterfield driver Rhys Yates
will combine arenewed British
Rally Championship bid with
World and European Rally
Championship events after
switchingtoa Skoda Fabia R5.
Yates scored his first podium
inthe BRC on the Nicky Grist
Stageslastyearinhisthird
full season of rallying with
the Brettex Rally Team, and
wants to be a constant threat for

Yates, 25,is out to score podiums to mount BRC title push

Bilham gets

Adam Cup outing

Reigning Fiesta ST Trophy
champion Sam Bilham will
drive a Vauxhall Adam
Cup on Rally North Wales.
Bilham hasregularly
supported young drivers
graduating from the F1000
Championship, and has
been helping and co-driving
Eddie Lewis. Inreturn,
Lewis’s father Nigel has

podiums in 2018 after switching offered him the drive ST champion Sam Bilham
from his Ford FiestaR5. inthecar.

“I'wanttobefighting for car we should do well this year.” enjoyableralliesI’'ve ever done. “Thisreallyisafantastic we don’t have the budget
podiumsevery eventandIdon’t Yates will return to the two I’dlike to do another WRC chanceto getacclimatised for that at the moment.
really see why Ican’t,” said WRCeventshe contestedin2017, roundaswell.” to something more up to Soljustplanonenjoying
Yates, who will be co-driven by andissettomakean ERC debut. Yates, whoistestingin Sweden date than the old Fiesta the experience and
Alex Lee. “IbelieveI can.Iwould “We’ll fillin the gaps between this weekend, will be run by ST andI'm very grateful learnasIgo.”
like tohave a win, and this year BRC with ERCrounds, there’sa CA1 SportontheBorder to Nigel (Lewis) for Aspartof his prize of
wehavetoupitabitmore. gap after Ypressowe’lldo ERC Counties Rally on March 10/11, this amazing offer,” winningthe ST Trophy,

“Our pursuitis of the British Rome. Rally GBis partof the before which he willdo the said Bilham, 21. Bilham can drive the

Rally Champioship, that’s the
title we’ll chase. With experience
of therallies and with the new

British championship anyway
and we’lldoRally Spain as
well as that’s one of the most

awarm-up.

second round of the BTRDA,
the Malcolm Wilson Rally as

“Ultimately, an R2 car
iswhereIwanttobe but

championship’s Ford
FiestaR2on three rounds.
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David Evans investigates the impact of WRC All Live after the Monte Carlo Rally

THE TENTATIVE FIRST TV
STEPS OF A BRAVENEW ERA

Pictures were
beamed instantly

roductivity in
the offices of
rally fans took
ahammering
last week.
Reports
weren’tfiled,
accounts delayed, deliveries
postponed and jobs put on the
line. Welcome to in-the-week
WRC All Live.

Did you watch it? Of course you
did. It’s what you, me, the whole
world of rallying has been waiting
for. Atthe turn of the 21st century,
David Richards told us watching
the World Rally Championshipis
something we would be doing on
our mobile telephones in a matter
of years. He didn’t mean 18.

Nomatter. It’s taken a while to get
here, but we’re here now. Launched
at Autosport International, WRC
All Live was run out for the first
time atlast week’s Monte Carlo
Rally. So, anice simple one to
start with then... It’sdifficult to
underplay what the promoter took
on with the Monte; it stepped out
of aswimming pool after the usual
handful of Saturday morning
lengths, headed south to Folkestone
and shunned the Pride of Kentin
favour of the front crawl.

There were, undoubtedly, some
sizeable waves beneath the White
Cliffs, but by the time Calais
cameinto sight, the strokes were
stronger, the swimmer ready for
the next challenge.

On Wednesday afternoon, there

were some deeply concerned looks
among the WRC shirtsin Gap. The
surrounding mountains would
actually have provided a far better
metaphor than the English
Channel. There was some serious
climbing to do. Shakedown was
goingto belive, but wasn’t. That was
theleast of the promoter’s worries.

Twenty-four hours later, with the
All Live revolution ready to kick off,
news came through that incoming
weather had grounded the camera-
carryinghelicopter. Deep concern
turned to total trepidation. The
start of the brave new world was
now hanging on cameras and
presentersat the start and finish
and nothingfor theintervening
22.37miles. Nothing that is, except
for onboard shots. Fortunately, the
plane bouncing the footage from the
carstotheservice park was flying
above the weather and was able to
work. Most of the time.

Tryingto track a signal and feed
through Thursday night wasa
nightmare. The mountains that
make the Monte the challenge it
is came close to toppling All Live
justhours afterithad started.

Tomake matters worse, the series’
official website went down as well.
Understandably, people linked the
launch of All Live with theloss of
normal service on WRC.com and
took to social media to vent their
frustrations. But actually, the site
would have gone down with or
without All Live. MN’s sources have
confirmed the problem was linked

tonew timing supplier RallySafe
anditsinterface with WRC.com.
Previous suppliers have pushed
the times out to the official website,
ensuring the times were available
when fans went to the results
section. RallySafe’s system works
the other way, with the data being
pulled fromits site when a stage
timeisrequested from WRC.com.
Nosooner had Sisteron started
than more than 100,000 requests
pinged into the RallySafe system
demanding data. The result?
Meltdown and the need for an
apologetic holding screen on
WRC.com.

One source told MN: “There’s
no excuse for this. It was simply
unacceptable and it willnot be
allowed to happen again.It’sa
real shame that people saw this
and immediately thought it was
linked to All Live. It wasn’t.”

After anight of pure stress, dawn
broughtanew day and genuine
progress. The heli-cam was up
and quickly delivering the drama
of a Sebastien Ogier spinin the
afternoon’s middle stage. Like you
andI, the teams were all tuned in -
but this kind of footage brought
both blessing and curse.

“It’sareal stepforward,” says
M-Sport’s Malcolm Wilson, “but
Icould have done without seeing
Sebdropintothat ditch! Obviously
he couldn’t see from where he was
but we could see the ditch from the
heli-cam. Assoon asIsaw the car

| startingto goforward, Ishouted:

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

£ e * e
® L &
—_- I--.. lt
EE—— e T

—— - ——

—— — -

T aenwTE . =W e

- W e ™ - em a

= el .

——Tve
Lo d ot

“aww

- .
>3 - -

= . B itk

Monte Carlo prov1ded the backdrop, but the challenge was huge

‘No! Stop!” And then he dropped
in.It wasn’t the best to be sitting
there watching that and seeing
the timesslip away.”

Fortunately, the camera stayed
on Ogier and showed the car being
pushed out and away.

Having had time to catch his
breath, WRC Promoter’s Oliver
Cieslalooks back with pride
on what histeam achieved.

“We were all a bitnervous
before the start,” he says. “It’'sa
tremendous project to produce
such a complicated sport live
continuously and without
interruption for 25 hours
throughout the weekend. The
onboards were not seamless on

Thursday night, but we had a

fallback position and we were
ableto keep the audiolines open.

“This project involves several
million Euros of investment, but
it’s worthit. We started with the
most difficult two stages at the
most difficult time and bringing
HD quality pictures from different
angles: from the car, from the side of
theroad, the helicopter, it increases
considerably the complexity. But
we’re in a position to do that now
and the level of entertainment is
somuch better than even we
expected from Monte Carlo.”

Therough edges were there for all
to see, but last month the WRC took
an enormous step forward. Yes, it
was overdue, but that doesn’t
matter. It’s here now. B

Sitting at home and being able to ride with the World Rally Championship’s finest contestants

“They’re launching it there?
Have they tried to get signal
in Sisteron?!”

That was a certain UK rally
competitor who I discussed
the WRC’s All Live concept
with before he was heading
out to the event.

It was a brave undertaking
asyou’veread on this page, but

just how good was All Live?

Asaviewer, it wasimmense.

Never have we been able toride
alonglive with pacenotes for every
single stage of arally before, and,
despite the rightful doubts of the
aforementioned competitor about
signal, there’s no place better to
launch something like this. Monte
is everythingrallying should be;

picturesque, tricky, snowy,
arduous and above all else, a place
that can trip you up at any time.
From the awe-inspiring flat-out
sections when it was dry on
[parts of ] Saturday and Sunday,
to watching the cars creep through
Sisteron on Thursday evening at
5mph. What an experience.

There were only a few mishaps

with technology, and perhaps at
times, a bit of alack of the bigger
picture of therally from those in
the central studio. It’s their job to
tie up the events of the stage into a
bigger picture of the event and
that didn’t always come across.
Although it’s unfair to stick the
knife in given what was expected
and the pressure on during the

weekend. The show itself brought
more interviews, more onboards,
more general insight than we’ve
probably ever seen inrallying
before. And once the bugs are
crushed, it will be a fantastic
package capable of captivating
sporadic viewers and capturing
regularrally fans.

Jack Benyon
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Losingits hest team isa hlew hut the category can still have a hrlght future w:theut Garlm. By Stephen Lickorish

F4 will be without &
Carlin this season

B

tisnotnewsthatany
championship wants
toreceive: having
your best and most
successful team pull
out. Thatis what
British Formula 4
now faces after Carlin’s decision
totake asabbatical after three
impressive years. But, whileitis
undoubtedly a massive blow for
the categorytolose such a well-
respected name, those within
the British F4 paddock reckon
theseries can survive and thrive
without the boysin blue.

When what was the MSA Formula
Ford Championship of Great Britain
became an FIA F4 category for 2015,
Carlin was amongthe single-seater
giantsthatdecided toenter. And
immediatelyithitthe ground
running, winningthe very firstrace
with Lando Norris. The diminutive
future McLaren F1reservedriver
went onto win the titlethat season,
and Carlinracers Max Fewtrell
and Jamie Caroline have tasted title
glory in thefollowing two years.

Carlinnow leaves the category
unbeaten in terms of titles. Andits
decision totake a sabbatical makes
sense. Theteamiscurrentlyin
the process of amajor expansion,
entering the prestigious IndyCar
seriesforthefirsttimethis year, as
well asreturningto F2, the Formula 1
support series previously known as
GP2.Tomake sure thesquad didn’t
overstretchitself and risk damaging
itshard-won reputation as one of the
topsingle-seater outfits in the world,
andnotjust Britain, somethinghad

togive. And asthelowest rungon
theladder, F4 wasthelogical
category to drop from the schedule.
So, on the surface, things may
notlook good for F4. Butthere’sa
lotmoretoitthanthat.
Akeypointtoconsider when
lookingat British F4’s futureisthat
Carlin was not the only single-seater
gianttojointhe seriesin 2015. While
Carlin may have had some of the best
engineersand attracted some of the
bestdrivers, F4hasbeen farfroma
one-team championship over thelast
three seasons. Arden and Fortec both
havefar-reaching programmes that
stretchup to F2and Double Ralso has
F3pedigree. Aspiring F1driversare
not goingtomiss out on the chance
todriveinaquality teamin their
initial single-seater forays with
squads of thatilk still participating.
With Carlin out, these other teams
have now received a boost and should
finditeasiertoland thetopracers—
although the challenge of competing
against Carlin will be missed.

