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avidEvans

strengthofCitroen’sC3WRC
dthe livesofKrisMeeke
PaulNagleafteroneof the
estcrashes in thehistory
eWorldRallyChampionship
rtugal lastweek.
e#10Citroenwentoff the

roadonafifth-gearleft-hander

andcannonedstraightintothetrees.

Thecarwascompletelydestroyed,

promptingteamprincipalPierre

BudartotellMN:“Thedesignof

thecar?Thanksverymuch–

itsavedKrisandPaul.”
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Team boss praises robust car as Northern

ByDavidEvans

Citroen’sPierreBudarhas
praisedhis teamfor the
strength of the C3 WRC 
which saved the lives of Kris 
Meeke and Paul Nagle when 
they went off the road at last 
week’s Rally of Portugal.

The accident happened on the 

second run of the Amarante stage 

on Saturday afternoon. Meeke 

turned into a fifth-gear left-hander

too late and the car slid into the 

trees which lined the outside of  

the bend.

Meeke was airlifted to hospital 

after complaining of  back pain, 

but was released the same day 

and flew home a day later. Nagle 

was uninjured in the crash. 

Having studied the data from the

car, Budar explained to MN how 

the accident unfolded. He said: 

“We saw the car slid when it got 

on the loose and the back of  the car 

broke away. There were a couple 

of  smaller impacts and then this 

very big impact with the car’s 

A-pillar against the tree. This 

section of  the car wrapped itself  

around the tree. For me, this was 

the biggest crash I have ever seen 

CITROEN
STRENGTH
SAVED
MEEKE’S
LIFE
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andeventheguyswhohavebeen

herewithCitroenforalongtime

saiditwasamassiveone.

“Of course,afterthecrash,we

saw from the televisionKrisand

Paul were out of  thecar.Andthen

after this we saw thecar:Wow,it’s

really impressive.Whenyoulook

at this car, you cannotthinkthat

the two guys insidethecarare100

per cent safe – andtheyare.They

have no injury, nothingbroken.

The design of  the car?Thanksvery

much – it saved KrisandPaul.”

Meeke’s accidentbroughtthe

safety of  the currentgeneration

of rally cars into sharpfocus

last weekend. Whenthe

2017-specificationcarswere

introduced, they camewith

anotherstepintermsof cockpit
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Meeke was airlifted for hospital checks

safety.Driverandco-driverare

placedfurtherintothecentreof

thecar–andawayfromapotential

side-impactzone–andtheyare

also further back than ever before. 

The positioning of  Meeke and 

Nagle behind the line of  the 

B-pillar and as far back as possible 

undoubtedly saved them from 

potentially life-threatening 

injuries. The last line of  defence 

for the crew is the seats, which are 

now equipped with mandatory 

wings around the head. This 

feature played a big part in the 

Citroen pair’s survival of  the 

Saturday crash. No longer, 

however, do the crew sit as low as 

they used to – latest thinking has 

them marginally higher for fear 

of  vertical impact beneath the car 

which could cause back injury.  

Jari-Matti Latvala told MN: 

“When you think back to where we 

were 10 years ago, the safety side 

is the biggest difference we’ve 

ars. Honestly, when 

car, the feeling is 

nd we have to be very, 

or the work the FIA 

s have done when 

ris’s car.”

he price was high for 

“We make 
the safest
car we
can”

A
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HEADLINE NEWS
Irishman suffers huge crash

Photos: WRC.com, mcklein-imagedatabase.com

M-SPORT’S RALLY MEXICO APPEAL FAILS PAGE 10

what was a minor mistake of  

turning into the left-hander 

fractionally late.

The Dungannon driver said: 

“The consequences were pretty 

severe, because we ended up in 

some big trees. The car certainly 

doesn’t look so pretty. I have to 

say thanks to Citroen for building 

such a strong car, and to the 

medical staff  who looked after 

me so well.”

Some onlookers were surprised 

at how much damage the impact 

with the tree did to the rollcage. 

Budar explained the philosophy 

in building the car.

“We could build a tank,” he said. 

“But it’s a balance between the 

g-force you get from making a tank 

and the absorption you can get 

from the rollcage. The cage has to 

absorb some of the energy in the 

accident to stop it going straight 

to the bodies of  the crew. We could 

make the tank, but then any crash 

will be very aggressive for the body 

of  the driver and co-driver. 

“Our first intention when we 

design a car at Citroen is to make 

the safest car we can. Our choice 

in terms of design are 100 per cent 

more towards the safety when we 

make the rollcage and all areas 

of  the car – it’s in our culture. 

When we look at the regulation 

from the FIA, we always look to 

go even further.” 

Meeke will be back behind the 

wheel of  a C3 WRC in Spain this 

week as he begins his preparations 

for Rally Italy. The strategy for that 

event will be decided after the test.

“I think Kris is OK,” said Budar. 

“He’s fine. I spoke with him the 

morning after the crash and he 

wasn’t so bad.”

Having won Rally of  Portugal 

three years ago, Meeke started 

in Matosinhos chasing another 

victory. He led the event early on, 

but was robbed of  his chance of  a 

second success by two punctures 

in successive stages on Friday 

afternoon – a scenario which led 

to him having to drive the Porto 

street stage on a broken rim. 

Those issues dropped Meeke to 

seventh, the position he crashed 

from. “The guys need a bit of  

luck,” said Budar. “Even when 

Kris is doing the proper things, 

something is happening. 

“In Argentina, we couldn’t 

blame him for the puncture; it was 

Thierry Neuville bringing the 

rock to the road. Before him 

[Neuville] there was nothing 

before he got there. Kris could 

not avoid the rock, if  he does 

then he is out of  the road.

“He is quite clever, OK yesterday 

was maybe his mistake, but except 

this he did everything properly 

since the start of  the year. He is a 

very fast guy. We didn’t discuss 

this mistake yet. He was happy and 

comfortable and not surprised by 

anything in the corner or the car. 

At this level, everything has to be 100 

per cent, there is no margin for error.”

Budar added that he would 

be considering a more involved 

approach with all of  the Citroen 

crews moving forwards.

“We try to control everything, 

but sometimes things aren’t under 

our control,” he said. “We work 

very hard and we take complete 

care with the car all of  the time. 

We have a lot of  people preparing 

it and making sure everything is 

perfect – maybe we need to take 

care of  the drivers and co-drivers 

in the same way. I’m not talking 

about during the rally, but 

between the rallies , when they go 

home. I have to think about what 

more care we can to take.”

Despite a frustrating 

weekend for Irishman 

Craig Breen, Citroen team 

principal Pierre Budar 

was full of  praise for his 

seventh place finish.

Breen’s event was ruined 

by a puncture on the seventh

stage. Having been just 

4.4s away from the lead 

following a fastest time 

on SS6, he was more than 

two minutes back after 

the deflation.

“It was the same story for 

Kris and Craig,” Budar told 

MN. “Both of  them lost their

chance in this rally because

of the punctures.”

That time loss left Breen 

at the front of  the field and 

opening the road for the 

remainder of  the event. 

“On Friday Craig was 

really in the fight,” said 

Budar. “He was up to third 

and he was right there. 

I have no doubt about 

Citroen impressed 
despite Breen’s woe

Meeke and Nagle walked 

from the wrecked Citroen

hiscapacitytogofast,but

from Saturday morning 

there was really nothing 

he could do. He couldn’t 

show anything when he 

was in these conditions. 

“Instead, he learned 

from these conditions – he 

learned about setting the 

car up for more traction and 

making sure the car was 

working well on the surface. 

Now we move forward and 

look to the next event. It was 

tough, an event he couldn’t  

show anything – but I’m 

pleased with what I saw.”

Breen admitted he was

hugely frustrated. 

He said: “When we were 

in third on Friday, we 

could have been leading 

on Friday night and then 

you’re in a good place on 

the road and who knows 

after that… It’s been 

a tough one. It seems 

whenever there are some 

sh*t conditions first on the 

road, they’re going to come 

our way. Still, it wasn’t as 

bad as the Monte: my heart 

wasn’t in my mouth all the 

time like it was then!” 

Craig Breen learned after running first on the road

Meeke was running in seventh in Portugal when he left the road
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Stroll won’t walk

Lance Stroll’s father, billionaire 

businessman Lawrence, says 

he’s not yet at the point where 

he’ll start to look for an 

alternative team for his son. 

Williams is last in the 

Constructors’ Championship and 

Lance’s eighth place in 

Azerbaijan is its only points 

finish so far. Lawrence Stroll 

described the team’s poor start to 

the year as “a rude awakening” 

before adding: “I believe in 

Williams, I believe in the team. 

Clearly they got it wrong so far, 

but hopefully this will bring out 

the best in the people there and 

they’ll fix it. We’re not going 

anywhere else.”

Renault’s fears

Renault is still weighing up the 
reliability of its current hybrid engine 
systems before it can bring a key 
upgrade. Renault currently uses an 
MGU-K designed alongside Italian 
company Magneti Marelli, with a 
bespoke Renault Sport design 
supposed to be introduced at the 
start of last season. But that was 
delayed as Renault has yet to run the 
required distance on the dyno tests 
(between 8,000-10,000km) to be 
satisfied that the new part can last the 
season. “It’s clear that we have to work 
on the weight [of the engine] and this 
is one solution,” said Renault’s Remi 
Taffin. “There is no clear target for 
when. I would say when it’s ready we 
will get into it.”

Bullish Boullier

Eric Boullier has defended his 

leadership of McLaren, despite 

the British team failing to make 

the sort of gains it had expected 

this term. Having switched from 

Honda to Renault power, 

McLaren had been tipped to 

return to the sharp end of the 

grid, but progress has been 

slower than expected. Technical 

director Tim Goss fell on his 

sword as the first part of a 

reshuffle. When asked if he 

thought he was still the right man

to lead the team, Boullier said:

“Yes, I think so. It’s hard work. In

the past I’ve been managing,

rebuilding, restructuring a few

teams and I won with all of them

in any category there was.”

Bottas boost

Valtteri Bottas believes that he’s
managed to eliminate races where he
felt he was “way off the pace”, which
hindered his first season with
Mercedes. Bottas has shown greater
consistency this year with second
places in Bahrain, China and Spain.
“This year I have been more or less
hitting my targets for performance,”
he said. “There have been no
weekends that I have been way off the
pace, like there were a few last year. I
feel I’ve learned from those, and need
to continue my development.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Honda ‘feels pressure’ in Red Bull negotiations
Norris says McLaren tests are aimed at learning

Honda has revealed some details of  its 

potential deal to power Red Bull Racing 

from next season.

The Japanese brand and Red Bull held 

talks in Span about the two parties 

potentially reaching a deal for 2019 

onwards, when Red Bull’s current 

agreement with Renault expires.

Honda currently supplies engines to 

Red Bull’s satellite team, Toro Rosso, 

and could supply both factions as part 

of  its first multiple team agreement 

since returning to the sport.

Honda motorsport boss Masashi 

Yamamoto said that the talks had been 

positive, but Honda would have to weigh 

up the demands.

“We are very positive,” Yamamoto 

said. “To deal with Red Bull is a very big 

thing for Honda, because they are a top 

team. This gives us a sort of  pressure as 

an engine manufacturer. 

“We have to consider many aspects as 

well, can we really deal with Red Bull’s 

size? We have to feel the responsibility to 

supply the engine.”

A deal with Red Bull would put Honda 

back in the spotlight, following its split 

with McLaren at the end of  last year.

“It was difficult with McLaren, but it 

was also a very good experience,” said 

Yamamoto. “If  we are going to be with 

Red Bull, we don’t think we’ll be in the 

same situation we were with McLaren.”

LandoNorrissayshisimpressivetesting

outingswithMcLarenaremoreaimedat

learningtheropesthanstakinghisclaimto

araceseatwiththeteamfornextseason.

BritishstarNorrismadehismostrecent

testoutingwithMcLareninBarcelonalast

week,settingthethirdfastesttimeonday

two.ThereigningEuropeanF3champion

currentlyleadstheF2pointswithCarlin.

Whenaskedif thetestswerecrucialto

hishopesof landinganF1breakthrough,

Norrissaid:“It’s justagoodopportunityto

getuptodatewiththisca

[Renault]powerunit.Th

fasterthisyear.Time-wi

step.It’sgoodtoshowwh

candoandproveI’m

worthyof aseatin2019

and2020.ButIseeitmore

asanopportunitytokeeplearning,being

hereatraceweekendsandlisteningonthe

radio.That’smorethanjustprovingIcan

doalaptime.”

Daytwowasthefasterof thesessions,

toppedbyValtteriBottasforMercedes

aheadof AntonioGiovinazzi’sFerrari.

OtherBritishF2racerswereinactiontoo,

withJackAitkenbeingsixthfastestfor

RenaultondaytwoandGeorgeRussell

joiningForceIndiaforPirelli tyretesting

ondayone.WorldEndurance

driverOliverRowland

rWilliamsondayone,

hileGTmanJakeDennis

andledaRedBullmachine

ndaytwo.

FERRARI WEAK IN
THREE AREAS
Vettel highlights where Spanish deficit came from

Photos: LAT

By Robert Ladbrook

Sebastian Vettel says his 
Ferrari team must act to 
solve three key weaknesses 
if it is going to battle back 
against Mercedes in this 
year’s world championship.

Ferrari suffered a tough 

weekend last time out in Spain, 

with neither of  its cars managing 

to finish on the podium. An 

electrical glitch led to Kimi 

Raikkonen’s retirement while 

Vettel’s charge was hampered 

by excessive tyre wear. The 

German could only finish fourth.

Vettel said the team had to 

open its eyes to the troubles, 

and not forget that it took “a 

fair beating” in Barcelona.

“We were not quick enough,” 

said Vettel, who trails Lewis 

Hamilton by 17 points in the 

drivers’ standings. “So, if  we 

are not able to see that then 

we are more than blind, because 

we didn’t have the pace in 

the first stint.

“Second, I think we struggled a 

little bit over the course of  the 

weekend with the tyres. They 

changed, but they changed for 

everyone, so our ambition has to 

be that we’re better off, rather 

than worse off, than everybody.

“Third, I think it was a poor 

weekend in terms of reliability. 

Kimi had an issue with the 

engine [change after Friday] and 

obviously retired in the race. If  

we don’t see those [three] things, 

then there are no excuses.”

Vettel does however believe the 

team is capable of  bouncing back 

in Monaco and beyond.

“I’ve said many times that this 

team is strong and we’ve got a lot 

of  potential, butIthinkwealso

need to make sureweaddressthe

problems we have.Itwasnota

good day [in Spain],butit’s

important thesedaysthatyou

understand whyandwhat’s

missing for thenextraces.

“We had all ourupdatesforthis

race [Spain], maybetheothers

have brought morethanus?We

had different tyresthatmaybe

suited others betterthanus?

What does it help?Whyfind

excuses? Bottomlineiswewere

not quick enoughtowin,and

that’s what needsaddressing.”

After drivinginlastweek’s

in-season test atthesametrack,

Vettel added thatFerrarihad

found its weakness.

He added: “Wehavesomeideas

and it was goodtohavethe

possibility to revisit,butnowit’s

up to us to takeaction.”

SebastianVettelalso

battedawaysuggestions

thatPirelli’styreswitchfor

Spainwasinanywayto

benefitrivalMercedes.

Pirelli’supdatedcovers

forBarcelonaweremade

withreducedtread

thicknessaftermany

teamssuffered

overheatingonthe

resurfacedtrackduring

testing.Thechange

coincidedwithadominant

displayfromLewis

Hamilton,leadingto

suggestionsthechange

benefitedtheSilver

Arrowsmorethanothers.

Vettelscotchedsuch

suggestionsafterhisdayof

testinginSpain,saying:

“Normallyyoudon’tget

thechancetorevisitthese

kindof decisions,butwith

thedaywe’vehad[testing],

if wehadthenormaltyres

onSunday[raceday],we’d

havebeenworseoff.

“Ithinkitwasthecorrect

call,anditwasourfault

nottohavethesametyre

lifeasotherpeople.”

Pirelli’sMarioIsolasaid:

“Thebehaviourof thetyre

overtheraceweekendwas

inlinewithour

expectations–itavoided

blisteringandnowit’s

importanttohave

feedbackalsoonthe

feeling,thiskindof stuff,

soIamveryhappytoknow

thatSebastiansaidthat.”

Pirelli change good for everyone

German is ready to regroup for Monaco
Sebastian Vettel says 

Ferrari knows issues

Norris was quick again
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FormulaEchampionshipleaderJean-

EricVergnereckonedtheAudisquad

was“inadifferentleague”attheBerlin

Tempelhof Airporttrack,andit’shard

toargueagainstthatassessment.

DanielAbtswepttohissecondFE

pole–aidedbytheabrasivenatureof

thecircuit’sairportapronconcrete-and-

asphaltsurfacemeaninghisrival’styres

werestillhotgoingintothesuperpole

session,whilehishadcooledenoughto

retainlifeforthewholeof hisflyinglap.

Heledawayfrompoleandkeptthe

leadforeachof therace’s45laps,easily

beatinghisfellowfront-rowstarterOliver

Turveyoff theline.Inthepackbehind,

JeromeD’Ambrosio(whoultimately

tumbledto19thwithenergymanagement

issuesandasecondcarregeneration

problem)seizedthirdwithaboldmove

aroundtheoutsideof thenearcircular

Turns1-2complex,whileFelixRosenqvist

hadanevenwildermovegowrongwhen

heslidoff ontyremarblesandonlyjust

avoidedspinningintothebarriers.

Abtbuiltahealthygap,whilehisteam-

mateLucasdiGrassieasilymovedhis

wayuptosecondplacefromfifthon

thegrid.ThepitstopscausedAbt’sonly

problemashewasmomentarilyheldby

SebastienBuemienteringtheadjacent

pits,whichthereforewipedouthislead.

ButAbteasilysawoff histeam-mate’s

challenge,whichfadedduetoavibration

problemthatAudiisyettofullydiagnose,

towinby6.758-seconds.Vergnecompleted

thepodiumafterascrapwithBuemi,

whoendedupfourthaheadof Turvey,

theNIOdriverfallingawayintherace’s

secondhalf.

MitchEvanstooksixthforJaguar

aheadof SamBird,withtheVirginRacing

driver’spointsgaptoVergnenowupto40.

Rosenqvistrecoveredto11thbytheflag,

buthistitlechallengeisnowallbutover.

ABT CLAIMS HOMEWIN
AS AUDI DOMINATES

‘Neal opens his ’18
account at Thruxton’
BTCC at Thruxton, p24

Rast left unhurt after ‘dramatic’ crash

Button takes podium and
lead in Super GT standings

Brundle returns
to Le Mans

Ex-Formula1driverJensonButton

movedintotheleadof theSuperGT

standingswithhissecondpodiumfinish

of theseasonatSuzuka.

Front-rowstarterButton,likeseveral

otherHondadrivers,struggledfortyre

temperatureinitially,makingthem

vulnerabletothefast-chargingTOM’S

Lexusof NickCassidy.

Buttonmaintainedsecondand

managedtobuildasmallgapbefore

HeikkiKovalainensufferedahugecrash

attheexitof thesecondDegner,which

causedtherace’ssolesafetycarperiod.

TheBritfelltothirdattherestartbefore

pittingalaplater,handingovertoteam-

mateNaokiYamamoto,whobroughtthe

carhomesecondbehindwinnersTomoki

Nojiri/TakuyaIzawaintheARTAHonda.

ForYamamotoandButton,itwastheir

secondpodiumaftertheirrunner-upspot

atOkayama,andtheyleadthestandingsby

onepointfromtheNISMOpairingof Tsugio

MatsudaandRonnieQuintarelli,who

chargedfromthebackof thegridtofinish

sixth,despitethehighestballastof anycar.

ReigningDTMchampion

ReneRasthaslabeledthe

destructivecrashhesuffered

attheLausitzringlast

weekendas‘dramatic’,as

hisAudiRS5somersaulted

throughtheair.

Audiisstrugglinginthe

championshipthisyearas

newruleshaveimplemented

specpartsandlessaero,

whichBMWandMercedes

havedealtwithbetter.

Rastfoundhimself atthe

backof thegrid,andaftera

safetycarbunchedupthe

field,Rastwasclippedintoa

spinbyLoicDuval.Hiscardug

intothegrassontheTurn8

exitandrolledviolently.

Hewasadmittedtohospital

buthadnoinjuries.

“Ithinkthecrashlooked

moreharshthanitwas,”

hesaid.

“Itfeltquitesoftinthecar

andthenthelandingwasabit

harshbutIhadnopainwhen

Ijumpedoutof thecar,Iknew

straightawayIwasOK,Igave

thethumbsup.”

Britain’sGaryPaffetttook

astepclosertothetopof the

leaderboardwithawinin

Sunday’srace,afterninth

inraceone,whileEdoardo

Perfect weekend for Abt with

pole, win and fastest lap

Photos: LAT,DTM

Formula1punditMartin

Brundlewillmakea

racingreturnatLeMans

thissummer,sharing

anAstonMartinwith

OlympiclegendSirChris

HoyintheAstonMartin

Festivalsupportrace.

Thepairwillshare

aVantageGT4runby

theAstonMartin

PerformanceCentreteam

inthe40-minuteevent

whichtakesplaceat

theLaSarthetrackon

Saturdaymorningbefore

the24HoursonJune17.

Brundlesaid:“I’dnever

missachancetoracethe

fullLeManstrack,I love

thecircuit.Thiswill

beparticularlyspecial

partneringSirChris

–he’sagoodfriendand

handyonthepedals in

everyrespect.The

competitionlooksstrong

soI’llbeseekingplentyof

advicefrommysonAlex,

whoalsoracesanAston

GT3carinEurope.”

Othernamedentries

includeMSAchairman

andProdrivefounder

DavidRichards,whowill

shareaBeechdeanAMR-

runGT4withBritishGT

regularAndrewHoward.

GreatBritishBakeOff

starPaulHollywoodwill

alsotakepart,sharing

withJamieChadwick.

Withinthe38-carentry

aretwoof theVulcan

hypercars,whichwill

maketheirracedebut.

Therewillalsobetwoof

theDBR9GT1cars,seven

VantageGT3sand24GT4

entries.Theremaining

spotsareforGT2entries.

Despiteheavydamagetothetopofhiscar,Rastwalkedaway

Rast’sAudiwastappedintoaspinbeforediggingintoground

Yamamoto/Button finished second

(L-r) Di Grassi, Abt and Vergne

EdCarpenterwill start
on pole for this year’s
Indianapolis 500 after
being theonly driver to
hit 230mph in qualifying.
PenskedriversSimon
PagenaudandWill Power
completed the front row
aheadof nextweekend’s
race. Schmidt Peterson
Motorsports driver James
Hinchcliffe, polesitter
in 2016,was the highest
profile driver to be

bumped from the race
after suffering tyre
vibrations during his final
run…Ex-F1driver Felipe

Massawill compete in the

next season of Formula E

after signing a three-year deal

with Venturi. TheBrazilian,

who retired fromF1 at the end

of last year, has previously

tested for Jaguar. The series

also confirmed it has signed a

10-year deal to race inSaudi

Arabia fromnext season…

KevinHarvick scored
his sixthwin of 2018
inNASCAR’s non-
championshipAll-Star
race at Charlotte, edging
outDaniel Suarez ona
late restart to claim the
event’s $1million prize.
TheStewart-HaasRacing
driver dominated the
race’s first stage and
surged to a last-gasp
stage threewinon fresh
tyres, using his track

position at the start of
the fourth stage to
hold the lead…Munnich

Motorsport driver Yann

Ehrlacher claimed his second

World TouringCarCup

victory of 2018 at Zandvoort

following a red flag, after

four-timeWorld TouringCar

championYvanMuller’s

Hyundai i30Nended upon

the barrier. The remaining two

races took place onMonday

asMNwent to press… Mullerendedupontopofthebarriers

Left with dirt on his face

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Mortara took the first. 

BMW’s ex-Toyota F1 driver 

Timo Glock continues to 

lead the standings with a 

second and a fifth. 
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ByStephenLickorish

TheRenaultUKClioCup isset to
evaluatewhether tocompeteat
Thruxtonagainnextyearafter
lastweekend’smeetingwas
blightedbytyrewoe.

TheThruxtonraceswerereducedfrom

12lapstonineamidconcernsoverwhether

thetyreswouldlastthefulldistance.

SeriestyresupplierMichelin

introducedanewcompoundforthis

seasonbutanumberof driverssuffered

dangerouslychewedleft-fronttyresin

qualifying.Acombinationof the

newsoftercompound,hightrack

temperatures,theabrasiveThruxton

surfaceanddemandinghigh-speed

natureof thecircuitledtotheproblems.

