


The first race is usually when we find out who’s fast and who’s 
not, but after a surprising qualifying session yesterday, hard 
facts will be as slippery as cars without traction control. And 
with Alonso starting 11th, Webber 15th and Raikkonen 16th, 
there’ll probably be a few more surprises by the end of the day.
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AT&T Williams technical 
director and resident 

Australian Sam Michael.
Not accustomed to losing, Lewis Hamilton 
has been shocked by his team-mate’s 
tennis skills. Heikki has been destroying 
him on the court, so the Englishman plans 
to call on a famous friend to help improve 
his game. At the recent Laureus World 
Sports Awards in St Petersburg, Roger 
Federer tapped Lewis on the shoulder 
and offered his services, in exchange for a 
family photo. “I was stunned. Roger said 
his mum wanted a picture of us together,” 
said Hamilton. “He was a really nice guy. 
I asked him if he could drive. We agreed 
that I would help improve his driving and 
he’d help me with my tennis. That’s what 
I say to all the tennis players.” 

Bridgestone is considering introducing 
glow-in-the-dark tyres for Singapore’s 
night race. They’re looking into a range 
of ideas, but the final design will probably 
include sidewalls and grooves coated in 
florescent paint. This will create a silver 
glow, which will help drivers to see the 
cars and TV viewers to identify the tyre 
compounds. It’s a concept that’s already 
been used at Le Mans and a Bridgestone 
spokesman told us an F1 version would 
be straightforward: “It doesn’t require 
advance testing. We’ll have to run it past 
the FIA of course, but we have quite a lot 
of freedom. It would look really cool, so 
it’s something we’re looking into.”

If you ask for Rob in the Melbourne 
paddock, everyone knows who you’re 
talking about. Rob – no-one knows his 
surname – buys food for all the teams 
and he reckons Williams are unique 
because there are no vegetarians on the 
race team. “It’s amazing,” he told the 
Williams kitchen, “you guys like your 
pound of flesh, don’t you?” 

It may sound like a discount supermarket, 
but could Super Price be the new name 
for Super Aguri? The team isn’t giving 
much away but, with Magma and Aguri 
Suzuki reportedly having signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding, there’s 
much speculation about who will head 
up the team. It appears that former Ford 
of Europe chief Martin Leach will leave 
day-to-day responsibility to someone 
else, and one name being strongly linked 
is that of former Sauber COO Jost Capito. 
But we’ll wager another name is also in 
the frame. DPR GP2 team boss Dave 
Price has been spotted in private 
meetings with Nick Fry, and has been 
enjoying Super Aguri’s hospitality. 

All GP ticket holders can attend tonight’s 
Kiss concert, and that includes paddock 
pass holders. The concert will kick off 
immediately after the race at around 
6pm. If you want to be close to the stage 
in the special ‘Kiss Pole Position’ area, 

you need to visit www.ticketek.com.au 
and pay A$50. If you’re too busy packing 
up the garage, filing copy or lying in a 
darkened room covered in after-sun, 
you can always see Kiss at the Download 
festival at Donington Park in the UK, 
June 13-15, courtesy of The Red Bulletin 
and event promoter Live Nation. There’s 
no GP then, we checked. We have two 
VIP tickets to give away. Just answer this 
simple question: Kiss recorded a version 
of God Gave Rock ’n’ Roll To You in 1991 
for the film Bill & Ted’s Bogus Journey, 
but who recorded the original version? 
Email secret.service@theredbulletin.com 
before Friday, March 21. 

The deadline to enter Bridgestone’s 2008 
e-reporter competition for up-and-coming 
journalists is March 31. Eight finalists  
will be selected to each attend a European 
GP weekend to report on GP2 for 
Bridgestone’s website. The panel of 

judges this year includes Sky Sport’s 
Tony Jardine, Daily Telegraph reporter 
Kevin Garside and The Red Bulletin’s 
own Adam Hay-Nicholls. Students 
wishing to enter the competition should 
visit www.bridgestone.eu/e-reporter  
to register their details and submit an 
entry. All students across Europe aged 
18-30 and in full time education, on any 
educational course, have the chance to 
participate in this journalistic contest  
to help launch their career.

