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Brit described race as ‘horrible’; but fourth was enough

By Stephen Lickorish

HOW EDWARDS

Lewis Hamilton’s former
Mercedes team-mate Nico
Rosberg believes the Briton
cangoon and break Michael
Schumacher’s Formula 1
records over the nexttwo
years after clinching his fifth
titlein Mexico last weekend.
Rosberg, the 2016 F1 champion,
believes that Hamilton is capable
of eclipsing Schumacher’srecord
of seven titlesand 91 race wins
beforehis current Mercedes
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Hamilton isonly 20 wins shy
of Schumacher’s score, having
added anothernine victories
tohistally sofarthis season.
“For Lewisnow, with fivetitles,
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contract expires at the end 0f2020.

unbelievable,” said Rosberg,
inamessageposted on his
YouTube channel. “It’scrazy
tothink, and equalling[Juan
Manuel] Fangio [asafive-time
world champion]-crazy.

“He can seriously gofor
Schumacher’srecords now.
He’s gottwomore yearsonthe
contract, and Schumiisonly two
titlesaway, 20race winsaway,
eventhat’s possibleintwo years.

“It’samazing. He canreally
try tobecome statistically the best
ofall-time, whichisunreal, butit
isapossibility,andI’'msurehe’s
goingto be motivated by that.”

Hamilton saysheneeded some
“special moments” tosecurea
fifth title this year.

Sebastian Vettelled the
standings for Ferrariat the mid-
point of the season, but since
then Hamilton has won six of the
lastnineraces—and sealed the
crown with afourth placeinthe
Mexican Grand Prix, with two
races stillremaining.

“Through the yearthere
were alot of testing times for
us,” Hamilton said. “Evenon
weekends where wedidn’thave

Former team-mate Rosherg tips Briton

the package and we were on
theback foot, we’d come away
with wins even though we
weren’tthe quickest.
“Ittook some speciallaps, it
took some special momentsin
the car and I honestly could just
re-livethose momentsall the
time. Some of those experiences1
hadin the car werereally magical.
“IthinkIhadagreatyearlast
year and I was thinking to myself,
‘How canIraisethebar,howcanl
squeeze some more out of myself?’
“Thereisnosecretformula
but somehowImanaged tofind
thatbalance and thatflowand
I’'vehad some of my bestraces
ofmy career.Ithink that’s
ultimately why I'm sitting here.”
Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff
reckons Hamilton was driving
betterthan ever this year but
thiswasthetoughest ofthe
fourtitles the Briton has won
with the manufacturer.
“Thisisthebest Lewis
HamiltonI’ve seeninthelast six
years,” said Wolff. “He hasdriven
better. Hehas been better out of
thecar. Very, very complete. But
aswetrytoreachformore,itis
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never completely complete. It haswon the fifth championship,

sounds stupid.” isthathe concentratesonthejob
When asked ifhe thinks inhand, andnotlook toofar away.
33-year-old Hamilton will Beforereachingseven, thereis

asixthtowinand wehaven’t
scored a single point forthatone.’

Hamilton admitted his
disappointing performancein the
Mexican GP-where Mercedes
struggled compared to Red Bull
and Ferrari—wasn’thow he
wanted to wrap up thetitle.

“Itwasahorriblerace,”
Hamilton conceded. “We were
struggling. Iwastryingtohold
onand bringthe carhome.”

Healsopaid tribute tohis
paternal grandfather, who
passed away in the week
leadinguptotherace.

“Ireally, really wanttojust
dohim proud and makemy dad
proud, because thisisadifficult
timefor all the family,” he said.
“Tjustcalled my dad and I know
he’sproud of what we’veachieved,

continueintheseriesintohis
late-30slike Kimi Raikkonen,
Wolffsaid: “Hehasthatatthe
momentandaslongasheis
motivated and enjoys what
heisdoinghecangoonfor
many more years.
“Aslongasheisinagoodcar
and continues enjoying what he
doestoday,Ithink thereismore
tocome. ButIthink thereasonhe

s

“He can

become
the best of
all-time’’

andIknow he’s proud of me
NICO) _ which hasalways beenmy goal -
. W T andlknow grandad would be
ROSBERG B q“'r-_ % proudofusaswell.”

Mercedes’s attentionnow
switches to the constructors’
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Hamilton has matched Fangio
as a five-time F1 champion

championshipasitaimsfora
fifth consecutivetitle double.
The German manufacturer
hasalead of 55 points over
Ferrariheadinginto thefinal
tworaces with amaximum of
86stillavailable.
“Thejobisnotdoneyet,” said
Wolff. “We are very happy about
thefifth drivers’ championship
becausethatisthe most visible
and mostimportantchampionship,
butthereisaconstructors’
championshipstill out there
that we want to secure and win.
“Itisnoteasyasyoucansee
today,andIthink you canonly
countrecords once youclose the
book. AndIdon’tseeusclosing
thebook atthe moment, we enjoy
what wedo andthatiswhyIam
notlookingatthisatthe moment.”
Vettel saysit was “horrible”
tomissoutonthetitleagainbut
paid tribute to Hamilton.
“Hedrovesuperbly all year,”
said Vettel of hisrival. “He was
thebetter one ofustwo.Itold
him it was well deserved and
toenjoyit.”
Additionalreporting by
Scott Mitchell

ERSTAPPEN ADMITS ‘OVERDRIVING’ ® > > PAGEG

HOW LEWIS BEGAME A FIVE-TIME CHAMP

2008

1st Lewis Hamilton (McLaren-Mercedes)

2nd Felipe Massa (Ferrari)

3rd Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

The path to Lewis Hamilton's first crown was not a smooth
one, and the McLaren driver fought tooth-and-nail against
Ferrari, and especially Felipe Massa. After winning the opener
in Australia, he took further victories in Monaco, Britain and
Germany, but Massa was never out of his slipstream in the
hunt for the crown. Hamilton had a seven-point buffer going
into the last round at Interlagos in Brazil. In drizzling conditions,
asmall slip by the intermediate-tyred Hamilton allowed
Sebastian Vettel into fifth place — which, with Massa leading,
was the position the Brit needed. However, on the very last
lap, both Vettel and Hamilton pounced on the Toyota of Timo
Glock, who was struggling on his dry tyres. Hamilton sealed
his maiden crown by a single mark.

2014

1st Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

2nd Nico Rosberg (Mercedes)

3rd Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull-Renault)

There had been some background criticism of Lewis Hamilton's
decision to join Mercedes from McLaren in 2013, with many
outsiders believing he was chasing the dollar. But he knew

that the German firm was well down the road with its hybrid
technology and, when it came on streamin 2014, Lewis was
proved right. Hamilton went into the double-points finale with a
17-pointlead over his team-mate Nico Rosberg with 10 wins
already in his pocket —indeed, he had gone on afive-race
winning streak from the ltalian race at Monza to the USA GP at
Austin. Rosberg suffered electrical problems at the Yas Marina
circuitand could only finish in 14th spot, while Hamilton won again.

2015

1st Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

2nd Nico Rosberg (Mercedes)

3rd Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

This was a much easier run for Lewis Hamilton, who only failed
to finish on the podium on two occasionsin the opening 16
races. Again, it was his team-mate Nico Rosberg who pushed
him hardest, and there was some friction between the two with
some very close on-track moments. One of the major blots for
Lewis had been a botched pit call under F1’s first ever virtual
safety carin Monaco, which cost him his 19-second lead.
Hamilton had the title wrapped up with three races left to go
andtook the title with a victory at the American Grand Prixin
Austin. Mercedes won all but three races during the course of
the season with Sebastian Vettel's Ferrari taking the others.

2017

1st Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

2nd Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

3rd Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

This was a much more competitive season with Ferrari
starting off strongly and Red Bull having the pace to win
on occasion. Sebastian Vettel won three of the opening
six races for the Scuderia but Mercedes fought back and
Lewis Hamilton went on a run of five wins from six races.
However, at the Mexican Grand Prix with two races
remaining, there was a three-way collision between Max
Verstappen, Vettel and Hamilton at the third corner which
put Hamilton to the very back and forced him to charge
through the pack. With Vettel battling to fourth spot, alame
ninth position was enough for Hamilton wrap up the title.

2018 (so far--.)
1st Lewis Hamilton (Mercede
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Hamilton took a last-gasp title win

A struggle to ninth was enough

errari) 3rd Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)
ith a series of tactical mistakes — and
onthe backfoot overthe

iti i i tone where
the British Grand Prixat Silvers
oy ackthrough the packtorescue
nthe middle of the campaign really tgrped
he Mexican GP with tworaces remaining.
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MEXICHN GP REPORT A" ROBERTS

Red Bull stole the show on the da ylew:s Hamilton was finall y crowned

Verstappen made it back-to- -

back wins in Mexico City
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Ricciardo doesn’t

like Sundays much...

| Critical tyre wear made
life hard for Hamilton

scored his
fifth grand
prix victory
witha
dominant
driveinthe
Mexican Grand Prixlast Sunday.
But thefinallaps were not entirely
stressfree. Onthe Red Bull
pitwall, his engineers were
prayingthere wouldn’t be arepeat
ofthemechanical problem that
caused second-placed Daniel
Ricciardotoretire fromtherace.
Verstappenranacautiousfinal few
lapstotake a well-deserved win, with
thetwo Ferrarisroundingout the
podium positions. But Sebastian
Vettel’ssecond place—and more
significantly Lewis Hamilton’s fourth -
was enough tobringthedrivers’
championship toaconclusion.
Aftertherace, asthey emerged
from their carsin the Foro Sol stadium
section ofthelap, Vettel went across
to applaud Hamilton on equalling
the great Juan Manuel Fangio’sfive
world championships.
“Icongratulated himashe’sbeen
superball year and the title was well-
deserved,” said Vettel. “Number fiveis
somethingunbelievable and Itold him
tokeeppushingbecauseIneed himto
beathisbesttofightagainstnextyear.”
Ithad been adifficult afternoon for
Hamilton, who spent 71 laps around
the Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez
nursinghistyres. Hefinished overa
minute behind Verstappen, while his
team-mate Valtteri Bottas (infifth)
was alapdown. Hamilton saidithad
beena “horrible” race.
“Igotagreatstartand was working
my way up andIreally don’t know
what happened after that,” said the
Mercedesman. “Iwasjusttryingto
hold on and bring the carhome.”
Fourth place in Mexico, coming50

ax Verstappen

years after Graham Hill won his second

world title at this venue, cemented his
position asone of the greatest drivers
of all-time and just two titles short of
Michael Schumacher’srecord.

Qualifying

Ajoyful Ricciardo admitted he was
“holdingalotin” ashe celebrated his
first pole position since Monaco and
Red Bull’sfirst front-rowlock-out
since Austin 2013 -itsfirst ofthe
hybridturboera.

The Australian eclipsed his team-
matebyjust0.026s, beatinghimonthe
final run of qualifying and upsetting
theformbook as Verstappen had set
thefastest timeinall three practice
sessions prior to qualifying.

Verstappen was quickest ofanyone
inhisfirstrunin Q3, stoppingthe
clocks witha1m14.785slap, nearly
twotenths ahead ofthe opposition,
despitenot havingthe outright fastest
paceinany ofthe three sectors.

Butonhisfinal timedlap, Ricciardo
was imperious, not puttinga wheel out
of place torecord only the third pole of
his career (and his first outside of
Monaco). Histeam-mate was clearly
upsetthathehadbeen denied hisfirst
pole position and ashe parked his car
onthestart-finishlineattheend of
qualifying, eased hisfoot offthe brake
toknock the second-placed marker
board overindisgust.

“The whole qualifyingwas crap,”
said the Dutchman when he climbed
disconsolately out ofhiscar. “The
enginebraking wasnothow I wanted
itandIwasgettingalot of rearlocking
ondownshifts whenIcame offthe
throttle.Thad to goforward with the

brakebalanceto stabilise the wholecar.”

Inthefightforthetitle battle,
Hamilton took third—one place
ahead of Vettel. The Brit wasmuch
happier with his car’s performancein

comparisontoitstardy paceon Friday.

Behind Vettel came the two Finns,
Bottasfrom Kimi Raikkonen then the
twoRenaults and Saubers making
upthetop10. Thelatter two teams
rantheir quickest Q21laps on thefaster
butfragile hypersoft tyre.

Hamilton’s best hopefor Turn1on
Sunday would beto get ahead of both
Red Bulls, but he was also conscious
of what happenedlast year when he
picked up a puncture thanksto contact
with Vettelin thefirst series of corners.

Therun down from the starttothe
brakingzoneat Turnlisthelongest
ofthe year—at 800 metres—with plenty
of scope for slipstreaming for those
behind thefrontrow. Mercedes team
boss Toto Wolffsaid the grid had
potential for “carnage” down
thestraight and through the
opening corners.

“YouhavethetwoRed Bulls who
have theleast straight-line speed on
thefrontrow, then us, followed by the
Ferraris who are almost 10kph up on
everybody else. WhenIvisualiseit,I
hope we come out with two carsintact...”

Race

Intheevent, thefearsfor chaosin

the opening couple of corners were
misguided asthefirstfiverows
managed tonegotiate their way around
thefirst sequence of bends unharmed.

Hamilton madethebest start,
instantly gettingahead of Ricciardo,
who bogged down with toomuch
wheelspin offtheline.

Asthe MercedessplitthetwoRed
Bulls, he came alongside Verstappen,
butthe Dutchman held the inside
line asthey approached the braking
zonefor Turn 1 with the Ferrarisand
Bottas’s Mercedes boxedin behind
thefront pair. Hamilton, knowing he
couldn’t afford not tofinish therace,
braked early and allowed Verstappen
totakethelead.

Behind the fronttwo, Bottashad
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Verstappen’s fifth career victory was taken with relative
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‘Perez retired with

a long brake pedal’

Home town heartbreak, below

ease once he had grabbed the lead at the start

made astrongstartfromfifth to getup
tothird, but he was out-manoeuvred by
Ricciardo, who was tryingto claw back
lost ground. Asthefield entered Turns
4and 5, Vettel went wheel-to-wheel
with Bottas’s Mercedes and managed
totakefourth-with the pairmaking
theslightest of contact onthe short
blastuptoTurné.

Although thefrontrunnershad
managednottotrip over each other,
furtherback Force India’s Esteban
Ocon hitone of the Renaults and broke
hisfront wing. The debrisfromthe
incident thenflewinto the path of
Fernando Alonsoandlodgedin his
McLaren. Twolapslater the Spaniard
stopped at Turn 11 toretire with aloss
of water pressure and that prompted
the deployment of the virtual safety car.

Onceracingresumed, Verstappen
was easily able to extend hislead over
Hamilton, while the Mercedes came
under pressure from Ricciardo behind.
Right from the off, Hamilton was
hampered by the grainingin his Pirellis,
inparticularthefront-left, sohisteam
madethedecisiontostophim (and
Bottas)forfreshrubberasearlyaslap11.

Incontrastthetwo Ferraris were the
last of the frontrunners to pit, delaying
theirtyre stopsuntillap17. Alap
priortothat, Hamilton had caught
Raikkonen and bravely duked it out
withthe Ferrariaround Turns2and3,
giving Mercedes’s team boss Wolffa
scare with hisbravery.

More d1sappomtment for Alonso

When thefirstround of stops
wereover, Verstappen held an
eight-secondlead over Hamilton,
followed by Ricciardo, Vettel, Bottas
and Raikkonen.

Onlap 29, Vettel was challenging
Riccardofor third place when the
virtual safety car was deployed for
thesecond time intherace. Thistime
Carlos Sainzhad cometoasudden
halt-thankstoan electrical shutdown
—inthestadium section of thelap.

The VSCled to ForceIndia pitting
localhero Sergio Perezfor hisfirst
stop. The Mexican had started 13th,
buthad moved uptoseventhinthe
race and the timely intervention of
the VSCwas perfect for his strategy.

When he emerged from the pitshe
wasright behind Charles Leclerc’s
Sauberinninth and the pair wasjust
ahead ofthe Ricciardo-Vettel duel
forthird. Asthey both tried to weave
around the traffic, Vettel took advantage
andnabbed the place offthe Red Bull.

Unfortunately for the Mexican
faithful, Perez’s strongdrive came
undoneafewlapslater whenhe
retired with alongbrake pedal.

Vettel’s strong pace meant oncehe’d
dispatched of Ricciardo, he was soon
onthetail of hischampionshiprival.
Onlap38hegotarun on Hamilton
into Turn1and despite covering the
inside, the Britknew there wasno
point defending too hard. His concern
now was holdingback Ricciardoand,
eightlapslater, the Australian had
closed ontohis gearbox.

Onlap47, Hamiltonlocked up
defendinginto Turn1andlostthe
placetoRicciardo. Then he was
immediately on theradiotohisteam
tosay: “Thesetyresaredead guys.”

He was called in for his second stop
later thatlap and switched toaset of
used ultrasofts. Both Verstappen and
Vettel also took the opportunity to stop
for new Pirellis, but once Red Bull

looked at the condition of therace
leader’styres, decided to keep
Ricciardoout-ashe’d inherited
second place back from Vettel.

Intheclosing stages—onmuch older
rubber —the Australian defended
brilliantly from Vettel and Red Bull
looked settoachieveal-2. But with
ninelapsremaining, an ominous puff
of smoke emerged from the back of
Ricciardo’s car and he was forced to
retire with a suspected hydraulic failure.

“Thissucksanditisatapoint where
Ifeel why shouldIeven comeona
Sunday? Therehasn’tbeenaclean
weekend for solong due tomany
differentreasonsandit’s breakingmy
heart,” said adejected Ricciardo.
“Deflated comes to mind but thisfeels
deeper thanthat. Itjust doesn’t seem
tohappen formeonaSunday.”

When Verstappen saw his team-mate
retire, heasked his team to turn his
enginedowntoensurehe gottothe
finish. The satisfaction of winning,
certainly made up for the disappointment
inlosingpole the day before.

Understandably all the fanfare
wasreserved for Hamilton, taking
fourth place to wrap up hisfifth world
championship. Speakingtothe press
aftertherace he wasasked about
theachievement of matching
Juan Manuel Fangio.

While Hamilton wasrespectful
invictory, sotoo was Vettel, clearly
drained now thetitle fight was
finally over. Butin an extraordinary
moment of sportsmanship, the
Ferrariman entered Mercedes’s
engineering debriefafter therace
and congratulated the team and his
former colleague James Allison on
their success. It wasaclassy actin
what has been a hard-fought battle.

For Vettel, 2019 can’t come soon enough.

For Hamilton, whoisdriving better
than ever, hetoo, probably can’t wait to
closein on Schumacher’stitlerecord...
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RACE FACTS

Results © 2018 Formula One Administration Ltd

&  MEXICAN GRAND PRIX

Circuit: Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez Laps: 71
' Race distance: 189.75 miles Lap: 2.672 miles

- Laprecord: 1m18.741s (Valtteri Bottas, 2018)

2017 winner: Max Verstappen (Red BuII)
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SUPER SOFT

E

Option
ULTRA SOFT

RESULTS

FIAFormula 1l World Championship, round 19/21

POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE TIME
1 Max Verstappen NED | Red Bull-Renault 1h38m28.851s
2 Sebastian Vettel GER | Ferrari +17.316s
3 Kimi Raikkonen FIN | Ferrari +49.914s
4 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes +1m18.738s
5 Valtteri Bottas FIN | Mercedes -1 lap
6 Nico Hulkenberg | GER | Renault -2 laps
7 Charles Leclerc MON | Sauber-Ferrari -2 laps
8 Stoffel Vandoorne | BEL | McLaren-Renault -2 laps
9 Marcus Ericsson  |SWE | Sauber-Ferrari -2 laps
10 |Pierre Gasly FRA | Toro Rosso-Honda -2 laps
11 Esteban Ocon FRA | Force India-Mercedes -2 laps
12 Lance Stroll CAN | Williams-Mercedes -2 laps
13 |Sergey Sirotkin RUS | Williams-Mercedes -2 laps
14 Brendon Hartley NZL | Toro Rosso-Honda -2 laps
15 Kevin Magnussen | DEN | Haas-Ferrari -2 laps
16 |Romain Grosjean | FRA | Haas-Ferrari -3 laps
R Daniel Ricciardo AUS | Red Bull-Renault L61/hydraulics
R Sergio Perez MEX | Force India-Mercedes L38/brakes
R Carlos Sainz ESP | Renault L28/electrical
R Fernando Alonso ESP | McLaren-Renault L3/accident

Winner’s average speed: 115.599mph Lap leaders: Verstappen 1-13; Vettel 14-17; Verstappen 18-71

(FASTEST LAP |BOTTAS 1m18.741s
QUALIFYING

ON LAP 65 (AVERAGE SPEED: 122.28mph)

POS | DRIVER | TIME

POS| DRIVER | TIME

1 Ricciardo 1m14.759s 11 | Ocon 1m16.844s
2 Verstappen 1m14.785s 12 | Alonso 1m16.871s
3 Hamilton 1m14.894s 13 | Perez 1m17.167s
4 | Vettel 1m14.970s 14 | Hartley 1m17.184s
5 Bottas 1m15.160s 15 | Vandoorne 1m16.966s
6 Raikkonen 1m15.330s 16 | Magnussen 1m17.599s
7 Hulkenberg 1m15.827s 17 | Stroll 1m17.689s
8 | Sainz 1m16.084s 18 | Grosjean 1m16.911s*
9 Leclerc 1m16.189s 19 | Sirotkin 1m17.886s
10 | Ericsson 1m16.513s 20 | Gasly**

* = three-place penalty for causing a collision ** = 20-place combined grid penalties for replacement gearbox and additional power unit elements used

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

Vandoorne scored
_ -— for McLaren-Renault

DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS

POS | DRIVER PTS
1 Lewis Hamilton 358 1 Mercedes 585
2 Sebastian Vettel 294 2 Ferrari 530
3 Kimi Raikkonen 236 3 Red Bull-TAG Heuer 362
4 | Valtteri Bottas 227 4 Renault 114
5 Max Verstappen 216 5 Haas-Ferrari 84
6 Daniel Ricciardo 146 6 McLaren-Renault 62
7 Nico Hulkenberg 69 7 Racing Point Force India-Mercedes | 47
8 | SergioPerez 57 8 | Sauber-Ferrari 36
9 | Kevin Magnussen 53 9 | ToroRosso-Honda 33
10 | Fernando Alonso 50 10 | Williams-Mercedes 7

NEXT RACE: BRAZILIAN GRAND PRIX NOVEMBER 11
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Gutierrez return?
Ex-Sauber and Haas driver Esteban
Gutierrezis aiming toreturnto
Formula 1 next season with Williams.
Gutierrezwas dropped by Haas
after 2016 and his only race outings
since have been sporadic Formula E
and IndyCar appearances. However,
he hasretained alinkto F1 by joining
Mercedes as a simulator driver and
has attended some races with the
team. “l am working very hard, I’'ve
been preparing alotthisyear,lam
very motivated,” said Gutierrez,
who has always benefited from
strong financial support from
Mexico. “I’'ve been working with
Mercedes, a very professional

team, actively on the simulator,
doing different things,and l am
really positive about the future.”

Haas’ Rich sponsor
The Haasteam has agreed anew title
sponsorship deal for 2019 with the Rich
Energy company that failed to buy Force
India earlier this year. The UK-based
energy drinks firm has explored various
opportunities to link up with teams, and
attempted to buy Force India earlier
thisyear. It later claimed it was stillina
position to take over the team when it
went into administration, but that door
was firmly closed after Force Indiawas
saved by a consortium led by Lawrence
Stroll. This new deal will prompt a
rebranding of Haas's livery, and is the
team’s first title sponsor since it joined
F1 atthe beginning of 2016.

Williams pit fine
Williams has been fined €25,000
for“endangering” its pit crew with
an unsafe release of Lance Stroll's
car during the Mexican Grand Prix.
A member of the Williams crew
was knocked to the ground when
Stroll departed his pit stall after his
second pitstop at Mexico City, but
escaped uninjured. The stewards
ruled the car was “released
unsafely” and “in amanner
endangering team personnel”.
Their statement added: “The
stewards determined the entire
pitstop sequence was complete
and that the mechanic being
struck was as aresult of a minor
miscoordination at the conclusion
of the pitstop sequence.”

