HONDA BACK TO THE TOoP 7.
Meeke and Nagle have the greatest escape

By David Evans

The strength of Citroen’s C3WRC
saved the lives of Kris Meeke
and Paul Nagle after one of the
biggest crashes in the history

of the World Rally Championship
in Portugal last week.

The#10 Citroen went off the

road on afifth-gearleft-hander

and cannoned straightinto the trees.
The car was completely destroyed,

prompting team principal Pierre

Budartotell MN: “The design of

the car? Thanks very much -

itsaved Krisand Paul.”

Fullstoryp2-3
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Team boss praises robust car as Northern

ByDavid Evans

Citroen’s Pierre Budar has
praised his team for the
strength of the C3WRC
which saved the lives of Kris
Meeke and Paul Nagle when
they went off the road at last
week’s Rally of Portugal.

Theaccident happened onthe
secondrun of the Amarante stage
on Saturday afternoon. Meeke
turnedinto afifth-gearleft-hander
toolateand the carslidintothe
trees which lined the outside of
thebend.

Meeke was airlifted to hospital
after complaining of back pain,
but wasreleased the same day
andflew homeaday later. Nagle
was uninjured inthe crash.

Havingstudied the data from the
car, Budar explained to MNhow
theaccident unfolded. He said:
“We saw the car slid when it got
ontheloose and the back of the car
broke away. There were a couple
of smaller impacts and then this
very bigimpact with the car’s
A-pillar against the tree. This
section of the car wrapped itself
around the tree. For me, this was
thebiggest crash I have ever seen

and even the guys who have been
here with Citroen foralongtime
said it was amassive one.

“Of course, after the crash, we
saw from the television Krisand
Paul were out of the car. And then
after this we saw the car: Wow, it’s
really impressive. When you look
atthis car, youcannot think that
thetwo guysinside the carare 100
per centsafe—and they are. They
havenoinjury,nothing broken.
Thedesign of the car? Thanks very
much-itsaved Krisand Paul.”

Meeke’saccident broughtthe
safety of the current generation
of rally carsintosharpfocus
last weekend. When the
2017-specification cars were
introduced, they came with
another step in terms of cockpit

“We make
the safest
car we
can’”

RIERRE;

safety. Driver and co-driver are
placed furtherinto the centre of
the car—and away from a potential
side-impactzone-and they are
alsofurtherback than ever before.
The positioning of Meeke and
Nagle behind theline of the
B-pillar and asfar back as possible
undoubtedly saved them from
potentially life-threatening
injuries. Thelastline of defence
forthe crewistheseats, which are
now equipped with mandatory
wings around the head. This
feature played abigpartinthe
Citroenpair’ssurvival of the
Saturday crash. Nolonger,
however, dothe crew sitaslow as
they used to-latest thinkinghas
them marginally higher for fear
of verticalimpact beneath the car
which could cause back injury.
Jari-Matti Latvala told MN:
“When you think back to where we
were 10 years ago, the safety side
isthe biggest difference we’ve
madein thecars. Honestly, when
yousitin thecar, thefeelingis
really niceand we have to be very,
very happy for the work the FIA
and the teams have done when
youlookatKris’scar.”
Meekefeltthe price was high for
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Meeke was

what was a minor mistake of

maketherollcageandall areas

running in seventh in Portugal when he left the road

rock totheroad. Before him

Y

g

b« 3 o = _\ b
Meeke and Nagle walked

turninginto theleft-hander of the car—it’sin our culture. [Neuville] there was nothing Citroen mpri essed
fractionally late. When welook at the regulation before he got there. Kris could H ’

The Dungannon driver said: fromthe FIA, we alwayslook to notavoid therock, if he does desp’ te Br eens woe
“The consequences were pretty goeven further.” then heisoutof theroad. Despitea frustrating
severe, because we ended upin Meeke will be back behind the “Heis quite clever, OK yesterday weekend for Irishman
somebigtrees. The car certainly wheel of aC3 WRC in Spain this was maybe his mistake, butexcept CraigBreen, Citroen team
doesn’tlook so pretty.Thave to week ashebeginshispreparations  thishedid everything properly principal Pierre Budar
say thanksto Citroen for building for Rally Italy. The strategy for that sincethestartof the year. Heisa was full of praise for his
suchastrongcar,andtothe event will be decided after the test. very fast guy. Wedidn’t discuss seventh place finish.
medical staff wholooked after “Ithink Krisis OK,” said Budar. thismistake yet. He was happy and Breen’sevent wasruined
mesowell.” “He’sfine.Ispoke with him the comfortable and not surprised by by apuncture on the seventh

Some onlookers were surprised

morningafterthecrashandhe

anythingin the corner orthecar.

stage. Having beenjust

athow much damage theimpact wasn’tsobad.” Atthislevel, everythinghastobe 100 4.4saway from thelead Craig Breenlearned after running first on the road
withthetreedid totherollcage. Having won Rally of Portugal percent, thereisnomarginforerror.” following a fastest time

Budar explained the philosophy three yearsago, Meeke started Budaradded that he would on SS6,he was more than his capacity togofast, but Breen admitted he was
inbuildingthecar. in Matosinhos chasinganother be consideringamoreinvolved twominutes back after from Saturday morning hugely frustrated.

“We could build atank,” he said. victory. Heled the eventearly on, approach with all of the Citroen the deflation. there wasreally nothing Hesaid: “When we were
“Butit’sabalance between the but was robbed of hischance of a crews moving forwards. “It wasthe same story for hecoulddo. He couldn’t in third on Friday, we
g-forceyougetfrommakingatank  secondsuccess by twopunctures “Wetry tocontrol everything, Krisand Craig,” Budartold  showanythingwhenhe could have been leading
and the absorption you can get insuccessive stageson Friday butsometimesthings aren’tunder MN. “Bothof themlosttheir =~ wasinthese conditions. on Friday night and then
from therollcage. The cagehasto afternoon-ascenariowhichled our control,” hesaid. “We work chanceinthisrally because “Instead, helearned you’reinagood place on
absorb some of the energy in the tohim havingtodrive the Porto very hard and we take complete of the punctures.” from these conditions—he theroad and who knows
accidenttostopit goingstraight streetstage onabrokenrim. care with the car all of the time. That timelossleft Breen learned about setting the after that... It’sbeen
tothebodies of the crew. We could Thoseissues dropped Meeke to We have alot of people preparing atthefront of thefield and carupformoretractionand atough one. It seems
makethe tank, but then any crash seventh, the position he crashed itand makingsureeverythingis openingtheroad for the makingsure the car was whenever there are some
will be very aggressiveforthebody from. “Theguysneedabitof perfect-maybe we need totake remainder of the event. working well on the surface. sh*t conditions first on the
of the driver and co-driver. luck,” said Budar. “Even when careof thedriversand co-drivers “On Friday Craigwas Now we move forward and road, they’re goingto come

“Our firstintention when we
designacarat Citroenistomake
the safest car we can. Our choice
interms of design are 100 per cent
more towards the safety when we

Krisisdoingthe proper things,
somethingis happening.

“In Argentina, we couldn’t
blame him for the puncture; it was
Thierry Neuville bringing the

inthe same way. I’'mnot talking
about duringtherally, but
between therallies, when they go
home. T have tothink about what
more care we cantotake.”

reallyinthefight,” said
Budar. “He was up to third
and he wasright there.
Thavenodoubtabout

look tothenextevent. It was
tough, aneventhe couldn’t
show anything—-butI'm
pleased with whatIsaw.”

our way. Still, it wasn’t as
bad as the Monte: my heart
wasn’tin my mouth all the
timelike it was then!”

M-SPORT’S RALLY MEXICO APPEAL FAILS > > O PAGE 10!



4 MAY 23 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photos: LAT

F1 ROUND-UP

Stroll won’t walk
Lance Stroll’s father, billionaire
businessman Lawrence, says
he’s notyet at the pointwhere
he’ll start to look for an
alternative team for his son.
Williams is lastin the
Constructors’ Championship and
Lance’s eighth place in
Azerbaijan is its only points
finish so far. Lawrence Stroll
described the team’s poor start to
the year as “a rude awakening”

before adding: “l believe in = EttEIf
Williams, | believe in the team. M‘

Tehlights Where 'S

Clearly they got it wrong so far,
but hopefully this will bring out
the bestin the people there and
they’ll fix it. We’re not going
anywhere else.”

Renault’s fears
Renault is still weighing up the
reliability of its current hybrid engine
systems before it can bring a key
upgrade. Renault currently uses an
MGU-K designed alongside Italian
company Magneti Marelli, with a
bespoke Renault Sport design
supposed to be introduced at the
start of last season. But that was
delayed as Renault has yet to run the
required distance on the dyno tests
(between 8,000-10,000km) to be
satisfied that the new part can last the
season. “It's clear that we have to work
on the weight [of the engine] and this
is one solution,” said Renault's Remi
Taffin. “There is no clear target for
when. | would say when it's ready we
willgetintoiit.”

Bullish Boullier

Eric Boullier has defended his
leadership of McLaren, despite
the British team failing to make
the sort of gains it had expected
this term. Having switched from
Honda to Renault power,
McLaren had been tipped to
return to the sharp end of the
grid, but progress has been
slower than expected. Technical
director Tim Goss fell on his
sword as the first partof a
reshuffle. When asked if he
thought he was still the right man
to lead the team, Boullier said:
“Yes, | think so. I's hard work. In
the past I've been managing,
rebuilding, restructuring a few
teams and | won with all of them
in any category there was.”

Bottas boost

Valtteri Bottas believes that he's
managed to eliminate races where he
felt he was “way off the pace”, which
hindered his first season with
Mercedes. Bottas has shown greater

=Vettel hi YWhere Spa niélf deficit.came from

ByRobertLadbrook

Sebastian Vettel says his
Ferrariteam mustactto
solve three key weaknesses
ifitis going to battle back
against Mercedes in this
year’s world championship.

Ferrarisuffered atough
weekend last time outin Spain,
withneither of its cars managing
tofinish on the podium. An
electrical glitchled to Kimi
Raikkonen’sretirement while
Vettel’s charge was hampered
by excessive tyre wear. The
German could only finish fourth.

Vettel said the team had to
openitseyestothetroubles,
andnotforget thatittook “a
fair beating” in Barcelona.

“We werenot quick enough,”
said Vettel, who trails Lewis
Hamilton by 17 pointsin the

Honda ‘feels pressure’ in Red Bull negotiations

Hondahasrevealed somedetails of its
potential deal to power Red Bull Racing

from nextseason.

The Japanese brand and Red Bull held

talksin Span about the two parties
potentially reaching a dealfor 2019
onwards, when Red Bull’s current
agreement with Renault expires.

— e

drivers’standings. “So, if we
arenotabletoseethatthen
wearemore than blind, because
wedidn’thave the pacein
thefirststint.

“Second,Ithink we struggled a
little bit over the course of the
weekend with the tyres. They
changed, but they changed for
everyone, soour ambition hasto
bethat we're better off, rather
than worse off, than everybody.

“Third, Ithink it was a poor
weekend in terms of reliability.
Kimihadanissue with the
engine [change after Friday]and
obviously retired in therace. If
wedon’t see those [three] things,
thentherearenoexcuses.”

Vettel does however believe the
team is capable of bouncing back
in Monaco and beyond.

“I'vesaid many times that this
teamis strongand we’ve gotalot

“Weare very positive,” Yamamoto
said. “Todeal with Red Bullis a very big
thingfor Honda, because they areatop
team. This givesusasort of pressureas

anengine manufacturer.

“Wehave to consider many aspects as
well, can wereally deal with Red Bull’s
size? We have tofeel the responsibility to

Sebastian Vettel says
Ferrari knows issues

of potential, butIthink we also
need tomake sure we address the
problems we have. It wasnota
good day [in Spain], butit’s
important these days that you
understand why and what’s
missing for thenextraces.

“Wehad all our updates for this
race [Spain], maybe the others
have brought more than us? We
had different tyres that maybe
suited othersbetter than us?
Whatdoesithelp? Why find
excuses? Bottom lineis we were
not quick enough to win, and
that’s whatneeds addressing.”

Afterdrivinginlast week’s
in-seasontestatthe sametrack,
Vettel added that Ferrari had
found its weakness.

Headded: “We have someideas
and it was good tohave the
possibility torevisit, butnowit’s
uptoustotakeaction.”

Lando Norris says hisimpressive testing
outings with McLaren are more aimed at
learningtheropes than stakinghis claim to
arace seat with the team for next season.
British star Norrismade hismostrecent
testouting with McLaren in Barcelona last
week, setting the third fastest time on day
two. Thereigning European F3 champion
currently leads the F2 points with Carlin.

German is ready to regroup for Monaco

Pirelli change good for everyone

Sebastian Vettel also
batted away suggestions
thatPirelli’s tyre switch for
Spain wasinany way to
benefitrival Mercedes.
Pirelli’supdated covers
for Barcelona were made
withreduced tread
thickness after many
teams suffered
overheatingon the
resurfaced track during
testing. The change
coincided with adominant
display from Lewis
Hamilton, leadingto
suggestionsthe change
benefited the Silver
Arrowsmorethan others.
Vettel scotched such
suggestions after his day of
testingin Spain, saying:

“Normally youdon’t get
the chancetorevisit these
kind of decisions, but with
the day we’ve had [testing],
if we had thenormal tyres
on Sunday [race day], we’d
have been worse off.
“I'think it was the correct
call,and it was our fault
nottohavethe sametyre
lifeas other people.”
Pirelli’s MarioIsola said:
“The behaviour of the tyre
over therace weekend was
inline with our
expectations—itavoided
blisteringandnow it’s
importanttohave
feedback alsoonthe
feeling, this kind of stuff,
solam very happy to know
that Sebastian said that.”

Norris says Mclaren tests are aimed at learning

asanopportunity to keeplearning, being
hereatrace weekends and listeningon the
radio. That’smore than just provingIcan
doalaptime.”

Day two was the faster of the sessions,
topped by Valtteri Bottas for Mercedes
ahead of Antonio Giovinazzi’s Ferrari.
Other British F2racers were in action too,
with Jack Aitken being sixth fastest for

When asked if the tests were crucial to
hishopes of landingan F1 breakthrough,
Norrissaid: “It’sjust a good opportunity to
getup todate with this carand the new
[Renault] power unit. Theears are X .
faster thisyear. Time-wiseit's abig 4
step. It’s good to show what I
candoandprovel’m
worthy of aseatin 2019
and 2020. ButIseeitmore

Renaulton day twoand George Russell
joining Force India for Pirelli tyre testing
onday one. World Endurance
Championship driver Oliver Rowland
. drovefor Williams on day one,
while GT man Jake Dennis
handled a Red Bullmachine
[ onday two.

supply theengine.”

A deal with Red Bull would put Honda
back in the spotlight, followingits split
with McLaren at the end of last year.

“It was difficult with McLaren, butit
was alsoa very good experience,” said
Yamamoto. “If we are goingto be with
Red Bull, we don’t think we’ll bein the
same situation we were with McLaren.”

Honda currently supplies engines to
Red Bull’s satellite team, Toro Rosso,
and could supply both factions as part
of itsfirst multiple team agreement
sincereturningtothesport.

Hondamotorsport boss Masashi
Yamamoto said that the talkshad been
positive, but Honda would have to weigh
upthedemands.

consistency this year with second
places in Bahrain, China and Spain.
“This year | have been more or less
hitting my targets for performance,”
he said. “There have been no
weekends that | have been way off the
pace, like there were a few last year. |
feel I've learned from those, and need
to continue my development.”

Norris was quick again
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Perfect weekend for Abt wnh
pole, win and fastest lap

Formula E championshipleader Jean-
Eric Vergnereckoned the Audisquad
was “inadifferentleague” at the Berlin
Tempelhof Airporttrack, andit’shard
toargueagainst that assessment.

Daniel Abt swept tohissecond FE
pole—aided by the abrasive nature of
thecircuit’sairportapron concrete-and-
asphalt surface meaninghisrival’styres
were still hot goinginto the superpole
session, while hishad cooled enough to
retain life for the whole of his flyinglap.

Heled away from pole and kept the
lead for each of therace’s451aps, easily
beatinghisfellow front-row starter Oliver

Turvey off theline. In the pack behind,
Jerome D’ Ambrosio (who ultimately
tumbled to 19th with energy management
issues and asecond carregeneration
problem)seized third with abold move
around the outside of the near circular
Turns 1-2complex, while Felix Rosengvist
had an even wilder move go wrong when
heslid off on tyre marbles and only just
avoided spinningintothebarriers.
Abtbuiltahealthy gap, while his team-
mate Lucas di Grassi easily moved his
way up to second place from fifth on
the grid. The pitstops caused Abt’s only
problem as he was momentarily held by

INATES

‘Neal opens his ’18
account at Thruxton’
BTCC at Thruxton, p24

Sebastien Buemi entering the adjacent
pits, which therefore wiped out hislead.

But Abt easily saw off his team-mate’s
challenge, which faded duetoa vibration
problem that Audiis yetto fully diagnose,
to win by 6.758-seconds. Vergne completed
the podium after a scrap with Buemi,
who ended up fourth ahead of Turvey,
the NIO driver fallingaway in therace’s
second half.

Mitch Evanstook sixth for Jaguar
ahead of Sam Bird, with the Virgin Racing
driver’s points gap to Vergne now up to 40.
Rosengvistrecovered to11th by theflag,
buthistitle challengeis now all but over.
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Brundle returns

to Le Mans

Formula 1 pundit Martin
Brundle will make a
racingreturn at Le Mans
this summer, sharing
an Aston Martin with
Olympiclegend Sir Chris
Hoy in the Aston Martin
Festival supportrace.
The pair will share
aVantage GT4run by
the Aston Martin
Performance Centre team
in the 40-minute event
which takes place at
the La Sarthe track on
Saturday morning before
the 24 Hours on June 17.
Brundlesaid: “I’d never
miss achance torace the
full Le Mans track, Ilove
the circuit. This will
be particularly special
partnering Sir Chris
—he’sagood friend and
handy on the pedals in
every respect. The
competition looks strong
so I’'ll be seeking plenty of
advice from my son Alex,
who alsoraces an Aston
GT3carinEurope.”
Other named entries
include MSA chairman
and Prodrive founder
David Richards, who will
share a Beechdean AMR-
run GT4 with British GT
regular Andrew Howard.
Great British Bake Off
star Paul Hollywood will
also take part, sharing
with Jamie Chadwick.
Within the 38-car entry
are two of the Vulcan
hypercars, which will
make theirrace debut.
There will also be two of
the DBR9 GT1 cars, seven
Vantage GT3s and 24 GT4
entries. The remaining
spots are for GT2 entries.

Yamamoto/ Button finished second

Button takes podium and
lead in Super GT standings

Ex-Formula1driver Jenson Button
moved intothelead of the Super GT
standings with his second podium finish
of the season at Suzuka.

Front-row starter Button, like several
other Hondadrivers, struggled for tyre
temperature initially, making them
vulnerable to the fast-charging TOM’S
Lexus of Nick Cassidy.

Button maintained second and
managed to build a small gap before
Heikki Kovalainen suffered a huge crash
at the exit of the second Degner, which
caused therace’s sole safety car period.

TheBritfell tothird at the restart before
pittingalaplater, handing over toteam-
mate Naoki Yamamoto, who brought the
car home second behind winners Tomoki
Nojiri/Takuyalzawainthe ARTA Honda.

For Yamamoto and Button, it was their
second podium after their runner-up spot
at Okayama, and they lead the standings by
one point from the NISMO pairing of Tsugio
Matsuda and Ronnie Quintarelli, who
charged from the back of the grid tofinish
sixth, despite the highest ballast of any car.

Ed Carpenter will start
on pole for this year’s
Indianapolis 500 after
being the only driver to > run...
hit 230mph in qualifying.
Penske drivers Simon
Pagenaud and Will Power
completed the front row
ahead of next weekend’s
race. Schmidt Peterson
Motorsports driver James
Hinchcliffe, polesitter

in 2016, was the highest
profile driver to be

* bumped from the race

. aftersuffering tyre

: vibrations during his final
Ex-F1 driver Felipe

: Massawill compete in the

: nextseason of Formula E

: aftersigning athree-yeardeal :
: with Venturi. The Brazilian,
: whoretired fromF1 attheend :
: of lastyear, has previously

: testedfor Jaguar. The series
: also confirmed ithas signeda :
: 10-year dealtorace in Saudi
: Arabia from next season...

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

late restart to claim the

: event’s $1million prize.
The Stewart-Haas Racing
: driverdominated the

: race’sfirststage and
surged to a last-gasp

: stage three win on fresh

: tyres, using his track

* Kevin Harvick scored ! position at the start of

- his sixth win 0f2018 : the fourth stage to

: inNASCAR’s non- ¢ hold the lead... Munnich

: championship All-Star * Motorsport driver Yann

: race atCharlotte, edging : Ehrlacherclaimed his second
: outDaniel Suarezona : World Touring Car Cup

: victory of 2018 at Zandvoort

: following ared flag, after

: four-time World Touring Car

: champion Yvan Muller's

¢ Hyundaii30N ended up on

: the barrier. The remaining two
: races took place on Monday

i as MNwenttopress...

¢ Muller ended up ontop of the barriers

Reigning DTM champion
ReneRasthaslabeled the
destructive crash he suffered
atthe Lausitzringlast
weekend as ‘dramatic’, as
his Audi RS5somersaulted
through the air.
Audiisstrugglinginthe

Desp1te heavy damage to the top ofhis car, Rast wa]ked away

championship thisyearas
new rules have implemented

Rast’s Audi was tapped into a spin before digging into ground

specpartsandlessaero,
which BMW and Mercedes
have dealt with better.
Rastfound himself atthe
back of the grid, and after a
safety car bunched up the
field, Rast was clipped intoa
spin by Loic Duval. His car dug

Rast left unhurt after ‘dramatic’ crash

intothe grassonthe Turn8
exitandrolled violently.

He was admitted to hospital
buthadnoinjuries.

“I'think the crashlooked
moreharsh thanitwas,”
hesaid.

“Itfelt quite softin the car
and then thelanding was a bit
harshbutIhadnopain when
Tjumped out of the car, Iknew
straightaway I was OK,Igave
thethumbsup.”

Britain’s Gary Paffett took
astep closertothetop of the
leaderboard with awinin
Sunday’srace, after ninth
inraceone, while Edoardo

Left with dirt on his face

Mortaratook the first.
BMW’s ex-Toyota F1driver
Timo Glock continues to
lead the standings with a
second and afifth.
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Dyrdal’s recovery

Will Dyrdal completed a storming
drive from 25th on the grid to fifthin
the second Ginetta GT5 Challenge
race at Thruxton last weekend.
Contact with Morgan Quinn at Club
inthefirstrace caused himto retire
and start alowly 25th for the second.
“We knew we had to go for it from the
start,” said Dyrdal, who was competing
with W2R Motorsport for the first time.
“People were battling so we got the
run on them, butoncelgotintothe
top 10it started getting more difficult,
but ’m extremely thrilled.”

Stoney’s struggles
Ginetta GT5 Challenge championship
contender Shane Stoney endured a difficult
weekend at Thruxton plagued by arecurring
clutch problem. The 23-year-old changed
the gearbox on his Quattro Motorsport-run
Ginetta after issues at the previous round at
Rockingham. A puncture at Goodwood in
qualifying and an off at Church during race
one added to his woes. “We are still having
issues with the clutch so we haven'tbeen
able to getthe car off the line properly at

the starts —no-one really knows what the
issueis,” he said.

Negative score

James Townsend has had a difficult
startto the Ginetta GT5 Challenge
season and is currently on -19 points.
He picked up his second points loss
of the year at Thruxton last weekend
when he was deducted 10 points for
overtaking underyellow flags in the
opening race. Matt Maxted also
picked up the same penalty andis
now on zero points.

Fewkes tribute

The Renault UK Clio Cup cars were adorned
with stickers at Thruxton last weekend
remembering Roy Fewkes, who passed
away earlier this month. He was originally an
engine builderinthe 1970s, achieving success
with avariety of different cars, before becoming
the technical commissioner for anumber of
Renault championships, including the Clio

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins, Jim Moir
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Clio race distance was &

reduced by three laps | '

TROUBLE AT,

Series set to'assess\whether.to)return to Hampshire venue next\year

By Stephen Lickorish

The Renault UK Clio Cupis setto
evaluate whether to compete at
Thruxton again next year after
lastweekend’s meeting was
blighted by tyre woe.

The Thruxtonraces were reduced from
12]apstonineamid concerns over whether

the tyres would last the full distance.
Seriestyre supplier Michelin
introduced a new compound for this

season butanumber of drivers suffered
dangerously chewed left-front tyresin

qualifying. A combination of the
new softer compound, high track

temperatures, the abrasive Thruxton

"G A
'r - -

B ] -

UPISUFFERS TYRE

surface and demanding high-speed
nature of the circuitled to the problems.
After discussions with Michelin, all
Clio Cupteamseventually agreed to
runless camber—three degreesinstead
of four—and therace distance being
reduced from 121laps tonine.
Championshipmanager Will Fewkes
said: “Restassured Renault Sport Racing
and Michelin UK arenot takingthe
situation lightly. Once Renault Sport
Racing was aware each competitor
was provided with a new left-front
tyreforeachracefreeof charge.
“Michelin hasavastreputationin
top-level motorsportand will be doing
everything within their power to

resolve thisissue moving forward.
“Ialsothink thatitisimportantto
stressthatthisisn’tanewtopicfora
tyre manufacturer when visiting
Thruxton,infactit’s pretty historic.
Maybeitistimetoassessthe validity of
visiting the venue when we formulate
our 2019 Renault UK Clio Cup calendar.”
Michelin motorsport manager Tim
Hoare pointed out other TOCA categories
already don’t compete at Thruxton.
“Around hereit’s very, very aggressive
ontyres,” headded. “Thistyre hasbeen
two yearsin the making and we’ve tested
itall over Europe with Renault but
Thruxtonisaunique challenge. Thetyre
reactsinadifferent way tolast year’s so
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laprecords will be broken butit’s[a case
of]tryingto get the balance [with
increased speed and durability].”

WDE Motorsport boss Wayne Eason
was most critical of the situation—and
wasreluctant for hisdriverstotake
partinracetwo-questioning Michelin
for bringingan unsuitable tyre, as
well as the Thruxton circuititself.

“Iwouldliketohaveatyrethat
wecanuse,” said Eason. “It’snot
the car’sfaultandit’snotthe
championship’sfault.

“ButIthink we shouldn’t come here
unlessthetrackisresurfaced-and
Ilovethisplace, whenIrace my truck
it’'smyfavourite one.”

