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over troublesome British GP contract
— . - n. 1 . B ByMattjames
| -

Talks to rescue the British
Grand Prix at Silverstone
areduetobegin earlyin the
newyear.

Silverstone’s owner, the
British Racing Drivers’ Club,
activated abreak clauseinits
contract with F1bosses Liberty
Media this season, and now
only hastwo yearsleftonits
dealtohosttheraceatthe
former airfield venue.

Representatives of the BRDC
will sit down with Liberty
Mediain January to see if
thereisaway of rescuing the
race atitstraditional venue.

BRDC chairman John
Grant said: “We think
that Silverstone is the only
viable option for the British
Grand Prixand it certainly is
the only viablerace circuit.

“We want tokeep therace,
and we get theimpression
thatis what Liberty Media
wantstoo.”

Full story, p2-3
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Silverstone is the only
suitable UK F1 venue

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

By MattJames

Bosses of Silverstone are set
to begin crunch talks with
F1’s new owner Liberty Media
to secure the future of the
British Grand Prix within the
nextfew weeks.

The British Racing Drivers’
Club, which owns the circuitand
holds the contracttohostthe
grand prix, activated its break
clausein July this year to opt out
of itsdeal to promote therace.

Itcited escalating costs of
hosting Britain’s showpiecerace
asthereasonitcouldnolonger
supporttheevent.

In July, then BRDC president
Derek Warwick said thattherace
had become untenable as the club
waslosing millions of pounds
eachyearrunningit.

Liberty Media bosses will sit
down with BRDC representatives
inJanuarytoseeif they can
rescuethe event.

Strong desire

British Racing Drivers’ Club
chairman John Grantsaid that
both parties, Liberty Media and

the BRDC, had agreedtohavea
cooling off period before talks
begin toseeif there wasany
common ground between them.

“Liberty Media had alotto
understand about Formula 1
whenittook charge, and we both
agreed thatnothing would happen
between usand them until the
end of the2017 on-track season,”
said Grant. “Now that time has
come. There have been alot of
challenges. Liberty had alot to
understand about F1 and how it
worked, andithasdoneagreat
deal of learningover thelast
monthsasitgetstogrips with
the sport. That time has come now
and we will sitdown with them
soon —certainly before the next
season getsinto full swing.

“Weinitiated the break clause,
but thatdoesn’t come into effect
until after the 2019 race. That
means we don’thave torush
intoanythingand wearen’tin
adesperate situation. Thereis
timeforustofindaproper
resolution tothis.”

Earlier on this season, Liberty
Mediaboss Chase Carey said that
he wasdetermined tomaintain the

British Grand Prix along with
some other coreracesin Europe.
“We will have a British Grand
Prix. The foundation of the sport
iswestern Europe,” said Carey,
whoalsosaid thatracesat
Monaco, MonzainItalyanda
racein Germany were vital to
the calendar. “You have still got
tomaintain those traditions to
havethevaluesin F1.”

London alternative
Thesuccess of the F1Liveeventin
London, which was attended by all
Flteamsinthedaysleadingupto
this season’s British Grand Prix,
opened up the alternative of arace
through the city streets.

However, theinfrastructureand
red tape involved with planning
such an event meansthatit would
bearemote possibility.

Grantsaid thathe was convinced
that Silverstone was prime on
Liberty’slisttomaintain the
British Grand Prix rather than
any other new venue.

“We think that Silverstoneisthe
only viable option for the British
Grand Prix, andit certainly isthe
only viablerace circuit that could
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2 A race in London
: would be difficult
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talks with Liberty

hosttherace. Thereisnowhere
elseinthe UK,” said Grant.

“Obviously there has been talk
of arace around the Olympic
Stadiumin East London, butlam
encouraged with Chase Carey’s
recentcomments: herealises that
thereareimportantracesonthe
calendar thatenhanceit. They are
thetraditional races,andIdon’t
think that aMickey Mouserace
around the stadium in London
would add to the tradition of the
British Grand Prix.”

Silverstone’s future
Grantsaid that the circuit’s
future would be safe regardless
of whetheradeal tosave the
British Grand Prix could be

“We are
the only
option” &
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thrashed out ornot, although
his preference would be to
maintaintheraceatthe
Northamptonshire venue.

“Silverstoneis strongenough to
stand alone without the grand
prix contract, we have a business
here, but the ideal situation would
betokeeptherace,” said Grant.
“And we gettheimpression thatis
what Liberty Media wants as well,
sothereisalot of common ground
that we are starting with when
we sitdown with them.”

Headded thatoncethe
negotiations start, there will beno
announcements untila resolution
hasbeenfound. “Wehave agreed
that this will be done behind closed
doorsonce westart talking,”
Grantadded. “We don’t want this
tobe played outin themedia, and
wewilljustgetonandtrytofinda
deal. The positive thingisthat
thereisadesirefrom both sides of
thistomake somethinghappen, so
we willlook to see how those two
desirescanmatchup.”

Future developments
Asidefrom the uncertainty
surroundingthe British Grand

Prix contract, thereare further
developmentsat Silverstone that
arebeingimplemented to improve
thevenue. A proposal will be put
tothe BRDC members thismonth
concerningthelong-awaited hotel
development, which will be built
on ground opposite the Wing pit
complex. This will beraised ata
forthcoming Extraordinary
General Meeting.

Allied to that, anew Silverstone
Experience Centreis beingbuilt
near thetraditional entrance to
the venue, and thatis duefor
completionin2019.

“The Experience Centreis
something we are very proud of,
and ithasbeen somethingthat
we have been planningforalong
time,” said Grant. “There has been
some external fundingforit too
and it will become a shininglight
atthevenue,areal family
experience that will hopefully get
peoplereturningtothetrack.

“The hotel complex has been on
the cardsforsometimeanditis
greatthat wearenearingadeal to
make things happen. Thereare
some very excitingtimes ahead
for Silverstone.”

% %
/

Liberty Media wants to retain pres

tigious and historic races, like the British GP
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No-go Gio

Ferrari has moved to reassure
its reserve driver Antonio
Giovinazzi that he’s still
squarelyin the frame foran F1
seat, despite him missing out at
Sauber. Ferrari brokered a deal
togetCharlesLeclercarace
drive with the Swiss team,
alongside Marcus Ericsson.
Giovinazzi must be content with
areserverole. Ferrari’s Sergio
Marchionne said: “Giovinazzi
isagood guy, andit’s justa
question of time. He should
gethis chance.”

Hase-goner

Yusuke Hasegawa will leave his role
as head of Honda's F1 programme
atthe end of this year aftera
management shuffle. Hasegawa,
who took over from Yasuhisa Arai
ahead of 2016, has faced growing
pressure over alack of results.
Hasegawa was in charge of engine
development and race operation.
His job will now be split into two with
Toyoharu Tanabe focusing onracing
and testing operation, and Yasuaki
Asakiis understood to be leading
engine development. Hasegawa
willleave F1 altogether, but will be
Honda's executive chief engineer.

No excuse

Lewis Hamilton has asked F1’s
bosses to help make the sport
“more raw” and said there was
no excuse for F1 not producing
cars thatsound as good orrace
aswell as the feeder Formula 2
category. Hamilton said at last
week’s BRDC lunch: “Karting is
stillthe best form of racing as
the guys can follow each other
so closely. F1 cars are the best
they’ve been, butl hope they
make them louder, with maybe
bigger tyres. Why did Jackie
Stewart have big tyres backin
the day and we’ve got smaller
ones? There’s noreason F2
should be louder and sound
better and follow closer.”

Grid tweaks

The FIA will change F1's farcical
grid penalty rules for next season to
make them easier to understand.
The mass grid-place penalties for
this year led to many suggesting it
made a mockery of the sport. From
next season any driver picking

up over 15 grid places will
automatically just start from the
back of the grid. With the rules
permitting just three engines per
season from next year we'd have
run out of space on our abacus...

On your Todt

Jean Todt has been re-elected
as the head of the FIA for

a third and final term after
standing unopposed at the
FIA’s General Assembly in
Paris. He will now govern
until the end of 2021.

RS 2
Russian GP was the worst,
with just one overtake
'F! e U e

By RobertLadbrook

Formula 1 drivers have moved
to defend the lack of overtaking
inthe sport this year, after tyre
supplier Pirellireleased data
confirming that passing moves
had decreased to the lowest
level in recent history.

The total number of overtaking
moves duringraces fell by almost
50 per cent compared tolast year,
putting the number atits lowest
totallevel since the Drag Reduction

System (DRS) was introduced for 2011.
There was a total of 435 passes across

the 20 races this year, a dramaticfall
from the 866 witnessed during 2016,

when there was one extrarace. This
year’sfigureis thelowest since the 211
seenin 2009, before DRS was brought
in. This year’s Azerbaijan GP in Baku
was the busiest, featuring 42 overtakes.
The Russian GP was the worst, with
justasingle passfor position recorded.

Despite the figures, a handful of
top drivers have backed the new
rules cycle, which features bigger
cars with more downforce.

Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel said: “ My
wish for next yearis that everybody
calms down. Some races are boring, so
what?Idon’t see the problem in that.

“Idon’tthink we need another
record, anotherrecord, everyrace —
tohave more and more overtaking.

“It’strue that [difficultyin]
overtaking sometimes, especially
if you're behind and you’re fastand
you can’t get past for those reasons,
itannoysyou.

“But then again if youmake the
move thereis amassivereward inside
the car, sometimes out of the car.

“WhatIwanttosayisthatovertaking
should be an achievement and not
justhanded to you.

“Sometimesjust relax and calm
down and acceptaboringraceora
boring tworaces in arow and then
there will be another great race after
thatand another one.”

Red Bull Racing’s Daniel Ricciardo,
who was the year’s top overtaker with
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43 passes, added: “Ithink Seb’sright in
some ways, that’s just the way itis and
that’s the way some tracks are laid out.

“I'think the wider cars and all that
look great and they’ve given us more
downforce and grip, but when they
take up more space on the track you
havelesscleanairtotrytofindsoit
does make following harder, so that
oneisgoodandbad.”

Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton added:
“Ontheracingside, [ hope moving
forwards, overtaking gets easier.

Not totally easier, but just being able
to follow each otherisreally what
the sportneeds.

“Themore overtaking the more
funitis for people to watch.”

Hamilton expects to continue in Formula 1 until at least the end of 2020 season

Lewis Hamilton expects to stay in
Formula 1 until atleast the end of
2020, and has tipped Briton George
Russell to succeed him at Mercedes.

Hamilton’s current deal with the
Silver Arrows expires at the end of
next year, but talks on a fresh deal
are due to begin imminently.

The four-time world champion, 32,
said during an episode of

Motorsport.tv’s The Flying Lap: “1
think about what is ahead of me.I have
spoken to those who have retired early,
those whoretired late and everyone
says stay in as long as you can. That’s
not going to happen.

“The seasons are getting longer and
longer and you see the thingsIdo
outside, which take a lot of my energy
and time. I’m enjoying what I'm doing

now. I enjoy beingin this team, Ilove
racing and I still feel at the moment
I’'m driving my best.

“So, while the car is in this form of
rules, until 2021 at least, I think that’s
going to be the window the window
I’'mstill here. Who knows? Maybe
in 2021 I'll hand the baton over to
[Mercedes junior] George [Russell].
He’ll be there anyway before then.”

Lewis will stay in Formula 1
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Carlin has achieved
success in Indy Lights

LeadingBritish single-seater team
Carlin has confirmed it will join IndyCar
nextseason, having signed former
Formula1driver Max Chilton and his
ex-Ganassi team-mate Charlie Kimball.

Carlin hasalsosigned adeal to have
itsengines supplied by Chevrolet after
purchasingtwo of theIR-12cars.

Team boss Trevor Carlin had previously
said that the “right moment” was close
forhisteamtojoin IndyCar after it
narrowly missed outonjoiningthe
seriesin 2016 when a planned partnership
with KVSH Racingfell apart.

Carlin hashad apresencein America

since 2015 whenitjoined Indy Lights,
running new GanassiIndyCar driver Ed
JonestotheLightstitle thefollowing year.
“We’re delighted tofinally be able to
announce our entryinto IndyCar, the
result of along-term ambition of the
team,” said Carlin. “By nomeansdo
we underestimate the challenge and
competitionthatliesahead, butI have
great faith in the youngand passionate
team that our team manager Colin
[Hale]and I’have puttogether.”
Motorsport Newsunderstands Carlin
couldbejoined on the IndyCar grid by
afurther twonew teamsin 2018.

Former British Formula 3 champion
Jack Harvey will also appear in IndyCar
next year, having been signed toamultiple
raceprogramme inapartnership
between IMSA SportsCar squad
Michael Shank Racingand IndyCar’s
Schmidt Peterson Motorsports.

Shank and SPM had been working
onacollaboration with the IndyCar
team keen torun Harvey again after
heimpressed as a stand-in for the last
tworaces of the 2017 season.

Harvey’slimited races will include the
Indianapolis 500, Long Beach and the
season finale at Sonoma among others.
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‘Barr will take on TCR
Germany next year’
Rising tin-top star to Europe, p9
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FE may get battery freedom

Standard batteries to
stay in FE until 2025

Formula E has not abandoned
the idea of manufacturers
building their own batteries, but
itis unlikely teams will have
that freedom until at least 2025.

Originally, the plan was for
teams to produce their own
batteries in season five, but this
was pushed back when it was
confirmed that a single supplier
would remain for the second
five-year cycle of cars from
2018/19. Butnow FE CEO
Alejandro Agaghas suggested
manufacturers may still not
have battery freedom in the
third cycle either.

“Batteries should not be open
for the third cycle,” he said. “So,
Ithink if we ever open the
battery - which we may it
would be season 11 (2025)
onwards. The third cycle
should be a standard battery.

“I think the manufacturers are
all quite happy with cost control.
They are not really stressed
about making batteries, they
want their own technology
and they have it now.”

The latest manufacturer
rumoured to be entering the
all-electric series is Maserati.
Maserati is owned by Fiat
Chrysler Automobiles, which
has been expressingits interest
in FE since its CEO Sergio
Marchionne revealed that
Ferrari had discussed whether

- -
Trevor Carlin’s team expands

itneeded to enter the electric
single-seater series.

DeFrancesco contested Macau this year with Carlin

Carlinin2018.

The Canadian finished fifthin the
F4standingsin 2016 before winning
Spanish F3and finishinga distant
third in Euroformula Open this term.

He competed in thefinal six
European F3racesthis year and will

level,” said DeFrancesco.

now spend a fourth consecutive
season with Trevor Carlin’s outfit.
“I'veraced with Carlin eversincel
started my career in single-seaters
and they’vereally helped meto
progressand toreachareally high

“I'mlooking forward to seeing
what we canachieve next year, in
what isthe most competitive

British Formula 4 race winner DeFrancesco joins European F3 grid full-time for next season

British Formula4race winner
Devlin DeFrancesco will compete
in European Formula 3 with

championshiparound.”

MN s sister title Autosport
understandsthat Carlin hasalso
tested 2017 F3drivers Ferdinand
Habsburgand Jehan Daruvala, as
well as Formula Renault Eurocup
champion Sacha Fenestraz,

BRDC British F3 champion Enaam
Ahmed and Euroformularacers
Nikita Troitskiy and Ameya

Vaidyanathan inits F3machinery.