AfterdiscussionswithMichelin,all

ClioCupteamseventuallyagreedto

runlesscamber–threedegreesinstead

of four–andtheracedistancebeing

reducedfrom12lapstonine.

ChampionshipmanagerWillFewkes

said:“RestassuredRenaultSportRacing

andMichelinUKarenottakingthe

situationlightly.OnceRenaultSport

Racingwasawareeachcompetitor

wasprovidedwithanewleft-front

tyreforeachracefreeof charge.

“Michelinhasavastreputationin

top-levelmotorsportandwillbedoing

everythingwithintheirpowerto

resolvethisissuemovingforward.

“Ialsothinkthatit isimportantto

stressthatthisisn’tanewtopicfora

tyremanufacturerwhenvisiting

Thruxton,infactit’sprettyhistoric.

Maybeitistimetoassessthevalidityof

visitingthevenuewhenweformulate

our2019RenaultUKClioCupcalendar.”

MichelinmotorsportmanagerTim

HoarepointedoutotherTOCAcategories

alreadydon’tcompeteatThruxton.

“Aroundhereit’svery,veryaggressive

ontyres,”headded.“Thistyrehasbeen

twoyearsinthemakingandwe’vetested

italloverEuropewithRenaultbut

Thruxtonisauniquechallenge.Thetyre

reactsinadifferentwaytolastyear’sso

laprecordswillbebrokenbutit’s[acase

of]tryingtogetthebalance[with

increasedspeedanddurability].”

WDEMotorsportbossWayneEason

wasmostcriticalof thesituation–and

wasreluctantforhisdriverstotake

partinracetwo–questioningMichelin

forbringinganunsuitabletyre,as

wellastheThruxtoncircuititself.

“Iwouldliketohaveatyrethat

wecanuse,”saidEason.“It’snot

thecar’sfaultandit’snotthe

championship’sfault.

“ButIthinkweshouldn’tcomehere

unlessthetrackisresurfaced–and

Ilovethisplace,whenIracemytruck

it’smyfavouriteone.”

CLIO CUP SUFFERS TYRE
TROUBLE AT THRUXTON

LMP3 Cup entries hit new low, but United Autosports may return

Dehydration and illness puts Jordan in hospital and out of final BTCC race at Thruxton

Laser Tools Racing quits TCR UK saying it has “lost confidence in the series” after two rounds

UnitedAutosportshasn’t

ruledoutrunningcarsinthe

remainderof theLMP3Cup

Championship,afterthefield

hitarecordlowatBrands

Hatchlastweekend.

Thechampionshipboasted

justfourcarsforthetwoone-

hourracesattheKentvenue’s

GrandPrixCircuit.That

numberwasreducedtothree

whentheSpeedworksLigier

of DominicPaulandJackButel

wastooheavilydamagedafter

aqualifyingaccidentonSunday

totakepartinracetwo.

Theroundmarkedthefirst

eventintheseries’two-year

historytonotfeatureanentry

fromUnitedAutosports,

whichistheUK’sLigieragent.

Astatementfromtheteam

said:“Ourplanforthesecond

yearof thechampionshipwasto

providesupporttocustomers,

itwasneverourintentionto

raceasateam–wealwayssaid

wewouldneverraceagainstour

customersif wecouldhelpit.

WeenteredonecaratDonington

[inApril]andthenewJSP4car

asatestforLigier.It islikelythat

wecouldenteranotherround

laterintheyear,butwehaven’t

enteredthefullseasonasthat

wasneverourintention.”

British Touring Car Championship racer 

Andrew Jordan was forced to miss the 

final round of the weekend at Thruxton 

on Sunday as he was taken to hospital 

suffering from severe dehydration 

after being struck with a gastro bug.

Jordancontestedtheopeningtworounds

andfinishedsixthandfifth,beforebecoming

seriouslyunwellinthebuild-uptothefinale.

He was taken to the circuit’s medical centre 

and then on to hospital in Winchester 

and was released later that night.

Recovering on Monday, Jordan said: “I 

felt so weak – it was like I had been throwing 

up for a week! I couldn’t keep anything down, 

buttheadrenalinejustgotmethrough

racesoneandtwo.Ihaveneverreallyfelt

theeffectsof adrenalinebefore,butafter

race two, I just felt so bad. It is a shame, 

because even though I was feeling bad, 

I had two strong results and I wanted to 

bag more points in the third.”

Jordan said he would spend the early part 

of the week recovering before preparing for 

WorldRallycrossatSilverstonethisweekend.

“Ineedtorecover,drinkplenty,andthenget

readyforrallycross:Ican’twait,”hesaid.

AidenMoffathaspulledoutof

TCRUK,withhisLaserTools

Racingteam“losingconfidence”

intheorganisationof theBritish

Racing&SportsCarClubseries.

ForqualifyingatKnockhill

earlierthismonth,BritishTouring

CarChampionshipracewinner

Moffatappearedtohavepole

positionafterfourcarswere

deemedtobeunderweight.

ButaftertheWestCoastRacing

teamappealed,thecarswere

reinstatedandMoffatdropped

backbehindDanielLloyd.Moffat

didn’tfinishthefirstraceand

thendidn’tstartthesecond.

“WehavedecidedtoleaveTCR

UKasincidentsatbothKnockhill

racesplusthepreviousmeeting

atSilverstonehaveleftusboth

frustratedandperplexed,”said

teamprincipalBobMoffat.

“Certaindecisionsandactions

havemadeuscompletelylose

confidenceintheseries,andafter

alotof thoughtanddiscussion

wehavedecidedtocall itaday.

“Howeverwefeeltheformat

hasalotof potentialandweoffer

ourbestwishestotheseriesand

itscompetitors.

“Wewouldalsoliketothank

DerekPalmerandRomeoFerraris

forgivingustheopportunity.”

Moffatfinishedsecondinthefirst

raceof theopeningweekendat

Silverstonebeforerunningoutof

fuelinracetwo.AfterKnockhill

helies129pointsbehindLloyd,

whohasscoredperfectlyatthe

firsttwomeetingsof theyear.

Theseriesonlyattracted11cars

atKnockhillandinastatement

said:“Wewouldliketothankthe

teamforitsparticipationinthe

seriesandwishAidenevery

successinthefuture.”

Clio race distance was

reduced by three laps

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins, Jim Moir

Dyrdal’srecovery
WillDyrdalcompletedastorming

drive from25thonthegrid to fifth in

thesecondGinettaGT5Challenge

raceatThruxton lastweekend.

ContactwithMorganQuinnatClub

in thefirst racecausedhimtoretire

andstarta lowly25th for thesecond.

“Weknewwehadtogofor it fromthe

start,”saidDyrdal,whowascompeting

withW2RMotorsport for the first time.

“Peoplewerebattlingsowegot the

runonthem,butonce Igot into the

top10 itstartedgettingmoredifficult,

but I’mextremely thrilled.”

Stoney’sstruggles
GinettaGT5Challengechampionship

contenderShaneStoneyenduredadifficult

weekendatThruxtonplaguedbya recurring

clutchproblem.The23-year-oldchanged

thegearboxonhisQuattroMotorsport-run

Ginettaafter issuesat theprevious roundat

Rockingham.ApunctureatGoodwood in

qualifyingandanoffatChurchduring race

oneaddedtohiswoes. “Wearestill having

issueswith theclutchsowehaven’tbeen

able toget thecaroff the lineproperlyat

thestarts–no-onereally knowswhat the

issue is,”hesaid.

Negative score
James Townsend has had a difficult 

start to the Ginetta GT5 Challenge 

season and is currently on -19 points. 

He picked up his second points loss 

of the year at Thruxton last weekend 

when he was deducted 10 points for 

overtaking under yellow flags in the 

opening race. Matt Maxted also 

picked up the same penalty and is 

now on zero points.

Fewkes tribute
The Renault UK Clio Cup cars were adorned 

with stickers at Thruxton last weekend 

remembering Roy Fewkes, who passed 

away earlier this month. He was originally an 

engine builder in the 1970s, achieving success 

with a variety of different cars, before becoming 

the technical commissioner for a number of 

Renault championships, including the Clio 

Cup. Fewkes was the father of current Clio 

championship manager Will.

Weller steps up
Mini Challenge Cooper Class 

frontrunner Sam Weller will step up to 

the JCW Championship at Snetterton 

this weekend, handling the Dunlop-

backedguestcar.Weller finished

thirdoverall in thenaturallyaspirated

CooperClassChampionship lastyear,

winningall threeof the final racesof

lastseasonat theNorfolk track. “I’ve

onlydoneonetest in theJCWinthe

wetand,while it’sa relatablecar to

theCooper, youdodrive itdifferently,”

saidWeller. “Theaimis todoacouple

of roundsthisyearandthenbuyacar

and join theseries full-time in2019.”

Daly’sdebut
MartinDalymadehisF3Cupdebutat

BrandsHatch lastweekend inhisDallara

F308, that tooknephewStephen to

victoryatDoningtonPark.WhileMartin

hadaneighthandninthonhissecondever

visit to theBrandsHatchGrandPrixcircuit,

hissonDarraghwill race thecarnextat

OultonParkandSnetterton.

IN BRIEF

Just four cars took part in the LMP3 Cup at Brands Hatch

Jordan had to sit out BTCC finale

Knockhill marked Moffat’s final appearance in the series

Series set to assess whether to return to Hampshire venue next year
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Mini Se7en Racing Club family come together to help Libre driver repair car after heavy Snetterton accident

Mini Libre driver Peter Hills 

says his season has been saved 

after members of  the Mini Se7en 

Racing Club pooled resources to 

help fix his car after a heavy 

accident at Snetterton.

Hills, 60 from South Wales, was 

T-boned into the Agostini hairpin 

during the first wet race. The 

contact caused heavy damage 

to the car’s roll structure, 

bodyshell and drivetrain.

Hills, who has been a long-

serving member of  the British 

Automobile Racing Club rescue 

unit at Pembrey and funds his 

racing by marshalling on track 

days, was facing a long spell out 

until club members gathered 

together to offer support.

Led by members of  Endaf  

Owens’ team, the paddock 

has donated a new rollcage, 

components, as well as time and 

labour. Some sponsors have also 

offered cash for the repairs and 

Hills aims to return for the 

European round at Zandvoort.

“I’m genuinely overwhelmed 

because I thought I was going to 

be out for at least a year and a half  

with that amount of  damage,” 

said Hills. “I was just cancelling 

travel plans when the guys from 

the Owens team called me to say 

they’d had a chat in the paddock 

and so many people wanted to 

help me. It’s quite emotional, and I

don’t know how I could ever repay

everybody. It’s saved my season 

as it’s a good few thousands of  

pounds’ worth of  work. At times 

like this that make you feel so lucky

to be involved in the sport and the 

Mini Se7en Racing Club.” 

ROWE’S LUCKY ESCAPE
Photos:MickWalker, JakobEbrey, Steve Jones

‘Completely sefless’ act as C1 driver pushes rival back to pits in Rockingham 24hrs

Balfe Motorsport’s GT3 entry to miss Snetterton British GT meet

BalfeMotorsporthas

withdrawnitsBritishGT3

entryforthisweekend’sraces

atSnetterton,butwillreturnto

thegridintimefortheseries’

showpieceeventatSilverstone.

TheMcLaren650SGT3isstill

beingrepairedfromtheheavy

damageitsustainedwhen

ShaunBalfecrashedintothe

retainingwallatRockingham

inthepreviousround.

Balfe,whosharesthecarwith

McLarenfactoryaceRobBell,

said:“ThecrashatRockingham

wasunluckyintermsof

achievingapotentialpodium,

butalsotheimpactitself

wasquiteheavyonthecar.

“BoththeteamandMcLaren

havebeenbrilliantwiththe

rebuildanditwouldhave

beenreadytoraceat

Snetterton,butwehavedecided

toprepareforSilverstone.”

FormerGTCupchampion

JordanWittwillbeonthegrid

though,havingreplacedDevon

Modell intheRJNMotorsport

NissanGT3entry.

WittwillsharetheGT-RGT3

withregulardriverStruan

Mooreforthetworaces.

CitroenC1Challengedriver

GregGrahamhascalledthe

actionsof hisrivalJames

Poulton“completelyselfless”,

afterhiscarwaspushedbackto

thepitswhenithadrunoutof

fuelwithjustminutestogoin

theRockingham24Hoursrace.

TheTeamSafetyDevices

carof Grahamhadbattled

withPoulton’sDDCWteamfor

overeighthours,butranempty

whilehewasahead.

Grahamgotoutof thecar

“intears”forhavingfelt like

he’dthrownastrongresult

away,onlyforPoultontohelp

hisrivalbacktothepits.

“Ilookedatthetimeand

therewasfourminutestogo,

Ithoughtif hewasstill there

whenIcamearoundagain,

I’lldriveupbehindhimand

pushhim,”saidPoulton.

“TobehonestI’dhavegladly

takenanypenaltytohelpthem

out.Yes,wewerecompeting

foreighthplace,butwewere

competingfor24hours.We

hadmutualrespectforeach

otherandIfelt itwastheright

thingtodo.”

Grahamwastoldtopitby

histeamlate-on,butgambled

inordertostayaheadof the

DDCWcar.

“ItookagambleandIfelt

despondentatthatpoint

becauseIthoughtI’dlet

everyonedown,”heexplained.

“Hestoppedandpushedme

withoutknowingwhetherhis

teamwouldbepenalisedor

disqualifiedandthat’sthe

amazingpartforme.Hewas

completelyselfless.Ican’t

thankhimenough.”

Poultonwasgiventwopoints

onhislicenseforhisactions

butwasallowedtokeephis

eighthplace,whileTeam

SafetyDevicestook11th.

Rowe’s Crossle

flips after contact

Spectator and

Grant assist

Rowe is helped

from wreckage

Car then burst

into flames

Ambulance shortage
cuts Mallory meeting
LastSunday’s750MotorClubrace

meetingwasabandonedwithone

racetogoduetoashortageof

ambulancesafteranumberof

incidentsduringtheday.

Thesecond750Formularace

wascanned,whilethefinalMR2

Championshipencounterwasred-

flaggedearlytoallowanambulanceto

takeSportSpecialsracerSylviaMutch

tohospitalaftershehadcrashedher

MEVMX150RontheStebbeStraight.

Earlier,SportSpecialsfrontrunner

CliveHudsonhadbeenreleased

fromhospitalafterhehadbeenin

anincidentandrolledhisEclipseat

Gerard’sBend,havingsetatimethat

wouldhaveputhimonpoleposition.

MR2racerDavidSheadmadeheavy

contactwiththepitwallafterastart-

lineincidentinthesecondof that

categoriesthreeraces,suffering

backinjuries.

Twodriversclaimedfirst-time

victoriesafterseveralseasonsof

tryingintheMR2Championship.

OxfordshiredriverPaulCookwonthe

openeraftertakingtheinitiativefrom

pointsleaderBenRowefourlapsfrom

theend,butRowehitbackwithvictory

intheshortenedfinaletoextendhis

championshipadvantage.TimHeron,

whomadehiscircuitracingdebutat

Mallorymorethansixyearsearlier,

tookalights-to-flagwinoverreigning

championshipShaunTraynorinthe

restartedracetwo.

FormerLocostandCompactCup

protagonistMartinGamblingclaimed

hisfirstSportSpecialswininthesole

survivingEclipse,outbrakingRob

Johnston’sCyanaMk2–whichwenton

towinthesecondrace–atthehairpin.

Havinginstalledanewengineinhis

FiestaXR2iandbeenunimpressed

withitsrollingroadperformance,

MarcusWardwassurprisedtodothe

doubleinClassicStockHatch.Ed

Pither(750Formula)andBenMyall

(Historic750Formula)completedthe

weekendwinners.

Nelson Rowe survived a horrific looking crash after spectators and a fellow driver came to his aid at Cadwell
Park.The Historic Formula Ford racer made contact with Cameron Jackson when battling for the lead in the
series’second race of the weekend, and ended with his car upside down at Charlies.Unable to get out his
Crossle, two spectators jumped a safety fence to help right the car and were joined by Rowe’s competitor,
Callum Grant.Rowe was able to walk away unassisted and is believed not to have suffered any injuries.
Photographs by MickWalker.

Jonathan Palmer, owner 
of MotorSport Vision 
which operates Cadwell 
Park, statement:
“The car came to rest on 

the grass right between two 

marshals’ points which 

were 220m apart. We locate 

two fire extinguishers 

behind the barrier in 

between these posts, so 

marshals getting there 

don’t need to run with one.

“The marshals were 

beaten to the scene by two 

spectators, though, who 

jumped over the fence and 

helped put the car back on 

its wheels, after which the 

driver got out himself.

“It was an unusual 

situation and prompt action 

from those spectators but 

what I would say is for 

obvious reasons we can’t 

encourage other spectators 

to do this. It certainly could 

have helped and we’re 

grateful for their quick 

thinking. It would be wrong 

of us not to look into all 

incidents, and we are 

already studying this one.

“It’s no criticism of the 

race control, marshals and 

rescue unit personnel who 

did all they should, and 

are trained and equipped 

to safely deal with such 

situations. We believe all 

those involved acted 

professionally.

“Had the accident 

happened 50 or 75m either 

way, it would have been 

close to a marshal’s post 

but clearly we can’t have 

a marshal at every point 

along the circuit.”
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Poulton pushed rival Graham back to pits after latter ran out of fuel

Number of incidents at Mallory

Hills’s Mini Libre before  crash

Balfe McLaren 650S 

sustained damage

1 2
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Dodd to tackle Thruxton

F1forBrands
Tworaces for theFIAMasters
HistoricFormulaOne
Championshipheadline this
weekend’sMastersFestivalon
theBrandsHatchGPcircuit.
After theopeningtworacesat
Imola inApril,MikeCantillon
(WilliamsFW07) tops thePost ’78
competitionandJamieConstable
headsthePre ’78points,although
Constablehasyet toenter for
BrandsHatch.

GoldCupisgo!
Entrieshaveopened for the50th
anniversary race for theChevron
B8at theOultonParkGoldCup
meetingover theAugustBankHoliday
weekend.The40-minute raceon
Monday (August27)will featurea
compulsorypitstopandoptionaldriver
changeand isopen toallChevronB4s,
B6sandB8swithacurrentFIAHistoric
TechnicalPassport.

HSCCF2is fullup
Anexcellent26-carentrywill
tackle roundsthreeandfourof
theHSCCHistoricFormula2FIA
InternationalSeriesontheBrands
HatchGrandPrixcircuitduring
thisweekend’sMastersHistoric
Festival.RichardEvans (March
742)shouldbetheabsolute
benchmark,but facesopposition
fromagaggleofquickrivals.

O’BrieninJunior
BritishGTcontenderMichaelO’Brien
madehisFormula Juniordebutat
CadwellPark in theex-AlastairPike
Lotus20fromtheSilverstone-based
Speedsport team. “Thecar isstill a
work inprogress,”saidO’Brien,
whoclaimedtwosecondplaces in
Lincolnshire tohis friendand former
team-mateCameronJackson.

Watercressbother
JulianBarter racedtheDatsun
240Zofhis fatherCharles in the
70sRoadSports raceatCadwell
ParkonSunday.Charles tooka
win in thefirstof theweekend’s
tworaces,buthadtomiss
Sunday’sduetohis role in
organisingtheAlresford
WatercressFestival. “Alresford
is thewatercresscapitalof the
world,”saidBartersenior.

FF2000atCharade
More than20UK-basedHistoric
FF2000sareheading to the former
ClermontFerrand trackofCharade in
France thisweekend forapairof races.
Of the28cars that racedatCadwell
lastweekend,only threearealsogoing
toFrance includingCadwellwinner
BennSimms,soat least50HFF2000
carsarecurrentlyactive in theUK.

RivalshelpBartell
MaxBartellwasfortunate tomake
theCadwellParkHistoricFF1600
weekendafterclobberinghis
MerlynMk20 in testingonFriday.
NigelGrant,whorunsthecar,
usedallofhissparesandmore
partswereborrowedfromarange
of fellowcompetitors. “Everyone
helpedout,whichwasbrilliant,”
saidBartellaheadofhis first races
of theseason.

Rowleygoesontour
IainRowleystarteda four-week
European forayyesterday,starting
withcommitmentsatbothZolderand
Charade thisweekend.FromZolderhe
will head toLithuania tostart the three-
weekendFJuniorBalticTour,wherehe
will race IanRobinson’sLolaMk5.

HISTORICS

Pre ’66 cars return to Goodwood circuit

A focus on 70 years of the

Jaguar XK120 and a return

of Pre ’66 Touring Cars are

among the feature of the

race line-up for the 20th

anniversary edition of the

Goodwood Revival race

meeting (September 7-9).

For the first time since

Tom Kristensen’s victory

in the mighty Ford Fairlane

Thunderbolt in 2015, the St

Mary’s Trophy will run for

pre ’66 touring cars and will

include many contemporary

touring car stars.

After a two-year sabbatical,

the Fordwater Trophy

returns to evoke memories

of the early Members’

Meetings. The race for

production-based sports and

GT cars from 1948 to 1954 will

feature a large contingent of

Jaguar XK120s to mark the

model’s 70th anniversary.

Dodd plans to help Ginetta G16 celebrations at Thruxton party

GraemeDoddplanstomark50

yearsof theGinettaG16sports-

racingcarbyracinghisexample

intheGuardsTrophyraceat

Thruxton’s50thanniversary

meeting(June2/3).

DoddandhissonJamesproved

ittobearacewinneragainstthe

mightof theChevronB8pack

thatusuallysetsthepaceinthe

GuardsTrophyraces.However,

theformerWorcestershireRacing

Associationcarhasnotbeenused

forseveralseasons.“Ithasbeenin

thegarageforaboutfouryears

andasitis50thisyearwedecided

toraceitagain,”saidDodd.“I’ve

hadalotof funintheGinetta.”

TheDoddsalsoplantorace

theGinettawithMastersatthe

SilverstoneClassicalthough

theirmainfocusfortheseason

issharinganE-typeinthe

JaguarClassicChallenge.

ByPaulLawrence

TheFormulaAtlantic
single-seater category
from the 1970s is set for
a revival, startingwith a
pilot race at the Legends
ofBrandsHatchmeeting
on June 30/July 1.

TheHistoricSportsCarClub

willrunadedicatedFormula

Atlanticclassforthecars

withintheDerekBellTrophy

racesatBrandsasthecategory

headstowardsits50th

anniversaryin2021.

Primemoversof theideaare

IainRowleyandAlanMorgan,

theoriginatorsof Historic

FormulaFord2000,andtheyare

targetingasmanyas15carsto

racealongsidetheFormula5000

andFormula2carsatBrands.

RowleyandMorganarekeen

togetmoreAtlanticcarsback

toracingandalreadyhavea

database of around 40 cars.

“I’ve always thought a Formula

Atlantic was a proper racing

car,” said Rowley. “We’d like to

get as many as 15 cars on the

grid as well as a display of non-

running cars in the paddock.”

Morgan added: “If things go

well at Brands Hatch then

we’d like some stand-alone

races next year. But we will

work with the HSCC Historic

F2 series as that also has

classes for Formula Atlantics.”

Formula Atlantic grew out

of the US Formula B category

and started in the UK in 1971

for 1600cc single-seater racing

cars powered by production-

based twin-cam engines.

The class gained

considerable support and was

a support race to the British

Grand Prix but faded later in

the 1970s under the threat

from Formula 3.

Seventies single-seater category is reborn in the UK

FORMULA ATLANTIC
SERIES IS REVIVED

DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH
ABBIE
EATON
Age: 26Lives:Northampton

Racing a Holden

IN BRIEF

‘Simms will race

at Charade’
Brits travel abroad, below
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She followed her dad 
into racing
“I was at a track from two months 
old as my dad Paul was racing 
karts, so I’ve grown up with it. I 
followed him up through Eurocars, 
snapping at his heels. I started 
in karts in 2002 as I got a kart for
 my 10th birthday. I raced through 
the junior karting classes and 
then went to cars.”

She worked up to 
British GT
“I started in SaxMax when I was 15 
and did a couple of years of that and 
then did Production Touring Cars 
for a year and won that. I then went 
into Mazdas but we only did part 
seasons due to lack of funds but I 
did a full year in 2014 and won the 
championship. I moved into GT 
Cup with a BMW M3 for a part 
season before British GT. Last year 
I did one round of Blancpain and 
that level of GT racing is epic.”

The Holden Commodore 
is for fun
“I want to get back to enjoying 
racing again without the politics, 
so that’s why I’ve jumped into the 
Holden Commodore with dad. He 
imported it from Australia two years 
ago as a trackday car that needed 
a lot of work. He stripped and 
rebuilt it and it is his pride and joy. 
He’s very kindly put me in the car 
this season.”