“It’s disappointing not toberacing
against Trevor [Carlin],” says Double
Rboss Anthony Hieatt. “We want his
teamtoberacingin Britainand
hopefully he will come back.”

Fortec owner Richard Dutton adds:
“It’sashamebecauselthink that
theyareatopteamandit’sgreatto
have top teams in the championship,
soI’'msadthey’renotinit. ButI
understand why they arenotinit.

“The good thingisthere’salwaysa
positive when someone like Carlin
dropsoutandthatisithelpsthelikes
of the Falcon, Richardson and JHRs
of this world that perhaps wouldn’t
getsomany drivers. Soitshould be
the same number of driversand
hopefully new teams will come in.”

Duttoniscertainly confident
about the championship having
asuccessful season ahead.

“You’vestill got Arden, Double R
and ourselves so you’ve got three
topteams,” heexplains. “Ithink
the championship will actually be
stronger this year—there’salot of

Challenge Cup joins Carlin in the F4 ahsentees

Carlinisn’t the only aspect of
British F4 that won’t be part of
the championship this year. The
Challenge Cupis also gone for 2018.
This wasintroduced last year with
theintention of it being for drivers
without the budget for afull season.
Theidea was they would contest
seven of the 10roundsand havea
limited number of test days. [t may
have sounded good on paper, butit was
adisappointment with most drivers

still wanting torace in the whole
championship-there were only
two that did the seven rounds.

“The Challenge Cup was totry and
help lower budgetsfor drivers on
thegrid, butitdidn’treally catchon,”
admits championship promoter Sam
Roach. “You've got to try these things.
Iwouldn’t be sad if the Challenge Cup
failed because people wanted todo the
full championshipinstead and that
wasthecase.”

Now the Rookie Cupisback-and
itfeatures some valuable prizes. The
winner will receive free entry for
2019 while thefirst rookie driver to
winarace overall will get £5,000. It
isnowonder that some of thisyear’s
rookies have decided toforegoracing
in Asia this winter to keep their
rookie statusintact.

Anditshould boost grid numbers
too, with every driver now needing
todoeveryroundagain.

interest, moreinterest than there was
atthispointlastyear.”

AsDutton alluded to, smaller teams
arelikely to gain with Carlin out of
the way. It was no coincidence that
Carlin won all threettitles, the
operation oozed performance right
from the engineersto thelikes of
thetrainers and dieticians involved.

With the other top teams now
takingdrivers that may have been
with Carlin, it means there should
bemore that canjoin the outfits
further down the peckingorder.

JHR Developments—the squad
thatactually pushed Carlin closest
overitsthreeyearsin F4when
Sennan Fielding sonearly claimed
thetitlein 2016-isa good example.

“Idon’tthinkitaffectsthe
championshipasawhole,” team
boss Steve Hunter says. “Teams
move from one championship to
anotherall the time.

“It’sbeen beneficial for all teams
andIcanonlyseeitasapositiveforus.”

Asfortheseriesorganiser,

British F4 Championship promoter
SamRoach saysit’s very much
businessasusual.

“Obviously they will be missed in
the paddock but we fully understand
they’ve got some great new projects
goingonand we are delighted to see
them enter into the top levels of
motorsport-particularly with Lando
[inF2],” says Roach. “It will give some
of the other teamsdriversthatare on
themarket, sofrom that point of view
itcanbe good for the other teams.

“It’sashame but we will continue

Hampus Ericsson was the first, and only,

without a problem this year.”

The other key pointis that Carlin
hasnotsold any of its cars, showing
thatatleast currently,itintendsto
return. Retainingall four carsand
planninga full testing programme
forthisyeararen’ttheactionsof a
team about toturnitsback onthe
category for good.

Butthebigquestion concerns
thenumber of carsthat willbeon
thegridin 2018.

Carlin hasbeen the only teamto
runfour carsat every meeting since
that wasagreed as the new maximum
limitat the start of 2016.

Theother squads have had spare
capacityinrecent yearsand
currently therearejust four
drivers officially confirmed.
However, look beyond that and
the teams have found no shortage of
interested drivers.

Arden, Fortecand Double R are
allfulland JHR is on the verge of
making some signings. Even without
Carlin,agrid of around 18to20 carsis
stilllookinglikely —and that’smore
than there werelastyear.

What Carlin’s withdrawal does
meanisthat things are very much
wide open ahead of this season-even
moresothanusual. And itmeansthe
perceived Carlin stranglehold on the
Britishjunior single-seater category
isover. It will be fascinatingto see
which team takesits place asthe F4
squad tobeat. Thereis certainly no
shortage of contenderstolead
British F4intoanew, and still
successful, Carlin-less year.

Challenge Cup chamI‘oio‘n
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After a year of development, the Yorkshire LMP1is here. Robert Ladbrook takes alook

HOWGINETTAIS TAKINGO

The G60-LT-P1 racer finally
broke cover last month

awrence
Tomlinsonisn’ta
man to do things by
halves. When he
sayshe’sgoingto
make something
happen, it pretty
much always does. Inthis case, he
getsrighttothe point. There’sa
shuffle forward in hisseattoadd
emphasis when hedeliversthe
line: “Look. It’s very simple. Our
performancetargetistobeasfast
as, or faster, than Toyota. And now
Toyota’s performance targetisto
befasterthan Ginetta.”

The words are stingingly simple,
and give anice snapshot of this year’s
FIA World Endurance Championship
and Le Mans 24 Hours.

This, in Tomlinson’s eyes at least,
isthe car Toyota has to beat.

Let’sdothenumbers.

Toyotaisthe world’slargest
automotive manufacturer, churning
outover 10 million vehicles per year.
Ginetta... well,isn’t. It'snoteven close.

Intermsof productionnumbersit’s
probably even more mismatched than
David and Goliath. But this contest
doesn’t come down to 10 million cars.
Itcomesdown tothebesttwoorthree
of those 10million.

Whenitcomestorace cars, Ginetta
certainly standsits own ground. The
Leeds manufacturer essentially made
GT4and LMP3 happen. It created both
carsfirst, and has enjoyed huge success
inboth arenasever since. Racingisits
business, first and foremost. In this
arena, David has well and truly got his
slingshot aimed at Goliath’s tender bits.
Andloadedintoitisthe G60-LT-P1.
There’salotridingonthe cartoo.It’s

notonly hoped to be the silver bullet
that beats Toyotaacrossthe WEC’s
superseason, butit’salsooneof the
first of anew generation of non-hybrid
LMP1sthathasthe potential torefresh
sportscarracing. Ginetta first set outits
LMP1intentions 13 monthsago, but
wasn’tthe only one todoso —there’salso
asimilar project from Dallara/SMP and
the Rebellion ‘R 13’ effort with ORECA.

Afterdecades of domination by the
likes of Audi, Peugeot, Porsche and
Toyota, allbut one of those brands
isnow gone. Cue crisis pointfor the
future of sportscarracing’stoptier.

Cue Ginetta steppingforward to
lead therevolution.

The G60-LT-P1-named in honour
of the firm’s 60th anniversary -hasa
short backstory, born from ambition.
Having created the first LMP3 cars for
2015, Ginetta applied to be one of the
four FIA-selected tenders for LMP2. It
missed out soturnedits attentions to
aP1project, which offered more
technical freedom and, crucially with
the big boys now all but gone, the shot
atoverall glory at Le Mans.

The G60-LT-P1had tobreak new
ground for the company so Ginetta
invested heavily in bringingin the right
partnerstobolsteritsalready hugely
successful design and development
team. Designlegend Adrian Reynard
arrived, asdid Paolo Catone-the
designer of the Le Mans-winning
Peugeot 908. Technical partners
Mecachrome [engine] and ARS Tech
[chassis and composites] were added
tothe mix, and the whole thing was
tested to destruction in cooperation
with Williams Advanced Engineering.

Itturns out David brought some pretty
bigfriendstotheparty.

Thefinal product stole the show at the
Birmingham NEC when the
coversfinally came off thefirstcar
at Autosport International.

Upclose, it’sstunning.

“When wefirstreleased the CAD
imagestosay we were makingaP1,
we deliberately left almost all detail
off them,” says Tomlinson with a grin.

“We were giving nothing away with
thiscar, soIthink thefinal design
surprised a few people.

“We’ve done everything properly,
fromallangles. We’ve done alot of
projects before, but thisis without doubt
thebiggest. Weknew we coulddoa ‘P
car’ [prototype] because we designed
and developed our LMP3in afew
months, but the stepup to LMP1is big
soweneeded to bringin some people
atthe cuttingedge of the sport. For this
project we’ve taken more advice around
itthan we’ve ever taken before, done
deeper technical studies than ever
before, andlookingat the numbers
we’ve had during developmentit’s
difficult to see how this car won’t
berightup therefighting Toyota.”

“It’s difficult
to see how
we can'’t
fight”

Lawrence

Ginetta hopestobuild 10 chassisin
total, enough to supply three two-car
teams as opposed torunning the cars
asaworksoperation. Instead they’ll
run with select partner teams—the
firstbeingManor TRS, run by former
Formula1team bosses Graeme Lowdon
and John Booth.

Ginetta’s design boasts many
innovativefeatures,includingahigh-
nose concept. This trend, designed to
enable moreairto flow underneath and
through the chassis, was pioneered by
Audi, and Ginettadraws alotfromthe

German firm’s un-raced 2017 R18 design.

Oneof itsleading design staff - Pete
Smith—formerly worked for Audi Sport
Team Joest. Another key member, Andy
Lewis, joined from Williams, where he
isunderstood to have worked on aero
elementsfor Porsche’s 919 Hybrid.
“Andy had already been workingon
ahighly successful LMP1 car, so when
hejoined we already had a concept of
goinginthe high-nose direction,” says
Ginetta technical director Ewan Baldry.
“Ieven spoke to some guys at Toyota
whosaid ‘Start with the nose. Get the

Ginetta
G60-LT-P1

Chassis: Carbonfibre and
aluminium honeycomb
monocoque with
incorporated Zylon panels.
Carbon composite bodywork
Engine: Mecachrome
V634P1 3.4-litre
turbocharged 95degree

V6 with direct fuel injection
and dry sump, longitudinally
mounted

Power: 650bhp@7,000rpm
Torque: 650Nm@6,000rpm

Red line: 9,000rpm
Suspension: Double
wishbones, push-rod
actuated springs and
dampers, anti-roll bars
Brakes: AP Racing

carbon ceramic discs
Gearbox: X-trac seven-
speed automatic with custom
housing and fly-by-wire
gearshift and e-clutch by
MEGA-Line. BOSCH
control electronics

Price: £1.34 million
(excluding engine package)

frontrightand therestof the car
follows.” We wanted the high nose
toreduce the blockage [in the air] of
everythingbehindit, and therefore
improve aerodynamics.