Another driver confirmed for
European F3fornext yearis highly-
rated Ferrarijunior Marcus
Armstrong. The New Zealander will
race for the Prema team with which
he won theItalian F4 crown this year.
Hehasalsopreviously competed in
the BRDC British F3 Autumn
Trophy with Double R.
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DTM will visit Brands
for first time since 2013

Tandy to race at
LeMansinGIE ©

Porschedriver Nick Tandy
will contest next year’s Le
Mans 24 Hours with the

It has been confirmed thatthe DTM
will return to Brands Hatch next :
year. Adraft2018 calendarhas a

trip to the Kent venue pencilledin  : regulations for the next two years at

for August11/12onthefullGrand : least, withalimit of 26 cars taking

Prix layout - the Indy circuit having : part... Retired Formula 1 racer
played hostto DTM mostrecently. : Felipe Massa will make his

This will be the firsttimethe DTM  : debutin the Brazilian Stock

has visited the UK since 2013... The : Car Championship nextyear. He
World Motor Sport Council has ratified  : will share a car with five-time

the proposed merger of the World : champion Caca Buenoin the ‘Race
Touring Car Championship and TCR : of Doubles’ season opener at
International Series. The new World . Interlagos next March... Former
Touring Car Cup willadopt TCR ¢ Toro Rosso driver Daniil Kvyat tested

: Euro Series NASCAR machinery at the
: Franciacortatrackin Italy last week —

* butinsists hisfocusis finding a seat

: toremainin Formula 1. Kvyat said:

¢ “With [ex-Arrows F1 driver and Euro

: NASCAR team boss] Alex Caffiwe

: know each other from Monaco and he
: asked me ifl wanted to have some fun
: and try something new out. | had good
: confidence with the carimmediately

i andit's good funto drive it."..

marqueaspartof anexpanded
four-car GTE line-up.

With Porsche withdrawing
from LMP1 at the end of this
season, ithad alreadylooked
like Tandy would form part
of the manufacturer’sIMSA
SportsCar squad instead.
Thishasnow been confirmed,
with the drivers from the
Americanseries “expected”
tojoin the World Endurance
Championshipregularsina
four-strong911 RSR GTE Pro
attack for Le Mans.

Tandy will share the car
with Earl Bamber and

Porsche has unveiled expanded line-up for Le Mans

Patrick Pilet, while the other
IMSA entry will be piloted by
TimoBernhard, Romain
Dumas and Sven Muller.

“Thenumber one aim for
2018istowinthe IMSA
GTLM championship. Le
Mansisabigraceandan
addedbonus,” said Tandy.
“I'vealwayssaid Patrickis
thebestI'veseeninthe911
and we’vehad somuch

=

successinthe cartogether.
Thefactthat Earlis withus
forLeMansisgreat—he’s
super-good there. If Icould
have picked any two drivers
from our GTroster it would
have been them and it makes
alotof sense.”

Porschealso confirmeda
firstfull-season factory entry
intotheBlancpain GT Series
Endurance Cupnext year.
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Barwell will run three
Lambos in British GT

ORIVEN
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Minshaw (1) and Keen back

CHAMPION COCKER TO MAKE
BRITISH GT RETURN IN LAMBO

The 2004 champion is part of expanded three-car Barwell Huracan G13 line-up

3

3w

Cocker will join novice De Haan

ByRobert Ladbrook

car, while the second will be

Barwell Motorsport will
expand to field three

Lamborghini Huracan GT3s

in nextyear’s British GT
Championship, and has
signed two returning
category champions.

Mark Lemmer’s team willadd
athird Huracantoits traditional
two-car line-up for the domestic
GT3campaign, with all three

carsenjoying the continued
technical support of
Lamborghinifactory
team Squadra Corse.

This year’schampionship

runners up, Phil Keen and Jon
Minshaw, willreturn torace one

crewed by 2006 British GT3
champion Leo Machitski
andrising Finnish star
Patrick Kujala.

Theteam’s third car will
feature 2004 champion Jonny
Cocker sharing with racing
novice Sam De Haan.

Cocker, whostillholds the
record as the youngest ever
outright British GT champion at
just18,hasalongrelationship
with Barwell. Heraced in the
team’s Aston Martinline-upin
2007 and morerecently stoodin
asasubfor Alexander Sims
duringits2014 campaign with
the Ecurie Ecosse BMW Z4s.

“Jonny hasbeen coaching Sam

andthey shareacommon love
for supercarssothisisideal,”
said team head Lemmer. “Sam
willbe completely newtoit,
and still has some signatures
togain, but we’ve gotloads of
testing planned for himand
he’saverysmartlad, he knows
he’sgotasteeplearningcurve
ahead of him.

“Leoand Patrick will be
interestingasPatrickisa
superstarinthemakinginmy
eyesand pushed the factory
Lambodriversall the way in
Blancpain [GT Series] in Europe
this year, butalot of the British
tracks will be new to him.

“Philand Jon deserveatitle
by now. They’re so proven and

they’ll probably be the pairing
tobeat, purely down to their
experience. But we’ve got three
really strong carsfor2018.”
Lemmer alsoadded that the
team would start2018 on a strong
baseasthe Huracanisn’tdue
any performance upgrades
until theend of the year.
“TheHuracanisagreatcar
and this year all of our data
and set-ups will berelevant, so
we know where we stand,” he
added. “There will be a slightly
new constructionrear tyre from
Pirelli, but we’ve got plenty of
testingplanned todial thatin.
We wantadrivers’titlenext
yeartoadd toourteams’
championship from this year.”
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Bushell won Clio title

Bushell to make
BTCC return

Two-time Renault UK
Clio Cup champion
Mike Bushell will
return to the

British Touring

Car Championship
next season with

Team Hard.

Bushell, who claimed
the Clio crown last
term, took partin

the BTCC with an
AmDTuning.com

Ford Focusin 2015. He
took one top 10 finish
on his way to 23rd in
the standings, before
reverting to Clioracing
and lifting that trophy
again this year.

Team Hard will field
four VW CCs in the
BTCC next year and has
already signed up VW
Cup graduate Bobby
Thompson for one of
its machines, and has
formed alink-up with
Brisky Racing for 2018.
“Iam ecstatic to be
returning to the BTCC
having notched a
second UK Renault
Clio Cup title,” said
Bushell. “On top of
that, I am excited to be
making my return with
Team Hard and Brisky
Racing as they have
been going from
strength to strength.
“With the new
technical input

from [newly signed
engineer] Geoff
Kingston, coupled
with an already proven
race-winning carin
the Volkswagen CC,
Ifirmly believe that
astrong challenge

can be made for the
Independent Drivers’
title next year.”

Simpson makes move
to Eurotech for 2018

British Touring Car
Championship racer Matt
Simpson will join the Eurotech
Racing team for 2018.

Simpson ranin a third Team
Dynamics Honda Civic Type R
this season, a car that he owns.
He finished 24th in the points.
Simpson will now take that
machine to Eurotech which
will run it alongside two
others next term.

Eurotech Racing team
principal Jeff Smith explained:
“Matt currently owning a Type
R works perfectly, our mechanics
already have the car back at the
workshop, stripped down and
being updated to the same spec
as our existing two Type Rs.

“We are looking forward
to working with Matt, he has
proved to be a capable driver in

Simpsonraced for the Team Dynamics squad in the BTCC this year

the BTCC. Using our
knowledge and experience we
will be doing all we can to
develop him, the aim being to
have all three cars at the sharp
end. Having the drive
confirmed at this relatively
early stage allows us to press
on with the car build and plan a
full test schedule, with the

intention of hitting the ground
running for the 2018 season.”

Smith drove with his own
team alongside Independents
Trophy runner-up Jack Goff in
2017. However, Smith was forced
out after a qualifying accident
at Croft in June, and further
recent surgery means he will
not be able to drive in 2018.

British F4 looking

at Halo addition

British Formula4is
evaluating when to introduce
the Halo cockpit protection
device after the World Motor
Sport Council ruled that it
will become mandatory in
the seriesfrom 2023.

The WMSC last week ruled
thatfrom 2019 any new F4
category mustfeature the
Halodeviceonits cars, but
existing championships can
introducethe conceptatany
point between 2019and the
2023 deadline.

British F4isnow working
todecide when the besttime
istobringin the Halo.

“It’stoo soon for any
decision yet,” said
championship promoter
Sam Roach. “Itisthe way it
[single-seaterracing]is

goingtogoand we wantto be
at theforefront of any safety
developments. We have to
look atintroducingit sooner
ratherthanlaterbut weneed
tounderstand the details,
likethecosts.”

TheHalo will beusedin F1

F4 championships will have to run the Halo by 2023

and F2next year and will
beusedinthe new
International F3seriesin
2019, following the merger
of GP3and European F3.
@ For afull featureon how
the Halo could impact club
motorsport, seepage 22.
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‘Ford, BMW or Porsche? A
touring car great chooses
John Fitzpatrick’s best cars, p25

Formula Ford 1600 racer Keith
Doneganhas won the 2017
Mazda Road to Indy (MRTT)
Shootoutandascholarship
worth $200,000 (£148,000)

to compete in the USF2000
championship nextyear.

The 20-year-old beat 16 other
drivers from nine countries
tothe prizeatthe Bondurant
Racing School last weekend.

Atwo-day assessment was
held using Formula Mazda cars
onthel.6-miletrack, with the
competitors whittled down
tofive finalists whothen
competed ina 30-minuterace.

“Itreally hasn’thitmeyet,”
said Irishman Donegan, who
finished second at the Brands
Hatch Formula Ford Festival,
awardinghim anentry.

“Throughout the weekend we
were consistentand I kept the
smallthingsin check.Ididn’t
make any stupid mistakes and
keptmy head cooland that
really paid off in theend.

Brits Luke Williams and James
Ravendidn’tattend the Mazda
Road toIndy Shootout.
Williams was awarded a
ticketto the eventafter winning
the British Racing and Sports
Car Club’s National Formula
Ford 1600 Championship.
Butdespitethefactthe
seriesisobligated to pay for
Williams’ flight, he elected
nottoattend dueto the cost of
accommodation andinsurance

v
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s

Donegan (c)
and Askew (1)

“Itisanunbelievable
opportunity tobe given and
for Mazdato provide that for
any youngdriver. Itjust gives
thatbit of motivation that
youneed because the [US]is
where youneed to gotobecome
aprofessional these days. It
issuchaboosttomy career.”

cover for the Formula Mazdas.

Hesaid: “It was going to cost
alotof money and that money
will be better spent next year.

“I'mquitealotolderthan
anyone else [Williams turned
26this week] so the odds of me
winning were slim.”

Cliff Dempsey Racingdriver
Raven wasn’table toattend
the Shootoutas there was
confusion over his entry. While
hehadbeentold he had aticket

DONEGAN WINS MAZDA
SHOOTOUT

Donegan was chosenasthe
winner by ajudging panel that
included IndyCar race winner
Scott Goodyear, and last year’s
MRTIwinner and USF2000
champion, Oliver Askew.

“This wasreally difficult,”
said Kyle Kimball, manager
of operations for Mazda

National FF1600 champ Williams and Raven miss out on Road to Indy Shootout entry

tothe Shootoutimmediately
afterfinishingthird at the
Walter Hayes Trophy, his place
wasnever confirmed by Mazda.
It was Oliver White who got the
‘wildcard’ entry ticket from
the Silverstone-based event.
Asperthe Shootout
regulations, only event and
championship winnersare
guaranteed a Shootout ticket
and Mazda hastherightto
chooseextra ‘atlarge’ entries

Motorsports. “Wetook almost
twohoursdeliberating over
razor-thin margins on and off
thetrack-itwasincredibly
difficult for the six judges to =

|
cometoadecision. But,at i
theend of the day, we feel e
really confident with our
pick of Keith Donegan.” E

based on performances
impressive tothem.

Other driversfromthe
UK tomakeittothe Shootout
included Scottish Formula
Ford champion Ross Martin,
Northern Irish Formula Ford
champion Niall Murray, the
SuperSeriesdriver Jamie
Thorburn, Formula Ford
frontrunner White and
Matt Cowley, who won
the USA’s F1600 series.

Women in UK motorsport react to Carmen Jorda FIA appointment

Women in UK and Irish
motorsport have questioned
theappointment of Carmen
Jordatothe FIA Womenin
Motorsport Commission.

The controversy surrounds
Jorda’sbackingof Bernie
Ecclestone’sideathatthere
should beaseparateracing
series for females only.

Spaniard Jorda, 29, hasraced in
GP3,Indy Lightsand wasareserve
driver for Lotus and Renault.

Renault UK Clio Cupdriver
Jade Edwards, Mazda MX-5
Supercup champion Abbie
Eaton and British GT4champion
Jamie Chadwick were among
those voicing concern over
Jorda’sappointment.

“I'venothingagainst her [Jorda]

butit would be ashameif that’s
theroute she goes down [a
womens’ only championship],”
said Chadwick. “Ithinkit will
justlower the standard, [ know
onmy bestdayIcan compete
equally withmen.”

Edwards shares Chadwick’s
view onintegrated competing.

“Itshows exactly how everyone
feelswhenit’snotjust thefemale
sideof theindustry thatare
unhappy with it, lots of males
aretoo,” said Edwards.

“I'vegrownupinatime where
there’snoother optionthanto
compete withmenandI’'ve
accepted thatandit’s what
I've wanted todo. Formetobe
presented by an all-female
series, that’s somethingI wouldn’t

SOCIAL MEDIAREACTION

@Leena_Gade-Le Mans 24
Hours-winning engineer
“Im in the commission, an
ambassador for engineering.
I’m addressing this with them
before commenting further
BUT I chose to competeina
man’s world, like so many
other women in countless
motorsport roles. WE want
to be the best against males

and females. Can’tdo that?
Play another game.”

@PippaMann-IndyCardriver
“Dear @fia, If the news | am hearing is
correct, and you have appointed a
racer with no notable results, who
does not believe we compete as
equals in the sport, to represent
women, | am incredibly
disappointed. Sincerely —an

beinterestedin.”

When asked if a separate
championship was something
she supported, Eaton said:
“Absolutely not.I've always said

Iwanttorace with thebestdrivers,

thebestracers,regardless of
gender. People can’targue
withresults.”

Amongthe commission’s
current members are pastand
present F1team principals
MonishaKaltenborn (Sauber)
and Claire Williams, Le Mans-
winningengineer Leena Gade
and 2001 Dakar winner Jutta
Kleinschmidt. Gade wasamong
those who took to social media
after the announcement
(seebelow).

Accordingtothe FIA’s website,

#Indy500 qualifier, #IndyLights
race winner.”

@tomgaymor - driver manager
“Women in motorsport need a
role model, aleader, aracer,
someone to aspire to be.”

@fullmetaljack98 - fan
“@JamieChadwick55 @TataCalde
@katherinelegge @DanicaPatrick all

Jorda:on FIA commission

“The Women & Motor Sport
Commissionaimstocreatea
culture which facilitatesand
values the participation of
women inallaspects of the sport”.

OntheJorda announcement,
the FIA were unable tocomment
before MN went to press.

better female motorsport role models
who have proven that they are just

as good perhaps better than alot

of male competitors.”

@tatacalde-GP3racer

“Arole model is a person whose
behaviour, example, or success
is or can be emulated by others,
especially by younger people.
Enough said.”
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“Motorsport
isn’t about
gender”

s aman, it’s always
difficult to write about
women in motorsport.
Too ‘kind’ and you can

be accused of being
asycophantor
patronising. Too harsh and you’re sexist.