Fancy a replica of the Red Bull F1 car 
that David Coulthard drove in last year’s 
British GP? The Wings for Life charity is 
selling one on eBay, along with 54 other 
items of sporting memorabilia. The 
auction runs from March 13-30. To bid, 
visit www.wingsforlife.com/ebay. Bids for 
the replica F1 car will close on March 23, 
and at the time of going to press bidding 
for it had topped 131,000 euros.

 Nakajima, Piquet, Rosberg…  
F1 may seem like a family business, 
but nepotism is rife elsewhere, too.
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o many parties, so little time is the usual 
theme of the Melbourne weekend but, 
given who pays my wages, I turned down 

invitations to a Mumm champagne party, a Tag 
Heuer bash and the Grand Prix Ball to focus on 
the Red Bull event in “Shed 4”.  This wasn’t a dull 
evening of canapés, cocktails and jazz. Instead, 
the block-rocking beats were provided by a man 
called Common, who, in the tradition of rappers 
– Sugar Puff Daddy, Puff Doddy, P Diddy, Fiddy 
Cent – had inevitably shortened his name from 
Common Sense, or was it Stands To Reason? 
The crowd seemed to like it and there was plenty 
of shouting and high-fives going on. However, 
I’m English – I don’t do high-fives, I do high tea. 

Once Common left the stage, we were treated 
to a circus-style show but, unlike the circuses I 
remember as a child, with lion tamers, clowns 
and trapeze artists, the main attraction appeared 
to be a muscular woman wearing sunglasses and 
little else, who proceeded to pole dance, leaving 
the Aussie males with a dilemma: should they 
look at the semi-naked girl or the waitress 
circulating with slices of pizza? 

As her perfectly toned bottom (how I 
hate girls under 25!) swung into view yet 
again, it reminded me about a fantastic 
new Aussie invention. Cruising an outlet 
mall in Torquay, I chanced 
across the ultimate flip-flop 
sandal with a hollow heel 
designed to contain vodka. 
OK, it tasted a bit rubbery, but 
nothing a drop of Red Bull 
couldn’t cure. What’s this got to 
do with the pert-bottomed pole 
dancer? Well, what the rest of the 
English-speaking world refers to 
as a ‘flip-flop’ sandal is known as a 

‘thong’ in Australia – but in England you don’t 
wear a thong on the crack between your toes… 

Meanwhile, the French media are sharing  
a serviced apartment complex in St Kilda, but 
service is perhaps the last word they would  
use to describe their accommodation as they 
have fallen foul of the Nanny State syndrome 
rampant in this country. On Friday morning, one 
of them was woken by reception to be told the 
cleaning staff had smelled cigarette smoke in his 
room and had charged A$200 to his credit card. 
His explanation that he’d been having a cigarette 
on the balcony and the smoke must have drifted 
in was not considered good enough for a refund. 

Then, on Friday night, when three of them 
were having a French-style amicable discussion 
over steak, chips and four bottles of red wine, the 
reception  desk again rang to tell them to make 
less noise. Feeling rather stressed the next 
morning, another member of the group lit a 
cigarette at the tram stop and was immediately 
attacked by irate passengers in the queue. 

It seems that everyone in the paddock  
is having fun with the Honda crew and 
their lime green uniforms, complete with 
hot and sweaty white plastic lining in the 
trousers. However, the Toro Rosso boys 
and girls have reason to sympathise with 

the Honda mob as their own travel kit 
caused a stir in airports en route to 

Melbourne. The striped tops make 
them look like a cross between 

escaped criminals, the Santos 
football squad and a group of 
Venetian gondoliers on holiday. 
How would you like to walk through 
an airport with people shouting out, 
“Where’s your hat? You can’t bring 
that Gondola on my plane” etc.

Certainly not the French media.
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And it seems as if some of us 
have had a little too much sun.
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The 2008 F1 season got underway with 
Sébastien Bourdais leading off with  
a tidy, if unspectacular, 1:30.250. The 
highly experienced rookie then went 
three seconds faster, while Timo Glock 
used all of the tarmac and quite a lot  
of the grass to get the best out of the 
Toyota. Adrian Sutil, in a repeat of last 
year, had an early visit to the gravel  
– he would not be the last. 