Donington was the debut
“We did one and a half test days 
before racing it in the Super Touring 
races at the Donington Historic 
Festival. It’s a massive learning 
curve and the car still needs a lot of 
work on set-up. We’re in our class 
and it should be quick, but it just 
needs to have time invested in it. 
That’s what this season is all about.”

She’s keen to do more 
historic racing
“I want to do a two-driver race 
with my dad: that’s a massive thing 
I want to tick off the list. When I 
started racing he stopped, but he’s 
out of retirement now.  I’d love to do 
some more historic racing and I’d 
love to jump in as many cars as 
possible. That’s what I always try 
and do if I get the opportunity.”

She does TV work
“I’m the driver on the Grand Tour TV 
series and I drive some amazing 
cars around the track. It is a lot of 
fun and you get to go to some cool 
places and do some cool things. 
Idoa lotof instructingaswell
asotherTVwork.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Forty FAtlantic 

are available

Eaton: growing TV career

Walker gets some help from rivals to return to the rally stages

Rally driver Alan Walker has 

already started the rebuild of  

his Ford Escort Mk2 after it was 

heavily damaged on the Pirelli 

Rally last month. 

The car cartwheeled in a 

Kielder ditch and was later 

T-boned by the Hillman Avenger 

of  Eliot Retallick.

Walker immediately received 

offers of  help and parts from 

fellow competitors and hopes to 

have it repaired in time for the 

Carlisle Stages or Red Kite Stages 

in June. “It could have been a lot 

worse and I’ve had offers of  help 

from people like Ben Friend, Will 

Onions, Rob Smith and Ieuan 

Rowlands,” said Walker. “I 

should get all the parts I need 

fairly quickly.”

Steven Worrad raced a 
Datsun YB110 in the 70s 
Road Sports invitation 
class at Cadwell Park. 
Worrad took the 1972 
1200cc car from France 
in exchange for a touring 
car and hopes to race it 
two or three more times 
this summer. As one of 
only three such cars 
believed to be racing in 
Europe, the car is for sale. 

Walker aims to rally again

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  MAY 23 2018  9



Ogier was given a 

penalty in Mexico

HOW THIERRY NEUVILLE VAULTED TO THE TOP IN PORTUGAL PAGE 20

RALLY NEWS

By David Evans

The direction of this year’s World 
Rally Championship title took what 
could yet be a decisive turn last 
week. Not at round six in Portugal, 
but in Paris, where the outcome 
from the FIA’s International Court 
of Appeal was announced. 

At Rally Mexico in March, Sebastien 

Ogier was stripped of  his four powerstage 

bonus points after he hit a chicane in the 

final stage. He was one of  six drivers to 

hit the barrier in Las Minas, but he was 

the only one given a penalty. 

In what’s rapidly turning into the 

tightest fight for the drivers’ title in 

years, those four points could be crucial 

at the end of  the season. 

According to many in the service park,  

that decision has exposed shortcomings 

in the regulations and set a potentially 

troublesome precedent – with Hyundai’s 

Dani Sordo and Toyota man Esapekka 

Lappi penalised under the same 

regulation at the Rally of  Portugal.  

Motorsport News has obtained key 

evidence from the appeal, which raises 

further questions over the decisions 

taken following the events of  March’s 

Rally Mexico. 

A quick recap…
The Las Minas stage ran twice on the 

final day of  Rally Mexico in March – 

SS21 and SS22, the latter being the 

points-paying powerstage. After 

watching Thierry Neuville’s Hyundai 

i20 Coupe WRC collide with all three 

parts of  the chicane, clattering the plastic 

barriers, M-Sport Ford World Rally Team 

co-ordinator Iain Tullie contacted the 

event organisers seeking clarification of  

the consequences of  hitting the chicane. 

By return email – to all of  the teams – 

deputy clerk of  the course for Rally 

Mexico Jaime del Palacio said: “Any 

deviation from the route specified by 

the roadbook, specifically not going 

around the elements of  the chicane at 

box 18 on SS22 will be referred to the 

stewards for further investigation.”

Ogier hit the first two elements of  the 

chicane in SS22, was referred to the 

stewards and had 10 seconds added to 

his time for the stage. He dropped from 

second fastest to seventh. Second 

quickest brought four points, seventh 

gave him zero bonus points from 

the powerstage.

M-Sport appealed that decision. 

The appeal was heard by the FIA’s 

International Court of  Appeal on Friday 

May 4 and last week the decision was 

announced stating it upheld the 

stewards’ decision. 

Making the chicanes
The FIA’s Rally Safety Guidelines 

offers advice on how to make and space 

chicanes sensibly and safely. It states 

chicanes should be made from straw 

bales, water tanks, a wall of  connected 

tyres or a concrete barrier. The Las 

Minas chicane was made of  plastic so 

light M-Sport presented evidence of  

a child pushing one of  the barriers 

along the ground. 

Some of the most compelling evidence 

from M-Sport comes in the numbers from 

Ogier’s car in the stage. The data trace of  

Ogier’s Fiesta between 10,920 and 10,980 

metres in the stage – the location of  the 

chicane –  shows significantly more 

steering input as the Frenchman 

attempts to negotiate the first element 

of  the chicane on SS22 than on SS21, but 

after that the input is the same. Crucially, 

the car speed in that 60-metre section of  

the stage is virtually identical. 

What’s good for one stage
Ogier contravened sporting regulation 

14.2 in Mexico. In a nutshell, that rule 

stipulates crews must follow the route 

as laid out in the roadboook. In the 

stewards’ eyes, he failed to do that 

and was penalised.

Key figures in the sport are questioning 

why Neuville wasn’t penalised in the 

same fashion after he hit the chicane 

in SS21 – and, therefore, similarly failed 

to follow the designated route. The same 

rules apply to every stage.

Deviation from route
M-Sport directed the appeal to a 

stewards’ decision from the 2014 Rally 

Poland, when Andreas Mikkelsen was 

found guilty of  deviating from the route – 

a contravention of  the same regulation 

which Ogier fell foul of. 

The Norwegian’s Volkswagen Polo R 

WRC was caught cutting a corner with 

all four wheels on the grass. He was 

handed a €5000 [£4300] fine and no time 

penalty. At the time, Mik kelsen’s route 

was both shorter and faster. M-Sport has 

offered evidence to demonstrate Ogier’s 

route through the chicane in SS21 could 

not have offered an advantage of  more 

than a tenth of  a second.

Not all barriers are equal
What’s not widely known is that at least 

four other leading drivers hit the same 

chicane in SS22. The pictures opposite 

show Sebastien Loeb, Jari-Matti Latvala, 

Dani Sordo and the powerstage winner 

Ott Tanak all colliding with the chicane. 

According to the ICA, the important 

aspect of  their collision is that they 

hit the second and third barriers. 

The FIA ICA outlined the reasons it 

felt the first barrier was more important 

Outrage as Frenchman
was the only one hit
with post-stage censure
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Ogier claimed the Mexican

win, but there was a sour taste

says...
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than the other two, stating: “The 

Court finds that this makes an 

essential difference between the other 

competitors’ case and the case of  the 

Appellant’s car No. 1, as the first set 

of  elements of  a chicane has the most 

important impact when it comes to: (i) 

adapting the car’s path, (ii) reducing 

the car’s speed and (iii) meeting the 

safety objectives of  a chicane.”

In its evidence to the appeal, 

the governing body stated Ogier, 

“did not merely touch the elements 

of  the chicane but completely displaced 

the first element and was the only one 

to do so”.

Reaction
M-Sport Ford team principal Malcolm 

Wilson offered the only comment from 

the British squad. 

He told MN: “As you can imagine, 

we’re very disappointed with the 

decision. We felt – and we still feel – 

wehaveaverystrongcasehere.We’re

veryinterestedtoseewherewego

fromhere.”

One of  the primary concerns from 

the decision is the precedent this 

decision sets. 

“What now?” said one senior service 

park source. “Every time a driver clips 

a corner, hits a chicane or touches a 

tyre barrier, do we expect the stewards 

to step in? 

“In Mexico these were lightweight 

plastic barriers that were very, very 

easily displaced. 

“We had somebody in the stage 

watching this section and when 

Neuville destroyed the chicane, the 

barriers weren’t put back in exactly 

the same place they were before he 

hit them. How could they be when 

there were no markings on the road 

to say where they had to be? 

“Look at the difference between 

Ogier and Tanak coming through 

in SS22. For Tanak, the grey barrier 

is nearest the car whereas when 

Ogier went through it was the orange 

barrier–whichiswideratthebase.

Thisisbecausethebarrierswereput

backwrongly.”

Oneof thethings

thisdecisionwould

appeartoexposeisa

lackof consistency,

notonlyinthe

structureand

placementof chicanes–butalsointhe

approachfromthepowersthatbe.

Wegotanotherexamplelast

Saturdaynightwithastewards’

decisionwhichleftSordo(and,after

thefinishonSunday,EsapekkaLappi)

hitwitha10spenaltyfornotgoing

aroundthetyresinRallyof Portugal’s

Portostreetstage(seebelow).

Apre-eventbulletinfromthe

organisersstated:“Apenaltyof

30secondswillbeappliedtoany

competitorwhofailstofollowthe

indicatedrouteatanyof thesepoints.”

IntheirdecisionregardingSordo’s

infringement,thestewardsjustifya

10-secondpenaltybysaying:“Bulletin

1setsa30-secondtimepenaltytobe

appliedtoanycompetitorwhofails

tofollowtherouteasindicatedinthe

diagrams.However,thestewards

considerthatthepenaltystatedin

Bulletin1ismerelymeantforcases

whereadriverfailstocomplete

allnecessarylapsaroundeach

roundaboutandnotforcaseswhere

thebalesaredisplacedbyaccident.”

Inthatcase,what’sthepointof

thebulletin?Where’sthecontinuity

of ruleandregulation?Clearly,by

hittingthetyres,Sordodidn’tmake

the270-degreeturn–thediagramin

thebulletinshowsalinegoingaround

thetyresandnotthroughthetyres

Thebulletinmakesnomentionof a

penaltyforhittingthetyres–butin

Mexicotherewasnomentionof a

penalty for hitting the chicane. If

hitting the tyres is following the route

in Portugal; then hitting the chicane

is following the route in Mexico.

Now more than ever we need

strength of leadership, permanent

stewards, a uniform approach and,

above anything, concrete regulation.

At the Monza Rally, for example,

crews know, they hit a chicane and

it’s a five-second penalty. Ogier,

Sordo, Lappi and others would

certainly have given the barriers a

wider berth. Let’s have the same here.

A few years ago, the FIA sought input

into the best way to make chicanes,

Rally Germany’s straw bales was

seen as best practice and a regulation

was expected to follow.

And still we wait.

Failure to address this will turn

the teams in on themselves – as

has already started – anda

tit-for-tatapproachwhichwill

costnothingbuttime,moneyand

thesport’scredibility.

ButgettingbacktoMexico,asfar

asIcansee,thepunishmentsimply

doesn’tfitthecrime.Allwecanhope

isthatanychampionshipbattle

involvingOgierisdecidedbya

differentialof morethanfourpoints.

David Evans

Ogier calm despite not 
leading the points table

Hyundai angered as rival team asks officials to look at Sordo tyre contact

Hyundai chief Michel Nandan has

warned of a deterioration in the

relationship between the teams

following Dani Sordo’s penalty

at last week’s Rally of Portugal.

MotorsportNewsunderstands

the stewards were already aware

that Sordo collided with tyres,

raising the potential that he

didn’t follow the prescribed route,

thereby potentially incurring a

penalty (similar to Sebastien

Ogier’s from Mexico). But sources

at Hyundai told MN they were 

sure M-Sport had encouraged 

the organisers to investigate. 

M-Sport declined to comment on 

this speculation.

Nandan said: “If it was me and 

another driver from another 

team did this, I would not have done 

anything about it. The only thing 

written is that if you don’t follow 

the roadboook you are penalised 

by 30 seconds. Dani followed the 

roadbook because he went around 

the tyres. Yes, he touched one, 

but nowhere is it written about 

this. We have seen in Germany the 

chicanes are destroyed, but nothing 

happened. But you asked if I would 

do anything about this [against a 

rival team] and my answer is no, I 

would not – but that is the difference 

between me and them. It’s really 

a shame because we had a really 

nice co-operation between 

everybody, but now it’s different. 

Now we know what the game is.”

Consistency is needed 
to clean up the WRC

Sebastien Ogier has reached the 

mid-point of  the World Rally 

Championship out of  the lead for 

the first time in five years – and 

the Frenchman’s completely 

relaxed about the situation.

Last week’s Rally of  Portugal was 

only the defending champion’s 

second no-score in 24 events. Lying 

fourth, Ogier damaged the steering 

on his Ford Fiesta WRC and retired 

on SS5. Running further up the order, 

he was then unable to secure any 

powerstage points in Sunday’s finale.

Asked about the 19-point difference 

between himself  and Thierry 

Neuville, Ogier said: “You know 

what, I’m happy with that. It’s the 

first time I’m going to have somebody 

in front of  me in Sardinia and maybe 

in Finland and that makes a big, big 

difference. Look where Craig [Breen] 

is here, he’s nowhere because 

he’s first on the road.

“But Sardinia is the tough one 

because normally there’s nearly no 

chance of  any rain – so if  it rains this 

year then I know I am really unlucky. 

For sure, this hasn’t been a successful 

operation this weekend and, of  

course, I would like the points, but the 

season is long and the performance is 

there. These are the positives, but a 

zero is never a good weekend.”

Ogier added that he was looking 

forward to watching Neuville 

running at the front of  the field.

“We saw when he did it last time in 

Mexico he was nowhere,” he added. 

“But it’s good for other drivers to 

see how it is – like I said before, they 

normally say: ‘Ah, it’s Ogier, he’s 

complaining too much.’ Let’s see.”

Ogier failed to finish in Portugal

Ogier’s championship lead at the 

mid-point of the last five years 

compared to this season
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Other drivers touched the barriers

Sordo copped a censure for hitting tyres on Rally Portugal last weekend



The BRC will

star at Rallyday

McKNIGHT BEATS 2WDs ON SCOTTISH RALLY, BOGIE TAKES 50TH WIN PAGE 14
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TheNickyGrist Stages will 

runasplit-field format with 

lower-powered two-wheel-

drivecarsat the front on July 

14,whilealso unveiling new 

prizesforthose cars. 

Last month the Motor Sports

Association announced that 

rallies would be able to split 

fields into two, and reverse 

the seeding of  the first group 

if  it wanted to. 

That allows events to place 

older historic and two-wheel-

drive cars at the front of  the 

order giving them better road 

conditions. Since 2015, those 

cars have run at the back in 

the ruts of  more powerful two 

and four-wheel-drive cars.

For this year’s NG Stages – 

using stages Crychan, 

Halfway, Route 60 and tests in 

the north Epynt forests – tyre 

distribution firm Mr Tyre 

will offer two free covers to the 

winners of  the 1400cc class and

H1/2 class respectively, and 

Aftertakingthirdlasttimeout,

CameronDavieswasoncoursefora

firstPeugeot208IbericaCupwinbefore 

hiscarcaughtfireonaroadsection.

WelshmanDavies,winnerof the

PrestoneMotorsportNewsJunior

BritishRallyChampionshipclasson

lastyear’sScottishRally,struggled

ontheopeningroundinApril,after

ninemonthsoutof thecar.

Butaftertheopeningsuperspecial,

it tookDaviesandnewco-driverMax

Freemanjusttwostagestotakethe

lead,holdinga26.1sleadoverJosep

MasBassasandEuropeanRally

ChampionshipUnder27classwinner

DiegoGagointheirPRRacing208R2.

Butthecarignitedonaroadsection,

andevenwithapoliceescortthrough

thePortuguesemotorways,thecrew

werestill lateforserviceandtooka

30-secondpenalty.

Anyhopesof winningweredashedby 

apunctureonthenextstage,butthey

recoveredtotakethirdoverall inthe

Cupforasecondeventinarow.

 Drivers have praisedtheformat

of the RSAC ScottishRally

after it ran as thefirsteventin

Scotland with two-wheeldrives

at the front sincetheideawas

made popular by Rally 2WD.

The 50-car 2WD field got 

underway at 0800hrs Saturday 

with the 35-car 4WD contingent 

setting off  at 1100hrs.

The 2WDs contested a double 

run of Twiglees and Castle O’er 

before returning to service just 

as the 4WDs were starting. 

At which point the 2WDs left 

to do the split stage at the north 

end of  Ae Forest followed by the 

rest of  the field after service.

Finishing fourth overall in 

his Vauxhall Corsa in the 

2WD event, Angus Lawrie 

commented: “Running first 

on the road is good, I’m really 

happy – and the car is not 

getting wrecked.”

Ross Hughes – the Ecosse 

Challengewinner wasalso

complimentary in his Citroen 

C2. It was the first time he had 

run as high as 19th on the road.

“There were no big ruts and 

no big rocks,” he said. “Much 

better than the existing system 

– I would like all events to 

run like this!”

Event winner and Skoda 

Fabia R5 driver David Bogie 

was also positive about the 

idea: “I don’t really mind. 

If  it gets more people into the 

sport then I’m all for it.”

The format has been 

formalised by the MSA and 

from July 1 onwards, events 

will be able to divide into two 

fields, and those fields can 

be reverse seeded or by class.

Nicky Grist Stages
gets tyre prizes Even police escort

can’t save Davies win
Crews like split
Scottish seeding

RALLY NEWS

BRC JOINS 
RALLYDAY

ByDavidEvans

TheBritishRallyChampionship
will join forceswithRallyday
aspartof its60thanniversary
celebrations inSeptember.

TheBRCisnostrangertotheCastle

Combeevent,butthisyearwillbethe

biggestpresenceyetfromBritain’s

premierrallyseries.BRCmanagerIain

Campbellexplainedoneof theattractions

of RallydayisitsWiltshirelocation.

Campbellsaid:“Oursix-round

calendartakestheBritishRally

Championshipupanddownthe

country–andintomainlandEurope–

butEngland’ssouth-westisanarea

where,beforenow,wehadn’tbeen

abletoreachinthewaywewanted.

We’veattendedRallydaybefore,butin

nothinglikethecapacitywewillthis

year.We’llbringallthebellsandwhistles.”

RallydayorganiserTomDavissaid

hewasdelightedtohosttheBRC

celebrations,saying:“It’sagenuine

honourtobeworkingwiththeBritish

RallyChampionship.We’vealready

gotplentyof BRC-relatedcelebrations

linedupwithtwoof theseries’biggest

andmostsuccessfulnames:Jimmy

McRaeandRussellBrookesjoiningus

ontheday.”

Thevenuewashosttooneof the

keymeetings–heldin2015–revealing

detailsabouttheBRC’srelaunchfor

the2016season.

BRC had 2015 meeting at Combe

Lawrie running first 

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Rally damage On Event

Accident damage On Track

Storage and Transit

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

Liability   

Personal Accident

Track day

Log on to www.ryanmi.com to obtain your online quote

Email – info@ryanmi.com Tel – +44 (0)1799 524202
Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Its Financial Services Register number is 312026

there will also be a draw for 

another two tyres for Rally 

First class competitors. 

NG Stages clerk of  the 

course Neil Cross said: 

“Attracting the smaller-

capacity cars and crews 

who have drifted away from 

the sport due to the seeding 

rules is very important to 

us as an event. 

“We are therefore delighted 

that Mr Tyre (Motorsport) 

has provided these incentives 

for the lower-powered cars, 

which will benefit from 

running at the front of  the 

field, and we hope this will 

entice some of those crews 

back out onto the stages.” 

The Carlisle Stages on June 9 

will be the first BTRDA event 

to run with a split field, with 

full MSA approval.

NG Stages confirms split seeding intent for 2018 event

Yates takes seventh in Antibes in Belgium prep
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Championship celebrates at Castle Combe

Rhys Yates prepared for the Ypres Rally 

with seventh on Rally Antibes, which 

uses stages from Rally Monte Carlo. 

Yates tackled tests like the infamous 

Col de Turini in his Skoda Fabia R5 to 

take a strong result in a bid to prepare for 

the BRC’s switch to asphalt for the next 

three events. After Ypres the series visits 

Northern Ireland for the Ulster and the 

Isle of  Man, before switching back to 

gravel for Wales Rally GB.  The event 

was won by Bryan Bouffier, debuting a 

Hyundai i20 R5, by 50.1s ahead of  the 

new Citroen C3 R5 driven by Yoann 

Bonato. Also on the event was the 

Peugeot Sport Cup, which Welsh 

competitor Meirion Evans has stepped 

up to from the BRC this year. 

He suffered brake problems on SS2, 

but recovered to set top 10 stage times.  



JackLeesehassufferedabroken

legafterahigh-speedaccidenton

thePlainsRallyearlierthis

monthwhenhisPeugeot208R2

rolledoutof contention.

Leeseandco-driverMichael

Gilbeyhadbeenfightingfor

BTRDAR2RallyeCuphonours

andwereleadingwhenthecar’s

rearwheeldroppeddownabank

inaquickright-handeronSS3in

Gartheiniog,sendingthecar

rollingintotrees.

LeesewastakentotheRoyal

StokeUniversityhospitaland

hadhisfemurpinned.Gilbey

didn’tsufferanymajorinjuries,

althoughLeesewasrestingon

Gilbey’sheadforoveranhouras

thecarremainedonitssideand

Leesehadundonehisbelts.

“Itfelt likewewererolling

forever,”saidGilbey,who

creditedtherescueteamandthe

crewof carsix–IanJoeland

GraemeWood,whohadearlier

goneoff onthenextcorneron

fromthe208.

“IanandGraemeespecially

weremagnificent.Theykept

Jackstableuntilthe

professionalsturnedup,andit

wasIanhimself whostoodinthe

roadtostopthenextavailable

carandgetthemtoradioour

incidentin.”

AstatementfromtheBTRDA

added:“BothJackandMichael,

andtheirfamilies,extendtheir

mostheartfeltthankstoIanJoel

andGraemeWoodandother

crewswhowereonthescene,

marshals,rescuecrew,doctors

andtheWelshAirAmbulance

fortheirswiftandprofessional

responseonSaturday.Without

theirexcellentwork,the

outcomemaywellhavebeen

lesspositive.

“Thecrewalsowishto

thankeveryonewhogotin

touchwithwellwishes

followingtheaccident,andlook

forwardtocatchingupwith

everyoneonaneventsometime

inthenearfuture.”

Gilbeysufferedanotherbig

crashonSaturday’sNightOwl

roadrally,hishomeevent.He

anddriverAndyDavieswere

uninjuredafterleavingtheroad

intheirSubaruImpreza,which

appearsrepairable.

‘Discounted tickets for
World Rallycross in the UK’
MN special offer for Silverstone, p16
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Champions set
for Donegal

Payton’s strong form continues at TSH

Modified Escort Mk2 battle falls to Meade
Carlow Mini Stages Rally
By Maurice Malone  

Organiser: Carlow CC When: May 20 Where: Carlow Town, 
County Carlow Championship: Midlands East 
Stages: 6 Starters: 113

Barry Meade and Colin Fitzgerald 

emerged victorious on the Carlow 

Mini Stages Rally, after a hotly-

contested battle.

With an entry of  top Modified men, 

Carlow Car Club’s event promised a 

very entertaining day, the stages 

were extremely slippery after heavy 

overnight rain followed a dry spell. 

Top seed David Condell was an 

early retirement after hitting a 

chicane, as Vivian Hamill went 

quickest initially. Despite an 

alternator scare caused by an idler 

pulley, Meade’s Escort took the 

lead on SS2 and stayed there for 

the remainder of  the event, chased 

hard by Ian Barrett in his Darrian 

T90 GTR and Frank Kelly.

It looked as if  Barrett was going to 

have the edge on Meade, but visibility 

issues thanks to a broken windscreen 

wiper meant that Cork driver Meade 

held on, with Frank Kelly second 

and Enda O’Brien in third. Ed 

O’Callaghan missed out on a podium 

by just 1.5 seconds.

