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NO PRIVACY
IN CITY LIFE.

What Modern Hethods
are Bringing Us To,
Officials are Kept Well
Informed.

Things a Man Belicves Lecked
in: Secrecy of His Own
Breast_Put on Record.

[Chicago Tribune:] Is It posotble to
be o private citizen in Chicago?
+ The general impresalon Is that it fs.
‘The opinion of experts Is that {t Is not,
and then the Investigation that 1s
inecessary to determine upon which
ielde les truth further confuses the
raubject.
© The first thing that is done fa to
define the ferm. It has been agreed
that thero 18 a distinction between a
!prominenr. citizen and a private citi-
‘zn-n. The resident who rises Into the
of the public eye by reason of
'his " ealth or busthess or phiianthrony
or interest in politics has to In o meas-
ure turn over his life to the public.
{8o much 18 sald 2nd printed about him
{that he becomes in a sense public prop-
erty., Public officlals expect this and
L ar offended when  thelr
{1ikings and friendsnips and. chmicies
igre exploited. Those prominent citi-
,zens who expect the invasion of thelr
privacy are not to be considered
@s applicants for enrollment in the
Tanks of private clitizenship. In that
‘clnss must be included the men who
jdo not hold office, who do not seck
‘office, Who are not so rich that they
|cannot bo sgnored, and who are not
lengaged In occupations that bring

:’.
g

‘them consplcuously into view. They
are the so-called private citizens. They

re the men who are appealed to by
campalgn orator and the reformer

words to that effect.
6 the unknown.
I""At least, that is the theory. ' They
fexe kmown to have a home and a busi-
ness. They may belong to a church
jor o club or they may not, but lhey
ere regorded as men whose
concerns are known to no one ex
hemanives and thete tamiltes. 12 this

In.a word, they

That is the way it looks from a dis-
imnce. When the subject IS more
Iclosely appronched 1t is seen that t
jyeil of privacy s thin, and that e
{the men n any othiers have
ithe Tlgt or ake e Delviioge of look.
{ing through the

Fho inspectlon begins at the birth
[of the man who is called tne private
cltizen. The physlclans of
jare called upon by the city henlth de-
partment to make a list of all births,
and In this lst Lll(! n:une of the pri-
vate citizen first a 'S,

o 19 o private dmcu S0 far as of-

g

‘Acialism 8 <0 then untll he
gets ready "5 schioo, Then the
of ducatlon takes him In hand

Bonrd
in

person of the teacher in
Shose chree his rer years of schaol
life are given demands that he answer
{certain jons or that those ques-

ons be answered for him, ques-
erned mostly with state

w i
m school, he has o return
certificnte setting forth the fact
‘o is suflerins I ‘om no contaglous i
ent, Thon mining physiclung
e work uhder S i ont o

Compulsory Lducation Bouine come to
jthe private o ‘s school ever so
ofien, and someiimes they 100k at s
ongus and in other ways erce the
“vell of privacy to sce whether he has
been careloss cnough 1o contrit croup
or anytl hat nm

the num] HnA sits hi
Stk trough schipol 411 ¥

He sht, and
about that (ime the man \who e
“ing 1o a position or a job,

B 'hlle»u' he (‘hno" (u cnll it, appears,
‘He has many qu o usk. They
Gomoatn the private diows habits. T8
the positlon is one of trust and it is
'neceseary that the em| shou 1 give

y
a_bond, there bond -
bllity company to be xcc!:aued “nm It
Took Into iy and after

bond, and e rocs to work,
Dot Yet hrough with the bond people,
Eivery Htitle while they investigate the
‘characters of the bonded mnl)lu)és !ar
whom they are responsible.
pearch is always a thorough nna
Drings to lizht about
con vith the private cluz::n
hat 15 or any v;

¥ Fo-to another hquse for em.
ployment _and as to ‘have refer-
ences, nnd ﬂ! ey have to be looked Into,
another Investigation of
tundl imagines that his
prxmey I his own,