“Theknock-on effect of that design
thoughisthat youhavetoplacethe
driverinaslightly compromised
position [higherin the chassis].

“Webuiltareplica of thetubin MDF
and tested several different drivers of
different sizes. When Audi went extreme
with thenose of the R18-that-never-was
for2017italso went extremely high and
extremely narrow in the cockpit. That’s
theluxury of beingamanufacturer
—they can pick their jockeys—-but being
customer-based we had tobemore
accessible and I believe we’ve cracked
that. But we still have a higher nose
than anything I’'m aware of out there.”

The G60-LT-P1isalso extremely light.
Ginetta setachassis-only weight target
of 770kg, but when the final car was
completed it was well south of that.
Ginettahad to place around 70kg of
ballastintothe chassisto getittothe
ACO’smandated minimum of 833kg.




Much of the weight savinghas come
from chassis design and technology.
ARShasdeveloped amethod of
integratingthe mandatory Zylon
crash protection panelsinto the carbon
monocoqueasastructural device,
ratherthan bondingthem ontothe
tub externally, something Ginetta
believes tobe a world-first.

Ginettaalsospent “alotof timeand
alotof money” on stress analysis of
the chassis, working out which areas
could be trimmed to save weight.

Thebodywork is also arevolutionary
form of carbonfibre, offering 30 per cent
weight saving over most other materials
used outside of aerospaceand F1.

Theenginedesignis clevertoo.
Mecachrome’s 3.4-litre turbocharged V6
enginesitsinatailor-made space andis
mounted toa custom-designed X-trac
gearbox casingbolted straight tothe
block, removing need for a bellhousing.

“Thechassisisincredibly light,it’'sa
huge saving over somethinglike an
LMP2car,” adds Baldry. “We’ve chosen
ourtechnical partners well sowe’re
using proven technology, but with state

Vi =
am worked on new car

of theartengineering. We’ve also used
theright suppliers—our wishbones and
uprightsare fabricated by the same
company Toyota uses for example.
“It’sahuge step technically over a P3
car. The P3 project was massive for us
becauseit was ourfirst carbon car and
thefirsttime we’d builta car thatneeded
[FIA] crash-testing [for homologation].
Butatthesametimethe P1projecthas
beenless stressful. There wasalot of
nervousness with the P3asit wasthe
first time I brought the Juno team
[Baldry’sformer company] back
together and we worked with Ginetta
asone. Wefailed the P3crash testafew
times and Irecall pickingup the phone
totell Lawrence ‘We’ve failed itagain’
andnever quite knowinghow he’d react.
Buthe’sbeen hugely supportive of
these projects from the word go.”
Tomlinson says the cost of the G60-LT-
P1’sdevelopmentrunsinto “tens of
millions”. Thefinal product costs £1.34m
per chassis—with asizable chunk on
topif you fancy an engine to powerit.
Development can also be an extra cost,
and can be tailored to each team’s needs.

The carbon tubisa clever and lightweight design
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Chassis is very light, and has been designed around the engine and custom-built gearbox

“The costs sound high, butit’scheap
when you think that Rebellion Racing
spenttens of millions makinga carand
could havejust bought one fromusfora
fraction of that outlay,” says Tomlinson.

“Each team will geta comprehensive
support package from Ginetta,
Mecachrome and X-trac, but we have
provisionsto go beyond that also. For
example, if ateam wants us to develop
their carinacertain way we can work on
thatandlockitinabox for them only. If
we spotsomething that needs changing,
such astherear wing, we’ll changeit
for all the teams. Butif one team wants
to pursue their own direction we can
design and develop alongside them,
over and above the generic support
package. We could even modify this
cartorunahybrid powertrainif a
customer wanted to doit. The technical
freedom LMP1 offers is fantastic
for people who want to goracing.”

This year Toyota will be the sole
hybrid-powered P1in thefield, and
the ACO plansto equalise hybrid and
non-hybrid cars using the same
‘equivalence of technology’ system it

Car features quick-change bodywork

used tomake the three different
powertrain concepts used by
Audi-Porsche-Toyota stack up.

From this year onwards non-hybrid
LMP1 cars will benefit from being
lighter by around 45kg and having
improved fuel flow rates over the
hybrids, with the thinking being that
thehybrid carscanrunlongerona
tank of fuel, but ultimately not asfast
over asinglerace lap. Qualifying will
likely suit hybrids better, due to their
ability to tune their hybrid deployment
todoasinglelap on full power.

“We know what Toyota could run
at Le Manslast year —the 3m14slap
from qualifying was incredible with
full hybrid power, butin the race they
wererunning ataround 3m17s and
broke down,” adds Tomlinson.

“We wouldn’t have built this car if
we didn’t believe it could win, and we
certainly wouldn’t be sellingit. We’ve
done the numbers and we know we’ll
be competitive against Toyota.

“The LMP2s were running about
nine seconds slower [per lap] than
the P1s at Le Mans. Now, we’'re 100kg
lighter and can put the ballast where
we want, we’re running a bespoke tyre
not a spec one, we have much more
open aero and we’ve got 50-100bhp
more. When you stack those things
up we should be able to run close to
the times Toyota can do. We want to
win Le Mans, yes, but we’ve built
this car to win the World Endurance
Championship, soit hastobe versatile
and competitive everywhere we go.”

The G60-LT-P1ran for thefirst
timein straight-line shakedown
testing four days after Autosport
International, and willnow undergo
twomonths of rigorous testing.

“Reliability may be our Achilles
heel,” says Tomlinson. “Thisisa
brand-new car, so we just don’t know.
You can engineer reliability sofarina
design and we’ve done that by building
veryrobust systems and a lot of
strength and redundancy in the car.

“The entirefront and rear bodywork
isdesigned tosnap on and off in
seconds for changes. Asadriver,
team boss and manufacturerIseeall
angles of the equation and I know how
frustratingit can be to have to stop if
you havealight pop outat therear or
something minor. We’ve designed
many aspects of the car to befixed
in seconds, but we’ve got two months
todial outanyissues.”

Asforthelevel of competition this
year, Ginetta certainly sounds ready
tomake the jump onto the world stage.

“This cariselevating Ginettatoa
level we’ve not competed at before,”
adds Tomlinson. “There’s no privateer
LMP1anymore, there’s just LMP1and
you choose hybrid or non-hybrid. We
believein what the ACOis saying and
reckon they’ve got the rules spot on
toallow ustojumpin and take on
the bigboys.

“We thrive on pressure. We want
togooutand win. If you sit there
worrying about external perceptions
and the pressure of a project, then
you’re in the wrong game and you
need to get out of it. We came to play.”

On the subject of pressure—Ginetta
doesn’treally have any. Whereas, as
the sole manufacturer entry, Toyota
hasitall. Imean, you wouldn’t want to
be the employee with the unenviable
task of trudginginto the boardroomin
Toyota City toreport that your Goliath
had fallen to the Yorkshire David. ®
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RETRO: FORMULA JUNIOR

Paul Lawrence looks at the ongoing success story of Formula Junior

THEHISTORIC SINGLE-SEATER®

CLASS THATKEEPS ON

The rejuvenated category
can pack out entry lists

John Surtees’s first car race was in Formula Junior at Goodwood in 1960

ixty yearsonfromits
creation, Formula
Juniorisridinghigh
asthemost successful
category in historic
racing. Astheonly
single-seater class
below Formula 1inperiod,
Juniorhadjustsixseasonsasa
contemporary category, yetits
legacyisbeingcherished more
strongly than ever.

In 1958 Sir Edmund Hillary reached
the South Pole, the Munich air crash
decimated the Manchester United
football team, Elvis joined the army,
Charlesde Gaulle became prime
minister of France and thefirst
trans-Atlantic passenger flights
started between London and New York.

Meanwhile, in Italy, Count Giovanni
Lurani came up with the blueprint for
anew junior single-seater category.

Lurani wasaracer, journalistand
automobile engineer. After fightingin
theItalo-Abyssinian War in the mid-
1930s, he formed Scuderia Ambrosiana
with Luigi Villoresibut crashed his
Maserati4CM at Crystal Palacein
1938 and theresultant hip injury halted
hissingle-seater career.

Afterthe Second World War Lurani
worked with the FIA and towards the
end of the 1950s herecognised that
there wasamajor gap in junior single-
seaterracing. The 500cc Formula3
category was popular in some
countries, including the UK, but Lurani
reasoned thatanew global category
wasneeded. His thinking may have
been coloured by thelack of Italian
presence in the steadily declining
500cc F3, but thereisnodoubtthat his
concept for Formula Junior was timely.

Lurani’s concept was simple and
effective. Purpose-built single-seaters
powered by production engines of
1000cc or 1100cc would be an affordable
entry-level class and, though largely
anlItaliannational classinitsinaugural

GIVING

seasonin 1958, it was adopted by
the FIA for 1959. Formula Junior
had arrived and its popularity
exploded on aglobal scale.

InItaly, thefront-engined
Stanguellini set the pace and Swiss
racer Michael May used his to win the
firstinternational titlein 1959. English
manufacturers werealittlelatetothe
party, but Frank Nicholls soon
designed the Elva 100 and was joined
by cars from Moorland (later tomorph
intothe Gemini)and Lola, with its
first single-seater, the Mk2.

The early engine of choicein Italy
was, unsurprisingly, the Fiat 1100cc
unit while Saab and DKW engines were
alsoused, albeit with only modest
success. Inthe UK, the 1000cc BMC A

Rear-engined Formula Junior cars are popular among competitors
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Seriesengine quickly gained
favour but the 1000cc Ford Anglia
engine was comingand Keith
Duckworth had plansforitasa
Formula Junior powerplant.

The Junior boom showedno sign
of falteringinto thenew decade but
the wholeface of race car design was
changing. Pioneered in grand prix
racing by Lotus and Cooper, the
engines were moving tothe back
of the chassis and Junior designs
rapidly followed suit. The British
manufacturers were quickest off the
blocksand the Lotus 18, effectively a
scaled-down F1 car, was a stand-out
design. Acrossthose early seasons
hundreds of marquesbuilt cars,
some of them constructingafew
carsand someonly one. But Lotus
and Cooper were now the bighitters,
while Brabham and Lola had their
owndown-sized F1cars.

