LIKE GLASS IN C [/ RN .

_ A GALE IS I\ 222 2\ /) QM 7 rFaLLs INTO
/ LASTONIA... ] @ VAP PLACE, YOUR
' - v (M HIGHNESS.

STRONG GUSTS
BUFFET IT'S
; OUTSIDE WHILE
THE INSIDE
A\ CRACKS FROM




THE PEOPLE'S

HEARTS HAVE

BEEN STOLEN
AWAY FROM Uus!

NOT EVEN A
| SINGLE MaN
HAS BEEN

CAUGHT, "
: THROUGH THE

™| SUPPORT OF |
\ THE SERFS! /\\

WHEN OUR | |
OWN HOUSE || SUCH POOR /[
BE IN L TIMING FOR

\\ / -
| BVEN THREE
DAYS PAST MY ) +-RAN-
\ OWN ESTATE SACKING EACH DAY
| WAS VICTIM. OUR BRINGS NEWS
| HOMES. OF ANOTHER
\ RAID UPON OUR
T N A ESTATES..

AND YET THE WAR
| CONTINUES ON AND
ON... CANNOT WE END
. OUR BLOODY DISPUTE
_\ WITH HARLAND?

SUCH =

)

/" YET SUCH AN
ACT WOULD
WAVE OUR
WEAKNESS

BEFORE OUR
PEERS LIKE A
BANNER,
MAKING LS
THIS WAR PREY TO THEIR
MUSTBE  PREDATION
WON AT ALL T
coer. |

AS THE WAR
RAGES,
EMBOLDENED

AND THEY MUST
BE ARMED BY
SOME FOREIGN /%

(fee

/B
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."M

T

- P ma WO BT
(= (&

[P ———
/
L’/

NOT ONLY 1S N\
THERE THE RED | . L\)= N
LILY LEAGUE, = =4
BUT MANY 4;;
OPPOSE US... B

Lot

IT
MUST]
BE!




) ‘
7 A
j ...AFORE THE
PALACE GATES HAVE
ISSUED DEMANDS

7 FOR AN AUDIENCE,
MILORD!

ORDER THE (| pri--
GUARD TO  =x™¢<~
THROW THEM :
INTO THE

DUNGEONS!

ATTACK DOES
NOT SEEM
THEIR
INTENT.




T'WOULD BE TOOLS OF YET ARE
A DIFFICLLT THEIR TRADES,

ARREST FOR Syegaill AXES AND

THE PALACE MGl 7 SCYTHES...

GUARD. [ Xepl  WITH THE
\U RED LILY AS <

e ESCORT, | my— =F
E \"‘<-§.'\ T;ijé;

X Q W T 7
( 1\\\\\ “”ﬂl"J 2 our

THE
GRANT US KING!

. AUDIENCE!

= WHAT ) OUTRA-

1 We GEOUS
RELENT, WHAT o oo e
L d

FURTHER 4
ASKANCE COURSE?
SHALL THEY
HAVE? A AN
THEY REACH Y 45 @
BEYOND THEIR g,fi )
., STATION! _ (\\¢y

eV {
SRS LET OUR |
S STEEL
LR NAY /"  SCATTER
SN | moTHeR! Y THEIR
==l : /) VANl

= i






PRINCESS
ALDIS,
AM I...

o

I SHALL
BE HERALD

A SWORD
CANONLY BE [
cHECKED BY B 1Y/ suouLo

STRENGTH OF St [[ricre pe| HIGHNESS!
HEART.... CONFLICT, <3\

YET A
CALAMITY WILL
BEFALLUSIF |
THER SUTIS | 7/
NOT ANSWERED |
| AND THER FATH | | N\
RESTORED. ‘




Q@ ; / Pzrocgn BIDE A

PERSON  momen, |||
: INTO THE YOUR !
L\ HAZARD! picuness. || )

FORSOOTH! -
PROTECT THE
PRINCESS!




-

- How are you S 7
/C/ ¥ planning to ‘ ( -
: b7 7 ; LOOK ] : ,
N play this part, AT MAYA'S WHAT WILL
EXPRESSION!