Results
1 Barry Meade/Colin Fitzgerald (Ford Escort Mk2) 46m40s; 
2 Frank Kelly/Lorna Kelly (Escort Mk2) +10.8s; 3 Enda 
O’Brien/John Butler (Escort Mk2); 4 Ed O’Callaghan/Keith 
McCarthy (Escort Mk2); 5 Kevin Gallagher/Noel O’Sullivan 
(Darrian T90 GTR); 6 Ian Barrett/Eoin O’Flaherty (T90 
GTR); 7 Adrian Hetherington/Ronan O’Neill (Escort Mk2); 
8 Damien Toner/Paddy McCague (Escort Mk2); 9 Tommy 
Doyle/Jeff Case (Escort Mk2); 10 Wesley Patterson/Johnny 
Baird (Escort Mk2).
Class winners:  Barry Hennessy/Brian Rowan (Honda Civic); 
Kevin Horgan/Ian Chadwick (Skoda Fabia R2); Emmet Lyons/
JP Ruth (Honda Integra); Paul Barrett/Declan Tumilty 
(Mitsubishi Lancer E10); William Mains/Gwynfor Jones 
(Vauxhall Nova); Padraig Gorman/Shane Gorman (Toyota 
Starlet); James Bradley/Maria Kehoe (Civic); Terence 
O’Shaughnessy/Eugene McGrath (Toyota Corolla); Philip 
Hamilton/Joe Comerford (Escort Mk2); Darren Hamill/Karl 
Egan (Escort Mk2); Gallagher/O’Sullivan; Jordan Hone/Paul 
Hone (Opel Adam); Ian Davies/Ryland James (BMW M3); 
Andrew Fanning/Derek Gibbs (Proton Satria Neo S2000); 
Darragh Kelly/Eamonn Doherty (Escort Mk2); James Cassidy/
Jane Collins (Escort Mk2); Gareth James/Steffan Evans 
(Escort Mk2); Meade/Fitzgerald.

Four of the last five Irish

Tarmac Rally champions

will take part in next

month’s Donegal

International Rally.

Garry Jennings, Declan

Boyle, Donagh Kelly and

current title holder Sam

Moffett have all entered

the event.

They will be joined by

the current leaders of the

ITRC, Josh Moffett and

team-mate Andy Hayes.

Entries closed last week

and organisers have

confirmed that Desi Henry

as well as Jonathan Greer,

Robert Barrable and Daniel

Cronin are among the other

leading names who will be

vying to lift the Jim

Kennedy Memorial

Trophy over the weekend

of June 15-17.

Clerk of the course,

Eamon McGee, said the

three-day competition

will return to well-known

special stages once again

in 2018.

“Crews demand the

classic stages such as

Fanad, Knockalla, Gartan,

High Glen and Atlantic

Drive, so obviously they

are all in our plans, plus a

few stages that haven’t

been used in a few years,”

he revealed.

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

I
t’shard toquantify justhow
muchaDonegal International
Rallywinmeans toaDonegal
man,but if youcan imagine
what itmightbe like towin
the Indy500,MonacoGPand

LeMansandthenmultiply that feeling
by10, youbegin togetsome idea.

This year’seventhas themakingsofa
classic,withManusKellyon top form,and
DonaghKellypullingoutall thestops
(includinga thoroughpreparationand
fitnessprogramme) inabid tograba
maidenwin.

‘Mandy’– thenicknameofManusKelly’s
Impreza– isundoubtedly the favourite,
fresh fromabrilliantdrive inKillarneyand
with theaddedconfidence thatcomes from
knowinghehaswhat it takes todo the job
afterhis2016and2017wins.

Garry Jenningshaswon twicebefore,
althougha lackof seat time recentlymay
workagainsthim,and2014victorDeclan
Boylecanbeguaranteed tostickhisFord
FiestaRSWRCin themixagainst the
two-litreWRCs.

Despite their age, theoldWorldRally
Cars favouredby theaforementioned
crewsclearlyhave the legson theR5
machines, but the competition for Irish 
Tarmac points will be no less frenetic. A 
tight three-way scrap for the title between 
the Moffett brothers and Robert Barrable 
means that Donegal points will be vital for 
each contender, the pace this year 
seemingly cranked up another level. 
Desi Henry will be eager to build on his 
excellent speed, too.

If that’s not enough, there’s also the 
customarily huge Modified field, with 
battles guaranteed in each of the many 
classes. Donegal in June is akin to a 
festival, and past events have entered into 
rallying folklore.

Let’s take a brief look back at 1999 as an 
example. Ian Greer led the title race by a 
single point from the late Bertie Fisher, and 
the top 10 was filled with iconic names like 
Nesbitt, McHale, Meagher and Cullen.

A classic weekend was to follow, with 
more drama than you could shake a stick at. 
Nesbitt ditched his Impreza within the first 
few miles, then spent the rest of the rally 
climbing back up through the field at a 
ferocious pace. Greer was excluded due to 
an underweight Celica and ran under 
appeal.  Fisher was caught out on Kindrum 
Lake with a puncture that led to an off, and 
local man James Cullen looked to be out of 
contention with a ruptured Pirelli on the 
first morning.

Incredibly, Cullen edged his way back up 
to the front by the Sunday afternoon finish 
ramp in Letterkenny, and in doing so, 
became the first Donegal driver to win his 
home International twice. With Mandy 
equalling that accolade last year, and now 
gunning for an unprecedented three-in-a-
row, there is sure to be some spectacle in 
the hills come the middle of June.

Leese on the

Rallynuts Stages

LEESE BREAKS LEG IN CRASH

“Donegal: t
one they al
want to win

RALLYING IN IRELAND

RALLY REPORTS

MAURICE
MAL

TSH Stages Rally 
By Ian Harden

Organiser: South Hams MC When: May 19/20 
Where: RAF Portreath, Cornwall 
Championships: ASWMC Sealed Surface; ACSMC 
Tarmacadam; Gwynnespeed Rally Challenge 
Starters: 65 Stages: 14

Josh Payton and co-driver 

Marcus Mizen produced a 

dominant performance on day 

two of the TSH Stages Rally, 

setting four fastest times on the 

trot to turn a 19s overnight lead 

into a 1m2s winning margin 

over Paul King/Alicia Miles. 

The two Ford Escort Mk2 

crews headed third-placed 

Tony Rees/Jamie Vaughan’s 

Darrian T90 GTR by 11s at the 

end of  a hard-fought 110 stage 

miles that saw nearly half  of  

the 65 starters retire . 

Saturday’s nine stages 

featured a neck and neck tussle 

for the lead between Payton, 

King, Rees and Kev Carr/Chris 

Pippen (Escort Mk2). But for 

second seeds Martin Waters/

Ian Edwards (BMW E30 325i) it 

was the proverbial early bath, 

retiring with a broken 

driveshaft after SS1.  

Day two, Sunday, consisted 

of  five much longer stages. 

King got on the gas first, 

reducing the lead to two 

seconds. But Payton 

responded with four fastest 

times, settling the issue on 

SS13 by stopping the clocks 

14s faster than his rival. 

Behind Rees, Carr’s strong 

run finished on SS10 due to 

electrical problems. 

Paul Davis/Keith Richings 

(Vauxhall Corsa) continued 

their recent good form by 

winning the 1400cc class after 

leading from SS1. 

Results
1 Josh Payton/Marcus Mizen (Ford Escort Mk2) 
2h08m14s; 2 Paul King/Alicia Miles (Escort Mk2) 
+1m02s; 3 Tony Rees/Jamie Vaughan (Darrian 
GTR+); 4 Dan Gibson/Alf Chanter (Darrian T90); 
5 John Saunders/Tony Hart (MG Metro 6R4); 
6 Lyndon Barton/Ricky Williams (Escort Mk1); 
7 Tony Rendell/Lisa Simeone (Escort Mk1); 8 Matt 
Cusens/Sam Julian (BMW 328 Compact); 9 Sam 
Perring/Amy Fergus (BMW E36 328 Coupe); 
10 Stuart Larbey/Freddy Larbey (Subaru Impreza 
S7 WRC). Class winners: Paul Davis/Keith 
Richings (Vauxhall /Corsa), Rendell/Simeone, 
Gibson/Chanter, King/Miles, Saunders/Hart.

Payton/Mizen secured a clear victory on the TSH Stages

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

The rescheduled Night Owl Rally was 
won for the second year in succession by 
Kevin Davies/Dale Bowen. Despite a 
severe misfire, the pair were fastest over 
the first section. They stopped to rectify 
the fault, a process that put them within 
danger of going over their time limit for 
the rest of the very long first ‘half’. They 
survived to take another comfortable win.

Their task was made easier by the 
retirement of three of the other top five 
seeds; Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey, 
Irfon Richards/Dylan Jenkins and Steve 
Woods/Sean Crowley all failed to make it 
to the halfway mark.

Deion Atkinson/Aron Jones were the 
winners of a closely fought Rally Cwm 

Cynfal. They had led for most of the 
second half before being overhauled on 
the penultimate test by Rhys Morris/Med 
Price. However, they managed to retake 

the lead on the final test in the Lechwedd 
Slate Quarry, a stage that is soon to be 
used on the Rally GB.

Ian Mills

Results
Night Owl Rally
Organiser: Aberystwyth & District MC When: May 19/20 
Where: Mid-Wales Championships: ANWCC Route: 100 
Miles Starters: 65.
1 Kevin Davies/Dale Bowen (Ford Escort) 3m12s; 2 Richard 
Williams/Cadog Davies (Escort) +41s; 3 Gareth Edwards/
Dafydd Evans (Escort); 4 Kevin Jones/Alan James (Toyota 
Corolla); 5 Mark Lennox/Ian Beamond (Escort); 6 Martin 
Curzon/Rob Thomas (Escort).
Class winners: Curzon/Thomas; Gareth Flyn/Michael 
Jones (Citroen Saxo); Danny Hanson/Rob Williams (Saxo).

Rali Cwm Cynfal
Organiser: Bala & District MC When: May 20 Where: 
North-West Wales Route: 15 Tests Starters: 59.
1 Deion Atkinson/Aron Jones (BMW 318Ti) 27m37s; 2 Rhys 
Morris/Med Price (Vauxhall Nova) +06s; 3 Howard Price/
Baz Green (Subaru Impreza); 4 Iwan Rhys Jones/Sera 
Roberts (BMW 318Ti); 5 Alun Morris/Dylan Richards (BMW 
Compact); 6 Sion James/Sian Evans (Peugeot 205 GTi). 
Class winners: Jones/Evans; Morris/Richards.
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RESULTS

Scottish Rally Championship, round 4/7, May 19, Dumfries

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 David Bogie/Kevin Rae Skoda Fabia R5 42m38s

2 Mark McCulloch/Michael Hendry Ford Fiesta R5 +1m11s

3 Rory Young/Paul Beaton Ford Fiesta R5 +1m30s

4 John Wink/John Forrest Hyundai i20 R5 +1m46s

5 Donnie MacDonald/Andrew Falconer Ford Fiesta R5 +1m50s

6 Bruce McCombie/Michael Coutts Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m20s

7 Andrew Gallacher/Jane Nicol Ford Focus WRC +2m31s

8 Scott McCombie/Mark Fisher Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m56s

9 Michael Binnie/Claire Mole Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +3m00s

10 Jock Armstrong/Cameron Fair Subaru Impreza +3m01s

2WD event: 1 GregMcKnight/HarryMarchbank (Ford Escort Mk2) 46m05s; 2 IainWilson/ChrisWilliams (Escort Mk2)+1m05; 3
MatthewRobinson/Dave Robson (Escort Mk2); 4 Angus Lawrie/Paul Gribben (Vauxhall Corsa); 5 Keith Riddick/Kirsty Riddick (MG ZR);
6 Steve Bannister/CallumAtkinson (Escort Mk2); 7 Neil Coalter/Hannah Cessford (Ford Puma); 8 GordonMurray/David O’Brien (Escort
Mk2); 9 Alasdair Currie/GrantMacNiven (Ford Fiesta ST); 10 FraserMacNicol/Sinclair Young (Escort Mk2).
Classwinners (both events): Scott Peacock/Robin Neal (MG ZR); Donald Peacock/TomHynd (Peugeot 205); Lawrie/Gribben;
MacNicol/Young; Bannister/Atkinson; Currie/MacNiven;WilliamPollock/TommyMackin (Ford Escort Mk1); Murray/O’Brien; Binnie/
Mole; McCombie/Coutts;Wink/Forrest; ChrisMcCarthy/Barry Connolly (Land RoverWolf XD)

MacDonaldontop
Both sets of rally results were 

amalgamated at the end of 

the RSAC Scottish in order 

to determine points in the 

ARR Craib Scottish 

Championship. Donnie 

MacDonald has moved to 

the top of the table with 76 

points ahead of early leader 

Andrew Gallacher on 75. 

Mark McCulloch is now third 

on 73 ahead of David Bogie 

on 60 and Greg McKnight 

on 59. John Wink leads the 

Challengers Championship.

Hughes wins C2s
Ross Hughes and Steven Brown 

won the Ecosse Challenge in 

their Citroen C2 VTS from the 

similar car of Andy Struthers 

and Alasdair McIlroy. This time 

Hughes’ machine finished in one 

piece despite losing the brakes 

in SS3. “We burst a brake line 

and had to chuck it into a ditch 

to slow down for a left-seven,” 

said Hughes. Struthers also 

had drama with a two-wheeled 

moment after clipping a rock.

Dusty Riddicks
Looking like refugees from 

a Saharan desert dust storm, 

Keith and Kirsty Riddick 

explained their predicament 

at the rally finish. “At the start 

of the first stage I wound my 

window down to hand out the 

time card,” said Kirsty, “and 

the window jammed. We 

had to do two stages like 

that before we could get it 

fixed.” Keith added: “The 

dust got everywhere.” They 

still finished second in 

class despite a broken 

engine mounting.

Coalter’s lights
After his retirement on the 

Speyside Stages Rally when his 

Ford Puma’s head gasket failed, 

Neil Coalter was pleased with 

third in class behind Angus 

Lawrie and Keith Riddick. “I’ve 

only driven the car 12 miles since 

the rebuild,” said Coalter, “so this 

is my first proper run. We did have 

one problem. We hit a bump and 

the headlamp fell off. We were 

in fifth gear when it came out, hit 

the windscreen and flew over 

the roof.”

Junior Currie
Former BTRDA ST Trophy 

competitor Alasdair Currie 

added to his CV with a top 10 

finish in his Fiesta ST. “I 

caught the dust in the first 

stage, but it was OK after 

that,” he said. “However, I 

need some lead weights in 

the back of the car. The rear 

end was all over the place.” 

He finished as top Junior.

P
erhaps it was apt 
that on Cup Final 
day, north versus 
south, Saturday’s 
RSAC Scottish 
Rally was also 
a game of  two 

halves producing not one, but two 
winning crews. Reunited with 
Kevin Rae as a one-off, David Bogie 
swept to his 50th outright career 
rally victory while Greg McKnight 
and Harry Marchbank scored their 
first outright victory in the ARR 
Craib Scottish Championship.

This year, the Royal Scottish 

Automobile Club organising team had 

introduced the novel ‘two rally’ format 

with the two-wheel-drive competitors 

running first on the road through the 

day’s six forest special stages.  The four-

wheel-drive crews set off  three hours 

later, and that meant two separate 

champagne finishes in Moffat High 

Street later that afternoon – or three 

if  you count the Ecosse Challenge 

celebrations too.

Dust had been a problem for drivers 

the day before at the test day, but the 

breeze was much stronger come the 

rally and it negated the advantage that 

the first car on the road would have. 

Even so, the Skoda Fabia R5 of  Bogie 

set off  at a spanking pace through the 

opening Twiglees test, but ominously, 

only three seconds behind it was the 

Subaru Impreza of  Jock Armstrong 

and Cameron Fair.

Things turned sour for Armstrong 

across the road in Castle O’er when the 

Subaru limped out of  the forest with a 

rear puncture. More importantly, it was 

also almost a minute down on the leader. 

Bogie was quickest again over a re-run 

of  those same two tests pulling into 

Lockerbie Service with a 49-second lead 

over Freddie Milne and Patrick Walsh. 

Most interest was now centred on the 

battle for second place as Milne was at 

the head of  a quartet of  cars covered 

by 20 seconds with the Ford Fiesta 

R5 of  Mark McCulloch and Michael 

Hendry only three seconds behind.

Suddenly the race for the front took on 

a new impetus. Armstrong was quickest 

through the fifth test in Ae by five 

seconds from Bogie with seventh-placed 

Rory Young chasing a piece of  the 

action. He was third quickest ahead of  

McCulloch, John Wink (Hyundai i20 R5) 

and Milne’s Subaru Impreza WRC. 

However, the podium battle was reduced 

by one when young Lawrence Whyte’s 

Fiesta R5 slithered off  the road and out of  

fourth overall in the loose conditions.

As the cars nosed into the final 

stage, there were still just three seconds 

between Milne and McCulloch with 

Young now up to fourth, but as the cars 

appeared at the finish there was no 

sign of  the blue Subaru. Milne had just 

“run out of  road” when the car got two 

wheels on the loose at a tight right-

hander and beached itself, Milne 

robbed of  his best finish.

That promoted a surprised Young to 

third place: “I didn’t start that well and 

didn’t really click until the fifth stage, 

but I feel genuinely sorry for Freddie 

[Milne], he just simply ran out of  room 

and fell off  the road.”

McCulloch therefore finished the event

as the runner-up.

“I was having a good fight with Freddie

[Milne] and I actually got away with it 

twice on the last stage, and Freddie 

didn’t, so I was lucky,” he mused.

Sadly, Armstrong’s fightback into the 

points suffered a setback on the final test

when he punctured for a second time and

finished the rally in 10th place overall.

Bogie was left to reflect on a career 

which has now seen him take his 

50th rally victory since he started 

competing in 2004. 

“It may have looked easy, but it wasn’t,”

he said. “When Jock [Armstrong] got 

a puncture on the second stage and 

dropped half  a minute, that eased the 

pressure right away. The stages were 

hard and it was a case of  managing 

the tyres to make sure I didn’t 

get punctures.”

Earlier, McKnight had taken an 

The CA1 Sport 

driver was fast

Junior winner Currie

Dumfries local Bogiewins 50th rally of his career. By John Fife

BOGIE’S GOLDEN
JUBILEE AT HOME

McKnight won 

in new format

equally impressive victory in the 2WD 

event, despite a string of  niggles which 

hampered progress during the day. 

At the end of  the first stage, the crew 

found that a front shock absorber had 

lost all its oil and they had no spare. 

Later a misfire appeared, caused by 

the ceramic tops of  the spark plugs 

fracturing, although he was fastest 

on five out of  the six stages.

“We were still very lucky,” said 

McKnight at the finish, “the alternator 

failed on the final stage and we didn’t 

have a spare one of  those either.”

Still acclimatising to front-wheel 

drive, Iain Wilson set fastest time on 

the fifth stage to finish second overall 

ahead of  Matthew Robinson making it 

an all-Ford Escort top three. 

In fourth place after a very impressive 

run was the 1600cc Vauxhall Corsa of  

Angus Lawrie with the MG ZR of  Keith 

Riddick in fifth place just beating 

Steve Bannister by seven seconds.

ROUND-UP

McCulloch third in SRC





Photos: fiaworldrallycross.com

Peugeot man Loeb will battle
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WRX SILVERSTONE PREVIEW

THE STARS WHO WILL
SHINE AT SILVERSTONE

Hal Ridge tells the story of the 2018 season so far

E
achof the three 
manufacturers 
either supporting 
or running 
teams in the 
World Rallycross 
Championship 

have crossed the finish line of  
a final first in the opening three
rounds of  the year. 

Although only Volkswagen and 

Peugeot have officially won, 

Mattias Ekstrom crossed the finish 

line of  the season opener in Spain 

first aboard his Audi, before being 

demoted for first-corner contact 

that eliminated Petter Solberg and 

promoted reigning champion 

Johan Kristoffersson onto the top 

step of  the podium. 

The fact is, compared to a season 

of Solberg’s PSRX Volkswagen 

outfit taking the lion’s share of  

success last term, 2018 has been 

fiercely competitive so far.

Kristoffersson leads, having been 

handed victory in Spain and then 

capitalising when EKS Audi Sport 

drivers Ekstrom and Andreas 

Bakkerud tripped over each other 

at the start of  the semi-finals in 

Portugal. That let Kristoffersson 

take a race win which gave him pole

The battle at the 

front is close

Silverstone WRX will bring the noise

Motorsport News has 

partnered with Speedmachine 

to bring fans discounted 

tickets for the Silverstone RX 

round on 25-27 May, 2018.

Speedmachine will deliver 

pure indulgence for fans of  

speed and cars. Join us at the 

UK’s hottest new motorsport 

festival where you can watch 

world-class RX championship 

racing make its official 

debut at Silverstone, listen 

to outstanding live music and 

even get behind the wheel with 

a range of  driving experiences.

Experience overdrive at this 

first of  its kind motorsports 

festival as World Rallycross 

of  Great Britain makes its 

debut at Silverstone. Not only 

can you enjoy a weekend of  

world championship racing, 

but also get behind the wheel 

with test drives, eSports, live 

music, street food, camping 

and much, much more..... 

welcome to Speedmachine.

MN AND SPEEDMACHINE LINK UP ON TICKET OFFER FOR WRX CLASH
A TICKET TO SPEEDMACHINE INCLUDES

 Entry to the World Rallycross of Great Britain 
  Nightly entertainment with Dizzee Rascal, Basement Jaxx (DJ Set), Ministry of Sound, Razorlight, 

Lethal Bizzle and more 
 Test Drives on the Silverstone circuit (first come, first served basis)
 Access to World RX and RX2 paddock 
 On track displays from RX2, Group B, Monster Energy Drift, Ultra 4, Cannon Run 
  Iconic displays of car collections from Pikes Peak, Colin McRae, Prodrive, Players, Supercars, BGM Sports

As part of our partnership with Speedmachine, we have a special discount code to offer you 20% off ticket prices. To redeem, simply use the 

website address below and enter the code RSFRIEND

seetickets.com/event/world-rallycross-of-gb-speedmachine-festival/silverstone-circuit/1214032

Track guide
Although new to World RX this season, almost
all of the permanent competitors have at least
tested on the new Silverstone rallycross
circuit, while some raced in the opening
round of British RX in March, an event won
by Sebastien Loeb ahead of Timmy Hansen
and Andreas Bakkerud.
Motorsport News caught up with some of the
sport’s leading drivers to find out more about
World RX’s newest circuit.

Turn 1:

The opening hairpin
Andreas Bakkerud: “The grip is very high
in Silverstone, so that’s a big challenge for
everyone. Even if we have 600 horsepower
it’s high grip and hard to get a good start.
Turn 1 is a basic, tight-right hairpin, it’s
good to be on pole position, but outside
will be very hard if you’re don’t have a
good start.”

Turn2/3/4:Chicaneonloose
Kevin Hansen: “Then a short straight before
braking quite hard and right, entering the gravel.
It’s very easy to do a mistake and then rotating
to the left on the gravel, which is the second-
slowest corner on the track. Then we accelerate
towards the jump. There’s a small right [before],
which doesn’t really have any effect.”

Jump
Sebastien Loeb: “The jump is quite a good
one. You have to slow down for the corner a
bit before but it’s technical; you need to find
the right measure of the jump, to be able to
brake just after to turn. It’s not easy to have
the right speed.”

Turn 5:Corner after jump
Mattias Ekstrom: “We really have big air and a
hard landing. Then the right hander afterwards
was very slippery on the test.”

Turn 7:Tight right
Hansen: “It’s hard braking for the hairpin. I think
that’s the best place to overtake as it’s a left
before and you need to be still on the left for
the braking, so there maybe you can overtake.
Then you’re throwing it in and really power
sliding through [to the right], exiting towards
the joker. The joker entry is quite much on the
right and very long.”

Turn 8a/9a:Joker lap
Bakkerud: “The joker is very tight. You go in
braking on gravel and it’s very slippery on the
Tarmac because of all the dirt you bring in, so it’s
slippery in the beginning but in the middle there
it’s high grip so if you’re not ready to kick the
clutch then you can suffer a big time loss.”

Turn 8/9:Run to the line
Ekstrom: “When you go normal [not joker] you
go between the tyre walls and over the small
jump up to start/finish. That’s a pretty cool part. I
think the coolest places [for overtaking] will be
the joker merge and over the start-finish line.”

Overtaking opportunities
Johan Kristoffersson: “It’s easy to say that it’s 
a tricky track and impossible to overtake, but to 
be honest in rallycross it’s always very difficult to 
overtake because there is only one line anyway. 
In circuit racing there are racing lines and you 
have debris on the side [of the racing line], but 
in rallycross you always have dust and a lot of 
gravel, so there is still only one line. It doesn’t 
matter how wide the track is, the only overtaking 
happens when someone makes a mistake. 
You just have to stay close and the overtaking 
opportunity is up to the one in front who makes 
a mistake, and when he makes a mistake I will 
overtake him, it doesn’t matter where it is!”