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Dehydration and illness puts Jordan in hospital and out of final BTICC race at Thruxton

Cup. Fewkes was the father of current Clio
championship manager Will.
Hewastakentothecircuit’smedical centre

British Touring Car Championshipracer racetwo,Ijustfeltsobad.Itisashame,

Weller steps up

Mini Challenge Cooper Class
frontrunner Sam Weller will step up to
the JCW Championship at Snetterton
this weekend, handling the Dunlop-
backed guest car. Weller finished
third overall in the naturally aspirated
Cooper Class Championship lastyear,

Jordan had to sit out BTCC finale

Andrew Jordan was forced tomiss the
final round of the weekend at Thruxton
on Sunday as he was taken to hospital
sufferingfrom severe dehydration
after being struck with a gastrobug.
Jordan contested the opening two rounds

and finished sixth and fifth, before becoming
seriously unwell in the build-up to thefinale.

and then ontohospitalin Winchester
and wasreleased later that night.
Recovering on Monday, Jordan said: “I

felt so weak —it waslike Thad been throwing
up fora week! I couldn’t keep anything down,

buttheadrenaline just got me through
racesone and two.I have never really felt
the effects of adrenaline before, but after

because even though Iwasfeelingbad,
Thad two strongresultsand I wanted to
bagmore pointsin the third.”

Jordan said he would spend the early part

of the week recovering before preparing for

World Rallycross at Silverstone this weekend.
“Ineed torecover, drink plenty, and then get

ready for rallycross: I can’t wait,” he said.

winning all three of the final races of "
last season at the Norfolk track. “I’'ve
onlydone onetestinthe JCWin the

wet and, whileit’s arelatable carto

the Cooper, you do drive it differently,”

LMP3 Cup entries hit new low, but United Autosports may return

said Weller.“The aimis to do a couple United Autosportshasn’t of Dominic Paul and Jack Butel provide support to customers,

of rounds this year and then buy a car ruled outrunningcarsinthe wastoo heavily damaged after itwasnever ourintention to

and join the series full-time in 2019.” remainder of the LMP3 Cup aqualifyingaccidentonSunday  raceasateam-wealwayssaid
Championship, after thefield totakepartinracetwo. we would neverrace against our

Daly’s debut hitarecordlowatBrands The round marked the first customersif we could helpit.

Hatch last weekend.
The championship boasted

Weentered one car at Donington
[in April] and thenew JSP4 car

Martin Daly made his F3 Cup debut at
Brands Hatch last weekend in his Dallara

eventintheseries’ two-year
history tonotfeature an entry

F308, that took nephew Stephen to justfour cars for the two one- from United Autosports, asatestforLigier. Itislikely that
victory at Donington Park. While Martin hourracesat the Kent venue’s whichisthe UK’s Ligier agent. we could enter another round
had an eighth and ninth on his second ever Grand Prix Circuit. That A statement from the team laterin the year, but we haven’t

entered thefull season as that
wasnever ourintention.”

number wasreduced to three
when the Speedworks Ligier

said: “Our planfor the second
year of the championship wasto

visit to the Brands Hatch Grand Prix circuit,
his son Darragh will race the car next at
Oulton Park and Snetterton.

Just four cars took partin the LMP3 Cup at Brands Hatch

Laser Tools Racing quits TCR UK saying it has “lost confidence in the series” after two rounds

Aiden Moffat has pulled out of
TCR UK, with his Laser Tools
Racingteam “losing confidence”
inthe organisation of the British
Racing & Sports Car Club series.
For qualifyingat Knockhill
earlier thismonth, British Touring
Car Championshiprace winner
Moffat appeared to have pole
position after four cars were
deemed to be underweight.
Butafter the WestCoast Racing

havemade us completely lose
confidencein theseries, and after
alotof thought and discussion
wehavedecided tocallitaday.

“However we feel the format
hasalot of potential and we offer
our best wishestothe seriesand
its competitors.

“We would alsolike to thank
Derek Palmer and Romeo Ferraris
for giving us the opportunity.”

Moffatfinished second in thefirst

race of the opening weekend at
Silverstone before running out of
fuelinrace two. After Knockhill
helies 129 points behind Lloyd,
whohasscored perfectly at the
firsttwomeetings of the year.
Theseriesonly attracted 11 cars
atKnockhill and in a statement
said: “We would like to thank the
team forits participationin the
seriesand wish Aiden every
successinthefuture.”

team appealed, the cars were
reinstated and Moffat dropped
back behind Daniel Lloyd. Moffat
didn’tfinish thefirstraceand
thendidn’tstartthe second.
“Wehavedecided toleave TCR
UK asincidents at both Knockhill
races plus the previous meeting
at Silverstone haveleftusboth
frustrated and perplexed,” said
team principal Bob Moffat.
“Certaindecisions and actions

Knockhill marked Moffat’s final appearance in the series




Number of incidents at Mallory

Ambulance shortage

cuts Mallory meeting

Last Sunday’s 750 Motor Clubrace
meeting was abandoned with one
racetogoduetoashortage of
ambulances after anumber of
incidentsduringtheday.

Thesecond 750 Formularace
was canned, while the final MR2
Championship encounter wasred-
flagged early toallow an ambulance to
take Sport Specialsracer SylviaMutch
tohospital after she had crashed her
MEV MX150R on the Stebbe Straight.

Earlier, Sport Specials frontrunner
Clive Hudson had beenreleased
from hospital after he had beenin
anincidentandrolled his Eclipse at
Gerard’s Bend, having seta time that
would have put him on pole position.
MR2racer David Shead made heavy
contact with the pitwall after a start-
lineincidentin the second of that
categories threeraces, suffering
backinjuries.

Twodrivers claimed first-time
victories after several seasons of
tryingin the MR2 Championship.
Oxfordshire driver Paul Cook won the
opener after taking theinitiative from
pointsleader Ben Rowe fourlaps from
theend, but Rowe hit back with victory
inthe shortened finale to extend his
championship advantage. Tim Heron,
whomade hiscircuitracingdebutat
Mallory more than six years earlier,
took alights-to-flag win over reigning
championship Shaun Traynorinthe
restarted race two.

Former Locost and Compact Cup
protagonist Martin Gambling claimed
hisfirst Sport Specials winin the sole
surviving Eclipse, outbraking Rob
Johnston’s Cyana Mk2-which went on
towin the secondrace-at the hairpin.
Havinginstalled anew enginein his
Fiesta XR2i and been unimpressed
withitsrollingroad performance,
Marcus Ward was surprised todo the
doublein Classic Stock Hatch. Ed
Pither (750 Formula) and Ben Myall
(Historic 750 Formula) completed the
weekend winners.
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flips after contact

Car then burst

into flames

Nelson Rowe survived a horrific looking crash after specta
Park.The Historic Formula Ford racer made contact with Cameron Jackson when battling for the lead in the
series’second race of the weekend, and ended with his carupside down at Charlies. Unable to get out his
Crossle, two spectators jumped a safety fence to help right the car and were joined by Rowe’s competitor,
Callum Grant. Rowe was able to walk away unassisted and is believed not to have suffered any injuries.

Photographs by MickWalker.

tors and a fellow driver came to his aid at Cadwell
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Jonathan Palmer, owner
of MotorSportVision
which operates Cadwell
Park, statement:
“Thecar cametoreston
the grassright between two
marshals’points which
were220mapart. We locate
two fireextinguishers
behindthebarrierin
Dbetween these posts, SO
marshals getting there
don’tneed to run with one.
“Themarshals were
beatentothesceneby two
spectators, though, who
Jjumped over thefenceand
helped put thecar backon
itswheels, after which the
driver gotout himself.
“Itwasan unusual
situation and promptaction
fromthose spectators but
what Twould say is for
obviousreasonswecan’t
encourageother spectators
todothis. It certainly could
have helped and we’re
gratefulfor their quick
thinking. It would be wrong
of usnotto lookintoall
incidents, and weare
already studying thisone.
“It’snocriticismof the
racecontrol, marshalsand
rescue unit personnel who
didallthey should, and
aretrained andequipped
tosafely deal with such
situations. Webelieveall
thoseinvolved acted
professionally.
“Hadtheaccident
happened 500r 75meither
way, it would have been
closetoamarshal’s post
butclearly wecan’t have
amarshalatevery point
alongthecircuit.”

Spectator and
Grant assist

. 8 Rowe is he
B from wreckage

Balfe Motorsport’s GT3 entry to miss Snetterton British GT meet

Balfe Motorsporthas
withdrawn its British GT3
entry for this weekend’sraces
at Snetterton, but willreturnto
the gridin timefor the series’
showpiece event at Silverstone.
The McLaren 650S GT3is still
beingrepaired from the heavy
damageitsustained when
Shaun Balfe crashed into the
retaining wall at Rockingham

inthe previousround.

Balfe, who shares the car with
McLaren factoryace RobBell,
said: “The crash at Rockingham
was unlucky in terms of
achievingapotential podium,
butalsotheimpactitself
was quite heavy onthecar.

“Both theteam and McLaren
havebeen brilliant with the
rebuild and it would have

beenready toraceat
Snetterton, but we have decided
topreparefor Silverstone.”

Former GT Cup champion
Jordan Witt will be on the grid
though, having replaced Devon
Modell in the RIN Motorsport
Nissan GT3entry.

Witt will sharethe GT-R GT3
withregular driver Struan
Mooreforthe tworaces.

Balfe McLaren 650S
sustained damage

Poulton pushed rival Graham back to pits after latter ran out of fuel

whilehe wasahead.

over eight hours, butran empty

Citroen C1 Challenge driver Graham got out of the car
Greg Graham has called the “intears” for havingfeltlike
actions of hisrival James he’d thrown a strongresult
Poulton “completely selfless”, away, only for Poulton to help
after his car was pushedbackto hisrival back tothe pits.
the pits whenithad run out of “Ilooked atthetimeand
fuel with justminutestogoin there wasfour minutes to go,
theRockingham24Hoursrace. Ithoughtif he wasstill there
The Team Safety Devices whenIcamearoundagain,
car of Graham had battled T’lldrive up behind him and
with Poulton’sDDCW teamfor  pushhim,” said Poulton.

“TobehonestI’d have gladly
taken any penalty to help them

‘Completely sefless’ act as C1 driver pushes rival back to pits in Rockingham 24hrs

out. Yes, we were competing everyone down,” he explained.

for eighth place, but we were “He stopped and pushed me
competingfor 24 hours. We without knowing whether his
had mutualrespectforeach team would be penalised or
otherandIfeltit wastheright disqualified and that’s the

thingtodo.”

Graham was told to pit by
histeamlate-on, but gambled
inorder tostay ahead of the

amazing partfor me. He was
completely selfless.Ican’t
thank him enough.”

Poulton was given two points

DDCW car. on hislicenseforhisactions
“I'took agambleandIfelt but was allowed to keep his

despondentat that point eighth place, while Team

becauseIthoughtI’dlet Safety Devicestook 11th.

Mini Se7en Racing Club family come together to help Libre driver repair car after heavy Snetterton accident

Mini Libre driver Peter Hills
says his season has been saved
after members of the Mini Se7en
Racing Club pooled resourcesto
helpfixhiscarafteraheavy
accidentat Snetterton.

Hills, 60 from South Wales, was
T-bonedinto the Agostini hairpin
duringthe first wetrace. The

contact caused heavy damage
tothe car’sroll structure,
bodyshell and drivetrain.

Hills, whohasbeenalong-
servingmember of the British
Automobile Racing Clubrescue
unitat Pembrey and funds his
racingby marshalling on track
days, wasfacingalongspell out

until clubmembers gathered
together to offer support.

Led by members of Endaf

Owens’ team, the paddock
hasdonated anewrollcage,
components, as well astimeand
labour. Some sponsors have also
offered cash for therepairsand
Hillsaimstoreturnforthe

Europeanround at Zandvoort.
“I'm genuinely overwhelmed
becauseIthoughtIwasgoingto
beoutforatleastayearandahalf
withthatamount of damage,”
said Hills. “Iwasjust cancelling
travel plans when the guys from
the Owensteam called me to say
they’d had achat in the paddock

and so many people wanted to
helpme. It’squite emotional,and I
don’tknow how I could everrepay
everybody. It’s saved my season
asit’sagood few thousands of
pounds’ worth of work. Attimes
like this that make you feel solucky
tobeinvolvedin the sportandthe
Mini Se7en Racing Club.”

Hills’s Mini Libre before crash
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‘Simms will race
at Charade’

Brits travel abroad, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence
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Age: 26 Lives: Northampton
RacingaHolden

She followed herdad
intoracing

“lwas at a track from two months
old as my dad Paul was racing
karts, sol've grown up withit. |
followed him up through Eurocars,
snapping at his heels. | started
inkartsin 2002 as | got a kart for
my 10th birthday. I raced through
the junior karting classes and
thenwenttocars.”

She worked up to
BritishGT

“| started in SaxMax when I was 15
anddid acouple of years of thatand
then did Production Touring Cars
forayearand won that. | then went
into Mazdas but we only did part
seasons due to lack of funds but |
didafullyearin 2014 and won the
championship. | moved into GT
Cup withaBMW M3 for a part
season before British GT. Last year
I did one round of Blancpain and
that level of GT racing is epic.”

The Holden Commeodore
isforfun

“lwantto get back to enjoying
racing again without the politics,
sothat's why I've jumped into the
Holden Commodore with dad. He
imported it from Australia two years
agoasatrackday carthat needed
alot of work. He stripped and
rebuiltitand it is his pride and joy.
He's very kindly put me inthe car
this season.”

Donington was the debut
“We did one and a halftest days
before racing itin the Super Touring
races at the Donington Historic
Festival. It's amassive learning
curve and the car still needs alot of
workon set-up. We're in our class
and it should be quick, but it just
needsto have time investedin it.
That's what this season is all about.”

She’skeentodomore
historicracing

“lwant to do a two-driverrace

with my dad: that's a massive thing
Iwantto tick off the list. When|
started racing he stopped, but he’s
out of retirement now. I'dlove to do
some more historic racingand I'd
love to jumpinas many cars as
possible. That's what l always try
and doifl get the opportunity.”

She doesTVwork

“I'mthe driver on the Grand Tour TV
series and | drive some amazing
carsaround the track. Itis alot of
fun and you get to go to some cool
places and do some cool things.
Idoalotofinstructing as well

as other TV work.”

Eaton: growing TV career
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Forty FAtlantic
are available

FORMULAATLANTIC

SERIES IS REVIVED

Seventies single-seater category is reborn in the UK

ByPaul Lawrence racesat Brandsas the category
headstowardsits50th
anniversary in2021.
Primemoversof theideaare
Tain Rowley and Alan Morgan,
theoriginators of Historic
Formula Ford 2000, and they are
targetingasmanyas15carsto
racealongside the Formula 5000
and Formula2 carsat Brands.
Rowley and Morgan are keen
toget more Atlantic cars back
toracingand already have a

The Formula Atlantic
single-seater category
from the 1970s is set for
arevival, starting witha
pilotrace atthe Legends
of Brands Hatch meeting
onlJune 30/July 1.

The Historic Sports Car Club
willrun adedicated Formula
Atlantic classforthecars
within the Derek Bell Trophy

Graeme Dodd plans tomark 50
yearsof the Ginetta G16 sports-
racingcar by racinghis example
inthe Guards Trophyraceat
Thruxton’s 50th anniversary
meeting (June2/3).

Dodd and his son James proved
ittobearace winneragainstthe

Dodd to tackle Thruxton

database of around 40 cars.
“I'vealwaysthought a Formula
Atlantic wasa properracing
car,” said Rowley. “We’d like to
getasmanyas15carsonthe
grid as well as a display of non-
running carsin the paddock.”
Morgan added: “If things go
well at Brands Hatch then
we’d like some stand-alone
races next year. But we will
work with the HSCC Historic
F2seriesasthatalsohas

might of the Chevron B8 pack
thatusually setsthe pacein the
Guards Trophy races. However,
theformer Worcestershire Racing
Association car hasnot been used
forseveral seasons. “Ithasbeenin
the garage for aboutfour years
and asitis50this year wedecided

classes for Formula Atlantics.”

Formula Atlantic grew out
of the US Formula B category
and started in the UKin 1971
for 1600cc single-seater racing
cars powered by production-
based twin-cam engines.

The class gained
considerable supportand was
asupportrace tothe British
Grand Prix butfaded later in
the 1970s under the threat
from Formula 3.

Dodd plans to help Ginetta G16 celebrations at Thruxton party

toraceitagain,” said Dodd. “I've
hadalotof funinthe Ginetta.”
TheDoddsalsoplantorace
the Ginetta with Mastersatthe
Silverstone Classic although
their mainfocus for the season
issharingan E-typeinthe
Jaguar Classic Challenge.

Pre ’66 cars return to Goodwood circuit

pre’66touring cars and will
include many contemporary

Afocuson 70 yearsof the
Jaguar XK120 and areturn

of Pre’66 Touring Cars are touring car stars.
among thefeature of the After atwo-year sabbatical,
raceline-up for the 20th the Fordwater Trophy
anniversary edition of the returns to evoke memories
Goodwood Revivalrace of the early Members’
meeting (September 7-9). Meetings. Therace for

For thefirst time since production-based sports and

GT carsfrom 1948 to 1954 will
feature alarge contingent of
Jaguar XK120s tomark the
model’s 70th anniversary.

Tom Kristensen’s victory
in the mighty Ford Fairlane
Thunderboltin 2015, the St
Mary’s Trophy will run for

StevenWorradraceda
DatsunYB110inthe 70s

class at Cadwell Park.
Worradtookthe 1972

*%| 1200cc carfrom France

inexchange foratouring
carand hopestoraceit
two or three more times
this summer.As one of

8l onlythree suchcars

il believed tobe racingin
Europe, the carisforsale.

Walker gets some help from rivals to return to the rally stages

Rally driver Alan Walker has
already started therebuild of
his Ford Escort Mk2 afterit was
heavily damaged on the Pirelli
Rallylastmonth.

Thecar cartwheeledina
Kielder ditch and waslater

T-boned by the Hillman Avenger
of Eliot Retallick.
Walkerimmediately received
offers of help and parts from
fellow competitors and hopes to
haveitrepairedin time forthe
Carlisle Stages or Red Kite Stages

inJune. “Itcould have been alot
worse and I've had offers of help

from people like Ben Friend, Will

Onions, Rob Smith and Ieuan
Rowlands,” said Walker. “T
should getall the partsIneed
fairly quickly.”

Walker aims to rally again
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F1 for Brands

Two races for the FIA Masters
Historic Formula One
Championship headline this
weekend’s Masters Festival on
the Brands Hatch GP circuit.

After the opening tworaces at
Imolain April, Mike Cantillon
(Williams FW07) tops the Post ’78
competition and Jamie Constable
heads the Pre ’78 points, although
Constable has yet to enter for
Brands Hatch.

Gold Cup is go!

Entries have opened for the 50th
anniversary race for the Chevron

B8 at the Oulton Park Gold Cup
meeting over the August Bank Holiday
weekend. The 40-minute race on
Monday (August 27) will feature a
compulsory pitstop and optional driver
change andis opento all Chevron B4s,
B6s and B8s with a current FIA Historic
Technical Passport.

HSCCF2is fullup

An excellent 26-car entry will
tackle rounds three and four of
the HSCC Historic Formula2 FIA
International Series on the Brands
Hatch Grand Prix circuit during
this weekend’s Masters Historic
Festival. Richard Evans (March
742) should be the absolute
benchmark, but faces opposition
from a gaggle of quickrivals.

O’Brien in Junior
British GT contender Michael O'Brien
made his Formula Junior debut at
Cadwell Parkin the ex-Alastair Pike
Lotus 20 from the Silverstone-based
Speedsportteam. “The caris stilla
workin progress,” said O'Brien,

who claimed two second placesin
Lincolnshire to his friend and former
team-mate Cameron Jackson.

Watercress bother
Julian Barter raced the Datsun
240Z of his father Charlesin the
70s Road Sports race at Cadwell
Park on Sunday. Charles took a
win in the first of the weekend’s
tworaces, but had to miss
Sunday’sdueto hisrolein
organising the Alresford
Watercress Festival. “Alresford
is the watercress capital of the
world,” said Barter senior.

FF2000 at Charade
More than 20 UK-based Historic
FF2000s are heading to the former
Clermont Ferrand track of Charade in
France this weekend for a pair of races.
Ofthe 28 cars thatraced at Cadwell
last weekend, only three are also going
to France including Cadwell winner
Benn Simms, so atleast 50 HFF2000
carsare currently active inthe UK.

Rivals help Bartell
Max Bartell was fortunate to make
the Cadwell Park Historic FF1600
weekend after clobbering his
Merlyn Mk20 in testing on Friday.
Nigel Grant, who runs the car,
used all of his spares and more
parts were borrowed from arange
of fellow competitors. “Everyone
helped out, which was brilliant,”
said Bartell ahead of his first races
ofthe season.

Rowley goes on tour
lain Rowley started a four-week
European foray yesterday, starting

with commitments at both Zolder and
Charade this weekend. From Zolder he
willhead to Lithuaniato start the three-
weekend FJunior Baltic Tour, where he
willrace lan Robinson's Lola Mk5.

> > DPAGE 30|




A

I

10 MAY 23 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

NEWS SPECIAL

OGIER PENAL
SET TROUBLI

‘Outrage as Frenchman

rwas the only one hit_
“With post-stage censure

__'——’

ByDavid Evans

The direction of this year’s World
Rally Championship title took what
could yet be a decisive turn last
week. Not at round six in Portugal,
butin Paris, where the outcome
from the FIA’s International Court
of Appeal was announced.

AtRally Mexicoin March, Sebastien
Ogier was stripped of hisfour powerstage
bonus points after he hita chicaneinthe
final stage. He was one of six driversto
hitthebarrierin Las Minas, buthe was
the only one given a penalty.

Inwhat’srapidly turningintothe
tightest fight for the drivers’titlein
years, those four points could be crucial
attheend of the season.

Accordingtomany inthe service park,
that decision has exposed shortcomings
intheregulations and setapotentially
troublesome precedent—with Hyundai’s
Dani Sordo and Toyota man Esapekka
Lappipenalised under the same
regulation at the Rally of Portugal.

Motorsport Newshas obtained key

a

evidence from the appeal, which raises
further questions over the decisions
taken following the events of March’s
Rally Mexico.

A quick recap...
The Las Minas stageran twice onthe
final day of Rally Mexicoin March -
SS21 and SS22, the latter beingthe
points-paying powerstage. After
watching Thierry Neuville’s Hyundai
120 Coupe WRC collide with all three
parts of the chicane, clattering the plastic
barriers, M-Sport Ford World Rally Team
co-ordinator Iain Tullie contacted the
event organisers seeking clarification of
the consequences of hittingthe chicane.
Byreturnemail -toall of the teams—
deputy clerk of the course for Rally
MexicoJaime del Palaciosaid: “Any
deviation from the route specified by
theroadbook, specifically not going
around the elements of the chicaneat
box 18on SS22 will be referred to the
stewards for further investigation.”
Ogier hit the firsttwo elements of the
chicanein SS22, wasreferred tothe

HOW THIERRY NEUVILLE VAULTED TO THE TOP IN PORTUGAL > 2 JPAGE 20
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stewards and had 10 seconds added to
histime for the stage. He dropped from
second fastest toseventh. Second
quickest brought four points, seventh
gave him zero bonus points from
the powerstage.

M-Sportappealed that decision.
The appeal was heard by the FIA’s
International Court of Appeal on Friday
May 4 and last week the decision was
announced statingit upheld the
stewards’ decision.

Making the chicanes
The FIA’s Rally Safety Guidelines
offers advice on how tomake and space
chicanes sensibly and safely. It states
chicanes should be made from straw
bales, water tanks, a wall of connected
tyresoraconcretebarrier. The Las
Minas chicane was made of plastic so
light M-Sport presented evidence of
achild pushingone of the barriers
alongthe ground.

Some of the most compellingevidence
from M-Sport comes in the numbers from
Ogier’scarinthestage. The datatrace of

Ogier’s Fiesta between 10,920 and 10,980
metresinthestage—-thelocation of the
chicane - shows significantly more
steeringinputasthe Frenchman
attemptstonegotiate thefirstelement

of the chicane on SS22than on SS21, but
after thatthe inputis the same. Crucially,
the car speed in that 60-metre section of
thestageis virtually identical.

What’s good for one stage
Ogier contravened sporting regulation
14.2in Mexico. Inanutshell, thatrule
stipulates crews must follow the route
aslaid outintheroadboook. Inthe
stewards’ eyes, hefailed todo that

and was penalised.

Keyfiguresin the sportare questioning
why Neuville wasn’t penalised in the
samefashion after he hitthe chicane
in SS21-and, therefore, similarly failed
tofollow the designated route. The same
rulesapply toevery stage.

Deviation from route
M-Sportdirected theappealtoa
stewards’ decision from the 2014 Rally

Poland, when Andreas Mikkelsen was
found guilty of deviating from the route—
acontravention of the sameregulation
which Ogierfell foul of.

The Norwegian’s Volkswagen PoloR
WRC was caught cuttinga corner with
all four wheels on the grass. He was
handed a €5000 [£4300] fine and no time
penalty. Atthetime, Mikkelsen’sroute
was both shorter and faster. M-Sport has
offered evidence todemonstrate Ogier’s
route through the chicanein SS21 could
not have offered an advantage of more
thanatenth of asecond.

Notall barriers are equal
What’snot widely knownisthat atleast
four otherleadingdrivershit the same
chicanein SS22. The pictures opposite
show Sebastien Loeb, Jari-Matti Latvala,
Dani Sordo and the powerstage winner
Ott Tanak all colliding with the chicane.
AccordingtotheICA, theimportant
aspectof their collisionis thatthey
hitthe second and third barriers.

The FIAICA outlined the reasons it
feltthefirst barrier was more important
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R sbparco
Ogier claimed the Mexican

win, but there was a sour taste

than the other two, stating: “The

Courtfindsthatthismakesan

essential difference between the other

competitors’ caseand the case of the

Appellant’scar No. 1,asthefirstset

of elements of achicane hasthe most

importantimpact when it comesto: (i)

adapting the car’spath, (ii) reducing

the car’s speed and (iii) meeting the

safety objectives of a chicane.”
Initsevidencetotheappeal,

the governingbody stated Ogier,

“did not merely touch the elements

of the chicane but completely displaced

thefirstelement and was the only one

todoso”.

Reaction

M-Sport Ford team principal Malcolm
Wilson offered the only comment from
theBritish squad.

Hetold MN: “Asyoucanimagine,
we’re very disappointed with the
decision. Wefelt-and we still feel -
wehaveavery strong case here. We're
very interested to see where we go
fromhere.”

AT Gt

Oneof the primary concernsfrom
the decisionisthe precedent this
decision sets.

“Whatnow?” said one senior service
park source. “Every timeadriver clips
acorner, hitsa chicaneortouchesa
tyrebarrier, do we expect the stewards
tostepin?

“InMexico these were lightweight
plasticbarriersthat were very, very
easily displaced.

“Wehad somebody in the stage
watchingthis section and when
Neuville destroyed the chicane, the
barriers weren’t put back in exactly
the same place they were before he
hitthem. How could they be when
there were nomarkings on theroad
tosay wheretheyhadtobe?