Vandoorne unnoticed
Outgoing McLaren driver Stoffel
Vandoorne believes other strong
performances from himin the second
half of the season have gone unnoticed
because he didn't score points. The
Belgian ended his 14-race points

duck by finishing eighth in Mexico last
weekend. “| think there have been some
really good races a couple of races ago
as well but today everybody notices
because we are rewarded with points,”
he said. “[I'm] very happy today with the
performance, after lap one we were last
and we had to make a great recovery. We
had some good overtakes on track, we
made the tyres lastin the crucial moments,
we attacked when we had to attack.”

RACIN

Verstappensays
he’s backed off

By Scott Mitchell

Max Verstappen has admitted he
was guilty of overdriving earlier this
season and believes backing off has
made him a faster Formula 1 driver.

The Mexican Grand Prix winner was
involved inasuccession ofincidents at
thestart of the year, culminatingin
crashingout of practice and missing
qualifyingin Monaco, where Red Bull
was dominant.

Hereacted badly to suggestions he
needed to change hisapproach buthas
won twice and scored six other podiums
inthe13racessince.

“ThedifferenceisIjustlistento
myself,” he said after Sunday’s win.
“Idomyownthing, eveniftherearea
lot of things written, Ireally don’t care.

“My dad always told mein go-karting,
backintheday,iflwasmaybe
overdriving or something, he would
alwaystellme, ‘Max, even if you think
youarenot goingfastenough, it’sstill
fastenough’.

“Sobasically, for my feeling, I just

backeditoutalittle bitand that seems
tomakemeabitfaster.”

Verstappen alwaysinsisted hedidnot
needtochangehisdrivingbuthasbeen
credited by his team for blendinghis
speed with calm driving and better
decisionmaking.

Hehad even admitted ahead of the
Mexican GPthathehad spokentohis
father Jos earlier this season about how
todeal with those “difficult moments”.

“Ithink inthe beginning of the season
Iwasalwaysoverdrivingmaybealittle
bit,” hesaidinaninterview for F1’s
official YouTube channel.

“Iwanted aresulttoomuch. So, Ijust

basically slowed down a bit, which
made mefaster.”

Verstappen’s miserable starttothe
season has morphedintohismost
successful F1 campaign.

The 21-year-old hastwo winsand
nine podiums, matchinghis victory
tally from last year but with five extra
rostrums and tworacesremaining.

Hehasalsoeclipsed his best-ever
pointstally, from 2016,andisonly 11
points behind fourth-placed Mercedes
driver Valtteri Bottasin the standings.

Asked howimpressiveitisthat
Verstappen hasreined himself
but still produced such strong
performances, Red Bull team boss
Christian Horner said: “It’s all part
ofhis growth with experience.

“He wentthrough atough partatthe
beginning of the year butreally since
Montreal he’sdriven someincredible
races. That [experience] was the only
missing piece.

“All driversmake mistakes, yousee
thatup and down the paddock. It’s what
youlearn from them [that counts].”
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his ‘cursed’ car

Daniel Ricciardo wasleft feeling
“helpless” and keen tohand over
his “cursed” Red Bull Formula 1
cartoPierre Gasly after another
mechanical problemrobbed
him of a podium in Mexico.

Ricciardo, who will beleaving
Red Bull atthe end of the yearto
join Renault and will bereplaced
by Toro Rossodriver Gasly,
retired from the Mexican Grand
Prix while fighting off Sebastian
Vettel for second place late on.

Hisexitfrom therace marked
hissixthretirementin the past
11 grands prix.

“Idon’tthink ‘frustration’is
the word anymore,” Ricciardo
told TV crews after therace.
“Everythingfeels hopeless.

“Honestly, now wherelam,
Idon’tsee the point of doing
thenexttworaces.IThaven’t
had acleanrace or weekend
insolong. ’'mnotsuperstitious,
but...thecar’scursed.”

Ricciardo started from pole
butbogged down at the start,
allowing Max Verstappen and
Lewis Hamilton through.

Hesaid: “HelplessIthinkis
the best word. Just things are
happeningon Sunday which
I’ve gotno more explanation
for.Thecar...I'lllet Gasly
driveit,I’'mdone withit.”

Common sight for Ricciardo

Hartley says he’s ‘not allowed to comment’ further on Gasly remark after guestioning Toro Rosso claim

Brendon Hartley saysheis “not
allowed tocommen
hemade disputing ToroRosso’s
claim that Pierre Gasly’s Formula
1 car was damaged in America.
Hartley’s F1 careerisunder
threat with ongoing speculation

linking Nissane.damsFormulaE releasesthere wasnothing wrong

driver Alexander Albontothe
second ToroRosso seat.
Buthe wentagainsttheteam’s

reportafter the United States

“IknowI’'ve been doing a good
jobandbeen abighelptothe

team in terms of development

”onaremark GPthatGasly waslimited by withHondaand beenateam thattheteam standsby.
damage wasuntrue. player all season.ThopeI'll Asked after qualifying in Mexico
“IfeellikeIThavegotstrongerall betherenextyear.” 4 onSaturday ifhe stood by his
season,” said Hartley. “Iproved Gasly and Tost wereboth [Sememcm—m—e ownremarksorhadanynew
thatin Austin [withninthplace], quotedinToroRosso’s ® information regarding the
despite whatitsaysinthepress  post-race pressrelease ~ situation, Hartley replied: “I'm
commenting ondamage
with the other carin therace. ==

to Gasly’sfloor,acommunication

Hesaid thefirstimpact occurred
when heran off-track avoiding
the crash between Lance Stroll
and Fernando Alonsoatthe
essesontheopeninglap and
hehad “apretty bigjump”.

Onthe comments Hartley

| =" potallowedtocommentonthat.” madeaboutthe Austin damage,
' Gaslyreiterated hisfloor Gaslysaid: “Atthe momenthe
was damaged when
L asked todescribeit.

saysalotofthings.Idon’tneed
tocommentanything.”
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McLaren MP4-28
was the car used T e

‘Birkett Six
Hour Relay’

Racing reports, p28

2017 MABA WINNER.TICKTUM

VES McLAREN FORMULA=1.CAR;

TicktumdroveatSilverstone

Dan Ticktum experienced his
firstevertasteof Formula1
machinery at Silverstonelast
week, his prizefor winning
the 2017 McLaren Autosport
BRDC Award.
The 19-year-old won four
timestofinish runner-upin
the Formula 3 European
Championship this season
withthe Motopark team,
losingouttoeventual champion
Mick Schumacher.
Afteraninstallationlap
around the circuit’s Grand Prix
layoutin the 2013 McLaren MP4-

28layout onintermediate tyres,
Ticktum undertook fourruns of
fiveflyinglaps.

Hetold Motorsport News:
“Everyone willsayitwho’s
doneit, butitisimpossibleto
putinto words [how driving
an F1 carfeels].

“It’sbeen hard work with alot
ofupsand downsbuttobesatin
anF1carismorethanadream.I
feellike I've completed my life
almost, I'mjust so happy!

“IThe experience]islike
takingeverythingin Euro F3
andthendoublingit. All the

techniquestodriveit, I've
noticed there’s quitealot of
similarities, some of which
you’d expect.

“Butthenoiseisjustincredible
andIwon’teverforgetthat-my
firsttimedrivingan F1car.

AmeliaLewis, the McLaren
graduate engineer whoranthe
test,added: “We were obviously
really impressed with whathe
was doing, so we wanted tomake
sure he got the opportunity todo
all of theruns.Ithink everyone
intheteamisimpressed with
how he’sperformed.”

OVUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

- leader Nick Cassidy by just 0.654
seconds. Super Formula’s new-

Penske’s Joey Logano booked

his place inthe NASCAR Cup title :

champion, scored his second
: win of the seasonin the

the carcompeted atLe Mans in
: June... IndyCar driver Robert
: Wickens has clarified the
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“A dose of
unpredictability is§

just as valuable”‘ \ A

e

twas at Toto Wolff’s
media briefingon
Saturday afternoon where
we were invited to “speak
up” with our questions for
the Mercedes boss.

Unlike most races, the Mexican GP
organisers had a DJ playing a very loud
dance set in the middle of the paddock. For
Mercedes on Saturday, the party hadn't
started yet. There was still ajob to do and
so it was an unnecessary distraction.

This lively areaincluded a free bar, food
stall, table football and even a barber's —
removing beards but retaining moustaches
in aid of the charity foundation ‘Movember’'.

These paddock initiatives were unheard
of in Bernie Ecclestone’s era, but their
introduction into the sport is a sign of
F1’s more open and fun vibe. Still, with
engineers trying to pour over screens of
data, having a thumping soundtrack, would
not have helped their concentration.

The packed grandstands makes this GP
one of the best of the season. In the past
three years, the race has wonthe FIA's
‘Promoter of the Year' award at the prize-
giving gala.

Since the race returned to the calendar
in 2015, it has consistently set the bar for
how a grand prixin the modern era should
look and feel. Entry and exit out of the
circuit takes you through the giant
converted baseball stadium — the Foro
Sol — at the final sequence of corners and

: reversed grid second race. In
- race one, Ceccon delivered Alfa
: Romeoitsfirstracevictoryin

decider by sealing Martinsville
victory after a last-corner clash
with Martin Truex Jr. Reigning

: for-2019 car was demonstrated by
: ex-Formula 1 drivers Takuma Sato
. and Kazuki Nakajima prior to the

it's an extraordinary place towatch a
sporting event.

- severity of hisinjuriesin an
: Instagram post, describing

champion Truex passed long-
two laps to go, before Logano

turn... Naoki Yamamoto claimed
second Super Formulatitle inthe

time leader Logano to lead with

elbowed back ahead on the last

Suzuka season finale, after holding
onto victory ahead of pre-event points

: event...

: victoryin the final race at
his : Suzuka, after on-the-road

winner Kevin Ceccon picked up
: atime penalty. Rob Huff, the

: 2012 World Touring Car

World Touring Car Cup
: points leader Gabriele Tarquini
: extended his advantage with

: the series... The Ginetta privateer
: LMP1 team will miss its third straight
: round of the World Endurance

: Championship at Shanghai next

: month. The CEFC TRSM Racing

: Ginetta-AER G60-LT-P1 hasyetto

* race withthe AER engine that

: replaced the Mecachrome unit after

: himself as “a paraplegic today”.

: The Schmidt Peterson

: Motorsports driver suffered

: extensive injuriesin asevere

: crash at Poconoin Augustand

: continuesto undergo “specialty
* rehab for people with spinal cord
: injury and brain injury”.

BMW’s DTM 2019 model hits track

BMW has completed the
firsttest miles of itsnew
two-litre turbocharged

whowonthe DTM titlein
2012, the modified M4
madeitsfirst appearance

CHALFFLIER

CHOPARD

While originally bemoaning the loss of
the great Peraltada corner, the new tight,
twisty section —that also features the
podium —is a brilliantly atmospheric
amphitheatre which holds 30,000 fans of
the 130,000 capacity of the circuit.

But it's not just the work the organisers
do, because by a quirk of its locality, the
Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez brings
its own challenges. Situated 2,300 metres
above sea level, the track is by far the
highest on the calendar, a further 1,500
metres higher than F1’s next highest:
Interlagos in Brazil.

The altitude means the air is thinner, so
teams run higher levels of downforce.
There is also less oxygen going into the
engine and to create the necessary
pressure the turbo has to spin faster,
putting increasing demands on the
power unit.

‘Class One’ M4, preceding at BMW’s Dingolfing group That, combined with the slippery and

the DTM’s 2019 regulation plant ahead of pre-season smooth surface meant that Red Bull came

changestotieup with testingnextmonth. to the fore and locked out their first front-

Super GT. JensMarquardt, the row in the turbo-hybrid era (since the start
TheDTMwillswitchfrom  marque’smotorsport Mark Webber has driven the record-breaking Porsche 919 of 2014). Aside from Hamilton'’s title win, it

V8enginestofour-cylinder
unitsnextseason, although
they will not comeinto effect

director, said: “Our firstfew
kilometres of the Class One
erawent very positively. We

Hybrid Evo on publicroads in Stuttgart ahead of its hand-over to
the German manufacturer’s museum. Webber and Marc Lieb,
whowas atthe wheel ofan LIMP1-specification 919 Hybrid, drove

was great to see Ricciardo on pole and
Verstappen take the victory. For all the work

inJapan’s Super GT series arehappy with all the the 15km from Porsche’s research and development centre in the circuit does, F1 needs to understand
until 2020. functional tests. Weissach tothe Porsche museum in the Zuffenhausen district of that a shake-up of the established order
Itisexpected that DTM “Thenew turbo sounds Stuttgartlast Thursday morning. The journey was the finalleg of and a dose of unpredictability is just

power outputs willrise by
100bhptoatotal of 620bhp,
with atop speed inexcess
of180mph.

Driven by Bruno Spengler,

awesome. However, itsmost
impressive attributeisits
efficiency - despite being
considerably more powerful
thanitspredecessor.”

aso-called ‘Tribute Tour’ for the ultra-successful 919 World

Endurance Championship contender, which in uprated Evo
formnlapped fasterthanaFormula 1 caratSpaandtookan
unofficial lap record on the Nurburgring Nordschleife.

as valuable.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Hill calls it quits

Open Sportscar Series racer Graham Hill
called time on his 22-year racing career at
Donington Park earlier this month, finishing
third in class in the opening race. “Itwas
actually a relatively easy decision for

us,” said Hill, who started his career by
hillclimbing a Caterham, before moving
to circuit racing with Westfield machinery
as well as competing in Formula Ford
2000 and, latterly, Radicals.

Brooks is selected

Ethan Brooks has been selected as next year's
Ginetta Junior Scholar. The British Schools
Karting champion was chosen from the dozens
of applicants after three days of assessments at
Blyton Park, featuring driving, fitness and media
tests. He will receive a fully-funded seasonin
the seriesin 2019. This year's Scholar, James
Taylor, finished sixth in the standings.

C1signing

Scottish karter Ryan Smith has become
the firstdriverto sign up for the inaugural
season of the Scottish C1 Cup. The
23-year-old from Edinburgh will drive for
renowned Mini Cooper outfit Minimax
Motorsport, one of the driving forces
behind the new-for-2019 championship.
Smith said: “This will be my first season
racing a car, which is something I’ve been
wanting to do for a while now, so ’mreally
looking forward to getting out there.”

Chosen Parks

Ginetta Junior Ireland racer Rob Parks Jr has
been chosen as the final 2018 Motorsport
Ireland Young Racing Driver of the Month. The
16-year-old was nominated for September after
taking a win and a second place inthe series at
the Leinster Trophy meeting. He becomes the
final contender for the Sexton Trophy award,
joining James Roe Jr, William Kellett, Cameron
Fenton, Jake Byrne and Charlie Eastwood.

Thompson stays at Team
Hard for 2019 BTCC season

Bobby Thompson willremainin the
British Touring Car Championshipin
2019 with Team Hard in one of its VW CCs.
The 22-year-old, aformer VW Cup title
winner, graduated tothe BTCCthisyear
with Team Hard and he scored a best
finish of seventh placeinracethreeat
Rockingham.He was alsoinside thetop 10
atSnetterton in the middle of the season.
Thompson will join Mike Bushell, whois
alsoremaining with the Kent team.
Thompson said: “After sittingdown
with [team principal] Tony Gilham and
seeingthe changestothe carsandthe
teamitselfTam 100 per cent certain
that we will be in a position tomake
huge strides up the gridin 2019.
“Weshowed glimpses of what we are
capable ofin 2018 but when we sat down
todiscuss thefuture we allrecognised
where we needed to improve to turn those
glimpsesintoregulartop 10 performances.”

Thompsonwillremainwith Team Hard

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Mick Walker

Barwell will run upgraded
Huracan Evo next season

By Stephen Lickorish

British GT runner-up Jon Minshaw
is the latest front-running driver
toreveal they won’t be contesting
afull seasonin the series next
year, as Barwell has unveiled

its first pairing for2019. G

Minshaw, 55, has finished second
in the standings, alongside Phil
KeendrivingaBarwell
Lamborghini Huracan,
ineachofthepastthree P
seasons. He’staken a total
of13winsin theseries.

Minshaw will depart

Itisunderstood hehasother
commitmentsfor 2019 and will
contestaselectfewinternational
events, and could make the odd

British GT appearance.
Minshaw joins 2018 champion
Flick Haigh, ’16 title winner
= ¢ DerekJohnstonand’17victor
s, RickParfittJrinrulingouta
full campaign next season.
A newdriver will be announced
. sponandisexpectedto
partmer recently-unveiled
Lamborghinifactory racer
Phil Keen.
The team has announced
that 2004 British GT

champion Jonny Cocker and Sam De
Haan will continue with the squad as
Barwell takes delivery of upgraded
Huracan Evosfornext season as
partofanew three-year deal with the
Italian manufacturer. The pair finished
eighthinthe standingsthisyear.
Team boss Mark Lemmer said:
“Weare thrilled to announce the
continuation of our highly successful
partnership with Lamborghini with
thenew Huracan GT3 Evo. The Evo
isexactly that, anatural evolution
of whathasalready provedtobea
fantastic car. We are privileged to
welcome back Sam and Jonny and we
can’t waittoreveal an excitingdriver

for British GT in the coming weeks.”
The team has also unveiled some
ofitsdrivers for the Blancpain GT
Series Endurance Cup next year.
Am Cup champions Leo Machitski
and Adrian Amstutz willreturnin
one Huracan, while Scot Sandy
Mitchell will be back in another.
@ TF Sport has confirmed Alex
Toth-Jones asitsfirstdriver as the
teamreturnstothe GT4 category of
British GT. Aswell asrunning the
new GT3 Aston Martin Vantage, TF
Sportalsoplanstoruntwo of the new
GT4model as well. Toth-Jonesjoins
the team after finishingfifth in the
Ginetta GT5 Challenge this term.

Ginetta Junior champion Smalley has first run in a G55 with Elite team

Ginetta Junior champion Adam
Smalley hastested a G55for the
firsttimerecently ahead ofa
possible moveintothe GT4
Supercupnextyear.
The17-year-old claimed the
Junior crown by eight points from
team-mate Louis Foster this year
in hissecond season of racing.
Hehasnow testeda G55at
Donington Park with the Elite
Motorsport squad that powered
himtothe Junior title.
“InkartingIhad driven onslick

tyresbutit wasnothinglikethat, the
griplevel wasunbelievable and the
power wasamazing,” said Smalley
ofhisfirst outingin the car. “It was
really good. That’s the way we’re
lookingat goingbutit’salldownto
budget. It’s still on the touring car
package withITV4 coverage and
that’sattractivefor sponsors.”
Smalley sayshe would like to
remain with the Elite team next
year havingalsowonlast season’s
Winter Series with the outfit.
“They’ve[Elite] done afantastic

jobformethis year—they won
the teams’ championship, took a
1-2inthedrivers’ championship
andIonly had onemechanical
failureall year,” headded.
“Ed’s[Ives, team boss] done a
fantasticjob—herocked up three
yearsago with one car and now
he’s won the championship.Iget
on with everyonereally well soit
would be ashametoleavethem.”
Elite madeits GT4debut this
term with Harry King, who
finished third in the standings.

Smalley targeting GT4 Supercup move for 2019

BRSCC s the organising club

HAVERSHA

CAPITAL

The British Racing and Sports
Car Clubhasdefendeditsrole
astheorganising club for the
controversialnew W Series.
Thenew international single-
seater championship, which
isaimed at helpingfemales
reach Formula 1, approached

the BRSCC about therole.
The series will hold six rounds
insupportofthe DTM next
year with a prize pot totalling
$1.5million available, including
$500,000 for the overall winner.
“It’snew and ground
breakingbutithascauseda

Ostrowski, BRSCC

lotof controversy and
discussion,” said Dominic

competitionsdirector. “Ican
seeboth sidesbutanything
that creates more opportunity
hastobeagood thing.

“There will be 20 or so

BRSCC defends its involvement in organising controversial new female-only W Series

women that come through
thisandthat’s got tobea good
thing, it givesthem more
opportunity to experiencea
high-profilerace meeting. I
thinkit’sgottoincreasethe
chances of women gettingto
the higherlevels of the sport.”

Specialist finance solutions throughout the motorsport industry.
Helping your team build a competitive and successful future.

> 03333 447488

>< info@havcap.co.uk
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Ginettawinner stayswithRichardson

Browning graduates to
British F4 for 2019

Ginetta Junior title contender Luke
Browning will graduate to British
Formula4next season.

The 16-year-old will remain with the
Richardson Racingteamthathehas
competed with in Ginettas for the past
two campaigns. He finished third in the
standingsthis year, taking eight wins.

“ThefactthatI’'mabletoremain with
theteam hasbeen akeyfactorinthis
deal because we have developed areally
good workingrelationship over the
pasttwoseasons,” said Browning.
“They have helped tomould meinto
thedriverIamand we know howeach
other works, sothereisno-oneelsel
would want to graduate with.

“Runninginasingle-seateris goingto
betotally different to anythingI’ve done
before, but the team has good experience
ofthe car and we have a good testing
programme to helpme get up tospeed.”

Richardson didn’t competein British
F4thisterm, having previously run
Harry Webbin the seriesin 2017.

Planning issue
caused delays

MKE '

The future of the proposed £29million

when backers of the projectrefused aware of the status of the planning, global motorsportstage.”

Geraghty wonin finale comeback Lake Torrent circuitin Northern toprovide promised funds until the butremains committed tomaking Ben Willshire, managing director of
- - - - Ireland hasbeen thrown intomajor planningissueisresolved,leadingto thefundsavailable. DrivenInternational-thefirmthat
Scottish Mini champlon doubt after the developer behind Manna Developments—the firm behind “The MPfor the areaisentirely designed the circuit’slayout—added:
Geraghty pl ans return the project wentintoreceivership the circuit—-enteringreceivership. aware of the planning condition, “Onourside we were waitingforan
last week. Inastatement, Mannasaid: which has caused such delay, and update from Manna Developments.
Last year’s Scottish Mini Cooper Cup It was planned forthe new track “Whilst thisisa disappointing hasbeen workingdiligently totry “We’veprepared all the drawings
champion Mark Geraghty willmake a tobe completed by the end 0f2019 development,ithasnotcomeasa and bring aresolution for the benefit forthe FIA and FIM but weren’t
full-time return tothe seriesin 2019. and initial groundwork on the circuit, surprise. Fundingremainsin placeto of Manna Developments, Lake Torrent  actively workingonthe projectand
The Perthshire driver took a year out of situated 40 minutes from Belfast, deliver Lake Torrent but, asis the case and the people of NorthernIreland, were waiting on the next steps.
the championship thisseasontoracein was carried outlast year but progress with anyloan, there are conditions notleastthoseinhis constituency. “We’vedoneall we canto help
the 750 Motor Club’s Club Enduro as well thenbegantostall. whichrelatetotherelease of funds. Likeus, heishopeful that matters andit’sashamebecauselthink the
asanoutinginthe C1 Challenge at Croft. The delays were caused by a planning “Unfortunately the challengesin canberesolved quickly. projecthas got huge potential.”
Geraghty hasnow bought back his issue—surrounding whether ornot resolvingone particular planning “Everyoneneedsto work together Thecircuithad signed athree-year
championship-winning Mini Cooper, there are old mineshafts on the former issuehavebeensuchthatithasn’t to seize this once-in-a-lifetime contracttohostaroundof World
run by Andrew Lamont Motorsport, quarry site. been possibletofulfiltherelevant opportunity toreally further enhance Superbikes, but the series will instead
ahead ofafull-season assaultin 2019. Matters cametoaheadlast week conditions. Our funding partneris Northern Ireland’sreputation on the visit Donington Park next year.

“Havingtried afew different
championshipsand carsthisyear,I
personally feel thereisnomatchtothe
adrenaline-packed Scottish Mini Cooper
Cupforthebudget,” Geraghty said.