Turn 1 is a tight hairpinSeb LoebKristofferssonKevin Hansen

The jump section

WORLD RALLYCROSSTIMETABLE WRX LEADING ENTRIES

Saturday, May 26

TIME EVENT

0800 Gates open
1000 Warm up (all categories)
1130 Q1 (all categories)
1250 Retro Rallycross, Group B rally demo
1500 Monster Energy Rig Riot
1615 Q2 (all categories) followed by ARX Q3
1830 Autographsession

Silverstone

NO DRIVER-TEAM-CAR

1 Johan Kristoffersson (SWE) 
 PSRX Volkswagen 
 Volkswagen Polo R
2 Ollie O’Donovan (IRL) 
 Ford Fiesta
 5 Mattias Ekstrom (SWE) 
 EKS Audi Sport Audi S1
9 Sebastien Loeb (FRA) 
 Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208
11 Petter Solberg (NOR) 
 PSRX Volkswagen Sweden 
 Volkswagen Polo R
13 Andreas Bakkerud (NOR)
 EKS Audi Sport Audi S1
21 Timmy Hansen (SWE) 
 Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208
42 Oliver Bennett (GBR) 
 BMW Mini Cooper
71 Kevin Hansen (SWE) 
 Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208
96 Kevin Eriksson (SWE) 
 Olsbergs MSE Ford Fiesta
134 Mark Higgins (GBR) 
 Albatec Peugeot 208
177 Andrew Jordan (GBR) 
 MJP Racing Team Austria  
 Ford Fiesta

Sunday, May 27

TIME EVENT

0800 Gates open
0915 Warm up (all categories)
1000 Q3 (WRX and RX2)
1100 Q4 (all categories)
1255 Semi finals (ARX and RX2)
1315 Autograph session
1340 Monster Energy Rig Riot
1445 WRX Semi Finals pre-grid
1500 World RX Semi Final followed by  
 RX2 and World RX Final
1550 Podium
1630 Retro Rallycross, Group B rally demo

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

9

9a

8a Joker

Lap

Route Circuit

Dirt Track

Start

Joker Lap

position for the final and a snowy 

race victory. Peugeot driver 

Sebastien Loeb finished second 

in the opening two rounds before 

winning round three in Belgium. 

That triumph has moved him up 

to second in the standings, while 

Kristoffersson only managed fifth. 

Loeb has had his share of  issues 

too, though: he only made the 

round one semi finals after the 

squad withdrew former MSA 

Junior Rallycross champion 

Kevin Hansen to allow the 

Frenchman to progress. 

Team-mate Timmy Hansen has 

also been on impressive form in 

2018. He dominated semi final two 

in Spain until an electrical problem 

brought his Peugeot 208 to a halt, 

hit a barrier in Portugal while 

fighting for a podium and was then 

spun at the start of  his semi final in 

Belgium. That final problem was a 

precursor to Hansen delivering one 

of  the greatest fightbacks in World 

RX history to make it into the final 

and finish on the podium. 

Volkswagen has undeniable 

pace, EKS’s Audis the most top 

qualifying times – five – of  any team 

so far this season and Peugeot is 

on a roll. Any one of  at least six 

drivers could claim the top step of  

the podium at Silverstone this 

weekend, while the battle to make 

the semi finals will be even tougher 

between the permanent privateer 

outfits (such as GCK, GRX and 

OlsbergsMSE) and wildcard entries 

from MJP Racing, Marklund 

Motorsport and Albatec Racing. 
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70s Road Sports
Race 1: Charles Barter 
(Datsun 240Z)
Race 2: Will Leverett 
(Lotus Europa)
 
Classic Clubmans
Race 1: Mark Charteris 
(Mallock Mk20) 
Race 2: Mark Charteris 
(Mallock Mk20)

Historic Formula 3
Race 1: Jon Milicevic 
(Brabham BT21B)
Race 2: Jon Milicevic 
(Brabham BT21B)

Historic Formula Ford 
1600
Saturday Final: Nelson 
Rowe (Crossle 20F)
Heat: Brian Morris 
(Lola T202)
Sunday Final: Cameron 
Jackson (Lola T200)
Heat: Ed Thurston 
(Elden Mk8)

Historic FF2000
Race 1: Benn Simms 
(Reynard SF77)
Race 2: Benn Simms 

(Reynard SF77)

Historic Formula Junior, 
Front-engined
Race 1: Ray Mallock 
(U2 Mk2)
Race 2: Stuart Roach 
(Condor S2)

Historic Formula Junior, 
Rear-engined
Race 1: Cameron Jackson 
(Brabham BT2)
Race 2: Cameron Jackson 
(Brabham BT2)

Historic Road Sports
Race 1: John Davison 
(Lotus Elan S1)
Race 2: Richard Plant 
(Morgan +8)
 
Historic Touring Cars
Race 1: Jonathan Lewis 
(Austin Cooper S)
Race 2: Roger Stanford 
(Ford Lotus Cortina)

Sprite Midget Challenge
Race 1: Steve Collier 
(MG Midget) 
Race 2: Steve Collier 
(MG Midget)

WINNERS

Jackson (l) leads

Tarling in FF1600

Lincoln’sCameronJacksonhad
only raced a SsangYong pick-up on 
his local circuit prior to the Historic 
Sports Car Club’s annual Wolds 
Trophy event, but a straightforward 
Formula Junior double presaged 
Sunday’s Historic FF1600 victory 
and put him top of the table as the 
fourth winner in as many rounds. 

That was extremely fortuitous, for 

Jackson, leading, missed a gear at 

Charlie’s on lap three and Saturday 

winner Nelson Rowe, essaying to pass, 

was launched into a roll. Rowe’s Crossle 

ended up inverted, its engine bay on fire, 

but escaped serious injury in the race 

stopper (see Racing News).

Jackson, his Lola’s suspension 

tweaked, and Callum Grant, who had 

bravely stopped to help, took the restart 

and finished a subdued 1-2. Richard 

Tarling, third behind Rowe and Grant 

(Merlyn Mk20A) on Saturday – when 

Nelson seized the advantage “rather 

rudely” from Callum onto the Mountain 

– retired when his Jamun’s throttle 

jammed open.

Ed Thurston, 18, sidelined by 

driveshaft UJ failure on day one, won 

Sunday’s qualifying heat from 12th on 

the grid, then came through from net 

14th to a superb third in his Elden Mk8. 

Ben Mitchell (Merlyn Mk20), joint points 

leader with Tarling after Donington, 

spun from third almost to the back at 

Parkonlaponebutrecoveredbrilliantly

tofourth,carvinghiswaybackonto

Thurston’s tail at the chequer.

Saturday’s repechage featured period

Formula Fordsters Glenn Eagling (Lotus

61MX) and Tim Brise (Merlyn Mk20),

plus Stuart Kestenbaum (Crossle 16F),

a class devotee since the early ’80s, at 

its sharp end. Following a full-course

caution period, Brian Morris (Lola T202)

ambushed Eagling to score a precious

first win.    

With clutch issues hampering FJ 

debutant Michael O’Brien (Lotus 22),

Cameron Jackson dominated the 

10th Barry Westmoreland Trophy

rear-engined races in his Tulip Stable

Brabham BT2. Champion Peter de la

Roche chased them on day one in Pat 

Barford’s drum-braked Lola Mk3, 

but clutch failure stopped it on Sunday,

letting in Dundee’s Jonathan Fyda 

(U2 Mk3).

Avowed Cadwell lover Jonathan 

Lewis blitzed Saturday’s Historic 

Touring Car race from pole in his 

Snetterton Speed Shop Cooper S. 

Having chased the tyre-smoking Mini 

the previous day, Rick Belcher was 

uncatchable on Sunday, but a 10-second

jump-start penalty dropped the two-

litre Cortina Lotus to fifth, handing 

victory to the overjoyed but disbelieving

Roger Stanford (Cortina), who had 

battled all the way to shade Bob Bullen 

(Anglia), the spectacular Lewis and 

Adrian Oliver (Hillman Imp).

CRASH FAILS TO DERAIL
JACKSON’S BID FOR VICTORY

Defending champion John Davison

was hurtling to anHistoric Road

Sportsdouble when a broken throttle

cable halted his Lotus Elan on the last

lap. Morgan +8 stalwart Richard Plant 

thus claimed Sunday victory in the 

model’s 50th anniversary year. Kevin 

Kivlochan growled his sister car from 

the back to second, its glove box having 

fallen out on Saturday, breaking the fuel 

pump lead connector. Having arrived 

level atop the table with Davison and 

‘KeKi,’ Dick Coffey (Turner) moved 

ahead with a perfect class score.

When Jonathon Hughes missed a 

gear, buzzing his Merlyn’s engine while 

disputing the lead on Saturday, Jon 

Milicevic repeated 2017’s Justin Haler 

Trophy Historic F3 double in his 

pristineBrabhamB21B.PaulWaine

broughthisgorgeousex-Claudio

FranciscideSanctishomesecondahead

of SwissreturneeChristophWidmer

(BT18A),who dug deep for second

ahead of  Mike Scott (BT28) on Sunday.  

Back where Historic FF2000 

debuted in 2007, a superb Pinto pack 

demonstrated the top value class’ 

strength. Following a disastrous 

Donington, Benn Simms dominated 

in the absence of  double champion 

Andy Park, who was getting married 

in Cumbria, twice beating the 

determined Ian Pearson (Royale RP30). 

The unrelated Stuart Pearson (Lola 

T580) and Dave Margetts (Dulon MP21) 

shared early class honours.

Mark Charteris repeated his Classic 

Clubmans victory over David Wale 

and debutant Adrian Holey (in

Mallock Racing’s hire car) despite his 

fire extinguisher discharging in race 

two. Having shadowed B-sport rival 

Barry Webb throughout Sunday’s 

opener, Clive Wood had given his old 

rival the slip in the sequel when a 

broken exhaust burned his plug leads.

Former Haggispeed Clubmans and 

Classic F3 racer Steve Collier won both 

Sprite Midget races, making it four 

on the trot, with David Weston close 

behind after challenger David 

Morrison’s engine failed in the opener. 

Drama unfolded in Class E standout 

Pippa Cow’s wake at the start of  the 

event finale when Ian Burgin tagged 

series sponsor Robin Lackford and 

ricocheted into Bruce Carter’s car, 

sending it into a 720 degree spin. Ed 

Easton, unsighted, clobbered it.

Cadwell fan Lewis claimed opening HistoricTouring Car victory in Mini Milicevic took Historic F3 double

Roach rules the roost in a Condor S2 as front-engined Formula Junior delivers a thriller
Barter and Leverett top ’70s Road Sports

Following two ex llent front

engined FJHRAF

Junior champion

at Donington las

which Chris Dra

Mk4) and Ray M

Mk2) each beatt

after tough dogf

ante was upped

The arrival of

Lurani Trophy

Jonathon Hugh

master Stuart R

much, while Al

third in both D

– was on sparkl

Condor S2, a w

period results

Driveshaft fa

testing thwart

plan to debuta

ex-Brian Hart

bought from L

Sufryn, so hew

2016 Monaco-

Mk2andnettedpole,despite notraced in seven years. 
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somehow rounded him at 

Mansfield corner. Chris 

kback before a 

ion glitch restricted 

800rpm, whereupon 

hounded Roach down 

ton threatened Drake.
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sonto the dipping 

aight, Roach only held 

ock by sheer tenacity 

rakes and bravado 

eMountain. “I was a 

duck in a straight line 

ems Condors can fly if 

ant to,” grinned 

mme cover boy Roach, 

evailed by 0.838s as 

blanketed the quartet. 

Formula Junior racer 

nGanley presented the 

rds, compounding 

s joy.

The HSCC’s ’70s Road Sports 

championship’s popularity was 

demonstrated by another strong 

10-marque grid at Cadwell, 

where reigning champion 

Charles Barter (Datsun 240Z) 

and the talented Will Leverett 

(Lotus Europa) tasted victory, 

but table topper Ian Jacobs (Fiat 

124 Spider) lost out on both days 

to Brian Jarvis (Porsche 924).

Bouncing back from clutch 

failure at Snetterton, runaway 

poleman Barter began 

Saturday’s race cautiously, 

arriving at Coppice sixth. 

Leverett, Snetterton double 

winner Jez Clark (Elan) and 

John Williams (Porsche 911SC) 

set the pace before Barter forged 

ahead at mid-distance. After 

Clark spun out of  second in the 

Hall Bends, and struggled to 

restart with a broken dynamo, 

Leverett, Williams, Mark 

Leverett (Elan) and Jim Dean 

(Europa) chased Barter home.

With Charles swapping 

helmet for professional hat at 

Sunday’s Alresford Watercress 

Festival, son Julian took over 

the Datsun, in which he’d not 

competed since his race debut 

at Mallory Park in 2002. 

Unsure of  the clutch he 

started from the back, but 

hurtled through to fourth 

in Leverett Sr’s slipstream. 

Mark had chased his “young 

whippersnapper” initially, 

then drove beautifully to 

harass Clark who had started 

eighth and shot past on lap five. 

“That was fantastic. I could see 

Julian coming in my mirrors 

but just had enough,” he said.  

rd and a win at Cadwell
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SILVERSTONE: BLANCPAIN GT SERIES BY JAMES NEWBOLD MAY 19/20

OULTON PARK:VSCC BY DOM D’ANGELILLO MAY 19

Blancpain GT Endurance Series
Race: Matthieu Vaxiviere/Jake Dennis/Nicki
Thiim (R-Motorsport-Aston Martin Vantage GT3)

Formula Renault 2.0 Eurocup
Race 1: Max Fewtrell
Race 2: Charles Milesi

Lamborghini Super Trofeo
Race 1: Vito Postiglione/Karol Basz
(Imperiale Racing)
Race 2: Giacomo Altoe/Daniel Zampieri
(Antonelli Motorsport)

Ferrari Classic Formula Series
Race 1: Wayne Marrs (Ferrari F355 Challenge)
Race 2: Wayne Marrs (Ferrari F355 Challenge)

Formula 3 500s
Darrell Woods (Staride Mk3)

Handicap Race for Pre-war Cars
Anthony Fenwick-Wilson (Railton LS Tourer)

Morgan Challenge
Andrew Thompson (Morgan ARV6)

Scratch for Pre-war Cars
Julian Grimwade (Frazer Nash Single Seater)

Special Pre-war Sports Cars
Dougal Cawley (GN/Ford Piglet)

Standard & Modified Pre-war Sports Cars
Race 1: Christopher Mann (Alfa Romeo Monza)
Race 2: Tim Kneller (Riley TT Sprite)

Vintage Racing Cars & Pre-1961 Racing Cars
Charles Gillett (Cooper T43)

WINNERS

WINNERS

AstonMartinclaimedafirstwin
in theBlancpainGTSeries for
fiveyearsatSilverstoneas
MatthieuVaxiviere, JakeDennis
andNickiThiimwonfrompole
forR-Motorsport.

Itwasthefirstoutrightvictoryforthe

VantageGT3sinceDarrenTurner,Stefan

Withmostof theglobeconsumedby

royalfeverovertheweekend,onlookers

wouldhavethoughtthatroundtwoof

theVSCCFormulaVintagewouldhave

beenasafehavenfromanymentionof

royaltyorroyalweddings.

Butroyaltyof averydifferentkind

wasbeingcelebratedsome200miles

northof WindsoratOultonPark.

Adornedinthelegendaryazureand

navyliverymadefamousbythetaleof

theBugattiQueen,ChristopherMann’s

show-stealingAlfaRomeoMonzatook

victoryintheStandard&ModifiedPre-

warSportsCars–intheprocessbecoming

the2018winnerof theBillPhillipsTrophy.

Onagridof almost30carsfrommotor

racing’sgoldeneraincludingFrazer

Nashes,Rileys,Talbotsanddozensmore–

allwiththeirownhistoriesandstories–

itwasMann’srace-winningAlfathathad

themostpoignantstorytotell.

TheBugattiQueencolourswerein

homagetoHelleNice,theearly20th

centuryFrenchgrandprixracerwho

wasamongthefirstfemaledriversto

raceinthesport.

Sheracedthesamemodelof Alfaason

theOultonParkgrid,anddespitenever

winning,heldherownagainstthegreats

ASTON ENDS BLANCPAIN WIN DROUGHT

Woods won in Staride Mk3

Photos: Rachel Bourne

A ROYAL AFFAIR AS MANN’S 
BUGATTI QUEEN ALFA WINS

“I think he [Williams] was trying to 

put me off  but I managed to stay close 

enough, despite the backmarkers and 

fought to the end.

“This is what it’s all about, showing 

these cars in all their worth and having 

a great time doing it.”

Mann seemed to be having such a 

great time he didn’t even get a chance to 

celebrate on the podium, instead driving 

straight through the paddock to form part 

of  the following race for Vintage & 

Pre-1961 racing cars, in which he 

finished seventh.

Following the racing, it became a much 

more domestic affair as Mann faced the 

small matter of  negotiating 2018’s roads 

on his drive home in the Pre-war era car. 

But if  the public were to behave as they 

had for royalty that day, it would have 

been a breeze for the Alfa and its regal 

Bugatti Queen livery.

Mann’s Alfa Romeo Monza was in livery made famous by Bugatti Queen book

of her time until her near-fatal crash in 

the 1936 Sao Paolo Grand Prix, after which 

she was never quite the same.

It was perhaps the spirit of  the French 

driver then that willed Mann’s Alfa past 

second place finisher Edward Williams on 

the line to steal the race win right at the 

last. Williams’ Frazer Nash had looked 

comfortable out in front for much of the 

race, and rightly so. Boasting a racing 

pedigree dating back until the early 1930s, 

the TT Replica was the second produced 

in 1932, had raced and finished second at 

Brooklands, participated in the 

inaugural race at Donington Park, and 

even formed part of  the 1934 South African 

Grand Prix grid. 

According to owner Charles Gillett, 

who also owns the Cooper famously 

pushed over the line by Jack Brabham 

at the US Grand Prix at Sebring in 1959, 

all major components are still original, 

but it couldn’t quite fight to the end as 

Mann’s Alfa rushed passed, narrowly 

crossing the line ahead. Williams admitted 

he did nothing wrong, but joked that the 

Alfa seemed to have had a sudden burst 

of  an extra 100bhp. 

“I always prefer being the chaser rather 

than being the chased,” said Mann.

Mucke and Fred Makowiecki with the 

works team at Silverstone in 2013, and 

came in only the second race for the new 

team run by crack LMP2 outfit Jota Sport. 

After Vaxiviere held top spot at the start, 

Dennis briefly lost the lead to the #88 ASP 

Mercedes of  Tristan Vautier after the 

first pitstops. But the Briton wasn’t to be 

denied and retook the lead with a classic 

switchback manoeuvre on the exit of  

Luffield, before handing over to Thiim 

to bring the car to the finish, 11 seconds 

ahead of  Vautier, Adam Christodoulou 

and Raffaele Marciello.

The result remained provisional when 

MN went to press however, as the #76 

Aston was racing under appeal after 

being excluded from qualifying when its 

data-logger was found to contain no data.

Behind them, Emil Frey Racing took a 

first podium with the Lexus RCF GT3, as 

Stephane Ortelli, Markus Palttala 

and Norbert Siedler narrowly fended 

off  Monza winner Dries Vanthoor, 

Christopher Mies and Alex Riberas in 

the #1 WRT Audi.

Fourth place was still enough for 

the trio to extend their championship 

lead, however.

The Audi had run sixth prior to the final 

pitstops, but a poor stop for the second 

R-Motorsport Aston Martin – which had 

been running third until a mistake from 

Alex Brundle at Becketts dropped him to 

fifth – and contact with a lapped Bentley 

that delayed Yelmer Buurman’s #4 Black 

Falcon Mercedes opened the door for 

Vanthoor to attack. 

Brundle’s team-mate Maxime Martin 

also passed Buurman in the final stint 

to take fifth, completing a memorable 

day for Aston Martin. 

Silverstone local RAM Racing took 

Pro-Am honours after a tussle with 

fellow Mercedes squad Strakka Racing. 

Euan Hankey, Salih Yoluc and Darren 

Burke finished 20th overall, ahead of  

Lewis Williamson, Nick Leventis and 

Chris Buncombe, while Top Gear 

presenter Chris Harris joined Chris 

Goodwin and Alex West to win the Am 

class in a Garage 59 McLaren 650S.

Renault junior Max Fewtrell made up 

for a nightmare outing at Monza with 

victory in the opening Formula Renault 

2.0 Eurocup race, only to non-score in 

the second, won by Charles Milesi. 

Having scored only one point in Italy 

and lost the championship lead to fellow 

Renault junior Christian Lundgaard, 

Fewtrell converted pole position into a 

comfortable victory ahead of  R-ace GP 

team-mate Logan Sargeant, while 

Lundgaard qualified only 16th and 

retired after contact with Raul Guzman. 

To make matters worse, the Dane 

earned a three-place grid penalty which 

dropped him to fourth on the grid for 

race two. However, Fewtrell was unable 

to capitalise due to gearbox issues in 

qualifying that left him mired in the mid-

pack. Contact on lap one between Frank 

Bird and Artur Rougier at Club forced 

Fewtrell to take evasive action and fall 

to the back of  the field, before retiring 

towards the end of  the race.

After finishing seventh in race one, 

Frenchman Milesi inherited pole and 

headed off  the challenge of  Sargeant to 

claim his first win for R-ace GP, while 

Josef Kaufmann’s Yifei Ye claimed 

podiums in both races to take the 

championship lead from Lundgaard, 

who finished fifth. Fewtrell took Eurocup victory

Go, go, go: Blancpain blasts off

RACING REPORTS
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BRANDS HATCH:MSVR BY PETER SCHERER MAY 19/20
Photos:GaryHawkins

TocallDutchracingdriverJohan

Hoogerwerff aVolvofanaticisrather

anunderstatementashecurrently

ownsthreeof theSwedishcarsin

variousguises.

Heelectedtobringhis‘Beast’to

BrandsHatchfortheRacingSaloons.

OriginallybuiltasanS60Challengecar

foraSwedish-basedseriesin2001,the

carhadremainedfairlyidlesincehe

boughtit in2009.

“IusedtoraceaBMWE30from2005

to2007buthadbecomeinspiredby

RickardRydell,watchinghimracing

theVolvoSuperTourers,”heexplains.

“Ithenboughtan850Saloon‘Rydell

lookalike’,whichIracedfortwoyears,

untilIcrasheditatZandvoort.”

Hereplacedthesaloonwithanother

Rydellreplica,butthistimetheestate

version,whichhehasregularlyraced

intheDutchSuperTouringCar

Championshipoverthelastfewyears.

“Ithasalwaysdrawnalotof interest

whereverItakethecar,eventhoughI

amracingagainstBMWsthatcost

twiceasmuch,”headds.

“WethendecidedtoworkontheS60

tolightenitandthenputthe2.3-litre

engineoutof thewrecked850Saloon

thatIcrashedintoit,sowehavespent

abouttwoyearsontheprojectsofar.”

HavingtriedtovisitBrandsHatchat

leastonceayear,Hoogerwerff elected

tobringhisaptlynamed‘BeastS60’this

year.“Iwasn’tabletocomelastseason

duetoclasheswithmyotherracedates,

butracedtheestateheretwoyears

ago,”hesays.“Wedon’tgetalotof

racinginHollandsoit’sgoodtocometo

theUKandit’sonlysixhoursfrom

hometoBrandsHatch.

“Eachtimewecomeoutinthiscarwe

improveit, thisisourdevelopmentcar

tousetheknowledgewehavegained

fromtheothercarstoo.Eventuallywe

thinkitwillbequickerthantheSuper

Tourersthough.”

Havingqualifiedseventhoutof the

huge34-carRacingSaloonsgrid,he

missedthestartof thefirstracewhen

thealternatorfailed,thenhadtostart

fromthebackof thegridinthesecond

race.Hewasclosinginonthetop10,

whenhewasforcedtopulloff onhis

sixthlap.

Itmayhavebeenadisappointing

weekendforthetravellingDutchman,

buthehasthisweekend’sSuper

TouringCarracetolookforwardtoat

Spa-Francorchamps.“Wearebackout

withtheestateagain,overallIsuppose

it’sprobablybeenmyfavouriteof the

carsIhaveownedandraced,”hesays.

“ButmywifewantstoknowwhyIneed

threeracecars,whenIcanonlyrace

oneatatime!”

Althoughtherearenoplansfor

Hoogerwerff toraceintheUKagain

thisyear,heisalreadylooking

forwardtohisnextvisit.

“IlovetheBrandsHatchGPCircuit,

it’ssochallenging,it’sgothistoryand

it’sfairlycloseandnottooexpensive

forustotravelhere,”heconcludes.

F3 Cup winners:Wiltshire

(l) and Carey (r) lead pack

StuartWiltshireandCianCarey
sharedthevictoryspoils in two
hard-foughtF3Cupraces.

Atthestartof raceoneitwasside-by-

sidethroughPaddockHillBend,

beforeWiltshireledoutof Druidsand

defendingchampionJacopoSebastiani

snatchedsecondatPilgrimsDrop.

“Cianlefthalf adooropenforme

andthatwasenough,”saidWiltshire.