Rosberg, Alonso and Webber notched 
up a series of laps within a hundredth  
of one another, suggesting the midfield  
will make compelling viewing this year  
– and then Heikki made all of that look 
unimportant, blowing those times  
away by over a second. McLaren were 
the first of the big teams to blink, with 
both drivers getting a fast lap in before 
returning to the shade of the garage, 
while Ferrari and BMW both left it late.  
In the dying seconds Button managed  
to drag himself clear of danger, leaving 
Super Aguri, Force India, Bourdais  
and Piquet down and out. 

The headlines were written before the 
session began. After a solid lap in S1, 
Raikkonen slowed, and coasted into the 
pitlane. Mechanics pushed the stricken 
Ferrari to the garage, instantly ending  
his challenge. While the ramifications  
of Kimi starting 16th were sinking in,  
a collective groan went around Albert 
Park as Webber went into the gravel, 
bringing out the red flags. The session 
restarted with eight minutes remaining, 
allowing everyone the opportunity to 
have two more runs on fresh tyres, which 
also provided crews with an unexpected 
opportunity to practise their pitstop 
techniques. The two Hondas were 
hanging onto top 10 spots, before being 
displaced by the Toyotas with seconds  
to go.  Alonso and Nakajima also failed 
to make the shoot-out.

New qualifying rules meant no queue at 
the end of the pitlane and cars going out 
in their own time. With Webber already 
back in the paddock doing interviews, 
Vettel was soon to join him, retiring the 
Toro Rosso after its out-lap, while Glock 
also appeared to be having problems.  
As we had fervently hoped, the new, 
shorter, final session was action-packed. 
While Massa didn’t seem to have the 
qualifying pace to challenge the two 
McLarens, the BMWs did. With seconds 
remaining, Kubica’s very committed, 
sometimes agricultural, lap of Albert 
Park put him on provisional pole, but 
behind him Hamilton was setting a 
perfect sequence of purple sectors, taking 
pole by a tenth. “I could do better,” said  
a frighteningly composed Lewis.

Harder, better, faster, stronger 
– F1 2008 has arrived.
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After a stunning performance in qualifying 
yesterday, when he claimed seventh place on  
the grid, F1 debutant Michael Schumacher 
signed a long-term deal with the Jordan team. 
This guarantees him a 1992 race drive for a team 
which, in its debut season, is heading for an 
amazing fifth-place finish. It’s also much to the 
annoyance of Benetton boss Flavio Briatore 
who also tried to sign the young German star. 

It’s not looking good for Michael Schumacher 
this season. Following poor performances in 
winter testing with the new Yamaha engine, 
Schumacher failed to qualify for today’s South 
African GP. A disappointing start to 
Schumacher’s 1992 F1 campaign and it doesn’t  
look as if it will get any better… 

In a bid to improve his points-scoring chances in 
the second half of this season, Michael 
Schumacher has signed for Lotus, replacing 
Johnny Herbert. The deal, organised by 
Michael’s manager and former team boss Eddie 
Jordan and Lotus principal Peter Collins, will 
also give the Jordan team a much-needed 
financial boost. Jordan had originally tried to 
secure a place for Schumacher with one of the 
front-running teams, but with no seats available, 
Lotus was a good option. The team has a 
promising car in the 107 and is keen to move up 
the championship table. The move will see 
Schumacher partner his old F3 rival, Finnish 
rising star Mika Hakkinen. 

Michael Schumacher’s chances of scoring points 
this season have suffered a further setback. It 

appears he’s not fitting in well at Lotus, having 
come into the team mid-season, and can’t get 
used to the car. However, Schumacher’s arrival 
at the team seems to have had one benefit – 
team-mate Mika Hakkinen has become much 
more motivated and is putting in some 
extremely impressive race performances. 
Schumacher is now definitely the number two in 
the team and will play a supporting role to 
Hakkinen for the rest of the year.

Another poor performance in the Canadian 
Grand Prix has left Lotus driver Michael 
Schumacher considering retiring from Formula 
One for good. The complex suspension of the 
1993 car has caused problems in the first half of 
the season and as a result the team has been left 
at the back of the grid. Schumacher, who has not 
had the best track record in F1 despite early 
promise, has not received any offers from other 
teams, despite being ‘in talks’ with several team 
bosses, and his career seems to have stalled.

