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F2H-1 Banshee (BuNo 122450) at the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, Langley, Virginia (USA), 9 March 1951. The F2H-1 would probably have had a longer NACA Langley career,
however, it was written off in a landing accident on 12 July 1951 (NASA)
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Ba n O A Detailed Look at McDonnell’s F2H Banshee
by Bert Kinzey, illustrations by Rock Roszak

This article covers the prototypes through the F2H-2 variants and sub-variants of the aircraft. The F2H-3 and F2H-4 versions will be covered at a later date.

he end of World War |l brought with it
massive cutbacks and outright cancella-
tions of contracts for military equipment
of all types. There was a fight for sur-
vival, and even large, well-established defence
contractors found themselves involved in
mergers or even going out of business. McDon-
nell Aircraft Corporation, which had been a
sub-contractor during the war, would seem to
be one of many companies that had a bleak
future when the war ended, but a seed had
been planted that would ensure McDonnell
Aircraft would not only survive in the postwar
era, but would make its mark in military avia-
tion history.

In January 1943, the US Navy had asked
McDonnell to design a jet powered fighter capa-
ble of operating from aircraft carriers. This led
to the design of the XFD-1 (later XFH-1) which
would make its first flight on January 26, 1945,
while the war still raged in Europe and in the
Pacific. Two months later, McDonnell had a con-
tract to produce the FH-1 Phantom. This aircraft
became the US Navy's first fighter powered
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only by turbojet engines, and it was the first all- bt - A= -
jet aircraft to launch from and recover aboard Navy McDonnell F2H Banshee fighters over Korea on 5 January 1953. The aircraft in front is a F2H-2P reconnaissance aircraft
an aircraft carrier. It also became the first jet from photographic squadron V(-61. The other is an F2H-2 fighter from fighter squadron VF-11 Red Rippers. Both squadrons
fighter to become operational in squadrons with  were assigned to Carrier Air Group 14 ((VG-14) aboard the airaraft carrier USS Kearsarge during the deployment to Korea from
the US Navy and Marine Corps, but the Navy 11 Aug 1952 to 17 Mar 1953 (US Navy)
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A F2H-2 Banshee (BuNo. 125663) of fighter squadron VF-11 Red Rippers
over Wonsan (Korea) on 20 October 1952. VF-11 was assigned to Carrier
Air Group 101 (CVG-101) aboard the aircraft carrier USS Kearsarge
during the deployment to Korea from 11 Aug 1952 to 17 Mar 1953

A McDonnell F2H-2P Banshee of Photo
Squadron V(-62 climbs into the skies over
Naval Air Station Jacksonville (US Navy)

Two F2H-2s of fighter squadron VF-172 Blue Bolts returning to the
aircraft carrier USS Essex during a deployment from 26 Jun 1951 to 25
Mar 1952 to the Western Padific and the War in Korea. VF-172 was
assigned to Carrier Air Group Five (CVG-5). All other aircraft of (VG-5 had
the tail code S during that deployment, but VF-172 tail code was R
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A McDonnell F2H-2 Banshee fighter (BuNo 124974) from fighter squadron VF-172 Night Owls, being brought up to the flight deck aboard USS Essex on 25 August 1951. The Essex was deployed to
Korea from 26 June 1951 to 25 March 1952. Note the names of the plane’s pilot (Lt. Dauphin) and the plane captain (Carter A03) painted below the cockpit (AFAN T.G. Donegan)
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US Marine Corps McDonnell F2H-2P Banshee photographic aircraft (BuNo 128881) used by Marine photographic squadron VMJ-1, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, after photographing enemy
installations around the Yalu River in Korea on 15 May 1953 (National Archives)
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USS Franklin D. Roosevelt pictured at anchor in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 22 March 1950. On deck are various aircraft of Carrier Air
Group 17 (CVG-17), induding McDonnell F2H-2 Banshee and Vought F4U-5 Corsair fighters, Douglas AD-4 Skyraiders and two
Sikorsky HO3S helicopters (National Museum of Naval Aviation)

realized that the Phantom was only a first step, signed its letter designators for aircraft manufac-
and would at best be an interim aircraft leading turers.

to a jet fighter that was truly capable of combat Under the direction of Herman D. Barkley
operations. Just over a month after the XFD-1 and Al Utsch, design moved ahead quickly on
made its maiden flight, McDonnell received the new fighter, but it was apparent that simply

another contract to develop three prototypes of enlarging the Phantom’s airframe was not going
a larger and more powerful version of the Phan- to be sufficient. While the layout of the aircraft
tom originally designated the XF2D-1. This was remained basically the same, the wings, fuse-
later changed to XF2H-1 when the Navy reas- lage, and tail were all redesigned as they were
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A F2H-2P Banshee of photo reconnaissance squadron VFP-62
in 1957. The detachment was stationed as part of Carrier Air
Group Seventeen (CVG-17) aboard the aircraft carrier USS
Franklin D. Roosevelt during that carrier’s deployment to the
Mediterranean Sea between 11 Jul 1957 and 05 Mar 1958