IT HAS
GENUINE
FEELING

o
MY 2
ol

il T'WAS MY

B || GRANDMOTHER'S
| \ DESIRE THAT T
’ BECOME A HOPE

UNTO THIS

KINGDOM....!










WILL
THIS WAR
NEVER

PLOWS AN
SHEARS LIE IDLE
WHILE MEN ARE
MARCHED TO WAR.
NONE REMAIN BUT (
FOR THE SICK, THE,

ELDERLY AND (
CHILDREN!
b ——

(o
WITH

\', &\ NO WORK:
) SHALL YOU '\ we cANNOT

e i Vo) PAY TAXEE]

VANITY? -~
Y es @m,/
/L'/L‘W
- \‘\/
!‘, _3

't
%
) LeTour © %

~ LOVED ONES [
3 / RETURN! =

.\.\ ‘ |
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) % AN AN AN
) '} ) :‘/ v \ \‘
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7\ WIsE
/ PEOPLE OF
LASTONIA!

8

1

PRINCESS
) ALDIS AM T! /
1 A

HIS
MAJESTY'S

WAR WOLINDS
WILL NOT
ALLOW HIS

\ATTENDANCE!

THOU ART
NOT FAR
FROM THE
THOUGHTS OF
ROYALTY!

2 HeAVY BURDEN (¢

) THAT HAS \ \ \
" COME FROM : N\LE [ ‘ \ A
TAXATION! {; S N, WE v g \ N
V. : / A

A LASTONIA, //;
PROSPEROLIS N
AND CONTENT, {/

'‘TWAS HARLAND'S NOW IS LANCED
CONQUERING WITH WAR.
GREED THAT

TOOK OUR MINES,

BRINGING US TO

THIS STATE.




THE DAYS OF

PARLIAMENT ARE SUCH DISTRESS
RESOLVED TO AND AFFLICTION
ALLEVIATE THY

PLIGHT AND THE

WOES OF OUR

GOOD FORTUNE
SHALL RETURN

ROYAL FAMILY
DESIRES FOR
THEE.

LK R A k
i |, s ’ )
g BELOVED

™ ARE THEE TO ME r/
< AND THE ROYAL ~ -
FAMILY!




SR : g The

S audience

TN became
s - part of the
= i LD people of
3 Ak ™ Lastonia.

i
i
i
Everyone i
present has A /

the feeling AR

of being a o

citizen of L

Lastonia...

and is
touched by
| the words =
/| and conduct P
}{  of Aldis... Z
» g




THE ROYAL

AND BUT A “WISE" AND
BIT OF TIME "BELOVED"
TO TRUST HER DID SHE CALL

LOVE... TO THEM...

LIKE WIDE-EYED

FAMLY HAS CHILDREN, SOOTHED

EVER WITHHELD || £pom THEIR ANGER,

ITSELF FROM DOES THE MOB HEAR
COMMONERS. HER WORDS,

SHINING LIKE
PERSEPHONE
PERSONIFIED /

" (I i vou R
‘ "/u uSJN-" 32]‘35 BACK FOR ...HAS
S0 suaLL PRI MADE WEEDS
THA" PEACE TO Neess [ o piecontent |
LasTONA,  WEHOLD  ALDrg, ™ [ | i e aNDs
bl /\  OF HOPE.
/AN
,/// [ N i
[/
Q 7L



YOU ARE A FICENT!|
PRINCESS A
KINGDOM CAN
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z////” y/am

WRINRRNGN

m

I
FEEL LIKE |

FROM A /

'/ THE
, || FIRST
M WAKING | | JE50
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T " “ T " ‘/ H/////
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| R
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intermission
will be

20 minutes

long.
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NOow you
KNOW, A LOT
OF PEOPLE |
| THOUGHT THAT
THE CASTING

T'M STILL
IN SHOCK!
. WAS A

\ MISTAKE!

/
7

KITAJIMA MAYA,
THE ONE WHO
PLAYS ALDIS,
WAS SHE
REALLY THAT
BEAUTIFLL?