Beleaguered Formula One team Lotus look set 
to file for bankruptcy in the next few weeks. It 
also looks as if this will be the last season for the 
team’s lead driver, Michael Schumacher, who 
says he’s seriously considering an offer from 
Opel to drive in DTM next year.

Former Lotus star Michael Schumacher has 
opened his own karting track in Kerpen, 
Germany. Schumacher endured a troubled  
time in F1, never getting the chance to show his 
talent to the full, but the ex-Formula One racer  
is now aiming to propel the latest generation  
of German motorsport hopefuls to grid glory 
from his family-run karting centre. A
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Elisha Yarrington has been 
named the first Red Bull La 
Formula Una of the season.
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I was on the back of the grid, which was not all 
that surprising. Come race day it was extremely 
hot and fairly humid. There was a big crowd and 
terrific excitement. John Cooper was a lovely 
man, very professional, but the whole thing still 
seemed to be fun. He said: “Don’t break the 
transmission off the line,” and, yes, my start 
wasn’t particularly brilliant. At the end of the 
first lap I remember seeing a BRM in the ditch 
and the driver, Ron Flockhart, picking himself 
up. It was pretty dramatic stuff. 

After a few laps I saw Jack Brabham’s car 
parked. He’d had a ‘coming together’ with 
Horace Gould. He never explained why. I then 
began to notice that oil was leaking out of the 
filler cap at the front of my car and streaming 
back. Not wanting to blow up the engine, I 
wondered if I ought to come in to the pits. It was 
a difficult decision, as the oil pressure appeared 
to be OK. Eventually I did come in – foolishly,  
as it turned out. John Cooper said it wasn’t  

y first and last grand prix was at 
Rouen in July 1957. Because I had 
taken part in a sportscar race for 
Cooper at Rouen the previous year,  

I was given the opportunity to race in the French 
Grand Prix. At the time F1 was a 2500cc 
formula, but this was a very early attempt to get 
smaller engines onto the grid. Jack Brabham and 
myself were each entered with a Cooper-Climax. 
They were only 1500cc… or so I thought.

I have a vivid memory of practising. There 
was a fast downhill section just after the pits that 
swerved left and right, finishing up at a hairpin 
where the road surface turned to cobblestones.  
I was passed by a Maserati 250F driven by 
Fangio in shirtsleeves, and witnessed him going 
through this series of curves. It was something 
I’ll never forget. This man, with beautiful car 
control, was literally throwing the Maserati from 
one lock to the other. I realised that, whatever I 
did, I could never be anywhere near as capable. 

a problem; the car was just blowing off some 
excess oil. Jack Brabham was standing in the pits 
when I came in and he, of course, got in the car 
and proceeded to finish the race, ending up in 
seventh place. And that was it. A few weeks later 
I was doing my officer cadet training in the RAF. 

Not many years ago, Jack and I were talking 
about the race. Unbeknown to me, the capacity 
of his engine was not 1500cc but nearly 2 litres. It 
was one of the first that Coventry Climax 
stretched. When I mentioned this to Jack he said, 
“Perhaps that’s why you couldn’t keep up with 
me!” I had been a bit surprised at the way he 
disappeared. In the Formula 2 Prix de Paris at 
Montlhéry, where we were first and second a few 
weeks before, I’d been able to stay with him.

However, my experiences did give me a 
wonderful impetus to become involved in motor 
racing again, working for Jaguar, twice winning 
the RAC Hillclimb Championship, and being  
on the British Racing Drivers’ Club board. A
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ctually, it was a relief that Ayrton Senna 
turned up in Phoenix at all. He had 
spent the winter arguing with FISA 
(the Fédération Internationale du 
Sport Automobile, as the governing 

body was then known) and wasn’t issued with  
a super-licence until he retracted remarks he’d 
made at the end of the 1989 season.