But MNis never keen to shy away from
difficult or divisive issues, and nothing has
proven more controversial in motorsport
inthe last week or two as the news that
Carmen Jorda has been appointed to the
FIA Women in Motorsport Commission.

One of the reasons this is so controversial
is because of Jorda's publicised views that
women should have their own championship
and should race separately to men. And it's
not just Jorda who has publicly supported
this view. In fact, Bernie Ecclestone was one
of the first people to float the idea.

For me, that couldn't be more damaging for
the sport and the womeniin it.

Motorsport has a storied history with women
competing. OK it's a given that in the 20th
century, women won't have had the same
opportunity as men when it comes to the
progression and the business side of the
sport. But through history, they have
competed alongside men, and at varying
levels, very successfully.

Pat Moss, Desire Wilson and Michele
Mouton —who is the commission’s president
—are all examples that women can succeed in
motorsport and it's marvellous to watch. All
three achieved huge feats and have proven
an inspiration to the generations that follow,
drivers, engineers and more.

The point is, women need to compete with
men. If you want to progress in motorsport,
you need to compete against the best, man
orwoman, in order to improve.

So, sectioning women off into a separate
championship sends the wrong signal. It
means men in the championships where
women are successful —take the Mighty
Minis and this year's winner Alice Hughes
— are robbed of getting better through
competing against her. And vice-versa,

Jade Edwards — who speaks so poignantly
and passionately about this situation —
wouldn't be able to mark herself against
the best in the Renault UK Clio Cup.

The fact that most of motorsport’s female
leading lights have spoken out against
Jorda's appointment to the commission
shows its unpopularity.

While this decision has now been made, it
doesn't appear there's alot that can be done
about it. What can be done is to lobby the FIA
and Jorda, that separating men and women in
motorsport goes against everything racing
should be about, and would undo decades of
what women have fought and competed for.

To Jorda, congratulations on your
appointment. But it's time for you and the
FIA to observe the views of women drivers
everywhere and make the right call. Keep
men and women together. Racing is about
winning and enjoyment, not about gender.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

6




F Z CompetitionEngineServices.co.uk
NZwcirg. Quality Engineering. Quality Engines
e EEEe—— _ . =
o FiA FT3 Certified Fuel Cells & Accessories
« Short Lead Times for Stock or Custom Parts
« Fitting Service Available
« Superior Seamless Construction Technology
« Special Large Capacity Fuel Cells
for Endurance Events

® Full Engine Builds / Rebuilds & Dyno’ Testing
® All Marques: Pre and Post War, Road & Competition
® Competition Car Preparation & Track Support

COMPETITION ENGINE SERVICES

g‘fgg{% ff, Burton-On-Trent, Staffordshire

2 ®
Classic Wonld Ra.cl.ug. A
www.classicworldracing.co.uk
Tel: +44(0)1527 521050

W)

- info@competitionengineservices.co.uk s

Designed to provide weight optimization to today’s racing teams, new advanced sealing methods

allow DEUTSCH autosport hermetic fuel tank connectors from TE Connectivity (TE) to replace traditional
stainless steel connectors with aerospace grade aluminum. This breakthrough achieves a 60% weight
savings without compromising the safety of inputs into the fuel cell in complex racing fuel systems.

Learn about our connectivity solutions for autosport applications at

©2017 TE Connectivity Ltd. All Rights Reserved.
DEUTSCH, EVERY CONNECTION COUNTS, TE, TE Connectivity and TE connectivity (logo) are trademarks
of the TE Connectivity Ltd. family of companies.

EVERY CONNECTION COUNTS




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photos: Jakob Ebre

MINI CHALLENGE RAGER

- plots European
assault

ByRobertLadbrook

maiden season of carracingthis year,
and won the series’ rookie title. He
was formerly Irish karting champion.

campaign Ithink. But this yearIjust
wanted a top five in the JCWs and we
ended up second. SoI havetokeepa

Barr will race
for Target
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F1000 top two back

The top two finishers in thisyear’s
F1000 Championship are the first
two drivers confirmed to be returning
to the series again in 2018. Champion
Michael Watton and two-time
runner-up Paul Butcher will both
remainin the category nextyear. “It’s
looking like 2018 is going to be one
of our most competitive years, not
only atthe sharp end of the grid, but
also forthe middle places in the table
as well,” said championship
manager Frazer Corbyn.

Porsches to TCR

The British Racing and Sports Car Club’s
Porsche Championship is the latest
category to be confirmed as appearing on
the support bill for the inaugural season of
TCRUK. The Porsche series —for the
Boxster and 924 models — will feature on
the support package at the Knockhill
(May 12/13)and Castle Combe

(July 14/15) TCRrounds.

European Fox

Fox Motorsport will enter the 24H
GT Series European Championship
nextyearwith anew Audi R8 LMS
GT4 car. The team, which currently
competes in anumber of endurance
and Ginetta categories, will field
teamregularJamie Stanley, 2006
Australian Formula 3 champion Ben
Clucas and Lotus Cup winner Glenn
Sherwood in the Silverstone 12
Hours, Portimao 24 Hours and

Spa 12 Hours.

Mini Challenge star Reece Barr will
graduate into the German ADACTCR
Championship nextseason for just
his second full year of carracing.

The 17-year-old has agreed a deal
tojoin back-to-back TCR Germany
champion Target Competition. Barr
tested the Honda Civic usually driven
by TCR Germany champion Josh Files
for atwo-day test with the team at
Adria Circuit in Italy recently.

Barr finished asrunner-up in the Mini
Challenge JCW Championshipin his

“Itfeels great to get thisdeal done
early, and of the options we had, this feels
like the right move for me,” said Barr.

“The Civic TCR was a great car. It was
quite easy to drive and more comparable
toaBritish Touring Car than the Mini,
butIadapted toit quickly.

“Goingtoracein Europe for year two
isabigstep,andI’ve got to be realistic
in my expectations asit will bealot
different. The carisnew tome, soare
the circuits, soit will be a very tight

similar target for next year.”

Barr said he was eyeing a move into
the forthcoming TCR UK Series, but
opted for the German variant, which
isalready a proven series.

“The UK series looks exciting, but we
wanted to gorightin at an established
level, so the German series was the better
option,” he added. “With the World
Touring Car Championship now also
running for TCR cars [under the WTCR
moniker] it gives areal careerladder.”

Gore makes F3 move
American Dev Gore will race with
Double Rnextseasoninthe BRDC
British F3 Championship. The
20-year-old competed inthe USF2000
Championship this year, finishing 13thin
the standings. He said: “I really am so
happy to have joined Double R for my first
season of racing outside the US. Racing in
Europe next year willreally help me geta
lot of seat time, testing and opportunities
for development and that's the reason
we've decided torace in British F3.”

No British GT return
Dempsey wins Sexton for champion Morris
= New British GT champion Seb
Trophy and p"le money Morris will not return to defend

his title alongside Rick Parfitt Jr
after confirming his split from
theteam.

Morris and Parfitt landed this
year’s British GT3 titlesharinga
Bentley Continental GT3, which
was run by Team Parker Racing.

Morris, 22, has now confirmed
thatareturnto British GTisn’t
his aim, and he will instead chase
race opportunities in Europe.

“After alot of thought, and
following two incredible seasons
together in British GT, Rick and I
have decided to go our separate
ways for 2018,” said Morris.

“Having won the British GT3
title this year there isn’t much
more we can achieve together in
the championship, coupled with
the fact Inow want to progress
and challenge myself against
the bestin Europe.”

Jordan Dempsey has won Motorsport
Ireland’s Young Racing Driver of the
Year award and Sexton Trophy - plus
aprize of around £44,000-having
finished runner-up for three years.

The 17-year-old beat fellow Formula
Ford 1600 frontrunner, James Roe Jr,
and the 2017 Porsche Carrera Cup GB
champion, Charlie Eastwood.

“It was one of the biggest shocks
T have ever had in my life,” he said.

“Ilooked at my dad and up at the
screen and thought they’d said
someone else’sname.

“It’saprivilege, I have been a
bridesmaid three years in a row
so winning it made it even more
special. There was nearly tears,
Iwas overwhelmed by it.”

Dempsey has not rested on his laurels
since he won the award, and has tested
aUS Formula4 car with Primus Racing

Dempsey (c) is testing in the USA

GRDC is popular for novice racers

at Roebling Road Raceway earlier
this week.

“Ithink the team are keen to
getdrivers, they are evaluating
drivers so to speak,” he said.

“Hopefully I can impress them
enough that they will offer me a
drive out there next year.”

Dempsey also confirmed he could
returnto the British Racing and
Sports Car Club’s National Formula
Ford Championship next year, or
participate in the F3 Cup as other
options for 2018.

Ginetta to offer arrive-and-drive package for GRDC

Ginettahasunveiled anew arrive-and-
drive package for racers wantingto take
partinits Ginetta Racing Drivers’ Club
(GRDC)seriesnext year.

The schemeallows driverstorace
without havingtobuy a Ginetta G40
Cluboutrightand meansthey can
compete forafixed cost.

It will allow them to benefit from
preparation for the ARDS testand
includes pre-season track daysand
factory supportonracedays.

Thearrive-and-drive package
costs £18,490 plus VAT and is paid in
instalments throughout the year.

Noteamsareallowed in the series but
drivers can still buy their own car and run
it themselves with support from Ginetta.

Anumber of other changes had
already been announced for the
entry-level GRDC seriesfor 2018,
including switchingtoa one-dayrace
format-still as part of the British GT
supportbill-to help reduce costs.

o we speak
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PETER
GUNSON

BAge: 43 Lives: Reedness,
East Yorkshire
R.A.C. Rally competitor

Hewasayoungfan

“The first RAC Rally | ever went to
was when | was seven years old.
Thatwas backin 1981 and lused
togo up and down the line of cars
getting autographs off everybody
andthe bestonesI've gotare
people like Hannu Mikkola, Fabrizia
Pons and Michele Mouton. We
used to goin my uncle Malc's rally
car, Malc Graham, and | just used
tositintherally carand dream.”

Hehadapassiontodo
the Roger Albert

“Thenabit later on we used to
chase the event around the country.
This year's Roger Albert Clark Rally
justreminded me of those days
andljust wanted to do the event.
It's hard to explain what all of this
means to me. When | close my
eyesatnight, alllcanseeisaroad
ahead. I'm sure when people go

to bed at night they think about
other things, but | think about
special stages.”

The night stages were
awesome

“Just to drive down the road in

the dark after stages like Twiglees
and Castle O'Eerand seeall
those spotlightsandrally cars
was areally moving experience.
ltwas arally that gave us some
incredible memories.”

It’saproperchallenge
“Ifithad been a sprint eventI'd have
notwantedto doit. |wanted the
challenge and the endurance. | said
toJohnny Haynes, my co-driver,
thisis justan absolute challenge
and we did 1000 miles in that rally
car. We never had a cross word
and it makes it so specialto do the
event with one of my best mates.”

Hehasagoodteam

of mates

“My whole life is based around
being inthe garage in all my spare
time. | don't know what I'm doing
most of the time: in factI've gotno
idea. Allthe lads that help me know
whatto do and make itall happen.”

Theymade the finish

“We stayed at the finishto have a
couple of pints and cheer the award
winners. Butwe had noideawe'd
won anything so when we were
told we'd got second in our classin
the Open Rally we were overthe
moon. We got our Vauxhall Astra
around for seventh in the Open
section this yearand completed
every stage.”

Gunson enjoyed the R.A.C.

ByPaul Lawrence

who funded the project, and

The unique Nomad BRM
has recently been totally
itsracing return atthe Le

Mans Classic next July.
First designed by Bob Curlin

and wasraced by husband and
wife Mark and Gabriel Konig,

MkS3 sports-racer from 1970

restored and is due to make

1970, the third and final Nomad
ran with atwo-litre BRM engine

experienced all-rounder
Tony Lanfranchi.
Morerecently it was used in

historicracing by Terry Davison

with a3.2-litre Porsche engine
but hasnow been completely
rebuilt for the current owner
by Neil Fowler Motorsport
inBourne, Lincolnshire.
Fittingly, the car has been
rebuilt with a period correct

two-litre BRM engine originally

from the same town. The Mk2
design went to Le Mansin 1969,
but the Mk3 was conceived for
the European 2-Litre Sports Car
Championship. However, at the
end of 1970, Konigreined in the
spendingand the project folded.
Curl wenton to build the
Chevron-based Gropa sports-
racing cars with Andrew Mylius.
Although best known for its
work in Historic Formula Ford,
Fowler’steamistakingona

T Mans Classicls the fnr Nell Fawleended @?

‘Andrew Stokes is
the Stage Master’

Rally title victory, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

The Nomad has
= been fully restored
B

range of rebuild and restoration
projectsacross historicracing.
The Nomad hasbeenin
restoration for overayearand
needed a considerable amount
of chassis work as wellas
bodywork restoration and the
fitting of the BRM engine. The
ground-up restoration has been
substantially the work of race
engineer andrestorer Simon
Ayliff and itshould soon be
ready for shakedown testing.

Seven rounds at six events for Historic Asphalt contest

The calendar for next year’s
RACRMC Historic Asphalt
Rally Championship hasbeen
announced and willagain
comprisesevenrounds
atsixevents.

The championshipis for
two-wheel-drive historic cars
from uptotheend of 1990, and

isorganised by the Roger
Albert Clark Rally Motor Club
alongside the MSA British
Historic Rally Championship.
Championship manager Colin
Heppenstall said: “We were very
pleased with supportin 2017
with up to 25 crews taking part
in carsfromacrossall ages of

historics. We’re planning to
build on that next year and are
delighted tomaintain stability
inthecalendar.”

Asphalt
dates
are out

ALENDAR

RACRMC Historic Asphalt
Rally Championship

| DATE__|[EVENT |
March 3/4 |Bovington Stages, Dorset
April 22 |Rallye Salamandre, Belgium
June 3 Mini Epynt Stages

| uly 29 Harry Flatters Rally, Epynt
_)'Sept 13-15|Rally Isle of Man

Oct 12/13|Jersey Rally

Lloyd and Scott
select their events

Owain Lloyd and co-driver
Peter Scott have selected
Rally North Wales and the
Red Kite Stages as their two
UK gravel events for next
seasonin Lloyd’s Ford
Escort MKk2.

They also plan to tackle
Rally Isle of Manin the
Pinto-powered car. Lloyd
now lives in Switzerland
and works in global finance,
splitting his time between
New York, Hong Kong, Tokyo
and London. The Escort has
been in Switzerland for the
last 18 months so he could
spend some time driving it.

“I’'m going over to the
Luganoin early March to
collect the car and bring
itback for Geoff Jones
Motorsporttoreprepare
itfor theseason,” said
co-driver Scott.

Goodwood’s special moments will be remembered next year

Goodwood features Silver Juhilee highlights

The Silver Jubilee will be the
central theme of the 2018
Goodwood Festival of Speed,
which takes place from July 12-15.
Next year’sevent will celebrate
the25th anniversary of the first
Festivalin June 1993. Tomark
the Silver Jubilee, the Duke of
Richmond (formerly Lord March)
will choose his 25 favourite
moments from thefirst 25 events.

These moments will be personal
highlights which have been
landmarksin the Festival’s
history. These moments, and
the carsand drivers which
created them, will beat the core
of the 2018 event.

This yearwill alsomark the
20th anniversary of the Goodwood
Revival, which will take place on
September 7-9.