(Dave Olson, USN)
Maximum Speed 575 mph at sea level
Max Speed at Altitude 532 mph at 35,000 feet
Cruising Speed 501 mph
Service Ceiling 48,800 feet
Range 1,200 miles
Combat Radius 620 miles
Fuel Capacity 1,277 gallons w/ tip tanks
Span 44 ft 10in
Length 40ft2in
Height 14ft2in
Empty Weight 11,146 pounds
Gross Weight 17,200 pounds

enlarged. The two Westinghouse J34-WE-22
powerplants, each capable of producing 3,000
pounds of thrust, were almost twice as powerful
as the J30-WE-20s used in the Phantom, which
could deliver only 1,600 pounds of thrust. The
Phantom'’s four .50-calibre machine guns were
replaced by four M3 20-mm cannon, each sup-
plied with 150 rounds of ammunition.

Other design features included a kneeling

Two of the prototypes show how the Banshee was originally designed to have the nose of the aircraft tuck under the tail of another to save room on aircraft carrier flight decks and in hangar
bays. This idea was also tried on Vought’s XF6U-1 Pirate and North American’s FJ-1 Fury. This feature was later eliminated from Banshee production when it proved to be impractical. Also note
that the aircraft in the background has the original tail design with the dihedral for the horizontal tail, while the aircraft in front has the later design without the dihedral, yet they both have

the larger fairing between the vertical tail and the spine. (McDonnell photo via the National Archives)
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The second XF2D-1 (later XF2H-1) is illustrated in its original configuration with the
dihedral in the horizontal tail, and the larger fairing between the vertical tail and

the spine of the fuselage
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The F2H-1 was only flown by two active duty Navy squadrons, VF-171 and VF-172, which were assigned
to Air Group 17 based at NAS Cedil Field, Florida. BuNo. 122558 was assigned to VF-171, Flying their F2H-

1s, this squadron made a deployment aboard USS Franklin D. Roosevelt
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This well worn F2H-2 was assigned to Marine fighter squadron VMF-122 at MCAS
Beaufort, South Carolina. The squadron was part of the 2nd Marine Air Wing
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Flying with VF-11, this Navy F2H-2 operated from USS Kearsarge during the Korean
War. Numerous mission markings were painted on the fuselage of the aircraft
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Some of the more colorful Banshees were those used for training late in the aircraft’s operational life.
These were usually painted in the Light Gull Gray over white scheme and often sported high visibility

markings as is the case with this Marine F2H-2 assigned to MCAS El Toro, California.

02010 Rock Roszak
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This F2H-2B was assigned to test squadron VX-5. The twenty-seven F2H-2Bs were
modified to carry tactical nudear weapons, or a heavier load of conventional

stores. A black and white photograph of this aircraft appears in this artide
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The fourteen F2H-2N night fighters had a longer nose than standard F2H-2 fighters. It housed an AN/APS-19A radar
to allow intercepts at night and in all-weather conditions. Most of the fourteen F2H-2Ns were assigned to V(-4,

and this composite squadron provided detachments to deployed carriers to give the air group an all-weather
intercept capability. This particular F2H-2N is known to have operated from USS Essex
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F2H-2P, BuNo. 128865, was assigned to V(-62. Photo recon Banshees were assigned to composite

squadrons V(-61 and V(-62 in the Navy and Marine squadrons, VMJ-1 and VMJ-2. Later in the aircraft’s P L
service life, some F2H-2Ps were assigned to Utility Squadron One (VU-1) -
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VMJ-1 was one of two Marine photo Banshee squadrons. They saw extensive use in
Korea, flying from Pohang Airfield. VMJ-2 was the other Marine squadron to fly
F2H-2Ps, and their tail code was MT
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F2H-2P, BuNo. 126683, is shown late in its service life in the markings of VU-1. It is painted in the Light
Gull Gray over white scheme, which began to replace the overall blue scheme in the late 1950s

02010 Rock Roszak
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The second XF2D-1 (later XF2H-1) is shown in flight with the original horizontal tail design that induded the dihedral, a feature originally carried forward from the FH-1 Phantom, but soon

eliminated. The size of the fairing between the vertical tail and the spine of the fuselage would later be decreased. Also note that the prototypes had boarding steps on the right side of the
forward fuselage as indicated by the white stripes between the spring-loaded doors covering the steps. Production aircraft had the boarding steps only on the left side of the fuselage

(McDonnell photo via the National Archives)
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The first production F2H-1 was evaluated at Naval Air Test
Center at Patuxent River, Maryland. Note the lack of silver on
the leading edges of the wings and tail. This would become
standard on the F2H-2, as well as other US Navy fighters of
that era. (National Museum of Naval Aviation)

McDonnell’s FH-1 Phantom was the first all-jet powered
aircraft to launch and recover aboard an aircraft carrier, and
the first to enter operational service with the US Navy and
Marine Corps. However, relatively few were produced, and the
Phantom was only used in front iine service for less than two
years. The F2H Banshee was a larger and more powerful
aircraft, but it was a direct development of the FH-1 and
shared many of its design features. (National Museum of
Naval Aviation)