PRESENCE. /)

B Y ~
2 I GET
A |  Excimep
WHEN ALDIS
COMES ON
STAGE.

AuM | V) ety Y=  aure
HMEKAWA | A sves YOU ASK ME,
SASHE 7T wonpeReLL, AYLMI

TP ANE, 7 A ATWISTED  SME  HIMEKAWA
SHEHAB AN | F /) | SEDUCTION. BEWITCHES IS REALLY
EXCEPTIONAL | =4 ; eon.




| Iuear  RECENTLY
\ YOUR N YOU'VE
o R PARTICIPATED
/ IN SOME BIG
THINGS.

THANK YOU,
THAT'S VERY
KIND OF YOU.

b\ Some time ago,

( when he was
j going out with
)\ Maya, hewas
- just a boy...

il | ‘I"'}{} H
I

| didnt nofice.

Now he’s
almost as tall
as we...




| EXCUSE
| ME.

BACKSTAGE
= M
: -
T'VE :
COME ONLY '
| TO SEE THE

SHOW.

{\Y\ Without my
e notice,
. Chibi-chan,

He's become a
wan without
r me notieing

Ny e
\\ :

He's
already an
aduk...




stay and watch

o
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£

F=] =

® A A

= h\, N o, Z
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Only the thought

that you are
somewhere in the
audience is giving

o
S
.
=
[~
<
@»
=
N\
\\L, S
AR
&>



You're the
one who | most
wish 1o see me

in this play!

.~‘

7~ ldon't know
1 '
[/ anything
v about you:
your hawe,
your age...

You've always
supported me
from the
shadows...

Q4

' s \ ‘ - —_— 7;‘.“’;——
N\ | / e WP l s ; |
' g P ! » s 4N\ |
\ | ZPC | 7 ~ Purple Rose _Z{» \/
WA [:2 N7 | 2N\ o &
/, DA o / \ \
\ 3 \\
J/ 1
AND IT —Am
COULDN'T HAVE T \ == MAYA ... THE TWO THE ORIGELD
BEEN OTHERWISE, | KITAJIMA'S CANDIDATES OF AYUMI
SINCE SHE IS THE | | ALDIS WAS FOR THE LEADING ~ HIMEKAWA AND
WINNER OF THE | — RATHER GOOD ROLE OF THE THE ALDIS OF
ACADEMIC ARTS | BUT... MASTERPIECE MAYA KITAJIMA
AWARD. "THE CRIMSON
D) GODDESS",
A} 1
... FOR g /4
THE MOMENT 1
| AMI HIMEKAWA (2 1)
g .. s J
/ .. '- / 5 1S BETTER. ‘:t'\‘\l\ \ j,.\é
i Ny b IN THE BEGINNING )
v ] MANY THOUGH THE
ITLLBE ¥ \[|  ROLE ASSIGNMENTS |
INTERESTING | \ WERE A MISTAKE. N (A
SECOND f THINK NOW, bl
ACT. \ ‘£

vl ONovera-saN? | [ATA




M EVEN IF SHE

WILL ‘

t ONLY RECEIVES MAYA KITAIIMA | | THE
N EQUAL ACCLAIM AS REALLY BE T'—‘ SECOND

/ AYUMI HIMEKAWA, A%zmﬂéi;x BJ;A ) ACT?

THE { THAT'S ALL SHE ; /

) DOORS TO THE | NEEDS TO BECOME IN THE END? \\

L., WORLD OF \\ A STAR. / 2
ENTERTAINMENT |
WILL OPEN X

FOR HER.

\

second act
shall begin
shortly.

Please
return to the
auditorium.




FORWARD

&

PRINCESS ALDIS -

BEGAN TO TAKE | \)

UP HER DUTES —
AS A ROYAL 4
PRINCESS... |

. _4

.




THE KING
ORDERED A
REPRIEVE IN

TAXATION, FOR
HER SAKE.

AT HER URGING,
BREAD AND SOUP
IS OFFERED DALY
TO THE DESTITUTE.

D —
PARLIAMENT
ENDLESSLY SESSIONS...
DEBATE SUITABLE
TERMS OF PEACE /

WITH HARLAND.

