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Statement following 47
th

 Pacific Islands Forum Leaders’ Meeting 
 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, The Honorable John 

Silk, released the below statement today following the 47
th

 Pacific Islands Forum Leaders’ 

Meeting in Pohnpei:  

 

“Today’s communique is a clarion call to action that even with the Paris Agreement, there 

remains a lot of work to do to guarantee there will still be 16 seats at the Pacific Islands 

Forum in a hundred years from now.” 

 

“The Pacific is strongest when we come together and fight as one.  Along with our big 

brothers and sisters in Australia and New Zealand, we have declared that we will continue 

to push for an ambitious amendment to the Montreal Protocol in October, and to see 

ambitious climate action across all sectors.  This must include reducing aviation and 

maritime emissions in line with the 1.5°C temperature target we all agreed in Paris.” 

 

“I want to particularly thank President Christian for the Federated States of Micronesia’s 

tireless leadership in the Montreal Protocol negotiations, beginning with their first 

submission in 2009.  If we succeed in Kigali, it will be one of the best examples of island 

leadership that we have ever seen and help us avoid up to half a degree of warming – the 

biggest chunk yet off the ambition gap.” 

 

 

* The Pacific Islands Forum includes Australia, the Cook Islands, the Federated States of 

Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of 

the Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. 
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