Geraghty won the Mini titlein his Development work is underway on the new fifth-generation Clio Cup car
firstyear ofracing before selling his
car. Hemade sporadic appearancesin Development work is underway on notlooking for outright performance,” Cup]istherightthingfor them. Part
the Hot Hatch and Fiesta championship i #9es  thenew Renault UK Clio Cup car that hetold MN. “Weare goingtotry and of our customers are these people.
this year before makinga winning issettobeintroduced in 2020. takeall thefeedback we havefromthe “Onething we heardfromthe Clio 3
returntothe Mini Coopersatthe The current 220 Trophy Clio has teamsnow to try and makethecar. tothe Clio4 wasthe Clio4 [current car]
season-finale earlier thismonth. been usedin the UK since 2014 and “Onereason for the success of the was quite a bigstep forward with the
@®While Geraghty willrejoin the series, hasprovided some of the closest title Clio Cupis cost control and we have paddleshift and for a lot of customersit
four-timerace winner Hannah Chapman battlesin the championship’s history. tomake sure the caris affordable wastoo complicated for them. We want to
will graduate tothe Mini Challenge No specificdetailshave yet been foreveryone. We see the paddock is make it simple for teams and customers.”
Cooper Pro series for2019. The 25-year- revealed aboutthenew car but Renault growing with bigger teamsbutatthe AitSaid also paid tribute tothe
old will drive the car in which fellow Scot SportRacing sporting manager sametimewehavetobecarefulitdoesn’t quality oftheracingthe currentcar
KyleReid took 12 out of 17race winsen Tarik Ait Said saysthere won’t be turninto a very expensive category. hasproducedin the UK.
routetothetitle thisyear. “IfeellikeI’ve asuddenreductioninlaptimes with “In France we have somedrivers “I'think the Clio Cupracesinthe UK
donemy time at Knockhill and want to see 4 thefifth-generation machine. who could race in GT3but theydon’t areprobably the craziest [ofall the
howIdoonother circuits,” Chapman New Clioissettobeintroducedin 2020 “Developmentisunderwaybutweare  wanttogo quicker and feel this[Clio series]andit’s so competitive,” he added.

said. “Filling Kyle’s shoes will be tough.”

Max5 organisers hope for a boost to entries next year with more Mk4 MX-5s in build

Organisers of the Mazda new season, work was ongoing said Halliwell. “Wehave been planstoreturn.
Max5championshipare with new sponsors, and all tempted tojoin the othersbut Headded: “Iwasoutofthe
hopingtoraiseits profile involved were tryingtodraw havealwaysdecided todigour picturefor some months and
nextyear afterthe 2018 series incompetitorsfromrivalMazda heelsin.” the championship has partially
ended with 11 startersat series. Anew tyre deal will also Halliwell, anelectricianwhen  sufferedforit, but wehave
BrandsHatchlast weekend. likely mean the appointment he’snotracing, was himself lots of good things happening
Co-ordinator of the British ofasingle supplier. aclasschampionin2017,buta for2019.”
Automobile Racing Club-run “Ourswastheoriginal seriousinjury at work almosta Unlike other Mazda MX-5
championship, Jon Halliwell, championship, but the 2006 year agohaskepthim offthe categories, the Max5 seriesis
saysthree Mk4carswerealmost  breakaway movementhada track for the whole 0f2018. He opentoall of thefirstfour

completein preparation for the hugeimpactonourgrids,” still faces further surgery but generations of the model. The British Automobile Racing Club serieshad 11 carsinBrandsfinale
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HEAT DRAW New prototype
Heat 1 series to launch
Josh Fisher The UK Sports
Van DiemenJL14 Prototype Cup, which
Michael Eastwell islaunchingin 2019,
Spectrum 011C will have a class
Richard Tarling dedicated to the new
JamunM92 Revolution car.
Rick Morris Royale RP29 Due to be unveiled
this week, the 3.7-
Heat 2 litre Ford V6-engined
Matt Cowley machine has been
Historic champmn 0 fm:us 201 5, as Mn yers heads dield  Frce i Icriies
. " =% 3 } Luke Cooper Swift SC16 Sportscars
_4 k £ w """ Jordan Dempsey co-founder Phil
. : o — Spectrum011C Abbott and will
James Clarke Ray GR18 race in the newly-
created Revolution
Heat3 UK Trophy.
Carter Williams The British
Ray GR10 Automobile Racing
Julian Van Der Watt Club-run series will
Spectrum SC11 hold races alongside
John Svensson Britcar at Brands
Van Diemen JL12K Hatch, Silverstone,
Tom McArthur Donington Park,
Van DiemenLA10 Oulton Park and
y Snetterton, with
) ; Heat 4 arace at Portimao
Jackson not racing Entry of 100 Michael Moyers in support of the
[ Spectrum011C European Le
is expected Ivor McCullough Mans Series.
Van Diemen RFO0 “Rather than
Newly-crowned Historic Formula don’t wanttojustmakeupthe eventsat Brands and Silverstone.” runner-up and National champion Stuart Gough trying to balance
Ford 1600 champion Cameron numbers, we want to prove we Thisyear’sentrylistisheaded by Niall Murray isnot participating. Van DiemenJL16 the performance of
Jacksonhasdecided againstcompeting cangetrightonthe pace. 2017 winner Michael Moyersin his Otherdriverstowatchinclude Andrew Schofield TBA a variety of different
inthe Walter Hayes Trophy this “A coupleofthingswentwrong,we Kevin Mills-run Spectrum 011C. three-timeHayes winnerJoey Foster, cars, any class of
weekend after arecent test. had someengineissues, weranoutof Moyersdidnotcontestthe Brands along with past podium finishers Heat5 more than eight cars
Jacksonhadplannedtocontestthe timetogetthecaronthebutton.Last Hatch Festivalafortnightagobut Stuart Gough and Oliver White. Joey Foster Firman will be promoted as
Silverstoneeventina Speedsport-run year, wediditand had someissues willreturntoactionatthe Hayes Scottish champion Ross Martin Rory Smith MedinaJL18 its own event with
Van Diemen RF07 alongside fellow and struggled for pace,Idon’t want after apartial seasonin the and 2016 Festival podium finisher Jake CraigRay GR18 the Cup,” said James
Historc FFord racer Ed Thurston, tobeinthatposition again. Those National Championship this year. ChrisMiddlehurstare both late Mike Gardner TBA Bailey, motorsport
buthasnow decided tofocus on guysarerunning aroundinthose Other possible frontrunners who entriesfor the Hayesand have yet agency and director
developingthe carfornext year. carsall year and the teams are well didn’t contest the Festival, but will tobeassigned aheat. Heat 6 at Pitbox91, the
“Wehad abitofatesting versed, they have their set-upsand beback for the Hayes, include Castle Eventorganiser James Beckett Oliver White Medina JL17 series promoter.
programme, hadissues alongthe dataand we’re starting from zero. Combe championsJosh Fisher(Van  sayshe’s “very pleased” with the Josh Smith “The Cup will be
way,sowe’venotreally been able “Ithink theintentionistokeep Diemen JLL14) and Roger Orgee numbersforthisyear’seventand Van DiemenJL13 launched with two
todevelopthecar,” hesaid. “Myself developingthecar,raceitafew (Spectrum 011C). expectsthefinal totalentry totop Colin Mullan Ray GR11 such categories,
and Mike [O’Brien, Speedsportboss]  timesnextyeartoproveitspace Festival winner Josh Smith willbe  100cars, withitstandinginthelate Roger Orgee The Revolution UK
madethedecisionnottodoit. We ahead of next year’sfestival-type lookingtoadd tohissuccess, while 90s as MN closed for press. Spectrum011C Trophy and the
Trophy for Radical
SR3cars.”

D2BD “‘Girls on Track’ event at Silverstone

Susie Wolff’s Dare tobe
Differentinitiative hosted
the UK round of “The Girlson
Track” karting challenge at
Silverstonelast Sunday.
Created by the FIA Women
in Motorsport Commission,
The Girlson Track gives girls
betweentheagesof13and 18the
opportunity to compete forfree
inakartslalom contest, with the
bestdrivers goingthroughtoa
European final at Le Mans in 2019.
Over 100 girls attended the
Silverstone event and 20 were put
through tothe nextround. They
were amix of complete newcomers

whohadnever satinakartbefore,

girlswhohad done alittle bit of
karting and experiencedracers,

such as Ginetta GT5 Challenge
driver Katie Milner.

Former cadet karter Brooke
Childs, 15, was one of the
selected drivers.

“Ididn’t know what to expect
fromit. Iwasabit apprehensive
beforeIdidit, but’'mreally
happyI'vedoneit,” shesaid.

“Ithinkit’s a good opportunity
for all the girls to be gettingback
intosport.”

Aswellasthekarting
challenge, groups of the girls
gottoexperience changinga
Formula 1 wheel, science and
engineering challenges, aroad
safety task and talks with female
employees of the NIO Formula E
team, Prodrive and Renault.

New club set to gain first championships

The British Automobile
Racing Club-run Modified
Saloons and Tin Tops, which
havebeen afamiliar feature
onmainly south eastern
circuitsinrecent years,look
settoswitchtothe Classic
and Modern Motorsport
Clubforthe 2019 season.
Competingdrivershada
meetingat Brands Hatch to
discussthe change, which would
takethem under the wing of the
organisationset up by Classic
Sports Car Club co-founder

Richard Culverhouse.
While Tin Topsretains
healthy grids, Modified
Saloonshasdwindled this
yearintosingle figures. With
the Intermarque series also
setforachange, themoves
reflectthe decline of BARC’s
South Easternregionasa
race-organising body.
Regular Modified Saloons
frontrunner Malcolm Wise
commented: “Idon’tget

involved in thepolitics, butI’'ll

waitand see what’s on offer.”

Modified Saloons could join Classic and Modern Motorsport Club

Super Touring has
struggled for entries

Dunlop relaunches a hespoke Super Touring tyre

Dunlop hasrelaunched its Super
Touringtyre, with the aim of

boosting grid sizesin historicracing.

Duringthelate 1990s, the British
Touring Car Championship housed

afour-way tyre war between Dunlop,

Pirelli, Michelin and Yokohama.
Afterbeingtested by two-time
BTCC champion John Cleland
and prolific Historic Sports Car
Club Super Touring Car Trophy
racer James Dodd, Dunlop has
reintroduced a similar-
specification into production.
Toreduce costsfor competitors,
thenew tyre will be more durable
thanits 1990s counterpartbut
produces similar grip. Itfollows
demand from competitors, and will
alsobe constructed usingthe same
compound as the current BTCC
tyres, which Dunlop also builds.
Sizerestrictionsmeant Hoosier

supplied the HSCC grid which has
struggled to consistently attract
morethan 11 entries outside of
headline eventssuch asthe
Silverstone Classic.

Dunlop Motorsport’s Michael
Butler, who offered tyre support
to Super Touring teamsin period,
said: “Carsthatarethisadvanced
needabespoketyre.

“Inthenineties, there wereno
limitsontyre development. We
had qualifyingtyres, specifications
for sprintand enduranceraces
anddifferent tyrestosuiteach
manufacturer. Modern day
historicracingteamsdonotneed
this complexity. We’ve used the
latestmaterialstoreplicate the
performance ofthat ‘tyre war’
erabut with the durability and
consistency that’simportantfora
seasononasustainable budget.”
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WORKSHOP

1913
CHALNMERS

Current owner: Andy Lloyd

Itis pretty unusual

“Itis afour-cylinder, five-litre,
36hp car from Detroit. Hugh
Chalmers was the man behind
NCR, National Cash Registers,
and made alot of money in the
1890s. The new technology
was automobiles, so he bought
acompany called Thomas-
Detroit and the engine in this is
derived from a Thomas design.”

There are not many left
“The Chalmers was a mid-range
carand they got a reputation

for building good solid cars. In
1908, he invested six million
dollars, which was a lot of
money, and built a million
square foot factory. Everything
was done in-house and they
probably built 70,000 to
80,000. There are only about
40 left and the ones that are left
were put away and forgotten.”

It came to the UK

“This was found by a chap from
Nottingham and brought into
the UK inthe 1990s. He used
itas aroadsterand | bought it
sixyears ago as a chassis, two
axles and an engine, to build
for VSCC speed events.”

Itisalsoaroad car

“I found pictures of original
racing Chalmersin 1909 and
1910 and it's the greatest thing
I've ever driven. It is just fantastic
and I've been competing with
the VSCC for six years. But

| also drive it on the road and
I've done over 3000 miles this
year. We did alap of the Lake
Districtinit!”

There are no front
brakes

“It's got brakes on the back,
the handbrake is a drum, the
footbrake is aband and | can
lock the wheels up virtually
anywhere. There are no brakes
on the frontand we don't have
shock absorbers. There

is agreat big back axle like
something off alorry and it
has afour-speed crash
gearbox, which was very
advanced at the time.”

Maximum speed is
53mph

“There is a wooden steering
wheel with controls for ignition
and mixture. The engine doesn't
have any oil pressure, it just runs
on splash. It revs to about 2000
maximum and 53mph is about
flat out. | only sold my ex-Dick
Johnson Group A Sierra RS500
touring carayearago and

I have noregrets. | raced it for
two years and went to some

of the best events and then

it gave me a pension.”

Fancy 53mph in this...?

By Paul Lawrence

stage. Therally startsin

Leading British historic
rally contenders Matthew
Robinson and co-driver
Sam Collis are mounting a
serious assaultonthe
Silver Fern Rally in New
Zealand next month.

The eight-day event covers
830stagemilesinatotalroute
0f2200 miles and finishes with
thefamous 28-mile Motu Road

Hamilton on November 24.
Thetwoleading characters
fromthe BHRC are tackling the
marathon event for the second
time, but this year willrevert to
aFord Escort Mk2. On thelast
Silver Fern, in 2016, theyran a
Fiat 131 buthave now hired an
Escort from Grant Shand’s
Rally Xtreme operation.
“There’s probably nobody
better for the event,” said
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“Tucker ended with

a podium finish’

Mustang man’s joy, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Robinson. “Itisalot easier,
astaking your own car can
takeupalot of yourtime.”

Shand has extensive
experience of the event,
both asacompetitoranda
car preparer.

“It’slikemy biennial
holiday,” said Robinson who
will be partnered by regular
co-driver Collis. “We can just
about control him for a week
ortwo. We'vejust gottogo

and see what we can do.
“Competingon North Island
will be anew adventure for us,
and theysayitisalottighter
and soitmight suitusabit
better. We went to South
Islandlast time and it was
like Whacky Races, just flat
out. Youjusthavetotick
every stage off, one by one,
and see how far you can get.
We’dlove todo well but first
we’dlove tofinish.”

No Yorkslﬁre for R.A.C.

Officialdom scuppers R.A.C. Rally plans to return to Yorkshire

The Yorkshire forests will not
figureintheroutefor the 2019
Roger Albert Clark Rally.

The organisers had hoped to
taketherally back into Yorkshire
duringthe Saturday legofthe
November 21-25rally, but the

regional Forestry Commission
hasrejected therequestonthe
groundsthattheeventistoo close
tothe Malton Stages.

Rally manager Colin Heppenstall
had planned two optionsfor
Saturday. He willnowrunaleg

from Carlisle coveringupto 100
stagemilesacrossKielderina
tough 12-hour day. Crews will
travelto Carlisle on Friday after
60 stagemilesin Wales. “Wemust
accept the decision of theforestry
authority,” said Heppenstall.

Special Saloon ace Dickinson passes away

Motorsport Newsissadtoreport
the death of Tony Dickinson,
oneoftheleading Special
Saloonsracersofageneration.
Dickinson, from Bostonin
Lincolnshire, died recently
aged 71 andis best remembered
forracingincredibly quick
Skoda Special Saloons built
onsports-racing car chassis.
With the support of the family

garage business, Dickinson’sfirst
successwasin1970inan850cc
Miniandhe progressed through
Sunbeam Stilettos and Ford
Escorts, takinga classtitle with
anex-Broadspeed Escortin 1976.

However, the greatest success
forthis popularracer wasin
Skodas and he took four Wendy
Wools classtitles onthetrot
from 1979t01982.

VSCC ready to return to Brands Hatch

The Vintage Sports-Car Club
willrunarace meeting at Brands
Hatchnextseasonas vintage
racingreturnstothe Kenttrack
afteralonggap.

The VSCCrace calendar,
branded as Formula Vintage,
will coverfiveeventsaswell as
an Endurance Race at Snetterton
attheend ofthe season.

TheBrands Hatch date on Bank

Holiday Sunday (August 25)
replaces the popular Mallory
Parkracemeeting, which has
traditionally hosted the annual
Edwardian Race.

The VSCCracing season
starts with atwo-day Silverstone
meeting (April 13/14) and takes
in Oulton Park, Donington
Park and Cadwell Park in
May, June and July.

Precious aero-engined Edwardian machines to tackle Goodwood

Mighty 100-year aero-
engined cars from the
Edwardian era will again
star at Goodwood during
the 77th Members’
Meetingon April 6/7.
Following the success of
theinaugural SF Edge
Trophy race at the 2017

event, the amazing cars
will be back next spring.
The race builds on the

Edwardian racing movement

pioneered by the Vintage
Sports-Car Club and the pre-
1918 cut-off will ensure that
all the cars on the grid will
be atleast 100 years old.

“The skinny tyres and
solid rear axles make the
cars want to oversteer,” said
Matt Hearn, Goodwood’s
Motorsport event content
manager. “Itis quite possibly
one of the most unfamiliar-
but-exciting spectacles of
the weekend.”

Monsters for Goodwood

Smith’s honours
Rob Smith has been

confirmed as winner of the
Over 50s challenge within this
year’s Historic Formula Ford
Championship. The Merlyn
Mk20 racer had a fine season

to fend off the advances of
Brian Morris (Lola T200) and
Tim Brise (Merlyn Mk20). In the
Silverstone Finals weekend, half
of the drivers on the 30-car grid
qualified for the over 50s award.

Tucker’s luck

After atrying season in his Shelby
Mustang GT350, Historic Road
Sports racer Larry Tucker ended the
year with a podiumin the final race
at Silverstone. The Mustang runs

in alivery that pays tribute to Mark
Donohue’s 1965 car. “We've had a
lot of problems with it, but it went
well at Silverstone,” said Tucker.
“That's my first podiumin five years.”

R.A.C. interest
Competitorresponse tothe 2019
Roger Albert Clark Rally has been
strong and 95 deposits have now
been placed. “To have over 90
deposits over ayear ahead of the
eventis remarkable,” said rally
manager Colin Heppenstall.
“Importantly, the great majority
of those entries are from crews
that we know and so the potential
fordrop outis relatively low.”

Hutchison’s swap
Reliant Scimitar racer John Hutchison
plans to make his single-seater debut
next season in a Formula Junior Envoy.
Hutchison acquired the car from
Germany five years ago and has

now completed arebuild. “lt went to
Germany in 1980 forarebuild but it
never got done,” said Hutchison, the
race competitions secretary of the
MG Car Club. His father, also John,
races aLotus 18 in Formula Junior.

Silver Fern entry
Matthew Robinson and Sam
Collis (see lead story) are among
nine UK crews contesting the
New Zealand Silver Fern Rally.
Welsh crew Meirion Evans and
lestyn Williams are heading
back to defend their 2016 victory,
while Roger Chilman and Max
Freeman will tackle the event

for thefirst time. Phil Squires,
Andrew Siddall, Barry Jordan,
Ken Davies, John Midgley and
Simon Tysoe are all entered.

Museum discount
Ahead of its closure on November 5,
admission prices to the Donington
Collection have been cut in half

and adult admission is now only

£6. Following the announcement of
its closure, the collection has been
very busy recently, although some
of the loaned cars have already been
removed. The Donington Collection
principals have thanked visitors for
theirinterest over the past 45 years.

Star cars

Two famous single-seaters
will grace the HSCC Open
Wheel grid on Saturday at the
Walter Hayes Trophy meeting
at Silverstone. The ex-Martin
Brundle F3 Ralt RT3 of David
Thorburn and the ex-Niki Lauda
F2 March 722 of Australian-
based Stephen Weller will be
in action. However, Stephen
Worrad’s Formula Atlantic
Chevron B49 could be
quickest of all the entries.

HOW MATT EDWARDS CLAIMED BRITISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP GLORY> 2 JPAGE 25
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Wilson targets ﬂgler replacement fer Z@B

Frenchman turned down
M-Sport in *05 for Kronos =%
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By David Evans

M-Sport Ford World Rally Team
principal Malcolm Wilson will
talkto SebastienLoebinan
effort to finally bring the nine-
time World Rally champion
to his British team.
Loeb’sfutureremains
unclear after Peugeot’s decision
towithdraw from World Rallycross
—adecision Loebsayshehadno
ideawas coming.
While Loeb won’t commit to
afull programme of rallies
nextseason, the Frenchmanis
understood to bekeen totalk about
the potential for selected events.
PSA Group CEO Carlos Tavares
was quick to point out to Motorsport
News that Loebremained under
contract with Peugeot-Citroen, but
Wilson said he would be making

contacttotalk to Loebonceagain.
Loeb confirmed to MNthathe
will be happy to talk to the Briton
about next season (see sidebar).
Loeb’s countryman Sebastien
Ogier will depart M-Sportat the
end ofthe year, having helped the
British squad dominate the WRC
with both titleslast season.
Currently, Wilson hasno
replacementfor Ogier —but said
Loebwould be the perfect man.
“T'vealwaysbeenabigfanofhim
andwhathe cando,” Wilson said.
“We’ve seen that pace and potential
onthethreerallieshe’sdoneagain
thisyear. It would beridiculous not
totalk about what could be possible
now. Whoknows what can happen,
butIwouldbe very, very interested
inhim comingback to our place
andhavingaruninthecar.”
Wilsonisalsowillingto take Loeb

¥ IR

onapart-programme. “I
understand hisreasons why
hemightnotwanttodothe
wholeyear,” hesaid, “butIhave
no doubt we could make this work
forhimaswellasforus.”
Loebtested an M-Sport Ford
Focus RS WRCin Greystokein 2005
with the possibility of joining the
team in 2006 when Citroen was
takingasabbatical from the WRC.
“Itwasfantastictoseehiminthe
car atthattime, said Wilson. “We
knew what he wanted and we knew
we were going tofind the money to
doit.Butintheendhe wanted to
stay with Citroen-Ithink by then
he knew that 2006 would be an
interim year and theymadea
commitment for alonger-term
with thenew car for 2007. He was
aFrenchdriverinaFrenchcar
withaFrenchteam.”

—— —

Loeb and Wilson discussed WRC dal in 2005

—_"
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Rallycross programme ends

What could be next
for Sehastien Loeh?

Peugeot’s decision to withdraw

from World Rallycross might have

moved Sebastien Loeb closertoa

World Rally Championship return.
Undoubtedly Citroen will work

harderthaneverto secureathird

C3WRC (rally news, page 15)to

ensureapotential berthisopento i

Loeb alongside confirmed drivers

Sebastien Ogier and Esapekka Lappi.
Should that not happen or should the

nine-time championfancy achange, a

seatina Ford Fiesta WRCis available.

There’salways been hugerespect

between Loeb and M-Sport team

principal Malcolm Wilson and,

havingnever drivenfor any other

manufacturer other than Citroenin

the WRC, Loeb has admittedin the

pastthathe would be curiousto see

whatlifeislike outside of Versailles. m
Asked about hisfuture, he said: “It

was anicefeelingtofightagainandto

winandmaybethisdoesgivememore ©

desire tocome back next year—this

iswhereIfeel better, rallyingismy

discipline. Butin another way, [ know

why Iretired —it’salot of time and

involvement. Will I come back full-

time? No, it’'snot whatI want. Will I

come back for somerallies? Maybe, .

buteventhatis complicated.” =
Askediftaking Peugeot’s 208 WRX

carsin-house with Sebastien Loeb 3

Racing was an option, he told MIV:

“That’s one of the options we’re

thinkingabout.”

Hyundai set to tie-up third driver deal with Sordo’s part-programme this week

Dani Sordo will be confirmed asa
Hyundaidriver for another part-

todecide which sevenrallieshe willcontest.  WRCdriver, the 35-year-old has scored two
Asked earlier this week about Sordo’s podiums from seven starts and wasin the
programme innextyear’s World progressthisseason, team principal Michel = mixandrunning second on hishomeround
Rally Championship this week. Nandan told MNV: “Dani’s had one of his ofthe series, Rally of Spain last weekend.
The Spaniard’s deal has been expected best years, maybe even his best. He has Sordo’s deal will tie up the third of a four-
for some time and Motorsport News beenreally strong and fast all of the time. driver team, with Hayden Paddon widely
understandsit was only held up by the He’sasmotivated ashe’severbeen.” expected to be confirmed for the other half
absence of a calendar for him and the team Now in his 14th season as a professional seasoninani20 Coupe WRCnext year.