\

b\
veT FOR |\
A SINGLE
( THOUGHT! |

LASTONIA 1 <
) Unmrust- >
WORTHY.

-

\

[

/ S W /
{ ' / /
HARLAND YET WOULD THEY | /
\ Was sPURNED || THEY SHARE THE ) ppgRe | HARLAND HAS ,'/,v:/
[ THE TERMS. ||RIGHTS OF MINING,| Tyig TReaTy) SUFFERED MORE 1\ // /
WITH EXTRACTION, ALSO. ( GREATLY THAN ’ y.
PRODLCTION AND LASTONIA IN ¥/ /
COMMERCE IN OUR ™\ THIS WAR. /
PERVIEW... AN # V4
- AR : /

AND PROMISE
OF FUTLIRE
AlD TO ALL

ENDEAVOURS,

FINANCIAL AND

..\:
A
T




TO YOUR
GRACIOUS
L, MAZesTy,
| THE KING OF
HARLAND!

"

| SIMPLE GIRL

| THAT LOvES |\

l PEACE. A
v/ )

I PRAY YOU
CONSIDER ME,
ALDIS, NOT THE
PRINCESS OF
AN ENEMY
KINGDOM

ANON,
DOES A COURIER DELIVERED
BY MESSENGER,
RETURN FROM
HARLAND TO GIVE Alfelg %gggﬁgﬁs
ANSWER... ... WITH A

FERVENT PLEA  AND TRUST TO
FOR PEACE.  HOSTILE HARLAND

-
: i~ r}z.
\\? N — = o
. AR A L AN, 17 27
SOOIV Gll ! ft / \44_// ' 2
SN T mssur C Q) TN youm
\X/ ATESTFOR ' HIGHNESS!
~_ = Toeee HETWAMD ([ Tt
= o PRINCESS TRAP!
. WHERE OUR & GREAT ADVANTAGE
| commiments AP
e - 1) MENTS WOULD THEY
L HAVE TO HOLD =
YOU RANSOM!




Y Your Qz
Hteuuess\

AR ;-2 e 22y
b vi":‘ ’}r r'r ) .:\\“\é}‘; = w'.“:-m'_>b
 ( t\.;\'{f\ IE y L~ f\‘&, {x\\\i K_‘C» i)

7

...LET IT NOT

CONCERN YoUu! BE AT
TS ALSO A TEST PEACE
FOR LASTONIA!

WILL FAIL. OF OUR DECEIT.

AND OUR | / Yl IF WE
EFFORTS N | HESITATE,
FOR PEACE | _ IT WILL BE PROCF
{




I CAN'T
TAKE MY
EYES OF

WONDERFUL
SMILE THAT
GIRL HAS.

DOES HAVE |
THE SMILE OF |
AN ANGEL




MAY THEY
BE BROUGHT
TO BEAR IN

Al Beautitul
‘ = Princess
| Aldis.

Then you
again...

.. the
y auvdience
M | is now
(|| watching
l you!

And
shortly it | knew
will be you were
watching wonderful!
Origeld!

ALDIS,

ROYAL

PRINCESS OF “~i._
LASTONIA!




S
=
=
A
=

the curtain

Who will

the publie

watch.. !




- o~ A L_g ke . <o —
= GET I T
1 ) WITH A TS AN HONOLIR
e ] =t SINCERE TO HAVE BEEN
; MR} HEART DO INVITED TO THE
't Sl o ol I EXTEND CELEBRATION OF
P ik~ | LASTONIA'S, YOUR KINGDOM'S
— MY NATION'S FOUNDING.
i CONGRATU- /
LATIONS. 4 )
AS A TOKEN, i ‘
SUCH GIFTS { (N =
HAVE BEEN . csusgli:
BROUGHT. \ '
/N

MAY
\  THey Be
| PLEASING
= | Tovou
|
|




THE KING 1S
ENAMOUIRED,
I CAN
UNDERSTAND.

A GRACIOUS
AND ANGELIC
GIRL.




GLASS MASK <END OF VOLUME 267



