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HONORABLE JOHANNA BENDER 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF KING 
 

IN RE:  The Petition for Recall of 
Bellevue City Councilmember Jennifer 
Robertson 
 

 
No. 21-2-02038-7 SEA 
 
DECLARATION OF JENNIFER 
ROBERTSON 

 
I, Jennifer Robertson, declare as follows: 

1. I am a Bellevue City Councilmember and the subject of the instant recall petition.  

I am over the age of eighteen, competent to make this declaration, and have personal knowledge 

of the facts stated herein. 

My Official and Personal Capacities 

2. In my political life, I am a Bellevue City Councilmember, which is a nonpartisan 

position.  I was first elected to the City Council in 2009 and re-elected in 2011, 2015, and 2019.  

My fellow Councilmembers also elected me Deputy Mayor for 2012-14.  During my time on the 

Council, I have led efforts to expand light rail, fund public projects and safety services, and 

increase funding for human services and affordable housing, while also promoting efficiency and 

cost-effectiveness to get the most out of public resources while keeping taxes low.   

3. In my personal life, I am a mother of three children, a wife, a municipal attorney 

for a number of Washington municipalities, and from time to time an electoral candidate.  I take 

great personal interest in Washington State and King County public policy issues, community 
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events and life in Bellevue, aesthetics, and connecting positively with others.  I also enjoy 

outdoor activities such as skiing, and am actively engaged in community service and mentorship, 

including long serving as a local Girl Scout Leader. 

How Twitter Works 

4. This case is about my use of Twitter.  Twitter is a social media platform that 

allows anyone to create an account and post short messages of 140 characters each (and in some 

cases, a link to another tweet or webpage at the end), called “tweets.”  Each account has a home 

page with a description and a published “timeline” of that user’s tweets, starting with the most 

recent.  For each tweet that a user posts, other users who have chosen to “follow” the poster or 

who are “mentioned” (by their Twitter account) in the tweet will be notified.  Once a tweet has 

been posted, other users can “reply,” which notifies the original poster (along with followers of 

the replying user) and creates a “thread” of connected tweets.  A user can also “retweet” 

someone else’s tweet, which is then posted on the user’s own timeline with a link to the 

underlying tweet.  For reference, a true and correct copy of Twitter’s explanation of these 

different types of messages is attached as Exhibit A.  

5. Twitter also includes tools to manage one’s own interactions with other accounts.  

One such tool is the “block” feature, which prevents someone from following you, replying to 

your tweets, sending you direct messages, or viewing your timeline.  The timeline remains 

viewable to other users, and the blocked user remains free to tweet on their own timeline and to 

reply to and otherwise interact with other users.  A blocked user can view an account they have 

been blocked from, so long as it is a public account, by viewing Twitter when not signed into 

their own account.  For reference, a true and correct copy of Twitter’s explanation of blocking is 

attached as Exhibit B. 
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My Twitter Account 

6. I have a personal account on Twitter, “@JenSRobertson,” which is the only 

Twitter account that I own or use.  I created the account in September 2015, toward the end of an 

election year.  My primary purpose for the account was and always has been as a personal form 

of online communication, to post about my individual thoughts and interests and to engage in a 

modest degree of dialogue with others on the same subjects from time to time.  During election 

years I have also occasionally tweeted messages promoting my campaign, but this has never 

been a primary use.  The account has never been designated, used, or intended as an official 

account for the City of Bellevue or as an extension of my Office as Councilmember.   