Ultimately, it was the closelink
to F1design and technology that
heralded the end of Formula Junior
atthe close of 1963. Costs were
escalating, engine development
wasrunningapace and Junior was
trying, and failing, tobe bothan
entry-level class and the prime

sub-F1single-seater category. The
technical excellence of carslike
themonocoque Lotus 27 simply
pushed the category out of reach
of most aspiringdrivers.

Instead, the FIA announced
thereturn of both Formula2and
Formula 3for 1964, thus offering two
distinctrungs ontheracingladder
with clear space between them.
Formula Junior folded at the end of
1963 and some of the later chassis
were converted into early F3 cars.
Yet the Junior story marked an
amazing chapter in single-seater
racing. Insix short years, racing car
design had gone from simple front-
enginedladder frames with drum
brakestohigh-tech, disc-braked
rear-engined monocoques.
Hundreds, probably thousands, of
Formula Juniors had been built.

Acrossthe globe, hopeful young
racershad cuttheirteethinthe
classand Formula Junior can claim
Jim Clark, John Surtees, Jochen
Rindt, Mike Hailwood, Richard
Attwood and Peter Revson among
itsnotable graduates.

Wind the clock onjust 12 yearsand
Formula Junior became the first

defunct categorytoberevivedasan
historic class. Itsfortunes ebbed and
flowed and it seemed destined for
oblivion in the early 1990s with

only limited support untilDuncan
Rabagliati formed the Formula
Junior Historic Racing Association
and started to turn the fortunes of
the category around.

Over the past quarter of a century,
Formula Junior hasbecome the
best-supported, most global class
of historicracing. The cars must be
original and continuation cars are
simply not an option. Hundreds of
carsareactive and packed grids
arethenorm. Rabagliati, now
supported by his daughter Sarah,
skilfully steers the ship witha
graceful charm and unbounded
passion for the class.

This year, an incredible Diamond
Jubilee World Tour will conclude
with more than 100 carsracing
atthe Silverstone Classic. Over
three seasons, the World Tour will
have taken in 100 races on four
continents, in 13 countries and with
well over 300 competitors. Fora
category thatlasted only six season,
thatisanimpressivelegacy. ®
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HE CURRENT DRIVERS

We asked some current leading Formula Junior drivers about the appeal of the category

Benn Tilley
Lotus 22

“For me the appeal is
the history and the cars
themselves. It was the
stepping stone before
Formula 1 and more or
less every Formula 1
driver from the late 1950s
and early 1960s drove
Formula Juniors.

“The cars are fantastic
and very rewarding. They
have a brilliant mix of more
power than grip and
getting them to work is
so much fun.”

! Andrew Hibberd

: Lotus22

: “Therealappeal of racingin

: FormulaJunioris the feeling of

: the Lotus 22's skinny front tyres
: justhanging on around Farm
Curve onthe Silverstone GP

: circuitand trying to hang to

: theleftflatchatintop. There's

. little grip and just enough grunt
: butplenty ofrevs. Orawell-

: balanced Lola Mk2 drifting

: through Woodcote at

: Goodwood with a hint of

: oppositelock. The cars are

: greattodriveand have aspecial
place inthe sport’s history.”

: John Sykes
: MerlynMk2/

: Merlyn MKk5/17

: “The appeal today is many things
: apartfrom nostalgia: as aself-

! preparerthe cars are easyto
maintain and move around, not

: requiring extra wheels and tyres.
: I've been fortunate to drive more
: exotic carsbutyoudon’tgeta

: bigger bang foryourbuck. We

: arealso very lucky to have had

* the Herculean efforts of Duncan
: Rabagliatiand his daughter

: Sarahwho have madeitatruly

: international series. The paddock
camaraderie is second to none.”

................................... S R T T T T T P P PR R T PP P T

Westie Mitchell
DeTomaso

“The appeal is competing in
original cars on some of the
best tracks worldwide, with a
really friendly bunch of similarly-
minded people, most of whom
fettle their own cars and like a
beerortwo. It's the closest
thing to owning a period grand
prix car without the running
expense and with probably
closerracing.”

Stuart Roach
Alexis Mk2/Alexis Mk4
“It's the camaraderie and
competitiveness along with
the places you gettorace and
the running costs compared to

: othersingle-seaters. It will

: runayearwithoutyou doing

: anythingtoit. The sheer

. diversity of carsis tremendous
: andthe carsreally haven't

: changedsince period.”

: Crispian Besley
: CooperT56/Elva 100

¢ “'mgoinginto my 20th year

of Formula Junior racing and

: youjustcan'tbeatit. Itisfarand
. away the most friendly and

: inclusive category. There is the
: opportunity to race somewhere
: inthe UK or Europe just about
: every weekend of the season

¢ ifyouwanted to. lt ticks every

: single boxandthereis aplace
: foreveryone.”

! JackWoodhouse
: Lotus20/22

: "llove the period of race car

: design that Formula Junior

: wascreated inand ran through.

: |twasan eraofinnovative

: engineering with a vast rate of

: development. The lastand most
developed front-engined single-
! seaters were beautifully

: sculptured. The control inputs

: ofall Formula Juniors are purely

: mechanical: this makes the

: communication between car
 anddriver raw, there is nofilter

: between steering wheel, throttle
: orbrake pedal and the driver.

: Thereisapurity that comes from
: knowing you are allthat links

: youtothecar.”

Drivers from the original Formula 3

Junior period gathered at
Autosport International in
January to kick offthe category’s
60th birthday season. Here are
some of their recollections

Jack Peaxce

1961

“The drivers took it seriously
butyou didn’t wantto damage
the carasyou had to putitright.
Nowadays someone else is
there to put it right and they do
take alot more risks than we did.
I built the cars and engines and
did all the preparation. I built
some Lotus chassis because
Colin Chapman wanted too
much money forthemand |
could do them cheaper!”

Bill Bradley
1961-1963

“lwas aMidland Racing
Partnership driverin period with
Richard Attwood and started

in FormulaJuniorin 1961 ina
Cooper T52. Richard and |
persuaded our sponsors, which

Formula Junior. | had a Cooper
T59 for the following yearand
weraced inIreland quite alotas

THE FORMER DRIVERS

Junior racer Bill
Bradley reflects

: there was good starting money.
In 1963 MRP became a works-
: supported Lolateam when Eric
: Broadleyinvited me torace

: the FormulaJunior.”

: Peter Procter

: 1960-1963

: “lhadaCooper500 and then

: boughta Lotus 18 for Formula
: Junior. The 18 was a fantastic

car: very reliable and handled

¢ well.Iraced the 18 through

1960 and 1961 and went well
in'61 against the Lotus 20s.
In 1962 we did about eight

¢ races with a Geminithen

: Graham Warner pulled the
were our fathers, to supportusin :
: in 1968 with Timmy Mayer. Ken
: saidtome straight away that

: his philosophy about contracts

plugonit.|raced for Ken Tyrrell

: wasto giveadriver halfas

: much as he asked forand it
was twice as much as he was
: worth. There was no messing
: around with Ken, buthe was a
. greatman.”

: Jeremy Bouckley
: 1962-1963

: “lhad a BSA scooterand

: when | passed my driving test

¢ inJanuary 1962 the scooter
was adown payment fora Lola
: Mk2 along with a loan from

. Forward Trust. | started racing
¢ inJuly 1962 and did a full

: season of Formula Juniorin

: 1963.1bought the ex-Charlie

: Crichton-Stuart Cooper when
: Formula Junior finished and we
¢ putatwin-cam engineinitand
¢ did Formula Libre racing.”
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Purcell won despite
losing power late on

PURCELL WINSASIRISH FOREST
SERIES BEGINS IN THE DARK
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William Loughman Memorial
ForestRally

By Maurice Malone

Organiser: Carrick-on-SuirMC When: February 3 Where: Carrick-
on-Suir, Co. Tipperary Championships: Irish Forest Rally, South East
Stages Stages: 9 Starters: 80

Andrew Purcell and Mark Wiley

took the spoils on the first

round of the Irish Forest Rally

Championship, despite a

late scare in the dark.
Carrick-on-Suir Motor Clubis

60 years old this year, and to celebrate,

the club decided to do something

special for this year’s William

Loughman Memorial event. Of the

nine stages, three were held in the dark,

areal stingin the tail for the competing

crews, as well as a treat for spectators.
A plethora of Ford FiestaR5s wasled

away by last year’s winner Josh Moffett,
who blitzed through the first Faugheen
testalmost 13 seconds quicker than
Barry McKenna. However, trouble
befell Moffett on the following run
through Anner, asan altercation with
arock speltthe end of his challenge.

Purcellassumed thelead after the
firstloop, butit was nip and tuck for
the following stages between him and
McKenna, both pilots equipped with
FiestaR5s. That was until Purcell
pulled out all the stops on the fearsome
Gurteen stage just before the evening
haltforlamp pods, crossing the flying
finish almost 24 seconds quicker
than McKenna.

Behind, Stephen McCann was flying
in his S2000-specification Ford Fiesta,
even setting the quickest time overall
onthethird stageashecharged back
up through thefield following an early

overshoot. Ray Breen was enjoying
hisreturnto competitionin yet
another Fiesta, with son Craig’s
gravel crew maestro Andy Hayes
guiding him through thetrees.

Craighimself was doing sweeper
duties between the two-wheel-drive
and all-wheel-drivefieldsin clerk of
the course James Coleman’s Ford
Escort MKk2, and told Motorsport News:
“We’rejust outforabitof fun,and to
give somethingback totheclub.It’'sa
different kettle of fish to what we were
atlast weekend [Craigfinished ninth
onRally Monte Carlo]. I'mlooking
forward to the night stages now!”

The excitement was palpablein service
aslamppodsandlight bars werefitted,
the weather cold, clear and dry, although
the stages themselves were muddy in
places. Atleast dust wouldn’t beanissue.

Come thefinish, it was Purcell who

held on to win from McKenna, despite
losing power steering on thefinal test,
with McCann just edgingout Niall
Henry (Mitsubishi Lancer E10) to
clinch thelast podium spot after
breakinga driveshaft. Indeed, many
competitors suffered issuesinthe dark
with Gerard Lucey losing thelamp pod
on his Mitsubishi Lancer E8, and Conor
McCourt hitting turbo troublein
another Lancer.