“Look at the difference between
Ogier and Tanak coming through
in SS22. For Tanak, the grey barrier
isnearest the car whereas when
Ogier went through it was the orange
barrier—whichis wider atthe base.
Thisisbecause the barriers were put
back wrongly.”

’ g [} 4
Search MSportltd
to follow the team

Other drivers touched the barriers

Consistency is needed

to clean up the WR

Oneof the things
this decision would
appeartoexposeisa
lack of consistency,
notonlyinthe
structureand
placement of chicanes—butalsointhe
approach from the powers that be.

We got another example last
Saturday night with a stewards’
decision whichleft Sordo (and, after
thefinish on Sunday, Esapekka Lappi)
hitwith a 10s penalty fornot going
around the tyresin Rally of Portugal’s
Portostreet stage (see below).

Apre-event bulletin from the
organisers stated: “A penalty of
30seconds will be applied to any
competitor who fails to follow the
indicated route at any of these points.

Intheir decision regarding Sordo’s
infringement, the stewardsjustify a
10-second penalty by saying: “Bulletin
1setsa30-second time penalty to be
applied to any competitor who fails
tofollow therouteasindicated in the
diagrams. However, the stewards
consider thatthe penalty stated in
Bulletin 1is merely meant for cases
whereadriver fails to complete
allnecessary laps around each
roundabout and not for cases where
thebales are displaced by accident.”

Inthat case, what’s the point of
thebulletin? Where’s the continuity
of ruleandregulation? Clearly, by
hittingthe tyres, Sordodidn’t make
the 270-degree turn—thediagramin

2

' thebulletinshows aline goingaround

thetyres and not through the tyres

The bulletin makes nomention of a
penalty for hitting the tyres—butin
Mexico there wasnomention of a
penalty for hitting the chicane. If
hitting the tyresisfollowing the route
in Portugal; then hitting the chicane
isfollowing the route in Mexico.

Now more than ever we need
strength of leadership, permanent
stewards, a uniform approach and,
above anything, concrete regulation.
Atthe Monza Rally, for example,
crews know, they hita chicane and
it’safive-second penalty. Ogier,
Sordo, Lappi and others would
certainly have given the barriersa
wider berth. Let’s have the same here.
Afew yearsago, the FIA soughtinput
into the best way to make chicanes,
Rally Germany’s straw bales was
seen as best practiceand aregulation
was expected to follow.

And still we wait.

Failure to address this will turn
the teamsin on themselves-as
hasalready started—anda
tit-for-tat approach which will
costnothing but time, money and
the sport’scredibility.

But gettingback to Mexico, asfar
asIcansee, the punishment simply
doesn’tfitthe crime. All we can hope
isthatany championship battle
involving Ogieris decided by a
differential of more than four points.

David Evans
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Ogier failed to finish in Portugal
Ogier calm despite not
leading the points table

Sebastien Ogier hasreached the
mid-point of the World Rally
Championship out of the lead for
thefirst timeinfive years—and
the Frenchman’s completely
relaxed about the situation.

Last week’s Rally of Portugal was
only the defending champion’s
second no-score in 24 events. Lying
fourth, Ogier damaged the steering
on his Ford Fiesta WRC and retired
on SS5. Running further up the order,
he was then unable to secure any
powerstage pointsin Sunday’s finale.

Asked about the 19-point difference
between himself and Thierry
Neuville, Ogier said: “You know
what, 'm happy with that. It’s the
first time I'm going to have somebody
in front of me in Sardinia and maybe
in Finland and that makes a big, big
difference. Look where Craig [Breen]
ishere, he’snowhere because
he’sfirstontheroad.

“But Sardiniaisthe tough one
because normally there’s nearly no
chance of anyrain-soif itrainsthis
year then I know I amreally unlucky.
For sure, thishasn’t been a successful
operation this weekend and, of
course, I would like the points, but the
seasonislongand the performanceis
there. These are the positives, buta
zeroisnever a good weekend.”

Ogier added that he was looking
forward to watching Neuville
running at the front of thefield.

“We saw when he did it last time in
Mexico he wasnowhere,” he added.

“Butit’s good for other drivers to
see how itis-likeIsaid before, they
normally say: ‘Ah, it’s Ogier, he’s
complaining toomuch.’ Let’s see.”

Ogier’s championship lead at the
mid-point of the last five years
compared to this season

+65
i i
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Sordo copped a censure for hitting tyres on Rally Portugal last weekend

Hyundai angered as rival team asks officials to look at Sordo tyre contact

Hyundai chief Michel Nandan has
warned of a deterioration in the
relationship between the teams
following Dani Sordo’s penalty
atlast week’s Rally of Portugal.
Motorsport News understands
the stewards were already aware
that Sordo collided with tyres,
raising the potential that he
didn’t follow the prescribed route,
thereby potentially incurring a
penalty (similar to Sebastien
Ogier’s from Mexico). But sources

at Hyundai told MN they were
sure M-Sport had encouraged
the organisers to investigate.
M-Sport declined to comment on
this speculation.

Nandan said: “If it was me and
another driver from another
team did this, I would not have done
anything about it. The only thing
written is that if you don’t follow
the roadboook you are penalised
by 30 seconds. Dani followed the
roadbook because he went around

the tyres. Yes, he touched one,

but nowhere is it written about
this. We have seen in Germany the
chicanes are destroyed, but nothing
happened. But you asked if I would
do anything about this [againsta
rival team] and my answer is no, I
would not -but that is the difference
between me and them. It’s really
ashame because we had a really
nice co-operation between
everybody, but now it’s different.
Now we know what the gameis.”
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BRC JOINS
RALLYDAY

Ghampinnship celebrates at Gastle Combe

BRC had 2015 meeting at Combe

ByDavid Evans abletoreach in the way we wanted.
We’ve attended Rallyday before, butin

nothinglike the capacity we will this

The British Rally Championship

»

will join forces with Rallyday
as part of its 60th anniversary
celebrationsin September.
TheBRCisnostrangertothe Castle
Combe event, but this year will be the
biggest presence yetfrom Britain’s
premierrally series. BRC manager Iain
Campbell explained one of the attractions
of Rallyday isits Wiltshirelocation.
Campbell said: “Our six-round
calendar takes the British Rally
Championship upand down the
country-andinto mainland Europe -
but England’s south-westisanarea
where, before now, we hadn’t been

year. We’ll bring all the bells and whistles.

Rallyday organiser Tom Davis said
hewasdelighted tohostthe BRC
celebrations, saying: “It’sagenuine
honour tobe working with the British
Rally Championship. We’ve already
got plenty of BRC-related celebrations
lined up with two of the series’ biggest
and most successful names: Jimmy
McRae and Russell Brookes joiningus
ontheday.”

The venue was host to one of the
key meetings-held in 2015-revealing
detailsabout the BRC’s relaunch for
the 2016 season.

Yates takes seventh in Antibes in Belgium prep

gravel for Wales Rally GB. The event
was won by Bryan Bouffier, debutinga
Hyundaii20 R5, by 50.1s ahead of the
new Citroen C3R5 driven by Yoann
Bonato. Alsoon the event was the
Peugeot Sport Cup, which Welsh
competitor Meirion Evans has stepped
up tofrom the BRC this year.

He suffered brake problems on SS2,

Rhys Yates prepared for the Ypres Rally
with seventh on Rally Antibes, which
uses stages from Rally Monte Carlo.
Yates tackled testslike the infamous
Colde Turiniin his Skoda FabiaR5to
takeastrongresultinabid to prepare for
the BRC’s switch to asphaltfor the next
threeevents. After Ypresthe series visits
Northern Ireland for the Ulster and the

The BRC will Isle of Man, before switchingback to butrecovered tosettop 10 stage times.
L _'____,..-—-l-"-—-" .
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Crews like split
Scottish seeding

Drivers have praised the format
of the RSAC Scottish Rally
afteritranasthefirsteventin
Scotland with two-wheel drives
atthefrontsincetheideawas
made popular by Rally 2WD.
The50-car 2WD field got
underway at 0800hrs Saturday
with the 35-car 4WD contingent
setting off at 1100hrs.
The2WDs contested adouble
runof Twiglees and Castle O’er

Lawrie running first

Challenge winner—wasalso
complimentary in his Citroen
C2.Ttwasthefirsttimehehad
runashighas19thontheroad.
“There werenobigrutsand
nobigrocks,” hesaid. “Much
better than the existing system

Nicky Grist Stages
gets tyre prizes

The Nicky Grist Stages will
run asplit-field format with
lower-powered two-wheel-
drive carsatthefronton July
14, whilealso unveilingnew
prizesforthosecars.

Lastmonth the Motor Sports
Association announced that
rallies would be able to split
fieldsinto two, and reverse
the seeding of thefirst group
if it wanted to.

That allows eventstoplace

Even police escort
can’t save Davies win

Aftertakingthirdlast time out,
Cameron Davies was on course for a
first Peugeot 208 Iberica Cup win before
his car caughtfire on aroad section.

Welshman Davies, winner of the
Prestone Motorsport News Junior
British Rally Championship class on
last year’s Scottish Rally, struggled
on theopeningroundin April, after
nine monthsoutof thecar.

Butafter the opening superspecial,
ittook Davies and new co-driver Max

before returningtoservicejust —Iwouldlikeall events to older historicand two-wheel- Freeman just two stagesto take the
asthe4WDs werestarting. runlikethis!” drive carsat thefrontof the NG Stages confirms split seeding intent for 2018 event lead, holdinga 26.1slead over Josep
Atwhich pointthe 2WDsleft Event winner and Skoda order givingthem better road MasBassas and European Rally

todothesplitstage atthenorth
end of Ae Forest followed by the

Fabia R5driver David Bogie
was also positive about the

conditions. Since 2015, those
carshaverunatthebackin

there will also be adraw for
another two tyresfor Rally

that Mr Tyre (Motorsport)
has provided these incentives

Championship Under 27 class winner
Diego Gagoin their PR Racing 208 R2.

rest of thefield after service. idea: “Idon’treally mind. theruts of more powerful two First class competitors. forthelower-powered cars, Butthe carignited on aroad section,

Finishingfourth overallin If it gets more peopleinto the and four-wheel-drive cars. NG Stages clerk of the which will benefit from and even with a police escort through
his Vauxhall Corsainthe sportthenI'mallforit.” For thisyear’s NG Stages— course Neil Crosssaid: runningat the frontof the the Portuguese motorways, the crew
2WD event, Angus Lawrie Theformathasbeen usingstages Crychan, “Attractingthe smaller- field, and we hope this will were still late for serviceand took a
commented: “Runningfirst formalised by the MSA and Halfway, Route 60 and testsin capacity carsand crews entice some of those crews 30-second penalty.

ontheroadisgood, 'mreally

happy-andthe carisnot

gettingwrecked.”
RossHughes—the Ecosse

from July 1 onwards, events
will beable to divideinto two
fields, and those fields can
bereverse seeded or by class.

thenorth Epynt forests—tyre
distribution firm Mr Tyre

will offer two free coversto the
winners of the 1400cc classand
H1/2classrespectively,and

who have drifted away from
the sportduetothe seeding
rulesisveryimportantto

usasanevent.

“Weare therefore delighted

back outontothestages.”

The Carlisle Stages on June 9
will be thefirst BTRDA event
torun with a splitfield, with
full MSA approval.

Any hopes of winning were dashed by
apuncture on the next stage, but they
recovered to take third overallin the
Cupforasecond eventinarow.

McKNIGHT BEATS 2WDs ON SCOTTISH RALLY, BOGIE TAKES 50TH WIN > 2 2 PAGE 14|
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Champions set
for Donegal

Four of thelastfive Irish
Tarmac Rally champions
will take partin next
month’s Donegal
International Rally.

Garry Jennings, Declan
Boyle, Donagh Kelly and
currenttitle holder Sam
Moffett have all entered
theevent.

They will be joined by
the currentleaders of the
ITRC, Josh Moffett and
team-mate Andy Hayes.

Entries closed last week
and organisers have
confirmed that Desi Henry
as well as Jonathan Greer,
Robert Barrable and Daniel
Cronin are among the other
leadingnames who will be
vyingtoliftthe Jim
Kennedy Memorial
Trophy over the weekend
of June 15-17.

Clerk of the course,
Eamon McGee, said the
three-day competition
will return to well-known
special stages once again
in2018.

“Crews demand the
classicstagessuch as
Fanad, Knockalla, Gartan,
High Glen and Atlantic
Drive, so obviously they
areallin our plans, plusa
few stages that haven’t
beenusedin afew years,”
herevealed.
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) >

‘Discounted tickets for
World Rallycross in the UK’

MN special offer for Silverstone, p16

Photos: M&H Photography, chasingthecars.com

Leese on the
Rallynuts Stages KJ

Jack Leese has suffered a broken
legafter ahigh-speed accidenton
the Plains Rally earlier this
month when his Peugeot 208 R2
rolled out of contention.

Leeseand co-driver Michael
Gilbey had been fighting for
BTRDA R2Rallye Cup honours
and wereleading when the car’s
rear wheel dropped down abank
inaquickright-hander on SS3in
Gartheiniog, sendingthe car
rollingintotrees.

Leese wastaken to the Royal
Stoke University hospital and
had hisfemur pinned. Gilbey
didn’t suffer any majorinjuries,
although Leese wasrestingon
Gilbey’shead for over anhouras
the carremained onitssideand
Leese had undonehis belts.

“Itfeltlike we wererolling
forever,” said Gilbey, who
credited therescue team and the
crew of carsix-IanJoeland
Graeme Wood, who had earlier
gone off on thenext corner on
from the 208.

“Ian and Graeme especially
were magnificent. They kept
Jack stableuntil the
professionals turned up, and it
was Ian himself whostoodin the
road to stop the nextavailable
carand getthemtoradioour
incidentin.”

A statement from the BTRDA
added: “Both Jack and Michael,
and their families, extend their
most heartfelt thanks to Ian Joel
and Graeme Wood and other
crews who were on the scene,

"LEESE BREAKS LEGINCRASH

marshals, rescue crew, doctors
and the Welsh Air Ambulance
for their swift and professional
response on Saturday. Without
their excellent work, the
outcome may well have been
less positive.

“The crew also wish to
thank everyone who gotin
touch with well wishes
followingtheaccident, and look
forward to catchingup with
everyone on aneventsometime
inthenearfuture.”

Gilbey suffered another big
crashon Saturday’s Night Owl
roadrally, hishomeevent. He
and driver Andy Davies were
uninjured after leaving the road
intheir SubaruImpreza, which
appearsrepairable.

Payton/Mizen secured a clear victory on the TSH Stages

Payton’s strong form continues at TSH

TSH Stages Rally
BylanHarden

Organiser: South Hams MC When: May 19/20
Where: RAF Portreath, Cornwall
Championships: ASWMC Sealed Surface; ACSMC

Tarmacadam; Gwynnespeed Rally Challenge
Starters: 65 Stages: 14

Josh Payton and co-driver
Marcus Mizen produced a
dominant performance on day
two of the TSH Stages Rally,
setting four fastest times on the
trottoturna19sovernightlead
intoa1lm2s winning margin
over Paul King/Alicia Miles.
The two Ford Escort Mk2
crews headed third-placed
Tony Rees/Jamie Vaughan’s
Darrian T90 GTR by 11sat the
end of ahard-fought110stage
miles that saw nearly half of
the65startersretire.
Saturday’snine stages
featured aneck and neck tussle
forthelead between Payton,
King, Reesand Kev Carr/Chris
Pippen (Escort Mk2). But for
second seeds Martin Waters/
Tan Edwards (BMW E303251)it
was the proverbial early bath,

retiringwith a broken
driveshaft after SS1.

Day two, Sunday, consisted
of five much longer stages.
Kinggotonthe gasfirst,
reducingthelead totwo
seconds. But Payton
responded with four fastest
times, settlingtheissueon
SS13 by stoppingthe clocks
14sfasterthan hisrival.
Behind Rees, Carr’s strong
runfinished on SS10dueto
electrical problems.

Paul Davis/Keith Richings
(Vauxhall Corsa) continued
theirrecent good form by
winning the 1400cc class after
leading from SS1.

Results

1 Josh Payton/Marcus Mizen (Ford Escort Mk2)
2h08m?14s; 2 Paul King/Alicia Miles (Escort Mk2)
+1m02s; 3 Tony Rees/Jamie Vaughan (Darrian
GTR+); 4 Dan Gibson/Alf Chanter (Darrian T90);
5 John Saunders/Tony Hart (MG Metro 6R4);

6 Lyndon Barton/Ricky Williams (Escort Mk1);

7 Tony Rendell/ Lisa Simeone (Escort Mk1); 8 Matt
Cusens/Sam Julian (BMW 328 Compact); 9 Sam
Perring/Amy Fergus (BMW E36 328 Coupe);

10 Stuart Larbey/ Freddy Larbey (Subaru Impreza
S7TWRC). Class winners: Paul Davis/ Keith
Richings (Vauxhall /Corsa), Rendell/ Simeone,
Gibson/ Chanter, King/ Miles, Saunders/ Hart.

The rescheduled Night Owl Rally was
won forthe second year in succession by
Kevin Davies/Dale Bowen. Despite a

danger of going over their time limit for
the rest of the very long first ‘half’. They
survived to take another comfortable win.

Theirtask was made easier by the
retirement of three of the other top five
seeds; Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey,
Irfon Richards/Dylan Jenkins and Steve
Woods/Sean Crowley all failed to make it
to the halfway mark.

Deion Atkinson/Aron Jones were the
winners of a closely fought Rally Cwm
Cynfal. They had led for most of the
second half before being overhauled on
the penultimate test by Rhys Morris/Med
Price. However, they managed to retake

Miles Starters: 65.

Curzon/Rob Thomas (Escort).

Rali Cwm Cynfal

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

the lead on the final test in the Lechwedd
Slate Quarry, a stage that is soon to be
used onthe Rally GB.

severe misfire, the pair were fastest over IanMills
the first section. They stopped to rectify Results
the fault, a process that put them within Night Owl Rally

Organiser: Aberystwyth & District MC When: May 19/20
Where: Mid-Wales Championships: ANWCC Route: 100

1 Kevin Davies/ Dale Bowen (Ford Escort) 3m12s; 2 Richard
Williams/ Cadog Davies (Escort) +41s; 3 Gareth Edwards/
Dafydd Evans (Escort); 4 Kevin Jones/Alan James (Toyota
Corolla); 5 Mark Lennox/lan Beamond (Escort); 6 Martin

Class winners: Curzon/Thomas; Gareth Flyn/ Michael
Jones (Citroen Saxo); Danny Hanson/Rob Williams (Saxo).

Organiser: Bala & District MC When: May 20 Where:
North-West Wales Route: 15 Tests Starters: 59,

1 Deion Atkinson/Aron Jones (BMW 318Ti) 27Tm3Ts; 2 Rhys
Morris/ Med Price (Vauxhall Nova) +06s; 3 Howard Price/
Baz Green (Subaru Impreza); 4 lwan Rhys Jones/Sera
Roberts (BMW 318Ti); 5 Alun Morris/Dylan Richards (BMW
Compact); 6 Sion James/Sian Evans (Peugeot 205 GTi).
Class winners: Jones/ Evans; Morris/ Richards.

Modified Escort Mk2 battle falls to Meade

Carlow Mini Stages Rally
By Maurice Malone

Organiser: Carlow CC When: May 20 Where: Carlow Town,
County Carlow Championship: Midlands East
Stages: 6 Starters: 113

Barry Meade and Colin Fitzgerald
emerged victorious on the Carlow
Mini Stages Rally, after a hotly-
contested battle.

With an entry of top Modified men,
Carlow Car Club’s event promised a
very entertainingday, the stages
were extremely slippery after heavy
overnightrain followed a dry spell.

Top seed David Condell wasan
early retirement after hittinga
chicane, as Vivian Hamill went
quickestinitially. Despite an
alternator scare caused by anidler
pulley, Meade’s Escorttook the
lead on SS2 and stayed there for
theremainder of the event, chased
hard by Ian Barrettin his Darrian
T90GTR and Frank Kelly.

Itlooked asif Barrett was goingto

Results

Baird (Escort Mk2).

have the edge on Meade, but visibility
issues thankstoabroken windscreen
wiper meant that Cork driver Meade
held on, with Frank Kelly second
and Enda O’Brieninthird. Ed
O’Callaghan missed out on a podium
byjust1.5seconds.

1 Barry Meade/ Colin Fitzgerald (Ford Escort Mk2) 46m40s;
2 Frank Kelly/ Lorna Kelly (Escort Mk2) +10.8s; 3 Enda
0'Brien/John Butler (Escort Mk2); 4 Ed 0'Callaghan/ Keith
McCarthy (Escort Mk2); 5 Kevin Gallagher/ Noel 0'Sullivan
(Darrian T90 GTRY); 6 lan Barrett/ Eoin 0°Flaherty (T90
GTR); 7 Adrian Hetherington/Ronan 0'Neill (Escort Mk2);

8 Damien Toner/ Paddy McCague (Escort Mk2); 9 Tommy
Doyle/Jeff Case (Escort Mk2); 10 Wesley Patterson/Johnny

Class winners: Barry Hennessy/Brian Rowan (Honda Civic);
Kevin Horgan/lan Chadwick (Skoda Fabia R2); Emmet Lyons/
JP Ruth (Honda Integra); Paul Barrett/ Declan Tumilty
(Mitsubishi Lancer E10); William Mains/ Gwynfor Jones
(Vauxhall Nova); Padraig Gorman/Shane Gorman (Toyota
Starlet); James Bradley/ Maria Kehoe (Civic); Terence
0'Shaughnessy/ Eugene McGrath (Toyota Corolla); Philip
Hamitton/Joe Comerford (Escort Mk2); Darren Hamill/ Karl
Egan (Escort MK2); Gallagher/ 0'Sullivan; Jordan Hone/ Paul
Hone (Opel Adam); lan Davies/Ryland James (BMW M3);
Andrew Fanning/ Derek Gibbs (Proton Satria Neo S2000);
Darragh Kelly/ Eamonn Doherty (Escort Mk2); James Cassidy/
Jane Collins (Escort Mk2); Gareth James/ Steffan Evans
(Escort Mk2); Meade/ Fitzgerald.

motorsport-news.co.uk MAY 23 2018 13

RALLYING IN IRELAND

‘“Donegal: the
one they all
want to win”

t’s hard to quantify just how
much a Donegal International
Rally win means to a Donegal
man, butif you canimagine
what it might be like to win
the Indy 500, Monaco GP and
Le Mans and then multiply that feeling
by 10, you begin to get some idea.

Thisyear's event has the makings of a
classic, with Manus Kelly on top form, and
Donagh Kelly pulling out all the stops
(including a thorough preparation and
fitness programme) in abidto grab a
maiden win.

‘Mandy’ — the nickname of Manus Kelly's
Impreza — is undoubtedly the favourite,
fresh from a brilliant drive in Killarney and
with the added confidence that comes from
knowing he has what it takes to do the job
after his 2016 and 2017 wins.

Garry Jennings has won twice before,
although a lack of seat time recently may
work against him, and 2014 victor Declan
Boyle can be guaranteed to stick his Ford
FiestaRS WRC inthe mixagainst the
two-litre WRCs.

Despite their age, the old World Rally
Carsfavoured by the aforementioned
crews clearly have the legs on the RS
machines, but the competition for Irish
Tarmac points will be no less frenetic. A
tight three-way scrap for the title between
the Moffett brothers and Robert Barrable
means that Donegal points will be vital for
each contender, the pace this year
seemingly cranked up another level.

Desi Henry will be eager to build on his
excellent speed, too.

Ifthat's not enough, there's also the
customarily huge Modified field, with
battles guaranteed in each of the many
classes. DonegalinJuneis akinto a
festival, and past events have entered into
rallying folklore.

Let's take a brieflook back at 1999 asan
example. lan Greer led the title race by a
single point from the late Bertie Fisher, and
the top 10 was filled with iconic names like
Nesbitt, McHale, Meagher and Cullen.

A classic weekend was to follow, with
more drama than you could shake a stick at.
Nesbitt ditched his Impreza within the first
few miles, then spent the rest of the rally
climbing back up through the field ata
ferocious pace. Greer was excluded due to
an underweight Celicaand ran under
appeal. Fisher was caught out on Kindrum
Lake with a puncture that led to an off, and
local man James Cullen looked to be out of
contention with a ruptured Pirellion the
first morning.

Incredibly, Cullen edged his way back up
to the front by the Sunday afternoon finish
ramp in Letterkenny, and in doing so,
became the first Donegal driver to win his
home International twice. With Mandy
equalling that accolade last year, and now
gunning for an unprecedented three-in-a-
row, there is sure to be some spectacle in
the hills come the middle of June.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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‘McCulloch third in SRC

MacDonald on top
Both sets of rally results were
amalgamated at the end of
the RSAC Scottish in order
to determine pointsin the
ARR Craib Scottish
Championship. Donnie
MacDonald has moved to
the top of the table with 76
points ahead of early leader
Andrew Gallacheron 75.
Mark McCulloch is now third
on 73 ahead of David Bogie
on 60 and Greg McKnight

on 59.John Winkleads the
Challengers Championship.

Hughes wins C2s
Ross Hughes and Steven Brown
won the Ecosse Challenge in
their Citroen C2 VTS fromthe
similar car of Andy Struthers

and Alasdair Mcllroy. This time
Hughes' machine finished inone
piece despite losing the brakes
in SS3. “We burst abrake line
and had to chuckitinto a ditch

to slow down for a left-seven,”
said Hughes. Struthers also

had drama with atwo-wheeled
moment after clipping arock.

Dusty Riddicks
Looking like refugees from
aSaharan desert dust storm,
Keith and Kirsty Riddick
explained their predicament
attherally finish. “At the start
of thefirst stage | wound my
window down to hand out the
time card,” said Kirsty, “and
the window jammed. We

had to do two stages like
that before we could get it
fixed.” Keith added: “The
dust got everywhere.” They
still finished second in

class despite a broken
engine mounting.

Coalter’s lights
After his retirement on the
Speyside Stages Rally when his
Ford Puma’s head gasket failed,
Neil Coalter was pleased with
third in class behind Angus
Lawrie and Keith Riddick. “I've
only driven the car 12 miles since
the rebuild,” said Coalter, “so this
is my first proper run. We did have
one problem. We hitabump and
the headlamp fell off. We were
infifth gear when it came out, hit
the windscreen and flew over
the roof.”

Junior Currie
Former BTRDA ST Trophy
competitor Alasdair Currie
added to his CV with atop 10
finish in his Fiesta ST. “I
caught the dustin thefirst
stage, but it was OK after
that,” he said. “However, |
need some lead weights in
the back of the car. Therear
end was all over the place.”
Hefinished as top Junior.