F5000 cars make a
date for Phillip Island

Next March’s Phillip Island
Classicin Australia will celebrate
50 years of Formula 5000 with a
field of more than 30 cars from
Australiaand New Zealand
gathered togethertorace.

The category was created in
North Americafor 1968 and was
soon adopted in Europe and
Australasia. The Phillip Island
event, which will be held on March
9-11, will feature five legends of
Formula5000racingin Australia
and New Zealand as event patrons.

Former Australian Drivers’
champion Alfie Costanzo, Kevin
Bartlett and John McCormack
will be there along with Alan
Hamilton, four times winner of
the Gold Star Championship.

Thefifth patron is Ken Smith
from New Zealand, the still active
three-time New Zealand Grand
Prix winner who hasraced over
59 consecutive seasons.

DHOW THE HALO WILL AFFECT NATIONAL MOTORSPORT
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Tour Auto is go

The 27th edition of Tour Auto will
run from April 23 to 28. The classic
race and rally tour will take in four
races and 10 special stages on
closed public roads on aroute
that starts in Paris and finishes

in Nice. The races will be held at
Dijon, Bresse, Ledenon and Paul
Ricard. The entry will feature
more than 230 classic carsin
competition and regularity
classesandincludes a
celebration of Italian cars.

Junior showtime

The dates for the final sector of the
Formula Junior Diamond Jubilee World
Tour have been announced. The three-
event sector, for the Peter Arundell
Trophy, will start at the Donington
Historic Festival (May 4-6) and take
inthe Zolder Historic Festival (May
26/27) before concluding at the
Silverstone Classic (July 20-22).

R.A.C.at ASI

The Roger Albert Clark Rally
Motor Club will be on stand 6105
in Hall 6 at Autosport International
in January to unveil its future
programme. Details of the

2018 MSA British Historic and
RACRMC Historic AsphaltRally
Championships will be available
along with early information on
the Carlisle Stages (June 9) and
the 2019 Roger Albert Clark Rally.

Irish battlers

Owen Murphy and Anthony Nestor
have takenthe early lead inthe 2018
Irish Tarmac Historic Championship.
The opening round of next year's
championship was run onthe recent
Killarney Historic Stages Rally and
fourth place in their freshly-prepared
Sunbeam Lotus was enough to give
Murphy and Nestor maximum points.

European F3 Cup

A new one-event FIA Historic
Formula 3 European Cup event
will be held next September
during the Zandvoort Historic
Grand Prix. Building on the
success of arace held atthe
2017 edition, period two-litre

F3 cars from all over Europe will
contest the event. The entry will
be splitinto two classes, one for
cars from 1971 to 1978 and one for
cars like the Ralt RT3 up to 1984.

Stokes is amaster
Andrew Stokes has added victory
inthe HRCR Stage Masters
Championship to his Welsh Historic
title in the Ford Escort Mk1 previously
rallied by his late brother David. Stokes
had done enough to seal the title
before the end of season trip to
Killarney and won clearly from
Peugeot 205GTi driver Freddy Camp.

Combe classic

The date for the seventh Autumn
Classic meeting at Castle Combe
has been announced as Saturday
October 6. The one-day event
celebrates the history of the
Wiltshire track, which first hosted
racing in July 1950.

Classics will be at Combe
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Ostberg found 2017
programme costly
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| - ByDavid Evans

'ﬁ Mads Ostberg has told

. * Motorsport News he is ready
| tostepbackto WRC2toget
his World Rally Championship
aspirations back on track
through 2018.

The former Citroen and M-Sport
factory driver returnedto privateer
status this year, with his Onebet
World Rally Team runningasingle
2017-spec Ford Fiesta WRC.
Ostbergadmits, however, that
heunderestimated the financial
commitmenttocompetingina
latest generation car at the highest
level. His Fiesta—the carthatled
in Spainlast October-is now for
saleat £510,000.

“Iamlookingatall of the options

fornextseason,” said Ostberg. “The
onethingI know for sureisthat
Iwon’tbe doing Monte Carlonext
month.Iwill start my seasonin
Sweden, but what I will be driving,
Idon’tknow-everythingisopen.
Itwouldn’thavetobea2017ora
2018 car, justa car whereIcould be
competitive and nearthe front.”
Asked if he would consider
WRC2and an R5 car, Ostberg said
he would-buthe said he would
need todominate the seriesif he
enteredit. “Iwould expect to win
[WRC2]rallies,” he said, “orbenear
thefrontandreally competitive.
If Igoback tothis category and
takethisstepback thenThaveto
bethere, if 'mnot [winning] then
that’sreally proof that Ineed to
goand do somethingelse,and

Ireally don't wanttodothat.”

Andreas Mikkelsen and Elfyn
Evans both stepped back into WRC2
togettheir careersback ontrack,
but Ostbergadmits they have the
advantage of abackgroundin
world rallying’s second division.

“There would be alotfor me to
loseif Iwentto WRC2,” Ostberg
continued. “Andit would be tough,
thereare goingtobe good drivers
there. When youlook at Andreas,
he competed in S2000and in WRC2,
heknew about this classand Ireally
don’tknow somuch. It’s different,
youareinadifferent place[inthe
runningorder]and youcan have
adifferentrally.

“I'mgoingtofight, 'm not goingto
giveupon whatIhave.I'monly 30
andIhavealotof yearsin thissport.
Istill have plenty of potentialand I
canfeel thatinside me-that’s why
Tam pushingsohard to get things
fixed for2018.Thave more
motivation now thanIever had and
Ifeel I'mdrivingbetter than ever.I
wantto getback toafactory drive.”

Talkingabout the commitment
for runninga 2017 car privately,
Ostbergsaid: “It wastough. The
costs were enormous, but wereally

tried hard and we were the only
ones who were doing this with
the 2017 car. Wehad a good team
and when everything was working
itwas good, wereally had the
technical side of the car going
really well. For next year, like
Isay, everythingispossible.Iam
talkingto somany peopleright
now. Itcould be tworallies orit
couldbe12rallies.”

Onepiece of goodnewsisthe
decision from last week’s World
Motor Sport Councilmeeting
allowing privateersto enter
their own 2017 World Rally Cars.
Ostberg’s Fiestahad to be entered
by M-Sport through this year, but
nextseason, if hereturnsinthe
same way, it can be entered by
Onebet WRT.

Ostberg’sfather, Morten, said:
“The WRC haslistened to
our requests and responded
accordingly, which we are
delighted about.”

The FIA added that the entry of
such cars on WRC remained subject
toitsapproval of the driver and
testingrestrictions would remain—
meaning private testing of a2017 car
outside of Europeisnotallowed.

\:;_i ohﬁ‘ﬂer -
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Ostberg says he has plenty to offer the WRC
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‘An emotional title
for Kristoffersson’
'World Rallycross review, p26

ACHIP OFF THE
JLOBLOCK —— ——

— il i

Oliver Solberg’s spectacular
World Rally Car debut ended
with this roll, when he was
racing Kalle Rovanpera for
victory atthe final of Memorial
Bettega inItaly on Sunday.
Solberg will reveal his

future plans in next week’s
Motorsport News.

Ogier says fifth title
was the most pleasing

Champ looks to tackle Le Mans

DAVID
EVANS

“Ott Tanak better
had be a fast
learner in 2018”

A

{

ttTanak has lost his voice.
It's atemporary thing. He’ll
getitback early next month,
around the timewhen he
pulls a Toyota coat on for
the firsttime. For now, we’ll
just have to satisfy ourselves with watching
him driving a Yaris WRC.

There's always something exciting at this end of
the season, when drivers are starting a new chapter
and driving a different car for the first time. Seeing
them in different coloured overalls — usually plain
white in what'sincreasingly seen as the transit
month of December —and behind a different

Sebastien Ogier says thereis more Havingflirted with sometimeaswell at .
recognition for this year’s World Rally retirementthisseason, = homeandtake some Stegrlng whdeel. ThW‘?'Ve months aglo ,P:N e fVéers .
Championship than the four he won Sebastien Ogier has care of my family too. get?lng usedtothe Incongruous sig to e astien
with Volkswagen Motorsport. talked more of his plans “Butinthefuture, Ogierinan M-Sport jacket d“V_'ng a Ford Flesta
The Frenchman rates each of histitles forwhenhedoesfinally  whenIstop WRC,T'11 WRC. Then there was Latvala in his Toyota kit.
ashighly, but says winning against the Ogier is thrilled with his fifth crown departthe WorldRally  trysomethingelsefor And nowit's Tanak’s turn.
might of three manufacturer teams Championship. sure.IwanttodoLe I've watched the same videos you have from the
added somethingtohis 2017 award. manufacturersor three-and-a-half -soon Onethingis Mansoneday, that’s ") . .
“It’svery satisfyingtobeabletowin. You  Ihope wecanannounce Ford asthefourth, certain, he won’t stop clearly somethingI Frednch Alp;}_ and ]it ‘:’1 haErd to J.[ry t,o gain gr_ly kt:n dYOf.
never achieve these things alone, you butIdon’t have the powertodothat! [The competing. Ogiersaid: ~ wanttodo. There might understanding of the Estonian's speed inthe Yaris
need abigteam around you,” said Ogier. competition]isnice, thefanslovetosee “Imsurel'llbefinding  bealsootherthings.” WRC- The conditions for the tWQ dayswe re
“Peoplethinkit’seasy towinwiththebest  everyteam winning. It's whatIalways say, some other option, Ogieralready hasrace typically Monte: full snow, sheet ice, blackice, and,
team. It’snot easy even if you have the thebest sportsare the sports that youcan’t because stayinghome experience, having of course, wet and dry Tar. How on earth a driver
gest car gltl)dlttl,le best ’{lear(ril, y(i)fu still }tlavte to PrediCt'iﬁ a(tivance. Ee’fore gacilra].ly’i’t’s Zv_ltl?nyou’lre Ii’f.hmllt{’sa ;ompt}eltegintwo ever tries to take confidence from a new car with
oyourjob.It’'seven harderif youstar impossible to say who’s going to win. ittooearly, . orsche Supercup . . .
with the smallest team and the smallest Despitethesport’sincreased “Igetboredvery racesaswellas GT Su%h Vgrylngfgt:lp |eve|srls b(?yohnd me;ﬁS always
budget-that makes the challenge even competitiveness, next year will be the 14th quickly.I’'m sure there outingsinan AudiR8 aT thistime ofthe ){ear, there'sthe needfora
bigger, soIguess we got morerecognition  seasoninsuccession thata Frenchman will be other kind of LMS and Ferrari F430 different suspension s_et-u p onanalmost
winningthis way.” hasdefended the WRCltitle. “I thinkit’'san racingforme.Rightnow Scuderia. corner-by-corner basis.
M-Sport team principal Malcolm amazingtimefor France,” Ogier added. I'mfocusingon WRC HealsotestedaRed lt'srare — unless you’re Robert Kubicain that
Hfloracewouldbeeven osorand. peopledon troise hisandisbecome temss championenip,  Bed BullRiagim Ausiria Monte test videofrom afew years ago - thatyou
itlerace would be even closer an people don’trealise thisand it becomes ) i .
that’s something Ogier relishes. He normal that the French is winning, but andIwanttospend inthe summer. see spell-binding speed from adriver. But what we

added: “Atthemoment we have four

thisis definitely an exceptional period.”

saw from Tanak was the sort of surefooted early
kilometres which will give him heart and some feel
forthe car. Buthe'd better be a fastlearner. His
team-mates Latvala and Esapekka Lappi will know

Rovanpera: Monte target

Rovanpera looks to begin his 2018 campaign in Monte Carlo

Kalle Rovanpera could start
hisseason at January’s Monte
Carloif discussions with the
event organisers bear fruit.

The17-year-old Finnisstill in
discussions with Skodaand
M-Sport for his programme of
ralliesnext season, with Rally
Mexico expected to be the first
place he would be legally allowed
tocompete. Kalle’sfather Harri
told MNthey are workingtoa
new plan now.

Hesaid: “Younever know what
might be possible. We are double-
checking with the people, but for
sure Sweden isnot possible.”

Theminimum agetodriveacar
in Franceis15,or 18 with a full
licence. Theliaison section out
of Monaco would have to be
completed by Rovanpera’s
co-driver, however, as thatis fixed
at18. “Itwould be good todo
Monte Carlo,” said Rovanpera Jr.
“Thisisone of theralliesin the

year where experience counts for
somuch.”

Rovanpera will tackle five or six
WRCrounds, but the chances of
some British Rally Championship
action havefaded. “Thereare
some clashes,” hesaid. “Butif
there’s some chance of some
Tarmacrallies, it could be good.”

Rovanpera will know whether
he will beafactory Skoda driver
or remain with M-Sport before
the end of thismonth.

Scot Reid takes up a new role with the FIA

Former World Rally champion
co-driver Robert Reid’sreturn to
the governing body of world
motorsporthasbeen confirmed
after heaccepted the presidency of
the Closed Road Commission.

Last week’s general assembly of
the FIA confirmed Reid asa third
commission president alongside
Briton Peter Wright (Safety
Commission)and Alan Gow
(Touring Car Commission).

Reid, who won the WRCtitle
alongside Richard Burnsin 2001,
departed the WRC Commission in
2015 for businessreasons. Hisnew

Photo: Colin Clark

roleinvolves all aspects of safety
for crews, cars, officials, spectators
and the course. “Thisjob dovetails
with the work I've been doingon
the Scottish Government’s
Motorsport Event Safety Review,”
said Reid. “Istepped away a couple
of yearsago because of business
commitments, but when [FTA
president] Jean [Todt] asked me
tobecomeinvolved again, [was
happytohelp.”

Graham Stoker remains sport
deputy president, and Nathalie
McGloin heads up the disability
and accessibility commission.

Volkswagen Motorsport was back in the UK for
the first time since departing Llandudno as
world champion in2016.The Hannover squad
was testing its Polo GTIRS5, with Pontus
Tidemand driving in Dyfi and Raimund
Baumschlager taking over in Sweet Lamb.

well that they'll need to make the most of their
familiarity with the Yaris if they're going to getan
edge on the ex-M-Sport man in the early rounds.

The one driver we got used to wearing all sorts of
colours was Andreas Mikkelsen. Within a few
months, he'd gone from Volkswagen to Skoda,
Citroen and Hyundai. But it looks like blue and
orange willbe the Norwegian's colours for a while
now. But what about his team-mates Hayden
Paddon and Dani Sordo?

We know they're going to be sharing the third i20
Coupe WRC and the Spaniard has now talked
about which events he's going to be doing next year.
Sordo will be in Monte Carlo, Mexico, Corsica,
Portugal, Germany and Catalunya. Which leaves
Sweden, Sardinia, Finland, Turkey, GB and
Australiafor Paddon. Given that Germany's
Saarbrucken base is just a dash down the road from
Hyundai's Frankfurt factory, it's almost certain thata
fourth car could run there and you'd have to say
Portugal would be another popular one to run the
full quartet of i20s.

What's surprising, however, is the decision to take
Sordo to Argentina, the place where Paddon
scored his breakthrough WRC winin 20186. Yes,
Sordo’s been on the Villa Carlos Paz podium twice
before and a Spanish-speaker endears himselfto
the massive South American crowds, but there's
nothing like taking aformer winner back to an event
like Argentina.

/) AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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IS WORTH THE EFFORT

David Evans says longer stages are vital for WRC excitement

can’t think of aweek when 10
kilometres or six miles have
been talked about more in the
world of rallying. What did you
think? Is endurance dead? Are
short stages the only way to
social media nirvana? Is the service
park the only show in town? Let’s see...