Crews were almost unanimousin
their praiseforboth therally and the
organisers, with the night time element
proving arealnovelty. Michael Conlon
took the two-wheel-drive honoursin his
distinctive Escort Mk2, rounding out
thetop 10 after late trouble for Shane
McGirr, while James Wilson putina
storming drivein his Peugeot 208 R2
towinthe Junior categoryin 14th
overall, both men beatingahost of

all-wheel-drive crews. The
championship now heads for Limerick
onthefirst weekend of March, and

with strongentries throughout the
field, including the diminutive flyers

in the F1000 category, itlooks set to
beavery good year in the woods.
Results

1 Andrew Purcell/ Mark Wiley (Ford Fiesta Rb) 44m43.1s; 2 Barry
McKenna/ Leon Jordan (Fiesta R5) +19.0s; 3 Stephen McCann/Kaine
Treanor (Fiesta R5); 4 Niall Henry/ Damien Duffin (Mitsubishi Lancer
E10); 5 Niall McCullagh/Ryan McCloskey (Lancer E9);

6 Ray Breen/Andy Hayes (Fiesta R5); 7 Ger Lucey/JJ Cremin
(Lancer E8); 8 Conor McCourt/ Caolan McKenna (Lancer E9);

9 Michael 0'Brien/ Liam Brennan (Fiesta RS WRC); 10 Michael
Conlon/ Ciaran McPhilips (Ford Escort Mk2).

Class winners: Barry Hennessy/Steven Scallan (Honda Civic);
Martin 0'Brien/Brian McCarthy (Citroen C2); McCullagh/McCloskey;
Purcell/Wiley; 0'Brien/ Brennan; Lee Bracken/ Francis Kelly (Civic);
Mick Garahy/ larla McCarthy (Escort); Kieran Lynch/Adam Power
(Civic); James Dunphy/Shane Gazely (Toyota Corolla); Emmet
Cronin/Adam Coffey (Escort); John Gordon/Thomas Wedlock
(Escort); Conlon/ McPhilips; John Reid/Enda Sheils (Corolla);
Wilson/ Doherty; Henry/ Duffin; Jason Murphy/ Matthew Murphy
(Peugeot 107).

Rali Cwm Gwendraeth

By Simon Cronow

Organiser: Amman & District MC and
Gwendraeth Vialley MC When: February 4
Where: Welsh Motorsports Centre, Pembrey
Championships: Welsh Tarmacadam; FMP
Rally Challenge Stages: 5 Starters: 38

Bob Fowden got his season
off tothe best of startsas
hetook victory on the
openinground of this
year’s Welsh Tarmacadam
Championship, the Rali
Cwm Gwendraeth.

With son Paul alongside,
the pair were fastest on
every stagein their Subaru
Impreza WRC S11, ending
theday with a winning
margin of 1m45s.

Rallyingnewcomer Roger

Fowden kicks off his season in style in Tarmac opener at Pembrey
Kevin Davies and Michael Gilbey took

Thomas got off toa bad start in their Ford Escort MKk2. asecond successive victory on the
when his MG Metro 6R4 Onceagain Will Mains Rali Mike Darowen Bro Ddyfi,
suffered driveshaft problems  took the 1400cc honoursin matching their winning margin
on SS1,and he and Paul his Vauxhall Nova, ashe from last year exactly.
Wakely lost more time with and Arfon Griffithsfinished Once again a Welsh Championship
aspinon SS2. Things got animpressivefifth overall, round — this the 2018 season opener —
better as the day wore on one place ahead of mixed- was dominated by Davies' red Ford
and second fastest time on crew winners Barry and Escort Mk2; the pairled from the
thefinal stage moved them Seyyan Johnin an Impreza. off and no one else came close to
into the runner-up spot. Results matching their pace.

Goinginto thelast stage, 1 Bob Fowden/Paul Fowden (Subaru Impreza In contrast there was a tight battle
Mike Jewell/Dan Johnson L B L 1'hun.|asIPauI for second place; the surprise of the

X Wakely (MG Metro 6R4) +1mdbs; 3 Terry - . .

had been holding second Clarke/Ronnie Roughead (Ford Escort Mik2); event, Einion Williams/Darren Ikin,
placebutdropped overa 4 Mike Jewell/ Dan Johnson (Subaru Impreza); led reigning Welsh champions Mark
minute, whichrelegated § Wil Mains/Arfon Grifiths (Vaushall Nove):; ‘GT’ Roberts/Dylan Jenkins by just
TS I ¢ 6 Barry John/Seyyan John (Impreza); 7 Richard h d P b d

elr su ar.u mprezato Merriman/Kath Curzon (Darrian T90); 8 Chris three secon. s at Petrol, but manage
fourth, behind Terry Hand/ Owen Davies (Escort MKk1); 9 Jonathon to extend this to 46 seconds by the
Clarke/Ronnie Roughead. Davies/ Rhodri Williams (Peugeot 206); 10 Neil Finish. Kevin ‘Penclaw’ Jones and

Theirlongtrip fromthe ‘é?:::/ellf:nlhrgmﬁsagg%mnﬂ:tﬁ:ug aﬁTIEr)i dker/ Alan James continued their good run
north east wasrewarded Theresa Fossey (Vaushall Nova); Merriman/ of results to secure fourth and look
with third overalland Curzon; Clarke/ Roughead; Thomas/ Wakely; likely to take their first overall win at
first two-wheel-drive crew Davies/ Wiliams. some point during the year.

George Williams/Daniel Stone,
broke a shaft early onin the event,
Dafydd Evans/Carl Jones retired with
abroken gear linkage, while the Ford
Escort of Steven John Williams/
Dafydd Sion Lloyd succumbed to
fuel feed problems.

The Primrose Rally was won
by Phil Harris/Jake Ramsden.

They made the best of their
Subaru Impreza’s traction
and acceleration to be fastest
through the two regularities in the
Haldon Forest and then cleaned the
rest of the event.

The top two seeds failed to make
the first Petrol halt; Brendan Wellman/
Daniel Pidgeon were halted by an
oil leak in their Peugeot, while James
How/Nic Jones withdrew after
loosening their sump guardona
heavy landing.

Ian Mills

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Results

Rali Mike Darowen Bro Ddyfi

Organiser: Dovey Valley Motor Club When: February
3/4 Where: Mid Wales Championships: WAMC &
ANWCC Route: 110 miles Starters: 68.

1 Kevin Davies/ Michael Gilbey (Ford Escort Mk2)
6m23s; 2 Einion Williams/ Darren lkin (Escort) +2m33s;
3 Mark ‘GT’ Roberts/Dylan Jenkins (VW Golf GTi);

4 Kevin ‘Penclaw’ Jones/Alan James (Toyota Corolla);
5 Craig Judd/Dafydd Evans (Peugeot 306 GTI); 6 Mark
Lennox/lan Beamond (Escort); 7 Andy Davies/ Cadog
Davies (Subaru Impreza); 8 Sean Crowley/Richard
Williams (Mitsubishi Colt Mirage); 9 Paul Morgan/
Rhys Griffiths (Honda Civic Type-R); 10 Carwyn
Pughe/Llion ‘Tractor’ Williams (Vauxhall Astra).

Class winners: Williams/ Ikin; Daniel Williams/

Shaun Richards (BMW 318ti); Gethin Rhun Price/
Tomi Emlyn Williams (Nissan Micra).

Primrose Rally

Organiser: South Hams MC When: February 3/4
Where: Devon Championships: ASWMC Route:

150 miles Starters: 23.

1 Phil Harris/Jake Ramsden (Subaru Impreza) 1m35s;
2 Simon Heywood/Sam Treleaven (Honda Civic)
+14m22s; 3 Alan Frame/Shaun Layland (Vauxhall Corsa);
4 David Clifford/Mark Dunkerley (BMW Compact);

5 Paul Watts/ Paul Waterton (MG ZR). Class winners:
Paul Prance/Sophie Louise Buckland (MG ZR); Ben
Griffin/ Nick Chapman (Peugeot 106); David Roper/
Simon Fuidge (Citroen Saxo).
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TRACIK TEST: ELECTRIC ANDROS

Ridge (right) gives some tips to Prost, including ‘don’t lock up’

Hal Ridge gets behind the wheel of a revolutionary ice racer

entionelectric
motorsportand
most will think
of FormulaE,
thesingle-
seaterrace
seriesthat,
now initsfourth season, races
around the world on street-based
city centre circuits.

But, four years prior to Alejandro
Agag’sseriesbeginning, the Alps-
based Andros Trophy introduced a
single-make electric category, which
itclaimstohave been thefirst fully
electricracingseriesin the world.

Now, Andros Trophy is set to become
thefirst high-profile series to convert
from the conventional internal
combustion engine (ICE) machines
tobeingfully electric, by the timeits
2019-2020 season gets underway in
December next year. The move marks
asignificant shift. Sofar existing
electric series have been either
standalone classes-like FormulaE -
orrunasasupportcategory to
established ICE categories.

Led by Andros Trophy founder
Max Mamers, organiser 2MO has
introduced the new fully electric car
for the Elite Pro category this winter,
beforeitamalgamatesitintotheclass
full time to compete against ICE
machinery fromnextseason. The
following year, electric will be king.

Created by Magny-Cours-based
Exagon Engineering, the catchily
named ANDROS Sport 01 was
revealed lastmonth at Serre
Chevalier, where anumber of the
leadingdrivers undertook lapsin the
new car to geta taste of thefuture.

Thefollowing weekend, at the
Androsseries’300th anniversary
event, the car was given its
competition baptism by FormulaE
and endurance racer Nicolas Prost.

Justhoursbefore Prost would begin
anew eraof the sport, MINwas given
the opportunity to try out the new car
onthe Lansen Vercors circuit.

There’s always a degree of pressure
involved when driving someoneelse’s
car,butinthisinstanceit’s
substantially amplified. Not only is
this prototype short on test mileage (it
was a clean sheet of paper three
monthsbeforeitsdebut), butany
misdemeanour on my part would
embarrassingly end Prost’sevent
beforeiteven began. Mamersreminds
me beforehand: “thisis very new, we
don’thave much spare pieces.”

Former Formula1driver Franck
Lagorce—acurrent Andros
frontrunner-hasbeen heavily
involved in the development of the
new machine and talks me through
the car’scharacteristics.

“Ipromiseit’slikenothing you’'ve
everdriven,” hesays. Like all Elite Pro
Androsmachines, itnot only has four-
wheel drive, but four-wheel steering
too. “Once you have done one or two
laps you will have the feelingand you
willbeabletorotate the car earlierinto
the corners,” heexplains.