7. Not only is my Twitter account not an official account, but I have actively 

maintained the account as a personal one and avoided any appearance that it is a governmental 

account or an extension of my office.  As seen in the following screenshot, the account 

description on the home page lists my role as Councilmember only as the last of my positions, 

expressly states it is a “Personal account NOT official city account,” includes a personal photo 

that I own, and links only to my campaign website and not to the City’s website or my website as 

Councilmember: 
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8. My use of the account since I created it has reflected its personal nature.  I am the 

only person who ever accesses or manages the account, and only with my personal devices.  I 

use the account predominantly to tweet about my general interests or observations and, to a 

lesser extent, general news or events related to the Bellevue community.  A true and correct copy 

of my account timeline spanning November 11, 2020 to December 5, 2020 (the period leading 

up to my blocking of Petitioner Dorsett at issue in this case), is attached as Exhibit C.  This is a 

representative sample of how I have used my account since I created it.  (Note that a couple of 

my tweets from this period are not on the printout because they are embedded in a conversation 

thread.)  As in the following examples, my tweets are mostly about photos I find striking, 

celebrating the holidays, retweeting articles about Washington State and King County policies, 

and sharing everyday discoveries such as a useful shortcut button for Microsoft Teams meetings:         
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9. During election years, I have also sporadically posted campaign-related messages 

on the account.  These messages have been mostly expressions of gratitude or informational 

announcements, related to campaign activities or my candidacy in general.  The following is a 

representative example from shortly before my election in 2019: 

 

Notwithstanding the occasional campaign-related tweet, even during election years my Twitter 

postings have remained predominantly about my personal interests, not about my campaign.     

10. Given my regular candidacy and ongoing involvement with the City Council, 

some of my postings have occasionally referenced the City Council’s business or actions, or 

issues the Council is facing.  But these postings are sporadic, only provide general information or 

reference, and include no indication they are official acts or statements.  This is a representative 

example: 
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11. In managing my account over time, I have also taken action to ensure that my 

interactions with other users remain civil, including by blocking other users when necessary.  I 

have blocked my account from other users on only a handful of occasions, due to conduct I 

found inappropriate.  In particular, I have blocked persons who used profanities; who incessantly 

posted repetitive and off-topic messages directed at me; and in one instance who posted 

pornographic material.  These blocks were not based on the views these persons expressed but 

rather the improper manner in which they expressed them.  In at least one of these instances, the 

person I blocked seemed to be expressing views that I agreed with, but that was not the point.     

12. In addition, I generally do not block people who disagree with me, so long as they 

are civil.  For example, one of my followers disagrees with my perspectives frequently, including 

criticizing my viewpoint in his own account, but I have never blocked him.  

13. The Bellevue City Attorney’s Office has confirmed that my Twitter account is a 

personal one not subject to First Amendment scrutiny and that I am within my legal rights to 

block other users from the account.  One of the persons I previously blocked—before the events 

giving rise to this case—was the Petitioner himself, Christian Dorsett.  At that time, Mr. Dorsett 

complained to the City Attorney’s Office about his account @BPDMisconduct being blocked 

from my account.  Attached as Exhibit D is an email that the City Attorney’s Office sent to Mr. 
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Dorsett and me on November 9, 2018, explaining that my Twitter account is personal and 

concluding that the First Amendment does not limit my ability to block other users from the 

account.  I have continued to manage the account based in part on this analysis from the City 

Attorney’s Office.  My use of the account has not changed since that time. 

14. In sum, my Twitter account has always been and continues to be a personal one.  I 

am the only one who manages the account, have made clear it is personal, and use it consistent 

with that designation.  I use it predominantly to tweet about personal interests and observations, 

and to a limited extent to post campaign-related messages; only rarely do I post about issues 

directly related to my work as a Councilmember, and even then, I do not suggest the messaging 

is official government conduct or that the account is an extension of my public office.   

Christian Dorsett’s Burdensome Communications Directed at Me 

15. In 2018, I blocked Mr. Dorsett’s account at that time, called “@BPDMisconduct,” 

for behavior similar to that described below that I considered uncivil and aggressive.  In July of 

2020, Mr. Dorsett began interacting with my account again, this time from a different account 

called “@Chris425WA.”  I recently checked the status of Mr. Dorsett’s prior account and 

discovered it was suspended for violating Twitter’s rules, as reflected in the current account page 

attached as Exhibit E.     