))}IEE

Sordo’s set
for new deal

e-mail: info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.co.uk
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Breen is on
Citroen’s radar
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Citroen will goin search
ofitsfirstmanufacturers’
championship crown since 2012
nextseason—with thesquad
currently negotiatingtorun
athird C3WRCin 2019.

When Citroen confirmed
Sebastien Ogier and Esapekka
Lappi, the French firm
suggested there would beno
third car. Citroen CEO Linda
Jacksonhas confirmedto
MNthatpolicy has changed.

“Weare currently in
discussion with our partners

aboutapossiblethirdcar,”
Jacksontold MN. “We'relooking
atit. The carhasproveditself
and the combination of the
carandthenewdriversare
goingtogiveussuccess.
“Wethink we can win the
championship. Let’sbe honest,
youwouldn’ttake one of the best
driversand not want to win, we
want towin-youdon’tgointo
thisifyoudon’t wanttowin.”
Loebhad committed his
futuretothe World Rallycross
Championship with Citroen’s

“I am still right
in the title hunt”

Neuville’s prediction, pl6

TECITROEN

e TN ) i [Pl mevcweun |

PSA sister brand Peugeot, but
when the team pulled out of
WRXearlier thismonth,
Loeb wasleft withnothing.
Jackson said: “Sebastien
ispartofthe PSA family and
obviouslylots of discussions are
beinghad with Sebastien.Ican’t
really comment, that would be
unfairto talk about what he does
ordoesn’twanttodo. He’spart
ofthefamily andI'm sure there
will be somethingthat Sebastien
wantstodoand that will help
us. There’slotsonthetable

and we wait for Sebastien to
giveushischoice.”

Asked about Breen and his
chances of retaininga Citroen
seatintothenew year, Jackson
added: “Craigislookingathis
future and I'm sure there will be
something coming outfor Craig.
Craigisdoingafantasticjobfor
usandifthereisathird car,he’ll
beinthemix forthat.”

Jackson also confirmed
Citroen’scommitmenttothe
WRCforthenexttwo seasons—
the duration of Ogier’s contract.

Block was thwarted by damage

regularly next season,
with the American star

around the world.

Spainlast week, but his

Block told MINhe was

KenBlockis expected to
bebackinarally carmore

planningfurther events

Block returned tothe World
| Rally Championship for the
% firsttimeinfouryearsin

outing was shorter than
planned after his car suffered
mechanical damagefollowing
acrash on Friday’sfinal stage,
prohibiting a return for the
weekend’sasphaltaction.

delighted tobe back, saying:
“I'mjustfortunatetogetthe

chancetodrivethiscaron
these events. How many
drivers get the chanceto
gobackto Formulaland
competeatthatlevel, that’s

Block looking to expand his programme with more rallies

inplaceslike New Zealand.
And, of course, it would be
greattodrivethiscaragain.”
Hoonigan Racingteam
manager Derek Dauncey
added: “It’sabigask for Ken
to come and jumpinto one of

whatI’'mdoinghere.It’sbeen  thesecars. Theboysatthe
tough:I’'vebeenoutofthecar frontareinthemevery week,
foralongtime andtwodays butthis was apretty steep
testingtodrivea carlike this learning curvefor Ken.”
isn’treally enough.” MNunderstands Block’s
Talking abouthisfuture team isbuildinga Ford Escort
plans,Blockadded: “Iwantto RS Cosworthtoreplacethe
domorenextyear.Nothing’s  Group A versionhelostina
decided, butitwouldbegreat fireatthe NewEngland
todosomeeventsathomeand ForestRallyinJuly.

Volkswagen hosses pleased with debut outing for new R5 Polo

Volkswagen Motorsport will
look toenter aselection of rallies
to continue the development of
its Polo GTIR5 next season.

The world’slatest R5 carmade
animmediateimpression atlast
week’s Rally of Spain with both
Petter Solbergand Eric Camilli
settingfastesttimes—the carsran
firstand second mid-way through
the openingday. Only Camilli’s
car suffered any mechanical
issues when aselectorrod onthe
gearbox broke on Saturday, while
he wasleading WRC2. Solberg
wentontofinish thirdin the class
behind factory Skoda drivers
KalleRovanperaandJanKopecky.

Motorsportdirector Sven

Smeets said he was happy with
the performance and nowlooks
forward to goingaway tofind
more pace.

Smeets told Motorsport News:
“Wearevery, very happy with
thefirstevent. Wehavelearned so
much morethan we would on atest
and that’s what we were here for.
Wehavealist of places where we
know we can get quicker. We faced
asteeplearning curveongravel
andespecially on Tarmacin the
rain—Petter had nevertested the
carinthese conditions and we
don’thave somuch experience.

“We’vemade changestothe
car where we wouldn’thavein
competition. Petter wanted to

make changestofind outhow the
car wouldreact sowe couldlearn
morethaninthetest—-onthetest
youquicklylearntheroad and
then youset the carup forthatone
road. Hereit’sa compromise, but
welearnedalot. Wehadasmall
problem, but the selectorrod’s
astandard partand something
we can easily sort.”
Smeetssaidnodecision had
been made on a possible next
outingforthefactory’stestcar.
“Itwon’tbethis year andit won’t
be Monte Carlo,” said Smeets. “We
have customers goingto Sweden
sothere’snopointinusgoingthere
and, for sure, wewon’tgotothe
overseas events [outside Europe].

The new VW R5

Wemight gotosome European
events, maybewe’lldo Ypresor
Barum or something.”

He confirmed he wanted
to continue to work with
Camilliand Solbergin the test
programme, with both drivers
potentially returningto
competitioninthecar.
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DAVID
EVANS

“Toyota was
banned from
the WRC...”

here was so much to talk
aboutin Spain. There was
the championship fight,
thereturn of the legends
(including Volkswagen),
tyres, weather, Barcelona’s
frustrating one-way systems, old cars and
bull fighting.

And it's to yesterday to which I turn. Yesterday
being 1995, vialunch with legendary Belgian
journalist Michel Lizin, who introduced me to
Maurice Guaslard, team manager at Toyota
Team Europe between 1990 and 1995.

Rewind 23 years and head north back up the
coast to Lloret de Mar. Press record, sit back,
listen and marvel at every team manager’s
biggest nightmare, the one where the world'’s
biggest car maker is caught cheating and
knows full well it will be thrown out of the
World Rally Championship.

Juha Kankkunen, a driver not known for his love
of, or pace on asphalt, was rocketing away with
the 1995 Catalunya Rally in his Toyota Celica
GT-Four. Then, on the Capafons stage, he
crashed. And the scrutineers decided to take a
peak at the bent and broken #2 ST205.

“Even now,” smiled Guaslard thinly, “it's still
avery sensitive subject. Too many people
knew and maybe the wrong people knew.

I knew. I knew what was going on.

“We had been doing some [engine] test on
the bench and the benefit was obvious out of
tight corners. But, for me, the risk was too high
to go with this system. It wasn't necessary, we
didn’t have to win. The car was so perfect —
we had spent so long testing with Juha and
everything was working. Juha was comfortable
inthe car and on these roads.

“We had developed the [illegal variable]
restrictor along time before. We developed a
lot of things which weren'’t authorised or legal.
But, don't forget, you do this as part of the engine
development and the restrictor would have been
used on the bench to stress the engine.

“[TTE president] Ove Andersson knew about
this, he knew about everything. No decision was
taken in that team without him knowing. And the
part was in the car and in the engine during the
event — but it was not supposed to be there for
the whole time. It was not supposed to be there
atthe end. But then Juha crashed.”

The team was summoned to the stewards.
Scrutineers had found something. Hours later,
the game was up. Days later, TTE was out of the
world championship. Banned for 12 months.

“Some people said it was a shock,” said
Guaslard. “It was not a shock. We knew straight
away that we would be ejected. There was no
need to start the party, instead we knew it was
time just to pack up and go. There was nothing
else to do — we played with fire. But this was
the old time when everybody played with fire,
the only thing you had to be sure of was that you
did not to get burned. We got burned.”

Lunch on Thursday was over way too soon.
Not much has the edge over Hyundai's pasta,
but Guaslard's road back to 1995 did.

Vs
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Middle Eastern frontrunner

Al-Attiyah on the
verge of history

Nasser Al-Attiyah stands
on the verge of becoming
the most successful rally
driver in the history of
the Middle East Rally
Championship at this
weekend’s Kuwait Rally.
Only Vojtech Stajf can
stop the Qatari from being
crowned in Kuwait and if
the Czech driver were to
steal this year’s title for
himself, history would
still be made with the
first non-Arab driver ever
to wear the MERC crown.
But with two winsand a
second place from the
first three rounds,
Ford Fiesta R5 driver
Al-Attiyahislooking to
surpass Mohammed bin
Sulayem’s record.
Victory in Kuwait
would give Al-Attiyah a
14th title —equalling bin

Sulayem. Officially, bin By David Evans ofthe season —after finishing fourth behind. It’salways difficult to say:if ] “I'mhappy tobe goingthere in the
Sulayem missed out on = compared with Ogier’srunners-upspot  getaproblem he will be champion. But lead of the championship,” he told M.
one title, however, after Hyundai driver and last year’s Rally in Salou. Ogier’sreturn to the lead s, Ithinkit’snot the most uncomfortable “It will be tough, I know it willbe tough & :,
the 1991 Middle East series = Australia winner Thierry Neuville however, adouble-edged sword —it situation. The gapis small, it will —we all know it will be tough. Butit’s .
was shortened because of L~ insists heretains the upperhandin means he will be forced to sweep the beinteresting. better to have the pointsinthebag, =
the Gulf War. It only ran ;E. the fight for this year’'s World Rally likely hot, dry Australian gravel roads “It’s time somebody else was Ialwayssaid this. Honestly, I didn’t
three rounds when the FIA . Championship, despite losing the clear when the seriesreachesitsfinale cleaningtheroad! We'relooking really think to play the tactics—it’s =
demanded four to qualify it | lead of the series to Sebastien in New South Wales next month. forward to Australianow, it’s going impossible tothink to drop time and ;;‘
as an official Regional title. ;‘i' Ogierin Spainlastweek. Asked who he thought held the upper tobeintense and interesting.” drop points to take a better place on e
Al-Attiyah has already -‘" The Belgian relinquished his grip hand ahead of round 13, Neuville told Predictably, Ogier wasn’t on the theroadin Australia. ButI’ve doneit 25
surpassed bin Sulayem in | onthe WRC’s top spot—a position MN: “Not Seb [Ogier].I1think it’s better same page when it came to potential before [won from the front] and I'll {
terms of individual event E: he’sheld since Sardiniain the middle tobe second and just a few points championship fortunes down under. trytodoitagain.” "1"
wins, with 67 compared - I . E— SuSE RE e B Al allsis _ ER B i Ease | -
to his Dubai rival’s 60. e e T e R e S e R s

Meeke ready to test and

Pryce set to give competition debut to ORECA’s R4 kit pleased with Yaris pace
OsianPryceissettobe ASM Motorsportteamon there’salot ofinterest Kris Meeke will test again in Finland
thefirstdriverto compete the 60-mile gravel event. init. It’sreallynicetobe with Toyota next week, after visiting
inan R4-specification car “Iknow very littleabout askedtodoitandagood a World Rally Championship service
when hedrivesaToyota theevent,” hesaid. “It’s opportunity forme.” park for the first time since May to
Etioson this weekend’s allcome aboutinthelast Welshman Pryce has meet members of his new team.
Rallye Ciudad de Granada  fewdays.Iwasgrateful competed sporadically Meeke drove the Yaris WRC for
in Spain. that ASM Motorsportand in 2018 while attempting the first time earlier this month

The 2016 Drive DMACK ORECA haveaskedmeto tofund WRC2 outings, and admitted he was further
Trophy champion will driveittoshowcasethe R4 with thefocusnow encouraged for his first season
drivethecarthat ORECA- andlIvisitedtheteamin switchingtonextyear. with the Toyota after seeing yet
thekit’sdevelopers— Barcelonalast weekend. He did win the Escort more pace from the car in Spain.
hasusedtohonethe “From what people tell Rally Special event in “It’s nice to see that,” said Meeke, i 3
machine with testdriver me, I'll be thefirst person Belgium to celebrate who won Spain for Citroen last Meeke and his new boss Makinen
Stephane Sarrazin. touseitin competition, 50yearsofthe model, season. “The Toyota is competitive yet

Pryce, who will be whichisreally cool. It’s and hasimpressedin again.Ijust wishIcould get behind after winter’s early arrival in
co-driven by usual partner  agreatopportunity for multiple outingsinthe the wheel, especially after some great Jyvaskyla. The area close to the team’s
Dale Furniss, willhandle metogetback outand British Historic Rally memories from here last year.” Puuppola factory has snow and is
the carnow run by the topromote the R4 Kit, Championship this year. Meeke’s second test in the Toyota likely to endure freezing temperatures

will take on a different dimension into the middle of next week.
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‘Edwards took the title but

was pushed hard by rivals’

Photos: M&H Photograph

NEW CLOSED-ROAD

Three motor clubsin Wales

Organiser Andrew Edwards

havejoined toorganise Wales’  told Motorsport News:

firstclosed-road asphaltrally. “Wehavespokentomembers
Aberystwyth and District, ofthepublicalongthe

Lampeter and Districtand routeandtheresult was

Newtown and District Motor
Clubs-with the Teifi Valley

overwhelmingly positive.
The Motor Sports Association

AN /|

Motor Club expected to hasbeen very supportiveand
join—haveunited toform we arein constant discussion
the Cardigan Bay Rally, tomove planningforthe
whichissettofeature40miles eventforward.”
ofaction on publicroads. Motorsport News

The event will be based on understandstheeventis

the westerly coast of Wales.
Itislikely touse parts of
Aberystwyth, apopular
holiday town forbeachesand
watersports,and hasthe
backingofthelocal council.
Ceredigion County Council

hopingtorunin 2019ifitcan
organiseitintimebutthe
intricacies of planninga
closed-road event could
delay the organisers.
Ifitdoes goaheadin 2019,
both England and Wales are

_ cabinet member Councillor settohostafully closed-road
8\ Dafydd Edwardstoldthe Tivy- stageevent with Rally

‘ 4 SideAduvertiser:“It’'suplifting Tendringand Clacton-the

!‘,‘ ' toknowthatroad closure firstofitskind held in south

- ruleshavechanged within east Englandin April this

= o
G

England and Walesand we
| canuseourpopularrural
roadsthatarebetterthan
roads onthe continent.
\  “OnapersonalnoteIthink
'8 thiseventwill raise the profile
ofthearea, notonly during
theevent, but after theevent
fl with tourists.”

year—andthe Cardigan Bay
Rally makingupthe calendar.
The governmentin Scotland
isyettopassabill that would
enable the new closed-road
legislation, but talks are
ongoing. Bosses of the Mull
Rally and the Jim Clark Rally
are campaigningfor the bill.
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British Rally Championship review, p25

EVENT INWALES

8 Clacton Rally

N was popular

Michael Gilbey insists the
motivation remains high
to continuing winning
roadrallies after wrapping
up the Welsh Road Rally
Championship’s
navigator’s class.

Second onlast weekend’s
Rally Cilwendeg with
Andy Daviesin his Subaru
Impreza GC8-known
affectionately by its
number plate ‘IDZ 555’ —
was enough to seal the title.

Hehasalsosat with Kevin

Davies (1) and Gilbey (1) in ‘IDZ 555’

Davies and Mark Lennox
this year, but says hisjob
will not be complete until
Andy Davies hastaken
histitle as well.

“That’s why I'm not
making as much of afuss of
winning the championship
asIcould have onsocial
media,” says Gilbey.

“Ifheended up
falling shortI’d be more
disappointed for him than I
would be happy for myself.
He’sputsomuchintoitand

Gilbey eyes more wins after Welsh title triumph

Iwouldn’thave achieved
this without his effort.
“It’ssomethingI've
wanted to win since I was
12 yearsold, for the entirety
of my adult life I've wanted
tobe Welsh Road Rally
champion. It probably
isn’t goingto sink in for
awhileyet.
“Iwanttowinthe
remaining events and
thefireis still burning.
I’mnaturally a very
competitive person.”

Andy Davies to Irish Tarmac series

Andy Davies will switch N championship in the
totheIrish Tarmac Rally ITRCin2019.
Championship next year “Ijust want tobecome
in his SubaruImpreza asrounded ofadriver as
N12B, before makinga Ican,” said Davies of the
stepuptoanR5car. movetoIreland. “I want
Ex-BTRDA NR4 todoasmuchasIcan with
frontrunner Davies the car before we upgrade
needs 90 points from this toanR5.
weekend’s Powys Lanes “IthinkIgoteverything
rally to secure the Welsh outofthecarIcouldinthe

Road Rally Championship
driverstitlein his Subaru
Impreza GC8. It would
be thefirst time a four-
wheel-drive car has
won the series.

He could have sealed
the titlelast weekend with
second on the Cilwendeg,
but MNunderstands the
forthcoming Eagle Rally
will run, meaning another
scoring opportunity for
his opponents.

Davies will compete on
the Pokerstars Rally —
his first visit to the Isle of
Man —next month, before
afull attack on the Group

BTRDA on gravel. Having
donetheroadrally
championship this year,
I’'veenjoyed Tarmacalot
more. We did Clacton and
Donegal. Donegal is what
hooked meto be honest.
The atmosphere, how
wellreceived we were
having come from Wales.
IenjoyedtheeventandlI
enjoyed it more than my
lastfew BTRDA events.

“Thecaris
homologated, so we
canhaveagoatthe
Group N championship
and get some Tarmac
under our belt.”

Subaru dr1ver wins t1t1e after series checked 1ts tie- break rules

Dylan Davies secures Welsh title amid confusion

Dylan Davies and Llion Williams have
taken the Welsh Rally Championship
title after aqueryrevealed that Matt
Edwards wasnot the champion.

Subarulmprezadriver Davies takes
thecrownonatie-break with Edwards,
thefinal round-the Wyedean Stages—
havingbeen cancelled last month.

Aneventstatement said: “The
reasonsfor the cancellation are
many,fartoomany tobeovercome
in the short timeleft before the event
wasduetorun.”

Daviestherefore sealsthetitle
ahead of Edwards and Ford Fiesta
RSWRCdriver Luke Francis.

“Wearenaturally disappointed
thatthe scheduled final round of the
championship, the Wyedean Stages
willnothappenastheevent wassetto
provideagreat climax to the season,
butthatdoesn’tdetract from Dylan
and Llion’sachievementin whathas
been a hugely competitive season,”
said organiser David Evison.

“Wearelookingatall aspects ofthe
championshiptoseeifthere are ways
we canimproveitand makeiteven
more attractive tocompetitors. We will
beunveiling further details very soon.”

The championshipreceived arecord
number of entries this year.
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“Sbeng: an
introductionto .
road rallying”

&

t’'sbeen agood decade since I'd
been to aroad rally, and neverhad |
been to a fully fledged round of the
Welsh Road Rally Championship.
What a night. | neverthoughta

trip to Newcastle Emlyn would be
drierthan one to Salou for Rally Spain...

The Cilwendeg Rally — organised by the Teifi
Vally Motor Club —is one of the most prestigious
events on the calendar, and thanks to an invite and
typical methodical planning from Michael Gilbey —
who sealed the Welsh navigators championship
atthe weekend — | got to see what it was all about.

First, a glossary. At this point | was expecting
explanations of things like ‘petrol’ and ‘regularity’.
Nope. ‘Sbeng’ loosely means banter, ‘bachan,
bachan’ means good and ‘lASU BOIS’ written in
capitals can be used as a surprise to good and
bad things. After that | was lost.

| can't remember seeing so many peopleina
service park as | did at the start of the Cilwendeg
in this tiny town in South Wales. At 2100hrs,
young families and kids were still committed
to seeing anything from a Toyota Corolla to
the four-door Ford Escort Mk2 rarely seen
outside of road rallying but so popular within it.

With Derek Keohane chauffeuring in a tidy
Overfinch Land Rover Discovery, complete
with 2000s Clubland Classics on shuffle and
navigated by Tom Perrot and Josh and Derek
Mullen, we were off at 2315hrs ready fora good
five hours of action. Complete with a tonne of
sandwiches in the back and a car full of sbeng,
itfelt like ‘the good old days’, and they wouldn't
end until 0600hrs.

What a buzz. The Cilwendegfelt like a thrilling
rally spectating time machine had been engaged,
except for seeing the odd Peugeot 106 or
something else more modern fly by.

Having been used to the restrictive (and
necessary, that's not a dig at the authorities)
viewing on forest and some closed-road rallies
iInrecent seasons, the freedom available on this
event was a pleasant surprise as it takes place
on public roads.

It was great to see some of the stars of the
discipline, like Kevin Davies—the event winner —
up-and-comer Rhodri Evans and Andy Davies in
a beautiful Impreza GC8 with the familiar Subaru
rumble, in action alongside ace navigators.

With afull entry of almost 90 starters, the event
looks in rude health, although from what | saw,
the clerks of the course — Richard Evans and
Nigel Nelson —retiring should cause concern.
Often the clerk/competitor relationship is atough
one but the pairing appear to be respected in their
decisions, and able to enjoy the event and joke
with crews about the ups and downs of the
night while still maintaining gravitas.

Despite the 400 mile round trip — and the fact
| could have been in Salou and back quicker than
it took me to get from London to Ceredigion —
I'llbe back nextyear.

The trip also had the happy overlap between
the story to your left,a chance to see some of the
roads that will be used on the Ceredigion Rally as
soon as next year. Those competitors really are in
foratreat.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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West faces race to be
ready for title defence

ByJack Benyon

Reigning Motorsport News Circuit

Rally champion Chris West faces
arace againsttime to be ready
forthe opening round of his

title defence this weekend at
Oulton Park.

Westhasanew Smith and Jones-
tuned 2.5-litre engine for his Peugeot
306 Maxi this year but, alongside work
commitments, heis strugglingto get
the carreadyintimefor Saturday’s

Payne took Malton victory last year
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Neil Howard Stages. “I’'mtrying
[togetthe carready]buttherearen’t
any guarantees,” said West, whois
co-driven by Keith Hounslow.

“Itisn’tlooking very likely at the
moment.I'lldomy best,ifIdo turn
upIwon’tbe goingforawin,Ihaven’t
had thetimetotestit.

“Iflamthere won’t be any pressure
frommy side and we’ll belooking
tofinishtherally.”

West is still confident of the chance
todefend his crown oncethecaris

Photos: SMJ Photography, Jakob Ebrey, Kevin Mone:

¥ Neil Howard Stages, Oulton Park, November 3

NO |DRIVER/CO-DRIVER (07:1 :
Ford Fiesta RS WRC

Kevin Procter/Derek Fawcett

Steve Simpson/Patrick Walsh

Ford Fiesta RS

Graham Coffey/David Richards |Ford FiestaRS WRC

James Yates/Rhys Yates

Skoda Fabia R5

Chris West/Keith Hounslow

Peugeot 306 Maxi

Mark Kelly/Neil Colman

Ford Escort Mk2

John Stone/Jack Morton

Ford Fiesta S2500

Peter Smith/Sion Cunniff

Ford FiestaRS WRC

Joshua Davey/Tamsyn Davey

Darrian T90

=00 (N |o|o AW IN|—=

Nigel Feeney/Steve McNulty

Mini Countryman JCW WRC

running smoothly. “Iwouldn’tbe
doingitotherwise,I'd beathome,”
headded.

“Oncewesortthese teethingissues
outI’'m confident. It maynotbe this
yearthatIwinitagain, butI'mcertainly
goingtotry.It’sadifferent cartodrive,
it’slighter, handles differently. I was
surprised at how differentit feels. It’s
goingtotaketimetogetusedtoit,seat
timeiseverything.

“The gruntis phenomenal. It’s
around a33per centincreaseinpower.

It’sabigchunk. WhenIwentfrom
thetwo-litretothe 2.3-litre, it was
around asix per centincrease.”

Oulton Parkisn’t West’sfavourite
eventonthe calendar, hisbestresult
atthe Cheshire venueis third,
scoredlastyear.