Junior winner Currie

BOGIE'S GOLDEN
UBILEE AT.HOME:

g

The CAL Sport |§
driver was fast

erhapsitwasapt
thaton Cup Final
day, north versus
south, Saturday’s
RSAC Scottish
Rally was also
agame of two
halves producingnot one, but two
winning crews. Reunited with
Kevin Rae as a one-off, David Bogie
swept to his 50th outright career
rally victory while Greg McKnight
and Harry Marchbank scored their
first outright victoryinthe ARR
Craib Scottish Championship.

This year, the Royal Scottish
Automobile Club organisingteam had
introduced the novel ‘tworally’ format
with the two-wheel-drive competitors
runningfirst on theroad throughthe
day’s six forest special stages. The four-
wheel-drive crews set off three hours
later,and that meant two separate
champagne finishes in Moffat High
Streetlater thatafternoon-orthree
if you count the Ecosse Challenge
celebrations too.

Dusthad been a problem for drivers
the day before at the test day, but the
breeze was much stronger come the
rally and itnegated the advantage that
thefirst car on theroad would have.
Even so, the Skoda Fabia R5 of Bogie
set off ata spankingpace through the
opening Twiglees test, but ominously,
only three seconds behind it was the
SubaruImpreza of Jock Armstrong
and Cameron Fair.

Things turned sour for Armstrong
across theroad in Castle O’er when the
Subarulimped out of the forest witha
rear puncture. Moreimportantly, it was
alsoalmostaminute down on theleader.

Bogie was quickestagain overare-run
of those same two tests pullinginto
Lockerbie Service with a49-second lead
over Freddie Milne and Patrick Walsh.
Most interest wasnow centred on the
battle for second place as Milne was at
the head of aquartet of cars covered
by 20 seconds with the Ford Fiesta
R5of Mark McCulloch and Michael

e

Hendry only three seconds behind.

Suddenly therace for the front took on
anewimpetus. Armstrong was quickest
through thefifth testin Ae by five
seconds from Bogie with seventh-placed
Rory Young chasinga piece of the
action. He was third quickest ahead of
McCulloch, John Wink (Hyundai i20R5)
and Milne’s Subaru Impreza WRC.
However, the podium battle wasreduced
by one when young Lawrence Whyte’s
Fiesta R5slithered off the road and out of
fourth overallin the loose conditions.

Asthe carsnosedintothefinal
stage, there were still just three seconds
between Milne and McCulloch with
Youngnow up tofourth, butasthecars
appeared at the finish there wasno
sign of the blue Subaru. Milne had just
“runoutof road” when the car got two
wheelsonthelooseatatightright-
hander and beached itself, Milne
robbed of hisbest finish.

That promoted a surprised Youngto
third place: “Ididn’tstart that welland
didn’treally click until the fifth stage,
butIfeel genuinely sorry for Freddie
[Milne], he just simply ran out of room
and fell off theroad.”

McCulloch therefore finished the event
astherunner-up.

“Iwashavingagood fight with Freddie
[Milne]and Iactually got away with it
twice onthelast stage,and Freddie
didn’t,soIwaslucky,” hemused.

Sadly, Armstrong’s fightback into the
pointssuffered a setback on thefinal test
when he punctured for asecond time and
finished therally in 10th place overall.

Bogie wasleft toreflect on a career
which hasnow seen him take his
50thrally victory since he started
competingin 2004.

“Itmay havelooked easy, butit wasn’t,”
hesaid. “When Jock [Armstrong] got
apuncture on the second stage and
dropped half aminute, that eased the
pressurerightaway. The stages were
hard and it was a case of managing
thetyrestomakesurelIdidn’t
getpunctures.”

Earlier, McKnight had taken an

Mcnght won [
in new format %

Dumfries local Bogie wins SOthallyothiscareeraby,

POS |DRIVER/CO-DRIVER
David Bogie/Kevin Rae

Scottish Rally Championship, round 4/7, May 19, Dumfries

| TIME
492m38s

| CAR
Skoda Fabia R5

Mark McCulloch/Michael Hendry

Ford Fiesta RS +1m11s

Rory Young/Paul Beaton

Ford Fiesta RS +1m30s

John Wink/John Forrest

Hyundaii20 R5 +1m46s

Donnie MacDonald/Andrew Falconer

Ford Fiesta RS +1m50s

Bruce McCombie/Michael Coutts

Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m20s

Andrew Gallacher/Jane Nicol

Ford Focus WRC +2m31s

Scott McCombie/Mark Fisher

Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2mb56s

Michael Binnie/Claire Mole

Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q +3m00s

10 |Jock Armstrong/Cameron Fair

Subaru Impreza +3m01s

2WD event: 1 Greg McKnight/ Harry Marchbank (Ford Escort Mk2) 46m05s; 2 lain Wilson/ Chris Williams (Escort Mk2) +1m05;3
Matthew Robinson/ Dave Robson (Escort Mk2); 4 Angus Lawrie/ Paul Gribben (Vauxhall Corsa); 5 Keith Riddick/ Kirsty Riddick (MG ZR);
6 Steve Bannister/ Callum Atkinson (Escort Mk2); 7 Neil Coalter/ Hannah Cessford (Ford Pumay); 8 Gordon Murray/ David 0'Brien (Escort
Mk2); 9 Alasdair Currie/ Grant MacNiven (Ford Fiesta ST); 10 Fraser MacNicol/ Sinclair Young (Escort Mk2).

Class winners (both events): Scott Peacock/ Robin Neal (MG ZR); Donald Peacock/Tom Hynd (Peugeot 205); Lawrie/ Gribben;
MacNicol/Young; Bannister/Atkinson; Currie/ MacNiven; William Pollock/Tommy Mackin (Ford Escort Mk1); Murray/ 0'Brien; Binnie/
Mole; McCombie/ Coutts; Wink/ Forrest; Chris McCarthy/ Barry Connolly (Land Rover Wolf XD)

equally impressive victory in the 2WD
event, despite a string of niggles which
hampered progress during the day.

Attheend of thefirst stage, the crew
found thatafront shock absorber had
lostallits oiland they had no spare.
Later amisfire appeared, caused by
the ceramic tops of the spark plugs
fracturing, although he was fastest
onfive out of the six stages.

“We were still very lucky,” said
McKnight at the finish, “the alternator

failed on thefinal stageand we didn’t
have a spare one of those either.”

Still acclimatising to front-wheel
drive, Iain Wilson set fastest timeon
thefifth stage to finish second overall
ahead of Matthew Robinson makingit
anall-Ford Escort top three.

Infourth place after a very impressive
run was the 1600cc Vauxhall Corsa of
AngusLawrie with the MG ZR of Keith
Riddick infifth place just beating
Steve Bannister by seven seconds.

Photos: Lindsay Photo Sport, Writtle Photographic
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This means that you can now run
102 octane fuels which will protect
your engine even better!

Protection - Consistency — Clean Burn
Meets 2018 MSA Fuel Regulations

We deliver to your door!

We have 102 octane MSA
compliant race fuels for turbo,
historic and normally aspirated
engines in stock. For more
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Hal Ridge tells the story of the 2018 season so far
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The battle at the
front is close

ach of thethree
manufacturers
either supporting
orrunning
teamsinthe
World Rallycross
Championship
have crossed the finish line of
afinalfirstinthe openingthree
rounds of the year.

Although only Volkswagen and
Peugeot have officially won,
Mattias Ekstrom crossed the finish
line of the season openerin Spain
firstaboard his Audi, before being
demoted for first-corner contact
that eliminated Petter Solbergand
promoted reigning champion
Johan Kristoffersson onto the top
step of the podium.

Thefactis,compared toaseason
of Solberg’s PSRX Volkswagen
outfit taking the lion’s share of
successlastterm,2018 hasbeen
fiercely competitive sofar.

Kristoffersson leads, havingbeen
handed victory in Spainand then
capitalisingwhen EKS Audi Sport
drivers Ekstrom and Andreas
Bakkerud tripped over each other
atthestart of the semi-finalsin
Portugal. Thatlet Kristoffersson
takearace win which gave him pole

Peugeot man Loeb will battle

position for thefinal and a snowy
race victory. Peugeot driver
Sebastien Loeb finished second
inthe openingtworounds before
winninground three in Belgium.
That triumph has moved him up
tosecondin the standings, while
Kristoffersson only managed fifth.
Loebhashad his share of issues
too, though: he only made the
round one semifinals after the
squad withdrew former MSA
Junior Rallycross champion
Kevin Hansen toallow the
Frenchman to progress.
Team-mate Timmy Hansen has
alsobeen on impressive formin
2018. He dominated semi final two
in Spain until an electrical problem
brought his Peugeot 208 to a halt,
hitabarrierin Portugal while
fighting for a podium and was then
spun at the start of his semifinalin
Belgium. That final problem was a
precursor to Hansen delivering one
of the greatest fightbacksin World
RXhistory tomakeitinto thefinal
and finish on the podium.
Volkswagen has undeniable
pace, EKS’s Audis the most top
qualifying times—five—of any team
sofarthisseason and Peugeotis
onaroll. Any one of atleast six
drivers could claim the top step of
the podium at Silverstone this
weekend, while the battle tomake
the semi finals will be even tougher
between the permanent privateer
outfits (such as GCK, GRX and
OlsbergsMSE)and wildcard entries
from MJP Racing, Marklund
Motorsportand Albatec Racing. ®

Track guide

Although new to World RX this season, almost
all of the permanent competitors have at least
tested on the new Silverstone rallycross
circuit, while some raced in the opening
round of British RX in March, an event won
by Sebastien Loeb ahead of Timmy Hansen
and Andreas Bakkerud.

Motorsport News caught up with some of the
sport’s leading drivers to find out more about
World RX’s newest circuit.

Turnl:

The opening hairpin
Andreas Bakkerud: “The grip is very high
in Silverstone, so that's a big challenge for
everyone. Even if we have 600 horsepower
it's high grip and hard to get a good start.
Turn 1 is a basic, tight-right hairpin, it's
good to be on pole position, but outside
will be very hard if you're don’t have a
good start.”

Photos: fiaworldrallycross.com

WORLD RALLYCROSSTIMETABLE WRXLEADING ENTRIES

Saturday, May 26

0800

Gates open

1000

Warm up (all categories)

1130

Q1 (all categories)

1250

Retro Rallycross, Group B rally demo

1500

Monster Energy Rig Riot

Silverstone

NO | DRIVER-TEAM-CAR
Johan Kristoffersson (SWE)
PSRX Volkswagen
Volkswagen PoloR

Ollie O'Donovan (IRL)
Ford Fiesta

Mattias Ekstrom (SWE)
EKS Audi Sport Audi S1

1615

Q2 (all categories) followed by ARX Q3

1830

Autograph session

0800

Sunday, May 27

Gates open

Sebastien Loeb (FRA)
Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208

Petter Solberg (NOR)
PSRX Volkswagen Sweden
Volkswagen Polo R

Andreas Bakkerud (NOR)
EKS Audi Sport Audi S1

0915

Warm up (all categories)

1000

Q3 (WRXand RX2)

1100

Q4 (all categories)

1255

Semifinals (ARX and RX2)

1315

Autograph session

1340

Monster Energy Rig Riot

1445

WRX Semi Finals pre-grid

Timmy Hansen (SWE)
Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208

Oliver Bennett (GBR)
BMW Mini Cooper

Kevin Hansen (SWE)
Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208

Kevin Eriksson (SWE)
Olsbergs MSE Ford Fiesta

1500

World RX Semi Final followed by
RX2 and World RX Final

1550

Podium

1630

Retro Rallycross, Group B rally demo

Turn2/3/4:Chicane onloose
Kevin Hansen: “Then a short straight before
braking quite hard and right, entering the gravel.
Its very easy to do a mistake and then rotating
to the left on the gravel, which is the second-
slowest corner on the track. Then we accelerate
towards the jump. There’s a small right [before],
which doesn't really have any effect.”

Jump

Sebastien Loeh: “The jump is quite a good
one. You have to slow down for the corner a
bit before but it's technical; you need to find
the right measure of the jump, to be able to
brake just after to tun. It's not easy to have
the right speed.”

Turn 5: Corner after jump
Mattias Ekstrom: “We really have big air and a
hard landing. Then the right hander afterwards
was very slippery on the test.”

Turn I:Tightright

Hansen: “It's hard braking for the hairpin. | think
that's the best place to overtake as it's a left
before and you need to be still on the left for

the braking, so there maybe you can overtake.
Then you're throwing it in and really power
sliding through [to the right], exiting towards
the joker. The joker entry is quite much on the
right and very long.”

Turn 8a/9a:Jokerlap
Bakkerud: “The joker is very tight. You go in
braking on gravel and it's very slippery on the
Tarmac because of all the dirt you bring in, so it's
slippery in the beginning but in the middle there
it's high grip so if you're not ready to kick the
clutch then you can suffer a big time loss.”

Mark Higgins (GBR)
Albatec Peugeot 208

Andrew Jordan (GBR)
MJP Racing Team Austria
Ford Fiesta

Dirt Track

Turn 8/9:Runto the line
Ekstrom: “When you go normal [not joker] you
0o between the tyre walls and over the small
jump up to start/finish. That's a pretty cool part. |
think the coolest places [for overtaking] will be
the joker merge and over the start-finish line.”

Overtaking opportunities
Johan Kristoffersson: “It's easy to say that it's
a tricky track and impossible to overtake, but to
be honest in rallycross it's always very difficult to
overtake because there is only one lin anyway.
In circuit racing there are racing lines and you
have debris on the side [of the racing line], but
in rallycross you always have dust and a lot of
gravel, so there is still only one line. It doesn’t
matter how wide the track is, the only overtaking
happens when someone makes a mistake.

You just have to stay close and the overtaking
opportunity is up to the one in front who makes
a mistake, and when he makes a mistake | will
overtake him, it doesn't matter where it is!”

MN AND SPEEDMACHINE LINK UP ON TICKET OFFER FOR WRX CLASH

Motorsport Newshas
partnered with Speedmachine
tobringfansdiscounted
ticketsfor the Silverstone RX
round on 25-27 May, 2018.
Speedmachine will deliver
pureindulgence for fans of
speed and cars. Joinusatthe
UK’shottest new motorsport
festival where you can watch
world-class RX championship
racingmakeits official
debutat Silverstone, listen
tooutstandinglive musicand

even get behind the wheel with
arange of driving experiences.
Experience overdrive at this
first of its kind motorsports
festival as World Rallycross
of Great Britain makesits
debutat Silverstone. Not only
can you enjoy a weekend of
world championshipracing,
butalso get behind the wheel
with test drives, eSports, live
music, streetfood, camping
and much, much more.
welcome to Speedmachine.

ATICKETTO SPEEDNMACHINE INCLUDES

Entry to the World Rallycross of Great Britain
Nightly entertainment with Dizzee Rascal, Basement Jaxx (DJ Set), Ministry of Sound, Razorlight,
Lethal Bizzle and more
Test Drives on the Silverstone circuit (first come, first served basis)
Access to World RX and RX2 paddock
Ontrack displays from RX2, Group B, Monster Energy Drift, Ultra 4, Cannon Run
Iconic displays of car collections from Pikes Peak, Colin McRae, Prodrive, Players, Supercars, BGM Sports

Silverstone WRX will bring the noise

As part of our partnership with Speedmachine, we have a special discount code to offer you 20% off ticket prices. To redeem, simply use the
website address below and enter the code RSFRIEND
seetickets.com/event/world-rallycross-of-gb-speedmachine-festival/silverstone-circuit/1214032
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Jackson (1) leads
Tarling in FF1600

70s Road Sports (Reynard SF77)
Race 1: Charles Barter
(Datsun 240Z) Historic Formula Junior,
Race 2: Will Leverett Front-engined
(Lotus Europa) Race 1: Ray Mallock
(U2 Mk2)
Classic Clubmans Race 2: Stuart Roach
Race 1: Mark Charteris (Condor S2)
(Mallock Mk20)
Race 2: Mark Charteris Historic Formula Junior,
(Mallock Mk20) Rear-engined
Race 1: Cameron Jackson

Historic Formula 3 (Brabham BT2)

| Race 1: Jon Milicevic Race 2: Cameron Jackson
(Brabham BT21B) (Brabham BT2)
Race 2: Jon Milicevic
(Brabham BT21B) Historic Road Sports

o Race 1: John Davison

| Historic Formula Ford (Lotus Elan 81) 4
1600 Race 2: Richard Plant i
Saturday Final: Nelson (Morgan +8) *

Rowe (Crossle 20F)
Heat: Brian Morris

(Lola T202)

Sunday Final: Cameron
Jackson (Lola T200)
Heat: Ed Thurston
(Elden Mk8)

Historic Touring Cars
Race 1: Jonathan Lewis
(Austin Cooper 8)

Race 2: Roger Stanford
(Ford Lotus Cortina)

Sprite Midget Challenge

Historic FF2000 Race 1: Steve Collier
Race 1: Benn Simms (MG Midget)
(Reynard SF77) Race 2: Steve Collier
Race 2: Benn Simms (MG Midget)

Lincoln’s Cameron Jackson had
onlyraced a SsangYong pick-up on
his local circuit prior to the Historic
Sports Car Club’s annual Wolds
Trophy event, but a straightforward
Formula Juniordouble presaged
Sunday’s Historic FF1600 victory
and put him top of the table as the
fourth winner in as many rounds.

That was extremely fortuitous, for
Jackson, leading, missed a gear at
Charlie’sonlap three and Saturday
winner Nelson Rowe, essayingto pass,
waslaunched intoaroll. Rowe’s Crossle
ended upinverted, its engine bay on fire,
butescaped seriousinjuryintherace
stopper (see Racing News).

Jackson, his Lola’s suspension
tweaked, and Callum Grant, who had
bravely stopped to help, took the restart
and finished asubdued 1-2. Richard
Tarling, third behind Rowe and Grant
(Merlyn Mk20A) on Saturday —when
Nelson seized the advantage “rather
rudely” from Callum onto the Mountain
—retired when his Jamun’s throttle
jammed open.

EdThurston, 18, sidelined by
driveshaft UJ failure on day one, won
Sunday’s qualifying heat from 12th on
the grid, then came through fromnet
14thtoasuperb thirdin his Elden MKk8.
Ben Mitchell (Merlyn MKk20), joint points
leader with Tarling after Donington,
spun from third almostto the back at
Park onlap one butrecovered brilliantly

tofourth, carvinghis way back onto
Thurston’stailatthe chequer.

Saturday’s repechage featured period
Formula Fordsters Glenn Eagling (Lotus
61MX)and Tim Brise (Merlyn Mk20),
plus Stuart Kestenbaum (Crossle 16F),
aclass devotee since the early ’80s, at
itssharpend. Followingafull-course
caution period, Brian Morris (Lola T202)
ambushed Eaglingtoscorea precious
first win.

With clutch issues hampering FJ
debutant Michael O’Brien (Lotus 22),
Cameron Jackson dominated the
10th Barry Westmoreland Trophy
rear-engined racesin his Tulip Stable
Brabham BT2. Champion Peter dela
Roche chased them on day onein Pat
Barford’s drum-braked Lola MKk3,
but clutch failure stopped it on Sunday,
lettingin Dundee’s Jonathan Fyda
(U2MK3).

Avowed Cadwell lover Jonathan
Lewisblitzed Saturday’s Historic
Touring Car race from polein his
Snetterton Speed Shop Cooper S.
Having chased the tyre-smoking Mini
the previous day, Rick Belcher was
uncatchable on Sunday, but a 10-second
jump-start penalty dropped the two-
litre Cortina Lotus tofifth, handing
victory tothe overjoyed but disbelieving
Roger Stanford (Cortina), whohad
battled all the way to shade Bob Bullen
(Anglia), the spectacular Lewis and
Adrian Oliver (Hillman Imp).

S |

Cadwell fan Lewis claimed opening Historic Touring Car victory in Mini

Defending champion John Davison
was hurtling toan Historic Road
Sports double when a broken throttle
cable halted his Lotus Elan on the last
lap. Morgan +8 stalwart Richard Plant
thus claimed Sunday victory in the
model’s 50th anniversary year. Kevin
Kivlochan growled his sister car from
the back tosecond, its glove box having
fallen out on Saturday, breaking the fuel
pump lead connector. Having arrived
level atop the table with Davison and
‘KeKi,’ Dick Coffey (Turner) moved
ahead with a perfect class score.

When Jonathon Hughes missed a
gear, buzzing his Merlyn’s engine while
disputing thelead on Saturday, Jon
Milicevicrepeated 2017’s Justin Haler
Trophy Historic F3 doublein his
pristine Brabham B21B. Paul Waine

brought his gorgeous ex-Claudio
Franciscide Sanctis home second ahead
of Swissreturnee Christoph Widmer
(BT18A), who dug deep for second
ahead of Mike Scott (BT28) on Sunday.

Back where Historic FF2000
debuted in 2007, a superb Pinto pack
demonstrated the top value class’
strength. Following a disastrous
Donington, Benn Simms dominated
inthe absence of double champion
Andy Park, who was getting married
in Cumbria, twice beating the
determined Ian Pearson (Royale RP30).
The unrelated Stuart Pearson (Lola
T580) and Dave Margetts (Dulon MP21)
shared early class honours.

Mark Charterisrepeated his Classic
Clubmans victory over David Wale
and debutant Adrian Holey (in

Milicevic took Historic F3 double

Mallock Racing’s hire car) despite his
fire extinguisher discharginginrace
two. Having shadowed B-sport rival
Barry Webb throughout Sunday’s
opener, Clive Wood had given his old
rival the slipin the sequel when a
broken exhaust burned his plugleads.
Former Haggispeed Clubmans and
Classic F3racer Steve Collier won both
Sprite Midget races, makingit four
on the trot, with David Weston close
behind after challenger David
Morrison’s engine failed in the opener.
Drama unfolded in Class E standout
Pippa Cow’s wake at the start of the
event finale when Ian Burgin tagged
series sponsor Robin Lackford and
ricocheted into Bruce Carter’s car,
sendingitintoa 720 degree spin. Ed
Easton, unsighted, clobbered it.

Roach rules the roost in a Condor S2 as front-engined Formula Junior delivers a thriller

Following two excellent front- MKk2 and netted pole, despite notraced in seven years. somehow rounded him at
engined FJHRA Formula differential failure. Nonetheless, he’d urged it Mansfield corner. Chris
Junior championship-openers Itsreplacement broke in round quicker thanhisbestin  struck back beforea
at Donington last month, in Saturday’s race, as Mallock therapid Alexis Mk2, handled carburation glitchrestricted
which Chris Drake (Terrier edged out Drake, battlinga this time by dad Keith. him to 7,800rpm, whereupon
MKk4) and Ray Mallock (U2 misfire and “grumbling from S~ Drake, Mallock, Roach Mallock hounded Roach down
Mk2) each beat the other theright rear” corner. f and Morton, dukeditout and Morton threatened Drake.
after tough dogfights, the Roach was third after on Sundayintherace of Overpowered out of
ante was upped at Cadwell. “possibly the worst the weekend. In a super- Charlie’s onto the dipping
The arrival of 2014 FIA start I've ever made clean, no-holds-barred Park Straight, Roach only held
Lurani Trophy winner and a couple of battle Drakeled off Mallock by sheer tenacity
Jonathon Hughes and past scruffylaps”ina Mallock initially, onthe brakes and bravado
master Stuart Roach promised Condorhe’d before Roach onto the Mountain. “Iwasa
much, while Alex Morton- sittingduck in a straight line
third in both Donington races but it seems Condors can fly if
—was on sparkling form in his they want to,” grinned
Condor S2, a wieldier tool than programme cover boy Roach,
period results suggested. ! who prevailed by 0.838s as
Driveshaft failure in Friday 1.639s blanketed the quartet.
testing thwarted Hughes’ Period Formula Junior racer
plan to debut another Howden Ganley presented the
ex-Brian Hart Terrier, tankards, compounding
bought from Lawrence Roach’s joy.

Sufryn, so he wheeled out his
2016 Monaco-winning Lola

Roachscored third and awin at Cadwell

Barter and Leverett top 70s Road Sports

TheHSCC’s’70s Road Sports
championship’s popularity was
demonstrated by another strong
10-marque grid at Cadwell,
where reigning champion
Charles Barter (Datsun 240Z)
and the talented Will Leverett
(Lotus Europa) tasted victory,
but table topper Ian Jacobs (Fiat
124 Spider)lost out on both days
toBrian Jarvis (Porsche 924).
Bouncingback from clutch
failure at Snetterton, runaway
poleman Barter began
Saturday’srace cautiously,
arrivingat Coppice sixth.
Leverett, Snetterton double
winner Jez Clark (Elan) and
John Williams (Porsche 911SC)
setthe pace before Barter forged
ahead atmid-distance. After
Clark spun out of secondin the
Hall Bends, and struggled to

restart with a broken dynamo,
Leverett, Williams, Mark
Leverett (Elan) and Jim Dean
(Europa) chased Barter home.
With Charles swapping
helmet for professional hat at
Sunday’s Alresford Watercress
Festival, son Julian took over
the Datsun, in which he’d not
competed since hisrace debut
at Mallory Park in 2002.
Unsure of the clutch he
started from the back, but
hurtled through to fourth
in Leverett Sr’s slipstream.
Mark had chased his “young
whippersnapper” initially,
then drove beautifully to
harass Clark who had started
eighth and shot past on lapfive.
“That was fantastic. I could see
Julian coming in my mirrors
butjust had enough,” he said.
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SILVERSTONE: BLANCPAIN GT SERIES BY JAMES NEWBOLD

SILVE RSTON E.CO.UK

Go, go, go: Blancpam blasts off
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WINNERS

Blancpain GT Endurance Series
Race: Matthieu Vaxiviere/Jake Dennis/ Nicki
Thiim (R-Motorsport-Aston Martin Vantage GT3)

Formula Renault 2.0 Eurocup
Race 1: Max Fewtrell
Race 2: Charles Milesi

Lamborghini Super Trofeo

Race 1: Vito Postiglione/ Karol Basz
(Imperiale Racing)

Race 2: Giacomo Altoe/ Daniel Zampieri
(Antonelli Motorsport)

,!

Mucke and Fred Makowiecki with the
works team at Silverstonein 2013, and
camein only the second race for the new
team run by crack LMP2 outfit Jota Sport.
After Vaxiviere held top spot at the start,
Dennisbriefly lost thelead to the #88 ASP
Mercedesof Tristan Vautier after the

Aston Martin claimed afirst win
inthe Blancpain GT Series for
fiveyears at Silverstone as
Matthieu Vaxiviere, Jake Dennis
and Nicki Thiim won from pole
for R-Motorsport.

It wasthefirst outright victoryforthe
Vantage GT3since Darren Turner, Stefan

Stephane Ortelli, Markus Palttala
and Norbert Siedler narrowly fended
off Monza winner Dries Vanthoor,
Christopher Mies and Alex Riberasin
the#1 WRT Audi.

Fourth place was still enough for
thetriotoextend their championship

Silverstonelocal RAM Racingtook
Pro-Am honours after a tussle with
fellow Mercedes squad Strakka Racing.
Euan Hankey, Salih Yoluc and Darren
Burkefinished 20th overall, ahead of
Lewis Williamson, Nick Leventis and
Chris Buncombe, while Top Gear

Lundgaard qualified only 16th and
retired after contact with Raul Guzman.