16. From July 27 to November 10, 2020, Mr. Dorsett used his new account to post 

dozens of messages either mentioning my account or as replies to my tweets.  The volume of 

these communications was far beyond anything else I have experienced on Twitter.  In some 

instances, Mr. Dorsett repeatedly tweeted the same message mentioning my account.  Other 

times, he would mention me repeatedly in a string of tweets or replies posted in succession.  This 

was all disruptive to me, especially given that I received notifications of each message.  Further, 
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I considered the vast majority of his replies to my tweets to be off-topic and repetitive.  No 

matter the surrounding context, it seemed that most of his posts criticized Bellevue’s Police 

Chief, referenced Mr. Dorsett’s blogs on that and other subjects, and tried to associate me with 

Donald Trump, racism, and white supremacy.  These are but a few examples:   
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17. From November 11 to December 5, 2020, Mr. Dorsett’s Twitter activity directed 

at my account increased to even higher levels.  As noted above, my Twitter timeline covering 

this period is attached as Exhibit C, including tweets, retweets, and replies.  The timeline does 

not include a couple of my replies embedded in a conversation thread, nor does it show the 

replies of other users to my messages.  Attached as Exhibit F is a true and correct copy of the 

replies to these messages that Mr. Dorsett tweeted in response.  This does not include Mr. 

Dorsett’s original tweets posted during this period.  A comparison of these two exhibits shows 

that Mr. Dorsett replied to most of my messages, whatever the content, and consistently did so 

with what I considered to be an off-topic diatribe that consistently included some combination of 

an attack against me, criticism of Bellevue’s Police Chief, reference to Donald Trump, and a link 

to his own blog.   

18. On November 11, for example, I tweeted a message thanking our military 

veterans for their service in honor of Veterans Day, including my own father and brother.  In 

response, Mr. Dorsett replied with multiple messages accusing me of disrespecting veterans “by 

protecting bad cops,” repeatedly saying that I “like Trump,” and providing a link to his own blog 

about wanting to have Bellevue’s Police Chief fired.  These replies can be reviewed at pages 1-2 

of Exhibit F. 
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19. Also on November 11—before the events Mr. Dorsett has identified as the basis 

for his recall petition occurred—Mr. Dorsett stated his intent to file a recall petition against me:  

“[A]pparently Jen would have to . . . feel entitled to protect white supremacy with whatever it 

takes.  I’m going to make recall petitions for her and other public officials involved in this farce 

of a city government, and will change state law if needed.”  This tweet can be reviewed at page 4 

of Exhibit F. 

My Subsequent Characterization of Mr. Dorsett’s Tweet as “Trolling” 

20. As explained above, I perceived Mr. Dorsett to be constantly replying to my 

tweets with off-topic, repetitive, aggressive messages and mentioning my account in his own 

similar tweets.  As a general matter, I simply ignored these communications and did not respond. 

21. On one occasion, however, another Twitter user responded to one of Mr. 

Dorsett’s messages that asserted that a fellow Councilmember and I were “Trump supporters,” 

and the other user appeared to believe that assertion, so I replied.  My reply clarified that no 

Bellevue City Councilmembers supported Trump and expressed to the other user that she had 

“bit on a twitter troll,” and then sarcastically directed Mr. Dorsett to “keep on trolling.”  A copy 

of this string (without the third party’s tweet, which has since been deleted from Twitter) can be 

reviewed at page 5 of Exhibit F. 

22. I understand “trolling” to be a subjective, malleable term that someone can use to 

describe online messaging that tends to be misleading, harassing, or otherwise burdensome.  In 

my opinion, Mr. Dorsett’s tweet in this instance asserting that I was a “Trump supporter” 

qualified as trolling.  The assertion was made in response to a tweet from another user about a 

different city council (Seattle), so I believe it was off topic.  I also believe it was false, given that 

I had not supported former President Trump; I value my role as a nonpartisan official and 
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actively stay out of federal partisan politics in favor of pursuing balanced solutions to local 

policy issues.  In my opinion the tweet was also inflammatory, because it was made at a time of 

great political sensitivity about former President Trump in the aftermath of the 2020 presidential 

election.   