The winner of thelast two Neil
Howard Stages, Kevin Procter,leadsthe
entry list, while David Richards makes
areturntothe co-drivers’seatforthe
firsttimein a decade alongside Graham
Coffeyinhis Ford FiestaRS WRC.

Malton attracts stellar entry with top BTRDA drivers and 47 Ford Escorts

The Malton Rally hasattracted = R5’slast competitive outing -
astellarentrylisttorivala beforeitishomologated NIRY LIST
BTRDA roundin Pickering in December. Malton ForestRally, Pickering, November4
this weekend. Tom Preston-the Skoda NO |DRIVER/CO-DRIVER |ICAR
Thelastthree BTRDA FabiaR5driver whowonthe 1 Charles Payne/Carl Williamson Ford FiestaRS WRC
champions compete, with 2017 Wales Rally GB National 2 Ollie Mellors/lan Windress Proton IrizR5
Charlie Payne and Stephen Rally -could also challengein 3 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson  |Ford FiestaRS WRC
Petchin Ford FiestaRS WRCs, thesamecar. 4 Peter Stephenson/TBA Ford Focus WRC06
while this season’s champion Inthehistoric class, Edwards 5 Guy Smith/Patrick Walsh Ford FiestaR5
MattEdwardssteersa headsastrongfield of Escorts 6 Peter Smith/John Millington Ford FiestaRS WRC
Fiat131inthehistoricclass. in Steve Bannister and Matthew 7 lan Bainbridge/Daniel May Subaru Impreza
Payne-last year’s winner - Robinson, with 47 of the cars 9 Steve Petch/John Richardson Ford Fiesta S2000
and Petch will have Ollie enteredin what will be one of 10 | Daniel Mennell/Tom Rodgers Subaru Impreza GC8
Mellorsforcompanyinwhatis  thelastgravelralliesofthe 11 | PetrKrizan/Lukas Sintal Mitsubishi Lancer E9
likely tobe the new Proton Iriz year the model turns 50.

Waterman launches new team with the aim of helping juniors

Prestone Motorsport
News Junior British Rally
Championshipdriver Alex

Watermanissettolauncha people can sample the cars. “Wearetryingtodothings
new team aimed at helping “We’ve been thinkingfora differently and take amore
juniors stepup toBritish while of setting our own team holisticapproach, particularly
Championshiplevel. up, I’'vejustgraduatedsoit’sa coveringthe supportand
Backed by hisfather Pat good timeformeandafewguys developmentofthecrewsin

WatermanandJohn Considine, werekeentogetinvolved,”
said Waterman.

the EDSL Sport team hasthree

Ford FiestaR2Tsand one “Havingdonethe cadetsasa Formore information on e = .
1600cc car, andislookingto freshfaceintorallyingandabit theteam andtestday, contact : e o
add onemore of both. ofthejuniorsthisyear, wefeel  alexw@edslsport.co.uk. Alex Waterman competed on

Theteam will host a test
and meet and greet at Walters
Arenaon November 17 where

there’s spacefor someoneto
come and offer afully rounded
serviceatareasonable price.

thejunior classes, notjust
supplyingacarforanevent.”

Wales Rally GB in the BRC

Shinnors to Shinshiro for

Japanese rally debut

Irish husband and wife pairing Matt
and Catherine Shinnors will compete
on this weekend’s Shinshiro Rally in
Japan, the candidate event the FIA
willinspect ahead of the country’s
futurereturntothe WRC.

Theduowilldrivea Toyota GT86on
the asphalteventfor theirfirstattack
ontherally, whichisbased 168 miles
from Tokyo.

Havingworkedin Japan before, Matt
haswanted todoarallyin theregion
for sometime.

“The Shinshiro Rally made perfect
sense as therally sounds very similarto
my surname, Shinnors!” he said. “From
what we have seen of the stagesfor the
rally, they look tight and twisty, covered
by trees. Outobjectiveistohavefun
andthe Toyota GT86isjust thetool.”

Earlierthis year they competed on
another WRC candidate event, for the
SafariRally,in a Ford Escort MKk2.

The only other non-Japanese crew
settocompete contains Formulal
race winner Heikki Kovalainen.

Davies aims for Builth
giantkilling repeat

Last year’s winners Sam Davies
and Martin Lasper willlead away
the Builth Showground Stages this
weekend, with the duoaimingto
repeat their giantkilling feat
fromlastyear.

The Vauxhall Nova pair head
astrongentry for the 36-mile,
14-stage event based at the popular
Powysvenue. Amongthe55car
entry, 2016 winners John Perrott
and Keaton Williams will be hoping
to getafinish under their belts,
while Damian Cole will drive
alongside Michelle Shaw in his
similar Ford Escort MK2.

Dan Evans (Suzuki Swift) and
Ian Evans (Vauxhall Nova) keep
upthe theme of low-powered
front-wheel-drive carsatthe head
ofthe order, while long-term
competitor Theo Bengry alsofinds
aplaceinthetopl0atcarnine.
Spectators are welcome atthe event.

Barhados prize for new

BMW Compact series

Anew championship forBMW
Compacts hasbeenlaunched, with the
prize achance to compete in Barbados.

The series,named BimmaCup
UK, isbased onthe hugely popular
Caribbean seriesforthe cars, with
over 40 competing ontheislands.

Thenew series will use near-standard
BMW Compact 318tis, and will visit the
Lookout Stages, Abingdon Carnival
Stages, Pendragon Stages and Harold
Palin Memorial Stages.

The winner will competein thelast
round of the Caribbean BimmaCup
in November2019.

Organiser Martin Stockdale, who
hasbeen competing on Rally Barbados
since 2001, said: “Primarily, BimmaCup
UK isgoingtofocus on affordability,
fun and socialinteraction. Back when
Istartedrallyinginthe 1980s we all
helped each other along during events
and had abit ofa party after, sometimes
morethanjusta ‘bit’.”

Seriesfounder Greg Cozier,basedin
Barbados, added: “There arelots of
potential drivers out there who would
haveagoifrallying wasmore physically
andfinancially accessible.”

Interested competitors should contact
Rob Brook-Rob@RB-Motorsport.co.uk—
forregulations and details.

TOURING CAR ACE ON MN SERIES: “IT’S THE HIGHLIGHT OF THE YEAR” > 2> JPAGE 26
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The old master was back to put the modern generation in the shade

he Citroen
mechaniclooked
up atthe screen
anxiously.Itread
0843, Sebastien
Loeb’sduetime
intotheservice
park. He couldn’t keep still.
Moving from foot-to-foot, he
went through some stretching
exercises, trying to heatfingers
chilled by adamp, dank autumnal
seven degrees.

Eyesup, 0839hrs. More stretching.
Four minuteslater, the #10 C3WRC
turnedin. Action stations. The king
wasback.

Last time Sebastien Loeb wokeuptoa
Sunday morningin Saloua 76th World
Rally Championship win was waiting.
Almosthalfaminuteahead, hisDS3
WRCwouldn’tmissabeatand the
podium’stop step washis.

Of courseit was. The year was 2012
andnobody but Loebhad been on that
top Spanish step since Markko Martin
eightyearsearlier. The Frenchman
had cornered the Catalan market for
WRC wins. There wasnonewsleftin
aLoebwininthispartofthe world. It
was all a bit processional. Dull even.

Not thistime. A fortnight short of six
yearson, Loeblaughed off pre-event
suggestions that win number nine
could be anywhere near the horizon.

Hedescribed suchtalk as
‘pretentious’ and Loebdoesn’tdo
pretention; he’sthe very antithesis of
showy. Instead he talked quietly of the
complicationsofthisthird and final
chapterinthestory ofhis 2018 World
Rally Championship with Citroen.

Friday’s gravel would be OK, he’d
shown enough speed tolead onthe
dirtin Mexicoearlier thisyear—and
starting11th onaroad sweptclean
oftheloose gravel should, in theory,
offer both grip and confidence in the
car. Butthen there was this talk of
therain comingon Saturday.

What was the problem? Loeb
monstered many arally in monsoon-
like conditions down the years.

Heleaned in, almostasthoughhe
didn’t wantanybody tohear. “Ididn’t
testforthis,” hesaid. “Ididn’thave
anyraininmytest.IThaven’tdrivena
Tarmacstagein the wet for six years...”

Andthenhestalled atahairpinin
apretty meaningless dash around
Barcelona’s Montjuic Park on
Thursday. Goingtobed 27th overall
on Thursday night wasnot conducive
to wakingup Sunday morningeight
seconds offthelead. It took time. But
ithappened.

Friday morning wasn’t exactly
ideal. Theflip side of runningona
cleanerroadistheneedforaharder
tyretodeal with the more abrasive
surface. Thedownside to the harder
tyreisthelack ofadhesioninthe wet.
Ahandful of damp patches cost Loeb
hisconfidence. Hejust couldn’t feel
the carbeneath him.

“I'mgetting toomuch understeer,”
hegrumbled, “Ican’tdriveitlike this.”

When somedrivers say that, it reads

i:Ieuville: A late sting in the tail

asadirect criticism ofthe team.
Don’treaditlike that. Loeb’s mind
was elsewhere. He was thinking out
loud, hismind was with hisengineers,
investigatinga solution.

Aslightly more aggressive approach
totheset-up and hisattack in the stages
delivered an improvement and second
fastest on the second run at the 24-mile
Fatarella-Vilalba. That good way toend
Friday wasenough tomovehimupto
fourthplace.

By theendofday one, tworallies
had already developed. There was
OttTanakinaclassofhisown, for
the secondrally in succession (and
thefifth fromthelastsix), and then
there was everybody else.

Thistime Tanak’s wasn’tthe only
Toyotabeingtalked about as Jari-Matti
Latvalafurther extended his current
purplepatch. The Finn went quickest
through SS3to take thefightto his
team-mate. One stagelaterandit
had all gone wrong.

Abriefasidehere—we’ll get back to
Super Seb the firstinamoment. Last
year, the University of Rochester
completed asurvey thatrevealed a
lotof swearing generally indicated a
higherlevel ofintelligence. Latvala
showed himselfto be, by some distance,
the harbour’s brightestlight when he
gottotheend of stagefour.Infact,
momentarily, you could have been
forgiven for thinking he’d been
replaced by Gordon Ramsay. He
didn’tsomuch dropthef-bomb, he
carpet-bombedit.

Turnsouthe’dhadapuncture.

“Frrrixohelll” raged Latvala. “1
am so f*****gangrynow. I would
have wonthisrallyif wehadn’tjust
had thisf*****gpuncture.”

Secondhad become 10th. His chance
gone. Orhadit?

Fridaynight and a penitent Latvala
admitted he might have spoken
toosoon.

“Ifthisrain comes, thisisanew
rally,” hesaid.

Somaybehe could win after all.
“Maybe,” he said with abashful grin,
“and sorry aboutthatswearing...”

Loebdeparted the service park
hopingtherain would stay away and
comeback anotherday. Therain
arrived. Butitwassohardtocall.

It wason, then off. Drizzling. Raining.
Pouring, briefly. Drizzlingagain. And
that’sallin the space ofapre-dawn,
15-minute service. What todo?

Dan Barritt knew. “Low intensity
rainallmorning...” hesaid, before
addingwithagrin: “...butit’llbe
pissingdowninplaces.”

Between service and the stages sat
the Muntanyes de Prades. Alpine, but
notexactly the Alps, thismassifis
enough todisturb the weather and
drain therain from the clouds.

What was happeningon the coast,
where the sun was still firmly tucked
up and not yet troubling the horizon,
matterednotajot. Thenews, theintel
and, possibly, the win and even the
championshiplay50milesaway
whereroad meets stage.

Onmorningslikethese, radios are
clampedtoearsasservice park spies
lurkin the shadows trying tofathom
whatrubberrivalsare running.

It wasn’tdifficult.

Nobody in theirright mind would be
taking the hardin such chilly, damp
conditions, but would anybody roll
thedice and run with the wet.

Radios crackled. “Latvala, full wet.”
Silence.Requeststorepeat echoed
about theplace. “Latvala. Full. Wet.”

Hidinga compoundisno problem
fortheteams, the tyre code H5or S6is
hidden with a simple square of black

tape. Hidingthe FW3ismuchless
straightforward. It’sanarrower tyre
and comes with aradically different
tread pattern.

Anditonly worksin—asthename
suggests—thefull wet; the compound
issosoft, any dry patches will
immediately generate heat and take the
edge offthe tyre. All of which fedinto
thefeeling of surprise at the selection.

When Esapekka Lappiand Tanak
followed suit,anew precedent had
beenset. Never had ateam headed for
the stages with Michelin’s FW3bolted
beneath all three cars (even if Lappi
had a couple of softs in the boot).

When Saturday morning’s opener
was cancelled due to the high number
of spectators, the Japanese team’s
rivalstalked ofits good fortunein now
havingashortened distance over which
ithad tomakethe softest tyre work.

Thefeeling couldn’thave been more
different at Toyota. Strategy-wise,
ithad goneall-inand theteam’s
newestrecruit Kris Meeke explained
thefrustration.

“There wasalot ofrainin thatfirst

one,” hesaid, pointing toamissed
opportunity toliftlots of timefrom
rivals. “Andthere’smorerainin
thelast stage of theloop.”
Makenomistake, Toyota was front-
foot offensive on Saturday morning.
And when Tanak and team-mate
Latvala went 1-2 on the weekend
opener, it was clearly theright choice.
Ironically, it was, quite possibly, the
selection of that softest boot that cost
Tanak sodearly ashe becamethe
Japanese squad’s second high-profile
puncturevictimin 24 hours. He
stopped, changed, and watched his
world fall apartfor the second timein
three weeks. What was worse was the
virtual championship standings at
that point. Tanak wasjointleadingthe
titlerace with Thierry Neuville, with
Sebastien Ogier three points back. That
wasn’t the moment to tell him asmuch.
Latvalatook full advantage ofhis
team-mates’ agony to steal second
placejustbehind Dani Sordo at
lunchtime. And Latvala wasright:
anewrally had begun.
Onelooplater, atthe end of Saturday,

six drivers were within 16.5s of victory.
AndLatvala wasleading!

After all therubber-based histrionics
of Saturday morning, Michelin’s
engineerslooked forwardtoafar
quieter Sunday. And soit would be.
Five ofthose six potential winnersall
poo-pooed the potential for ahard tyre.
And who could blame them? It was
seven degreesoutside, ithad rained
most of the night and theroads were
damp-borderline-sodden. Granted,
there wasn’t much morerain forecast,
but the soft was the only choice.

The sixth driver? Welcome back
tothe story Mr Loeb.

It wasagoodjobthose mechanics had
donetheir stretchingexercises... with
softs on the C3 and the boys about to
firethe caruptoleaveservice, Loeb
changed hismind. Hards. Allround.

With justabout enough time, the
wheels were whipped offand replaced.
Cuemoreradio-based disbelief.

“Iwas convinced the good choice
wasthehard,” said Loeb. “With the
informationIhad,Iwasjustsurethis
tyre could work in the damp-maybe

even
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‘Delivered the big
performance he needed’

Elfyn Evans’s rally rated, p23

better than the soft. Welooked
towhatI hadsaid whenIdrove
yre [with the DS3]andIcould
fIcould get someheatinit,
itworked.

1einformation we had was there
dbenorain. But yesterday, they

'here would berain and there was

!Iwasn’t completely sure about
reather, butl knew myselffor the

IwasworriedifI went on the soft,
body else would take the hard and

1ldlose. SoIsaid,let’sgoforit.”
din doingso, Loeb encapsulated
ything he brought to thisfight
unter seat timeinamodern-day
>ar. He brought experience, the
ty toread conditionsand a
ngness toback himself.

e factthat Loebwasn’tina
1pionship fight made that

vle slightly less complicated,
till Ogier was hugely frustrated
 watched his former Citroen
-mate and rival go fastest

ngh thefirstloop of the final
1ing and into thelead.

Continued onpage 22
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Loeb: Smiles after a remarkable 79th career victory

Loeb used a clever tyre

strategy to climb to the top

e g - e
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tyre callsleft M-Sport’s Sebstien 0]

Soe ofthe

gier confused...

M SS1 Barcelona (1.99 miles)
Fastest Ogier 3m35.3s Leader
Ogier Second Neuville +3.7s

B SS2 Gandesa 1 (gravel)
(4.35miles)

Fastest Tanak 4m19.6s Leader
Ogier Second Tanak +0.1s

M SS3 Pesells 1 (gravel)
(16.52 miles)

Fastest Latvala 14m36.5s
Leader Tanak Second
Latvala +6.1s

[l SS4 La Fatarella-Vilalba 1
(gravel and asphalt)

(24.14 miles)

Fastest Mikkelsen 27m01.2s
Leader Tanak Second Evans
+11.7s

H SS5 Gandesa 2 (gravel)
(4.35miles)

Fastest Sordo 4m14.7s Leader
Tanak Second Evans +11.5s

l SS6 Pesells 2 (gravel)
(16.52 miles)
FastestLatvala 14m12.5s
Leader Tanak Second Evans
+14.4s

M SS7 La Fatarella-Vilalba 2
(gravel & asphalt)

(24.14 miles)

Fastest Latvala26m13.2s
Leader Tanak Second Sordo
+26.8s

ESS8Savallal (8.77 miles)
Stage cancelled

M SS9 Querol 1 (13.21 miles)
Fastest Tanak 11m30.6s Leader
Tanak Second Sordo +32.9s

HSS10El1 Montmelll

(15.16 miles)

Fastest Latvala 12m58.4s
Leader Sordo Second Latvala
+0.3s

M SS11Savalla2(8.77 miles)
Fastest Neuville 7m47.1s Leader
Latvala Second Sordo +3.9s

M SS12 Querol2 (13.21 miles)
FastestLoeb 11m25.8s Leader
Latvala Second Sordo +4.7s

H SS13 El Montmell 2
(15.16 miles)

Fastest Neuville 13m07.3s
Leader Latvala Second Ogier
+7.2s

HSS14 Salou (1.39 miles)
Fastest Tanak 2m41.9s Leader
Latvala Second Ogier +4.7s

M SS15 Riudecanyes 1

(10.16 miles)

Fastest Loeb 10m22.6s Leader
Loeb Second Latvala +2.6s

M SS16 Santa Marinal

(9.01 miles)

Fastest Loeb 8m08.9s Leader
LoebSecond Latvala +7.1s

M SS17 Riudecanyes 2

(10.16 miles)

Fastest Ogier 10m14.2s Leader
Loeb Second Ogier +3.6s

M SS18 Santa Marina 2
(Power Stage)

(9.01 miles)

Fastest Tanak 8m02.5s Leader
Loeb Second Ogier +2.9s

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) ) ¢
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“The modern 4
generation of cars are
breathtaking to watch”

7 Iﬁ‘.,

t's avery long time since rallying
enjoyed such levels of popularity. In
Spain last weekend we witnessed
some glorious scenes on, off and
alongside the stages.
The opening street stage in the centre
of Barcelona perhaps should have given us a hint
of what to expect in the coming three days. By the
time the first car took to the stage you couldn’t move
anywhere in the vicinity of the glorious Fountain of
Montjuic that provided the backdrop to what must
be the most spectacular street stage in rallying.

There's a bit of a perfect stormraging in the rally
world right now and it's quite evident by the number
of spectators who turned up to watch the penultimate
round of this year's championship in Catalunya.

The cars look sensationally desirable. | still spend
way too much of my time admiring the beguiling
perfect symmetry and crazy excesses of the rear
end of the Toyota Yaris. It's bonkers with a capital B.
It's also brutally quick and breathtaking to watch
outon the stages.

The championship is providing more twists
and turns than perhaps we've seen in the past
two decades. Three drivers go to Australia witha
chance of claiming this year's crown.

The nemesis of amany a motorsport series,
predictability, has been well and truly banished from
the WRC scene. Last year, seven drivers from four
different teams won rounds of the championship.
And this year, a nine-time former champion makes
areturn, just for fun, and snatches a fairytale-like
win from our brawling title protagonists.

And ontop of all that, we have a promoter whois
actually promoting! And what a job itis doing. WRC
All Live, where you can lock your doors, turn off your
phone, banish the wife, kids and cat to the in-laws for
the weekend and fully immerse yourself in the whole
WRC experience for the entirety of every round is
truly game changing. Rally fans can now sit at home
and feel as if they are there, at every stage, and every
service, witnessing every moment, every drama,
every sweat soaked, muscle burning, mentally
draining demonstration of raw emotion.

My God it's good.

But, and there very sadly always tends to be a
‘but’, there is a danger that lurks menacingly far
too close to the surface of all this success. More
popularity equals more fans and, as we saw in
Spain, more brain dead morons. The scenes that
the FIA shared with us from shakedown in Spain
were truly shocking. It was scarily reminiscent of
the bad old days where fans egged each otheron
to get closerand closerto the passing cars. There
is ultimately only one way that this kind of behaviour
willend, and that is in catastrophe.

As I've said here many times in the past, Michele
Mouton as head of rally safety at the FIA is doing
the most unbelievable job. | genuinely believe that
she has already saved lives. Many lives. But with
the sport’s popularity on the rise, is it perhaps time
for aradical spectator safety rethink?
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Dayone: 92.01 miles;

eight stages

Weather: sunny 13-24 celsius

B Notforthefirsttime inrecentrallies, the initial
pace is set by Ott Tanak. The Estonianis flying
through Friday's gravel roads. This time the
Toyota driver's not demolishing everybody
in every stage, instead he's demonstrating
solid consistency —in the top three times on
every test, he's almost half aminute clearon
Friday night.

B Notinaction since August, the upside to Dani
Sordo’s part-programme with Hyundaiis a
preferable place onthe road on adry day one
in his homeland. He makes the most of a
cleaner, grippier line to spend much of the
day ina provisional podium slot before
moving into second on the last Friday test.

B Sordo’s Hyundaiteam-mates are struggling
with Andreas Mikkelsen sixth and Thierry
Neuville ninth, the Belgian having opened
the road and swept the line all day.

B M-Sport's charge is being spearheaded by
Elfyn Evans as the Welshman looks ahead
to the weekend just 2.9s behind Sordo. He'd
been second until a slightly untidy run through
SS7 letthe Spaniard by. Sebastien Ogier, like
Neuville, is struggling for grip running second
ontheroad —he's seventh.

B Sebastien Loeb is knocking the rust off, not
having competed on the dirt since Mexico.
Like Sordo, he'sinagood place onthe road
and, once he dials some understeer out of the
C3, he'supintofourth.

End ofdayone:

1 Tanak/Jarveoja 1h34m27.4s; 2 Sordo/ Del Barrio +26.8s; 3 Evans/Barritt
+29.7s; 4 Loeb/ Elena +30.2s; 5 Latvala/Anttila +37.6s; 6 Mikkelsen/Jaeger
+39.1s.

Day two: 75.68 miles;

seven stages

Weather:rain/overcast 9-18 celsius

B Thefirststage of the day is cancelled after too
many spectators brave the heavy Catalan rain
and overload the weekend's first test.

B Oncethe daydoes get going, Tanak makes
sensational use of Michelin’s full wet tyre to move
further clear at the top of the table. Unfortunately
for the Estonian his tenure of the lead won't last
much longer — he stops to change a puncture
on the next stage and plummets to ninth place.

B Sordoleadsforone stage before he's forced to
give best to Jari-Matti Latvala. Hyundai's local
boy struggles with the inconsistent conditions
—especially the mud in the second run at El
Montmell and slithers from second to sixth. Finn
Latvala stays out front on Saturday night, but
behind him the classification is getting closer
andcloser.

B Ogieristhe man making the biggest move,
jumping from seventh to second on Saturday.
The defending champion’s countryman Loeb
is the meat in an M-Sport sandwich, 3.3s down
on Ogierand 1.8sup on Evans.

B Positionally, Neuville's Saturday isn't quite as
impressive as his itle rival Ogier's — he ‘only’
climbs from ninth to fifth — but in terms of time
nobody is as quick as the Belgian through
Saturday. He scores two scratch times to move
himself right into the fight for the podium or win.

End of day two:
1 Latvala/Anttila 2h35m01.8s 2 Ogier/ Ingrassia +4.7s; 3 Loeb/Elena +8.0s; 4
Evans/Barritt +9.8s; 5 Neuville/ Gilsoul +12.7s; 6 Sordo/ Del Barrio +16.5s.