Sebastianiclosedinonthelead

butcouldn’tbreachWiltshire’s

defence,whileCareyhadtofendoff a

determinedShaneKellytoretainthird.

GeorgeLineandTonyBishopduelled

forfifthuntilBishopfelloff twolaps

fromhome.

Careyledracetwofromthestart,but

whenSebastianispunexitingPaddock

ontheopeninglap,hewascollectedby

Kelly,puttingthembothoutof therace

andhandingWiltshireaclearsecond.

AsCarey’sleadgrew,Wiltshirecame

underpressurefromBishopfora

whilebeforeallthreeheldstation.

“Ibackedoff tosavemytyresand

thenrealisedwedidn’thaveathird

racethisweekend,”saidBishop.

FormerchampionSteveBurgess

wasatreblewinnerintheRadical

Challenge,afterduellingthroughout

theweekendwithhisteam-mate

DominikJackson.

Inraceone,JeromedeSadeleerjoined

theminanearlybreak,beforeBurgess

managedtoescapeandleavehisrivals

duellingforsecond.Jacksonheldon,

despitebeingbaulkedatStirlingsonthe

lastlap,however,deSadeleerhadnosed

aheadontheoutsideintoClearways,only

foratouchtoleavehiminthetyrewall.

MarcelloMarateottoinheriteda

solitarythird,withKristianJeffrey

securingfourthaftertakingBrian

MurphyintoSurtees.

JacksongothisrevengeonBurgess

inracetwo,butajump-startpenalty

robbedhimof alights-to-flagvictory

anddroppedhimtothirdbehind

BurgessandMarateotto.

Jeffreywasalsopenalised,but

managedtoretainfourth,over

MurphyandSpencerBourne.

Jacksonledinitiallyagaininthethird

racebut,afterrunningwideatDingle

Dell,Burgessledoutof Stirlingsbefore

thestops,goingontodominatethe

secondhalf of thecontest.

BrianCaudwellranstronglyafterthe

stops,retainingsecondfromRichard

BaxterandJeffrey.Baxterwasthen

penalised,handingthirdtoJeffreywith

Jacksonfinallysettlinginfourth.

OllieWilkinson’sAudiR8GT3

cruisedtothreedominantwinsinthe

GTCup.NigelHudson’sAstonMartin

GT3andChrisFroggatt’sFerrari488

Challengehadanearlyduelforsecond

inraceone,beforeitwassettledin

Hudson’sfavour,leavingPaulGibson’s

McLaren650Stofightforthird.

GibsonwasthroughintoDruids

onlap12andclosingonHudson,but

hewascaughtoutbyabackmarker,

crashingoutexitingSurteesand

bringingouttheredflags.

Froggattthereforereclaimedthird

place,aheadof JohnDhillon’sFerrari,

PaulCripps’AstonMartinandPaul

Bailey’sFerrari.

WhileWilkinsonrompedclearfrom

thestartof racetwo,Hudsonquickly

settledintosecondafteraninitial

skirmishwithJohnSawbridge’s

Ferrari.Allthreeheldstation,with

Dhillonjustholdingoff MikeBrown’s

AstonMartinforfourth.

Wilkinsonsecuredhishat-trickwith

BradleyEllissharingtheAudiinthe

secondhalf of racethree,while

Hudson/AdamWilcoxandFroggatt/

Sawbridgecompletedthepodiumina

fairlypredictablerace.

BothRacingSaloonsoutingswere

ledfromstarttofinishbyNigelInnes’

BMWE36M3.Thesimilarcarsof

StephenPearson,DarrenStampand

KarlCattliff followedinaredflag-

shortenedraceone,havingsettledon

theopeninglap.

Itwasafour-carbreakagaininrace

two,butwhileInnesandPearson

startedtoescape,Cattliff andStamp

sharedacoupleof exchangesbefore

Cattliff tookchargeagainexiting

GrahamHillbendonthesixthlap.

OliverDavies’ToyotaStarletwas

thefirstnon-BMW,takingfifthplace

onbothoutings.

AlexBallhadledtheLotusCupUK&

EliseTrophy fromthestart,breaking

clearwithCraigDenmanandJoe

Taylor.ButBallgotsidewaysatSurtees

onlap12andDenmanmadethedecisive

move,leavingBallfightingoff Taylor’s

challenge–untilcontactalaplatersent

TaylorspinningandpromotedJohn

WILTSHIRE AND CAREY TRIUMPH IN
CLOSELY-FOUGHT KENT CONTESTS

Innes topped large Racing Saloons entry in both Brands Hatch races

F3 Cup
Race 1: Stuart Wiltshire 
(Dallara F308)
Race 2: Cian Carey 
(Dallara F308)

GT Cup
Race 1: Ollie Wilkinson 
(Audi R8 GT3)
Race 2: Ollie Wilkinson 
(Audi R8 GT3)
Race 3: Ollie Wilkinson/
Bradley Ellis (Audi R8 
GT3)

LMP3 Cup
Race 1: Colin Noble Jr/
Tony Wells (Ligier JSP3)
Race 2: Colin Noble Jr/
Tony Wells (Ligier JSP3)

Lotus Cup UK & Elise 
Trophy
Race 1: Craig Denman 

(Lotus Elise S Cup R)
Race 2: Joe Taylor 
(Lotus Exige S2)

Production BMW
Race 1: David Graves 
(320i)
Race 2: Sam Strong 
(E30)

Racing Saloons
Race 1: Nigel Innes 
(BMW M3 E36)
Race 2: Nigel Innes 
(BMW M3 E36)

Radical Challenge
Race 1: Steve Burgess 
(SR3 RSX)
Race 2: Steve Burgess 
(SR3 RSX)
Race 3: Steve Burgess 
(SR3 RSX)

WINNERS

Hoogerwerff’s inspired by Rydell
Wilkinson (r) won all three GT Cup contests in Audi he shared with Ellis

Lamaster up to third position.

Taylor led race two from the opening 

lap, with Denman and Ball completing 

the podium places in the closing laps.

David Graves came out on top of  a 

race-long duel with David Strong to win 

the first Production BMW race, but 

with Graves out at the first corner, 

Strong took the race two spoils by 

0.078s after a third lap exchange with 

Will Davison. 

Colin Noble Jr/Tony Wells won both 

LMP3 Cup races, which reached an all-

time low. Four starters in the first race 

was reduced to three for race two, when 

Dominic Paul crashed the Ligier he 

shares with Jack Butel in qualifying.

Volvo fan Hoogerwerff 
makes latest Brands trip
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Greensmith’s pain, Tidemand’s gain

Parked up at the side of  the road 

just before Saturday afternoon’s 

Amarante stage, Gus Greensmith 

deserved an awful lot more. For two

rallies, he’d kept his powder dry, 

done as he was told. In Portugal, he

was off  the leash, free to drive it 

like he stole it. 

He did just that and built a half-

minute lead – no mean feat on a 

typically packed European WRC2 

round. Day two was, however, his 

undoing. A couple of  punctures on

the first loop cost him the lead, but

his heart was properly broken 

when a steering arm gave up the 

ghost between stages 14 and 15.

Greensmith would fight one 

more day on the roads around Fafe,

but this was the one that got away 

and he knew it.

“It is frustrating,” he said. “But 

we came here to show the pace, we 

did that and we led the rally and 

after the punctures I said I wanted

to get back onto the podium. I did 

that as well. I did what I said I 

would on this rally, but the result 

hasn’t gone our way.”

Next time.

Chief  beneficiary of  

Greensmith’s misfortune was 

Stephane Lefebvre, who moved to 

the front and then looked odds-on 

to give Citroen’s C3 R5 its first win.

It was all going nicely, right up 

until the Frenchman punctured on

Saturday’s final stage.

The upshot of those issues was a

pretty straightforward final day for

series leader Pontus Tidemand,

who was able to bring his Skoda

Fabia R5 home for another

maximum score. The Swede

looked to have been ruled out after

he suffered his own deflation on

the opening day, but typically he

kept at it and brought the points

home again.

Pole Lukasz Pieniazek (Skoda)

was second with Lefebvre taking

some sort of consolation in the

shape of third place and a podium

spot in the C3.

TheJuniorWRCevent was a

typically frantic affair with

Denis Radstrom giving way early

doors to his fellow Swede Emil

Bergkvist. There was, however,

never more than a metaphorical

fag packet between the top two

Fiestas until SS12.

As was the case in the main field,

Amarante 2 had a massive effect on

the Junior event, with Bergkvist

rolling near the end of the stage. He

wasn’t the only one: Kiwi Dave

Holder and Briton Tom Williams

also rolled their cars. Holder went

on to get out of jail with a recovery

drive that delivered third place,

while Williams suffered a second

I
’ve never presumed to have 
many mates among those who 
spend their time in the World 
Rally Championship’s spotlight. 
I’d like to think I have a decent 
working relationship with most 

drivers and co-drivers down the years. But 
mates, not so much.

That said, I’ve known these four blokes so 
long, I think they might well qualify. Which 
made Friday and Saturday all the harder to 
watch. Seeing Kris Meeke and Paul Nagle’s 
Citroen C3 WRC when they’d finished with 
it was pretty unpleasant. Catching up with an 
all-in-one-piece Nagle in service was a 
highlight of the weekend. I didn’t see Meeke 
again, but the tone of the text messages 
descended to the inappropriate quickly 
enough to indicate he was of sound mind 
and body. 

And the same could be said for Hayden 
Paddon and Seb Marshall. I make no secret 
of my desire to see these boys climb to the 
top of the tree, few work harder, even fewer 
are more deserving. 

When Seb showed me the onboard of 
their Portuguese departure, it was 
impossible not to be grateful for the FIA’s 
exceptional regulations for the modern-day 
World Rally Cars.

Committed in a big-speed right-hander, 
Paddon caught sight of a rock in the line. 
Opening the steering slightly – to avoid what 
would have been a rally-ending rock – was 
enough to tip the Hyundai into a bit of a skid. 
Just at the point where you or I would have 
opened the door and jumped out, the Kiwi 
flipped the i20 down a gear and buried the 
throttle to pull it out of the ditch into which it 
had slipped. Just as it was coming out… 
BANG! 

That’ll be the end of the drainage culvert 
then. The left-front suspension leg, complete 
with wheel, was ripped clean off and hurled a 
very long way clear of the car. 

Mads Ostberg was first on the scene and 
listening to his emotions at seeing Paddon 
struggling and in pain, quite frankly, turned 
the stomach. 

Enough of that. They’re all here and they’ll 
all be back on it in the way that only they can 
in Sardinia next month. Heroes all.

Now, just one more thing to talk about: 
chicanes and penalties. Elsewhere in MN, 
you’ll read a detailed analysis of M-Sport’s 
appeal against the Rally Mexico decision 
which cost Sebastien Ogier his powerstage 
points. I’m not about to go over it all again 
here, all I want to do is use this space to 
implore FIA rally director Yves Matton to take 
control of this one. For a very long time we’ve 
had fantastic co-operation between the 
manufacturers and that’s helped to bring us 
to the sensational, never-better and never-
faster generation we’re enjoying right now.

What we don’t need is the teams going at 
each other. Regardless of who spoke to 
which stewards about what – and I’m in no 
position to speak definitively on this – it’s 
15-all between Hyundai and M-Sport Ford. 
And that’s where it has to stay. 

Mr Matton, give us a regulation to stop this. 
And do it now. Then we can get back to 
enjoying the best sport in the world. 

Meeke ran well, 

until a huge crash

Continued from page 21

As Suninen prepared himself  to 

depart service for the final time, 

M-Sport’s deputy team principal 

Rich Millener (#1 Malcolm Wilson 

had flown out of  Porto first thing, 

bound for Bentley and Silverstone’s 

Blancpain round) arrived at the side 

of  the car. Sensing apprehension, he 

gave him a reassuring slap on the 

back and told him they’d talk after 

the first one. Everything, Millener 

said, would be fine.

Lappi’s impossible to read and 

was giving nothing away at the end 

of  the first Sunday test. He was 

fastest, but the smile was thin as he 

looked at the time board. “Nice 

drive,” he said of  his own efforts, 

“but one second is not enough. We 

need more.”

It wasn’t even a second. It was six-

tenths. Then it was 0.3s, then 1.2s. 

Two down and he was still nine 

seconds short of  his rival. 

And then came a Suninen 

breakthrough. He stopped the rot 

and took 1.7s back. “I have been 

driving efficiently,” he said, “and 

now I’ve been driving quickly.”

Even with a 10.4s advantage and 

just the seven-mile powerstage to 

run, Suninen wasn’t sure. “I’m not 

going to think about the podium,” 

he said. 

One stage later, he was on the 

podium and just 7.3s off  his team-

Paddon led, then crashed out

SUPPORTS

mate and runner-up Evans.

Across the day, Lappi was 3.7s 

faster, but it mattered little. Fourth 

place beckoned.

Ultimately, Sordo lost his podium 

on pace, not due to the penalty. He 

couldn’t match Suninen, but he 

would have kept his nose ahead of  

Lappi had the stewards not decided 

otherwise. The irony was, the 

stewards then intervened in favour 

of  Sordo by hitting Lappi with 10s of  

his own for a similar tyre-whacking 

offence. Finally, Dani was fourth 

and the Finn fifth.

The talk of  penalties soured the 

Koreans’ success slightly, but 

Hyundai’s event was nothing like as 

tough as Citroen’s. Ostberg and 

Breen were sixth and seventh. The 

Norwegian was warming up for the 

next round in Sardinia, while the 

Irishman was robbed of  a 

result by a puncture and forced 

to run as roadsweeper at the front 

of  the field. 

And Meeke? He had a monstrous 

accident that ruled him out of  the 

rest of  the event (see story p2-3). 

Neuville might have won by miles 

in Portugal, but success is measured 

in inches. And on Friday those 

inches were the ones between the 

same rocks that ruined Tanak’s 

rally and the radiator on Neuville’s 

car. Triumph was that close to 

disaster in Portugal.

But Neuville and Hyundai earned 

this one. They showed supreme 

speed when it was needed and then 

dialed that back to the sort of  

consistency that kept Thierry clear 

of  the problems that befell those 

around him.

In short, he drove the drive of  a 

champion. Six down and seven to go, 

he’s got himself  a useful points lead. 

Now we’ll see if  he can keep it.

inversion on Sunday.

Williams told MN: “This really 

has been a crazy rally. It’s been 

great, but crazy. Both of  the rolls 

were quite slow speed and so, so 

frustrating – we would have been 

on for the podium without those. 

But at the same time, I’ve been 

able to get so much experience out 

here and that’s invaluable. To 

come and drive these stages has 

been incredible.”

There was further heartbreak for 

Irishman Callum Devine, who had 

come within touching distance of  

second place behind Radstrom. 

Running second well into the final 

day, Devine fell foul of  one of  

Luilhas’ rougher spots. He lost a 

wheel and the Fiesta – along with 

his hopes and dreams – were 

parked at the side of  the road. 

Devine said: “It was a small 

mistake, I braked a little bit too late 

for a corner and that was it. This 

has been such a rough rally and 

like the other ones, the learning 

curve is just so steep!”

Gus Greensmith deserved to take WRC2 win, but hit trouble

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVI
EVA
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One of his finest outings. 
Has better experience of 
Sardinia than most of 
the other events he’s 
done in a Fiesta WRC, 
but we shouldn’t forget
this fella’s still not that 
long out of karts. Beat 
Lappi through an 
outstanding final day.

On the face of it, another
poor result for 
Mikkelsen. But… this 
one was different. He’d
found form in the car and
was wholly let down by
the Hyundai – first witha
powersteering problem
and then with no oil 
pressure.

Brilliant when he had four 
fully inflated Michelins 
beneath him and pretty 
special on three wheels 
through the streets of 
Porto. Like Paddon, led
the event twice, before
paying a very high 
price for what was a 
pretty minor mistake. 

This one broke. He didn’t
break it. But now, more than
ever, Jari-Matti Latvalaneeds
a break. He remains 
toweringly quick, but now,
somehow, needs to findhis
way to the finish withoutany
kind of issue. 

One’s a bit harsh… let’smake
it a two, he did win Lousada
after all. Like you I couldn’twait
to see how much of his
Argentinian speed he’d brought
back to Europe. We’ll just
have to wait until Sardinianow.

Didn’t put a wheel wrong
and thoroughly deserved
a shot at winning this 
rally. Set a fastest time 
and was running third 
and right at the sharp 
end when he punctured.
Like his team-mate, 
needs and deserves a 
change in fortune.

Sensible drive mostly, no 
doubt aware that with his
two team-mates hitting 
trouble, Toyota was relying
on him for points. In the final-
day fight but couldn’t catch
Suninen and lost to Sordo in
the stewards’ room.

A warm-up event for 
Sardinia and spent time 
playing with suspension and
transmission set-up. Went
to Portugal for seat time. 
Flew in Fafe, but now needs
to deliver on his Italian job.

The perfect 10. In the 
last few rallies we’ve 
seen Neuville struggle 
with the car, the set-up 
and the pace of his 
rivals. Not this time. He
found his feet with the
i20 on Friday lunchtime
and was simply perfect
thereafter.

Undoubtedly had some of
the stuffing and appetite
for the final-day fight
knocked out of him when
he was hit with a 10s
penalty for hitting the
tyres in Porto on Friday.
But still another superb
drive from the likeable
Spaniard.

SEBASTIENOGIER
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

ELFYNEVANS
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

TEEMU SUNINEN
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

ANDREASMIKKELSEN
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

KRIS MEEKE
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3 WRC 

JARI-MATTILATVALA 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

OTT TANAK
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

CRAIGBREEN
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3 WRC

ESAPEKKA LAPPI 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

MADS OSTBERG
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3 WRC

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

DANISORDO
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

DRIVER ANALYSIS BY DAVID EVA

FIAWorldRallyChampionship, round 6/13,Rally Portugal , May 17-20

 POS DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL)  Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC 3h49m46.6s
2 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR)  Ford Fiesta WRC +40.0s
3 Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN)  Ford Fiesta WRC +47.3s
4 Dani Sordo (ESP)/Carlos del Barrio (ESP)  Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +1m00.9s
5 Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN)  Toyota Yaris WRC +1m04.7s
6 Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Torstein Eriksen (NOR)  Citroen C3 WRC +3m33.5s
7 Craig Breen (IRL)/Scott Martin (GBR)  Citroen C3 WRC +5m23.0s
8 Pontus Tidemand (SWE)/Jonas Andersson (SWE) Skoda Fabia R5 +14m10.8s
9 Lukasz Pieniazek (POL)/Przemyslaw Mazur (POL)  Skoda Fabia R5 +16m17.3s
10 Stephane Lefebvre (FRA)/Gabin Moreau (FRA)  Citroen C3 R5 +16m34.3s
16 Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR)  Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +24m44.4s
21 Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA)  Ford Fiesta WRC +35m28.3s
25 Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN)  Toyota Yaris WRC +48m50.3s
R Yazeed Al-Rajhi (KSA)/Michael Orr (GBR)  Ford Fiesta RS WRC Mechanical
R Kris Meeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL)  Citroen C3 WRC Crash
R Hayden Paddon (NZL)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR)  Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC Crash
R OttTanak(EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST)  Toyota Yaris WRC Radiator

RESULTS

DRIVERS

POS DRIVERS PTS

1  Thierry Neuville  119
2  Sebastien Ogier  100
3  Ott Tanak  72
4  Dani Sordo  60
5  Esapekka Lappi  55
6  Andreas Mikkelsen  54
7  Elfyn Evans  45
8  Kris Meeke  43 
9  Jari-Matti Latvala  31 
10 Craig Breen  26

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
MANUFACTURERS

POS TEAMS PTS

1 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT  175 
2  M-Sport Ford WRT  162
3  Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT  140
4  Citroen Total  111

Candidly admitted to his 
own mistake. When 
Julien Ingrassia says: 
“don’t cut” he really does 
mean it. This one will hurt 
Ogier; it’s been a long 
time since he’s been 
anywhere other than well
clear at the top of the 
table come mid-year…

It’s easy to look at the 
retirement rate in the first 
half of the event and say 
this result flattered Evans. 
It didn’t. He drove 
brilliantly, quickly and
consistently. He deserved
this one. There’s more to
come, but he’s back on
the road.2/ 9/1010
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NEXT
RALLY

TEEMU
SUNINEN
The Finn withstood
massive fi nal day
pressure to – along
with team-mate
Elfyn Evans – soften
the blow Ogier’s
retirement might have
done to M-Sport’s
title aspirations.
Teemu’s been on
a tough learning
curve for the last
few events, but in
Portugal he delivered
a superb drive.

SEBASTIEN OGIER
Kris Meeke and Hayden Paddon were the others in the running for this one, but it 
has to go to Ogier for not listening to his own notes. He’d been through Viana do 
Castelo twice on the recce and once on the rally and decided that corner defi nitely 
wasn’t cuttable. And then cut it.

STAR 
DRIVER

WOODEN 
SPOON

Ogier needs to bounce back in Italy...

RALLY SARDINIA
JUNE 7-10
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Adam Morgan scored another race three victory in Mercedes

T
he younger drivers 
in the British 
Touring Car 
Championship 
have shone over 
the opening 
portion of  the 

season, but it was time for the big 
guns to strike back at Thruxton.

Matt Neal added his 62nd career win in 

the opener in Hampshire in the Team 

Dynamics Honda Civic Type R, while 

Colin Turkington bagged two second 

places and a fifth to reignite his title 

charge in his WSR BMW 125i M Sport. 

Race two was claimed by the buoyant 

Power Maxed Racing team, with Josh 

Cook searing through the pack, while 

Adam Morgan took his second victory 

in as many meetings in his Ciceley 

Motorsport Mercedes-Benz in the finale.

But the message leaving the circuit was 

clear: the old hands still have plenty of  

tricks up their sleeves.

Race one

Neal had promised before the season that 

his new-shape Civic Type R would be a 

formidable weapon at Thruxton. The 

slippery shape of  the car was perfectly 

suited to the high-speed sweeps of  the 

2.356-mile circuit, and he proved that 

with record-breaking pace in qualifying 

for an 18th career pole. Perhaps more 

surprising was the pace of  Turkington, 

who was also under the previous 

benchmark. Thruxton has never been 

the happiest of  hunting grounds for 

the rear-wheel-drive German car, but 

the bigger tyres introduced into the 

BTCC in 2017 seem to have assisted 

with the handling. 

The BMW also benefits from strong 

traction away from the line, so Neal knew 

he had a job on his hands to maintain his 

advantage into Allard. But he did.

They went toe-to-toe through the right-

hander, with Neal on the inside, and that 

gave him the inside for Campbell. He 

maintained an advantage that he 

wouldn’t lose, no matter what 

Turkington could throw at him.

“I was sitting there just waiting for the 

tyres to go off,” said Neal. “But getting in 

the lead was important. We know our 

car is good in the fast stuff  and because I 

was ahead, it meant that I could stretch 

my legs to begin with and just get away a 

bit. The tyres held on, and it was a 

fantastic day for us.”

Turkington was rarely more than one 

second behind but knew the game was 

up after three-quarters of  the 16 laps. 

“I was able to hang on, but the rear 

started to lose grip over the latter 

stages,” said the Northern Irishman. 

“This championship is all about 

consistency. After the last meeting 

[where Turkington scored only six 

points], we needed to bounce back. Once 

the rears started to go, I pegged it back a 

little bit, but I am delighted to be back on 

the podium again.”

Neal’s team-mate Dan Cammish was 

pleased with third place too. He jumped 

fellow row-two starter Brett Smith 

(Eurotech Racing Honda Civic), who had 

bogged down badly away from the line. 

Cammish had come under attack from 

Sam Tordoff  (Motorbase Performance 

Ford Focus) over the latter stages of  the 

race, but had enough in-hand. 

Tordoff, and his team-mate Tom 

Chilton, had both overhauled Andrew 

Jordan’s WSR BMW 125i M Sport. 

Jordan was one of  the heroes of  the race, 

battling a severe stomach virus. He 

rocketed off  the line to climb from eighth 

to fourth, but simply couldn’t hold back 

the Ford tide. He was very lucky to have 

made it to the end of  the race at all.

His defence from Senna Proctor’s 

Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 

earned him the hardest 10 points Jordan 

has ever won. 

Smith recovered his composure for 

eighth ahead of  the Vauxhall of  Cook 

and the top 10 was rounded out by 

Chris Smiley in his BTC Norlin 

Honda Civic.

More should have been expected of  

Jack Goff, in the other Eurotech Honda. 

Goff, a race winner at Brands, was 

frustrated: “Look at our straight-line 

speed, we are nowhere. We can’t fight 

like this, but we are looking into 

everything. But it makes life tough on a 

circuit like this.”

He headed home Morgan, who was 

saddled with 66kg and he admitted to 

making a poor getaway, which meant he 

had to battle from the lower part of  the 

top 20 to earn the points he did. 