Then, you might recall, Senna had accused 
FISA president Jean-Marie Balestre of fixing 
the world championship in favour of his former 
team-mate, Alain Prost. The two had come 
together at Suzuka the previous October and 
Senna – who’d recovered from the crash and 
went on to win the race – was subsequently 
disqualified. That secured Prost’s third world 
title and triggered an angry rebuke from Senna. 
“It was clear,” he said later, “that political and 
economic pressure groups manipulated behind 
the scenes to make Prost champion.” 

FISA asked Senna to retract his remarks, but 
he refused. When the 1990 Formula One entry 

hit the throttle as he attempted to brake. The 
Austrian slid sideways into the tyres, his victory 
prospects now as broken as his car’s front wing. 
Senna was in no rush to test Alesi’s resolve;  
he wanted to lighten his fuel load and conserve 
his McLaren’s Goodyear tyres, but by lap 33  
the two leading cars were together.

“I remember everything about that day,”  
says Alesi. “I made a fantastic start and, as  
I was diving between the other cars on the 
straight, I thought, ‘I hope my friends at home 
are watching this on television.’ I was leading  

at the first corner and told myself to keep 
concentrating. Maybe I could lead a lap of  
a grand prix and that would be very special.

“After that I just kept pushing until I saw  
the red of Ayrton’s car coming in my mirrors.  
I thought, ‘OK, he will pass me for sure – but 
maybe I can give him a hard time.’”

Next time they approached turn one, Senna 
moved to the inside and was slightly ahead, but 
the move cost him momentum and 
compromised his approach to the next left-
hander. Alesi was alongside in a flash. 

There wasn’t really room to run side-by-side 
at Phoenix – a narrow, concrete-lined labyrinth  
with plenty of 90-degree corners – and the two 
cars all but came to a halt as they went through, 
with Alesi back ahead once more. 

“I just braked late and zig-zagged from 
behind him,” he says. “I wasn’t fazed by Ayrton.  
I was very excited and enjoying myself 
thoroughly. I was very fresh in F1 and hungry to 
show what I could do. We knew the Pirelli tyres 

would be good for street circuits, so I’d been 
preparing for something special at Phoenix.”

It was to be brief. Senna tried to pass again on 
lap 35, this time with a little added force that 
defused any notions of retaliation – but Alesi 
had caught the 1988 world champion’s attention. 
The past few months had caused him to question 
his motivation, but this had been a reminder of 
the sport’s true essence.

“Ayrton was very nice to me afterwards,” says 
Alesi. “When I turned up in America I didn’t 
have my fireproof underwear, so McLaren lent 
me some of their spares. After the race, I 
unfolded my collar to show Ayrton my vest had 
his name on it. He asked where I’d got it and 
seemed to think that must have been the reason 
I was able to fight with him. He was very sharp 
and we laughed about our race. We had  
a good time – they are very good memories.”

For Senna, a fight with a Frenchman other 
than Balestre had been the perfect antidote to  
a winter of discontent. A

list was initially published, Gerhard Berger and 
test driver Jonathan Palmer appeared alongside 
the two McLarens. That triggered the release  
of a formal apology bearing Senna’s name and 
the matter was finally settled.

By the time he got to Phoenix, the Brazilian 
had spent his winter doing lots of arguing but 
little testing. However, it was engine trouble 
rather than lack of practice that meant he lined 
up fifth on the grid. Team-mate Berger took pole 
in the new McLaren MP4/5 while Pierluigi 
Martini (Minardi), Andrea de Cesaris (Dallara) 
and Jean Alesi (Tyrrell) – secured second, third  
and fourth after making the most of Pirelli’s 
latest qualifying tyres.

Berger made a decent start but, about four 
seconds later, took a conventional line into  
the first right-hander, leaving a huge gap that 
Alesi immediately exploited. Senna was now 
fourth, behind de Cesaris.

The Brazilian soon moved up to third  
and then second when Berger accidentally  
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Flying Malaysian Airlines to 
Kuala Lumpur? Here’s our 
recommended viewing…
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Melbourne to
Kuala Lumpur

23

How are these F1 
stars connected?

Melbourne to Kuala Lumpur direct is eight 
hours and ten minutes of your life that you’ll 
never get back. If you’re lucky on the flight, 
maybe you’ll sleep – if not, there are other 
ways to use the time profitably.
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