Day three: 38.34 miles;

four stages

Weather: overcast 6-15 celsius

B Loebsecuresfirst WRC win in sixyears, while
double podium for M-Sport boys Ogierand
Evans plays the Cumbrian squad backinto
contention fora second consecutive
manufacturers’title. Almost. The Brits go
Down Under 25 points away from top team
Toyota Gazoo Racing.

B Hyundaigains some ground on Toyota with
Neuville and Sordo taking fourth and fifth
ahead of Yaris drivers Tanak and Esapekka
Lappiin sixth and seventh.

B Latvalaisthe day’s biggestloser, dropping
down the order after hitting a barrierin SS17
and sliding to eighth place.

B CraigBreen and Mikkelsen round out the top
10 after both suffering atough event. The
Citroen driver struggled to recover from a trio of
spins earlierin the rally, while Hyundai's wayward
Norwegian remained some way from the pace.

Continued frompage21

“The information was useless
this weekend,” he said. “Every
time we got it wrong. Every time!”
He signalled the interview was over
by gettingin his car and shutting
the door.

Latvala was doingall he could.
He’d started the day with 14 world
championship titlesright behind
him. His platitudes about him
havingmore WRC starts than either
ofhis Sebastienrivals were starting
tolook alittle thin ashe shipped
time tothe Frenchmen. Latvala
remained second, but 7.1s behind
Loeband3.7sup on Ogier. Then
Latvala’s event went south when
he clipped a barrier and punctured
onthe penultimate stage. This
time there was no swearing. Just
aheadinhands.

One stage left and it was Loeb
versus Ogier. A straight fight,
ninemiles and 3.6s between them
after a sensational scratch from
Ogierin SS17.

Ogier beat himin the powerstage,
but not by enough. Loeb crossed
theline, not knowingifhe’d wonor
not. Breathing hard, he asked his
co-driver Daniel Elenaifit was
enough. Theydidn’t know. They’d
doneitby2.9s.

Time after time we’d seen Loeb
win here, but there wasnever
anythinglike this emotion. Close
totears, the 44-year-old said:
“Thisisanincrediblefeeling, an
incredible win.Ican’tbelieveit. We
had a half-spin at the roundabout
thismorning doing these stupid
donuts, I was alittle bit stressed
after that.Ididn’t think we could
dothis. Thisis sosatisfying.”

Second place and second in the
powerstage was enough tomove
Ogier back into thelead of the

A puncture ruined
Tanak’s chances

championship. A superb charge
from Elfyn Evans, allied to a late
puncture for Neuville, was enough
for him to edge the man who’d
topped the table coming into Spain.

Neuville was furious. Crossing
theline with therear-right Michelin
in tatters, he couldn’t contain
hisrage.Raising his hands he
bellowed: “Putain!”

Ifyou wanted to counter Thierry’s
French curse, you only had tolook
tothe service park’sred cornerto
see what thisresult meant to Loeb.
Remember when he won hisfirst
titlein Corsica, 2004? Remember

Rovanpera crashes Solherg’s party

For onerally only, Skoda could
keepits wunderkind. Ahead of the
final European WRC2round of the
season, thefocus was all about a
former champion and his team
of former champions.

Petter Solbergand Volkswagen

conservative wet tyre and set about
therain.

One stageinto the weekend and
boy wonder was out front and
stayingthere. He didn’t walk away
withitthough. Camilli wasright
with him until a selector rod broke

Motorsport stole Kalle Rovanpera’s
limelight and headlinesin thelead
up tothe event. And then delivered
onthe hypeon Friday lunchtime
by bringing the all-new Polo GTI
R5sback to servicein first and
second position.

Admittedly, Solberg’s team-mate,
rapid Frenchman Eric Camilli had
misread the script and placed his
car ahead of the 2003 champion’s.
Petter didn’t mind. It didn’t matter.

“I’'mheretohavefun,” beamed
Solberg, havingleapt out ofthe
car and into the Friday lunchtime
sunshinein Salou. “Ididn’thave
such great feeling from the car
inthefirstone, but we made
some changes and it wasreally
niceinthelastone-reallyniceto
be fastest as well!”

The boy was back. And the
giants from Hanover wereright
there with him.

Unfortunately for them, the
dreamdidn’tlast. The teenager
stormed the party and stole the
show. Hampered by a dodgy
damper on Friday morning,
Rovanpera was sublime on a wet
Saturday. Ignoringthefact that
he’dnever tested in those wet
conditions, he bolted on the more

inthe Polo’s gearbox in the second
shot at Savalla and Rovanpera’s
team-mate Jan Kopecky still

had designs on the perfect season,
arrivingin Spain on the back of
five starts and five wins.

Bytheend, the twofactory
Fabia R5shad eased their way
clear of Volkswagen Group
stablemate Solberg.

A generation ago, it wasn’t often
that a Rovanperabeat a Solberg,
but Kalle showed hisfather
Harri where he’d been going
wrong in Spain.

“Ithink Ishould be ahead of
Petter,” said Kalle with a grin,
“I'havebeen driving my car more
than him this year, it’s probably
normal. It’s been good. Therain
wasn’tsonice, but Imade some
good time with the softest tyre —
Icould move the car around a bit
with this tyre. When it dried out
on Sunday, we had quite alot of
understeer, but once we gotrid
ofthatin service everything
was good.”

Ahead of the start, Skodahad
confirmed there would be no
late Australia entry for Pontus
Tidemand, therefore confirming
Kopecky was, indeed, a world

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

whathedid? Heturned a
somersault. He did the same
in Spain on Sunday. Not to be
beaten, Elena completed his
own forwardroll.

Lookingon, team principal Pierre
Budar shook his head and smiled.
He could scarcely believe what he’d
seen. “It’sastonishing,” he said.
“Wonderful. To see the speed they
could make when they have done
nopractice or whenthetyreisnot
perfect and the set-up not exactly
what they want, it’samazing. There
arenotmany driversin the world
who cando this.”

Rovanpera was
the form man

champion. “It was quite a strange
feeling for the weekend,” said
Kopecky, “to know we were
champions before the start. But
when therally started, we focused
to thisand made a nice result for
theteam.”

Solberg was equally chuffed
with the podium’s bottom step.

“We came here tolearn about
the car and tomake it faster for the
customer,” said Solberg. “We did
that. We made changes to the car
tofind out what would happen,
knowingit might not necessarily
makeit quicker. It’sbeen great to
be back. We have seen speed from

The popularity of this win
extended well beyond Citroen —
the prolonged applause greeting
the winners’ arrival at the post-
event press conference told its own
story.Itovershadowed the fact
thatthereis only three points
between Ogier and Neuville
with onerally left to go.

There’sbeen no end of talk
about the need for electrification
in the World Rally Championship
recently; courtesy of thereds’ big
littleman and a breathtaking title
race, the WRC couldn’t be more
electricright now.

me and from Eric and we’ve seen
agreat car from Volkswagen.”
Outgoing European Rally
champion Kajto Kajetanowicz
was fourth with fellow Ford
Fiesta R5 driver Nil Solans one
place behind. The top six was
rounded out by a second Solberg—
Henning’s Skoda Fabia R5.
Victoryin WRC 3 was enough for
Enrico Brazzoli to clinch the title.
Brits Tom Williams (Ford Fiesta
R2T) and Nabila Tejpar (Peugeot
208 R2) both ran well, but weren’t
registered for points. Fiesta driver
Louise Cook finished behind them,
but took third in WRC3.
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DRIVER ANALYSIS :/oxvmeva

SEBASTIEN OGIER
M-SPORTFORD FIESTA

Elated by his return to
the top of the table,
Ogier was frustrated at
the mistakes his team
made in the weather
and tyre calls. Showed
superb sportsmanship
and genuine pleasure
atLoeb’s win. Bravo
forthat.

TEENMUSUNINEN
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

First time here and it
showed for the Finn.
He was only in the top
10 for one stage and
struggled even on his
favoured gravel. On
the asphalt, he was
allat sea. Needs to
learn and learn quickly
from last week.

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 120

There was no respite
from his nightmare
season. The Norwegian
looked lost and simply
had noidea of how to
or where to find some
pace from the Hyundai.
In the middle of all that,
he went quickest

in SS4. Bizarre.

SEBASTIEN LOEB
TOTAL ABUDHABI CITROEN C3 WRC

There simply aren’t the
superlatives for this
drive. Showed again
why he's a nine-time
world champ and how
he'd won this event
eight times. Delivered
as Citroen was staring
atawinless season.

JARI-MIATTI LATVALA
TOYOTA YARISWRC

Reckoned a puncture cost
him the win on Friday, but it
was actually him hitting a
barrier on Sunday that really
cost him. Set some great
times and looked strong, but
ultimately came up short on
an event where he should
have delivered more.

OTT TANAK
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

Definite 10/10 for the first
half of the rally. Consistent
and quick through day one,
his charge was ruined by
apuncture on Saturday
morning. Just about still
inthe title race aftera
superb powerstage win.

KEN BLOCK
FORD FIESTAWRC

ELFYN EVANS
M-SPORTFORD FIESTA

Duly delivered the big
performance needed.
Struggled for the
ultimate pace when the
set-up was awry, but
his run through the final
two Sunday stages
was superb —and
what M-Sport and
Ogier needed.

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI {20

Recovered from a
shakedown roll, coped
with cleaning the road
then drove brilliantly
through Saturday. Final-
stage puncture cost him
his chance of a podium

and more precious
powerstage points in 8/
his hunt for a first title. 10

DANISORDO
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

Solid day on the dirt

to start the weekend'’s
asphalt actionin a strong
second. Remained at the
races, but lost out badly
in the muddy conditions
on Saturday’s final test
and couldn’tfind the
speed to re-engage
onthe final day.

CRAIG BREEN
TOTAL ABUDHABI CITROEN C3 WRC

Running fifth with plenty
of pace on Friday
morning until he drops
the C3 and loses the rear
wing on a bank. A couple
more spins on Saturday,
not helped by the lack
ofaTarmac test, didn't
help matters.

ESAPEKKA LAPPI
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

N
Couldn't find anything e e
like the sweet spot his
team-mates managed
with the Yaris and found
himself facing the wrong
direction regularly. Spent
much of the weekend
looking like a man waiting
for next season...

Loses five points for denying his
fansthe chance to see himonthe
weekend after he crashed on
Friday evening. But picks up five
for doubling up on the donutsin [
the Barcelona superspecial.
Well, what did you expect?

K[
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i SEBASTIEN LOEB

Form is temporary but class really is permanent. Sebastien Loeb oozed class in Spain last
week. He kept the car in the middle of the road when he wasn't sure, then found the sort
of searing pace that carried him to nine world titles when it mattered.

PATRICK CROKE

Craig Breen's mate made a welcome return to the service park in Spain. Paddy's
not a man to let his disability get in the way of his enjoyment of a WRC round, but
featured among the highest-profile casualties of the changeable conditions when he
rolled his wheelchair on Saturday.

RESULTS

Round 12/13, 54th RallyRACC Catalunya—-Costa Daurada 2018, October 25-28

POS | DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER |CAR |TIME
1 | Sebastien Loeb (FRA)/Daniel Elena (MON) Citroen C3 WRC 3h12m08.0s
Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia(FRA)  |Ford Fiesta WRC +2.9s
Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +16.5s

Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL)

2

3

4 Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC [+17.0s
5 | DaniSordo (ESP)/Carlos del Barrio (ESP)

6

7

8

Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC |+18.6s

Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC +1m03.9s
Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +1m16.6s
Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +1m26.4s
9 | CraigBreen (IRL)/Scott Martin (GBR) Citroen C3WRC +2m07.0s

10 | Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) |Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC [+2m48.2s

11 | Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC +3m52.0s
21 | Khalid Al-Qassimi (UAE)/Chris Patterson (GBR) |Citroen C3 WRC +21m28.6s
30 | Jean-Michel Raoux (FRA)/Laurent Magat (FRA) |Citroen DS 3 WRC +35m14.4s
R | KenBlock (USA)/Alex Gelsomino (ITA) Ford Fiesta WRC SS7/crash
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
DRIVERS MANUFACTURERS

POS [ DRIVERS prs WeosiTEams  [pTs |

1 |Sebastien Ogier 204 1 [Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT |331

2  [Thierry Neuville 201 2 |Hyundai ShellMobis WRT [319

3 |OttTanak 181 3 [M-Sport Ford WRT 306

4  |Esapekka Lappi 110 4 |Citroen Total 216

5 |Jari-Matti Latvala 102

6 |Andreas Mikkelsen | 84

7 |DaniSordo 71

e T - | RALLY AUSTRALIA
9 |CraigBreen 61

; NOVEMBER 15-18

0 [Hayden Paddon 55

m Who will hold their nerve for the world title?
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<) CAGED LASER ENGINEERING

Automotive Engineering & Fabrication Specialists
Bespoke & Standard Roll Cages
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ROLL CAGE CHASSIS
FABRICATION FABRICATION

PIT
EQUIPMENT

Unit 12

Ash Farm
Business Park
Holcombe
Radstock
BA3 5EX

CNC FOLDING

+44 (0) 1761 239133
inffo@cagedlaser.co.uk
www.cagedlaser.co.uk

LASER CUTTING

INSURANCE &=

DESIGN

DAV 1D
AU DEN
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POLICIES FOR

v COMPETITION CARS
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v" SERVICE VEHICLES

PHONE: 0161 440 7590
quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk
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'. Wayne or OlTie
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E=EIEd 07831 888 668
01268 906 380

« MK1 Escort RSR built by Sonny Howard of SHP
Engineering in 2014

« It is a very quick car and quite easy to drive
« 1800cc BDT built by Abespeed using KAM Parts

o Lightweight Flywheel, Twin Plate Paddle Clutch

« WiTlwood Calipers Front and Rear

« Fully adjustable suspension

« BBS Wheels 10” Wide with Avon Slick

« Corbeau Revenge Race seat

« TRS Race belts

o Located in Chelmsford Essex viewing by
appointment

01375 378 606

SPECIALISEDENGINES@TALK21.COM
WWW.SPECIALISEDENGINES.CO.UK
15 CURZON DRIVE, GRAYS, ESSEX, RM17 6BG

FORD ONLY exchange reconditioned standard and modified units,
12 months guarantee, to fit any FORD ENGINED vehicle.

* CVH XR2 XR3 etc.
* CVH Escort

* All Pre-Cross-flow
* All Cross flow

ALL OF THE ABOVE ARE COMPLETE ENGINES INCLUDING:
CYLINDER HEAD, SUMP, OIL PUMP ETC. WE PREFER YOU TO SEE
THE ENGINE BUILT UP.

WALES’' NO.1 SUPPLIER IN COMPETITION TYRES

JD Tyres is a long established seller of
motorsport es. Our main bu is Road
Rallying Tyres, Tarmac Rally Tyr ravel Rally
Tyres and Track Racing Tyres.

;" ,1. 07968020546
- 07966466548

www.jd tyres.co.uk

== YOKOHAMA
B ==4 Hooster

bl MIcHELIN HarnKoox

F-r DUNLOP

KUMHO TYRES

www.TSALTAMOTORSPORT.co.uk

WelhayvelGrpa!
“tarmacland

Customer cars built to
order and maintained
Season packages
available

Award winning cars

T: 01970 630730 E: enquiries@tsaltamotorsport.co.uk NIGHT EVENTS AND STAGES

BLUE SKY Engineering UK Ltd

Racing Engine Components

Specialising in Ford BDA/BDG ENGINES

Contact - Mark Solloway
Phone - 01267 233 742
Facebook - Blue Sky Engineering UK Ltd

TEeAm .
coordin

A

DISCOUNTED FERRY CROSSINGS BETWEEN
THE UK, IRELAND AND EUROPE

01904 766 787 | teamcoordin8.com
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REVIEW: BRC
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With two events cancelled, the BRC was fast and frought. By Jack Benyon

Title winners sealed
it on Wales Rally

DWARISOOMNATE

hiletheresults
sheet shows

thelatter’s step-upin pace. “Ulster was
my bestresult,” says Edwards. “The pace

disappointing,” says Bogie. “I was eager
tomakeupforitonthePirelli Rally but

fourevent wins | togothereandmakeamistakesoearly wasthereonstagesIhadn’tdoneandIwas
outoffour and onputuson theback foot for therest of upagainst—andbeat—-the guy whoended
adominant theyear.” up beingIrish Tarmac champion [Josh
championship Takingaleap forward as Bogie faltered Moffett]. Ididn’tjust win the BRC bit,
Early crash cost Bogie win for Matt onthePirelli Rally was Yates, whoarrived | Iwantedtowintherally.It’safamousrally

Edwards, noone event was easy for

the M-Sport Swift Rally Team driver

and hisnavigator Darren Garrod.
Thenumber of R5s was similartothe

andIlovethehistory.Iwatched the WRC

growing up butIalwaysfound the British

Championshipdriversmorerelatable.”
Afterthat, the series should have gone

with paceinhis Fabiaand he could have
wontherally. He showed muchimproved
speed from 2017.

“The Pirelli Rally was a surprise, we

Reynolds consistency key

BRC1

NO | DRIVER | PTS end ofthe previous season with 10at the didn’texpect to be on that pace sosoon,” totheIsle of Man, but struggles obtaining cadEt CIaSS win

1 | MattEdwards |120 openinground. There were four names says Yates. “If we’d have goneinto that road-closure permitsless than two weeks for ne nolds

2 | AlexLaffey 64 that stood out as the men who would event knowing we’d had that pace, we before therally was ashambles. y

3 | David Bogie 61 battleit outfor the title. Alongside would have attacked more.” “Idon’tthink we’llever find out the Jordan Reynolds won the

4 | Rhys Yates 51 Edwards, there was David Bogie, Keith Croninfoughthard with Yates but correct story of what wenton,” says Cadet Class with justone

Croninand Rhys Yates. had to settlefor third on the Pirelli Rally championship manager Iain Campbell. victory on the Pirelli Rally.

Prestone Motorsport Edwards was on the front foot with a behind hisrival and Edwards. One of “It’sdisappointing from that perspective, Hefinished second on the
News Junior BRC 60-mile test before the first event, the the criticisms of Cronininrecent but what wasn’t disappointing was the Ulster Rally and Wales Rally
NO | DRIVER | PTS Pirelli International Rally in Carlisle, in seasons hasbeen his gravel pace. actiononthestages[thisyear].” GB (twice), butengine woe in

1 | Steve Rokland
2 | James Williams |91
3 | KevinHorgan 43
4 | William Creighton| 37

110 Andhe’sright. The series doesneed
more cars, but the four that did properly
challengefor the title produced good
scrapsonall oftherallies. Theloss of
two events was justimpossible tofix.
Thatleft aRally GBfinale, where set-up
strugglesmeant Yates wasn’t on the pace
from the get goandended upin a Myherin
ditch. It was afar cry from the promise
and speed he’d shown all season and he
could have won any of the events previous.
Edwards needed fourth on thefirstleg

Thesecondround, the Ypres Rally, was
expected tosee Croninreturntoform.
SwitchingtoaHyundaii20for 2018 meant
athird different carin asmany seasons.

Hepushed hardin Ypres, wherehehad
won the year before,and had some major
momentsintryingtostay ahead of
Edwards. A puncture caused by an
excursion whileleading thefinalnailin
histitlechances ashedropped tothird
placein Belgium. He wouldn’t be seen
againduringthe season.

aFord FiestaR5he’d driven the previous
year. The only change was from Hankook
toPirelli tyres. Bogie could rival this
continuity ashe wasback with CA1 Sport
inhis Skoda Fabia R5for a third year and
on DMACK’srubber for asecond.
However, Bogie’s title bid unravelled
onthePirelli Rally where herolled. But
hedid end the season on Rally GB with a
chance of the title. Even though he won
the openingleg of the two-points scoring
roundsin Wales, it wasn'tenough.

Ypres cuthisfinishingrecord.
Itwasastrongresultin
only his second full season of
rallying, and the Welshman
haswon entriestonextyear’s
eventsinthe Junior class.
Withmoreluck, Finlay
Retsonwould havehada
greatshotatthetitle. Heset
stunningtimeson Rally GB,
hisfirsttimeatthe event, but
twomechanical retirements,

CadetClass

NO | DRIVER | PTS

1 | Jordan Reynolds| 83
2 | Johnnie Mulholland| 80
3 | BartLang 67
4 | FinlayRetson |65

Yates: good 1 ) Thebiggestloss to Bogie’s Edwardshad myriad electrical issues, towin, and he delivered. Bogie knew it onthePirelliand Ypres,
speed ‘-f""" ey litleattack was, perhaps, but continued tofight and hisrelentless was over even before the event started. offset his Ulster win.
- . thelossoftheopening pressure on Cronin was enough to Alex Laffey had amathematical chance Johnnie Mulholland took
- . round,theBorder guarantee victoryin Ypres. of thetitle, and the M-Sport driver built secondintheseriesand

Onemannotinthefight was Yates, on his consistency this year finishing was beaten only by Reynolds’s

SElaE | Was cannedto who visited aditch and then co-driver every event. A Rally GB fastest stage consistency. Hedid takealeg
= . f % bad weather. Elliott Edmondson becameill. Ultimately time in the BRC section will be something winon Wales Rally GBand
- - ; “Oncewe’'d itwasanother case of great pace during toremember. hispacehasimproved
3 ” ; AR lostagravel the season butnoresultfor Yates. Buttheman with mosttotakeaway hugely this year.
Ak S . ___— roundanda With Cronin gone, Yates and Bogie both from the year will be his team-mate, Aloneinthe National Rally
- = P e rally I knew steppeduptothemarkontheUlsterRally. | Edwards, whosefastbutsensible Cup, Mitsubishi Lancer E9
‘_l “'/ B quite well, Yatesadmitted he“ranoutoftalent” ona approach delivered a brilliant title win. crew John Morrison and Peter
thatwas fastright-hander while closest toleader, The others simply couldn’t marry the Carstairstook thehonours.

Edwards, and Bogie struggled tomatch same blend of speed and consistency.®

it went down to the wire but talented Norwegian Rokland took Junior BRC title

The Prestone Motorsport News Junior hisseventhin an R2 car, Rokland was Williams won in Ypres where he had also

British Rally Championship delivered
strong competition, and sincethe BRC
relaunched in2016it’sfailedtogotoa
homedriver with that being the case
again thisseason.

Norway’s Steve Rokland won the prize,
but Welshman James Williams pushed
himhard in his Vauxhall Adam R2.

Inhisfifth season in a Peugeot 208 and

always going tobe competitive, buthe
blew the opposition away on the Pirelli.
Indeed, he did on all the rounds apart
from Ypres where he ended upin aditch.
Rokland took a cautious approach to
the penultimateround, the openingleg
of Wales Rally GB, to secure the points
heneeded with a second placefinish
while Williams won the encounter.

been strongthe year before, but Rokland’s
crushing win on Rally GB sealed thet title.
Williams did everythinghe could.
William Creighton had an up and down
season in his Peugeot 208 and his title bid
never materialised. An offin Ypresand
anengine failurein GB put paid to his
chances, although there were a pair of
second places on the Ulster and Pirelli.

Rokand was the standout junior

——

:

S -

Williams scored winin Ypres
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Gircuit rallying is hack to fill the winter months. By Jack Benynn
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RT CIRCUIT RALLY
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Motorsport News Circuit Rally
Championship2018/19

DATE | EVENT | VENUE

Nov3 | NeilHoward Stages

Oulton Park

Nov 18 | NHMC Cadwell Stages

Cadwell Park

Dec9 | KnockhillRally

Knockhill

Jan 19 | Brands Hatch Stages

Brands Hatch

Feb 16 | Snetterton Stages

Snetterton

Mar3 | Donington Rally

Donington Park

Mar 17 | Lee Holland Rally

Anglesey Circuit

Apr7 | Alan Healy Memorial Stages

Cadwell Park

[PRIZES|

Overall

B Champion wins MSV test day,
MSV season pass, 12-month
subscription to Motorsport News

B Second gets 12-month
subscription to Motorsport News

B Third gets 12-month subscription
to Motorsport News

Michelin Cup

B Two tyres ateach round to
class winner drawn from a hat

B Two tyres at each round to the
highest runner on Michelin tyres
B Eight tyres to overall champion,
pair of Torqg Racewear gloves

M Four tyres to second

place driver

M Two tyres for third and fourth
placed drivers

Quigleyisbackinhis Clio Cu

What does an outsider make of the Motorsport News Circuit Rally series?