Allwelland good, but early rotation
requires confidence in the equipment,
andthe track underneath you. Having
been trackside at several Andros
events, the pros make sideways or even
backwards corner entry look
aggressive from the outside (although
from onboardsit’s actually asmooth
process), butlike any expert, they
makethejobathand appear easy.
Knowingitisn’t,Iplanafarmore
conservative approach.

This car differs from conventional
machinesinthatithasasingle
forward gear (rather than a sequential

gearbox)and no clutch with which to
help transfer the weight of the car or
its position at the apex of the tighter
corners—inaconventional Elite Pro
car, drivers depress the clutchif they
aretoo closetotheapex, toletthe car
dropback.

Stacked against mearethe
conditions. Using tyres with 250 studs
apiece, Andros machines generate
griplaterally, the studs digginginto
theice, buttoday, in unseasonally
warm conditions, theicy track surface
has given way to slushy Tarmac,
makingitrather suboptimum
conditions for studded tyres.

“Youneed tobereally careful with
braking,” Lagorcesays, “it’'ssoeasy to
lock the wheels. Try and brakeina
straightline and really be careful not
tolock the brakes, because then you
willnot be ableto stop [the skid].” I've
noideahow the brakes willfeel under
my left footand I've got to avoid locking
them on amixedsurface.Ideal...

Iclimbaboard the car, whichis based
onatraditional Andros spaceframe
chassis shrouded by a silhouette body.

Inthisinstance, the external
aestheticsare of noreal relevance; this
beingatestmule, and based onan
older chassis platform, theintention is
for the drive system (motors, batteries,
invertersetc)tobesupplied asa ‘plug
and play’ setup to teams or
manufacturers and to continue using
existing chassisregulations.

The space where a passenger seat
mightbelocatedis occupied by the
car’s 750 V battery, made up of 14
modules of 50vand weighing around
240kgs. The dual motors, joined by a
single shaft, sit just behind the cockpit
on the otherside of the bulkhead to the
driver. The motors drive the wheels via
apair of Sadev differentials.

Exagon’s engineer runs me through
the controls. Aside from the two
pedals, allIreally need touseisthe D,
Nand R buttons on the control panel.
Simple. Other optionsinclude
adjustable parameters for power
delivery and throttle maps. For my run
I'mtold that the car, which produces
250 Kw (340 horsepower, the equivalent
of the ICE machines, and 1600 Nm
torque) has been turned down, alittle.

Beingatypical racingdriver, Prostis
farmore petit than I, but with my right
kneebraced underthe control panel, I
havejustenough movement to depress
the throttle and rotate the steering
wheel through all 360 degrees.

Unsurprisingly, once at the wheel, as
with any electric car theinstant
reactionisof thelack of enginenoise,
butthereisadistinguishable note-
change from the motors oncedriveis
engaged before pulling away, and an
ever-present whistling from the
motorsastheyincrease speedtoa
maximum of 3600rpm.

My firstlapistentative, braking
very early for the first major corner,
overasmall crestattheendof along
straightintoaright-hand hairpin.
Onexit,Igetharderintothethrottle,
therear steppingalittle to theleft,
whichIcorrect withasmallamount
of oppositelock, being careful tonot
over-correct the steeringtoo
aggressively, not wantingtherear
wheelstoalsostartturningand embed
myself and thenew carinto the solid
ice circuit perimeter walls.

Down through aleft-right-left-right
sequence under trees that feelslikea
rally stage, the car dances around on
the slushy surface. Senses on overload,
Icanhearalmostevery one of the 1000
studstouchingtheroad’ssurface.

Anotherlongdownhill straight and
it’sintothefinal right-hand hairpin.I

' TECH SPEC |

ANDROS Sport 01
Manufacturer: Exagon Engineering
Chassis: Tubular Spaceframe
Bodywork: Composite

Weight: 1000kgs

Suspension: Double wishbones
Motors: Two electric motors connected
by single shaft, longitudinally mounted
Max speed: 100mph (limited forice)
Power: 250Kw (840 horsepower)
1500to 3600rpm

Torque: 1600Nm 0 to 2500rpm
Max RPM: 3600

Battery: 14 50v modules, 750v
Battery weight: 240kg

Battery life: 20mins

Charging time: 60mins
Transmission: longitudinal,
single-speed with reverse gear
Differentials: Sadev frontand rear
Wheels/tyres: 16in Yokohama, 250
studs each

pressthe brakes harder to see how
easy alock-up would be, and confirm
thatmy instructor wasn’tjoking.

With twolaps of basic runningdone,
crucially without crashing,Istop to
speak with Lagorce, who encourages
metobrakeearlier and turnin harder
togetmorerotation on entry, before
beingharder on the power through the
apex into the exit. Easy foraproracer.
I'malsoadvised to carry more speed
through thefirst chicaneandtoletthe
car slidemore and use the torque of
theelectricmotor toalmost silently
pullme out of the corners.

Backontrack,Iattempt earlier
rotation but asI'mnot Scandinavian
(or French!), rotatinga car withouta
handbrake doesn’t come so easily. On
oneoccasionIfeel I'verun way too
deepintothefirst hairpin. Frantically
feathering the brake pedal with my left
foot, desperate to stop but notlock the
tyres, Iget slowed down and heave the
wheel to theright, the car turning with
ease, therear wheels turningtoassist
thefronts in impressive form.

By thefinallap,althoughI'vefar
frommastered this unique machine,
I'mturning harder to theleft before
turningrightinto theright-hand
hairpins, lettingthe rear slide and
gettingearlier on the power on the
exit. The power delivery isincredibly
linear, there’snojolt of agear change
orany change in note, the main noises
coming from the clonking of the
suspension, brakesand the
differentials asthey scrabble for grip,
especially asIclimbtheinclinetothe
finish linefor thefinal time.

Laterthe sameday, Prost set 10thand
seventh fastest times of the 13 Elite Pro
runnersinthe two qualifying sessions.

“The power and the torqueis quite
incredible,it’'smuch morethan FE,”
hesays. “I'm very impressed with the
car, for sure the chassisneeds work,
butit’sjustashortamountof time
beforeit will be much quicker than the
other cars. For surein the hairpinsit’s
notaseasy todrive, but that’snot
really aproblem.”

Tocallitashadow of its formerself is
unfair, butit’snosecret that the
Andros Trophy, once flush with
manufacturer entries, isnow running
forlargely privateer efforts. Mamers
hopestheelectricmoveisthestartof a
renaissance, and based on the
performance of the prototype, that
spells an excitingboost for the series.
“A few months ago we had no answer
[how toattract manufacturers back to
Andros] butnow with the electriccar
doorsarealready opening,” he says.
“Now makes areinterestedagain.” m
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Ridge got to sample the Andros Trophy’s future with electric test

Power delivery
was very linear

Muller leads the way in the record books despite a host of F1 stars trying their hand at the Andros Trophy

The Andros Trophy has a history of Muller’s success came at the wheel for Toyota and then Dacia, and is third 1championJacques Villeneuve, 13-time  holder Sebastien Loeb (2015) have all
attractinghigh profilemotorsportstars  of firsta BMW 318 compact, before intheall-time wins’ table, with 38. Dakar winner Stephane Peterhansel made one-off appearances, while 1981
tocompetein the winter seriesin what drivingfor Opel and Kia’s works outfits. This winter, World Rallycross driver and current Haas F1 driver Romain World Rally champion Ari Vatanen
would otherwise be a quieter period But, while Muller hasthemostcrowns, Jean-Baptiste DubourgmatchedProst’s  Grosjean, who hasmade selected racedintheseries asrecently as2010.
of the year for mostracing drivers. Andros specialist Jean-Philippe title tally. The 1996 Monaco Grand Prix appearancesin the seriesand claimed Theseries has enjoyed anumber of
The most successful Andros Dayrauthasthemostrace wins: 59to winner Oliver Panishas 12 wins to his hismostrecent victory last winter. works or works backed efforts since
participantis undoubtedly touring Muller’s48. Dayrautis himself a six- credit, competing until the end of the British F1 driver turned television it was formed in 1990, including from
carlegend Yvan Muller, who claimed time champion. Four-time Formula 1 2017 season, whilethelistof driversthat  commentator Martin Brundle (2006), Opel, Kia, Dacia, Mazda, Toyotaand
thetitle 10timesina11-yearperiod champion Alain Prost won a trio of have claimed atleastone victoryin the 1994 World Rally champion Didier Skoda. Opelleads the manaufacturer
between 1997 and 2007. titlesin 2008,’09 and ’13, drivingfirst Alps-based seriesincludes 1997 Formula  Auriol (2006) and nine-time WRC title winstable with 41 and six titles.
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EUROPE’S #1 HISTORIC MOTORSPORT SHOW
ICONIC RACING CARS | LIVE RALLY ACTION | SPECIALIST EXHIBITORS | MOTORSPORT LEGENDS

Over 350 stunning racing & rally cars on display | 250 specialist exhibitors, race series, clubs & autojumble
Motor Sport Live Stage with racing legends | Silverstone Auctions competition & classic car sale
Motor Sport Hall of Fame Live! | Live Rally Stage with Group B cars | Race Retro Tour
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Arrive & Drive a Classic Car Experience operated by HERO Events | Historic Karting
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Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

‘WORL

ELEC

~*Ser)es set to cbnflrmtshlftaaway

MU
"J!-'

|'||1.|

-qt—:‘;unu

1||I||

ByHalRidge

IFIEDIN.T|

[rgm mternal )

e ¥ ‘T)

The World Rallycross
Championship will switch to fully
electric cars forthe 2020 season,
Motorsport News has learned.
MN broke thenewslast August that
the FTIA and World RX promotor IMG
were working on plansfor electric
carstobeintroduced into the series’
structure, butasource hasnow
revealed to MNthatelectriccars
will be the headline act from 2020.
“Electric cars will be the World
Championship. They absolutely,
categorically, will bethe World
Championship,” the source told MIN
when asked about where the cars
willsitin the series’ structure.
“Fifteen carsarerequired to beginin
2020. Nine different manufacturers
have been engaged in the discussions
and negotiations so far, but the ability
tobuy therequired components and
build a car has to be open to privateer
teams if they want to go that way too.”

FIA’s tender invite
It’sunderstood that thenew electric
cars will be based on acommon carbon
monocoque tub and safety structure
that will be supplied as part of a chassis
kit, expected to alsoinclude suspension
and braking systems.

The FIA isexpected toissue aninvite
totender for the chassiskitin the
coming weeks, with an additional
invite totender for batteries. It’s
believed that motors won’tbefroma
single supplier and neither will the
composite bodyshells that will sit on
top of the carbon chassis, allowing for
different models of carstobe used.