The top Subaru Levorg was champion 

Ashley Sutton in 15th spot after an 

uncompetitive performance from the 

car, while team-mate Jason Plato retired 

with a concern over his engine.

The main loser from the race was Tom 

Ingram. His Speedworks Motorsport 

Toyota Avensis (which had lost its fastest 

qualifying lap for a track limits 

infringement and started 10th) pulled 

into the pits after only four laps when the 

electrics on the machine died. He had a 

warning on the opening lap and the team 

tried different engine modes, but it failed 

to cure the systems and Ingram was left 

without power steering until he was 

forced to pull in.

It was a bitter blow for the points leader 

coming into the round. Although he had 

lost the 75kg of  ballast he had been forced 

to carry into the meeting, he would start 

round eight still top of  the pile, but was 

forced to line up 32nd, and last. 

Race two

Weight is never thought to be too much of  

an issue at Thruxton. Of all the 10 

configurations on the BTCC schedule, 

the high-speed track is where it is 

punished least. 

Cook had lugged 57kg around in race 

one to ninth, which had been a solid 

result. But once rid of  the extra lead 

bolted to the passenger footwell, the 

hatchback simply flew.

He had a lot of  work to do from row four, 

but his move for the lead on lap 11 was 

performed with consummate ease as he 

outdragged Turkington coming out of  

Church for a second career win and his 

second in as many meetings. 

He gained a place off  the line, and 

inched his way into the top five after 

three tours. Then work got a bit harder. 

As he tried to unseat Jordan from fourth 

at the end of  lap four, there was 

controversy. Cook went to the outside of  

the BMW through the first right-handed 

element of  the Club Chicane and the pair 

Sam Tordoff was ‘Mr Fourth Place’, finishing there in all three outings

Cook battled up the order for his second win of the 2018 season

Turkington bounced back after Donington drama with two podiums

The championship’s big names were back to the top

NEAL STEMS



Neal staved off Turkington at start

Photos: Jakob Ebrey
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ROUNDS

RESULTS

Round:8Laps:16
Weather: warm and cloudy

POS Q DRIVER TIME

1 9 Cook 9 21m00.610s
2 2 Turkington 2 +1.325s
3 1 Neal 1 +5.285s
4 4 Tordoff 4 +6.287s
5 6 Jordan 6 +6.595s
6 7 Proctor 7 +7.005s
7 14 Morgan +7.419s
8 13 Goff +7.816s
9 5 Chilton 5 +9.114s
10 10 Smiley 10 +10.203s

11 (15) Sutton +11.049s; 12 (32) Ingram +12.177s; 13 (16) Austin
+14.844s; 14 (12) Simpson +15.289s; 15 (18) Moffat +15.741s; 
16 (11) Collard +16.154s; 17 (25) Jackson +21.203s; 18 (20) Hill 
+22.390s; 19 (24) Butcher +25.204s; 20 (26) Thompson 
+29.488s; 21 (23) Nash +30.606s; 22 (30) Boardman +30.914s; 
23 (22) Price +35.311s; 24 (28) Smelt +38.749s; 25 (27) Jelley 
+41.190s; 26 (3) Cammish (57kg) +1m15.410s; R (31) Caine 14 
laps; R (8) Smith (21kg) 14 laps/off; NC (21) Bushell 13 laps; 
R (19) Cole 3 laps/damage; R (29) Plato 3 laps/engine concern; R 
(17) Oliphant 2 laps/damage. Winner’s average speed: 
107.65mph.Fastest lap: Cook1m17.611s(109.28mph).
Lap leaders: Turkington1-10;Cook11-16.

Round:9Laps:16
Weather: warm and cloudy

POS Q DRIVER TIME

1 1 Morgan 7 20m55.978s
2 7 Goff 8 +2.433s
3 2 Proctor 6 +3.147s
4 3 Tordoff 4 +5.045s
5 5 Turkington 2 +5.994s
6 6 Cook 1 +6.544s
7 11 Ingram +6.922s
8 4 Neal 3 +7.722s
9 9 Smiley 10 +12.985s
10 15 Collard +13.205s

11 (8) Chilton (15kg) +15.230s; 12 (13) Simpson +16.601s; 13 
(25) Cammish +16.809s; 14 (18) Butcher +17.120s; 15 (14) 
Moffat +17.350s; 16 (12) Austin +17.830s; 17 (17) Hill +21.896s; 
18 (21) Boardman +24.707s; 19 (30) Oliphant +25.488s; 20 (10) 
Sutton +26.026s; 21 (24) Jelley +26.399s; 22 (19) Thompson 
+26.805s; 23 (20) Nash +27.100s; 24 (29) Cole +27.368s; 25 (26) 
Caine +27.587s; 26 (23) Smelt +34.620s; 27 (28) Bushell -1 lap; R 
(22) Price 10 laps/engine; R (16) Jackson 9 laps/damage; R (27) 
Smith 3 laps/damage; Withdrawn Jordan (39kg) unwell; W Plato 0 
laps engine. Winner’s average speed: 108.05mph. 
Fastest lap: Ingram1m17.060s(110.06mph).Lap leaders:
Morgan1-16.

33kg6 27kg7 21kg8 15kg9 9kg10

RACE SUCCESS 

BALLAST

 75kg1 66kg2 57kg3 48kg4 39kg5

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

DRIVERS

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Adam Morgan 96
2 Josh Cook 95
3 Tom Ingram 85
4 Jack Goff 83
5 Colin Turkington 78
6 Matt Neal 68
7 Senna Proctor 62
8 Dan Cammish 62
9 Ash Sutton 55
10 Chris Smiley 52

11 Andrew Jordan 48; 12 Tom Chilton 48; 13 Aiden Moffat 47; 14 
Sam Tordoff 47; 15 Rob Austin 35; 16 Rob Collard 33; 17 Rory 
Butcher 32; 18 Matt Simpson 30; 19 Brett Smith 28; 20 James Cole 
28;21JakeHill23;22OllieJackson21;23MikeBushell 20; 24 Tom 
Boardman13;25TomOliphant11;26JamesNash6.

INDEPENDENTS

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Morgan 115
2 Ingram 110
3 Goff 103
4 Moffat 84
5 Smiley 84
6 Chilton 77
7 Tordoff 73
8 Austin 69
9 Butcher 59
10 Simpson 55

11 Hill 52; 12 Smith 49; 13 Jackson 47; 14 Cole 43; 15 Boardman 39; 
16 Oliphant 38; 17 Bushell 31; 18 Nash 26; 19 Bobby Thompson 11; 
20 Stephen Jelley 10; 21 Michael Caine 4.

RACE FACTS 

TIME

THRUXTON
Where: Thruxton, Hampshire
First BTCC round: 1968 
Lap length: 2.36 miles 
Qualifying lap record: Matt 
Neal 1m15.612s (2018) 
Race lap record: Tom Ingram 
1m17.060s (110.06mph) 
(2018)

Neal grabbed first win for new Honda Civic

went side-by-side towards the left-

hander. Cook swerved left to avoid the 

inner kerbs, while Jordan took the 

apex. Cook emerged ahead.

One lap later, and Cook had caught 

and passed third-placed Tordoff  

coming out of  Church. Another lap, 

another position, as he jumped Neal 

for second.

Leader Turkington would prove to be 

a much tougher nut to crack. Despite 

the fact the BMW was carrying 66kg of  

ballast, he had made a strong getaway 

this time to fend off  Neal. The tyres 

were hanging on well and when Cook 

arrived on his bootlid on lap nine, it 

was still not certain that the German 

car would lose the lead. 

It finally happened on lap 11, when 

Cook held a tigher line coming out of  

Church and powered around the BMW.

“The car was just on rails,” said Cook 

after his epic climb. “The front was 

gripping really well, but the rear was a 

bit lively, which made things 

interesting. But to win a race like that 

from the middle of  the grid feels really 

special and the car had so much speed 

coming through Church that it made 

some of the moves easy. I was passing a 

lot of  cars into the chicane, but it 

seemed Jordan didn’t like it and we 

had a little touch. There was no 

problem with what I did as far as I 

was concerned.”

Behind him, both Turkington and 

Neal were delighted with podium 

finishes, given the weight that they had 

both carried. Indeed, Neal felt that a 

better result could have been on the 

cards. “I made an OK start, but I knew I 

was faster than Colin around the back 

of  the circuit. I was confident I would be 

able to get him back,” he said.

“I was looking in my mirror all the 

time and there was Tordoff  close on me, 

so I had to be careful. Then I looked 

again and it was Josh Cook. I wondered 

where he had come from! There was no 

stopping him, Josh was on fire.”

Tordoff  held on to fourth spot from 

Jordan and Proctor, who had been 

feisty in the midpack and even had time 

to give a place back to Chilton after a 

pass under yellow flags. Morgan, who 

was drawn on reversed grid pole 

position, came home in seventh place 

as Chilton wilted later on in the race. 

Goff  also pounced in his improved Civic.

Cammish should have been in the 

lead group too, but he ran wide at 

Church on lap two and he pitted to 

assess the damage. 

Ingram performed miracles from 

32nd and was inside the top 15 after only 

eight laps, and built on that for 12th at 

the flag. It was a recovery job, but it 

wasn’t enough for him to maintain top 

spot in the points. The honours were 

passed over to Cook – albeit briefly. 

Race three

The Mercedes on pole position should 

have been an ominous sight for the 

others. Morgan has taken two of his 

five career wins at the Hampshire 

track, and was light ballast-wise (27kg). 

The signs looked good for a strong 

result for the Lancastrian.

The signs didn’t look good for 

Jordan and Plato, as both were forced 

to withdraw from the race. The 

illness that Jordan had suffered all day 

finally got the better of  him as he 

collapsed after race two and was taken 

to the medical centre, while Plato was 

still struggling with engine issues in 

his Levorg. 

Morgan knew that his hard work 

would be done at the start, and he 

made it count. He made a peach of a 

getaway to head the pack into the 

Complex on the first lap. That was 

part one of  the job done.

“After that, it was a question of  

getting my head down and putting in a 

series of  qualifying laps to give me the 

break that I needed,” he said. “I was 

able to do that, but I still couldn’t back 

off. Others were coming up through the 

pack so it wasn’t until that last lap that I 

could relax a little bit.”

It was as untroubled an afternoon’s 

work as Morgan could have hoped for, 

but if  he had have looked in his rear-

view mirror, he would have seen a truly 

fantastic drive from Goff.

With the extra weight now shed from 

the Civic, he was flying. He went from 

seventh to sixth at the start and then 

picked his way up the order until he 

got to Proctor’s second-placed Astra 

by lap nine. 

The teenager proved to be a tougher 

foe and Goff  had to wait until lap 14 to 

make a move stick. He pounced when 

Proctor ran slightly wide exiting the 

Club chicane and dashed for the inside 

as the cars crossed the line.

“We really found a sweet spot with 

the car for that race,” said Goff.  

“We went down the right [set-up] 

direction in race two, built on that for 

race three and it was magic.

“I was tracking Senna and I could 

see that he was beginning to struggle 

with his front tyres, so it was a question 

of  waiting for it to come to me. 

Eventually, it did.”

Proctor said he had used his tyres too 

hard chasing Morgan early on, but was 

satisfied to bank the result – especially 

as he had picked up a track limits 

warning later on in the race. 

Just off  the rostrum was Tordoff, 

who capped a much-improved weekend 

with his third fourth place of  the day. 

The Motorbase man was the only one in 

the team who was able to maintain tyre 

life throughout the 16-lappers.

Turkington took 66kg to fifth place 

ahead of  Cook (with 75kg) in a 

relatively uneventful race. Ingram 

bounced back with seventh ahead of  

Neal, who complained that he was 

unable to make progress in the traffic.

Smiley hung on gamely for ninth, 

but the six-car dogfight for the final 

slot in the top 10 was entertaining at 

least. Eventually, the place fell to Rob 

Collard (WSR BMW 125i M Sport), 

who had struggled with poor handling 

all weekend.

As well as Plato’s machine, Team 

BMR also had a few headaches 

preparing Sutton’s car for the finale 

too as his car broke a driveshaft on the 

way to the grid and he was forced to 

start from the pitlane. He failed to 

take his place on the grid and contact 

in the midfield scuffles restricted him 

to 20th at the flag.

THE TIDE

‘Ingram rescued 
his weekend’
Top drivers rated, p26

JACK SEARS TROPHY

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Smiley 126
2 Cammish 122
3 Butcher 110
4 Hill   103
5 Simpson 103
6 Jackson 87
7 Smith 76
8 Oliphant 74
9 Bushell 71
10 Thompson 65

11 Caine 52; 12 Josh Price 48; 13 Sam Smelt 47.

Smiley tops the Jack Sears Trophy points

Round: 7  Laps: 16 Weather:  warm and dry

POS Q DRIVER CAR 

1 1 Matt Neal Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R 20m54.608s
2 2 Colin Turkington WSR BMW 125i M Sport 10  +0.860s
3 4 Dan Cammish Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R 7 +3.699s
4 6 Sam Tordoff Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS +4.040s
5 7 Tom Chilton Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS +5.290s
6 8 Andrew Jordan WSR BMW 125i M Sport  +8.922s
7 5 Senna Proctor Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra +9.361s
8 3 Brett Smith Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R +9.725s
9 15 Josh Cook Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 3 +14.929s
10 9 Chris Smiley BTC Norlin Honda Civic Type R 8  +15.436s

11 (13) Rob Collard (WSR BMW 125i M Sport) +15.591s; 12 (11) Matt Simpson (Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R) +16.260s; 13 
(14) Jack Goff (Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R) (48kg) +16.780s; 14 (12) Adam Morgan (Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz 
A-Class) (66kg) +17.787s; 15 (18) Ash Sutton (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) (39kg) +18.096s; 16 (17) Rob Austin (HMS Racing Alfa 
Romeo Giulietta) (15kg) +18.526s; 17 (16) Tom Oliphant (Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz A-Class) +19.922s; 18 (21) Aiden 
Moffat (Laser Tools Racing Mercedes-Benz A-Class) (33kg) +21.773s; 19 (20) James Cole (Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS) 
+23.602s; 20 (25) Jake Hill (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) +24.888s; 21 (19) Mike Bushell (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) +26.893s; 22 
(23) Josh Price (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) +27.155s; 23 (22) James Nash (BTC Norlin Honda Civic Type R) +27.766s; 24 (26) Rory 
Butcher (AmD Tuning MG6) +28.022s; 25 (29) Ollie Jackson (AmD Tuning Audi S3 Saloon) +30.185s; 26 (30) Bobby Thompson (Team 
Hard Volkswagen CC) +38.299s; 27 (27) Stephen Jelley (Team Parker Racing BMW 125i M Sport) +38.648s; 28 (32) Sam Smelt (AmD 
Tuning Audi S3 Saloon) +38.965s; R (24) Jason Plato (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) 13 laps/engine; R (31) Tom Boardman (AmD Tuning 
MG6) 13 laps/damage; R (28) Michael Caine (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) 12 laps/damage; R (10) Tom Ingram (Speedworks Toyota 
Avensis) (75kg) 5 laps/alternator. Pole position: Neal 1m15.612s (112.17mph). Winner’s average speed: 108.17mph. Fastest 
lap: Turkington 1m17.243s (109.80mph). Lap leaders: Neal 1-16.
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MATT NEAL
The old master’s qualifying lap was superb and he converted that into a great race one win, which he had 
to work hard for. Had to get a peach of a start to fend off Colin Turkington’s BMW into the first corner in the 
opener, which he managed. Third in race two and a solid eighth place in the finale showed the progress 
made with the new Honda Civic. 

STAR DRIVER

MICHAELCAINE
OK, so maybe this isa littlebitharsh foradriverwhohadn’toncevisited the officials’ coach for a telling off 
before we got to Thruxton, but former British GT champ Caine had reckoned he could manage to get 
through the whole season without a censure. His ambition lasted only until the opening race at Thruxton, 
when he cannoned into Tom Boardman’s MG at the Chicane.

WOODEN SPOON

Forhis first time
atThruxton,
Cammishdida
solid job in
qualifyingwith
third,but
admitted that
Nealhadshowed
hima fewtricks.
Third in theopening racewas
strongandheshouldhavebeen
able tobuild fromthere.Aslipoff
trackatChurch in race twocaused
aDNF.Was13th in race three.
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Strippedofa lap inqualifying that
wouldhaveseenhim lineup in
sixth,hestarted10thbut race
onewashisnadir,withan
alternatorproblem
forcinghimto retire.The
Toyotamanwas fired
uponhisclimb
from32ndto
12th in race two
and improved
that toseventh
in race three.A
real rescue job.

The Honda driver had warned 
that this circuit would play to the 
strengths of the Civic – and boy, 
he was right. 
Pole was followed by a 
great start to win race 
one, and then a solid 
third place in the 
second event 
put him firmly in 
the hunt. Left 
with a happy 
haul of 45 
points.

A great return 
to form for 
Turkington, 
who hit the 
ground running 
from the moment 
the cars took to 
the track. Two 
podium finishes 
and a fifth place in race three made 
him the highest scorer in his most 
racy weekend of the season so 
far. He is back to the front and he 
is hungry to regain ground in the 
title chase.

The teenager 
was one of the 
most spectacular 
drivers around 
the fast 
sweepers at the 
back of the track 
but was racing 
with one eye on contact: one more 
penalty and he will earn a one-race 
ban. Was sensible for all three races, 
and showed maturity to let Goff into 
second in race three when his tyres 
wilted rather than battle too hard.

Itwasonlypoor
fortune thathad
stoppedTordoff
frombeing in the
topsixof the title
hunt.Three
excellent racesat
Thruxtonprovided
himwith three top
four finishes–but that’sonly lifted
himto14th in the tablegivenhis
awfulstart to theyear.There isplenty
more tocomewithmore
performances like this.

That Jordan was 
even able to get 
into the car last 
weekend was a 
miracle, given 
how poorly he 
was feeling. A 
stomach virus left 
him vomiting after 
every on-track session, and he had 
to get dispensation from the 
doctors to race. Two top six finishes 
were his reward until he was ruled 
out of race three on health grounds.

Qualified a superb third in his Civic, 
but fluffed his start in race one to 
drop to the fringes of the top 10, but 
banked eighth. A wild ride through 
the Church infield and damage in 
race three meant that he only had 
that race one score to cling on to.

One of the stars of the show at 
Donington Park was on the pace 
yet again, despite not having had 
the benefit of a test at the circuit 
beforehand, like most others had. 
He qualified on row five and raced 
intelligently for three top 10s.

Thruxton is his favourite circuit, and 
it is a joy to watch him attack it. 
However, the downside of his 
aggressive style is that the Dunlops 
don’t tend to last. Fifth in race one 
was a good starting point, but his 
weekend unravelled after that.

A tough weekend for Collard, who 
was all at sea with the set-up of the 
BMW throughout qualifying and 
races one and two. He was 
suffering from understeer and 
couldn’t shake it off. A battling 10th 
in race three was the only solace. 

The Subarus were nowhere at the 
weekend, but Sutton can always 
be relied upon to drag the most 
available from it. That proved to be 
11th in race two. Race three was a 
write-off after a driveshaft failure on 
the warm-up lap and then a spin.

Goff was mystified with his car in 
race one, with a lack of straight-line 
speed hampering him. He worked 
hard with the team to 
rectify the issue and they 
turned a corner after his 
13th in race one. 
Eighth in race two 
pointed the way, 
but he still had to 
pass six other 
cars for second 
in race three, which he 
did with aplomb.

The circuit has favoured the Merc in 
the past, but Morgan came to the 
meeting with 66kg. He 
lugged that to 14th in 
the opening race, but 
once free of the 
shackles, he flew. 
A climb to 
seventh in race 
two rewarded 
him with pole for 
race three – it 
was a chance he 
didn’t squander.

Went the wrong waywithset-up in
qualifying and was on
after that. Fought up f
15th to ninth in race o
which set up a mighty
in race two with only 
of ballast on the Astra
(including a 
controversial pass on
Jordan). The flip side
was 75kg for race 
three, but sixth 
capped a solid 
weekend.
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RenaultUKClioCup
By Stephen Lickorish

JamesDorlinisunstoppableat

themoment.TheWestbourne

Motorsportdriverhasnowtaken

fourCliowinsonthebounceand

hasclaimedthepointslead.

DanRowbottomappearedinthe

boxseatinraceone,ashepassed

earlyleaderMaxCoatesatClub

onlaptwo.Hethenbegantoedge

away,butitwasn’tenoughas

Dorlinreeledhiminandgotahead

by going round the outside of  

Noble and past into Goodwood. 

“It’s frustrating,” admitted 

Rowbottom. “I had started to 

pull away a little bit but even with 

the gap, the tow is so powerful.”

In race two Dorlin grabbed the 

lead at the start as he beat 

poleman Paul Rivett off  the line. 

But there was controversy on the 

first lap as he skipped the chicane 

and then pulled away. Rivett 

closed back in but with two laps to 

go the race was red-flagged after 

Lee Pattison and Zak Fulk had a 

nasty crash out of  Allard, 

denying Rivett the opportunity 

to reclaim the lead.

Post-race, Dorlin was handed 

an 0.6-second penalty for skipping 

the chicane and lost his fastest lap, 

but was still able to keep the win.

British F4
By Stephen Lickorish

Thruxton isasynonymfor frenetic
when it comes toBritishFormula4
races. TheHampshireF4contests
arealwaysactionpackedand that
wascertainlynodifferent in2018,
butafter all thedrama theonly
changeat the topof thestandings
wasAyrtonSimmonsextending
his leadoverKiern Jewissbya
solitarypoint.

Simmons started the weekend very

much on the back foot. He had a 10-place

grid penalty for the opener, a legacy of a

collision with Hampus Ericsson at

Donington Park. But he was bullish

ahead of the start.

“We’ve got the pace and also got the

racecraft,” Simmons said. “If I was to

pick a track to have a penalty it would

be this one.”

And he was right. The JHR driver

was up to sixth by the end of the first

lap and worked his way up to third over

the next few tours.

Up front, early leader Johnathan

Hoggard struggled to match his initial

pace and this meant Dennis Hauger and

Jewiss battled for the lead. Jewiss spent

lap after lap running right behind his

rival, ready to pounce. When he did on

the final lap, it ended in disaster as the

pair made contact on the approach to

the Club chicane, and Hauger speared

into the barriers, gifting Jewiss the win

from Simmons.

“I had overtaken him and then he tried

to move into a piece of track that wasn’t

there,” explained Jewiss, as the contact

was deemed a racing incident. “He hit

the brakes and went over the top of my

car. I was staying calm and looking after

the tyres for the end.”

Jewiss inherited the race two win on

the final lap, too. Jack Doohan was set for

his maiden car racing victory after

passing his Arden team-mate Patrik

Pasma at Church following the first of

two safety car periods. He was never

headed after that point until he slowed on

the final tour with a cracked exhaust.

“I saw a red light on my dash on the last

lap and the car cut into limp mode

because the oil temperature got too

high,” said Doohan. “It was just one of

those things.”

Jewiss was again the beneficiary,

winning from Double R stablemate Paavo

Tonteri and Simmons – who fought back

after colliding with Pasma.

That meant Jewiss was seeking to

emulate reigning champion Jamie

Caroline by winning all three Thruxton

races in a weekend. But the star of the

race three proved to be Doohan.

He passed Hauger into Allard on lap six

of 16 and built a gargantuan lead – by

Thruxton standards, at least – as the pack

squabbled furiously behind.

Simmons, Hauger, Pasma and Jewiss

were inseparable throughout but in the

end it was Simmons who finished almost

seven seconds behind Doohan, with

Hauger third and Jewiss fifth.

“I just did the same thing every lap and

pulled away,” said a delighted Doohan.

“It [the first win] got taken away from

me in race two, but to bounce back like

this is great.”

GinettaGT5Challenge
By Jason Noble

GeriNicosialeftThruxtonas

thehappiestof theGinetta

GT5Challengecontingent–a

winandasecondearninghim

amassive66-pointhaul.

Ayearonfromhiswinatthe

Hampshirecircuit,Nicosia

showedthespeedearlyon

despitethedisruptionof a

red-flaggedstartfollowing

threemessyclashes

elsewhereontrack.

AlexToth-Jonesstarted

wellfrompole,butitwas

ShaneStoneyandNicosia

soonhoundinghisrearwing.

Acleanmoveonlapeight

allowedNicosiatoeaseupthe

insideof Toth-Jonesonthepit

straighttoclaimthelead,

beforedefendingfromaquick

JamesKellettforvictory.

Themomentumcontinued

inthesecondraceasNicosia

demonstratedhehadthe

speedtodothedoublehaving

heldtheleadoff thestart.