Motorsport Newshas a vested interest
inthe MN Circuit Rally Championship,
so we brought in an independent
adjudicator to describe whatit’slike

to compete in the series.

British Touring Car Championship
race winner Paul O’Neill will start his
fourthrally in the series this weekend
inaPaul Sheard Mazda MX-5. Having
notdone any rallying before, it’s
quickly become a staple ofhis calendar.

“T’ll be honest, Ithoughtit would
be somethingI wouldn’tlike,” says
O’Neill, driving the plucky 1600cc
car tosecond and third in class on the
Neil Howard Stages and Lee Holland
Memorial Stages at Anglesey last year.

“The changing surfaceis soalien to
me.Inaracing carI’d know or have
anidea what’s coming. Withrallying,
everythingjust changes all the time.
Idon’tlike stuffthat’s unpredictable.

“But the whole nature of it being

Protyre Cup

M Fourtyres to highest placed driver
after four rounds using tyres bought
from Protyre

M Fourtyres to highest placed driver
from rounds five-eight using tyres
bought from Protyre

M Fourtyres to highest placed driver
overall on tyres bought from Protyre,
and a pair of Torq Racewear gloves

Sort Oils

M £75to each class winner

l £75 forthe Sprit of the Rally
Award, which can be given to anyone,
not just competitors

Torq Racewear
l Spirit of the Championship award
wins five pairs of mechanics gloves

Could]John Stone challenge?

unpredictable, turns out I properly
loveit.Ilove the organisation of the
events, thefactthat youhave torely
on someone else sat nexttoyouas
well, working together to get the
best out of the situation, and Ilove
being against the clock.

“You’reneversat around like you
are atarace weekend either. It’s bang,
bang, bang...get on withit.”

Ithasn’t always gone to plan, and it
was a tricky baptism of fire on the 2016
event when the gearbox broke in a Mk3
MX-5, but more seat time and a switch to
the MK1 for 2017 yielded strong results.

“Thefirst thing I found difficult was
exiting the assembly area the wrong
way [compared to circuit races] and
going straightinto the cones on my
firstgo!” he adds.

“Youdon’thave timeto warm the
tyresup, as soon as you touch the
brakesfor the first corner the caris

ackforafourth
season, the
Motorsport
News Circuit
Rally
Championship
kicks off this
weekend for another winter
ofrapid action, starting with
the Neil Howard Stages at
Oulton Park in Cheshire.
The championshiphasgone
from strength to strength sinceits
inaugurationin 2015, and shows
nosign ofslowing down.
Whileitmightnotberallyinginits
purestsense, it offers the formatand
ataster of gravel and asphalt, while
offeringthefacilitiesassimple as
toilets, cafes and garages that forest
or closed-roadrallies simply can’t
offer.It’sabrilliantintroduction to
what multi-venuerallyingislike.
Inpreviousseasonsithas
been difficult to tell who will be
thefrontrunnersinthatyear’s
championship. Butthere’sone
name atthetop ofthelist this year
who will be very tough tobeat.
Reigning champions Chris West
and Keith Hounslow return with their
Peugeot 306 Maxi, their chances ofa

sliding straight away and that was

tricky to start with. That’s something

I’'mjustnot used to.
“Ireally didn’tlike that at first
because it puts you on the back foot

and youlose your confidence, coming

from circuitracing. That’s why I

massively respect the other drivers

in the championship, and at every
level of rallying. What the drivers
areabletodoisbrilliant.”

With a strong class entry, many of

the cars boasting more power than
the MX-5, a class win may evade
O’Neill again. But as competitive
asheis, the urge to compete is yet
tobe extinguished.

“It’sthe highlight of my calendar,”

repeatimproved by anew Smith and
Jones engine (a 30 per cent power
increase, says West)and aswitch to
Michelin tyres. Having wrapped up
lastyear’stitle with around tospare,
theirrivalsmust be worried.

Mark Kelly leads the Ford Escort
MKk2brigade this year as2016/17
champion Ian Woodhouse will sit
the season out for an enginerebuild.
Kellyimproved rapidly in his car
last year. Look out for him to win
multiple events this season.

Pete Smith and John Stone bring
interesting Ford Fiestastothe party.
Stone’s comes complete with a
Millington 2.5-litre engine mated
toan S2000 chassis. Smith will hope
hefairsbetterin waterthanthe
car’spredecessor Ott Tanak, who
crashed the carintoalake on Rally
Mexicoin 2015. Caution—and
perhapsflippers—could beneeded
inthe Oulton Park watersplash.

Forfansofthe underdog, rapid
pilot Steve Quigley has constantly
outperformed his plucky front-
wheel-drive Clio, and challenged
forthetitleinitsfirst yearin2015/16.
Hereturns after a year outand his

consistency could bringhim into play.

Andthere’salwaysone surprise

Photos: SMJ Photography

West’s car has been
improved for 2018/19

who pops up and takes the
championship by storm. Josh Davey -
ifhis Darrian playsball-could dojust
thathaving come so close to victory
last year before a gearbox partissue
ended his season before Christmas.

There’snomajor changesinthe
calendar this year (see above left) but
the championship coverageissetto
stepupagear. TV company Torque
take over the production and
althoughitisitsfirstforayinto
rallying, the teamis very familiar
with the circuitsinvolved and have
interesting plans for how to bring
theseriestolife.Italsoboaststhe
coup of joining Amazon Prime this
year, which hosts TV shows, movies
and musictothousands of peoplein
the UK. Frontrunner, Facebook, and
YouTubewill all provide coverage,
while MN’sdigital TV channel
motorsport.tv will show plenty
of coverage tokeep up with the
franticaction.

The championship hasthe unusual
issueinrallyingthatithastoturn
away sponsorseach yearasithasso
many, and with many prizes on offer
from multiple packages, the MIN
seriesisthe perfect grassroots
contesttogetstartedinrallying.

hesays. “Ididn’t think I’d like it, but
I’ddoitfull-timeifIcould.”

Now to break it to him thatthe MN
seriesisn’tquiteatalevel wheredrivers
are paid to compete. Not yet anyway...

O’Neill has taken to
rallying in the MX-5

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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RESULTS

MSA Asphalt Championship, Cheviot Stages, round 6/6, October 28

(07:1:4
Ford Fiesta WRC

NO | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER
Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead

| TIME
48m38s

Jason Pritchard/Phil Clarke

Ford Focus WRCO5 | +26s

Gordon Morrison/Calum MacPherson| Subaru Impreza

+1mO02s

Stephen Simpson/Patrick Walsh

Ford Fiesta R5

+1m33s

David Hardie/John McCulloch

Subarulmpreza

+2m15s

Mark McCulloch/Michael Hendry

SubaruImpreza

+2m28s

Paul MacKinnon/Rob Fagg

Ford FiestaR5

+3m27s

O IN oo A IWIN|—

Barry Lindsay/Caroline Lodge

Peugeot 106 GTI

+4m27s

©

Lee Hastings/Cole Hastings

Subaru Impreza

+5m47s

10 | Keith Robathan/Ken Bills

BMW M3

+6milis

Class winners: Taylor/Roughead; Morrison/ MacPherson; Lindsay/ Lodge; Rabathan/ Bills; Ricky Wheeler/ Martin
MacCabe (Ford Escort); Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill (Austin Cooper S); Ross McCallum/James Ralph (MG Maestro);
Stephen Bethwaite/Ann Forster (Vauxhall Nova Sport); Paul Kendrick/ Luke Green (Escort RS1600).

Cheviot Stages Rally
ByPaulEvans

Organiser: Whickham & District MC & Hadrian Motor Sports Club
When: October 28 Where: Otterburn Training Camp, Northumberland
Championships: MSA Asphalt Rally Championship; North of England
Tarmacadam; Scottish Tarmack; ANECCC Stage Rally; HRCR Northern
Historic; Swift Shining Stars; ANCC; Border Challenge Stages: 12
Starters: 88

Peter Taylorwon a dramatic
Cheviot Stages Rallyin his
ex-Robert Kubica Ford Fiesta
WRC - while Jason Pritchard
wrapped up the MSA Asphalt Rally
Championship with second in
treacherous Otterburn conditions.
Havingbeen unable todothe previous
day’srecce, Taylor started cautiously -
yethe was still fastest on the opening
stage. Heand co-driver Andrew
Rougheadhad extended theiradvantage
toalmostaminute when they were
blinded by thelow sun and skidded into
asignposton SS10. Theirlead was cut to
justtwo seconds, butastunningrun
over thefinal two stages brought the
winning margin up to 26 seconds.
ItwasTaylor’ssecond victory of the
season on Northumberland’s Otterburn
Military Ranges, havingwon the

Tyneside Stagesthereearlier this year.

“Wehadn’tmade amistakeallday,
butthen, with the sunin my eyes, afifth
gearintoathird gear corner came out of
nowhere,” said Taylor. “I hit a signpost
and got stuck and I wasjustabout to
turn the engine offand give up, whenI
putitinreverse gear andit popped out
ontotheroad. It was a one-in-a-million
chance! Thenit wasflat-outonthe
remainingstagestotryandregain
thelead, which wemanagedtodo.”

Snow, sleetand torrential rain made
conditions extremely difficult and led
toanumber of very bigaccidents. No
fewer than 34 out of the 88 starters
failed tofinish, with alargenumber
of carsreturningtotheservicearea
atThe Airstripsonatowrope.

The weather played a significantrole
inthe outcome ofthe 2018 MSA Asphalt
Rally Championship. Whoever finished
ahead ofthe other between Daniel
Harper and Jason Pritchard would
becomedrivers’ champion, whileif
they bothretired then the absent series
leader Wayne Sisson would win.

Thetitle was decided on SS4 when
Harper and co-driver Chris Campbell

skated straight onatasquareright,
after amonsoon-like downpour had
turned adownhill sectioninto a stream.
Their Minisport-run John Cooper
Works WRCleft theroad at speed: their
rally, car and title hopesin tatters.

It waseasiertocount whohadn’thad
anearmiss there, with Damian Cole/
Jane Nicol firstto go through thefence
(andlaterretiring their Ford Focus
WRCO05 after an off on SS6), Dave
Turnbull/Chris Purvis spinning (and
laterretiring their Ford Fiesta WRC
with adamaged steeringarm)and Steve
Irwin/Ian Middletonrippingarear
wheel off their Vauxhall Nova. So
crowded wastherally car graveyard
thatthe stagehad tobetemporarily
halted toclearthe debris.

With Harper out, the pressure was
onPritchard-althoughhedidn’t show
itasheproduced another stunning
masterclass performancein his Ford
Focus WRCO05. Despite the atrocious
conditions, and on hisfirst visit to
Otterburn, Pritchard only made
onesmall mistake, an overshootata
junction on SS10, to bringthe carhome
second overall —and scoring maximum
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Asphalt Championship points fora
third time—withoutascratch.

Pritchard’stitle comes 30 years after
hisfather Eian narrowly missed out on
winning the same championshipon
Otterburn. It’shisfourth majorrally
trophy in asmany years, having won
three MSA British Historic Rally
Championshipsinarow (2015,’16and
’17), also with Phil Clarke co-driving.

Gordon Morrison/Calum
MacPhersonjumpedaditchand
landed in thefield at the now infamous
SS4 corner, butrecovered tofinish
an excellent third in their Subaru
Imprezarounding out the podium,
withitsealing the Scottish Tarmack
Rally Championship overall.

Anew Frank Meagher-inspired
colour scheme was working wonders
for Ross Brusby, who was anincredible
fourth for most of the day in his Ford
Escort Mk2. “I'mdriving on the limit
and hopingfor the best,” said Brusby,
who was well ahead of many four-
wheel-drive cars. Co-driven by Sam
Collis, alas his brilliant run cametoa
cruel end with gearbox failure on SS10.

Stephen Simpson/Patrick Walsh
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Taylor bounced
¥ back for victory
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finished fourthintheir CA1 Sport-run
Ford Fiesta, abig spin on SS4 their only
near-miss after agood day, while David
Hardie/John McCulloch survivedlate
gear downshift problemsto bring their
TEG Sport Subaru Impreza homefifth.
Mark McCulloch/Michael Hendry
finished just 13seconds behindin
sixth (SubaruImpreza). Mull winner
Paul MacKinnon and co-driver Rob
Faggcamehome seventh after
driveshaft and steeringissuesin their
Ford Fiesta, while Barry Lindsay/
Caroline Lodge finished an incredible
eighth overallin their Peugeot 106 GTI.
Lee Hastings/Cole Hastings (Subaru
Impreza) and Keith Robathan/Ken
Bills(BMW M3) completed the top 10.
Stephen Bethwaite/ Ann Forster
(Vauxhall Nova) won Class 1, beating
John Cressey/Martin Cressey (Mini
Cooper S) by justeight seconds. There
were convincing class winsfor
Lindsay/Lodge, Ross McCallum/James
Ralph (MG Maestro), Keith Robathan/
Ken Bills(BMW M3), Ray
Cunningham/Jared Gill (Austin
Cooper S)and Adam Hanner/Wayne
Wood (Peugeot 205 GTI).

ROAD RALLY ROUND UP ' Miraculous Escort Fastnet win for Tourish

Kevin Davies/Dale Bowenwon a
closely fought Rally Cilwendeg

to secure their third win onthe
West Wales classic. The pair set
ablistering pace in the opening
sections and had builtup alead

of 25 seconds over Daniel Jones/
Gerwyn Barry by the petrol halt. The
latter crew retired in the second half
with reported engine maladies.

The chase of the leaders was then
taken up by Andy Davies/Michael
Gilbey, who admitted to being
slightly off the pace early on; the
fastest crew after the restart, they
closed their halfway deficit but were
still half aminute behind at the finish.

Michael Gilbey had already
secured the Welsh Championship
crown, but the result gave Andy
Davies afirm hand on the drivers’
title. His task was made easier as
Mark ‘GT’ Roberts failed to make
the start and George Williams
was delayed for six minutes when a
rotor arm broke; without that delay
Williams could have challenged for
atop placing.

Top seeds Dyfrig James/Emyr
Jones, infifth place at petrol, went
out soon after the restart with
carburettor problems. Meanwhile

John Davies had hoped to follow up
his third place on Saturday’s Exmoor
Targa with awin on the Cilwendeg.
However, having dashed back from
Somerset, he found his Vauxhall
Astra’s engine not to be running
smoothly and scrubbed his entry.

The Exmoor Targa Rally was
wonby Owen Turner/Rachel Vestey,
they finished over two minutes clear
of the field. Guy Woodcock/Will
Rutherford had led initially but a
broken throttle cable on one test
and a puncture on asecond ruined
theirchances. The runner-up
spot was taken by Pat Thomas/
Sam Davies.

Ian Mills

Results

Rally Gilwendeg

Organiser: Teifi Valley MC When: October 27/28
Where: West Wales Championships: WAMC &
ANWCC Route: 120 miles Starters: 81.

1 Kevin Davies/ Dale Bowen (Ford Escort) 54s;

2 Andy Davies/ Michael Gilbey (Subaru Impreza)
+30s; 3 Rhodri Evans/Dilwyn John (Escort);

4 Chris Hand/ Dafydd Sion Lloyd (Escort); 5 Dale
Furniss/ Dai Roberts (VW Golf GTI); 6 Gavin Edwards/
Cadog Davies (Escort); 7 Kevin Jones/Alan James
(Toyota Corolla); 8 Kevin Kerr/Huw Rhys Manion
(Escort); 9 Mark Lennox/lan Beamond (Escort);
10 Dafydd Evans/Lee Taylor (Escort). Class
winners: Jones/James; Daniel Williams/Shaun
Richards (BMW 318).

FastnetRally

By MartinWalsh

Organiser: Skibbereen & District Car Club; When: October
28; Where: Bantry, Co. Cork. Championship: Final round,

PlasticBags.ie Southern 4 Rally Championship. Stages 9:
Starters 93 (80 main & 13 juniors).

Damien Tourish and Domhnaill

McAlaney became the first
Ford Escort Mk2 winners of
the Fastnet Stages Rally since
Bernard O’Brienin 1989. They
headed competition from
Melvyn Evans (Ford Fiesta
RS WRC) and James Stafford
(Darrian T90 GTR).

Defending winner Daragh
O’Riordan (Fiesta RS WRC)
poweredintoa7.3-second lead
overlocal ace Daniel Cronin
(Fiesta R5) onthe opening stage.
However, on a tricky second
stage O’Riordan cuta corner
too tight and dropped a wheel
intoadrain. He broke the track

control arm, punctured a wheel,

bent the steering and retired.
While new leader Cronin
finished the stage 17.7 seconds
ahead of Tourish, he struck an
errantfeline at the flying finish
line and damaged theradiator.

| Although temporary measures

enabled him to start the third
stage, they proved unsuccessful
and he had to stop when the
temperatures began to soar.

Tourishled Evans by four
seconds, the latter — co-driven
by Sean Hayde —lost over 10s
with an overshoot.

Over theremaining six
stages, Tourish prevailed with
Evansreluctant to pursue the
rally winner. Changesto the
dampers brought Stafford and
co-driver James F Stafford from
10th to third place.

Earlier, Vince McSweeney
(Mitsubishi)and Barry Meade
(Escort) battled for that position
with Meade in control until
heretired when he damaged
therear axle following an
altercation with the scenery
onthepenultimate stage.
Stephen Carey (Fiesta R2) was
set for seventh until the gearbox
broke on thefinal stage. His
successor, Somerset’s Martyn
England (Ford FiestaR5+), did
more than enough to clinch the
Southern 4 Rally Championship.

Results
1 Damien Tourish/Domhnaill McAlaney (Ford Escort
Mk2) 1h00m49.6s; 2 Melvyn Evans/Sean Hayde (Ford
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a d hadedy four-wheel-drive caré, Tourish took victo

Fiesta RS WRC) +21s; 3 James Stafford/James F
Stafford (Darrian T90 GTR); 4 Vince McSweeney/
Michael Kearney (Mitsubishi Lancer); 5 Vincent
0'Shea/Alastair Wyllie (Escort); 6 Brian Brady/

Leonard Tuite (Honda Civic); 7 Martyn England/Dawn

England (Ford Fiesta R5+); 8 John McHugh/Brian
Boyle (Toyota Corolla); 9 Jason Ryan/Peter Keohane
(Civic); 10 Seanie McGrath/ Ger Clancy (Civic).
Class winners: Simon Duggan/Gavin Sheehan

(Civic); Cal McCarthy/Derek 0'Brien (Citroen C2 R2);

John Bagge/Ron Mackey (Peugeot 306) Pat Price/

ry

Andrew Curran (Subaru Impreza) Michael Lenihan/
Chris Brown (Suzuki Swift GTI); Michael P Kelleher/
Eoghan McCarthy (Escort); Brady/Tuite; Colin Roche/
Derry Long (Toyota Starlet); Kieran Hayes/Sean
Ward (Peugeot 205 GTI); McHugh/Boyle; 0’Shea/
Wyllie; McSweeney/ Kearney; Emma Marie Nott/
Declan Casey (Escort); George Swanton/Labhaoise
Hyland (Escort); Denis Cronin/Helen 0'Sullivan
(Ford Escort); Adrian Kermode/Jon Hawkins
(Porsche 911); Colin 0’Donoghue/ Lianne 0’Sullivan
(Honda Civic).
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SILVERSTONE: Z50VMIC BIRKETT RELAY BY MIARCUS PYE

The 68th running of the 750 Motor
Club’s Six Hour Relay — honouring
founder Holland Birkett — brought
anunprecedented Scratchresultas
ateam of front-wheel-drive saloons
covered the greatest distance.

Inthe presence of a winning Bentley
from 1951’sinaugural event, 66 hopefuls
setoffon the Grand Prix circuit for the
annual event.

If Carl Swift, Stewart Lines and 2013
handicap winners Lee and Shayne
Deegan’sintent to outrun Radical SR3s
with atrio of mighty Seat Cupra TCRs
soundedlike blusterto some, they hadn’t
factored in their speed or the wet weather.

Butforabroken CV joint on Swift’s
Team Cupra car at the beginning of
his second stint, the Spanish machines
madelight work of increasingly sodden
conditions once the forecasted rain came.

Superbdrives by the Deegan brothers
ontheirdebutsin Area Motorsport’s
carledtoex-BTCCracer Lines holding
off Breakell Racing Heroes’ Wade
Eastwood’s orange SR3 over a heart-in-
mouth 135th and final lapin traffic,
battling standing water and
near darkness.

Havingrounded Brooklands and
Luffield together, they accelerated
through Woodcote and were split by
two carslengthsatthechequer.

“That wasincredible, butI’d have
preferred tobethe chaser,” said Lines.

“These carsare awesome, even when
itwasaquaplaningon the straights,”
added Lee Deegan.

The battle for the Handicap trophy
wasn’t quite as close but still provided
plenty of intrigue.

Paul Rose (JPR Motorsport, Saker),
Classic Clubmans champion Clive Wood
(The Defibrillators, Mallock Mk21/23
Proto)immediately split the Radicals
of Eastwood and Brian Murphy (from
James Breakell’s twin squads) and Elliot
Goodman (RAW Motorsport).

The SubaruengineinRose’scar
developed amisfire second time out, but
Steve Harrisin hisnew 540bhp Saker and
VW Fun Cupdriver Dominic Jackson
(RapX) gotthem homefourth.

Debutants Podium Preparation’s
handicap hopes took ablow when
Andrew Stacey’s Mini Cooper Sbrokein

Friday testing, buta dash back to Andrew
Jebson’s Lincolnshire base tofetch a
substitute Citroen C1 showed spirit.

With Chris Bailan’s BMW 330 and
Andrew Peck’s Porsche 968 clearly much
pacier, and expectationsrevised by the
calculator boffins, they were surprised
tolead thefield for almost fourhours.

By the end of the fifth hour Honda Civic
TypeR equipes Reasonably Northern
and Area Motorsporton 106 lapseach—
although theformer would receive one
extracreditlapinthefinal reckoning—
wenttop. Asthedeluge continued, they
hitaglitch apiece as Daniels Reason
and Hobson slid off.

Led by Civic Cup champion Rob Baker

BRANDS HATCH: BARC BY BRIAN PHILLIPS

SMITH TAKES CONTROL WITH
INTERMARQUE DOUBLE WIN

Lewis Smith took amajor step towards
hisfirst Intermarquetitle with a
double victory at the championship’s
penultimate round.

Nearest challenger Steve Burrowsis
still well in touch, though, and finished
runner-upinboth of Sunday’sraces
after startingthe daylevel on points.

Pastseasons have been dominated
by Matt Simpson and latterly
Malcolm Blackman, with Smith
arapid butirregular threatsincehe
joined the championship.

Last weekend he was in imperiousform,

leading throughout adampfirstrace.
Burrows was delayed in traffic, helping
Blackman to snatch second only to spin

abreast move went from third to first
at Paddock Hill at the start of lap two.

Blackman held second until his car died

at Graham Hill, promoting Burrows.
Harrisreached the front ofa closely
matched group to take third.

A successful debutina Vauxhall Astra

VXRinthe South Eastern Tin Tops
earned Rod Birley victory ahead of
Bradley Lane’s Honda Civic Type R in
race one. Hefollowed the Sussex man

homeinracetwo but still secured a class

win. Chris Bassett (Peugeot 205 GTT)
twice joined them on the podium.

A pair of Monopostoraces brought
victories for Zachary Anderton’s Jedi.
Alex Fores’ F3 Dallaraled more than

momentslater. Herecovered totakethird,
overtaking Ray Harrisin traffic.