Tomake matters worse, the Dane
earned athree-place grid penalty which
dropped him to fourth on the grid for
race two. However, Fewtrell was unable
to capitalise dueto gearboxissuesin

PR I

Fewtrell took Eurocup victory |

first pitstops. But the Briton wasn’ttobe
denied and retook the lead with a classic
switchback manoeuvre on the exit of
Luffield, before handing over to Thiim
tobringthe cartothefinish, 11seconds
ahead of Vautier, Adam Christodoulou
and Raffaele Marciello.
Theresultremained provisional when
MNwentto press however, as the #76
Aston wasracingunder appeal after
beingexcluded from qualifying when its
data-logger wasfound to containnodata.
Behind them, Emil Frey Racingtook a
first podium with the Lexus RCF GT3, as

lead, however.

The Audi had run sixth priorto thefinal
pitstops, buta poor stop for the second
R-Motorsport Aston Martin-which had
been running third untilamistake from
Alex Brundle at Becketts dropped him to
fifth—and contact with alapped Bentley
thatdelayed Yelmer Buurman’s #4 Black
Falcon Mercedes opened the door for
Vanthoortoattack.

Brundle’s team-mate Maxime Martin
alsopassed Buurmanin thefinal stint
to takefifth, completinga memorable
day for Aston Martin.

presenter Chris Harrisjoined Chris
Goodwin and Alex Westtowinthe Am
classinaGarage 59 McLaren 6508S.
Renaultjunior Max Fewtrell made up
foranightmare outingat Monza with
victoryinthe opening Formula Renault
2.0 Eurocuprace, only tonon-scorein
the second, won by Charles Milesi.
Havingscored only one pointin Italy
and lost the championship lead to fellow
Renaultjunior Christian Lundgaard,
Fewtrell converted pole positionintoa
comfortable victory ahead of R-ace GP
team-mate Logan Sargeant, while

qualifying thatleft him mired in the mid-
pack. Contact onlap one between Frank
Bird and Artur Rougier at Club forced
Fewtrell to take evasive action and fall
totheback of thefield, beforeretiring
towards the end of therace.

Afterfinishingseventhinraceone,
Frenchman Milesiinherited poleand
headed off the challenge of Sargeant to
claim hisfirst win for R-ace GP, while
Josef Kaufmann’s Yifei Ye claimed
podiumsinbothracestotakethe
championshiplead from Lundgaard,
whofinished fifth.

ULTON PARK:VSCC BY DOM D’ANGELILLO MAY 19

A ROYAL AFFAIR AS MANN’S
BUGATTI QUEEN ALFA WINS

With most of the globe consumed by
royalfever over the weekend, onlookers
would have thought that round two of
the VSCC Formula Vintage would have
been a safe haven from any mention of
royalty or royal weddings.

Butroyalty of a very different kind
was being celebrated some 200 miles
north of Windsor at Oulton Park.

Adornedinthelegendary azure and
navy livery made famous by the tale of
the Bugatti Queen, Christopher Mann’s
show-stealing AlfaRomeo Monza took
victory in the Standard & Modified Pre-
war Sports Cars-in the process becoming
the 2018 winner of the Bill Phillips Trophy.

Onagrid of almost 30 cars from motor
racing’s golden eraincluding Frazer
Nashes, Rileys, Talbots and dozens more —
all with their own histories and stories—
itwas Mann’srace-winning Alfathathad
themost poignant story totell.

The Bugatti Queen colours were in
homage to Helle Nice, the early 20th
century French grand prix racer who
was among thefirstfemale driversto
raceinthesport.

Sheraced the same model of Alfaason
the Oulton Park grid, and despite never
winning, held her own against the greats

of her time until her near-fatal crashin

the 1936 Sao Paolo Grand Prix, after which

she wasnever quite the same.
It was perhaps the spirit of the French
driver then that willed Mann’s Alfa past

second placefinisher Edward Williams on

thelinetosteal therace winrightatthe
last. Williams’ Frazer Nash had looked
comfortable outin front for much of the
race, andrightly so. Boastingaracing

pedigree dating back until the early 1930s,

the TT Replica was the second produced
in 1932, had raced and finished second at
Brooklands, participatedin the
inauguralrace at Donington Park, and

even formed part of the 1934 South African

Grand Prix grid.

Accordingtoowner Charles Gillett,
who also owns the Cooper famously
pushed over the line by Jack Brabham
atthe US Grand Prix at Sebringin 1959,
allmajor components are still original,
butitcouldn’tquitefighttotheend as
Mann’s Alfarushed passed, narrowly

crossingtheline ahead. Williams admitted

hedid nothing wrong, butjoked thatthe
Alfaseemed tohave had asudden burst
of an extra 100bhp.

“Ialways prefer being the chaserrather
than beingthe chased,” said Mann.

Photos: Rachel Bourne

Ferrari Classic Formula Series
Race 1: Wayne Marrs (Ferrari F355 Challenge)
Race 2: Wayne Marrs (Ferrari F355 Challenge)

Formula 3 500s
Darrell Woods (Staride Mk3)

Handicap Race for Pre-war Cars
Anthony Fenwick-Wilson (Railton LS Tourer)

Morgan Challenge
Andrew Thompson (Morgan ARV6)

Scratch for Pre-war Cars
Julian Grimwade (Frazer Nash Single Seater)

Special Pre-war Sports Cars
Dougal Cawley (GN/Ford Piglet)

Standard & Modified Pre-war Sports Cars
Race 1: Christopher Mann (Alfa Romeo Monza)
Race 2: Tim Kneller (Riley TT Sprite)

Vintage Racing Cars & Pre-1961 Racing Cars
Charles Gillett (Cooper T43)

“I'think he [Williams] was trying to
putme off butImanaged to stay close
enough, despite the backmarkersand
foughttotheend.

“Thisis whatit’sall about, showing
these carsinall their worth and having
agreattimedoingit.”

Mann seemed to be havingsuch a
greattimehedidn’teven getachanceto
celebrate on the podium, instead driving

straight through the paddock to form part

Mann'’s Alfa Romeo Monza was in livery made famous by Bugatti Queén book

of thefollowingrace for Vintage &
Pre-1961racingcars,in which he
finished seventh.

Followingtheracing,itbecameamuch
more domestic affairasMann faced the
small matter of negotiating2018’sroads
on hisdrivehomein the Pre-warera car.
Butif the public were to behave as they
had for royalty that day, it would have
beenabreezeforthe Alfaanditsregal
Bugatti Queenlivery.

Woods won in Staride Mk3
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F3 Cup winners: Wiltshire
@) and Ca:rey (r) lead pack

OSELY-FOUGHTKENT.CONTESTS

Stuart Wiltshire and Cian Carey
shared the victory spoils in two
hard-fought F3 Cup races.

Atthestartof race oneit was side-by-
side through Paddock Hill Bend,
before Wiltshire led out of Druids and
defending champion Jacopo Sebastiani
snatched second at Pilgrims Drop.

“Cianleft half adoor open for me
and that was enough,” said Wiltshire.

Sebastiani closed inon thelead
but couldn’t breach Wiltshire’s
defence, while Carey had tofend off a
determined Shane Kelly toretain third.

George Line and Tony Bishop duelled
for fifth until Bishop fell off twolaps
fromhome.

Careyledrace twofromthestart, but
when Sebastiani spun exiting Paddock
ontheopeninglap, he was collected by
Kelly, putting them both out of therace
and handing Wiltshire a clear second.

As Carey’slead grew, Wiltshire came
under pressure from Bishop fora
while before all three held station.

“Ibacked off to save my tyresand
thenrealised we didn'thavea third
race this weekend,” said Bishop.

Former champion Steve Burgess
wasatreble winner in the Radical
Challenge, after duelling throughout
the weekend with histeam-mate
Dominik Jackson.

Inraceone, Jerome de Sadeleer joined
themin an early break, before Burgess
managed toescape and leave hisrivals
duellingfor second. Jackson held on,
despite beingbaulked at Stirlings on the
lastlap, however, de Sadeleer had nosed

ahead on the outsideinto Clearways, only
foratouchtoleave himin the tyre wall.

Marcello Marateottoinherited a
solitary third, with Kristian Jeffrey
securingfourth after taking Brian
Murphy into Surtees.

Jackson got hisrevenge on Burgess
inracetwo, butajump-start penalty
robbed him of alights-to-flag victory
and dropped him to third behind
Burgess and Marateotto.

Jeffrey was also penalised, but
managed toretain fourth, over
Murphy and Spencer Bourne.

Jackson led initially againin the third
race but, after running wide at Dingle
Dell, Burgessled out of Stirlings before
the stops, goingon to dominate the
second half of the contest.

Brian Caudwell ran strongly after the
stops, retaining second from Richard
Baxter and Jeffrey. Baxter was then
penalised, handing third to Jeffrey with
Jackson finally settlingin fourth.

Ollie Wilkinson’s Audi R8 GT3
cruised to three dominant winsin the
GT Cup. Nigel Hudson’s Aston Martin
GT3and Chris Froggatt’s Ferrari 488
Challenge had an early duel for second
inraceone, beforeit was settled in
Hudson’s favour, leaving Paul Gibson’s
McLaren 6508S tofight for third.

Gibson was through into Druids
onlap12and closingon Hudson, but
he was caught out by abackmarker,
crashingout exiting Surtees and
bringingouttheredflags.

Froggatt thereforereclaimed third
place, ahead of John Dhillon’s Ferrari,

Wilkinson (r) won all three GT Cup contests in Audi he shared with Ellis

Paul Cripps’ Aston Martin and Paul
Bailey’s Ferrari.

While Wilkinson romped clear from
the start of race two, Hudson quickly
settled into second after aninitial
skirmish with John Sawbridge’s
Ferrari. All three held station, with
Dhillon just holding off Mike Brown’s
Aston Martin for fourth.

Wilkinson secured his hat-trick with
Bradley Ellis sharing the Audiin the
second half of race three, while
Hudson/Adam Wilcox and Froggatt/
Sawbridge completed the podiumina
fairly predictablerace.

Both Racing Saloons outings were
led from start tofinish by Nigel Innes’
BMW E36 M3. The similar cars of
Stephen Pearson, Darren Stamp and
Karl Cattliff followed in ared flag-
shortened race one, having settled on
the openinglap.

Itwasafour-carbreak againinrace
two, but while Innes and Pearson
started to escape, Cattliff and Stamp
shared a couple of exchanges before
Cattliff took charge again exiting
Graham Hill bend on the sixth lap.
Oliver Davies’ Toyota Starlet was
thefirstnon-BMW, takingfifth place
on both outings.

AlexBallhadled the Lotus Cup UK &
Elise Trophy from the start, breaking
clear with CraigDenman and Joe
Taylor. But Ball got sideways at Surtees
onlap 12and Denman made the decisive
move, leaving Ball fighting off Taylor’s
challenge —until contactalaplater sent
Taylor spinning and promoted John

F3 Cup (Lotus Elise S Cup R)

Race 1: Stuart Wiltshire ~ Race 2: Joe Taylor

(Dallara F308) (Lotus Exige S2)

Race 2: Cian Carey

(Dallara F308) Production BMW
Race 1: David Graves
(320i)

GT Cup

Race 1: Ollie Wilkinson
(Audi R8 GT3)

Race 2: Ollie Wilkinson
(Audi R8 GT3)

Race 3: Ollie Wilkinson/
Bradley Ellis (Audi R8
GT3)

Race 2: Sam Strong
(E30)

Racing Saloons
Race 1: Nigel Innes
(BMW M3 E36)
Race 2: Nigel Innes
(BMW M3 E36)
LMP3 Cup

Race 1: Colin Noble Jr/
Tony Wells (Ligier JSP3)
Race 2: Colin Noble Jr/
Tony Wells (Ligier JSP3)

Lotus Cup UK & Elise
Trophy
Race 1: Craig Denman

Radical Challenge
Race 1: Steve Burgess

Race 2: Steve Burgess
(SR3 RSX)
Race 3: Steve Burgess
(SR3 RSX)

Lamaster up to third position.

Taylorled race twofrom the opening
lap, with Denman and Ball completing
the podium placesin the closinglaps.

David Graves came outontopof a
race-long duel with David Strongto win
thefirst Production BMW race, but
with Graves out at thefirst corner,
Strongtook the race two spoils by
0.078s after a third lap exchange with
Will Davison.

Colin Noble Jr/Tony Wells won both
LMP3 Cupraces, whichreached an all-
time low. Four startersin thefirstrace
wasreduced to three for race two, when
DominicPaul crashed the Ligier he
shares with Jack Butel in qualifying.

Photos: Gary Hawkins

Volvo fan Hoogerwerff
makes latest Brands trip

To call Dutchracing driver Johan
Hoogerwerff a Volvofanaticisrather
anunderstatementashe currently
owns three of the Swedish carsin
various guises.

Heelected to bringhis ‘Beast’ to
Brands Hatch for the Racing Saloons.
Originally builtas an S60 Challenge car
for a Swedish-based seriesin 2001, the
car had remained fairlyidle since he
boughtitin2009.

“Tused toracea BMW E30 from 2005
t02007but had becomeinspired by
Rickard Rydell, watchinghimracing
the Volvo Super Tourers,” he explains.
“I'thenbought an 850 Saloon ‘Rydell
lookalike’, which Iraced for two years,
untilIcrasheditat Zandvoort.”

Hereplaced the saloon with another
Rydellreplica, but this time the estate
version, which he hasregularly raced
inthe Dutch Super Touring Car
Championship over thelastfew years.
“Ithasalways drawnalot of interest
wherever I take the car, even though I
amracingagainst BMWsthat cost
twiceasmuch,” headds.

“We then decided to work on the S60
tolightenitand then putthe 2.3-litre
engine out of the wrecked 850 Saloon
thatIcrashedintoit,so wehave spent
about two years on the projectsofar.”

Havingtried to visit Brands Hatch at
least oncea year, Hoogerwerff elected
tobringhisaptly named ‘Beast S60’ this
year. “Iwasn’table to comelast season
dueto clashes with my otherrace dates,
butraced theestate heretwo years
ago,” hesays. “Wedon’t getalot of
racingin Holland soit’sgood to cometo
the UK and it’s only six hours from
home to Brands Hatch.

“Each time we come outin this car we
improveit, thisis our development car
tousethe knowledge we have gained
from the other carstoo. Eventually we
think it will be quicker than the Super
Tourers though.”

Having qualified seventh out of the
huge 34-car Racing Saloons grid, he
missed the start of the firstrace when
thealternator failed, then had tostart
fromthe back of the grid in the second
race. He was closingin on the top 10,
when he was forced to pull off on his
sixthlap.

Itmay have been a disappointing
weekend for the travelling Dutchman,
buthe has this weekend’s Super
Touring Carrace tolook forward toat
Spa-Francorchamps. “We areback out
with the estate again, overall Isuppose
it’sprobably been my favourite of the
carsThaveownedandraced,” he says.
“But my wife wants to know why Ineed
threerace cars, whenIcanonlyrace
oneatatime!”

Although therearenoplansfor
Hoogerwerff toracein the UK again
thisyear, heisalready looking
forward to hisnext visit.

“Ilove the Brands Hatch GP Circuit,
it’ssochallenging, it’s got history and
it’sfairly close and not too expensive
forustotravel here,” he concludes.

Hoogerwerff’s inspired b Rydell




20 MAY 23 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

Hyundai star hits the top as his rivals suffer

ome people...
Accordingtoafew
folk around the
worldwide web,
Rally Portugal must
be struck from the
calendar. The World
Rally Championship must not be
allowed back to mainland
Europe’s westernmost stages.
They are, you see, toorough. Too
dangerous. And toolikely tomake
the carscrash.Ikid younot.

Nonsense.

Granted, there wasabit more bent
metal comingout of round six than
anywhere else this season, but we’re
warming up now. It’smid-year, the
stakes and the speedsarerising. But
twomen showed it was entirely possible
togetfrom start tofinish without
markingthemachinery. Step forward
Thierry Neuville and Nicolas Gilsoul.

Friday’s casualties

Ott Tanak started round six in pursuit
of back-to-back wins, butjusthours
laterintothe event wasonaplane
home. Thefirst threemiles of therally
had been a continuation of Rally
Argentinaashe went quicker than any
of his South Americanrivals. Butthen
he camethrough aleft-hander and
found the road full of rocks.

Utterly committed to hislineand with
nowheretogo, the underside of the
Toyota slammed into the boulders and
sent the Yaris skywards.
Unsurprisingly, theradiator was
mortally wounded, Tanak’srally run.

Initial suspicions of foul play were
immediately dismissed —the rocks were
laid on theline by Tanak’stitlerivals
Neuville and Sebastien Ogier running
ahead of him.

“IThadagoodfeelinghere,” said
Tanak. “Ithink we had the speed to win
thisonetoo.”

Toyota’s bad morning went further
south one stage later when Jari-Matti
Latvalabroke the front suspension on
thesister car. Unlikein Argentinalast
month, thedamage was contained to
suspension, allowing J-MLto continue
with therestof the event.

While theteam stillhastorunits
analysis, theinitial feelingisthat the
carshould have taken this one.
Whether it broke or was broken, the
result was the same. Two Toyotas
sidelinedin as many stages; little
wonder thatthe team’s sporting
director Kaj Lindstrom went fora
one-word description of Friday
morning: “Disaster.”

Upfront, theintensity of the
competition was astonishing. For the
first seven stages there wasanew
leader, with returning Hyundai star
Hayden Paddon leading after SS2,
droppingtothird thenracingback into
firstafter the second stage of the
afternoonloop.

Kris Meeke was another driverinand
outof thelead for two stages, again,
neither of which were back-to-back.

By theend of theday, both Paddon
and Meeke were out of therunning. The
Kiwilanded himself in hospital after
registering 15G when his 20 Coupe
WRC stopped upagainsta culvert
second time through Pontede Lima.

Breen ran well until a puncture hit

Meeke madeit through the afternoon,
butinanythingbutastraightforward
fashion. Hindsight’s a wonderful thing
and, lookingback, there’slittle doubt
that taking two spares for an afternoon
on what would become the season’s
roughestroads yet was probably a
goodidea. Butthe extra20kg was
calculated ata cost of around 10
seconds for theloop. Meeke went with
onespare. And punctured on stage six.
And stage seven.

Whatnow? Regulations are quite
clear. Carsmust have fourrotating
wheels with inflated tyres. That’s on
theroad section. And the stages? That’s
fair game. So, at theend of SS7, Meeke
whipped the rubber-less rim off the car
andbolted adelaminated and air-less
Michelinintoits place. He then set off
on the 60-mile run down the motorway
toPorto.

“We were doing 65km/h (40mph) all
the way,” he said. “It’sagood job
Michelin make such strongtyres...”

Arrivingat Porto’s town stage, Meeke
putthedamagedrimback onand
looped the streets twice, sending sparks
flyingtoabackdrop of astonished
appreciation from a slightly bemused
crowd of thousandsliningthe stage.

Hoursearlier, Meeke had sat down to
lunch 4.6s behind leader Dani Sordo. By
theend of the afternoon, he’d slipped to
seventh, 1m18.7s off the front. The
Dungannon manhad donean
exceptional jobto contain thetimeloss,
buthe showed little or nointerestin
discussinghis work.

Meeke’s consternation was
compounded by the knowledge
thathe’dfailed to capitalise on the
closestthingthe WRC will cometo
anopengoal.

Inthemiddle of what was fast
becomingthe season’s most bonkers
Friday, Sebastien Ogier crashed. He
wasouton stagefive. One stage later
Andreas Mikkelsen’s Hyundai was
slowed by power-steering failure; a
further onestagelater and heretired
withno oil pressure.

Throw in a stage-seven puncture for
CraigBreen’s Citroen —dropping him
from third to eighth-and you’ve got
day onecovered.

Theonethatreally surprised
everybody and opened that goal up, was
acrash thatlooked entirely innocuous.
Turnsout, the problemshad started a
corner before.

“There wasabank ontheinsideof a
corner,” explained Ogier. “Ithought it
wasjustabank with gravel on.IThad
‘don’tcut’ inmy notes, butI wasabit too
early [turningintothe corner]andI
decided to stay on the throttleand keep
the speed because there was a small
straight afterwards.

“Unfortunately it wasn’tjust some
gravel, there was a stump. Wehad a
sharpimpact when Ibraked for the
nextcornerthe [steering]arm came out
andIcoulddonothing.”

Advantage Neuville
Ninth after thefirst gravel stage of the
day,it’safairassumption Neuville
wasn’t exactly clearing his diary for the
end-of-leg press conference for the top-
three crews. Yet there he was, sittingup
on stage beingasked about his Friday.
And what’smore, he wasthemaninthe
middle. He wasleading.

“Crazy day,” hemurmured, as
though he was still struggling to
comprehend what was goingon.
There’snodoubt he’d benefited from
issues for those ahead -but only four of
those places had come his way by
default. He’d earned the other four by
changinghisi20’s set-uptoone he was
more comfortable with for the

||' s, ’

Neuville celebrates taking the WRC points lead

Neuville was gifted the
lead, then rammed it home

afternoon. He then rolled the dice with
six soft tyres onroads swept clean of
sand to uncover amore abrasive base.
And, justfor good measure, the sun
continued to shine, therain stayed
away and temperatures inched from
the mid- to upper-twenties.

Nursinghis covers through SS5, he
was passed by team-mate Mikkelsen as
fifth became sixth.

Enough wasenough. Joint fastest
with Breenin stage six, Neuville was
then quickest of allonthererun
PontedeLima.

“Ithoughtmy decision was quite
bravefor the tyres when we were
leavingservice,” Neuville said. “It was.
Afterthefirst stage, they were 75 per
centgone. ButthenItook another
decision, and decided topush.Ididn’t
care forthetyres,Ijustdroveflat-out
and wemade the fastest time. Ireally
didn’texpect this position, but we have
itandnowIhavetokeepit.”

There was more surprisefromthe

mansittingin second, 17.7sbehind him.

Elfyn Evans had cutalonely and
troubled figure after shakedown on

Thursday. Running the set-uphe’d
honed athis pre-event test, the
Welshman simply couldn’t get the
Ford Fiestaanywhere near where it
should be.Inastage just over a couple
of mileslong, he wasnear enough four
seconds off the pace.

Like Neuville, he was brave—but
Evans’ bravery took the form of
stickingto his gunsin terms of set-up.
Unwilling toforget what he’dlearnedin
twodays of testingin pursuitof a
psychological boost from a solid
shakedown time; he set off on Friday
morning huntingalonger-term gain.

Second fastest on the first gravel test,
he’d hooked the Fiesta up. Only to drop
iton SS3. A spin cost him nine seconds
and he then felt the car was moving
around toomuch towards the end of
thenextstage.

The afternoon got better and better
and ended with second quickestin
PontedeLimaandarisethroughthe
ranksthat was bettered only by the
Belgian ahead of his second spot.

“After shakedown Ididn’t know what
todo,” hesaid. “IwassofarawayandI

couldn’t getatime close [to quickest].
Iwasabitlost, tobehonest. That was
hard, especially as that’s a shakedown
whereI've gone pretty well in the past.
ButIstucktotheset-up. Wefound
somethingin thetest that worked and I
trustedit.”

Question was, did he trustitenough
tochallenge adriver on top of hisgame
right now? Saturday’s opener was
inconclusive—Neuville won by 0.9s.
The second stage was very much more
encouraging from the Brit’s
perspective with Evans cuttingthe
difference by 5.9s. Game on?

Game off. Goinginto Amarante, the
finalmorning stage, theleader pulled
hisbelts tighter, adjusted his glasses
and offered an unruffled wink. He then
progressed 0.75s faster through each
and every one of the following 23 miles.
Andsatdowntolunch with hisleadata
tenth of asecond under half aminute.

Jobdone. Almost. Thejob description
changed through the second half of the
rally as Neuville moved into a control
mode, pushing where hefelt
comfortable, but savingeverythingfor

adde
tyres
of go
secol
then
char;

nort]
orsp
noth
blooc
agail




‘He was brilliant when
he had four tyres on...

Meeke’s troubles, p23

Photos: mcklen-imagedatabase.com
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owerstage everywhere else.

ins secured second but, typically
on himself, wanted tofind more
~especiallyin Amarante.

vas a bitdisappointedinthere,” he
“Irely quite alotonthefront of the
nd I was struggling alittle bit when
‘down on grip. It’sthe same for Seb
r], buthe’s Sebastien Ogier...

e getting there and, for sure, this
een positive.”

e stewards strike

ightfor the bottom step of the

1m was spiced up by a 10s penalty

dtoSordo’stime after he hitthe

in the Porto street stage. Instead

inginto Sunday a handful of

1ds upinthird, he was fourth. And

fifth after he was passed by a

ging Esapekka Lappi.

imately, Sordo couldn’t match the

1ern Europeans for commitment

eed onthefinal day —-there’s

inglikealocal derby to getthe

1up. And Teemu Suninen’s Fiesta

1st Lappi’s Yaris was a cracker.
Continuedonpage22

Elfyn Evans returned to the WRC podiu

e TN

m after afine performance

M SS1SSS Lousada (2.09miles)
Fastest Tanak 2m34.3s Leader
Tanak Second Ogier +0.4s

M SS2Vianado Castelo 1
(16.61miles)

Fastest Paddon 156m29.3s
Leader Paddon

Second Evans +1.5s

HSS3Caminhal (11.25miles)
Fastest Meeke 10m35.1s Leader
Meeke Second Paddon +1.6s

M SS4Pontede Limal
(17.11miles)

Fastest Sordo 19m15.5s Leader
Sordo Second Meeke +4.6s

HSS5Vianado Castelo2
(16.61miles)

Fastest Meeke 15m31.4s Leader
Meeke Second Sordo +1.9s

MW SS6 Caminha2 (11.25miles)
Fastest Neuville & Breen
10m35.5s Leader Paddon
Second Sordo +3.2s

B SS7Pontede Lima 2
(17.11miles)

Fastest Neuville 19m24.7s
Leader Neuville

Second Evans +7.3s

Il SS8 Porto Street Stage 1

(1.21 miles)

Fastest Neuville 1m48.7s Leader
Neuville Second Evans +13.2s

Il SS9 Porto Street Stage 2

(1.21 miles)

Fastest Neuville 1m46.8sLeader
Neuville Second Evans +17.7s

M SS10Vieirado Minho1

(10.87 miles)

Fastest Latvala 10m52.2s Leader
Neuville Second Evans +18.6s

M SS11CabeceirasdeBasto 1
(13.81miles)

Fastest Evans 13m35.0s Leader
Neuville Second Evans +12.7s

W SS12 Amarante 1
(23.36 miles)

Fastest Neuville 24m56.8s
Leader Neuville

Second Evans +29.9s

M SS13Vieira do Minho 2
(10.87 miles)

Fastest Evans 10m48.6s Leader
Neuville Second Evans +23.6s

M SS14 Cabeceiras de Basto 2
(13.81 miles)

Fastest Latvala 13m41.3s Leader
Neuville Second Evans +28.0s

H SS15 Amarante 2

(23.36 miles)

Fastest Ogier 24m47.7s Leader
Neuville Second Evans +39.8s

W SS16 Montim 1 (5.37 miles)
Fastest Lappi5m47.4s Leader
Neuville Second Evans +39.0s

M SS17Fafe 1 (6.95 miles)
Fastest Ogier 6m40.7s Leader
Neuville Second Evans +39.3s

M SS18 Luilhas (Z7.39 miles)
Fastest Latvala 8m09.2s Leader
Neuville Second Evans +41.2s

M SS19 Montim 2 (5.37 miles)
Fastest Suninen5m41.3s Leader
Neuville Second Evans +37.5s

W SS20 Fafe 2 (Power Stage)
(6.95miles)
Fastest Lappi 6m33.2s Leader

Neuville Second Evans +40.0s
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COLIN
CLAR

“You have to be .
psychic to predict
this year’s champion”

hese boys aren’t making it easy for
us so-called rally experts. Anyone
who says they know for sure who
is going to win this year’s drivers’
titleis lying. Or a psychic.l change
my mind at the end of each stage.