Certainly FIA rally director Jarmo Mahonen’s
thoughts on a potential future structure for the
World Rally Championship didn’t do much to
endear him to you, did they?

Thavetosay, I agree with him. We doneed to
develop social media exposure for the WRC and we
do absolutely need to attract a younger audience -
the one that WRC Promoter Oliver Cieslarather
worryingly informs us has an attention span of
between eight and 14 minutes.

Mahonen’s private thoughts on the subject: “If
youwould really like a format for the social media,
we should say that not any stage can be longer than
10 kilometres because then you have the news.”

Yes, we want —need —a social media following,
butat what price?

Six-mile stages would undoubtedly generate
more news, by dint of there being more interview
opportunities at the end of those stages, and more
Twitter chatter. Only afool would deny or overlook
theimportance of social media, it’s the modern
world’s chosen method of media consumption.

Butisn’t there a case of double-standards here?
Whilelauding the use of Facebook and the like for
the sport’s future, Mahonen didn’t give it quite so
much weight when it came to Rally Australia. The
Coffs Harbour-based event is the WRC’s social
media standard-bearer with more than 340,000
followers acrossits social channels;itleads the
way among WRC rounds on Twitter, Instagram
and Facebook. And, while Mahonen was gracious
enough tolabel the Australians’ efforts as
“marvellous” in that direction, the lack of live fans
was a bigger consideration and concern for him.

So, whichisit? Do we want live fans or virtual?

We want both.

But what we want most of allis a strong sport
with strong foundations. And, if we digdown to
those foundations, we won’t find many six-mile
stages. But what we will find is endurance. It’s
noteverything. Butit’s absolutely something.

Both Mahonen and Toyota team principal Tommi
Makinen talk about the current generation World
Rally Carsnot being built for endurance. Why not?

Mahonen was absolutely right when he
questioned Rally Mexico’s use of a 50-mile stage
in 2016. But even more right was the driver who
pointed out the idea was right, it’s just the timing
wasn’t. Icouldn’t agree more. Put that stage first
thing on Friday and watch the world go bananas.

What we need is better live accessinto the stages
themselves —not easy in locations as remote as
Guanajuato-but once we have that, then the
action and the sportitself will drive social media.
Atweetisabout the mostimmediate broadcast
available, which makes it the perfect medium for
communication of splittimes. So a 50-mile stage
with 10 splits at five miles each would generate
huge news, providing there’s something other than
widening gaps between the drivers happening. Slot
itinatthestartof the event and we’ll have a social
media meltdown on our hands.

Iremember sitting with Michele Mouton at Rally
Mexicoin 2012. It was Sunday morning and the
conversation was about one thing. The upcoming
54-kilometre (33-mile) Guanajuatito stage. This
was going to be the longest stage for yearsin the
WRC. We were all on the edge of our seats, Mouton
included. What would the rate of attrition be like?

Rally Australia has strongest social media base, but its physical attendance wasn’t the best

‘Who would manage their tyres? What would happen?
It was all anybody talked about on Sunday
morning. It was all anybody had talked about since
they arrived in Leon. There’s a direct correlation
between the length of stage and the predictability
of the outcome. If you set Sebastien Ogier down a
series of six-mile stages, he’slikely to be at or near
the top almost every time. Send him into a 50-miler
and who can say? Any driver’s more prone to
mistakes thelonger they concentrate and the
stresses of amechanical sport are far more likely
tobe exposed when a car’sin ‘stage’ mode for the
thick end of an hour, rather than just five minutes.
And what does every fan love? Unpredictability.
Mahonen talks about there being a revolution in
rallying. “We can’t,” he says, “go back to the old good

times. Itry tosayrallying how we used to know it in
the past,itdoesn’t existanymore, it’sracingon gravel.”
Icansee hispoint. But his talk about the need of a
degree of standardisation... that scares me.
Standardisation is absolutely necessary in areas
like the results service and the tracking of the cars
—David Richards was absolutely right about that in
thelate Nineties-but the standardisation and
centralisation of routes is absolutely not
necessary. David Richards was absolutely
wrong about that in the late Nineties.
If endurancein sport doesn’t work anymore,
why do so many millions still tune in to watch a
seemingly endless bike race through France? Or
acarracethattakesafull day? Orarally through
the dunes that takes 15 days?

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Mahonen’s comments angered many fans

Enduranceis, for me, still an absolutely vital part
of what we do. Of course these cars can make it
through an endurance event, they just can’tdoit at
the speed the drivers would like them to. Butisn’ta
measured approach, managing the car and getting
ittothefinish a vital part of our sport as well?

One of the primary appeals of rallyingis the
simple fact thatit’snot bound by the confines of a
circuit. It’sbound by nothing but our imagination
(and adegree of commercial realism).

It saddened me to hear Mahonen castigating
Rally GBforitslongdays andlack of time in
service. And I genuinely beg to differ when Jarmo
talks about service being the place for the show.

For me, the show is, and always will be, out there
inthestages.

D HOW KRISTOFFERSSON LANDED THE BIG PRIZE IN WORLD RX > > D>PAGE 26]
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‘Hill wins on R5 debut,
Wheeler takes C2 title’

Rockingham Stages report, p18

Marks cancelled
because of snow

Rockingham Stages organisers
decided toabandon theevent’s
second day, with the separate
Sunday Stagesalso cancelled
after snow hit the Corby circuit.
The 0900hrs scheduled start
was initially delayed by an hour
before clerk of the course Simon

which wasreceived with
applause from competitors.

Will Hill and co-driver Richard
Crozier, making their Ford
FiestaR5competition debut,

Marks made the announcement,

finished Saturday’s running
with a40-second lead after six
stages and were awarded victory
(see rallyreports, page 18).
Marks told Motorsport News:
“We’d setthe stagesout with the
forecastin mind so the chicanes
could have easily been widened
sowe came here with hope. But
with the snow getting heavier,
the safety officer wentround
andfeltit wasnotrighttosend
thecarsout.
“Withuptosixinchesand

more snow forecast, thefirst
priority for meisthe safety of
marshals. Asthe snow
thickened we decided that we
hadnooption but to cancel
today’srunning.”

Mazda MX-5runner Dale
Crowsley agreed with the call:
“It’stherightdecision, Idon’t
thinkitissafe out there. You
can’tseethecircuit or where the
apexesare.”

Despite the majority siding
with the decision, some

STAGES RALLY CANCELLED
AFTERFIRS]

competitorsdid feel aggrieved
by the shortened running.

Peugeot 306 Maxi driver Dave
West said: “Fromthe
competitors’ point of view, it was
the wrong decision. Visibility
wasn’tbrilliant but from the
serviceareayoucanstill seethe
otherside of thecircuit.”

Stephen Beck, who ended the
rally inthird, agreed: “Iwas
quite happy togooutthereand
have somefun. That’s whatit’s
allabout.”

McGonigle targets Irish National attack

Irish TarmacRally
Championship frontrunner
Joe McGonigle will switch to
thelrish National Rally
Championshipfor2018ina
Mini John Cooper Works
World Rally Car.
McGonigle, who finished
thirdintheITRCthisyearin
aSkoda FabiaR5,ismaking
theswitch duetotakingona
new business.
“We’rebuildingabarand
restaurantandI won’thave
timetodothe Tarmac
Championship,” said
McGonigle. “It’snotadig

againstthe championship.”

McGonigle has struggled to
transition to the R5from his
previous Fabia S2000.

“Ineverreally liked the
feeling of the R5car,” he
added. “Talways preferred the
feeling in the S2000.

“If youdo the National
ChampionshipinanR5car,
youdon’treally have anyone
toraceand youshouldn’tbe
abletoracea WRCcarinan
R5.Theonly way togoisto
drive a World Car sowe’lldo
thatinone of Derek
McGeehan’s Minis.”

The Peugeot 205 will need a new 'shell and gearbox

Weys write-off 205 in first mile at Rockingham

Ross and Conor Wey wrote-off
their Peugeot 205 GTIinless than
amile duringthe openingstage
of the Rockingham Stagesrally
last weekend.

Headinginto the narrow tunnel to
passunder thecircuit, they hitthe
concrete surround causingalengthy
delay after only nine cars had taken to
theroute.

The1.9-litre car snapped into
oversteer and the subsequentimpact
caused terminal damage toboth the
bodyshell and gearbox.

Thepassenger side bore the brunt
of thedamage, with the A-pillar and
roof bucklingupwards under the
force and the footwell intruding back
into the cabin. Co-driver Conor was
fortunate to escape with only minor
cutsandachesinhislegs.

“Comingthrough the corner welet-

off alittlebit,” said Conor. “It wasata
rightangle and the back end slipped
and there was nothing you could do.
Wehit the corner of the tunnel.

“Itwould have beennicetoevendoa
fulllap before crashing, letalone not
wantingto crash atall. We think the
engine should be alright, but the
gearbox and frontend are done—it’1l
need anew ’shell.”

Duringthe morning’sdriver
briefing, competitors were told not
to weave to warm their tyres on the
way tothestage duetothe
unrestricted access spectators had
toserviceroads.

With cars setting off at 30-second
intervals, three entrants also took the
stage between theincidentand
stewards beingable to halt
proceedings. They all stopped before
reachingthe wrecked 205.

= MIAURICE
IMIALONE

“Where does
prize money get
you in rallying?”

i
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RALLYING IN IRELAND

he Billy Coleman Award:
where from here?

As with every other year, the
nominees for the Billy Coleman
Award represented some of the
bestyoung rallying talent that
this smallisland has to offer. Eight young drivers,
allchosen based on their performances on
various events or through championship
victories, all thoroughly deserving of their shot at
the 50,000 euro (£44,154.00) prize.

The candidates were quizzed at Motorsport
Ireland HQ on everything from car set-up to
fitness. The judging panelincluded individuals
from different spheres of the sportincluding
competition, organisation, PR and media, as
well as arepresentative from Sport Ireland.
From that the final three were chosen —

Kevin Eves, Jonny Treanor, and Callum Devine.

You've probably already heard that Devine
scooped the prize ata ceremony in Dublin last
week, the icing on the cake for the Derry man
afterahugely successful 2017.

Callumis heading for the JWRC next year, a
huge opportunity.

To the casual observer, the Billy Coleman
Award could therefore be seen to be doing its
job of springboarding young talent to further
success. A quick glance down through the list of
winners reveals names like Keith Cronin (2007)
and Craig Breen (2009), the former amultiple
British champion, the latter a Citroen factory
driver with a big future at the sport's top level.

However, dig alittle deeper, and questions
start to arise. What happened to recent winners
Rob Duggan, Dean Raftery, and Daniel
McKenna? All three had showed huge promise,
before their stints in the WRC's junior ranks
petered out. They didn’t wake up one morning to
find their talent had suddenly disappeared;
Duggan’s onboard from last weekend's Killarney
Historic Rally is a graphic demonstration of that.

Scan back up to the figure at the end of the first
paragraph: 50,000 euro. It's alot of money to
most people, especially so for a club competitor.
Unfortunately, for someone with the aspiration,
commitment and talent to reach the pinnacle of
the sport, but no big budget to add to the prize
fund, it's almost fruitless.

Motorsport is expensive, we all know that. In
Ireland, it's become almost prohibitively so.
The Award process highlighted a fundamental
flaw with the Junior categories: some of the
drivers are setting top-10 times overall, and
while there's no doubting that they're
phenomenally fast pilots, they're using
20-year-old Honda Civics that are so highly
developed they may as well be Formula 2 cars
atthis stage. Yet, the rules allow this. What
hope does a guy starting out have in a Group
N version of the same basic vehicle?

What can be done? I've run out of space in
this particular column, but there are options.

Tighter Junior regulations should have been
enforced years ago, and maybe a look at what
governing bodies on the continent do for their
young talent wouldn't go amiss. The sportisin
the throes of a major crisis in this country as it
is. It needs to change, and fast.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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ByJack Benyon

Callum Devine is targeting
outings in the Junior World
Rally Championship next
season after winning the

Billy Coleman Award.

The Opel Adam R2driver was
announced as the award winner
last week, beating Jonny Treanor
—second in the Irish National
Rally Championship Junior class
—and Irish Tarmac Modified
champion Kevin Eves.

“It’sfantastic,it’'sanawardI've
been lookingat for a while seeing
all the winnerslike CraigBreen,
Keith Croninand the two
Moffetts—Sam and Josh,” said
Devine, who was co-driven this
year by Keith Moriarty.

“It’'sgreattobenamed onthe
award beside themall.”

After winning the Billy
Coleman Award and the Prestone
Motorsport News Junior British
Rally Championshipin2017,the
Londonderry driver hasracked
upjustover £70,000in prize
money —£43,000 from the award
and £30,000for his JBRC title.

He’snow hopingtotake onthe
- restructured Junior World Rally
~  Championship, which uses Ford

FiestaR2Tsand Pirelli tyres.
“Next year we had some options

"’
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Devine:Billy Coleman winner

togoR5ormaybe godown the
route of theERCinanR2,” said
Devine. “ButI've always wanted
totrythe WRC, and after
winningthe JBRC and along
with the Billy Coleman Award it
seems best to go and try it while
the supportisthere.”

Devinedrove a FiestaR2T for
thefirst three rounds of the
JBRC, taking a best of second on
the Pirelli International. After
the JBRChe stepped up todrivea
Fiesta R5 which, despitelacking
thelatest updates, he steered to
25th overall on Wales Rally GB.

“Itwould benicetostayinR5
for sure, butIfeelit would benice
tosample more WRC events and
that’s probably morerealistic to
dothatinanR2atthe moment,”
Devineadded.

“Iwould learn moreasIhave o
good knowledge already for
the R2-speccars.”

DEVINE TARGETS JWRC AFTER
'WINNING BILLY COLEMAN

Londonderry man secures £70,000 boost to wards hls 2018 efforts =

= &

Devine won the Junior BRC
and is targeting step-up

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Pro-Rally Photography

Watrma.n drove R2T'in Poland

BRC youngsters
taste R2T in Poland

A number of drivers from the
British Rally Championship
headed to Poland last week to
learn more about the Junior
World Championship at
M-Sport’s new factory.

Prestone Motorsport
News Junior British Rally
Championship winner
Callum Devine, and Cadet
Class drivers Nabila Tejpar
and Alex Waterman were
all part of the day.

Wales Rally GB winner
Elfyn Evans was on hand to
give tuition as drivers had
the opportunity to sample
the Ford Fiesta R2T.

“We got todrive the R2T with
Elfyn, so it was good to drive
that ahead of potentially
moving to that next year,” said
Waterman, who finished third |
in the Cadet Classin 2017. g 1|

“We’relooking at JBRC |
next year, stepping up into
the Fiesta R2T.

“We’ll hopefully do a few
select WRC rounds as well.
The BRC calendar looks really |
good and we’ve got experience
on every round now. We can
start tolearn the car and =
develop our skills.” 1

Waterman will test the R2T =

__:;g in Wales today (Wednesday).

First Guernsey Stage
Rally set for 2018

Guernsey’sfirst stagerally will take
placein 2018 after being given official
permission torun by theisland state’s
authoritieslast week.

The organiser, Guernsey Kart &
Motor Club, confirmed that the
Environment and Infrastructure
Department had rubber-stamped
aone-day, closed-roads event that
isscheduled for Saturday,

February 24 next year.

