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DESCRIPTION
AXD OPERATION

The chines are the wide, flat expanses
extending from the nose aft on

both sides of the SR-71's fuselage.
Numerous bays inside the chines

on both sides of the fuselage housed

a variety of sensors, cameras, and
other electronics used to gather

the intelligence.

The SR-71 Blackbird flew its first operational mission on March 21, 1968, out
of Kadena Air Base at Okinawa, Japan. The airplanes and their pilots were
called “Habus,” nicknamed after the black adder snake on Okinawa. As an
F-4 pilot on Kadena in 1972, I saw the Blackbird and often wondered what it
would be like to fly at Mach 3.0+ speeds. I applied for the SR-71 program and
began training in June 1974 with my reconnaissance systems officer (RSO),
Don Emmons, at Beale Air Force Base, California. I was fortunate to fly the
SR-71 for the next seven years and then become the squadron commander.

In June 1987, I was selected to be the 9th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing
commander at Beale AFB. The SR-71 program was terminated in 1990
and three SR-71s were given to NASA at Edwards AFB for testing high-
speed projects. In 1995, the air force reactivated the SR-71 with three prior
crews to gather intelligence around the globe. They never flew operational
missions, and the program was cancelled in November 1997. The last flight
of a Blackbird, a NASA SR-71, took place on October 9, 1999.

The Lockheed SR-71 is a delta-wing aircraft powered by two Pratt & Whitney
J58 engines with a pilot in the front cockpit and the RSO in the rear cockpit
(F1G. 1-1, pAGE 1-5). All of the SR-71’s various reconnaissance sensors were
located inside the fuselage “chine,” extending from the nose to the leading edge
of each wing, as well as inside the removable nose section, The J58 engines were
located midspan on each wing inside the inlet duct, each providing 34,000 pounds

of uninstalled static thrust at sea-level conditions (FIc. 1-1 #31, PAGE 1-5).
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