Before Rally of Portugal, | was still 95 per cent certain
Ogier was the man to make it sixin a row. After
shakedown and the opening street stage, Tanak looked
like the man. And then, by the end of the rally. .. well, |
always said Neuville was champion in waiting, didn't I?
Oh dear, I'm putting my hands up and admitting | really
don'thave a clue who'll we'll be crowning come Rally
Australiain November!

But there were some pointers and areas that | can
perhaps highlight to try and salvage some professional
integrity from this one.

Firstly, let's look at Neuville. Last time he was
presented with the open goal of Ogier crashing out
early in Finland last year. Thierry stuttererd, stumbled,
sliced his shot and threatened the corner flag more than
the back of the net. That capitulation was the start of the
end of his championship challenge in 2017.

This time around, he well and truly buried the ball and
practically broke the back of the net. Twenty-nine points
to Ogier’s zero; the young Belgian has hit top gear and
is making a break for it.

And we can't write off Tanak. He looks more confident
and self-assured than ever. The car is without doubt
quick enough for him to realistically challenge for this
year'stitle. There are however a couple of lingering
questions. Reliability has to be one. Latvala’s Toyota
broke on arock most other cars hit and dealt with.

The other has to be judgement: Ott had time to see
those car-breaking rocks and take avoiding action. He
has said he chose to go over them. In retrospect, a very
costly and bad decision. But Tanak will bounce back
and | can see him winning three, maybe even four
rallies before the end of the year.

And what about Ogier? Well, for once, I'm just not
sure. He'll still be the most intelligent of challengers for
the remainder of the season. But will that be enough?

I think the champ might have to reassess his approach
for the second half of the season if he is to make it sixin
arow this season.

Having said all that, it could be seven other drivers
who genuinely decide the destination of this year's
drivers'title. | firmly believe whichever of our top three
drivers gets the most consistent support from their wing
men will celebrate the hardest in November. Elfyn Evans
and Teemu Suninen stepped up to the mark in Portugal,
but for Ogier to win they need to both find a little more.

At Hyundai, Andreas Mikkelsen, Dani Sordo and
Hayden Paddon all look capable of supporting
Neuville’s efforts.

Butif, as| believe, Tanak has been given number one
status and can count on the support of Esapekka Lappi
and Jari-Matti Latvala, then maybe the young Estonian
is in pole position to break the French stranglehold on
the WRC drivers’ championship.

So many ifs, buts and maybes — none of us really know
who's going to win. And that's what makes this year's
WRC so unpredictable and utterly captivating.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) )
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’ve never presumed to have

many mates among those who
spend their time in the World
Rally Championship’s spotlight.
I’d like to think I have a decent
working relationship with most
drivers and co-drivers down the years. But
mates, not so much.

That said, I've known these four blokes so
long, Ithink they might well qualify. Which
made Friday and Saturday all the harderto
watch. Seeing Kris Meeke and Paul Nagle's
Citroen C3 WRC when they'd finished with
it was pretty unpleasant. Catching up with an
all-in-one-piece Nagle in service was a
highlight of the weekend. | didn't see Meeke
again, but the tone of the text messages
descended to the inappropriate quickly
enough to indicate he was of sound mind
and body.

And the same could be said for Hayden
Paddon and Seb Marshall. | make no secret
of my desire to see these boys climb to the
top of the tree, few work harder, even fewer
are more deserving.

When Seb showed me the onboard of
their Portuguese departure, it was
impossible not to be grateful for the FIA's
exceptional regulations for the modern-day
World Rally Cars.

Committed in a big-speed right-hander,
Paddon caught sight of arockin the line.
Opening the steering slightly — to avoid what
would have been arally-ending rock —was
enough to tip the Hyundai into a bit of a skid.
Just atthe point where you or | would have
opened the door and jumped out, the Kiwi
flipped the i20 down a gearand buried the
throttle to pull it out of the ditch into which it
had slipped. Just as it was coming out. ..
BANG!

That'll be the end of the drainage culvert
then. The left-front suspension leg, complete
with wheel, was ripped clean off and hurled a
very long way clear of the car.

Mads Ostberg was first on the scene and
listening to his emotions at seeing Paddon
struggling and in pain, quite frankly, turned
the stomach.

Enough of that. They're allhere and they'll
allbe back onitin the way that only they can
in Sardinia next month. Heroes all.

Now, just one more thing to talk about:
chicanes and penalties. Elsewhere in M,
you'llread a detailed analysis of M-Sport's
appeal against the Rally Mexico decision
which cost Sebastien Ogier his powerstage
points. I'm notabout to go overitall again
here, alllwantto do is use this space to
implore FlA rally director Yves Matton to take
control of this one. Fora very long time we've
had fantastic co-operation between the
manufacturers and that's helped to bring us
to the sensational, never-better and never-
faster generation we're enjoying right now.

What we don't need is the teams going at
each other. Regardless of who spoke to
which stewards about what —andI'minno
position to speak definitively on this —it's
15-all between Hyundaiand M-Sport Ford.
And that's where it has to stay.

Mr Matton, give us a regulation to stop this.
And doit now. Then we can getback to
enjoying the best sport in the world.

Continued from page 21

As Suninen prepared himself to
depart service for thefinal time,
M-Sport’s deputy team principal
Rich Millener (#1 Malcolm Wilson
had flown out of Portofirst thing,
bound for Bentley and Silverstone’s
Blancpain round) arrived at the side
of the car. Sensing apprehension, he
gave him areassuringslap on the
back and told him they’d talk after
thefirstone. Everything, Millener
said, would be fine.

Lappi’simpossible toread and
was giving nothing away at the end
of the first Sunday test. He was
fastest, but the smile was thin as he
looked at the time board. “Nice
drive,” he said of his own efforts,
“but one second is notenough. We
need more.”

It wasn’'teven a second. It was six-
tenths. Then it was0.3s, then 1.2s.
Two down and he was still nine
seconds short of hisrival.

Andthen came a Suninen
breakthrough. He stopped the rot
and took 1.7s back. “Thave been
drivingefficiently,” he said, “and
now I’'ve been driving quickly.”

Even witha10.4s advantage and
just the seven-mile powerstage to
run, Suninen wasn’t sure. “I'm not
goingto think about the podium,”
hesaid.

One stage later, he wason the
podium and just 7.3s off his team-

Paddon led, then crashed out

=4
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mate and runner-up Evans.

Across the day, Lappi was 3.7s
faster, butit matteredlittle. Fourth
place beckoned.

Ultimately, Sordo lost his podium
on pace, not due to the penalty. He
couldn’t match Suninen, but he
would have kept his nose ahead of
Lappi had the stewardsnot decided
otherwise. Theirony was, the
stewards then intervened in favour
of Sordo by hitting Lappi with 10s of
his own for a similar tyre-whacking
offence. Finally, Dani was fourth
and the Finn fifth.

The talk of penalties soured the

Greensmith’s pain, Tidemand'’s gain

Parked up at the side of the road
just before Saturday afternoon’s
Amarante stage, Gus Greensmith
deserved an awful lot more. For two
rallies, he’d kept his powder dry,
done as he was told. In Portugal, he
was off the leash, free to drive it
like he stoleit.

He did just that and built a half-
minutelead -nomeanfeatona
typically packed European WRC2
round. Day two was, however, his
undoing. A couple of punctures on
the firstloop cost him thelead, but
hisheart was properly broken
when a steering arm gave up the
ghost between stages 14 and 15.

Greensmith would fight one
more day on the roads around Fafe,
but this was the one that got away
and he knew it.

“Itisfrustrating,” he said. “But
we came here to show the pace, we
did thatand we led the rally and
after the puncturesIsaid I wanted
to get back onto the podium. Idid
thataswell.Idid whatIsaid I
would on thisrally, but the result
hasn’t gone our way.”

Next time.

Chief beneficiary of
Greensmith’s misfortune was
Stephane Lefebvre, who moved to
the front and then looked odds-on
to give Citroen’s C3 R5its first win.
It was all going nicely, right up

until the Frenchman punctured on
Saturday’s final stage.

The upshot of thoseissues was a
pretty straightforward final day for
series leader Pontus Tidemand,
who was able to bring his Skoda
Fabia R5 home for another
maximum score. The Swede
looked to have been ruled out after
he suffered his own deflation on
the opening day, but typically he
keptatitand brought the points
home again.

Pole Lukasz Pieniazek (Skoda)
was second with Lefebvre taking
some sort of consolationin the
shape of third place and a podium
spotinthe C3.

The Junior WRC event was a
typically frantic affair with
Denis Radstrom giving way early
doorsto hisfellow Swede Emil
Bergkvist. There was, however,
never more than a metaphorical
fagpacket between the top two
Fiestas until SS12.

Aswasthe casein the mainfield,
Amarante 2had a massive effect on
the Junior event, with Bergkvist
rollingnear the end of the stage. He
wasn’t the only one: Kiwi Dave
Holder and Briton Tom Williams
alsorolled their cars. Holder went
onto get out of jail with arecovery
drive that delivered third place,
while Williams suffered a second

Koreans’ success slightly, but
Hyundai’s event wasnothinglike as
tough as Citroen’s. Ostberg and
Breen were sixth and seventh. The
Norwegian was warming up for the
nextroundin Sardinia, while the
Irishman was robbed of a

result by a puncture and forced
torun asroadsweeper at the front
of thefield.

And Meeke? He had a monstrous
accident that ruled him out of the
rest of the event (see story p2-3).

Neuville might have won by miles
in Portugal, but successis measured
ininches. And on Friday those

>
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e Meeke ran well,
B until a huge crash

inches were the ones between the
samerocksthatruined Tanak’s
rally and the radiator on Neuville’s
car. Triumph was that close to
disaster in Portugal.

But Neuvilleand Hyundai earned
this one. They showed supreme
speed when it was needed and then
dialed that back to the sort of
consistency that kept Thierry clear
of the problems that befell those
around him.

Inshort, he drove the drive of a
champion. Six down and seven to go,
he’s got himself a useful pointslead.
Now we’ll seeif he can keepit.

Gus Greensmith de

inversion on Sunday.

Williams told MN: “This really
hasbeen a crazy rally. It’s been
great, but crazy. Both of therolls
were quite slow speed and so, so
frustrating — we would have been
on for the podium without those.
Butatthe same time, I've been
able to get so much experience out
here and that’sinvaluable. To
come and drive these stages has
beenincredible.”

There was further heartbreak for
Irishman Callum Devine, who had

served to take WRC2 win, but hit trouble

come within touching distance of
second place behind Radstrom.
Running second well into the final
day, Devine fell foul of one of
Luilhas’ rougher spots. Helost a
wheel and the Fiesta—along with
hishopes and dreams—were
parked at the side of the road.
Devine said: “It was a small
mistake, I braked alittle bit too late
for a corner and that wasit. This
hasbeensucharoughrally and
like the other ones, thelearning
curveisjustsosteep!”
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SEBASTIEN OGIER
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

Candidly admitted to his
own mistake. When
Julien Ingrassia says:
“don’t cut” he really does
mean it. This one will hurt
Ogiier; it'sbeenalong
time since he's been
anywhere other than well
clear atthe top of the
table come mid-year...

TEENMU SUNINEN
M-SPORTFORD FIESTA

One of his finest outings.
Has better experience of
Sardinia than most of
the otherevents he’s
doneinaFiestaWRC,
but we shouldn't forget
thisfella’s still not that
long out of karts. Beat
Lappithroughan
outstanding final day.

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

Ontheface of it, another
poor result for
Mikkelsen. But... this
one was different. He'd
found formin the carand
was wholly let down by
the Hyundai —first witha
powersteering problem
and then with no oil
pressure.

KRIS MEEKE
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

Brilliant when he had four
fully inflated Michelins
beneath himand pretty
special on three wheels
through the streets of
Porto. Like Paddon, led
the event twice, before
payingavery high

price forwhatwas a
pretty minor mistake.
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JARI-MATTI LATVALA
TOYOTAYARISWRC

This one broke. He didn't
break it. But now, more than
ever, Jari-Matti Latvala needs
abreak. He remains
toweringly quick, but now,

somehow, needs to find his
way to the finish without any :
kind of issue. 10}

OTTTANAK
TOYOTAYARISWRC

One'sabitharsh... let's make
itatwo, he did win Lousada
afterall. Like youl couldn't wait
to see how much of his
Argentinian speed he'd brought
back to Europe. We'll just
have to wait until Sardinia now.

ELFYN EVANS
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

It's easy to look at the
retirement rate in the first
half of the event and say
this result flattered Evans.
Itdidn’t. He drove
brilliantly, quickly and
consistently. He deserved
this one. There's more to
come, but he's back on
theroad.

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

The perfect 10.Inthe
last few rallies we've
seen Neuville struggle
with the car, the set-up
and the pace of his
rivals. Not this time. He
found his feet with the
i20 on Friday lunchtime
and was simply perfect
thereafter.

10 10

DANISORDO

HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAIi20

Undoubtedly had some of
the stuffing and appetite
for the final-day fight
knocked out of him when
he was hit witha 10s
penalty for hitting the
tyres in Porto on Friday.
But stillanother superb
drive from the likeable
Spaniard.

CRAIG BREEN
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

Didn't puta wheel wrong
and thoroughly deserved
ashotat winning this
rally. Set a fastest time
and was running third
andright at the sharp
end when he punctured.
Like his team-mate,
needs and deserves a
change in fortune.

ESAPEKKA LAPPI
TOYOTAYARISWRC

Sensible drive mostly,no
doubt aware that with his

two team-mates hitting
trouble, Toyota was relying
on himfor points. In the final-
day fight but couldn’t catch
Suninenand lostto Sordoin
the stewards' room.

VIADS OSTBERG
TOTALABU DHABICITROEN C3WRC

Awarm-up event for
Sardiniaand spenttime
playing with suspension and
transmission set-up. Went
to Portugal for seat time.
Flew in Fafe, but now needs
to deliver on his ltalian job.

TEEMU
SUNINEN

The Finn withstood
massive final day
pressure to — along
with team-mate

Elfyn Evans — soften
the blow Ogier's
retirement might have
done to M-Sport's
title aspirations.
Teemu'’s been on

a tough learning
curve for the last

few events, but in
Portugal he delivered
a superb drive.
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SEBASTIEN OGIER

Kris Meeke and Hayden Paddon were the others in the running for this one, but it
has to go to Ogier for not listening to his own notes. He'd been through Viana do
Castelo twice on the recce and once on the rally and decided that corner definitely

~ . wasn't cuttable. And then cut it.
e—

Sebastien Ogier 100 M-Sport Fo

rd WRT 162

Dani Sordo 60

2
Ott Tanak 72 3 |Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT |140
4 |Citroen Total 111

Esapekka Lappi 55

Andreas Mikkelsen | 54

Elfyn Evans 45

Kris Meeke 43

Jari-Matti Latvala 31

—=|© |00 |0 |01 (W IN]|—

Craig Breen 26

JUNE 7-10

m OgierneedstobouncebackinlItaly...

RESULTS

FIAWorld Rally Championship, round 6/13,Rally Portugal , May 17-20

POS | DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME
1 | Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | 3h49m46.6s
2 | Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +40.0s
3 | Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC +47.3s
4 | DaniSordo (ESP)/Carlos del Barrio (ESP) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +1m00.9s
5 | EsapekkaLappi(FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +1m04.7s
6 |Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Torstein Eriksen (NOR) Citroen CSWRC +3m33.5s
7 | CraigBreen (IRL)/Scott Martin (GBR) Citroen C3WRC +5m23.0s
8 | Pontus Tidemand (SWE)/Jonas Andersson (SWE) | Skoda Fabia R5 +14m10.8s
9 |Lukasz Pieniazek (POL)/Przemyslaw Mazur (POL) | Skoda Fabia RS +16m17.3s
10 | Stephane Lefebvre (FRA)/Gabin Moreau (FRA) | Citroen C3R5 +16m34.3s
16 | Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +24m44.4s
21 | Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Ford Fiesta WRC +35m28.3s
25 | Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +48m50.3s
R | Yazeed Al-Rajhi (KSA)/Michael Orr (GBR) Ford FiestaRS WRC Mechanical
R | Kris Meeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL) Citroen C3 WRC Crash
R |Hayden Paddon (NZL)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR) | Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | Crash
R | Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC Radiator

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

DRIVERS MANUFACTURERS

vos [TEAMS s

Thierry Neuville 119 1 |Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT |175

RALLY SARDINIA
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The'champianship s bignames were back to the top

—

Adaﬁ P)[:organ scored another race three victory in Mercedes
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Turkingtonbounced back after Donington drama with two podiums

heyoungerdrivers
in the British
Touring Car
Championship
have shone over
the opening
portion of the
season, butit was time for the big
guns to strike back at Thruxton.

Matt Neal added his62nd career winin
the opener in Hampshire in the Team
Dynamics Honda Civic Type R, while
Colin Turkington bagged two second
places and afifth toreignite his title
chargein his WSR BMW 125i M Sport.

Race two was claimed by the buoyant
Power Maxed Racing team, with Josh
Cook searing through the pack, while
Adam Morgan took his second victory
inasmany meetingsinhis Ciceley
Motorsport Mercedes-Benzin the finale.

Butthemessageleaving the circuit was
clear: the old hands still have plenty of
tricks up their sleeves.

Race one

Neal had promised before the season that
hisnew-shape Civic Type Rwouldbea
formidable weapon at Thruxton. The
slippery shape of the car was perfectly
suited to the high-speed sweeps of the
2.356-mile circuit, and he proved that
with record-breaking pace in qualifying
for an 18th career pole. Perhaps more
surprising was the pace of Turkington,
who was also under the previous
benchmark. Thruxton hasnever been
the happiest of hunting grounds for
therear-wheel-drive German car, but
thebigger tyresintroduced intothe
BTCCin 2017 seemto have assisted

with thehandling.

The BMW also benefits from strong
traction away from theline, so Neal knew
hehadajobonhishandstomaintain his
advantageinto Allard. But hedid.

They went toe-to-toe through theright-
hander, with Neal on theinside, and that
gave him theinside for Campbell. He
maintained anadvantage thathe
wouldn’tlose, nomatter what
Turkington could throw at him.

“Iwassittingtherejust waitingfor the
tyresto gooff,” said Neal. “But gettingin

thelead wasimportant. We know our
carisgood in thefast stuff and becausel
wasahead, it meant thatIcouldstretch
my legstobegin with and just getaway a
bit. Thetyresheld on,and it wasa
fantasticday forus.”

Turkington was rarely more than one
second behind but knew the game was
up after three-quartersof the 161aps.

“Iwasabletohangon, buttherear
started tolose grip over the latter
stages,” said the Northern Irishman.
“This championshipisallabout
consistency. After thelast meeting
[where Turkington scored only six
points], we needed tobounce back. Once
therearsstarted togo,Ipeggeditbacka
little bit, butIam delighted to be back on
thepodiumagain.”

Neal’steam-mate Dan Cammish was
pleased with third place too. He jumped
fellow row-two starter Brett Smith
(Eurotech Racing Honda Civic), who had
bogged down badly away from the line.

Cammish had come under attack from
Sam Tordoff (Motorbase Performance
Ford Focus)overthe latter stages of the
race, buthad enoughin-hand.

Tordoff, and his team-mate Tom
Chilton, had both overhauled Andrew
Jordan’s WSRBMW 125i M Sport.
Jordan was one of the heroes of therace,
battlingasevere stomach virus. He
rocketed off theline to climb from eighth
tofourth, but simply couldn’t hold back
the Ford tide. He was very lucky to have
madeittotheendof theraceatall.

His defence from Senna Proctor’s
Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra
earned him the hardest 10 points Jordan
haseverwon.

Smithrecovered his composure for
eighthahead of the Vauxhall of Cook
and the top 10 was rounded out by
Chris Smiley in his BT'C Norlin
Honda Civic.

More should have been expected of
Jack Goff, in the other Eurotech Honda.
Goff,arace winner at Brands, was
frustrated: “Look at our straight-line
speed, weare nowhere. We can’t fight
like this, but we arelooking into
everything. Butit makeslife toughona
circuitlike this.”

Heheaded home Morgan, who was
saddled with 66kgand he admitted to
makinga poor getaway, whichmeanthe
had tobattle from the lower part of the
top20toearnthepointshedid.

The top Subaru Levorg was champion
Ashley Suttonin 15th spot afteran
uncompetitive performance fromthe
car, while team-mate Jason Platoretired
with a concern over hisengine.

Themain loser from the race was Tom
Ingram. His Speedworks Motorsport
Toyota Avensis(which had lostits fastest
qualifyinglapforatracklimits
infringement and started 10th) pulled
intothepits after only fourlaps when the
electricsonthemachinedied. Hehada
warningon the openinglap and theteam
tried different engine modes, but it failed
to curethe systems and Ingram was left
without power steeringuntil he was
forced topullin.

It was a bitter blow for the pointsleader
comingintotheround. Although hehad
lost the 75kg of ballast he had been forced
tocarryintothe meeting, he would start
round eight still top of the pile, but was
forcedtolineup32nd, andlast.

Race two

Weightisnever thought to be toomuch of
anissueat Thruxton. Of allthe 10
configurations on the BTCC schedule,
thehigh-speed track is whereitis
punished least.

Cook hadlugged 57kgaroundinrace
onetoninth, which had been asolid
result. Butoncerid of the extralead
bolted to the passenger footwell, the
hatchback simply flew.

Hehad alot of work to dofrom row four,
buthismovefortheleadonlap11 was
performed with consummate ease ashe
outdragged Turkington coming out of
Church forasecond career win and his
secondinas many meetings.

Hegained aplace off theline, and
inched his way into the top five after
threetours. Then work gota bit harder.
Ashetried tounseat Jordan from fourth
attheend of lap four, there was
controversy. Cook went to the outside of
the BMW through the firstright-handed
element of the Club Chicane and the pair
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‘Ingram rescued
. J

his weekend

Top drivers rated, p26

went side-by-side towards theleft-
hander. Cook swerved left to avoid the
innerkerbs, while Jordan took the
apex. Cook emerged ahead.

Onelaplater,and Cook had caught
and passed third-placed Tordoff
comingoutof Church. Anotherlap,
another position, ashejumped Neal
forsecond.

Leader Turkington would prove to be
amuch toughernutto crack. Despite
thefactthe BMW was carrying 66kg of
ballast,hehad made a strong getaway
thistimetofend off Neal. The tyres
were hanging on well and when Cook
arrived on hisbootlid onlapnine, it
was stillnot certain thatthe German
car wouldlosethelead.

Itfinally happened onlap 11, when
Cook held atigherline comingout of
Church and powered around the BMW.

“Thecar wasjustonrails,” said Cook
after hisepicclimb. “The front was
grippingreally well, but therear wasa
bitlively, which made things
interesting. Buttowinaracelike that
from the middle of the grid feelsreally
special and the car had somuch speed
coming through Church thatitmade
some of the moves easy.I was passinga
lotof carsintothe chicane, butit
seemed Jordandidn’tlikeitand we
hadalittletouch. There wasno
problem with whatIdidasfarasI
was concerned.”

Behind him, both Turkington and
Neal were delighted with podium
finishes, given the weight that they had
both carried. Indeed, Neal felt thata
betterresult could have been on the
cards. “Imadean OK start, but Iknew I
was faster than Colin around the back
of the circuit.Iwas confidentIwould be
abletogethimback,” hesaid.

“Iwaslookingin my mirrorall the
time and there was Tordoff close onme,
solhadtobe careful. ThenIlooked
againandit was Josh Cook.Iwondered
where he had come from! There wasno
stoppinghim, Josh was on fire.”

Tordoff held on tofourth spot from
Jordan and Proctor, who had been
feisty in the midpack and even had time
togiveaplaceback to Chilton aftera

passunder yellow flags. Morgan, who
was drawn onreversed grid pole
position, came homein seventh place
as Chilton wilted later onin therace.
Goff also pounced in hisimproved Civic.

Cammish should have beeninthe
lead grouptoo, butheran wideat
Church onlaptwo and he pitted to
assess thedamage.

Ingram performed miracles from
32nd and was inside the top 15 after only
eightlaps, and built on that for 12th at
theflag. It wasarecovery job, butit
wasn’t enough for him tomaintain top
spotinthepoints. The honours were
passed over to Cook —albeit briefly.

Race three

The Mercedes on pole position should
have been an ominous sight for the
others. Morgan has taken two of his
five career wins at the Hampshire
track, and waslight ballast-wise (27kg).
The signslooked good for a strong
resultfor the Lancastrian.

Thesignsdidn’tlook good for
Jordan and Plato, as both were forced
towithdraw fromtherace. The
illness that Jordan had suffered all day
finally got the better of himashe
collapsed after race two and was taken
tothemedical centre, while Plato was
still struggling with engineissuesin
hisLevorg.

Morgan knew that his hard work
would bedoneatthestart,and he
madeitcount. Hemadeapeach of a
getaway to head the pack into the
Complex on thefirstlap. That was
partoneof thejob done.

“Afterthat, it wasaquestion of
gettingmy head down and puttingina
series of qualifyinglapsto give me the
breakthatIneeded,” hesaid. “Iwas
abletodothat, butIstill couldn’tback
off. Others were coming up through the
packsoitwasn’tuntilthatlastlapthat
couldrelaxalittlebit.”

It wasasuntroubled an afternoon’s
work as Morgan could have hoped for,
butif hehad havelookedinhisrear-
view mirror, he would have seen a truly
fantastic drive from Goff.

With the extra weight now shed from

Halfords
YUASA

the Civic, he wasflying. He went from
seventh tosixth atthestartand then
picked his way up the order until he
gottoProctor’s second-placed Astra
bylapnine.