Those bodyshells are expected to be
marginally wider than existing cars, and
could featurelarger rear aerodynamic
devices. Theelectricrallycross
regulations are being spawned
following anumber of FIA technical
working group meetings over thelast
12monthsthat haveincluded around
table of manufacturers, the FIA and the
World RX promoter.
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When quizzed about what the future of
the existinginternal combustion World
RX Supercarsis from 2020, MN’s source
said: “Electric World RX cars doesn’t
mean the current Supercars go away.

“There’sabsolutely 100 per cent
commitment to keepingthe current
Supercars and notjustasa European
Championship, as some form of
international championship that
canalsorace outside of Europeif
themarket dictates.”

Firms keen on plan
Leadingmanufacturers Peugeot and
Audihave intensified their involvement
in World RX for 2018. Peugeot Sport boss
Bruno Famin revealed before Christmas
thatthe French marqueis usingthenext
twoyearstolearnanddevelopin
rallycross ahead of the electric switch.
Atthelaunch of Mattias Ekstrom and
Audi’s 2018 World RX plans last week,
Audi Sport chief Dieter Gass said:
“We’renotonly lookingat this year,
we’relookingat the overall picture and
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Electric RX concept cars already exist,such as the STARD Peugeot

we’reinterested in E-WRX. If you
want to compete there youneed tobe
prepared and to havea very good
experience for whenit starts. Weare
keen on electric RX, thereisnodecision
yetonaboard level, butit’'ssomething
that we need totacklein the upcoming
monthsbecause foritto happen there
needstobeacertainnumber of
participants, which will be defined in
thethird quarter of the yearIthink.”
Speakingabout the make-up of the
technical regulations, Gass said that to
him it wasimportant for manufacturers
tobeatliberty todevelop some

technology in the category, while
also keeping costs under control.

Hesaid: “It’sthe matter of giving
theright freedom to develop the car
andthusgetinterestfrom car
manufacturers, butat the same time
sothebudgets don’t explode, so that
thereturnof investment staysata
reasonablelevel.”

Volkswagen has also stated its
interestin apossiblereturnto top-flight
motorsportinelectricrallycross andis
focusingon the development of itsnew
electric car for the 2018 Pikes Peak
hillclimbeventin June.

Faggioli aiming to topple Loeb’s Pikes Peak record

Pikes Peak course has only featured a fully
sealed surface since2011. Loeb’s 8m13.878s
inapurpose-built factory Peugeot 208 T16
in2013standsas the currentrecord for the
12.42-mile (19.9km) 156-turn ascent to the
summit—14,110ft (4300m) above sealevel.
Faggioliisaimingto complete a hat-trick
of outright victories for Norbert Santos’s
France-based Normamarque. Frenchman
Romain Dumas won for three of the past
four seasonsin aless extreme 650bhp
Norma M20RD four-wheel-drive model.
In2015the event was won by an electric
carforthefirsttime, with New Zealander
Rhys Millen—the son of five-time victor
of the 1990s Rod Millen-headingaclean
sweep for world motorsport’s emerging
power source.

Ten-time European Hillclimb

champion Simone Faggioli haslaunched
anambitious assaulton the USA’s historic
Pikes Peak International event.

Faggioliand his Swiss team-mate
Fabien Bouduban will be gunning for
Sebastien Loeb’s outright record with a
pair of works-supported Norma chassis
running Pirelli tyres and powered by
twin-turbocharged 3.7-litre engines
developing 800bhp.

The 39-year-old Italian, who won hisfirst
FIA Hillclimb titlein 2005 and has worn the
coveted crown for the past nine seasons
driving Osellaand Norma sportsracers,
hasbeen preparing the assault for four
years with his Faggioli Racing Team.

Firstrunonloose gravelin 1916, the

Loeb still holds the Pikes Peak record

Faggioli will use
special Normas
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Closed road boost foxrWales

New legislation opens up a variety of options for Rally GB

These are exciting times for rallying, particularly with the onset of closed-road competition. Thisyear’s
Wales Rally GB s likely to be revolutionised by the advent of the new legislation, which has now been
introduced in the principality as well as in England.

There will be sections of closed roads which will be used to link stages. It will give the organisers lots of options to mix
up the route and add an interesting new twist to the event for 2018. It will increase the efficiency of the marshalling and
willadd more spice for the spectators too.

While there will still be lots of organising to do, and many boxes to tick before these things can happen, this is exactly
the sort of thing that the Motor Sports Association had been aiming for when it spent years lobbying the government.

It shows that all the effort was worthiit.

Last year's Rally GB broke modern day records for fan numbers. With this initiative, the event will grow even stronger.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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' Drivers who think
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Soyou sign autographs? People buy your
merchandise? You might even have yourown
following of loyal fans. You might even have
press releases written about your every move.
Does that mean you are a professional racing
driver? No. There are very few paid racing
driversin UK motorsport, but ifyou walked
into a couple of paddocks in Britain, you'd be
forgiven for thinking otherwise.

Some drivers think that they are in the very
top echelon of racersinthe UK, butitis very
clearthat they are paying for their rides and
they are clearly getting carried away with the
adulation. Getreal, people.

Things MN
wants to
throw away

How many drivers are professional?

Mixed up series names
The British Touring Car Championship. It's not
complicated, is it? That's because you read
Motorsport News and you understand the sport.
Try to explain it to your mate down the pub who
doesn’tknow motor racing. Whatis a touring
car? Isthat an estate-shaped machine?

It changed from the British Saloon Car
Championship to the British Touring Car
Championshipin 1987. It's time to change
back (although I will now geta phone call
from series director Alan Gow telling me
how BTCC is now arecognised brand and
it would be foolish to suggest changing it).

Even British GT is at it. How often do people
refer to high-performance road cars as GTs?
No, that bloke down the pub would call it
asupercar. So whyisn'tit the British
Supercar Championship?

The lower rungs of national racing tend to
getthisright, why can'tthe rest?

Mixed up points systems
My colleague Stephen Lickorish touched on the
problems of dropped scoresin his Room 101
(Motorsport News, Jan 8), there is a wider
issue athand here.

Why do so many championships in the UK
use so many different points scoring systems?
[t makes itimpossible to follow. When you pota
black ballin snooker, you get seven points and
that is the same from the pubs and clubs around
the country right through to the Crucible in
Sheffield. When you win a football match, you
getthree points whether you are Sunday league
or playing at the Bernabeu.

So why should winning arace, orevenarally,
merit a differing amount of points depending on

2N j ety - : whichseries you chosetoracein? They should

Daniel Durrall enjoyed a trip to the Monte Carlo Rally... - ...and Darnall got out onto the stages as well . allbethe same, surely?

MattJames

DPVISIT THE NEW MN WEBSITED > > WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK]
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Catch-up with the latest
from the other side of the
globe with highlights
from New Zealand's
Toyota Racing Series
at Hampton Downs
(Friday, 0800-0900khrs,
BT Sport 3).

Chile was the latest
stop forthe Formula '
E field. Could Felix :
Rosenqvist score a hat-
trick of wins and would
last season's champion,
Lucas di Grassi, finally

L&
Bird a:

(Friday, 1
. BT Sport

Atfour hours and 46 minutes
inlength — plus 26 minutes of
bonus features —there is certainly
plenty to enjoy with the official
review of the 2077 FIA Formula 1
World Championship.

Sporting the new F1 logoand
thankfully without a diabolical title —
who can forget the “they did their
best"” monstrosity from last year —
the DVD/Blu-ray is a must-have
forall F1 fans.

Fantastic on-track footage,
including on-board cameras and
some pictures not seen during live
broadcasts, are as usual brilliant.
Interviews are often mixed in with

NEXT WEEK

: getoffthe markand
: score some points?

58110

. NASCAR:

There’s plenty towatch : RALLYING : Starts 0845hrs
on Motorsport.tvoverthe : Daytona : SATURDAY : Admission TBC
coming days, starting with - : MRace:Sunday, 1930- : MGoodwood, : Web highlandcarclub.
The Great History Of B : 2230hrs, Premier Sports  : West Sussex i co.uk
The 24 Hours Of Le MW won at Le Mans [ : Phil Collings | mBlytonPark,
Mans series (Thursday, ! Memorial South : Lincolnshire
2045-2100hrs), which Championship at : Downs Stages . Jack Neal Memorial
. looks back at the Brands Hatch (Friday, : Starts 0900hrs . Rally
ims for title 1999-running. 1930-2000hrs). Admission TBC : Starts 0900hrs
— For some sideways And enjoy racing from : Web southdowns- : Admission TBC
E— actionthere are the fourth round of the : stages.co.uk : Web clitheroedmc.
highlights from round 2017 Super Formula : mInverness, : co.uk
four of the Motorsport series from Motegion : Scottish :
500-1600hrs, News Circuit Rally Saturday (1030-1230hrs). Champ: Truex Jr : Highlands ! Details correctat time
3). = wee—ws | : Snowman Rally : ofpress

track footage relating to an incident,
such as the startline crashin
Singapore, and radio messages
are likewise played at the relevant
moment painting a clearer picture
of the unfolding drama.

Off-track action, such as London
Live or entertainment pre-race, are
given their fair share of coverage
during the review to reflect the
glitzand glamour of F1.

Narrating most of the review
is Channel 4 commentator Ben
Edwards, who provides the right
blend of information and suspense
toaccompany the pictures.

There are several times when the

DVD/BLU-RAY REVIEW FORMULA 1 2017 SEASON

voice of former ITV F1 commentator
James Allen speaks during
“analytical” moments which look
backat certain incidents from the
previous race —such as how
Sebastian Vettel overcame Ferrari
team-mate Kimi Raikkonenin
Monaco or the friction built up
between the Force India drivers over
the season. Footage used has often
already been played during the race
though and been covered off by
Edwards, meaning at best it feels
unnecessary for what s already
along watch. Atworst it feels
patronising for the majority of fans
who would have been able to work

outwhat happened but are force-fed
basic information.

Perhaps the most interesting bits
arethe bonus features, including
uninterrupted on-board camera
action from each round — often
putting you in the midst of a
fantastic lap-one battle or
breathtaking overtake.

There are also short films, such
as Robert Kubica's return to the

T
(FFICIAL
REVIEW OF THE

2017 FR

IONSHP™

cockpit or how Lewis Hamilton : 1 "

beat Ayrton Senna's pole record. ycis
As usual Duke doesn't disappoint

andthisis afantastic addition to add

tothe F1 season review collection.