Te makes up bis mind to be married
and, wah lag all cxaminations by the
Leloved, there must be

us evidence that he is t
exactly u private cltizen the questions
that Marriage License Clerk Salmon-
gon tn the county bullding asks him.
The cleric bas no opt

tons . are

touch on the private cltizen’s age and
aee of e dancce Thoy nsic
her and about
n the marriage 1i-
cense is rranted and the ceremony per-
formed, the private citizen goes fo set-

s private cltizenship,
the flat or the house
to be rented or the apartments in the

hotel or_the boarding house to be se:
cured. Some boarding-house l'mdhqu
are more strict others In their
ruimios, and It 1s diiealt o Lormulate

sel of questions that would app
cqually 1o il residence hnt:]q
But in lhe case «f the jlat the
house 1ot Eo Pard. Many of iha
Tenting ts have complete applica-

be made out.
them the private citizen must tell where
ToTa mpioyed and how wuch monay
ets. Then comes t|r~ man at the
house furniskers, and he has to know
Just how much Turnlture 18 golng Mo
the home, and the plare man 13
comretent witness as to the price
thee niano.
Then
Janitor,

a
of
fnspector. and the

i worers "dlerk,
\coman n

he gar
and_

zen, nnd when the man coms
he inzurance pollcy ten the
properiy Le appr It
private citizen poe
e fnd baals anewering Trest
about his_own heaith and 0

ns

Banding, ho has o Fo back fata the
heat of bis

aud describe to the
the attments that d

ancertors, Afler

ol pake of these minute num $a0
han o Mx‘v'!:.-, tn n physics

flon, Shen i 1 over the docs g iniad

wli i ings and his heart. aha
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Ma smoking and the social glass thut
he ray
Then suppovo. an ency arises
and he wants to pawn i watch, He
Foes to & yawnshop, puts lown the
timeplece, gets a ticket and thy

o Tequites, and ‘goss, a1y (hIAKIN
there 18
day's businesy {ne

pawnbroker takes
private cltlzens who ave adopted Lim
uncle, woes with it or

ndq it to the deteetlve headouars
Y he Sc

etectiy

o o
Broking Department then Kiows that
this particular  private - citizon has
pewned his wateh. Th

not so much pprivacy there.
The authority Is lald upon the polico
by a city ordinance.
But perhaps the primte cltizen docs
not want o go to a pawnshop.
pose he wants {o go to n money
lender and Eive nis notes for an ad-
va has to an-
Bwer more Gaccions '\buul 0} nr.ancx:u
sondition,” und " ev 10
B town B Thuned ot This
pll\ulo eltizen Dag madc ap Dlication for

orrow 3y fiom
nny 5T e others that ather aotiiine
the man 1o whom he Is now epplying.
So Jgain ts bls privacy more ‘a jost
"Then, 1T the man is doins businss on
eredit, 'Dun and Lradstrect get him
thelr ook, and_regular raports are
made nbout his busiuess, 1t ho Elves
a chattel mortzage, the fact s duly
published, e borrows mopey, it is
the fact Is sprend
1lis financlal affairs are at the
beck and call of subscrlbers to the mer-
cantile agencles,
his business Is such that he wants
to make a bid on some public work, the
City Hall zets to know his business
record, s e
who I3 letting the contvact ‘wants to
know something about him. h
dabbles In politics, ¥
way, his conduct t
and enemics of the Darty which claims
him as a member I3 earcfully looked
f he Is called for jury eervice
s 10 dtand rigid
another rigidcross.
He is asked whether he knows
any of the parties In the case, any of
their  lawyers: whether  he has a
prejudice  against any of ihem or
apalust any man on account of lis na-
tionality, religion or busines
It he gets lifto court e
life has ‘onon ook, 1f e
Dut on trial for wny offense, the micro-
scope is one of the highest imaginable
power. Fven if the ltigation i whicl
he Lappens to become Involved Is clvil
in its nature, he
tions which challenge his right of priv-
aty. 'Then the clty directory and the
telephons directory’ e come Tround,
and they ask questlons, and the agents
who have things to seil asi questions.

tness, his
1s

2
5
£

Then there are more censuses to be
taken, -und censuses, of urse, are
compounded of questl Then the

o
ment man, and the d
license man, and the policeman have
be reckoned . The police not on
have the right to stop the private clt-
izen as he 18 on his way to his private
home at night, and make him explain
his identity, and the contents o
packuge he 'may be carrying, but they
have the right to ask him questions
about his friends and acqualntances.
Ang then the newspaper reporter, with
his quenchless thirst for Information,
must be included in the llst of those
who are always tearing at the vell of
rivacy, and when the private citizen
comes 1o dle, the health depariment de-

special asses:

‘Thug it'is that from the cradle to
Erhve ‘(he phivate tisen i constantly
n the glare of , the calclum, and
Whether there 15 guch & person s & reul
private citizen #s n question that ns-
suredly admits of more than one
oninion.