Buttwofreshtyresonthe

leftsideof thecarmeanthe

wasvulnerablefromthose

whowererubbered-in,none

moreevidentthanwhen

CenturyMotorsport’sMax

Birdwasabletoquietlycatch

theleaders,utilisinghis

grippiertyresatGoodwood,

andthenWoodhamHillto

movepastNicosiaintothe

leadonthepenultimatelap.

“Youarealwaysabit

disappointedwhenyoudon’t

winwhenyouareleading,”

Nicosiasaid.“Itwasatough

race,butitwouldn’tberacing

if itwasn’thard.”

Four victories on the
bounce for Dorlin

Nicosia on top
again in GT5

SUPPORTS

British Formula 4 (16 laps) 
1 Kiern Jewiss (Double R); 
2 Ayrton Simmons (JHR 
Developments) +1.049s; 3 Paavo 
Tonteri (Double R); 4 Jack 
Doohan (Arden); 5 Patrik Pasma 
(Arden); 6 Johnathan Hoggard 
(Fortec). FL Doohan 1m13.854s 
(114.84mph). P Dennis Hauger 
(Arden). S 14. Race 2 (14 laps) 
1 Jewiss; 2 Tonteri +3.842s; 
3 Simmons; 4 Manuel Sulaiman 
(JHR Developments); 5 Josh 
Skelton (JHR Developments); 6 
Hauger. FL Doohan 1m14.098s 
(114.46mph). P Pasma. S 14. 
Race 3 (16 laps) 1 Doohan; 2 
Simmons +6.733s; 3 Hauger; 4 
Pasma; 5 Jewiss; 6 Seb Priaulx 
(Arden). FL Skelton 1m12.055s 
(117.71mph). P Hauger. S 14. 
Points (after 9/30 rounds) 
1 Simmons 153; 2 Jewiss 148; 
3 Doohan 101; 4 Priaulx 100; 
5 Hoggard 86; 6 Hauger 74.

Ginetta GT5 Challenge 
(14 laps) 1 Geri Nicosia 
(Optimum Motorsport); 2 James 
Kellett (Century Motorsport) 
+0.377s; 3 Alex Toth-Jones 
(Richardson Racing); 4 Connor 
O’Brien (Optimum Motorsport); 
5 Katie Milner (Team Merlin); 
6 Ashley Marshall (Xentek 
Motorsport). FL Nicosia 
1m24.685s (100.15mph). P Toth-
Jones. S 30. Race 2 (16 laps) 
1 Max Bird (Century Motorsport); 
2 Nicosia +0.091s; 3 Kellett; 4 
Toth-Jones; 5 Will Dyrdal (W2R 
Motorsport); 6 Shane Stoney 
(Quattro Motorsport). FL Dyrdal 
1m24.903s (99.89mph). P 
Nicosia. S 29. Points (after 5/19 
rounds) 1 Kellett 219; 2 Nicosia 
170; 3 Stoney 169; 4 Toth-Jones 
143; 5 Bird 114; 6 O’Brien 109.

Renault UK Clio Cup (9 laps) 
1 James Dorlin (Westbourne 
Motorsport); 2 Max Coates 
(Team Pyro) +0.323s; 3 Daniel 
Rowbottom (Team Pyro); 4 Paul 
Rivett (WDE Motorsport); 5 Lee 
Pattison (WDE Motorsport); 6 
Jack McCarthy (Team Pyro). FL 
Dorlin 1m23.029s (102.15mph). 
P Coates. S 19. Race 2 (8 laps) 
1 Dorlin; 2 Rivett +0.105s; 3 
Coates; 4 Rowbottom; 5 Michael 
Epps (Matrix Motorsport); 6 
McCarthy. FL Rivett 1m23.084s 
(102.08mph). P Rivett. S 19. 
Points (after 6/18 rounds) 
1 Dorlin 118; 2 Coates 114; 
3 Rivett 106; 4 Rowbottom 92; 
5 McCarthy 92; 6 Epps 71.

Ginetta Junior (12 laps) 
1 Patrick Kibble (TCR); 2 Adam 
Smalley (Elite Motorsport) 
+0.163s; 3 Luke Browning 
(Richardson Racing); 4 Ruben 
del Sarte (TCR); 5 Greg Johnson 
(Elite Motorsport); 6 James 
Hedley (Elite Motorsport). 
FL Fin Green (Elite Motorsport) 
1m31.539s (92.66mph). P 
Smalley. S 18. Race 2 (13 laps) 
1 Smalley; 2 Hedley +0.337s; 
3 Louis Foster (Elite Motorsport); 
4 del Sarte; 5 Kibble; 6 Green. FL 
Hedley 1m31.683s (92.51mph). P 
Foster. S 18. Points (after 7/26 
rounds) 1 Smalley 186; 2 Foster 
176; 3 Browning 174; 4 del Sarte 
165; 5 Kibble 136; 6 Hedley 115.

Incidents aplenty, but Simmons maintains slender championship lead

Jewiss (r) claimed two wins 

– snatching both on last lap

Photos: JakobEbrey

‘Dorlin on blistering 
form in Hampshire heat’
Renault UK Clio Cup, below

JEWISS AND DOOHAN WIN
THRUXTON F4 THRILLERS

GinettaJunior
By Jason Noble

Adecisioninracecontrolisneverthe

wayanydriverwantstomarktheir

firstwin,butforPatrickKibblein

GinettaJunioritwasnoproblem.

Thequickrookiewasthesurprise

challengertoAdamSmalleyinthe

latterstagesof thefirstThruxton

race,whenhemuscledhiswayinto

thirdatClubonthepenultimatelap,

withSmalleycuttingthelastpartof

thechicanetokeepittogether.

LouisFosterhadbeenleading,buta

challengefromchampionshipleader

LukeBrowningendedintearswhen

theexitof thefirstcomplexwasthe

sceneof atouchthatpushedFoster

off andBrowningdowntothird.

Smalleycrossedthelinefirstahead

of KibbleandBrowning,butthe

stewardshadplentytodiscuss

afterwards–itemergedshortly

afterthatahalf-secondpenaltyfor

straight-liningthechicanehad

beenissuedtoSmalley,effectively

handingKibblethewin.

Butitwasadisplayof

magnanimitythathasbecomea

keypartof Smalley’sarsenalthat

meanthetookitonthechin.

“Itwasfairenough,”headmitted.

“Icouldhavecomeoff alotworse,

butitwasjustaboutbouncingback.”

Bouncebackhedid.

Smalleyhadhisworkcutoutin

racetwowhenKibbleonhisleftand

Fosteronhisrightsqueezedhimat

thestart,resultinginFosterspinning

outintothepitlaneexit.

RookieJamesHedleywasstaking

hisclaimtomakeittworookiesfrom

twoclaimingthetophonourstocut

Smalley’s1.1sleadtojust0.3s.

Butadefensivedrivedubbedby

Smalleyas“thehardestraceIhave

doneinmylife”,meantheheldthe

win,andwithit,regainedthe

championshiplead.

“Ineededthat–justtobounceback

likethatwasabsolutelyamazing,”

hesaid.

If Smalleywasincontentionfor

driveof therace,histeam-mate

Fosterhadhisownbid– recovering

fromthatopeningspintofinishthird.
Smalley took the flag, Kibble took spoils

Kibble scores maiden win as Smalley grabs points lead despite penalty

Doohan won after R2 heartbreak
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SCOTT SET TO TACKLE FIRST
AMERICAS RX EVENT IN PEUGEOT
New category will begin with
maiden round at Silverstone

By Hal Ridge

Albatec Racing team owner and 
driver Andy Scott will race in the 
opening round of the new-for-2018 
Americas Rallycross Championship 
this weekend at Silverstone. 

Scott, who made his first appearance of  

the season in the third round of the British 

Rallycross Championship at Croft 

recently and qualified on pole position for 

the final, will drive one of  his Albatec 

team’s Peugeot 208s in the event, while 

team-mate Mark Higgins competes in the 

World RX category. 

The new ARX series will run over four 

rounds in 2018, joining World RX events at 

Silverstone, in Canada (August) and at 

COTA in the USA (September) with an 

additional event to be held in the USA. 

Scott, who previously raced a Scott-

Eklund Racing Saab 93 in GRC events in 

2012, currently only has plans to race in 

the opening round of ARX. 

“I’m very excited about racing at 

Silverstone in ARX. IMG [series 

promoter] has pulled together an 

incredible event with World RX, ARX, and 

RX2 plus the music festival, and various 

track demonstrations and displays,” he 

said. “Tanner Foust and Scott Speed will 

be in very competitive cars, and the 

Subaru drivers equally so. It will be good 

to race against them.”  

The full entry list for the ARX season-

opener was yet to be revealed 

when MN went to print on Monday, but 

up to 10 cars are expected, with two 

ARX qualifying races appearing in the 

event schedule. 

Former champions of  the now defunct 

American-based Global Rallycross 

Championship, Tanner Foust and Scott 

Speed, are expected to race a pair of  

Andretti Autosport-run Volkswagen 

Beetle Supercars, while former WRC 

drivers Chris Atkinson and Patrick 

Sandell are expected to drive for the 

Vermont Sports Car-operated Subaru 

Rally Team USA in the new series.

KieranBartlett sprung a huge

surprise on theYorkshireDales

classic trial onSunday, May 13, as

hewon.He had only ever driven in an

event once,whichwas five

years ago in his father Stuart’s

historicCannon.

Four-timeAssociation ofClassic

TrialsClubs championDean

Partington lent his championship-

winning home-built car toBartlett,

23, as a thank you for his support

during his championship campaigns

travelling the country fromDerby to

all events throughout theUK,mostly

on day trips leaving at 0400hrs.

Bartlett wasPartington’s regular

passenger, but spentmore timewith

his dad recently.

Bartlett took an immediate lead

with a decisive climb onSwordPoint

2 during themorning’s runs. He led

his father by just twopoints and

during the afternoon sections they

tradedpointswith Kieran failing a

restart beforeStuart also failed two

sections later.

In the end sonbeat father by a

point, leaving both speechless.

Bartlett Jr said: “I can’t believe I

havewon, beating dad.Wewere

both in shockwhen the results

arrived. I drove dad’sCannon five

years agobutDean’sWasp is so

different and I’m really pleased to

have done the car justice.”

Mal Allen led the trial going into the

last section in hisMarlinwhich he

failed at the six dropping back to

third overall. Meanwhile ACTC

championship leader PaulMerson

finished in fourth tyingwith PeteHart

who is regularly topMarlin driver.

Results
Organiser: Yorkshire Dales Classic Trial When: May
13 Where: Yorkshire Dales Starters: 32.
1 Kieran Bartlett (DO Wasp) 23 points; 2 Stuart
Bartlett (Cannon) 24 marks; 3 Mall Allen (Marlin); 4
Paul Merson (Shopland Special); 5 Pete Hart
(Marlin); 6 John Charles (Liege); 7 Sam Holmes
(VW Beetle); 8 Ray Ferguson (Liege); 9 Bill Bennett
(MG J2); Stewart Green (SG Grufalo).

Andy Scott will race 

his Albatec-run 208

SPORTING SCENE

The Power Maxed Racing British 

Touring Car Vauxhall Astra will be one

of the star attractions at the Coventry

MotoFest on June 2/3.

Power Maxed will back the event, 

which will host competitive closed-road

motorsport on the city’s streets. A 

section of  the ring road will be used to

hold a sprint event.

Both Power Maxed Racing drivers 

Josh Cook and Senna Proctor have won

races in this season’s British Touring

Car Championship. Either Cook or 

Proctor, or possibly both, will handlethe

two-litre turbocharged machine 

through the streets. 

James Noble, MotoFest Coventry 

Festival director, said: “The support 

from Power Maxed in recent years for 

the event has been phenomenal and the 

appearance of  the Power Maxed Racing 

BTCC cars on the circuit last year with 

both guest celebrity driver Paul 

Vauxhall BTCC cars to
Coventry MotoFest

Le Mans winner Wurz to
make Rallycross debut

Jaguar Formula E machine will tackle the Prescott Hillclimb this summer

Four British champions headline the home entry for Silverstone World Rallycross

Jaguar will run one of its Formula E 

cars at Prescott Hillclimb in August 

as part of the venue’s anniversary 

celebrations.

Prescott is marking its 113th year 

with a special meeting, and regular 

racer Mitch Evans, who is fifth in the 

Formula E points, will tackle the 0.64-

mile hill after the 2017/2018 season. 

Evans said: “I am looking forward to 

driving the Jaguar I-TYPE 2 up the 

famous Shelsley Walsh hillclimb. We 

have a lot of hillclimbs back home in 

New Zealand but this is the most 

famous and historic. My all-electric 

race car should be well suited to the 

challenge and I’m intrigued to see 

what my time will be. I look forward to 

seeing and meeting some UK fans.”

Antony Harper, the chairman 

Midland Automobile Club, said: “To 

have technologically advanced cars at 

Shelsley is something we’re used to, 

but this is going to be something 

unique and very special to see come to 

the start line even in the 113-year 

history of the hill. Hill climbing has 

naturally had many innovative cars 

racing in the sport but the Jaguar 

Formula E car is something no one has 

ever seen against the clock so there 

will be a huge amount of interest 

following Mitch up the hill.” 

Four former MSA British champions; 

Andrew Jordan, Mark Higgins, Ollie 

O’Donovan and Nathan Heathcote lead 

the list of  ‘home’ drivers competing in 

the Silverstone World Rallycross 

Championship event this weekend. 

The 2013 BTCC champion Jordan will 

race an MJP Racing Ford Fiesta as part 

of a three-round programme, following

his maiden appearance with the squad at

Lydden Hill 12 months ago where he

made the semi-finals. The former World 

RX podium finisher tested with the 

squad at Greinbach in Austria last week, 

with team-mate Toomas Heikkinen. 

Three-time British Rally champion 

Higgins leads the BRX standings in his 

first rallycross campaign and won round 

two at Lydden Hill. He will drive Albatec 

Racing’s latest Peugeot 208, while former

British RX champion O’Donovan will

make his first international start of the

season having won round three of  

British RX at Croft earlier this month.

Oliver Bennett is racing a brand-new 

BMW Mini Cooper S in selected World 

RX events and will make his third start at 

Silverstone. Reigning British Rallycross 

champion Heathcote will compete in the 

RX2 International Series category 

hoping for better fortune than at round

one in Belgium where he rolled out of Q4

and didn’t make the semi-finals.

Ex-BenettonandWilliamsFormula1

driverAlexWurzwillmakehisWorld

RallycrossChampionshipdebutat

Hell inNorwayinafortnight’s time.

HewilldriveaFordFiestaSupercar

fortheMJPRacingTeamAustria

outfit inatwo-careffortalongside

teamowneranddriverMaxPucher.

Two-timeLeManswinnerWurzfirst

testedwiththeAustrianteam

atformerEuropeanRallycross

circuitGreinbachinlate2016and

willnowracethelatest2018-spec

FiestainNorway.

“Thatcar,withthatpowerisreally

impressive,verycoolandI

understandwhyIcouldgetvery

hookedonthissportandthis

driving,”Wurzsaidafterhis first test.

TheAustriandriverhasstrong

rallycrossroots,his fatherFranzisa

three-timeEuropeanRallycross

champion,havingclaimedtitles in

1974, ’76and’82.

Wurz Jr recently restored his

HollywoodandBTCCregular

championship driver Senna 

Proctor, was one of  the highlights of  

our 2017 event.”

Entries for the competitive section 

of  the event are still open but are filling 

up quickly.

Anyinterestedcompetitorsshould

contact the chairman of the organising 

committee, Chris Hall. He is available at 

chris@barc-midlands.co.uk. 

Alternatively online entires can be 

placed by visiting https://wp.me/

P7KkOZ-2Em.

Mitch Evans will 

run up the hill

father’s title-winning Lancia

Stratos, which ran at the Goodwood

Festival of Speed in 2016. “For me

this is even more exciting [than for

other drivers] because I grew up on 

the rallycross tracks with my dad,” 

he said after his 2016 test. 

“It was my first time stepping into 

a rallycross car on a rallycross 

track. It was sensational, it’s like 

going back to where I grew up.”

Wurz will race in World RX at Hell

Higgins is enjoying British RX run

The Power Maxed Vauxhalls will again form part of street circuit festival

ROUND-UP
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Breathing a sigh of relief for Meeke

Neil Ormston’s Jaguar photo from a sunny Castle Combe on Bank Holiday Monday

Brooklands Italian day, by Hannah Doran John Henderson’s shot from Knockhill

Will Jones’s shot from the Plains Rally Trialling, captured by Duncan Stephens

Autograss shunt, by James Giddings

Justin Ward’s shot of racers at the Snetterton Mini Festival Rally action from the Plains Rally, taken by James Mitchell

Knockhill backwards, by Alex Ireland

Peter Figg’s excellently timed photo

There was general disbelief when the photos of Kris Meeke’s mangled Citroen World Rally Car emerged at the weekend, and images wer
generally greeted with a sharp intake of breath and then an expletive. 

And the next question was how? How could Meeke and co-drive Paul Nagle escape without serious injury? The answer is in the tireless work that is done
behind the scenes to make sure that the latest generation of World Rally Car are as robust as they can possibly be. And that is something that the Citroen cr
will be thanking their lucky stars for right now.

It is the same in all levels of motorsport too and the governing bodies at global level and even national level never stop searching for the latest innovation to
keep competitors safe. It is an easy phrase to say that lessons will be learned and then forget about it but, in my experience, they always are. The sport will ne
been 100 per cent secure for its participants, but unseen work by an unheralded few has already saved untold lives. 
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Citroen star tests FIA safety systems to the limit - but proves they are effective

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S

FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

NEW
WEBSITE
motorsport-news.co.uk
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NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, MAY 30

LISTINGS
RACING
SATURDAY

Kirkistown, N Ireland
500MRCI meeting: Saloon Enduro,
Road Sports, Ford Fiesta Zetec, 
FF1600, Saloon/GT, Supercars 
Starts racing from 1300hrs 
(qualifying from 0900hrs) 
Admission adult £15 child free 
Webkirkistown.com

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
Snetterton,Norfolk

BritishF3/GTmeeting:GT,F3,
GinettaG40,VWCup,GRDC,
MiniChallenge,NorthernSaloons
&SportscarsStartsSaturday, racing
from1410hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs)Sunday, racing from
0945hrs (qualifying from0900hrs)
Admissionadult£25,under13 free
Webmsv.com
Contact08434539000

BrandsHatch,Kent
MastersHistoricFestival:Historic
F1,HistoricF2,HistoricSports,
GentlemanDrivers,Endurance
Legends,Pre ’66TouringCars,Young
TimersStartsSaturday, racing from
1425hrs (qualifying from0900hrs)
Sunday, racing from1005hrs
Admissionadult£28,under13 free
Webmsv.com
Contact08434539000

Croft,NYorks
750MCmeeting:BMW330,
BMWCarClub,FormulaVee,
Locost,RGBSports1000,
Roadsports,HotHatch,5ClubMX-5,
M3CupStartsSaturday, racing
fromtba (qualifying from0930hrs)
Sunday, racing fromtba (qualifying
from1200hrs)Admissionadult
£15,under15 free
Webcroftcircuit.co.uk
Contact01325721815

Anglesey,NWales
BARCmeeting:MaX5,CNC
Sports/Saloons,Legends,Scottish
Minis,ScottishFiestaandHotHatch/
ScottishBMW,ScottishLegends
StartsSaturday, racing from1245hrs
(qualifying from1000hrs)Sunday,
racing from0940hrs (qualifying
from0900hrs)
AdmissionAdult£15under16 free
Webangleseycircuit.com
Contact01407811400

MONDAY
MalloryPark,Leics

BARCmeeting:HyundaiCoupe,
Pre ’66TouringCars,Pre ’83Group1
TouringCars,Pre ’93TouringCars,
Pre ’03TouringCars,Pre ’05Touring

TV GUIDE

TV GUIDE

Audi and Peugeot go head-to-

head in the 2008 instalment of  

The Great History of the 24 

Hours of Le Mans (Thursday, 

0800-0945hrs). 

The French marque proved 

to be much quicker in the dry 

than its German rival, but 

wet weather in the second half  

of  the race meant either of

them could take the win in a

Le Mans thriller.

Twelve manufacturers did

battle in the Blancpain GT

Series Endurance Cup at

Silverstone last weekend, and

you can catch a repeat of all the

action on Friday (0800-0930hrs).

The best bits from the WRC’s

Rally Portugal are also being

shown on Friday (2100-2200hrs),

Tune in for round nine

of the 2017/18 Formula E

season from Berlin in Germany

(Thursday, 1515-1615hrs, BT

Sport 2), as Jean-Eric Vergne

closes in on a maiden title in

the electric series.

Prepare for the 2018 edition of

the Indy 500 this weekend

by watching the best bits from

qualifying to see who will start

on pole at the Brickyard

(Thursday, 2100-2200hrs,

BT Sport ESPN).

And relive the thrills and

spills from the British

Touring Car Championship

as the series visits the ultra-fast

and flowing Thruxton Circuit

(Saturday, 0800-0930hrs, ITV4).

Can reigning champion Ash

Sutton finally win in 2018,

and can championship leader

Tom Ingram extend his buffer?

LIVE TV LIVE F1

Cars,BlueOvalSaloons,Classic
andHistoricThunderSaloons
Starts racing from1200hrs
(qualifying from0930hrs)
Admissionadult£13,under13 free
Webmallorypark.co.uk
Contact01455502214

CastleCombe,Wilts
CCRCmeeting:FF1600,Caterham
Graduates,GT,Saloons,HotHatches
Starts racing from1230hrs
(qualifying from0830hrs)
Admissionadult£15,under17 free
Webcastlecombecircuit.co.uk
Contact01249782417

RALLY
SATURDAY

DownAmpneyAirfield,
Cirencester
RedDragonITStages

Starts0900hrs
AdmissionTBC
Webemcos.co.uk

SUNDAY
Cavan,CountyCavan

CavanStagesRally

Starts1003hrs
Admissions free
Webcavanmotorclub.com

SPORTINGSCENE
SATURDAY/SUNDAY

GurstonDown,Wilts
Starts0800hrsbothdays
AdmissionTBC
Webbritishhillclimb.co.uk

MONDAY
Ipswich,Suffolk

NationalHotRod

Starts1400hrs
Admissionadults£16
Webnationalhotrod.com

BelleVue,Lanc
BriSCAF1

Starts1600hrs
Admissionadults£18,Child£7
Webbrisca.com
Listingcorrectat timeofpress,but

pleasecheckbefore travelling

Formula2:
Monaco

Race1: Friday, 1025-
1155hrs, Sky Sports F1

Race2: Saturday,
1600-1700hrs, Sky
Sports F1

Formula
Renault
Eurocup:
Monaco

Race1:Saturday,
0845-0945hrs,
BT Sport 1

Race2: Sunday,
1015-1115hrs,
BT Sport 2

Porsche
Supercup:
Monaco

Race: Sunday,
0915-1000hrs,
Eurosport 2/0925-

Peugeot and Audi battle

F1 MONACO GP T UXTON
AT 50WHO WILL TAME THE STREETS

OF THE PRINCIPALITY?

MonacoGrand
PrixSkySports
F1HDcoverage

Drivers’press

conference:Wednesday,
1400-1430hrs

FP1:Thursday, 0945-
1155hrs FP2: Thursday,
1345-1550hrs

FP3:Saturday, 1045-
1215hrs Qualifying:

Saturday, 1200-1550hrs
Race: Sunday,

as Sebastien Ogier tries to

extend his championship lead

over Thierry Neuville and co.

Donington Park was the

scene of the opening round

for the LMP3 Cup (Saturday,

1600-1700hrs), where Nielsen

Racing returned attempting

to retain its title.

And finally head Down Under

for round six of the Australian

Supercar Championship from

Winton (Sunday, 1030-1230hrs).

Scott McLaughlin still

leads the standings after his

incredible brace last time

out at Perth, but Shane van

Gisbergen is hot on his heels.

1230-1710hrs
Highlights: Sunday,

2030-2130hrs

Channel4HD
FP1: Thursday, 0955-

1145hrs FP2: Thursday,
1355-1600hrs

FP3: Saturday, 1055-
1225hrs Qualifying:

Saturday, 1255-1545hrs
Race: Sunday,

1300-1730hrs

ICONIC CIRCUIT CELEBRATES HALF-CENTURY

GT5 Challenge back in action

1010hrs, Sky Sports F1

IndyCar:
Indy 500

Race: Sunday,
1530-2100hrs,
BT Sport 1

NASCAR:
Charlotte

Race: Sunday,
2230-0300hrs,
Premier Sports

BRITISH GT AND 
BRITISH F3  
SNETTERTON REPORTS

REVIEW

Vettel won at Monaco in 2017 as Ferrari took 1-2Sato won Indy 500




















