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Key facts about U.S. Latinos for
National Hispanic Heritage Month

BY JENS MANUEL KROGSTAD AND LUIS NOE-BUSTAMANTE

National Hispanic Heritage Month, which begins each year on Sept. 15, celebrates U.S.
Latinos, their culture and their history. Started in 1968 by Congress as Hispanic Heritage

Week, it was expanded to a month in 1988. The celebration begins in the middle rather
than the start of September because it coincides with national independence days in
several Latin American countries: Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua and
Costa Rica celebrate theirs on Sept. 15, followed by Mexico on Sept. 16, Chile on Sept. 18
and Belize on Sept 21.

Here are some key facts about the nation’s Latino population by age, geography and origin
groups.
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The share of Latinos in the U.S.

who speak English proficiently is growing. In 2018, 71% of Latinos ages 5
and older spoke English proficiently, up from 59% in 2000. U.S.-born Latinos are driving
this growth, as their share on this measure has grown from 81% to 90% during this time.
By comparison, 37% of Latino immigrants spoke English proficiently in 2018, a
percentage that has increased only slightly since 1980.
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English proficiency has increased
among Latinos, while Spanish use at
home has declined
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Note: Latinos who speak English proficiently are those who speak
only English at home or, if they speak non-English language at
home, they indicate they can speak English “very well.”

Source: Pew Research Center tabulations of 1980, 1990, 2000
censuses (5% IPUMS) and 2010 and 2018 American Community
Surveys (IPUMS).
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People of Mexican origin

account for slightly over 60% Hispanic origin groups in the U.S., 2018
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(37 million) of the nation’s overall U.S. Hispanics
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Guatemalans, Colombians and Hondurans.  Nicaraguan 438,000 0.7
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U.S. increased 106% to 492,000, by far the American
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fastest growth rate. Dominicans and
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Guatemalans each saw increases of 37%, descending order of population size. Hispanic origin is based on
. self-described ancestry, lineage, heritage, nationality group or count:
followed by a 34% increase among the of birth. o inees € Ve Y
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Honduran population. Puerto Ricans, the Community Survey (IPUMS).
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their population jump by 23%, to 5.8
million in 2018.

By contrast, the number of people of Mexican origin grew by only 12% from 2010 to 2018,
among the lowest growth rates in the top 10 origin groups. At 6%, the Ecuadorian

population saw the slowest growth rate.

Four in-five Latinos are U.S. citizens. As of 2018, about 80% of Latinos living
in the country are U.S. citizens, up from 74% in 2010. This includes people born in

the U.S. and its territories (including Puerto Rico), people born abroad to American
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parents and immigrants who have become naturalized citizens. Among the origin groups,
virtually all Puerto Ricans are U.S. citizens. Spaniards (91%), Panamanians (89%) and
Mexicans (80%) have some of the highest citizenship rates, while Hondurans (53%) and
Venezuelans (51%) have the lowest rates.

The share of U.S.

Latinos who are
immigrants is on the
decline and varies by

Immigrant share has fallen in largest Latino origin
groups since 2007
% born outside of the U.S., by origin group
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(30%) are foreign born.
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That’s far lower than the
shares among the other

major groups by population — Colombians (61%), Guatemalans (61%), Hondurans (61%),
Salvadorans (56%), Cubans (56%) and Dominicans (54%). Each of these groups saw the
immigrant share of their populations decline from 2007 to 2018. People born in Puerto
Rico are U.S. citizens at birth.

A record 32 million Latinos are projected to be eligible to vote in
2020, up from 27.3 million in 2016. The 2020 election will mark the first
time that Hispanics will be the largest racial and ethnic minority group in the electorate,

accounting for just over 13% of eligible voters.

Five states are home to two-thirds of all Latino eligible voters in 2018.
California (7.9 million) alone holds about a quarter of the U.S. Latino electorate. It is

followed by Texas (5.6 million), Florida (3.1 million), New York (2.0 million) and Arizona
(1.2 million).

U.S. Latinos make up 43% of eligible voters in New Mexico, the highest share for any state.
This is followed by California (30%), Texas (30%), Arizona (24%) and Florida (20%).

1 A quarter of Latino eligible voters are naturalized citizens. As of
2018, that amounted to 7.5 million Latino immigrants who are eligible to vote,

more than any other racial or ethnic group.

1 Florida and Texas are home to the
highest shares of Latinos among
immigrant eligible voters. About 54% of naturalized
citizens who are eligible voters in Florida are Latino, the
highest in the nation. Texas (52%) is the only other state
where Latinos make up at least half of immigrant eligible

voters.
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Nationally, U.S. Hispanics make up 34% of naturalized Latinos are roughly half of

citizens who are eligible to vote. immigrant eligible voters
in Florida and Texas

Note: This is an update of a post originally published on % of immigrant eligible voters who

Sept. 16, 2014.

are Latino

Florida
Texas
California
New Jersey

New York

Note: Eligible voters are U.S. citizens ages
18 and older. Latinos are of any race.
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of
2018 American Community Survey (IPUMS).
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