Therally istheresult of several
months’ work by ateamled by
GK&MC chairman Karl Marshall.

“Istarted planning thisevent 18
months ago, gauging opinions from
local Parish Deputies and Constables
before personally contactingevery

resident on the proposed route,’he said.

“We wanted tomake sure we
properly addressed any concerns
and questions, and the feedback has
been very positive.”

A safety plan and proposed route
were then submitted tothe MSA,
which approved them in October.

Therally will consist of eight night
and eight daylight stages, offering
competitorsaround 15.6 competitive
milesontheisland’snarrow and
twisty roads.

Marshall says heis very happy
with theinterest already shown
by competitors: “We posted a flyer on
thenoticeboard at the Jersey Rally
in October, which produced alot of
enquiriesfrom Jersey and mainland
crews. We have also had interest from
thelIsleof Man.”

The regulations for the British

released, while registrations
will open at the Autosport

The championship has
historically opened the
registrations at the NEC event,
January 11-14in 2018, and has

Rally Championship have been

International Show in January.

promised a new prize structure

Registrations for BRC will
be at the Autosport Show

BRC targets new prize structure as regs are out

for next season. “We’ll offer a
full package of incentives in
career development programmes
and prizes for all of the classes,
and the plan is to announce
these at the Autosport Show,”
said championship manager
Iain Campbell.

There are no major changes
in theregulations from 2017.

R walesrallygb.com

North West Stages in 2019 closed-roads return

Organisers of the North West Stages
Rally hope to use closed-road stages
ontheeventin2019,ahead of a switch
toafull closed-road only formatin
the comingyears.

The event organisers have elected
nottoruntherallyin February 2018,
astheylook toorganise anew event
the year after next.

“We’ddecided at theend of last year’s
event thatif we couldn’t getany more
venues or any closed-road stages we
probably wouldn’t want torunitinthe
same formataslast year,” said rally
director Dave Read. “Not that there’s
anything wrong with it, but we felt it
was becomingabit stale.

“We were hoping we might stand a
chance of having some closed-road
stagesnext year,and by that Imeannot
afull event of closed-road stages but
one or two stages for February.

“Itvery quickly became apparent that

there wasno way we’d get the closed
roadsthroughintime oreverything
doneintimetoapply.”

Event bosses have always worked
hard tomixupitsformat. Organisers
aretargetingnew stages thankstothe
legislation passed in April 2017, making
the ability to get a closed-road permit
easier. The Motor Sports Association
now award them with the approval of
thelocal authority.

“We think the eventin 2019 will
probably still be based in Blackpool and
stilluse some of the stagesand venues
we’ve used in the past,” added Read.
“We’relookingat theaddition of a
couple of closed-road stages onto
theformat that we had before.

“It’slike dipping your toeinto
the water of closed roads, and then
hopefully when we’ve done that
the ultimate goal is to go full-closed
roads further down theline.”

The NorthWest Stages wanted to avoid becoming stale by missing ’18
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ROUND-UP

Gavin Edwards and Daniel
Jones led at the halfway point
intheir Ford Escort Mk2, and
only dropped four seconds over
the remaining three sections to
take victory on the JJ Brown
Memorial Rally which, 30
years ago, was the final round
ofthe Motoring News Road
Rally Championship. For this
year the Caernarvonshire and
Anglesey Motor Club renewed
sponsorship from the same
local butchers, O G Owen &
Son,asin 1987.

Steven John Williams/Huw
Rhys Manion and Geraint
Williams/Aron Jones rounded
out the top three, bothin
Ford Escort Mk2s.

Atotal of 54 cars were

HILLAND
CROZIE

REPORTS _ __

Rockingham Stages Rally “Thisiscompletely differentto =~ Championship victory at

weren’t very happy with me. I
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Vaudin, who had crossed over

whittled downto 31 ona By MattKew my old 1.6-litre Fiesta,” Hill said. Knockhill in Scotland. haven’tdriven the car forayear from the ChannelIslands, were
sleety night. Semi-Experts  Organiser: Thame MotorsportCluband Middlesex “I'mreally enjoyingit, butI've Hehad setthe fourth fastest andI’'mjustdrivinglikead***.” asolid fifth place beforea
Gwynfor Jones and Chris L County Automobile Club When: December/10 justgottolearntobrakelater timeontheopeningstage,before ~ Asaresult, Chris wasplanned snapped throttle cable sent
Evanstook the class with an Where: Rockingham Motor Speedway, Corby and touse the extra power. It’s beinghanded a 30s penalty for totake overfor Sunday. them tumbling down 22 places.
excellent seventh overall. Rhys | Championships: GwynneSpeed Raly Challenge, gettingused to the twitchy clippinga chicane that dropped EscortRS-runners Paul Despitea quick fix to the Mazda
Jonesand Gwenan Haf Jones AEMC/ASEMC, ACSMC, The BIMW Cup, The Middlesex 1 ature more than anything.” himand co-driver Keith Hill/ Alicia Miles were the MX-5, therally’s premature end
took the Novice awards. Ghallenge Starters: 59 Stages: 12. Continuingin similar fashion Hounslow to 15th. On the only previous event winners consigned them to 27th.
DaveVThomas after finishingsecond on the reversed route for stage three tocompete. The2012and’13 Mat Wheeler won the
Results Will Hill’s first competitive Jersey Rallylast time out, he committed the same offence, victorsbattled againsta burst GwynneSpeed Rally Challenge
Organiser: Caernarvonshire Anglesey MC outing in a Ford Fiesta RS Darryl Morris and Steve Gully ripping off the left-wingand rear shock absorber, but title for the first time. Trevor
awng“g:]fifne%emi:tﬂ/ ngs‘f"'l'v:ss g’;gﬁ‘iﬂ:‘a was all about building endedasrunners-up.Pleasantly ~ wassubsequently rewarded ultimately only lost one spot to Short won the Max class.
£ ane:y 90 miles. ) confidence and finding surprised by the gripin their witha stage maximum. themechanical troublesand Results
1 Gavin Edwards/ Daniel Jones (Ford Escort) the limitin the new car. Ford Escort MKk2, they ended “I'mjustsmashingthecarto finished fourth behind Stephen 1 Wil Hil/Richard Grozier (Ford Fiesta R5) 47m35s;
Tm 255; 2 Steven Johin Willams/ Huw Rhys | Thatheandexperienced all butstage four in second, bits,”hesaid. “Thestewards Beck/Paul Brown. 2 Damyl Moris/Steve Guly (Ford Escart Mk2) +A0s;
Manion (Escort) +515; 3 Geraint Wilams/Aron co-driver Richard Crozier took alsotaking Class 3honours. With the grandstands blocking 3 Stephen Beck/ Paul Brown .(Escm- W2); 4 Paul
Jones (Escort); 4 Elgan Price Williams/ lanto . N King/Alicia Miles (Escort RS); 5 Robin Adams/Ray
Fon Jones (Escort): 5 Carwyn Evans/Dylan acleansweep of stagestowina Dave West took over from son .. thesun over thebankedsections  eith (Escort); 6 David Cathercale/ Giyn O0'Del
John Willams (Escort); 6 Gareth Rhys Jones/ shortened Rockingham Stages Chris behind the wheel of their of the oval, Beck/Brown (Escort); 7 Martin Stockdale/ Mark Swallow (BMW
fwan Rhys Jones (Suzuki Baleno); 7 Gwynfor rally (seenews, page 15) by 40 Peugeot 306 Maxi, freshfrom )\ swapped tyresontheir Escort ~ 1M); 8 Roland Brown/Temy Luckings (Escort MK1);
#a'leggm:rf %Egzéﬁicgrgnﬁélﬁpggsgm secondsreflected both theR5’s thelatter’s Motorsport z \ MK2 and found extra pace gmg‘ugl"g::{ E;':k[:'"(scﬁsgrgs ISURAa”m)'(‘)’
Biryn Jones (Vaudill Nova); 10 Son Efon inherentpaceand therateat News CircuitRally throughtheicy patchesto Class winners: Morris/Guly; King/ Mies; Chris
Morris/ Harriet Helen Froom (Renaut Clio). which Hill acclimatised to the averhaul the deficit. Gravestock/ Mark Harmer (Citroen CZR2); Matt
Ellassl w;rénelz_s: II]Edwards/Jnrlleﬁ;CSteffag step-up from an R2-spec Fiesta, MatWheeler:C2 Cometheend of stagefive, Endean/Suze Endean (Nissan Micra); Adam Ripper/
ME‘A{(G\X;?"- Etsl";; E-v eﬂ (Vauan orﬂa)’d which hehasused since 2015. series champion Dale Crowsley/John Paul Gallagher (Nissan Micra).
Clslrc Ty[;glflg)l 0DIN harvey tvans ( onaa |
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Anthony Reid tried his hand at something rather more hudget, hy Kevin Turner

BICC

3

he 750 Motor
Club’s Classic
Stock Hatchis
one of the most
competitive
clubseriesin
the country.
Having grown out of the Stock
Hatch category, the Classic
variant gained championship
statusin 2012 and has gone
from strength to strength.
Therelativelow cost—2016
champion Matt Rozier estimates
he spent £4500 on his title-winning
campaign —isoneappeal, and soisthe
competitive nature of the multi-make
competition. Although Ford Fiesta
XR2idriver Lee Scott won this year’s
title by arelatively comfortable
48 points, seven driversin four
typesof cartook winsinthe 14-race
contestand the average winning
margin wasjust under two seconds.
One of those winners was former
British Touring Car star Anthony
Reid, who took up the offer of a
Motorsport News guest drive in one
of the Rozier family’s Peugeot 205
GTIsatBrands Hatch. Reid has
driven allmanner of tin-topsand
wasa winner duringthe BTCC’s
Super Touringera,soisanideal
person to give his views on one of
the UK’sclubgems.

Firstimpressions
Reid already has some knowledge of
the cars when hearrivesat Brands
forrounds seven and eight, thanks
toan Autosporttrack testat
Silverstone earlierin the year. He
picked out the205as the car that best
suited him andis quickly up to speed.
Carryinghisold Nissanrace
number-23-Reid qualifies the
125bhp hatchback third, just
0.09s behind the pole-winning
Vauxhall Nova of Pip Hammond,
who he follows for a while.

TARINAREA

“Hisengineisstrong, buthe’s
drivingreally well-youcantellhe’s
agooddriver,” says Reid.

Thefrontrunnersare quick and
for some, such as Reid’s team-mate
and double champion Rozier, Classic
Stock Hatch provided an opportunity
heneverthoughthe’d get. “Ithought
racing was one of thoseimpossible
dreams,” hesays. “Thenmydad
started racing in this championship.
Youstill spendloads of timeonit,
buttheseriesisachievable.
We’rerestricted, butit’sstill
properracing.”

Aswellassuccess ballast (up
to75kgmaximum), things are
kept close (and cheaper) with tight
restrictions on what can be done
tothecars. Thereis verylittle
adjustability, which leaves drivers
tofocus on what they dorather than
constantly chase set-ups.

“It’ssodifferent towhatI'mused
to,” adds Reid. “Normally you have
lots of data. A limited-slip differential
isthefirst thing you’dfit, but you're
notallowed to. You can’tbrake as
late as you want to because youlock
awheel.”

Thefixed gearratiosalsohavean
impact on therelative performance
of the carsfrom track to track.
AtBrands, the205really needsa
longer third or ashorterfourth
for Clearways, and loses ground
compared to the Ford Fiestas exiting
thefinal corner everylap.

Surprise victory
Poleman Hammond makesa
terriblestarttorace one and Reid
immediately challenges Marcus
Ward’s Fiesta XR2i for the lead.
Theduoedge away and Reid is
mountingan attack whenarare
clash between Hammond and
Andrew Thorpe’s Citroen exiting
Druids putsboth inthe barriers
and brings out thered flags.

Marcus Ward (55)
led Reid initially

SONABLY PRICEDCAR

Reid enjoyed the camaraderie while racing the Classic Stock Hatch

That gives Reid afront-row slot
for therestartand his best chance of
grabbingthelead. The Peugeot gets
alongside Ford on the run to Paddock
andit’s Ward who backs off first.

Reid grabsthelead and Rozier
briefly snatches second. Rozier’s
battle with Ward allows Reid to build
a2.2slead after twolapsand the gap
continuesto grow. Although Ward
comes back at the Peugeot once
established backin second, heruns
outof timeto catch Reid, who wins
by 2.4s. Remarkably, it’s the first
time in 2017 thata Classic Stock
Hatchraceis won by morethana
second, butit still gives Reid more
insightintothe series.

“Thisis where the championshipis
really interesting,” he says. “The
carshavedifferent strengths and
weaknesses. The Peugeot hasa great,
compliantbalance, very nice. You can
really slingshot through cornerslike
Paddock Hill Bend and Graham Hill
Bend, but-because of the gearing—
the Ford has more torque and gets
off Clearways better. It pulls two car
lengthsand I was never quite close
enough to pounce into Paddock,
which was very frustrating. I was

| BTCC manReid gets alowdown

hoping we’d get traffic, but then there
wastheredflag.

“Therestartreally created the
opportunity for me to pass without
doinganythingrisky. Marcus was
driving extremely well and it was
goingtobe tough to overtake him.

“I'wasabletolock andload
against the handbrake, and as soon
asthelights changedIgottwo really
good starts. Alot of itisdoneon
feel and the track rubbers up. On
the second start I was able to use
another 500rpm because I knew
the tyres were hot. The quaint
thingis youdon’t geta green-flag,
sothere’snochanceto calibrate -
it’sstraightinto the race.

“Wemade equally good restarts,
we almost touched wing mirrors,
butIbravedit outaround the
outside of Paddock, then Marcus
and everyone else tripped up over
each other.Iwas surprised to have
aneasy run because I wasn’tthe
quickest car.”

Some series might be hostiletoa
guestdriver comingin and winning,
but the Classic Stock Hatch crowd
genuinely seem to be interested in
how Reid is getting on and what he

Reid found the Stock
Hatch Peugeot pliable

Reid added to his
win tally at Brands

makes of itall. “Everyone thinks
we’redrivingasfastas we can
and then Anthony shows up!”
jokes Ward.

A toughertest

Forracetwo, Reid has 25kg of success
ballast, while some of those around
himarelighter.

WithnoHammond on the front
row, Reid nevertheless slotsinto
second behind polesitter Ward atthe
start. The Peugeot is again slower off
Clearways and closes under braking
for Paddock, but gradually Ward
edgesaway.

Trouble grabbing third gear at
Graham Hill Bend - Reid selects fifth
more than once—means he becomes
more concerned with what is going
on behind than Ward’s progress.

Rozier completesthefirstlap
insixth, but benefits from aminor
contretemps ahead to climbtothird.
Hecloses on thessister Peugeotand
forces Reid to defend, but the number
23 car holds on totake second, albeit
5.7sbehind Ward.

“Initially I wasjust able to stay with
him, but whenIhadthe gearbox
problemIlostthe tow,” reckons Reid.
“The25kgalsofeelslike 65-70kgin the
BTCC.It’s very significantin one of
theselight cars because they’ve got
solittle power. It’salittle bit savage!”

Awinandasecondisstill a pretty
good haul and Reid is enthusiastic,
evenif the technical restrictions
mean he can’tfine-tunethecaras
muchashe’dlike.

“It’sjustdown tothe drivingand
the strengths and weaknesses of
your caronagiven circuit,” he says.
“Theremust be some fantasticraces
when all the carsareequal.