Smith started eighth on a part-reversed
racetwo grid, butin a breathtakingthree

Cockell won in Historic Thunder

halfofrace one beforefinishing second,
butretired inracetwo. Thisendedin
confusion after amuddled safety car
intervention, which also indirectly
prompted a shunt when somedrivers
were unsighted as those ahead braked.
Four-time winner Ian Bower (BMW M3)
plunged offat Paddock while chasing Ray
West’s M3in pursuit ofanother Pre 93
victory in thefirst of eight Classic Touring
Carraces. West missed Sunday’s wet
race with alack of suitable tyres,
leaving Alexander Owen (Honda Civic

RED RASCAL TEAMCLAIM
HANDICAPHONOURS
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RESULTS

Birkett Six Hour Relay - Handicap

1 Red Rascal - Chris Lovett, Russell
Clarke, Kenny Coleman, Kevin Dengate,
Jamie Ingram, Reece Jones (BMW E46
M3s); 2 Mostly Rusty Two Seaters -
Gareth Baxter, Neil Stratton, Adam
Lockwood, Dave Hemingway (Toyota
MR2 Mk1s); 3 Area Motorsport - Mark
Grice, Rob Baker, Martin Dalzell, Daniel
Hobson (Honda Civic Type Rs);

4 Reasonably Northern - Lewis Rose,

| Daniel Reason, Jason Ballantyne,

David Vincent (Honda Civic Type Rs); .
5 Routec Racing 330 Flyers - Martin il
Roche, Bill Redropp, Darren Ball (BMW "

E46 330s); 6 Caterham Billies - Max
Lynn, Max Gaunt, Charlie Mizon
(Caterham Ts). Class Winners Red
Rascals; Mostly Rusty Two Seaters;
Cupra Racing - Carl Swift, Lee Deegan,
Shayne Deegan, Stewart Lines (SEAT
Cupra TCRs); Podium Preparation - A
Andrew Stacey (Citroen C1); Chris St
Bailan (BMW E46 330); Andrew Peck
(Porsche 968). !

Scratch result

1 Cupra Racing; 2 Breakell Racing
Heroes - Wade Eastwood, Ash Hicklin,
Robert Rees, Charles Graham (Radical
SR3s); 3 Breakell Racing - Brian
Murphy, Lee Bailey, Aaron Bailey, Simon
Garmiston (Radical SR3s); 4 JPR
Motorsport - Paul Rose, Steve Harris
(Saker S1-400s), Dominic Jackson
(Saker RapX S1); 5 RAW Motorsport -
Elliot Goodman, Barry Liversidge, John
MacLeod (Radical SR3 RSXs); 6 Red
Rascal. GW Cupra Racing, Breakell
Racing Heroes; Red Rascal; Area
Motorsport. Fastest lap Breakell
g Racing Heroes 2m09.35s (102.05mph).
P weeme— Pole RAW Motorsport. S 66.
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and runner-up Mark Grice, Area’s
clincher was a set of shared wet
tyrestotheirrivals’ cutslicks.

That wasn’tenough though, for Red
Rascal’s BMW E46 M3s shared by Chris
Lovett/JamieIngram, Russell Clarke/
Kevin Dengate and Kenny Coleman/
Reece Jones-leadinga very strong
marquerepresentation-maintained
their momentum and growled to victory.

Its1271aps was topped-up to 144 with
credits, a gross score matched by the
Mostly Rusty Two Seaters Toyota MR2
MK1s of Gareth Baxter, Neil Stratton,
Adam Lockwood and Dave Hemingway,
whoreceived 30 bonuses, with Area
Motorsport third.

Smith (1) battles for
lead with Burrows

TypeR)to win by more than 40s.
Abroken clutch on Alan Greenhalgh’s
Ford Falcon after claiming Pre 66 pole
left Barry Sime (Mini) to a comfortable
win on Saturday. Paul Inch (Mini)
and Michael Sheraton (Ford Anglia)
battled mightily for second despite
Inch grappling with clutch problems.
After overnight repairs, Inch mastered
the wet conditions to win on Sunday.
Dave Cockell’s Ford Escort broke an
auxiliary drive beltin Classic Thunder
qualifyingleaving him 12th on the grid,

L,
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WINNERS

Intermarque
Race 1&?2: Lewis Smith
(Vauxhall Tigra)

(Morris Mini Cooper S)
Race 2: Paul Inch
(Mini Cooper)

Historic Thunder/Blue
Oval Saloons

Race 1&2: Dave Cockell
(Ford Escort Cosworth)

Tin Tops

Race 1: Rod Birley
(Vauxhall Astra VXR)
Race 2: Bradley Lane
(Honda Civic Type R)
Pre ’83 Touring Cars
Race 1: David Howard
(Jaguar XJ12)

Race 2: Stephen Primett
(Ford Escort Mk1)

Monoposto Tiedeman
Trophy

Race 1&2: Zachary
Anderton (Jedi Mk6)

Pre '93/Pre ’03/Pre '05
Touring Cars

Race 1: Ray West (BMW M3)
Race 2: Alexander Owen
(Honda Civic Type-R)

Modified Saloon

Race 1: Rod Birley
(Ford Escort WRC)
Race 2: Andy Thompson
(Seat Toledo)

Pre ’66 Touring Cars
Race 1: Barry Sime

Max5 Championship
Race 1&2: Paul Roddison

but he chargedinto thelead before half
distance. Balginder Sidhu (BMW Mb6),
Andrew Wilson (Holden Monaro)
and Adam Hatfield (Toyota Avensis)
finished next, but Lee Gillard’s Subaru
had hotly contested second when he
tangled with abackmarker and crashed
opposite the pits. Cockell won again on
Sunday, but only justfrom aclosing
IIsa Cox (SEAT Leon).

Highlight of thefirst day’s action was
afive-way contest for Pre ’83 honours.
David Howard’s getaway from fourth on

the grid took him into animmediate
leadinhis Jaguar XJ12, which he
defended for 16laps against Mark
Osborne’s more nimble but outpowered
Triumph Dolomite, Stephen Primett’s
Escort, Tom Burgess’s Fiestaand
Stephen Cripps’s Escort. Sunday’s
encounter was disappointingas Howard
couldn’t get the start he needed to bottle
uptheothersonastill slippery surface.

Howard chased Mark Cholerton’s
Escortforthird, and Primett passed
Burgess to secure the win.
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Eleven-race schedule for
refreshed World RX line-up

An11-round schedule will make up the World
Rallycross Championshipin 2019, one event
lessthaninrecent seasons.

Havingbeen inthe seriessinceitsinception,
the Portuguese round at Montalegre has been
dropped, with the year startingata flyaway
round for thefirsttime, at AbuDhabi’s Yas
Marina Circuit on the first weekend in April.

The calendar maintains a similarlook to
recent seasons, with Barcelona holdinground
two three weeks after the season opener, and
Spareplacing Mettet as the Belgianround
in May. The British eventis at Silverstone
on May Bank Holiday weekend.

The Swedish, Canadian and French
rounds maintain traditional slots on the first
weekends of July, August and September
respectively, after a stop-offin Norway. The
Swedish at Holjes hasbeen announced as
remainingon the series’ schedule until atleast
2023 in afive-year deal. The year will conclude
with the Latvian round in September before
the second eventin Austin two weekslater
and thefinalroundin Cape Town at the end
of November.

The European Championship willhavea
standaloneround, at the Esteringin Germany
which won’thostaround of World RX for
thefirsttime, Euro RX alsojoining World RX
infiverounds, includingat Silverstone as
revealed by Motorsport Newsin September.

CALENDAR

2019 World RX Calendar
DATE TRACK
Apil 5/6 Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi
April27/28 | Barcelona, Barcelona
May 11/12 | Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium
May 25/26 | Silverstone, Great Britain
June15/16 | Hell, Norway
July6/7 Holjes, Sweden
Aug17/18 | Buxehude, Germany (Euro RX only)
Aug 3/4 Trois-Rivieres, Canada
Aug 31/Sept 1| Loheac, France
Spet14/15 | Riga, Latvia
Sept 28/29 | Austin, USA

Nov 30/Dec 1! Cape Town, South Africa

Photos Trevor Coulsen Hal Rldge Colin Casserley
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O’Donovan(l),

Godirey (r)
and Higgins
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By HalRidge

rounds are dropped, but the Silverstone
scoreshavetocounttothefinal tally.

With three winstohisnamein 2018
sofar, first or second will be good
enough for O’Donovanto claim his
second crown, butifheis third with
Godfrey, whoalsohasatrioofvictories
or Higgins, who hastwice been on
the top step, taking victory, either
challenger could take thetitle.

“It’s very close but we can’t get too
wrapped up thinking about the points
situation before the semi-finals,” said
O’Donovan. “I'mjust goingtogothere

anddothebestIcan,then seehow
thingsarelooking.I wouldlovetowina
second titleand that’s what we’ve been
workingreally hard towards this year,
that’s why we focused on this instead of
goingto Europe. But, thisisrallycross,
you can’ttake anythingfor granted.”
Anumber ofdrivers could also mix
uptheorder with strongresults at
Silverstone, including returning 2016
champion Dan Rooke, driving for
O’Donovan’steam, World RX driver
Oliver Bennett, and Belgian GT racer,
Enzolde,makinghisrallycrossdebut.

“It’sbeen aninterestingfirst seasonin
rallycross and now it all comes down
toSilverstone,” said Albatec Racing
driver Higgins. “Theteam hasgiven me
agreatcarandit’sashamethatweare
notinastronger position goinginto the
final round after someinterestingluck
andon-trackincidents. It’s still very
possible to win the championship
and anything can happen.

“Ihope we canhaveafair, clean
race, and with such a strongentry
itwill be very interestingto see the
outcome of thefinal points.”

Three drivers enter the final round of
the British Rallycross Championship
at Silverstone this weekend
separated by just five points.

The 2007 champion Ollie O’Donovan
leads by four points from five-time
champion Julian Godfrey, with
three-time British Rally champion
Mark Higginsjust a point adrift.

Fourteen Supercarsare entered
forthe seasonfinale. The two worst
scoresfrom each drivers’ firsteight
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OlshergsMSE team to take a sabhbatical from World RX while it looks for partner for an electric return

The OlsbergsMSE World Rallycross

team will take a sabbatical from

the series next season to focus on

its customer programmes while

working on a deal to compete in the

planned electric switch from 2021.
The 2014 World RX teams’

champion is yet to qualify for the

finalin 2018 with drivers Kevin
Eriksson and Robin Larsson. Team
boss Andreas Eriksson has cited the
cost of development as another factor
why his privately-run team will take
abreak from the World RX next year.
“We have to do this for the
company’s longer-term future as the

BRISCA K1

cost to operate at a competitive level
today in World RX is too high for us,”
hesaid. “Our belief is that with
sensible changes to the technical
regulations, most of the current
Supercars have along future and this
discipline can continuetogrowina
healthy way —as can our company.”

OMSE is working on plans to align
with amanufacturer to competein
World RX’s planned electric switch.

Erikssonsaid: “We are looking
forward to the arrival of electric
rallycross in 2021, and as such
will put our efforts next year into
securing a manufacturer partner.”

» » Ly A
° \' s Wl

Constantine lands
his biggest prize
BTRDA Rallycross: Croft
By Hal Ridge

Organiser: BTRDA When: October 28 Where: Croft
Starters: 72

Inhismaiden season of
motorsport, 14-year-old

Luke Constantine completed
anunbeatenruninthe

BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championshipjunior category at
the Croft season finale and became
the youngest winner ofthe BTRDA
Gold Starrallycrosstitle.

Ahead ofthefinale, Constantine
wasfar fromassured of the overall
crown. Former MSA Super
National champion Tony Lynch,
racinginthe Super Modified
category,had wononsixoccasions.
However, that was pendingan
appeal from the previousround
atBlytonafortnightearlier. If
the Blytonresulthad stood (where
Lynchhasbeen declared the
winner)and Lynch won thelast
round, he would have beaten more
competitorsthan Constantine
overthecourseofthe year. With
eachdrivers’two worse scores
dropped, Lynch would have lifted
the overall crown.

But,inan appeal hearing at Croft,
the Blyton win wasreturned to
on-track victor Patrick Ryan,
meaningthat even though Lynch
passed Mike Dresser in the Super
Modified final tofinish astop
registered pointsscorerinthe
lastrace ofthe year, he missed
outonthebigtrophy.

Dresserhad beaten Lynch to

Luke Constantine claimed the BTRDA Gold Star at Croft

Turnlinthefinal andfollowed
the similar Lotus Exige of eventual
winner Dave Bellerby for the
openinglap. Bellerby took the
advantageasLynchheaded Ryan,
to complete the podium. That gave
Lynch the Super Modified title.
Luke Constantine fended off
older brother Tomto seal his
ninth Junior win as Tom secured
the Juniortitle with second.
Their cousin James Constantine
finished alonely third.
Inpreparationforthefinal
round of the British Rallycross
Championshipthis weekend at
Silverstone, Ollie O’'Donovan, the
British RX pointsleader, used the
Clubmansfinale asapre-event test
and dominated to claim victory.
O’Donovanled the Clubman 4x4
(Supercar)final throughout, while
returning Supercar racers Tommy
Graham and Derrick Jobb battled
over second, Graham prevailing.
Dan Beattie claimed another
Production 4x4final victoryin
his SubaruImprezafrom Swift
Sportracer Dominic Flitney.

Citroen Saxodriver Dale Fordled
Luke Mason inaclose Production
category encounterinthefinalto
claimvictory, with Andrew Smith
completing the podium. Fourth
was enough for Irishman Keith
Kershaawetowin the classtitle.

Inthe Classics, pole starter
Shaun Buckley made apoor start
as Darren Grimston seized the
advantageto claim victory athis
home circuitahead of Martin Peel.
Results
Clubman 4x4: 1 Ollie 0’'Donovan (Ford Fiesta); 2
Tommy Graham (Ford Fiesta) +15.328s; 3 Derrick
Jobb (Ford Focus); 4 Mike Manning (Ford Fiesta.
Super Modified: 1 Dave Bellerby (Lotus Exige);

2 Tony Lynch (Ford Ka) +1.405s; 3 Patrick Ryan
(Vauxhall Nova); 4 Slawomir Woloch (BMW M3.
Production: 1 Dale Ford (Citroen Saxo); 2 Luke
Mason (Peugeot 106) +1.773s; 3 Andrew Smith
(Renault Clio); 4 Keith Kershawwe (Peugeot 106.
Production 4x4: 1 Dan Beattie (Subaru Impreza);
2 Dale Ford (Citroen Saxo) +2.987s; 3 Paul Davis
(Subaru Impreza); 4 James Lyon (Nissan Pulsar).
Classic: 1 Darren Grimston (Vauxhall Nova);

2 Martin Peel (Peugeot 205) +4.804s; 3 David
Ewin (Ford Fiesta); 4 Ryan Taylor (BMW E30).
Junior: 1 Luke Constantine (Suzuki Swift);

2 Tom Constantine (Suzuki Swift) +0.389s;

3 James Constantine (Suzuki Swift); 4 Patrick
0'Donovan (Suzuki Swift).

Tough going for

Shoot Out hattlers

BriSCA F1: Birmingham
and Northampton

By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Speedworth Incarace When: October
27/28 Where: Birmingham Wheels and

Northampton International Raceway Starters: 56/317.

Birmingham Wheels played
hosttothelast Tarmacround
ofthe National Series Shoot
Outon Saturdaynightand
Dan Johnsonrounded out
his season with a consolation
andfinal double.

Thatleft him thinking what
mighthavebeenifhisshale
carhadnotdeveloped engine
problems that prevented him
attendingthe shalerounds of
the contest.

On Sunday at Northampton,
Will Hunter chalked up aheat
and final double. Hunter also
missed somerounds of
the Shoot Out due tofamily
commitments and, even with
the points from Northampton,
heistoofar behind the series
leaderstomake animpact.

AtBirmingham, George
Elwell, thefinal winner atthe
previous Tarround at
Skegness, grabbed the early
lead with Joe Nickollsin aclose
second place. Furtherback,
Johnson brokefree ofafierce
battleamongthe Shoot Out
driversand began to close on
theraceleader. Elwell suffered
apuncture onhis outside front
tyrejust after the halfway

Will Hunter was on top in Northampton’s Shoot Out round

point, which allowed Johnson
totake control oftherace.
Nickolls came under pressure
for second from Lee Fairhurst
inthe closingstages but held
onfortherunner’sup spot.

AtNorthampton, Hunter
dominated hisheatand was
soon at the frontinthefinal.
Hesaid: “Towin heat andfinal
wasadream atthestartofthe
season.lhavetothank my
family and crew who have
madeitpossible, I could not
have doneit without them.”

It was amixed weekend for
the Shoot Outleaders. Stuart
Smith Jrchalked upawin
inthe Grand National on
Saturday night but suffered
heavy damageinaheat
race crashon Sunday.

The team were able to
patch the car together for the
consolation andfinal buthe
failed toscorein the Grand

National. Second-in-the-charts

Frankie Wainman Jr suffered

damageinhisheatrace
onSunday but was able
torepair his cartorecorda
wininthe Grand National.

Attheend ofthe meeting,
Smith and Wainman are
tied on points at the top of
the points table.

Mat Newson took advantage
and a solid points scoring
weekend to move into third
placein the standings and
isjustthree points off the
top spot.

The Shoot Out series
continues at Stoke on
Saturday with the final
round the following week
at Belle Vue in Manchester.

Results

Birmingham

1 Dan Johnson; 2 Joe Nickolls; 3 Lee Fairhurst;
4 Karl Hawkins; 5 Frankie Wainman Jr;

6 Martin Spiers; 7 Mat Newson; 8 Stuart
Smith Jr; 9 Will Hunter; 10 Danny Wainman.
Northampton

1 Hunter; 2 Newson; 3 F Wainman Jr;

4 Jake Harrhy; 5 Smith Jr; 6 Paul Hines;

1 D Wainman; 8 Karl Roberts; 9 Frankie
Wainman Junior Jr; 10 Steve Malkin.
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Lewis finally underlines his position

The Mercedes-Benz man has landed his fifth crown at last, and isn’t slowing down

OK, so a fourth place finish in the Mexican Grand Prix was not really the way that Lewis Hamilton would have wanted to land his fifth world
championship title, but that didn’t really seem to matter. He had finally met his date with destiny — and his joy was unbounded.

Even Sebastian Vettel acknowledged that Lewis’s performance this year had been on another planet, and he encouraged his principal rival to maintain his
level of competitiveness so that the two could enjoy another fight next season. Given the comparative performances of the two drivers across the campaign
which is now coming to an end, that is highly fanciful from the Ferrari driver. If the drivers perform at their same level next season, then Hamilton is likely to
continue to outstrip the German.

There is talk of Michael Schumacher’s seven titles record becoming large in Hamilton’s focus, and he has signed a two-year deal to remain with Mercedes-
Benz. What once seemed impossible is becoming more and more real, and that is a testament to the new world champion’s abilities.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @Matt]JMNews)
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MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters
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Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

EWS

Classified =t
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Telephone: 0203 4058 109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

Lineage:

Private seller

25% off when you book for 4 weeks

Brand New Private Seller Rates

25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)

25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)

Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert

£50 (£60 inc vat)

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 4058 110 ox

email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)

Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

Offer

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,

TW9 1AG

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.

Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertisers name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for
publication or not.

Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.
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PHONE: 01

: INSURANCE
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@ & ASSOCIATES

INSURANCE REDEERS

POLICIES FOR
v COMPETITION CARS

v RALLY & RACE CARS
v SERVICE VEHICLES

61 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

MOTORSPORT
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jineering Plastics Lid

Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds

= rhotach:

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

Call or buy online!
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK

01509 4 3

Roce ExPhaust=
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

E] Follow Us E Like Us

twitter.com/SimpsanExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts
01753532222 |/ Simpson Exhausts

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

+ Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

» Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

+ 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

01904 703 863,

ra \
(Alloywheelrepairs.com |

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR NEW
PRODUCTS AND
SERVICES IN
OUR NEXT ISSUE
CALL

0203
405 8109

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

MITSUBISHI

Grp N, R4,
B13 / Open Class

Tel 01524 761398

Large amount of
parts held in stock
ready for immediate
despatch View our
online catalogue at

waynesis@aol.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk
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MARKETPLACE

PP THE UK'S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

B

1
R

TESEOKE TANK SERUIGE”

WE CAN MAUFACTUF!E ONSITE ANY SH"'APE
SIZEISICEAPACITY OF TANK YOU NEED! S, l

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 150 GALLON  FU UM 14 GALL FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[HE610mm x WE10mm x L1 52'51'[!11] = e mm] [H250mm x W300mm x L600mm)]

N S

PROJECT = | pnoJECT | L

AMB-FT015¢ __CMB-FTO14

CUSTOM ' . CUSTOM i CUSTOM
1 X OFF CENTER FILLER ; 1 X FAR SIDE FlLLEﬁ = INLET, 6MM OUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED)] +FORK LIFT BRACKETS [anmm] __: — 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALLON . FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 ﬂll-l.ﬂﬂ
[H250mm x W300mm ; [H300mm x W300mm
. ¥ L900mm]

CMB-FT015

- CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CUSTOM
MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
FILLER NECK +STRAPS [B.AFFLED] CUMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BhFFLED]

1957 SERIES 2 FWB

Large spares package
Currently renewing HTPs
Road registered with original number

AutoClassics launches —_ Mycarfor 15 years

auto bCl 3SS1CS LOTUS ELEVEN FOR SALE
s

digital UK storage locator

for classic o|

Check out the professional op’riﬂons at
www.autoclassics.com/storage-companies

Those with serious interest please email
japdilman@gmail.com
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GARAGE
CONTENTS

FOR SALE | =i/

Torpema, Cbmpreésor

AEMEENAEAAPPAASRNE A
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Storage Unit Kamasa Tools y Bench Grinder socket Set

VR Paatemn | paulholland2562@aol.com

Sparco Helmet Kennedy Jack MeasuPement System

o CAGED LASER ENGINEERING

Automotive Engineering & Fabrication Specialists
Bespoke & Standard Roll Cages

ROLL CAGE CHASSIS
FABRICATION FABRICATION

POWDER COATING MACHINING

Unit 12

Ash Farm

Business Park ;

Holcombe i, ] SHEET METALWORK  CNC FOLDING
Radstock ' *

BA3 5EX

+44 (0) 1761 239133
info@cagedlaser.co.uk
www.cagedlaser.co.uk

LASER CUTTING DESIGN
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spoil a great car

Bright LED P — : . ~ ..
dashboard ' | v -
lighting bulbs '

. {_')-’ﬁ

High power LE
stop & tail light
bulbs

e
.

-

We have
been upgrading
car lighting

for 40 years. Bright sharp LED
Our advice is O e flasher upgrades
free. R = plus headlights

. We design unique products to make your classic %™
(5% car better, brighter and safer. Pound for pound,
%% nothing else makes more difference.

01789 576109

www.bettercarlighting.co.uk enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk

ING THE STANDARD IN MO
NORKSHOP DESIGN & STO

Ak frdm

's nbie cabinets to a total
design, layout and installation
service, including project
management, consultation,
technical advice and no
obligation site surveys.

-~ Race bays
~ Machine shops
.~ Stand-alone workstations

J{L B 'ar 5 n
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- [RarGs,) Opares @ Lallky Equm
a y e“q Tel: 0'227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888
B8 23 www.rallydesign.co.vk Bl By
NEW Massive 2019 Full colour Rally Design Motorsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE!

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ
See RALLY DESIGN on STANDS 3752 & 3754 o, R 2018 2019
| Come and collect e 4 ' Nt W PRODUCTS

*"f'AUTDEPDRT your FREE copy of
our aﬂ new 20]’ 9

| THE RACING | Rally Design
| CAR SHOW e i

NEC BIRMINGHAM 10-13 JANUARY 2019 ¥

: ¥in f .'
BUIMI ML {
RN

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 - L|.!.ri||rw. _r;ilj(design.cp.uk UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PH’, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, ——
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Sy

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

RACE 6
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PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S021 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS
WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND
Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@siltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851
www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited ¢ 14 Great Central Way ¢ Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ

Telephone:

01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSEGE~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GP8 Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the bast package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

G{xﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
pB Motorsport

GEARBOXES

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

— phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

&.  MARDIGRAS

i\ R MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, enging
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E:shd com T:+44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

RACEWEAR

e e

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACEWEAR

s

www.demon-tweeks.com

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

o idery
rint
®Quick Turnaround

@ Min Order Only 4
® No Logo Set Up Fees

www.logomeup.co.u

1o

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit groupbmotorspori.com
. — Northampton
) Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

| Part )¢}

Performance and Tuning Parts
Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

=
B

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimey e highe Iite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

T: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com
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Frp_
" o
= % - i =
= Y B r ’

Transmissions

visit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made ——
FiA Fuel Cells. W@@/ﬂ@
Short lead times. e
GGl 25
01527 521050 “*ff’ f...i_._-_.(___@,}

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

e 3
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