23. The tweet at issue was also part of a broader pattern of what I considered to be 

off-topic, repetitive, and antagonistic tweets Mr. Dorsett had been directing at my account as 

discussed above and reflected in Exhibit F.  It is my opinion that this broader pattern of conduct 

also qualifies as “trolling.”  

24. In reaction to my lone reply to his voluminous and repetitive tweeting, Mr. 

Dorsett accused me of defaming him and submitted a damage claim to the City, which the City 

denied.  As reflected in Exhibit F, Mr. Dorsett proceeded to include this defamation issue as one 

of the topics he covered in his replies to my tweets (in addition to the Police Chief, Donald 

Trump, and white supremacy), repeatedly claiming I defamed him and that he intended to file a 

lawsuit against me for damages.   

My Blocking of Mr. Dorsett from My Twitter Account in December 2020 

25. Mr. Dorsett’s pattern of behavior, which I considered to be vexatious, continued 

until December 5, 2020.  A few days prior, I had tweeted about the pandemic causing a rise in 

unemployment for women and thus setting back progress on gender equality, linking to an 

opinion article by Melinda Gates on the subject.  On December 5, Mr. Dorsett replied with a 

tweet I read as having nothing to do with the pandemic, unemployment, or gender equality, but 

instead complaining once again about my allegedly “false & defamatory statement” against him.  

A copy of this exchange can be reviewed at page 19 of Exhibit F.     
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I am and at all times hereinafter mentioned was a citizen of the United States, a resident 

of the State of Washington, over the age of 21 years and not a party to this action.  On the 19th 

day of February, 2021, I caused to be served a true copy of the foregoing document upon: 

Janine Joly 
Jennifer Atchison 
King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 
Janine.Joly@kingcounty.gov 
Jennifer.Atchison@kingcounty.gov 

Christian Dorsett 
15404 SE 4th Street
Bellevue, WA 98007
christian.dorsett@comcast.net 

  via facsimile 
  via overnight courier 
  via first-class U.S. mail       
  via email Service Agreement 
  via electronic court filing     
  via hand delivery 

  via facsimile 
  via overnight courier 
  via first-class U.S. mail      
  via email Service Agreement 
  via electronic court filing    
  via hand delivery 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

DATED this 19th day of February, 2021. 

Dawn M. Taylor 
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About different types of Tweets

General Tweets

Definition: A message posted to Twitter containing text, photos, a GIF, and/or video. 

Where it appears for the sender: On the sender's profile page and Home timeline.

Where it appears for the recipient: In the Home timeline of anyone who is following the sender.

Mentions

Definition: A Tweet containing another account’s Twitter username, preceded by the "@" symbol. For
example: “Hello @TwitterSupport!”

Where it appears for the sender: On the sender's profile page of public Tweets.

Where it appears for the recipient: In the recipient's Notifications tabs, which is accessible only by
them. Additionally, mentions will appear in the recipient's Home timeline view (not on their profile) if
they are following the sender.

Who else sees it? Anyone on Twitter who is following the sender of a mention will see the Tweet in
their Home timeline.

Places it will never appear: On anyone's profile page, unless they wrote the message.

Note: When you post a Tweet beginning with a username, only people who follow both you and the account
you are mentioning will see the the Tweet in their Home timeline. If you’d like all of your followers to see the
Tweet, the best way is to Retweet or Quote Tweet. 

Replies

 Definition: A reply is when you respond to another person's Tweet.

 Where it appears for the sender: On the sender's profile page.

 Where it appears for the recipient: In the recipient's Notifications tab. Like mentions, replies will
also appear in the recipient's Home timeline if they are following the sender.

 Who else sees it? Anyone following the sender and the recipient of a reply will see it in their Home
timeline.

 Places it will never appear: On anyone's profile page, unless they sent the reply.