“It’sareally fantastic
championship, theleast political I've
drivenin. Thereisagreat community
spiritand people share information.
Icansee whyit’spopular.” B
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Gitroen’s rising star talks to David Evans about his life and love of rallying
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ortunately, the
listisn’ttoolong.
ItsaysTotal, Abu
Dhabi, Michelin
and Certina. That
leaves just enough
roomon Craig
Breen’ssleeve for his heart. He’s
always worn it there. Always will.

The Citroen driver’semotionsrun
wild at theend of every stage and
whether he’s sittingon cloud nine or
strugglingto see through the cloud, it’s
impossible for him to hide his feelings.
Stoplinesaround the world this year
have been arollercoaster of emotions
inside Breen and Scott Martin’s Citroen.

Australia, the end of the Sherwood
stage: “That was awesome. Whenitall
comes together, it’s absolutely perfect.
IknowI'mcryingagain...butIjust
lovewhatIdo.”

Butthen he wasn’tjust scared when
the car showed its dark side in Swietajno
atRally Poland. He was... “Petrified.”

Worsethan that... “I’'m constantly
afraid of crashing.”

Otherdriverslook on, bemused and
slightly embarrassed at such sentiment.
Tears, be they derived from torment
or triumph, arejust notreally the
donethinginrallying. Orthey
weren’t until this year.

Breendoes, however, havearather
wider emotional scale than most upon
which todraw. Few have been aslow as

he’sbeeninhis career, and the death
of his co-driver Gareth “Jaffa” Roberts
never strays toofar hismind.

Thankfully, he’s absolutely
unapologeticabouthisreaction; he can’t
control hisemotions. Why should he?
Poker faces are 10-a-penny, youand I
want to know what that stage win or that
puncturemeans to him. The answer’s
etchedintohisface. Every time.

Feelings within the Citroen camp have
swungtosuch an extent thatthered
army’s had something of the bipolar
aboutit. But Breen’s collection of six
fifth places this term have provided a
constant, allowing breath to be drawn
intheracefromherotozero;zeroto
hero. Andback. And back.

Afterlandingastep on that most
coveted of podiums—Finland -in 2016,
Breen steppedintohisfirstyearasa
factory World Rally Championship
driver (the 2016 DS 3 WRCs were run
by the PH Sport squad) full of optimism
and expectation.

“Theyear with PH-the private team—
last year was perfect for me,” Breen
says. “It was a great way tofilterinto
the whole thing.”

That acclimatisation process was
two-fold. Breen had tostepupfroma
troubled, perceived Peugeot works drive
inthe European Rally Championship
backwater straight into the full force
of aseat with a works team used to
winning world titles for fun. And he had

Breenhad a chequered record with Peugeot in both European rallyingand WRC2

togetused toaradically faster car (and
onethat worked).

“If ’d gone straight from the R5 to this
[C3WRC],it would have beenabitof a
shock,” he says. “Ireally think last year
wasa great natural progression. OK,
Yves [Matton, Citroen team principal]
wasateveryrally and there wasa
contractlooming, butitdidn’tfeel
like there was alot of pressure. It
wasagreatenvironmenttolearn
inandagreat cartolearn with.

“It’sfairto say, lastnew year’sevel
would have been cominginto this year
thinking: ‘OK, we’ve got one podium
under our beltin thefirst year, what’s
stopping me taking more podiums
onrallies I'm familiar with and even
fightingfor a victory?’ Ireally wanted to
dothatand naturally I'm disappointed
we didn’tfight for a victory. We fought
closetothe podium, but there’s been
times when we have definitely
struggled, for sure in the first half of the
season. Wehad alot of work todoand it
changed the focus of the whole thing.

“We were developing the car during
therally and tryingtomake things
happen earlier this season. The goal
posts shifted from where they were
atthestartof theyear.”

Ultimately though, Breen delivered
on what Citroen’s team management
asked of him.

“That’strue,” says Breen. “Yves
wanted to see top-five finishes and we

got six of those, soI'm happy we did
what we were asked to.”

Look back at the unfolding season
and you’ll see that Breen was Citroen’s
leading point-scorer until Meeke
secured his second win of the year
in Spain. The Irishman’s not about
tobe blinded by statistics.

“Yes, we were the top Citroen for a
while and people might say: ‘Jeez, it’s
greatyou're thelead driver, blah de
blah de blah’. But I knowin my own
mind that’snot thereality,” he says.

“If Kris had finished every rally
where he was before X or Y happened
he would have been away. In adriver’s
mind that’s allTthink about. I want to
go faster and make my goals higher.
Idon’t want torest on my laurels and
say I'm theleading driver who finished
fifth on everyrally,I won’t be that guy.
IwanttodomyjobandIwanttobe
world champion.”

Finland last year was about Meeke
arrivinginaclub he’d only previously
dreamed of joining. Even through the
two junior world titles he scored, you
always got the feeling Breen feared he
was out of hisdepth. In Jyvaskyla, he
caught the wave and rode it.

“Finland last year was abigdeal,”
he admits. “If you’re goingtodoit
anywherethat’sthe place. After that
rally Isaid tomyself: ‘Do you know what,
jeez, if we can dothisand stay up the
front on one of mostdifficult rallies of

year thenIdeserve my place here
andIshouldn’tfeel out of depth’. This
iswhere we deserve to be.

“Idofeel athome here [in the WRC]
and very much part of the whole
family. This has been a big year with
all the testsand therallies, but now
Idofeel, somehow, moulded much
more into the whole thing. I feel this
ismy place, thisismy job. That
starstruck side of things has gone.”

It’s telling how long Breen spends
talkingabout earning and enjoying
hisplace at the table. His deference to
the sportisadmirable and absolute.
Buthisraisond’etrehasn’t changed.

Moments after assuring me he’s
down with the WRCKids, he grins.

“I'mnot starstruck anymore, but
Istilllove what I’'m doing,” he says.
“Don’t get me wrong, I really, really
enjoy this.”

That much has never been in doubt.
There’s areal feeling that Breen’s
notjust doingthis for himself either.
Of course he’snot, he’s doingit with
co-driver Martin as well. And he’s
doingin memory of Roberts, thisis
where they were both headed. This
was meant to be their adventure and it
would have been had the Welshman
not been killed when their Peugeot
207 S2000 crashed off the road on the
Targa Florioin 2012.

“WhenIgointhe car,that’stheplace
where Ifeel closest to him,” says Breen.

Breen and Martin took a big breakthrough podium finish on Rally Finland in 2016



“When Iputthe helmet on and close
thatdoor,I'minthat place again.I
don’t want to getall spiritual and say
Ifeel apresence or anythinglike that,
butIjustfeel that’sthespacelshared
themost with him and I want to spend
asmuch timein thatspaceasIcan.”

There’sno doubt Breen takes
strength from the memory of Roberts,
butatthe sametime, it doesn’t take
much to take him back to that horrible
day five years ago.

“If there’sa corner that’s similar,
thenitmightbe: jeez, putaminuson
that’ orI'll stick a ‘keep in’in the note
for that bend. It doesn’t happen often
and I wouldn’t say it restricts me, but
given what’s happened... Iknow what I
cando. Andif 'mnot confidentin the
car, and that’s been the odd rally this
year, then I've chosen to walk when
perhapsIneededtorun.If the caris
behaving strangely then I will try to
protecteverythingas muchasIcan.
But put meinalast-stage shoot-out
and I'll throw the kitchen sink atit.”

It was certainly strange in Poland,
when the changeable conditions got
the better of Breen and the Citroen.

“Ilostitin Poland,” says Breen.
“Ithappens sometimes, youlose
the confidence. Kris had something
similarin Germany and Andreas had it
in Sardinia. If the car does something
you're not expectingon arally thatis
so fast, you get a couple of moments
and that takes the confidence. I wasn’t
prepared to put my neck on theline
and take therisks, especially when we
were still far away; even when we had a
perfect stage we were still far away. It
feltlike we were on wing and a prayer.”

Meeke was missing from Poland,
but the Northern Irishman could
easily empathise with life on that
wingand that prayer.

What Breen and Meeke need
nextseasonisthe sortof solid and
consistent base we’ve seen Citroen
building towards through thelatter
partof thisyear.

“Ithink Thave alot moreto give,” says

Breen. “For sure there’sbeen flashes,
onsome stages. BeforeIgettothestop
line, and before I hear on the [time on
the]radioIknow that’sme, that’sme
puttingina fairresult.

“There were a couple of scratch
timesin Portugal, and Germany
was OK when it all worked. It’s not
the maximum, but that’satruer
representation of wherelam. Asa
global package, there’s somuch more
to give and so much more inside me.
In GBIstarted to get the confidence
and that was afair representation: to
match Kris and beat him consistently
duringtherally, that’squitea
landmark to arrive at especially on
thatrally. We’re getting there.”

And soisBreen’srelationship with
Meeke. Twelve months ago, it was still
very much master and pupil. Asfaras
the older of the two Emerald Islanders
isconcerned, Breen hasearned his
stripes now.

Breen says: “Before we would walk to
parcferme, shake hands and say: ‘How
youdoing?’ Butin thelast six or eight
months, Ithink we’ve got really close.
Before this, and thisisn’tin a bad way,
butIdon’tthink he’d have valued my
opinion and I can understand that—
you have some kid landing with these
ideas. But now we work really well
together. Sometimes at a test Kris will
try somethingand Idon’t bother. Itake
his experience completely, there’s no
need formetotryit.”

Talking to Breen is always
enormously refreshing. It’snot just
hisenthusiasm for the job or hislove
of thesport, it’stheresolute willingness
toanswer every question. Nothing’s
dodged and every question is answered,
mostly with breathtaking candour.

So, whatabout next year?Isitrealistic
totalk titles?

“No,” hesays. “I'mnot 100 per cent
ready tofight for the championship.

If Iwentintonextyearaimingfora
world championship-injustmy
second year in thisteam—-thenI’dend
up puttingmyself under toomuch
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B Irishman wears his
Y| heart on his sleeve

pressure and I could fall flat on my face.

“I'wanttokeep the consistency from
this year, but move up three or four
places [from fifth].

“Istillneed tolearnrallies. People g
say I'vebeenaroundalongtime,butl &

still don’t have so much experience of
some of the events. Look at Jari-Matti
[Latvala] and how many times he has
done some of these events thatI'm still
coming to for the first time, places like
Mexico. And people have noidea of

the difference in landing down these
roadsinanR5 car compared with a
2017 World Rally Car. It takes a while

to get your head aroundit.

“One of the areas where Ifeel I've
really progressed is with the quality
of my pacenotes. Last year my notes
were generally a bit on the slow side.
Ifound it difficult to understand how
much speed a World Rally Car would
carry in some places. SoI’d make the
notes alittle bit cautious and then
realise how much quicker I could go.
I’ve got the experience for thisnow.”

And the person who’s helped him
gain that experience is the man who
sitsnexttohim.

Martinisa cool, calm, understated
and underrated co-driver with 109
WRC starts under his belt. Taking on
the job of co-driving Breen came
with baggage, but havinglost his own
mentor Michael ‘Beef’ Park under
similar circumstances, the Cumbrian
was better equipped than most.

“Scott does everything,” says Breen.
“He goes far and above the call of duty.
I’m probably not the most normal
of drivers! He looks out for me.”

Looking out for Breen comes
naturally. He’s a straightforward rally
man who canrelate to every weekend
warrior up and down the land.

In 2012, there were those who thought
he’dlosteverythingin that crash. But
how could Breen stop? The thought of
giving up on his own dream was bad
enough, but giving up on Roberts’
dream was inconceivable.

Hechosetoliveitinstead. ®
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Death of co-driver Gareth
Roberts (1) hit Breen hard
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Breen is now over

being ‘starstruck’



Will Formula Ford cars
have to use a Halo?

Formula 1 will hse
the Haloin 2018,
but will it feature
inclubracing?

By StefanMackley |
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gly. An
overreaction.
Destroyingthe
DNA of racing.
These are just
some of the words
and phrases used
todescribe the Halo device,
which from next year will be on
all Formula 1 cars, having been
brought in by the FIA on safety
grounds. This, despite nine out of
10teams votingagainstits
induction earlier this year.

Thedevice sitsaround the opening of
the cockpit, shielding the driver,and
hasbeenintroduced with head
protectioninmind.

Itsmain purposeistoprevent the
outcome of accidentslike those
suffered by Henry Surteesin 2009
duringa Formula2race,and Justin
Wilsonin2015duringan IndyCarrace—
both of whom were killed when errant
debrisfrom another car struck them
onthehead.

Since 2011, the FIA hasbeen
researchingvarious technologies and,
forthetimebeingatleast,hasdecided
togowith the Halo.

F1’sfeeder series, Formula 2, willalso
use the new technology from next year
before the new International Formula 3
chassis will includeitfor2019. And, like
all safety features, such as the Frontal
Head Restraint (FHR), fireproof
overalls or even seatbelts, it will trickle
down through the formulae to the
bottom rungs of motorsport.

But what of it comingtoclub
motorsportinthe UK? What arethe
chancesthatinfive, 10, maybe 15 years’
time all single-seater or open cockpit
carsin Britain will featurea Halo or
similar protection device?

“Wedohave tomanage therisk of
course, in aperfect world we would
introduce all the safety systems that
youhave for Formula 1and a World
Rally Car down to club motorsports but
thereality is you would then destroy
clubmotorsport, you wouldn’thavea
sport.” Those are the words of the
Motor Sports Association’s (MSA)
technical director, John Ryan, whois
also vice-president of the FIA’s single-
seater commission-whichisheaded
by ex-Ferrariteam principal Stefano
Domenicali. Ryanis well in the know
whenitcomestothelatestregulations
andresearch thatis being conducted by
the FIA’s Global Institute.

“Itisabigrisk-managementexercise
and we’re constantly reviewing our
regulations on how we can actually
make subtle changes without effecting
the sport toomuch financially, but
actually having a positive effect on
safety,” headds.

“You have to always be careful with
safety because sometimes you can
make changes that you think in theory
sound good butactually in practice
don’treally doanything.”

Gotoany clubmeeting inthe UK and
after speakingto only a handful of
driversorteams youaresuretohear
thatmost sobering of words: ‘budget’.
Nearly all clubdrivers are pushing
forevery penny in order to compete
notjustfortheyear,butusuallyona
race-by-race basis.

A severemechanical failure
orcrash canputacarand
driver outformost of the
racingseason,and their
financial conundrums
arenothelped by ever
increasingcoststoenter
eventsand theneed tobuy

more and more safety equipment.

Mike Turnerhasracedinthe Sports
2000 Duratec Championship sinceit
wasrelaunched in 1998, but began
competingbackin1969racingin
Formula Ford, before working with the
March F1and F2teamsin the early *70s
alongside the likes of Ronnie Peterson,
NikiLaudaand Jean-Pierre Jarier.

He’sseen hisfairshare of regulation
changes over the years, many of which
have been met with disdainand
contempt to begin with.

“I'thinkit’slikeall these things, I
remember when they introduced the
mandatory standard for roll-hoops,
people were sayingit was goingtomake
the carsugly,” hesays.

“Ipersonally think it should go down
[into club motorsport]if there’sany
safety advantage.

“Inthe sport youhaveanormal guy,
whomaybehasafamily andhastogoto
gotowork onaMonday.

“Anythingthat canenhance the
safety —there are quite afew people
frommy generation who say that
dangerispartof it, but there’s still
goingtobedangerandit’sgottobe
worth developing andlooking at.