Theteenager proved tobeatougher
foe and Goff had to waituntillap 14 to
make amove stick. He pounced when
Proctorranslightly wide exiting the
Club chicane and dashed for the inside
asthecarscrossed theline.

“Wereally found a sweet spot with
the car for thatrace,” said Goff.

“We went down theright [set-up]
directioninrace two, built on that for
race three and it was magic.

“Iwastracking SennaandIcould
seethat he was beginningto struggle
with hisfront tyres, soit wasa question
of waiting forittocometome.
Eventually,itdid.”

Proctorsaid hehad used histyrestoo
hard chasing Morgan early on, but was
satisfied to bank the result—especially
ashehad picked upatracklimits
warninglater onintherace.

Just off the rostrum was Tordoff,
who capped amuch-improved weekend
with his third fourth place of the day.
The Motorbase man was the only onein
the team who was able tomaintain tyre
lifethroughout the 16-lappers.

Turkington took 66kg tofifth place
ahead of Cook (with 75kg)ina
relatively uneventful race. Ingram
bounced back with seventh ahead of
Neal, who complained that he was
unable tomake progressin the traffic.

Smiley hung on gamely forninth,
but the six-car dogfight for the final
slotinthetop 10 wasentertaining at
least. Eventually, the place fell to Rob
Collard (WSRBMW 125i M Sport),
who had struggled with poor handling
allweekend.

Aswell as Plato’smachine, Team
BMR also had afew headaches
preparing Sutton’s car for thefinale
too as his car broke a driveshaft on the
way to the grid and he was forced to
start from the pitlane. He failed to
take his place on the grid and contact
in the midfield scuffles restricted him
to20th attheflag.
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RACE FACTS

THRUXTON

‘Where: Thruxton, Hampshire
FirstBTCCround: 1968
Lap length:2.36 miles
Qualifying lap record: Matt
Neal 1m15.612s(2018)
Racelap record: TomIngram
1m17.060s (110.06mph)
(2018)

RESULTS

Round: 7 Laps: 16 Weather: warmand dry

POS | Q | DRIVER | cAR | TIME

1 1 | Matt Neal Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R 20m54.608s
2 2 | Colin Turkington | WSRBMW 125iM Sport 10 +0.860s
3 4 | Dan Cammish Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R7 +3.699s
4 6 | Sam Tordoff Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS +4.040s
5 7 | Tom Chilton Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS +5.290s
6 8 | AndrewJordan | WSRBMW 125iM Sport +8.922s
7 5 | Senna Proctor Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra +9.361s
8 3 | Brett Smith Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R +9.725s
9 |15 | Josh Cook Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 3 +14.929s
10 | 9 | Chris Smiley BTC Norlin Honda Civic Type R +15.436s

11 (13) Rob Collard (WSR BMW 125i M Sport) +15.591s; 12 (11) Matt Simpson (Euratech Racing Honda Civic Type R) +16.260s; 13
(14) Jack Goff (Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R) (48kg) +16.780s; 14 (12) Adam Morgan (Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz
A-Class) (66kg) +17.787s;15 (18) Ash Sutton (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) (39kg) +18.096s; 16 (17) Rob Austin (HMS Racing Alfa
Romeo Giulietta) (15kg) +18.526s;17 (16) Tom Oliphant (Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz A-Class) +19.922s; 18 (21) Aiden
Moffat (Laser Tools Racing Mercedes-Benz A-Class) (33kg) +21.773s; 19 (20) James Cole (Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS)
+23.602s; 20 (25) Jake Hill (Team Hard Violkswagen CC) +24.888s; 21 (19) Mike Bushell (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) +26.893s; 22
(23) Josh Price (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) +27.155s; 23 (22) James Nash (BTC Norlin Honda Civic Type R) +27.766s; 24 (26) Rory
Butcher (AmD Tuning MG6) +28.022s; 25 (29) Ollie Jackson (AmD Tuning Audi 83 Saloon) +30.185s; 26 (30) Bobby Thompson (Team
Hard Volkswagen CC) +38.293s; 27 (27) Stephen Jelley (Team Parker Racing BMW 125i M Sport) +38.648s; 28 (32) Sam Smelt (AmD
Tuning Audi $3 Saloon) +38.965s; R (24) Jason Plato (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) 13 laps/engine; R (31) Tom Boardman (AmD Tuning
MGB) 13 laps/damage; R (28) Michael Caine (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) 12 laps/damage; R (10) Tom Ingram (Speedworks Toyota
Avensis) (75kg) 5 laps/alternator. Pole position: Neal 1m15.612s (112.17mph). Winner’s average speed: 108.17mph. Fastest
lap: Turkington 1m17.243s (109.80mph). Lap leaders: Neal 1-16.

Round:8Laps: 16 Round:9 Laps: 16

‘Weather: warm and cloud; Weather: warm and cloud:

1 9 |Cook? 21m00.610s 1 1 | Morgan? 20mb55.978s
2 2 |Turkington 2 +1.325s 2 7 | Goff8 +2.433s
3 1 [Neal? +5.285s 3 2 | Proctor® +3.147s
4 4 |Tordoff4 +6.287s 4 3 |Tordoff4 +5.045s
5 6 |Jordan® +6.595s 5 5 | Turkington? +5.994s
6 7 |Proctor? +7.005s 6 6 |Cook! +6.544s
7- 14 |Morgan +7.419s - 11 | Ingram +6.922s
8 13 |Goff +7.816s 8 4 |Neal3 +7.722s
9 5 |Chiltons +9.114s 9 9 | Smiley 10 +12.985s
10 | 10 |Smiley 1© +10.203s 10 | 15 |Collard +13.205s

11 (15) Sutton +11.049s;12 (32) Ingram +12.177s; 13 (16) Austin
+14.844s;14 (12) Simpson +15.289s; 15 (18) Moffat +15.741s;
16 (11) Collard +16.154s; 17 (25) Jackson +21.203s; 18 (20) Hill
+22.390s; 19 (24) Butcher +25.204s; 20 (26) Thompson
+29.488s; 21 (23) Nash +30.6065; 22 (30) Boardman +30.914s;
23(22) Price +35.311s; 24 (28) Smelt +38.749s; 25 (27) Jelley
+41.190s; 26 (3) Cammish (57kg) +1m15.410s;R (31) Caine 14
laps; R (8) Smith (21kg) 141aps/off; NC (21) Bushell 13 laps;

R (19) Cole 3 laps/damage; R (29) Plato 3 laps/engine concern; R
(17) Oliphant 2 laps/damage. Winner’s average speed:
107.65mph. Fastest lap: Cook 1m17.611s (109.28mph).

Lap leaders: Turkington 1-10; Cook 11-16.

'RACE SUCCESS

11(8) Chifton (15kg) +15.230s;12 (13) Simpson +16.601s; 13
(25) Cammish +16.809s; 14 (18) Butcher +17.120s; 15 (14)
Moffat +17.350s; 16 (12) Austin +17.830s; 17 (17) Hill +21.896s;
18 (21) Boardman +24.707s; 19 (30) Oliphant +25.488s; 20 (10)
Sutton +26.026s; 21 (24) Jelley +26.399s; 22 (19) Thompson
+26.805s; 23 (20) Nash +27.100s; 24 (29) Cole +27.368s; 25 (26)
Caine +27.587s; 26 (23) Smelt +34.620s; 27 (28) Bushell-11ap; R
(22) Price 10laps/engine; R (16) Jackson 3 laps/damage; R (27)
Smith 3 laps/damage; Withdrawn Jordan (33kg) unwell; W Plato 0
lapsengine. Winner’s average speed: 108.05mph.

Fastest lap: Ingram 1m17.060s (110.06mph). Lap leaders:
Morgan 1-16.

[ 66kg? |

75kg! 57kg® 48kg* 39kg®

BALLAST 33kg® | 21kg’ | 21kg® | 15kg® | 9kg"° |
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
DRIVERS INDEPENDENTS
1 Adam Morgan 96 1 Morgan 115
2 Josh Cook 95 2 |Ingram 110
3 Tom Ingram 85 3 | Goff 103
4 Jack Goff 83 4 | Moffat 84
5 Colin Turkington 78 5 | Smiley 84
6 Matt Neal 68 6 | Chilton 742
7 Senna Proctor 62 7 | Tordoff 73
8 Dan Cammish 62 8 | Austin 69
9 Ash Sutton 55 9 | Butcher 59
10 Chris Smiley 52 10 | Simpson 55

11 Andrew Jordan 48; 12 Tom Chilton 48; 13 Aiden Moffat 47; 14
Sam Tordoff 47; 15 Rob Austin 35; 16 Rob Collard 33; 17 Rory
Butcher 32; 18 Matt Simpson 30; 19 Brett Smith 28; 20 James Cole
28;21 Jake Hill 23; 22 Ollie Jackson 21; 23 Mike Bushell 20; 24 Tom
Boardman 13; 25 Tom Oliphant 11; 26 James Nash 6.

11Hill 52;12 Smith 49; 13 Jackson 47; 14 Cole 43; 15 Boardman 39;
16 0liphant 38;17 Bushell 31; 18 Nash 26; 19 Bobby Thompson 11;
20 Stephen Jelley 10;21 Michael Caine 4.

JACK SEARSTROPHY

1 Smiley 126

2 Cammish 122

3 Butcher 110

4 Hill 103

5 Simpson 103

6 Jackson 87

7 Smith 76 : ;

8 Oliphant 74 : "

9 |Bushel 71 - —

10 | Thompson 65 Smil :
1 Gaine 52; 12Josh Price 48; 13 Sam Smett47, ey tops the Jack Sears Trophy points
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MICHAEL CAINE

R

MATT NEAL

OK, so maybe thisis alittle bit harsh for a driver who hadn't once visited the officials’ coach for a telling off
before we got to Thruxton, but former British GT champ Caine had reckoned he could manage to get
through the whole season without a censure. His ambition lasted only until the opening race at Thruxton,

when he cannoned into Tom Boardman's MG at the Chicane.

The old master’s qualifying lap was superb and he converted that into a great race one win, which he had
towork hard for. Had to get a peach of a start to fend off Colin Turkington's BMW into the first cornerin the
opener, which he managed. Third in race two and a solid eighth place in the finale showed the progress

made with the new Honda Civic.

The Honda driver had warned
that this circuit would play to the
strengths of the Civic —and boy,
he was right.

Pole was followed by a

great starttowinrace

one, and thenasolid

third place inthe

second event

put him firmly in

the hunt. Left

ANDREW
JORDAN

WSRBMW 125i M Sport

ThatJordan was

evenabletoget

into the carlast

weekendwas a

miracle, given

how poorly he

was feeling. A

stomach virus left

him vomiting after

every on-track session, and he had
to get dispensation from the
doctorstorace. Two top six finishes
were his reward until he was ruled
out of race three on health grounds.

swrTH 4/,

Eurotech Honda Civic

Qualified a superb third in his Civic,
but fluffed his startinrace one to
droptothe fringes of the top 10, but
banked eighth. Awild ride through
the Churchinfield and damage in
race three meant that he only had
thatrace one score to cling on to.

For hisfirsttime

at Thruxton,

Cammishdida

solidjobin

qualifying with

third, but

admitted that

Neal had showed

him a few tricks.

Third in the opening race was
strong and he should have been
able to build from there. A slip off

track at Church in race two caused

aDNF. Was 13thinrace three.

The circuit has favoured the Merc in

the past, but Morgan came to the
meeting with 66kg. He
luggedthatto 14thin
the opening race, but
once free of the
shackles, he flew.
Aclimbto
seventhinrace

two rewarded

him with pole for

race three — it
wasachance he
didn't squander.

One of the stars of the show at
Donington Park was on the pace
yetagain, despite not having had
the benefit of atest at the circuit
beforehand, like most others had.
He qualified on row five and raced
intelligently for three top 10s.

TOM
INGRAM

Speedworks Toyota

Stripped of alap in qualifying that
would have seen himline upin
sixth, he started 10th but race
one was his nadir, with an
alternator problem .
forcing himtoretire. The
Toyotaman wasfired

up onhis climb

from 32ndto

12thinracetwo 4
andimproved

thatto seventh

inracethree. A

real rescue job.

It was only poor

fortune that had

stopped Tordoff
frombeinginthe

top sixof the title

hunt. Three

excellentracesat

Thruxton provided

him with three top

four finishes —but that's only lifted
himto 14thin the table given his
awful start to the year. There is plenty
more to come with more
performances like this.

TOM
CHILTON

Motorbase Ford Focus

Thruxton is his favourite circuit,and
itis ajoy to watch him attackit.
However, the downside of his
aggressive style is that the Dunlops
don'ttend to last. Fifthinrace one
was a good starting point, but his
weekend unravelled after that.

COLIN ,
TURKINGTON  [oJ)

WSRBMW 125i M Sport

Agreatreturn

to formfor

Turkington,

who hitthe

ground running

from the moment

the carstook to

the track. Two

podiumfinishes

and afifth place in race three made
himthe highest scorer in his most
racy weekend of the season so
far.Heis back to the frontand he
is hungry to regain ground in the
title chase.

OSH |
Cook 1

JACK
GOFF 6/10
Eurotech Honda Civic

Goff was mystified with his carin
race one, with a lack of straight-line
speed hampering him. He worked
hard with the team to

rectify the issue and they

turned a corner after his
13thinraceone.

Eighthinrace two

pointed the way,

but he stillhad to

passsixother
carsforsecond

inrace three, which he

did with aplomb.

SENNA .
PROCTOR 6/ l

Power MaxedVauxhall

Went the wrong way with set-up in
qualifying and was ona rescue mission
after that. Fought up from "
15thtoninthinrace one, ,

which set up amighty charge

inrace two with only 15kg :

of ballast on the Astra b
(includinga N

Jordan). Theflipside ®
was 75kgforrace ‘g
three, but sixth
cappedasolid
weekend.

gls.l'll'lTON 5/10

Team BMR SubaruLevorg

The Subarus were nowhere atthe
weekend, but Sutton can always
be relied upon to drag the most
available fromit. That proved to be
11thinrace two. Race three wasa
write-off after a driveshaft failure on
the warm-up lap and then a spin.

Power MaxedVauxhall

The teenager

was one of the

mostspectacular

driversaround

the fast

sweepersatthe

back of the track

butwas racing

with one eye on contact: one more
penalty and he will earn aone-race
ban. Was sensible for all three races,
and showed maturity to let Goffinto
second inrace three when his tyres
wilted rather than battle too hard.

ROB
COLLARD

WSRBMW 125iM Sport

Atough weekend for Collard, who
was all at sea with the set-up of the
BMW throughout qualifying and
races one and two. He was
suffering from understeerand
couldnt shake it off. A battling 10th
inrace three was the only solace.
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‘Dorlin on blistering
form in Hampshire heat’
Renault UK Clio Cup, below

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Nicosia on top
again in GTS
Ginetta GTS5 Challenge
By Jason Noble

GeriNicosialeft Thruxtonas
the happiest of the Ginetta
GT5 Challenge contingent-a
win and a second earning him
amassive 66-point haul.

Avyearonfromhiswinatthe
Hampshire circuit, Nicosia
showed the speed early on
despite thedisruptionof a
red-flagged startfollowing
three messy clashes
elsewhere on track.

Alex Toth-Jones started
well from pole, butit was
Shane Stoney and Nicosia
soon houndinghisrear wing.

A cleanmove onlap eight
allowed Nicosiatoeaseup the
inside of Toth-Jones on the pit
straighttoclaimthelead,
before defendingfrom a quick
James Kellettfor victory.

The momentum continued
inthe secondraceasNicosia
demonstrated he had the
speedtodothedouble having
held thelead off the start.

Buttwo fresh tyres on the
leftside of the car meant he
was vulnerable from those
who wererubbered-in, none
moreevident than when
Century Motorsport’s Max
Bird was able to quietly catch
theleaders, utilising his
grippier tyres at Goodwood,
and then Woodham Hill to
move past Nicosiaintothe
lead on the penultimatelap.

“You arealwaysabit
disappointed when youdon’t
win when youareleading,”
Nicosiasaid. “It wasatough
race, butitwouldn’tberacing
if itwasn’thard.”

Four victories on the
hounce for Dorlin

Renault UK Clio Cup
By Stephen Lickorish

James Dorlinis unstoppable at
the moment. The Westbourne
Motorsportdriver hasnow taken
four Clio wins on the bounce and
has claimed the pointslead.

Dan Rowbottom appearedin the
box seatinraceone,ashe passed
early leader Max Coates at Club
onlaptwo. Hethen begantoedge
away, butit wasn’tenough as
Dorlinreeled himinand got ahead
by going round the outside of
Noble and past into Goodwood.

“It’sfrustrating,” admitted
Rowbottom. “Ihad started to
pull away alittle bit but even with
the gap, the tow is so powerful.”

InracetwoDorlin grabbed the
lead atthestartashebeat
poleman Paul Rivett off theline.
Butthere was controversy on the
firstlap asheskipped the chicane
and then pulled away. Rivett
closed back in but with twolapsto
gotherace wasred-flagged after
LeePattison and Zak Fulkhad a
nasty crash outof Allard,
denying Rivett the opportunity
toreclaimthelead.

Post-race, Dorlin was handed
an 0.6-second penalty for skipping
the chicaneand lost hisfastestlap,
but was still able to keep the win.

| JEWISS AND DOOHAN WIN
| THRUXTON F4. THRILLERS

Incidents aplenty; but Simmons'maintains slender.championship Iqa_qj .

2 4

Jewiss (r) claimed two wins

— snatching both on last lap &

-
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an won after R2 heartbreak

BritishF4

By Stephen Lickorish

Thruxton is a synonym for frenetic
when it comes to British Formula 4
races. The Hampshire F4 contests
are always action packed and that
was certainly no differentin 2018,
but after all the drama the only
change at the top of the standings
was Ayrton Simmons extending
his lead over Kiern Jewiss by a
solitary point.

Simmons started the weekend very
much on the back foot. Hehad a 10-place
grid penalty for the opener, alegacy of a
collision with Hampus Ericsson at
Donington Park. But he was bullish
ahead of the start.

“We’ve got the pace and also got the
racecraft,” Simmonssaid. “If Iwasto
pick atrack tohave a penalty it would
bethisone.”

Andhe wasright. The JHR driver
was up to sixth by the end of the first
lap and worked his way up to third over
the nextfew tours.

Upfront, early leader Johnathan
Hoggard struggled tomatch hisinitial
pace and thismeant Dennis Hauger and
Jewiss battled for the lead. Jewiss spent
lap after laprunningright behind his
rival, ready to pounce. When hedid on
thefinallap, itended in disaster as the
pairmade contact on the approach to
the Club chicane, and Hauger speared
intothebarriers, gifting Jewiss the win
from Simmons.

“I'had overtaken him and then he tried
tomoveinto apiece of track that wasn’t
there,” explained Jewiss, as the contact
was deemed aracingincident. “Hehit
the brakes and went over the top of my
car.Iwas staying calm and looking after
thetyresfortheend.”

Jewissinherited the race two win on
thefinallap, too. Jack Doohan was set for
hismaiden carracingvictory after
passing his Arden team-mate Patrik
Pasma at Church following the first of
two safety car periods. He was never
headed after that point until he slowed on
thefinal tour with a cracked exhaust.

“Isaw aredlight onmy dash on thelast

lapand the car cutintolimpmode
because the oil temperature got too
high,” said Doohan. “It was just one of
thosethings.”

Jewiss was again the beneficiary,
winning from Double R stablemate Paavo
Tonteri and Simmons-who fought back
after colliding with Pasma.

That meant Jewiss was seeking to
emulate reigning champion Jamie
Caroline by winning all three Thruxton
racesinaweekend. But the star of the
race three proved to be Doohan.

He passed Haugerinto Allard on lap six
of 16and built a gargantuanlead-by
Thruxton standards, at least—as the pack
squabbled furiously behind.

Simmons, Hauger, Pasma and Jewiss
were inseparable throughoutbutin the
end it was Simmons who finished almost
seven seconds behind Doohan, with
Hauger third and Jewiss fifth.

“Ijustdid the same thingeverylap and
pulled away,” said a delighted Doohan.
“It [the first win] got taken away from
meinracetwo, buttobounce backlike
thisisgreat.”

British Formula 4 (16 laps)

1 Kiern Jewiss (Double R);

2 Ayrton Simmons (JHR
Developments) +1.049s; 3 Paavo
Tonteri (Double R); 4 Jack
Doohan (Arden); 5 Patrik Pasma
(Arden); 6 Johnathan Hoggard
(Fortec). FL Doohan 1m13.854s
(114.84mph). P Dennis Hauger
(Arden). S 1. Race 2 (14 laps)
1 Jewiss; 2 Tonteri +3.842s;

3 Simmons; 4 Manuel Sulaiman
(JHR Developments); 5 Josh
Skelton (JHR Developments); 6
Hauger. FL Doohan 1m14.098s
(114.46mph). P Pasma. S 14.
Race 3 (16 laps) 1 Doohan; 2
Simmons +6.733s; 3 Hauger; 4
Pasma; 5 Jewiss; 6 Seb Priaulx
(Arden). FL Skelton Tm12.055s
(117.711mph). P Hauger. S 14.
Points (after 9/30 rounds)

1 Simmons 153; 2 Jewiss 148;
3 Doohan 101; 4 Priaulx 100;

5 Hoggard 86; 6 Hauger 74.

Ginetta GT5 Challenge

(14 laps) 1 Geri Nicosia
(Optimum Motorsport); 2 James
Kellett (Century Motorsport)
+0.377s; 3 Alex Toth-Jones
(Richardson Racing); 4 Connor
(0'Brien (Optimum Motorsport);
5 Katie Milner (Team Merlin);

6 Ashley Marshall (Xentek
Motorsport). FL Nicosia
1m24.685s (100.15mph). P Toth-
Jones. S 30. Race 2 (16 laps)

1 Max Bird (Century Motorsport);
2 Nicosia +0.091s; 3 Kellett; 4
Toth-Jones; 5 Will Dyrdal (W2R
Motorsport); 6 Shane Stoney
(Quattro Motorsport). FL Dyrdal
1m?24.903s (99.89mph). P
Nicosia. S 29. Points (after 5/19
rounds) 1 Kellett 219; 2 Nicosia
170; 3 Stoney 169; 4 Toth-Jones
143; 5 Bird 114; 6 0'Brien 109.

Renault UK Clio Cup (9 laps)
1 James Dorlin (Westhourne
Motorsport); 2 Max Coates
(Team Pyro) +0.323s; 3 Daniel
Rowhottom (Team Pyro); 4 Paul
Rivett (WDE Motorsport); 5 Lee
Pattison (WDE Motorsport); 6
Jack McCarthy (Team Pyro). FL
Dorlin Tm23.029s (102.15mph).
P Coates. S 19. Race 2 (8 laps)
1 Dorlin; 2 Rivett +0.105s; 3
Coates; 4 Rowbottom; 5 Michael
Epps (Matrix Motorsport); 6
McCarthy. FL Rivett 1m23.084s
(102.08mph). P Rivett. S 19,
Points (after 6/18 rounds)

1 Dorlin 118; 2 Coates 114;

3 Rivett 106; 4 Rowhottom 92;
5 McCarthy 92; 6 Epps 71.

Ginetta Junior (12 laps)

1 Patrick Kibble (TCR); 2 Adam
Smalley (Elite Motorsport)
+0.163s; 3 Luke Browning
(Richardson Racing); 4 Ruben
del Sarte (TCR); 5 Greg Johnson
(Elite Motorsport); 6 James
Hedley (Elite Motorsport).

FL Fin Green (Elite Motorsport)
1m31.539s (92.66mph). P
Smalley. S 18. Race 2 (13 laps)
1 Smalley; 2 Hedley +0.337s;

3 Louis Foster (Elite Motorsport);
4 del Sarte; 5 Kibble; 6 Green. FL
Hedley 1m31.683s (32.51mph). P
Foster. S 18. Points (after 7/26
rounds) 1 Smalley 186; 2 Foster
176; 3 Browning 174; 4 del Sarte
165; 5 Kibble 136; 6 Hedley 115.

Kibble scores maiden win as Smalley grabs points lead despite penalty

Ginetta Junior

By Jason Noble

Adecisioninrace controlisnever the

way any driver wants tomark their
first win, but for Patrick Kibblein
Ginetta Juniorit wasnoproblem.

The quick rookie was the surprise
challengerto Adam Smalley in the
latter stages of the first Thruxton
race, when hemuscled his way into
third at Club on the penultimate lap,
with Smalley cutting the last part of
the chicanetokeepittogether.

Louis Foster had been leading, buta

challenge from championshipleader
Luke Browningended in tears when
theexit of the first complex was the
scene of atouch that pushed Foster

off and Browning down to third.

Smalley crossed thelinefirstahead
of Kibble and Browning, but the
stewards had plenty todiscuss
afterwards—itemerged shortly
after that a half-second penalty for
straight-liningthe chicane had
beenissued to Smalley, effectively
handingKibble the win.

Butitwasadisplay of
magnanimity thathasbecomea
key partof Smalley’sarsenal that
meanthetookiton the chin.

“It wasfair enough,” he admitted.
“Icould have come off alot worse,
butit wasjustabout bouncingback.”

Bounce back hedid.

Smalley had his work cutoutin
race two when Kibble on hisleftand

Foster on hisright squeezed him at
thestart, resultingin Foster spinning
outinto the pitlane exit.

Rookie James Hedley was staking
his claim tomakeit two rookies from
two claiming the top honoursto cut
Smalley’s1.1slead tojust0.3s.

Butadefensive drive dubbed by
Smalley as “the hardestrace I have
donein mylife”, meanthe held the
win, and with it, regained the
championshiplead.

“Ineeded that—just tobounce back
like that was absolutely amazing,”
hesaid.

If Smalley wasin contention for
drive of therace, histeam-mate
Foster had his own bid - recovering

from that opening spin to finish third. Smalley took the flag, Kibble took spoils
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ROUND-UP

Kieran Bartlett sprung ahuge
surprise on the Yorkshire Dales
classic trial on Sunday, May 13, as
he won. He had only ever driveninan
event once, which was five

years ago in his father Stuart’s
historic Cannon.

Four-time Association of Classic
Trials Clubs champion Dean
Partington lent his championship-
winning home-built car to Bartlett,
28, as athank you for his support
during his championship campaigns
travelling the country from Derby to
all events throughout the UK, mostly
on day trips leaving at 0400hrs.
Bartlett was Partington’s regular
passenger, but spent more time with
his dad recently.

Bartlett took animmediate lead
with a decisive climb on Sword Point
2 during the morning’s runs. He led
his father by just two points and
during the afternoon sections they
traded points with Kieran failing a
restart before Stuart also failed two
sections later.

Inthe end son beat father by a
point, leaving both speechless.

Bartlett Jr said: “l can't believe |
have won, beating dad. We were
both in shock when the results
arrived. | drove dad’s Cannon five
years ago but Dean’s Wasp is so
different and I'm really pleased to
have done the carjustice.”