 Help Center
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Additional types of Tweets

About Retweets 
You'll find Retweets in your timeline, your profile, and other profile pages on Twitter. Learn more about where
Retweets (https://help.twitter.com/en/using-twitter/retweet-faqs) (and your Tweets that have been Retweeted
by others) appear on Twitter.

About Retweets with comment 
The Quote Tweet (https://help.twitter.com/en/using-twitter/how-to-retweet) feature allows you to Tweet
another person's Tweet with your own comment added.

About replies sent from accounts with protected Tweets 
By protecting your Tweets (making them private), you're telling us that you don't want anyone to see any of
your Tweets unless you've accepted their follow request. If your Tweets are protected and you send a reply or
mention, only those you've approved to view your Tweets will ever be able to see them. If you want to send
Tweets such as mentions or replies to people who are not following you, unprotect your Tweets to make them
public.

Where replies between other people appear 
If you're not the sender or recipient of a reply, you may still see a reply to someone else in your timeline.

You will see replies in your Home timeline if you are following both the sender and the recipient of the reply,
or if we think the reply is relevant to you. Otherwise, you won't see the reply unless you visit the sender's
profile page.

If you send a reply to someone, it does not show on their profile page. Only replies that person has sent will
show on their profile.

What are Promoted Tweets? 
Learn about Twitter's Promoted Tweets
(https://help.twitter.comhttps://business.twitter.com/en/help/overview/what-are-promoted-tweets.html).

Was this article helpful?

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If you block an account and they choose to report your account, any of your Tweets that directly
mention them will be available for them to view and attach during the reporting process.

You will not receive notifications from accounts you block, or accounts that you do not follow who
mention you in conversations started by accounts that you block. You will, however, see notifications
from accounts you follow when they mention you in a conversation started by an account you block. If
you’d like to view all of your mentions, you can do so by searching (https://help.twitter.com/en/using-
twitter/twitter-search) your username.

 

Important: Blocking only works if the account you’ve blocked is logged in on Twitter. For example, if
the account you’ve blocked isn't logged in or is accessing Twitter content via a third party, they may
be able to see your public Tweets. Please keep this in mind when you choose to share content on
Twitter. 

Blocked accounts cannot:

Follow you

View your Tweets when logged in on Twitter (unless they report you, and your Tweets mention them)

Find your Tweets in search when logged in on Twitter

Send Direct Messages to you

View your following or followers lists, likes or lists when logged in on Twitter

View a Moment you’ve created when logged in on Twitter

Add your Twitter account to their lists

Tag you in a photo

Tweets from blocked accounts will not appear in your timeline. However, please note that you may see
Tweets or notifications in your timeline for the following:

1. Tweets from others you follow that mention accounts you have blocked. 

2. Tweets that mention you, along with an account you have blocked.

View instructions for:

How to block a Twitter account
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How do I know if I have blocked someone?

When you visit the profile of an account you have blocked, the Follow button will be replaced by a Blocked
button.

The Tweets of an account you have blocked are hidden when you visit their profile. However, you can see the
Tweets from that account by clicking the Yes, view profile button.

To unblock a Twitter account:

1. Visit the blocked account's profile on Twitter.

2. Click or tap the Blocked button. 

3. Confirm you wish to unblock the account by selecting Unblock on Twitter for iOS, and Yes on Twitter
for Android.

More resources

Sometimes you may find that blocking other accounts isn’t the right solution—it either goes too far or
doesn’t go far enough toward changing your Twitter experience. Find a complete list of other actions you can
take to improve your Twitter experience (https://help.twitter.com/en/safety-and-security/control-your-twitter-
experience).

Additionally, explore our articles about staying safe and in control of your Twitter experience
(https://help.twitter.comhttps://help.twitter.com/safety-and-security/), as well as our trusted resources
(https://help.twitter.comhttps://about.twitter.com/en us/safety/safety-partners.html) article for a list of
partners we work with to keep users safe across the world.

Was this article helpful?
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EXHIBIT D 
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