StefanMackley F12017 seasonreviewisamust-watch

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS, VIEWS AN
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Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Telephone: 0203 4058 109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

Classified
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Diners Club
International

===
VISA

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:

25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)

25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)

Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert

£50 (£60 inc vat)

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer

25% off when you book for 4 weeks

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

SPAR

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 4058 110 or
email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday Richmond must accompany all advertisements, whether for

4 publication or not.
Weeks) TW9 1AG Any advertisement received too late for publication

Address for advertising  Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.

Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertisers name and address

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,

Payment: Cheques and postal and any advertisement received too late for

inclusion in the current issue will automatically be

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available

orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

AND ACCESSORIES

inserted in the next available issue. on request.

E www.proalloy.co.uk
@ sales@proalloy.co.uk . ‘NU
ALLOY co.ux

———

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and

fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from ‘
drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more.

01440 710266 75

Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

Tweet Us
@ProAlloy

www.proalloy.co.uk

facebook.com/
proalloy.motorsport

s INSURANCE

INSURANCE BROKERS INSURAMCE BROKERS

POLICIES FOR

v" COMPETITION CARS
v RALLY & RACE CARS
v SERVICE VEHICLES

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk
Authorised and requlated by the Financial Services Authority

ﬁlloywheelrepairs.com\]

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

FABRICAGESE

ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND MANUFACTUR

Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication
]| Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience

+ Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead
blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset
altered.

I( Chevette

- Manufacturers of cars and components Your Safety is our Priority

to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR. From Road to Race, AUIDGFBSS 0 Ftai!y,
+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll o

cages and all parts required and all Historic fo Current Day

parts required to build cars to works
spec.

40 years of experience to share.

For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg

@ 07801749 888
= fabricagebt@gmail.com

f

l IAN JEMISON

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

(01904 703 863,

MITSUBISHI

Grp N, R4,
B13 / Open Class

DID YOU
KNOW?

75% of our
readers have
been reading

for longer Tel 01524 761398
than 5 years.
Advertising Large amount of
in Motorsport parts held in stock
News helps ready for immediate

you put your
advert in front
of a loyal
audience who
trust the title.

despatch View our
online catalogue at

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

Call or buy online!

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK

01509 412 317

RALLI" [ART

waynesis@aol.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

MARDI GRAS
MOTORSPORT

Performance Instruments

"OilCoolers

SCHRICK:

ijmii i ap

- g
(RACELOGIC I
P T=r

= | | FERODO/|
CALL FOR MORE INFO 21 BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 006 DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk
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’wnc ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE FUEL TANK A AL M 14 G = FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[HB610mm x W610mm = 00 3 : [H250mm x W300mm x L600mm)]

— _ \ Ea9199
PROJECT | PROJECT

CMB-FT-020R

CUSTOM

- 1 X OFF CENTER FILLER
NECK [BAFFLED] - FORK LIFT BaAc'__-_

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 Ml.l.ﬂll -
[H250mm x W300mm 3

PES9o%9S S Fe209'99

I PROJECT | : PROJECT

CMB-FT015 -
i CUSTOM :
. ' MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET k,
FILLER | NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED] —

ccompbrake.com

Vehicle We supply a
= . comprehensive range of
W| r| n wiring products for repair,
modification or complete

' aranspanr P rOd u C'tS rewire to your vehicle

If you would like to advertise
your products ox

services here please email

Ben.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

0203 405 8109
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Roce ExhauustEsi
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Follow Us Like Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

01753532222 Simpson Exhausts

PERSPEX WINDOWS

Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,
full thermo-forming service now available

- WORLDWIDE EXPORT:«

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ

Tel: 0113 250 9852

DID YOU
KNOW?

75% of our
readers have
been reading

for longer
than 5 years.

_Advertising
in Motorsport
News he tps
you
your advert
in front
of a loyal
audience who
trust the title.
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Hockly Motorsport Ltd

A one stop shop for your rally needs

Paint & rust removal services in our bead blasting chamber

Milling & turning in our machine room
Roll cage manufacture & shell preparations
General servicing & maintenance workshop

with four wheel alignment
Mail order parts from our extensive range

of motorsport components

Contact us today
Telephone 01686 628594 Email sales@hh-ms.com
Visit www.hh-ms.com

R e T = TEgmy

:.l-._

Shen

Your One Stop Shop run by

= Competitors for Competitors.

TEL: 01559 363731

| www.westwalesrallyspares.co.uk

High Performance

= Medb in tie USA

@ Tl Automotive ./\(%\

ELE[\JEGE Lo

TN ux distributor

Original equipment on:
- BUGATTI VEYRON

- DODGE VIPER
- DODGE HELLCAT(S)

- KONEIGSEGG ONE

ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT ON DODGE HELLCAT
700+ BHP - ON YOU TUBE

Pt.No:-GST450 (PUMP-ONLY)
GST450K (PUMP KIT)

IR

Zl )

P’r No. GST400 (PuMP, ONLY)
GST400K (PumP KIT)

www.glencoeltd.co.uk
<& Tel: +44 (0)1784 493 555

ftor
__

Customer cars built to
order and maintained
Season packages
available

Award winning cars

Military standard: MIL-STD-461F
._\Iest life cycle: 6,000 hrs

"EEE= Made in the USA = /

Tel: 01784 493 555

Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

www.glencoeltd.co.uk




motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 7 2018 35

MARKETPLACE

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

M’Mﬂ FREE! Rally Design 2018 Moforsport Catalogue!

Available from our website www.rallydesign.co.uk

See
DESIE#JI]; ST n N E LE I G H BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND SUNDAY 6TH & MONDAY 7TH MAY 2018

BLACKLINE GAS =
CHARGED.- -
INSERTS (_Page 82

o FRONT STRUT
TUBE KIT

ESCORT WING
BADGES

FORD TRIM CLIPS
& GROMMETS

CALIPER
CARRIER
MOUNT

HEATED WINDSCREENS

Escort Mk1 & 2 Page 96-100 )

52mm SMOKE LENS
GAUGES

MATCHING TACHO & SPEEDO

LOW PRICE BLACKLINE HELICAL ATB's
ENGLISH, ATLAS, SIERRA 7”, FORD FWD,
MX5, FOCUS ST170

60mm ‘STEPPER
SWEEP’ GAUGES

SPECIAL
TACHOMETERS _,

ATLAS AXLE
PARTS

ATLAS [N
PLATE LSD

ENGLISH
PLATE LSD

(Page 137 2

ATLAS INTO ENGLISH PARTS
Inc. Heavy Duty Halfshafts

CASTOR/CAMBER
GAUGE
MOUNT

INFRA RED

THERMOMETER, ( Page 177 4-LEVEL
Up to 500°C S TROLLEY
TOOLBOX
ENGINE LOAD | VAG SPECIAL
LEVELLER TOOLS
( Page 189

50amp PLASMA
CUTTER

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 www. ra"ydesl'gn.co. vk unir 4, sT. auGusTINE's BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ
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=Moetefindt

Tailor-made trucks and trailers

TAILORMADE TRAILER
FOR THE U.K.

Each trailer is tailored made to each customer’s requirements, the dimensions and configuration
are bespoke. We are able to create payloads up to 2500 kg — available as tarpaulin or solid
construction. Moetefindt has over 35 years experience in building individual trucks & trailers.

AIR SUSPENSION SYSTEM ALUMINIUM CONSTRUCTION INDIVIDUALLY EQUIPPED
The trailer tilts automatically and the Complete alloy chassis giving the system Extensive variety of options to build the
system is maintenance-free. the lowest empty weight. perfect solution to meet all requirements.

(=145 =]

www.moetefindt.co.uk 3
www.facebook.com/moetefindt E
1
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TRANSPORTERS

B

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B e
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-
-

¥ Connected to you

i
T

B0 —

L

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat ' : ACEETERE

S TRARIES
AN AMES TF .

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
I:EE TRANSPORTER Ia - _ A A _
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

WOODFORD TRAILERS DEALERS UK

POTHSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
Tel: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
W: www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE
MOTORCARS
Office ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mobile ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
W: www.vandp.net

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road
Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

Tel: 07933842719
E: ellisviner@btinternet.com
W: www.southeast-trailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road
Wallington, Surrey, SM6 7BJ

Tel: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester, Hampshire
SO21 3AS
E: info@trailers.co.uk

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
Tel: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
W: www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
Tel: +44 (0)1787 249737
Tel: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
W: www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington, West Sussex
RH20 4LR
Tel: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
W: www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1
Marsden Barn
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
Tel: 01455641367
Mob: 07968888624
E: marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels
Main St
Strelley
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
Te:.01159293901
Mob:0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6
Lion Works
Pool Rd,
Newtown
Powys
SY16 3AG
Tel: 01686 628144

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell
Leeds
LS26 0SB
Tel: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
W: rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading
RG7 1NB
Tel: 01183240403
E: sales@Ilovelltrailers.co.uk
W: www.lovelltrailers.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
Tel: 0044(0)2885549851
W: www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk




Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 7 2018 39

. ELECTRONICS

Authorised stocklsts for:

and many more...

01527908676 |

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.

CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w_

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
For more i ion email: g torsport.com
call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: grnuphmntorspnrl com

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

GroupB Motorsport
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Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally / & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

WWW mcrracecars.co.u

phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

L
\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in alf types of motorsport worldwide.

W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

IRECTORY

RACEWEAR

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

RACEWEAR
140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT —

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACEWEAR
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 Performance Tuning Specialists
© 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
 Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

— Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit

01604 766624

northamptonmotorsport.com

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS

RACE & RALLY PARTS

o) Part BOXNC) 2

www.part-box.com
TELEPHONE: 0121 557 2707 E-MAIL: SALES@PART-BOX.COM
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FREE UK DELIVERY AVAILABLE. OPEN 24/7. GREAT TECHNICAL SUPPORT.

®No Logo Set Up FuM
www.ilogomeup.co.u
TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics
®

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
Living thhe high lite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

WHEELS & TYRES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

101782280136 F:01782269913
E: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

Aaron McNamara
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8105

R33N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E:aaron.mcnamara@motorsport.com

Abbey Gunner
Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: abbey.gunner@motorsport.com




Keeping you 2
On Track....... ‘RwN

MOTORSPORT INSURANCE

@ Rally damage On Event @ Liability
@ Accident damage On Track @ Personal accident

@ storage and transit @ Track day

V] Competitive premiums V] Simple quote form
@ A-Rated Insurers V] Bespoke cover
@ raost claim payments V] Knowledgeable staff

Complete an online quote request form at

www.ryanmi.com
Email us: info@ryanmi.com Call us: +44 (0)1799 524202

Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited
who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Its Financial Services registration number is 312026.