Mal Allen led the trial going into the
last section in his Marlin which he
failed at the six dropping back to
third overall. Meanwhile ACTC
championship leader Paul Merson
finished in fourth tying with Pete Hart
who is regularly top Marlin driver.

Results

Organiser: Yorkshire Dales Classic Trial When: May
13 Where: Yorkshire Dales Starters: 32.

1 Kieran Bartlett (DO Wasp) 23 points; 2 Stuart
Bartlett (Cannon) 24 marks; 3 Mall Allen (Marlin); 4
Paul Merson (Shopland Special); 5 Pete Hart
(Marlin); 6 John Charles (Liege); 7 Sam Holmes
(VW Beetle); 8 Ray Ferguson (Liege); 9 Bill Bennett
(MG J2); Stewart Green (SG Grufalo).

Vauxhall BTCC cars to
Coventry MotoFest

The Power Maxed Racing British
Touring Car Vauxhall Astra will be one
of the star attractions at the Coventry
MotoFeston June2/3.

Power Maxed will back the event,
which will host competitive closed-road
motorsporton the city’s streets. A
section of theringroad will be used to
hold asprintevent.

Both Power Maxed Racing drivers
Josh Cook and Senna Proctor have won
racesin thisseason’s British Touring
Car Championship. Either Cook or
Proctor, or possibly both, willhandle the
two-litre turbocharged machine
through the streets.

James Noble, MotoFest Coventry
Festival director, said: “The support
from Power Maxed in recent years for
theevent has been phenomenal and the
appearance of the Power Maxed Racing
BTCC carsonthecircuitlast year with
both guest celebrity driver Paul

New category will begin with

maiden rauml at Sllverstnne 1

SGOTT SET T0 TACKLE FIRST
AMERICAS RX EVENT IN PEUGEOT

ByHalRidge

Albatec Racing team owner and
driver Andy Scottwillracein the
opening round of the new-for-2018
Americas Rallycross Championship
this weekend at Silverstone.

Scott, whomade hisfirstappearance of
the season in the third round of the British
Rallycross Championship at Croft
recently and qualified on pole position for
thefinal, will drive one of his Albatec
team’s Peugeot 208s in the event, while
team-mate Mark Higgins competesin the
World RX category.

Thenew ARX series will run over four
roundsin 2018, joining World RX events at
Silverstone, in Canada (August)and at
COTA inthe USA (September) withan
additional eventtobeheldinthe USA.

Scott, who previously raced a Scott-
Eklund Racing Saab93in GRC eventsin
2012, currently only has planstoracein

Photos: Hal Ridge, LAT

Silverstonein ARX.IMG [series
promoter] has pulled together an
incredible event with World RX, ARX, and
RX2plusthemusicfestival, and various
track demonstrations and displays,” he
said. “Tanner Foust and Scott Speed will
bein very competitive cars,and the
Subarudrivers equally so. It will be good
toraceagainstthem.”

Thefull entry listfor the ARX season-
opener was yettoberevealed
when MNwent to print on Monday, but
uptol0carsareexpected, with two
ARX qualifyingraces appearingin the
eventschedule.

Former champions of the now defunct
American-based Global Rallycross
Championship, Tanner Foust and Scott
Speed, are expected torace a pair of
Andretti Autosport-run Volkswagen
Beetle Supercars, while former WRC
drivers Chris Atkinson and Patrick
Sandell are expected to drive for the
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Andy Scott will race
his Albatec-run 208

the opening round of ARX.
“I'mvery excited aboutracingat

Vermont Sports Car-operated Subaru
Rally Team USA in the new series.

Four British champions headline the home entry for Silverstone World Rallycross

Four former MSA British champions;
Andrew Jordan, Mark Higgins, Ollie
O’Donovan and Nathan Heathcote lead
thelist of ‘home’ drivers competingin
the Silverstone World Rallycross
Championship event this weekend.
The 2013 BTCC champion Jordan will
race an MJP Racing Ford Fiesta as part
of athree-round programme, following
hismaiden appearance with the squad at
Lydden Hill 12 months ago where he

The Power MaxedVauxha]ls w111 again form part of street circuit festival

Hollywood and BTCCregular
championship driver Senna
Proctor, was one of the highlights of
our2017event.”

Entries for the competitive section
of theevent are still open but arefilling
upquickly.

Any interested competitors should
contact the chairman of the organising
committee, Chris Hall. Heisavailable at
chris@barc-midlands.co.uk.
Alternatively online entires can be
placed by visiting https://wp.me/
P7KKOZ-2Em.

made the semi-finals. The former World
RXpodium finisher tested with the
squad at Greinbachin Austrialast week,
with team-mate Toomas Heikkinen.
Three-time British Rally champion
Higginsleadsthe BRX standingsin his
firstrallycross campaign and won round
two at Lydden Hill. He will drive Albatec
Racing’s latest Peugeot 208, while former
British RX champion O’Donovan will
make hisfirstinternational start of the

Le Mans winner Wurz to
make Rallycross debut

Ex-Benetton and Williams Formula 1
driver Alex Wurz will make his World
Rallycross Championship debut at
Hellin Norway in a fortnight’s time.

He will drive a Ford Fiesta Supercar
for the MJP Racing Team Austria
outfitin a two-car effort alongside
team owner and driver Max Pucher.
Two-time Le Mans winner Wurz first
tested with the Austrian team
at former European Rallycross
circuit Greinbach inlate 2016 and
will now race the latest 2018-spec
Fiestain Norway.

“That car, with that power is really
impressive, very cooland I
understand why I could get very
hooked on this sport and this
driving,” Wurz said after his first test.

The Austrian driver has strong
rallycross roots, his father Franzisa
three-time European Rallycross
champion, having claimed titles in
1974,°76 and ’82.

Wurz Jr recently restored his

season having won round three of
British RX at Croft earlier this month.

Oliver Bennettisracingabrand-new
BMW Mini Cooper S in selected World
RX events and will make his third startat
Silverstone. Reigning British Rallycross
champion Heathcote will compete in the
RX2International Series category
hoping for better fortune than at round
onein Belgium where he rolled out of Q4
and didn’t make the semi-finals.

Wurz will race inWorld RX at Hell

father’s title-winning Lancia
Stratos, which ran at the Goodwood
Festival of Speed in 2016. “For me
this is even more exciting [than for
other drivers] because I grew up on
the rallycross tracks with my dad,”
he said after his 2016 test.

“It was my first time stepping into
arallycross car on arallycross
track. It was sensational, it’s like
going back to whereI grew up.”

Jaguar Formula E machine will tackle the Prescott Hillclimb this summer

Jaguar will run one of its Formula E
cars at Prescott Hillclimb in August
as part of the venue’s anniversary
celebrations.

Prescottis markingits 113th year
with a special meeting, and regular
racer Mitch Evans, whois fifth in the
Formula E points, will tackle the 0.64-
mile hill after the 2017/2018 season.

Evanssaid: “I am looking forward to
driving the Jaguar I-TYPE 2 up the

famous Shelsley Walsh hillclimb. We
have alot of hillclimbs back home in
New Zealand but this is the most
famous and historic. My all-electric
race car should be well suited to the
challenge and I'm intrigued to see
what my time will be. I1look forward to
seeing and meeting some UK fans.”
Antony Harper, the chairman
Midland Automobile Club, said: “To
have technologically advanced cars at

Shelsley is something we’re used to,
but thisis going to be something
unique and very special to see come to
thestartline evenin the 113-year
history of the hill. Hill climbing has
naturally had many innovative cars
racingin the sport but the Jaguar
Formula E car is something no one has
ever seen against the clock so there
will be a huge amount of interest
following Mitch up the hill.”

Mitch Evans will
run up the hill
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N SAYS...
Breathing a sigh of relief for Meeke

Citroen star tests FIA safety systems to the limit - but proves they are effective

There was general disbelief when the photos of Kris Meeke’s mangled Citroen World Rally Car emerged at the weekend, and images were
generally greeted with a sharp intake of breath and then an expletive.

And the next question was how? How could Meeke and co-drive Paul Nagle escape without serious injury? The answer is in the tireless work that is done
behind the scenes to make sure that the latest generation of World Rally Car are as robust as they can possibly be. And that is something that the Citroen crew
will be thanking their lucky stars for right now.

Itis the same in all levels of motorsport too and the governing bodies at global level and even national level never stop searching for the latest innovation to
keep competitors safe. It is an easy phrase to say that lessons will be learned and then forget about it but, in my experience, they always are. The sport will never
been 100 per cent secure for its participants, but unseen work by an unheralded few has already saved untold lives.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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Will Jones’s shot from the Plains Rally Trialling, captured by Duncan Stephens eil Ormston’s Jaguar photo from a sunny Castle Combe on Bank Holiday Monday
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TV GUIDE

Audi and Peugeot go head-to-
head in the 2008 instalment of
The Great History of the 24
Hours of Le Mans (Thursday,
0800-0945hrs).

The French marque proved
tobe much quickerin the dry
thanits Germanrival, but
wet weather in the second half
of the race meant either of
them could take the winin a
Le Mans thriller.

Twelve manufacturers did
battlein the Blancpain GT
Series Endurance Cup at
Silverstonelast weekend, and
you can catch arepeat of all the
action on Friday (0800-0930hrs).

The best bits from the WRC’s
Rally Portugal are also being
shown on Friday (2100-2200hrs),

Formula 2:
Monaco

M Race 1: Friday, 1025-
1156hrs, Sky Sports F1
M Race 2: Saturday,
1600-1700hrs, Sky
Sports F1

Formula
Renault
Eurocup:
Monaco

M Race 1: Saturday,
0845-0945hrs,

BT Sport 1

M Race 2: Sunday,
1015-1115hrs,

BT Sport 2 : 1530-2100hrs, i 1400-1430hrs

- BT Sport 1 : EFP1:Thursday, 0945-
Porsche . : 1155hrs MFP2: Thursday,
Supercup: : NASCAR: ' 1345-1550hrs
Monaco : Charlotte : MFP3:Saturday, 1045-

W Race: Sunday,
0915-1000khrs,
Eurosport 2/0925-

Tunein for round nine
of the2017/18 Formula E
season from Berlin in Germany
(Thursday, 1515-1615hrs, BT
Sport2), as Jean-Eric Vergne
closesin onamaiden titlein
the electric series.

Prepare for the 2018 edition of

NEXT WEEK

: Satowon Indy 500
1010hrs, Sky Sports F1

IndyCar:
: Indy 500
- WRace: Sunday,

: M Race: Sunday,
§ 2230-0300hrs,
: Premier Sports

Ec) motorsport.tv

Peugeot and Audi battle §

as Sebastien Ogier tries to
extend his championship lead
over Thierry Neuville and co.
Donington Park was the
scene of the opening round
for the LMP3 Cup (Saturday,
1600-1700hrs), where Nielsen
Racingreturned attempting
toretainitstitle.

: HDrivers’ press

: MRace: Sunday,

the Indy 500 this weekend

by watching the best bits from
qualifying to see who will start

on pole at the Brickyard
(Thursday, 2100-2200hrs,
BT Sport ESPN).
Andrelive the thrills and
spills from the British

: Vettel won at Monaco in2017 asFerraritook 1-2
Monaco Grand
: Prix Sky Sports

: F1 HD coverage

: conference: Wednesday,

: 1215hrs MQualifying:
: Saturday, 1200-1550hrs

And finally head Down Under
for round six of the Australian
Supercar Championship from
Winton (Sunday, 1030-1230hrs).

Scott McLaughlin still
leads the standings after his
incredible bracelast time
outat Perth, but Shane van
Gisbergen is hot on his heels.

! RACING

: SATURDAY
: WKirkistown, NIreland

: 500MRCI meeting: Saloon Enduro,
: Road Sports, Ford Fiesta Zetec,

: FF1600, Saloon/GT, Supercars

: Starts racing from 1300hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission adult £15 child free
Web kirkistown.com

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY

: HSnetterton, Norfolk

. British F3/GT meeting: GT,F3,

: GinettaG40,VW Cup, GRDC,

: MiniChallenge, Northern Saloons

: &Sportscars Starts Saturday, racing
: from 1410hrs (qualifying from

: 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from

¢ 0945hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission adult £25, under 13free
: Webmsv.com

Contact 0843 453 9000

: mBrandsHatch, Kent

: Masters Historic Festival: Historic
+ F1, Historic F2, Historic Sports,

: Gentleman Drivers, Endurance

: Legends, Pre'66 Touring Cars, Young
| ¢ Timers Starts Saturday, racing from

: 1425hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

¢ Sunday, racing from 1005hrs

¢ Admission adult £28, under 13free

I~ © Web msv.com

© 1230-1710hrs
: HHighlights: Sunday,
: 2030-2130hrs

: Channel 4 HD

: WFP1:Thursday, 0955-

: 1145hrs MFP2: Thursday,
: 1355-1600hrs

- MFP3:Saturday, 1055-

: 1225hrs M Qualifying:

: Saturday, 1255-1545hrs

: HMRace: Sunday,

¢ 1300-1730hrs

Touring Car Championship
asthe series visits the ultra-fast
and flowing Thruxton Circuit
(Saturday, 0800-0930hrs, ITV4).

Canreigning champion Ash

Sutton finally win in 2018,
and can championship leader
Tom Ingram extend his buffer?

F1 MONACO GP1.:111/1/4

WHO WILL TAME THE STREETS

OF THE PIIINIJIPALI IY?

: Contact 08434539000

: ECroft, NYorks

1 750MC meeting: BMW 330,

: BMW Car Club, Formula Vee,

¢ Locost,RGB Sports 1000,

: Roadsports, Hot Hatch, 5Club MX-5,
: M3 Cup Starts Saturday, racing

: fromtba (qualifying from 0930hrs)

* Sunday, racing from tba (qualifying

¢ from 1200hrs) Admission adult
£15,under 15free

: Web croftcircuit.co.uk

: Contact01325721815

: mAnglesey, NWales

: BARC meeting:MaX5,CNC

: Sports/Saloons, Legends, Scottish

* Minis, Scottish Fiestaand Hot Hatch/
: Scottish BMW, Scottish Legends

¢ Starts Saturday, racing from 1245hrs
: (qualifying from 1000hrs) Sunday,

TV GUIDE

: Admission Adult£15 under 16 free
. Web angleseycircuit.com
: Contact01407811400

: MONDAY

: mMalloryPark, Leics

: BARC meeting: Hyundai Coupe,

* Pre’66 Touring Cars, Pre'83 Group 1
¢ Touring Cars, Pre 93 Touring Cars,

: Pre’'03 Touring Cars, Pre '05 Touring

racing from 0940hrs (qualifying
from 0900hrs)
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| GTS5 Challenge backinaction '

! Cars, Blue Oval Saloons, Classic

: and Historic Thunder Saloons

i Startsracing from 1200hrs
(qualifying from 0930hrs)

: Admission adult£13, under 13free
. Web mallorypark.co.uk

: Contact01455502214

{ HCastle Combe,Wilts

: CCRC meeting: FF1600, Caterham
: Graduates, GT, Saloons, Hot Hatches :
: Starts racing from 1230hrs :
: (qualifying from 0830hrs)

: Admission adult £15, under 17 free
i Web castlecombecircuit.co.uk

! Contact01249782417

RALLY

: SATURDAY

: @Down Ampney Rirfield,
: Cirencester

: RedDragon IT Stages

¢ Starts 0900hrs

¢ Admission TBC

! Web emcos.co.uk

: SUNDAY

i mCavan, County Cavan
: Cavan Stages Rally

! Starts 1003hrs

: Admissionsfree

: Web cavanmotorclub.com

: SPORTING SCENE

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY
. HGurston Down,Wilts

: Starts 0800hrs both days

* Admission TBC

i Web britishhillclimb.co.uk

: MIONDAY

i mIpswich, Suffolk

: National HotRod

. Starts 1400hrs

: Admissionadults£16

¢ Web nationalhotrod.com

! mBelleVue,Lanc

: BriSCAF1

: Starts 1600hrs

: Admission adults £18, Child£7
¢ Web brisca.com

. Listing correctattime of press, but
i please check before travelling

OUT WEDNESDAY, MAY 30
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Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday
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Ihnery Claly

Motorsport News Classified Brand New Private Seller Rates If you wish to advertise in the Address for advertising Important If you are a trade advertiser this must be
offers a fantastic opportunity to Lineage: Motorsport News Classified please The publishers reserve the right to refuse ;i":stzdr;:n){::;; ?}::tntf:m::;r:\: Vs:;?;rjfo,
advertise to a uniquely motorsport 25 words = £?5 (£30 inc vat) . call 0203 4058 110 ox zlci\,rieglszryﬁer?r:fe?gi:grz.c)t acceptlebilyfor complying with legal requi:’ements zurrently in
based audience. AdvertiSing with 28 words + Picture = £33 (£42inc vat) email mnads@m"torsport-com Motorsport News Advertising Terms for approved accounts strictly net within force. X .
us puts your advert right in front Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat) Deadline: Mondays at 12noon 1 Eton Street, 30 days. The advertisers name and address fSix Wee'l‘lst!“’“‘;e P”°;t° jssue dattel;ﬁ?/“"sdl
of a very hands on and involved Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert (subject to change on Bank Holiday Richmond, ;‘l:‘;‘ica;ﬁ;m;a:gf" advertisements, whether for 8 kan on t?ev:h:::}:nbindin;r ‘
motorsport market. £50 (£60 inc vat) . Weeks) TW9 1AG Any advertisement received too late for publication
£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat) Payment: Cheques and postal and any advertisement received too late for Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Private seller Offer orders should be made payable to inclusion in the current issue will automatically be ~ 1erms of acceptance of advertising are available

25% off when you book for 4 weeks Autosport Media UK Ltd inserted in the next available issue. on request.

AND ACCESSORIES
www.kaylan.co.uk

Full range of engine components for:

— - LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM| | ¥ =V el = R 3N o 7= T W T mul — et
. LOTUS 900-SERIES
gy VAUXHALL XE The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES Follow Us Like Us
Call or b uy o nline! twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonAaceExhausts

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK sugnIySs 539992 Simpson Exhausts
01509 412 317 .

V L FABRICAGEE==E PERSPEX WINDOWS

rouLcace oesion an manuracrune | | PErspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or

Tobisar Stool Banding & Fabrication clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,
Floll Cages with over 20 years Experience full thermo-forming service now available.
» Pruteetion for Tradiy Armd, Geavbon, Suer bumty, Tor Lk, Dffrrewsial ? o Bt e Your Safety Is our Priority
s Bmguiogs + S 2 o G » B Mok P, ol Gt Service ok i T N Aok X >>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT <<<<<

Historic to Current Day

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS

For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg 20 Layton Pa!’k Close\ Ha\'\-’don. Leeds- LS19 EPJ

= faetegmaicon T J] T€1: O113 250 9852

T: +44 (0)1274 590824

@ www.proalloy.co.uk S— 01440 710266 @ ]
sales@proalloy.co.uk ) Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way V h I
. (oo =l \/chicle [ - \
CO.UK

. . comprehensive range of :
W| FiNn wiring products for repair, [Allomheelrepa'rs'coml

modification or complete + Repairs to aluminium and magnesium

P rOd u CtS rewire to your vehicle wheels and Céstings-

+Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead
blasted and powder coated.

- Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset
altered.

( Chevette )

- Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

« HSR bodly kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

Tweet Us facebook.com/
Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from . - - @ProAlloy proalloy.motorsport
drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce e S
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more. WWW.proalloy.co. uk

- 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, Y023 2RA

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk [Nikenihaiats
motorsport compounds Tel: 0115 9305454 | emaiI:Eales@vehicleproducts.co.uk
r:rh@#nrh

A A Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

Hawk and Carbotech

\PERFORMANCE BRAKES ... www.cambridgemotorsport.com

Combridoe L L el | TO ADVERTISEYOUR NEW PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
IN OUR NEXT ISSUE CALL

‘Motorsport Parts ¢ 0203 4058 109
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MARI{ETPLACE

. B e - =TT

Cor tﬂi‘-"apﬂrt THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

WE CAN MANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SHAPE

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm x LBﬂOmm]

ERR9109 - - % £159.99% SR
PROJECT (PROJECT | ' PROJECT | | .|
- e,

_CMB-FT014
; CUSTOM

: INLET, MM QUTLET
xm SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED)]

mm. TANK ALUMINIUM 18 GAL| Lot
[H300mm x W300mm
X LﬂOOrnm]

£209.99

|
"N, ..ﬁ

CMB-FTO015
CuUsSTOM
INLET, 6mm OUTLET

€=y MARDI GRAS
/7 77 MOTORSPORT

POLICIES FOR

v COMPETITION CARS
v RALLY & RACE CARS
v SERVICE VEHICLES

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

——— ‘ Lielne:
@CELOGIC --0-ong-gT i kielne.

=R VARLEY RED TOP™
VARLEY RE

TO ADVERTISE YOUR NEW PRODUCTS AND
SERVICES IN OUR NEXT ISSUE CALL

CALL FOR MORE INFO 2A BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk 0 2 0 3 4 0 5 8 1 0 9

01327 858 006 DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk
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@ T1 Automotive

High Performance UK

5 EAR FUEL BUMD

(270 LTR/HR @ 3 BAR) W

-
M@TEIF"ISF‘@F%T

‘IN TANK PUMP!

IEI#EL

v, www.glencoeltd.co.uk Tel: +44 (0)1784 493 555

DRIGINAL EQUIPMENT ON DODG

GLENCOE ...

T Uk distributor

Original equipment on:

- BUGATTI VEYRON

- KONEIGSEGG ONE
- DODGE VIPER

- DODGE HELLCAT(S)

? £99.78

mv
_ ELchAT 700+ BHP ON YOU TUBE
? LR\
Pt.No. GST450)(RUME ONLY)
GSTA50KE (PUMP I(IT)
Prlces ‘Exclude’ Vat: @ 20%

SPORTSIEAR CLUB

The Classic Sports Gar Club organises friendly
club racing with an emphasis on great value for
money and high driving standards. We race at the
best circuits in the UK and abroad, with simple
regulations and class structures.

Highlights for 2018:

MOTORSPORT

FOR CARS OF ALL AGES

New Bike-engined group in Gold Arts
Magnificent Sevens.

Multiple races at Spa Francorchamps
including the Spa 3 Hours race.

Open Series races at Magny-Cours, France.

New forced induction race series Motorsports
School Turbo Tin Tops, for Supercharged and

www.classicsportscarclub.co.uk

Turbocharged front wheel drive cars.

-
SR e M‘if‘i'ﬁﬁ

SERIES The Motorsports School

Classic Sports Car Club
Tel: 01225 810655
Email: info@classicsportscarclub.co.uk
f Classic Sports Car Club B @CSCCRacing
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MARKETPLACE

LUXURY MOTORHOMES
’!_ SALES S BROKERAGE

= Y

VISIBLY LOUD
2014 KETTERER CONTINENTAL “HIGH END” LUXURY MOTORHOME - STUNNING & IMMACULATE
18.000 KM -12.00 METER - 2 SLIDEOUTS - CAR CARRYING CAPABILITY

PRICE AND ADDITIDNAL INFORMATION UPON APPLICATION
FULL SIZE IMAGES ¥ | EBOOK.COM/LUXURYMOTORHOMES

ARTICULATED DREAM - GENERATION II
BESPOKE MANUFACTURED LUXURY MOTORHOME

CUSTOM BUILT CHASSIS = TAILORED DESIGN & FLOORPLANS
2, 3 or 4 SLIDEOUTS +« FINISHING TO THE HIGHEST OF
STANDARDS » FINEST FIXTURES & FITTINGS - PRIVACY GLASS
GAGGENAU KITCHEN APPLIANCES WALK IN WAFIDF!DBES
IMAGES & INTERIORS 'f ' {UF -

HAVE A MOTORHOME? WE PROVIDE TAILORED MOTORHOME MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS TO RACING DRIVERS.

S S VISIBLY LOUD

PIERS DONNELLY !
TEL: +a44 3333 44 55 15 WWW.LUXURY-MOTORHOMES.EU-SALES@LUXURY-MOTORHOMES.EU

F < B
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THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

If you would like to advertise
your products or

sexrvices here please email

OTORHOME FOR SALE
Mercedes Atego 1024 RS Motorhome sleeps
Ben.kavanagh@ ; ) 8, very high spec with electric slide out, roof
- ! J % access, satellite, DVD system, generator,
mOtOISpOIt COIM . , reversing camera, LPG heating, separate toilet/

shower, oven, microwave, fridge and separate

freezer, full size awning, rear workshop, toolbox
and rear access, low mileage 60,000 km, MOT

0203 405 8109 . - . | January 2018, automatic, air suspension, FSH,

tow bar, fresh water tanks, BBQ.

£82,250 + VAT
For more info:

01252 844688 or 07831 828248

AR S,

TRAILER CENTRE S

Fieldfare Trailer Centre, Salisbury.

With over 15 years of experience in dealing with
trailers, we know a thing or two about them.

Our expert and professional advice will help you
find the right trailer for your requirements.

People come from all over the country to see our
extensive range for a number of different uses.

* Sales * Trailer Hire * Servicing
* Repairs * Parts
Selection of used Brian James Trailers for sale

A-Max, 5.0m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1800 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1850 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £2000 + vat

TT Tiltbed, 5.0m x 2.02m, 3.5t GVW, £2500 + vat
Covered A-Max, 4.24m x 1.94m x 1.52m high,
2.0t GVW, £3,495 no vat.

Sold to Competitors by Competitors !

Tel: 01980 611853 info@fieldfaretrailers.co.uk www.fieldfaretrailers.co.uk
The Trailer Warehouse, Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 6DR. N, A




Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109 motorsport-news.co.uk MAY 23 2018 31

TRANSPORTERS

L o g

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

T

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
SO21 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS
WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND
Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS

Main Road

Sutterton
Boston
Lincs

PE20 2BE

T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110

Mob: 07836 224250

E: steve@sltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND

MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT

T: 0044(0)2885549851

www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ¢ Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPS)
and many more...
01527908676 | www.phoe

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!
GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
jput together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

05 Mo

For more infi email: ] com

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

(€ 9:4:4:10).4 4

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

www.mcrracecars.co.u

" phane, 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

@, MARDIGRAS

i\ W MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACEWEAR

e eviear

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

N | . " o *2

RACE&RALLY
PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT —

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

eEmbroidery %
rint
©Quick Turnaround

®Min Order Only 4
o No Logo Set Up Fees

www.logomeup.co.u 73

1o

 Performance Tuning Specialists
© 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
 Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
2 Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

(€ 9:9:3:10).4 4

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

RACE & RALLY PARTS

ales@part-box.com

[=] %=1
P

Performance and Tuning Parts

1) wreLmne [HK[S cusco .

RACE & RALLY PARTS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥? Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimgy e Wigh Tife
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

WHEELS & TYRES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

: 01782280136 F:01782268913
E: sales[@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Transmissions

sisit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh

Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

Pt 3 3
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Sunita Davies
Production Manager
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8134

E: sunita.davies@motorsport.com