“Itwasabout three years ago thatit

F1will
use the
Haloin

2018

[FHRs] became mandatory and there
were plenty of peoplesayingthat
they now had tospend all thisextra
money and they’re goingtobe
uncomfortable to wear.

“Butnow you’d be hard pushed to
find anyonethat thinksit’sabadidea.

“I'think inalmost every instance
when somethingnew isintroduced
you’ve had aknee-jerk reaction
againstitandthenit settlesdownand
peopleacceptit.

“Youwouldn’t think aboutracing
without seatbelts orroll-hoops now.”

AsTurner pointsout, the
introduction of the FHR was met with
opposition by Formula 1drivers whenit
was made mandatory in 2003, and
likewise when it was brought tothe UK.

Butdriversnow wouldn’t think twice
aboutusingit, let alone other safety
itemsthat have become the norm over
the yearsand prevented countless
injuries,and even deaths.

But Turner concedes thereare
financial concerns.

“Howmuchisitgoingto cost? That’s
goingtobethebigquestion. For most of
usitisfinancial and we shouldn’tbe
doingit[clubracing],it’salwaysabiton
the edge[financially],” he says.

“Someonefaced with athree, four,
five thousand pound build cost to
incorporate this might say they’re not
goingtoracethisseasonuntilthey can
affordto.
“It’'s going tohave a detrimental effect
on gridsand it may put
L peopleoff.”
The debate of money
versussafetyisan
uncomfortable one, butis
nottheonlyissuethat
needsaddressing.
Practicalityisanother.
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Inits ovm study the FIA has been
usinga wheel assembly propelled to hit
the Halo at 225kph (140mph) asthekey
test which needstobe passed.

The Halohasbeen designed to
withstand 15-times the staticload of the
fullmass of the car, makingitthe
strongest part of the vehicle, according
tothe FIA.

While specifications for a Halofitted
to carsin clubmotorsport might not
beasrigorous, thedeviceisn’ta
simple “bolt-on” and would need
tobeintegrated into the design of
the chassis.

“It’slikearollcage,arollcageis only
as strongasthe structure youboltiton
toand the same with belts or seats,”
says Ryan. “Youneed tomake sure the
mountings are significant soin the case
of Halo we need to make sure that the
tub, theactual survival cell, is strong
enoughintheareasit’smountedtoin
ordertotaketheloads.

“It would beno good tohavea
structure that’s strongenough totake
excessive loads but the pointit’sbased
toisjust goingto crumble.

“Sothat’s why it will be very difficult
justtointroduce Haloacrossall club
motorsport. It will have to be a thing of
evolution if it comes down theline. Cars
will have to be designed specifically for
their fitment, it would be difficult to
retrofittomost cars, typical carbon-
typetubsthat we have atthe moment.”

Formulalteamsarefindingoutjust
howdifficultitistoincorporate the
Halointo their design for next year’s
carsasthey try and keep weight as low
as possible —the minimum weight of
the car hasalready been increased by
six-kilograms to account for the Halo.

Italian firm Tatuus has been
building single-seater chassis since it
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The new F2 car will also use
the Halo from next year

was founded in 1980, and currently
produces the latest specification of
monocoques for the BRDC British
Formula 3 Championship.

While no date has been given when
the series will be required to use the
Halo, Tatuus has already begun
looking how toincorporateitinits
chassis and the challengesfaced.

“The situation with serieslike
British F3, Formula Renault, Formula
4,ishow we can upgrade the existing
car with the Halo,” says Gianfranco De
Bellis, managing director of Tatuus.

“Weare studying with the FIA, they
asked ustolook what we candoit. It’s
notan easy jobbecause the Haloisabig
impacton the chassis, theload that you
need toputonthechassis.

“The problem for the junior category,
for example like Formula 4, normally
thefirst period of the new FIA
Formula4 car should expire at theend
of 2019 and tointroduce anew carin
2020. Maybe they postpone alittle bit
this date but now we have the
opportunity to upgrade the existing
car withthe Halobutit’snoteasy, it’s
averybigjob.

“Only the FIA can give the answer
[when it will be introduced on a British
F3car]Ithink the existing car cangoto
the expire periodin the same condition
without Halo because Formula
Renault, Formula4, Formula Toyota,
GP3, they are running without Halo.

“It’snot possible to take the Halo and
fixittothe actual chassis. Weneed to
make a completely new chassisin
order that we aresurethatitcan
accept the Halo [and loads].”

De Bellis also confirmed that the cost
of the Haloitself isn’t theissue, but that
buildingit within the chassisis,and
that potentially is the biggest stumbling

block forit tobeintroduced acrossthe
boardinthe UK.

Hesays: “For usit’s very difficult
becauseevery year the level of safetyis
higher and of course youintroduce
some extra coston the car. Butatthe
same time they ask you to produce a
carlessexpensiveandacarthatis
easy tomanage.

“Soit’s very difficult tomake these
two combinations, but we try todo our
bestjob. The main costin the Haloisnot
theHalo, the tube, it’sthe chassis that
mustsupport theload of crash test of
the Halo.”

For asingle-makeseries, introducing
theHaloisn’tnecessarily a problem
once thefinal design has been approved
asitwillbethesameonevery car.

Butthe problem of creatinga ‘one
makefitsall Halo’ for cars from
different eras and manufacturers
potentially is. Take Formula Ford
1600 for example.

The popular Kent-powered vehicles
have been created since 1967 with
dozens of different marquesfrom Ray
to Spectrum, or Van Diemen to Swift.
Sohow would tryingto geta Haloon all
of them work?

“Wehave got carsfrom two, five, eight

Halo: Can’t just be bolted on

and 15 years ago, multiple years of
car,” says James Oldfield, Formula
Ford team owner and engineer with
Ardenin Formula4.

“Willithave tobefitted tothose cars,
orjusttonew ones builtfrom the date
that Haloisintroduced?

“If every car hastobefitted with the
device-I'mtalking Formula Ford -
you'reonadifferentroute from where
itsheritage hasalwaysbeen.

“For one-make serieslike British F4,
if it’s goingtobe anew chassis, easy it’s
justone design-the same forall cars.
Likewisein British F3, but in Formula
Ford you have got all makes of cars
running completely different chassis
designs. It’s going to be very difficult to
implementin Formula Ford.”

The future path of Formula 1 now
looks settoinclude cockpit shielding,
whether people like them or not.

Fornow, itisthe Halo, but other
concepts such asaperspex
windscreen or canopy —which have
been tested and are still being
developed —could be the better long-
term solution and might well appease
those who have criticised the Halo
based onitslooks andnotits purpose.

Without question the Halois
effective-that’s already been proven
by the FIA’stests and research —and it
islikely to come down to other FIA-
sanctioned formulae, such as British
F4,like everythingelse eventually.

Butwhatisn’tasclearishow
far down it will come and where
national motorsport will draw the line.
British F3? Formula Ford? All single-
seater cars?

As Oldfield says: “Motorsport should
be as safeas canbe. A lot of decisions
have gotto be made above our level and
what they say goes.” Bl
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Getting in and
out proves tricky

Drivers, teams and fans are not keen on aesthetics of the Halo
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GREAT CARS
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One of Britain’s great touring car and sportscar drivers picks his favourites. By Kevin Turner

ith victories
atthe
Daytona,
Sebringand
Bathurst
classics,
and
Europeanand IMSA GT titles
tohisname, John Fitzpatrick
isoneof Britain’smost
underrated drivers.
Fitzpatrick started off racing
his own Mini and still holds the
record as the youngest British
Touring Car (or British Saloon
Carasit was then known)
champion, having won the 1966
crown in a Broadspeed Ford
Anglia, aged 22. He switched to
sportscarracing during the 1970s,
takingmany victories and titles
in various Porsches, but still
found time to win the 1976
Bathurst 1000in a Holden Torana.
Fitzpatrick retired at the end of
1983 tofocus on running his
eponymous team, which scored
successes with Porsche 935s and
956s. His careerisdetailed in his
book, ‘Fitz: My life at the wheel’,
releasedin 2016. Here he picks
out his top three cars for
Motorsport News.

Fitzpatrick: BTCC star

1 FORD ESCORT RS1600

Although already aBTCC champion
by 1971, thanks to dominating the
smaller classes, Fitzpatrick was more
excited about winningraces overall
and taking on the big American V8s,
such asthe Chevrolet Camaroand
Ford Mustang.

Itwasthe BDA-engined Ford Escort
thatfinally allowed him todothatona
regular basis, soitis perhapsno

surpriseitmakeshistop three.In1971
Fitzpatrick took two outright wins at
Brands Hatch and was a frontrunner
elsewherein the Broadspeed-prepared
Escort. He secured the classtitle, but
lost the overall crown to Bill
McGovern’s diminutive Sunbeam Imp.
HealsodroveaFord Cologne version
inthe European Touring Car
Championship, where he scored two

g ISP Vsl

137

successes when not suffering from
persistentengineissues.

“The great thingabout the Escort
was youhadasmall car withan
abundance of power and you could mix
it with bigger cars,” recalls the 74-year-
old. “It was much quicker, the tyres
were bigger and there was more grip
than somethinglike the Anglia.
Suddenly Iwasinapositiontobeata

Fitzpatrick won the 1972

=

Escort had the
power to battle

Camaro or Mustang, or havea good
dice with them, instead of drivingto
win the class [for which drivers scored
the same points as overall wins].

“The engines were fabulous, as was
Broadspeed. There was somany
people blatantly cheatingin those days,
but Ralph Broad would very cleverly
read therules and push to the limit.
There wasno blatant cheating.”

“It was much, much better

Nurburgring 6 Hours for BMW
in a 2800CS, but then moved to

with the wings,” recalls
Fitzpatrick. “It was a super car

Mighty CSL was
§ a thrill to race

“Itwas adifficult choice between
the 935 K4in 1982 and the 956,
which was sensational with the
downforce. But the K4 was areal
brute of athing.

“We had more power than the
956. With our dynoin San Diego,
we didn’t know what power it
was because it wouldn’t accept
more than about 780bhp and it
was still going up at that point.

“Ithad alotof wing, alot of
downforce, butno ground-effect
aerodynamics.”

The K4, which Fitzpatrick’s
own team developed further
throughout 1982 and 1983, was
the ultimate evolution of the 935
that had first appeared in 1976.
Fitzpatrick won four IMSA races
in 1982 and took third place in the
Brands Hatch 1000km. The K4

was still capable of winning
IMSA races the following season,
despite therise of sports-
prototypes such as the Lola T600.

“Ithad agood balance, but you
had loads of power and loads of
grip,” says Fitzpatrick. “By that
time we also had the turbos—half
the battle was keeping the turbos
spinningin the first half of the
corner. There was turbolag.

“We won alot of races with it
and David Hobbs drove with me.
Onerace that standsout wasa
one-hour, one-driverrace at
LimeRockin 1982.It’s quite a
tight circuit and there were
several Lola GTP carsin the
hands of good drivers [John Paul
Jr, Ted Field and Danny Ongais]
andIledtheracefromstartto
finish. That was very satisfying.”

Ford just as the balance of
power shifted from the Blue

Oval to BMW. The 3.0 CSL was

the car tobeatin 1973, but
Fitzpatrick did get his own
chance to drive the German
iconin 1976 when he teamed
up with Tom Walkinshaw in
the Team Hermetite 3.5-litre
car in the World
Championship for Makes.
Victory at the Silverstone 6
Hours was a highlight and
Fitzpatrick found the car
much improved with the
spoilers and splitters that
sprouted after 1972.

to drive and was an easy car to
drive. It braked well and it
handled well.”

The CSL, this time in three-
litre works form, also helped
Fitzpatrick score one of his
earliest international wins,
the 1976 Daytona 24 Hours.

“Istarted thatrace with
Tom [Walkinshaw], but Peter
Gregg was taken ill and we
had some trouble with our
car, so I took over and drove
with Brian Redman.

“It was a great year
for me, largely because of
that car.”

TR =l

Porsche 935 K4 had
huge amounts of power
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TAKES AN EMOTIONAL FIRST WORLD RX TITLE )

Kristoffersson took seven wins in ’17

How the PSX Volkswagen Polo man achieved a title dream. By Hal Ridge

Kristoffersson
was unmatched §

he temperament
of drivers
competingat
thesharpend

of the World
Rallycross
Championship
can be almost totally split into
nationality groups.

Inthe Norwegian corner, Petter
Solbergand Andreas Bakkerud are
renowned for wearing their heartson
their sleeves and letting their emotions
runfree. From France, Sebastien Loeb
israther more subdued come win or
lose. The Swedish fraternity are
only alittlemore excitablethan
the Frenchman however, with the
exception of the Hansen brothers
Timmy and Kevin, with Johan
Kristoffersson and Mattias Ekstrom
doingtheir parttocomplete the
model by keeping their feelingsin
check, most of the time.

But when double-DTM champion
Ekstrom secured the World RX title
atthe penultimate round of the 2016
season, the usually hard-nosed Swede
welled up with unexpected emotion.

Move forward almost 12months,
tothe 10thround of World RX 2017
in Latviaand it was Ekstrom’s
compatriot Kristoffersson who was
within touchingdistance of the crown.

il . .
Marklund got his mojo back in ’17

On the back of four consecutive wins,
itwasmorea case of ‘if’ than ‘when’
the PSRX Volkswagen Sweden driver
would secure the titlein Volkswagen
Motorsport’sadapted World Rally
machine asteam-mate totriple FIA
world champion Petter Solberg.

Kristoffersson hadled the points
since round five at Lydden Hill, where
he overcame Ekstromin the standings
after the Audidriver had impressively
claimed atrio of early season victories
despite hisEKS team’s Audi S1not
havingtheoutrightedge.

Knowingthe title was becoming
withinreach, Kristoffersson had
opened up to talkingabout the prospect
of being world champion on theeve
of the Riga event, but was sure his
emotions would remain under control.
“I'mnot somuch of afeelings person
likethat,” helaughed. “We’ll see.”

Forty eight hourslater, while being
interviewed by television’s Neil Cole
immediately after securing thetitle
with another victory and maximum
points haul, the Swede failed to hold
back thetearsashespokeabout the
level of supporthe had received
from hisfather Tommy, hisfamily
and the PSRX team.

“Ididn’texpect that,I was very
unprepared,” hesays. “That was the
firsttime thatithappened, butit was
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alsothefirsttime Iwasaworld
champion. It was very, very nice
andIletmyself notholditback.”
Kristoffersson can be forgiven his
momentary loss of total control,
after all, formuch of 2017he wasin
absolute command.
Despiteitbeingthe Polo GTI'sfirst
event, Kristoffersson set thefirst fastest
time of the season in Q1 in Spain and
madeittothefinal together with his
team-mate. But even though the
German machines were arguably
thefastest from the beginning of the
campaign, they struggled with the all-
important startline procedure early on
and it was Ekstrom who used all of his
racingexperiencetoclaim winsin
Spain, Portugal and at Hockenheim,
performing double-duty at the latter
alongside hisDTM assault.
Kristoffersson scored the Polo’sfirst
podium in Portugal, and then fought
back from a slow startin his Mettet
semi-final tworounds laterto head
compatriot Timmy Hansen to
victory inthefinal. Solberg was on
untouchable form at Lydden Hill to
leadhomea1-2for hisPSRX team,
but that would be thelasttime
Kristoffersson didn’t stand on the
top step until claiming the titlein
round 10, scoring wins in Norway,
Sweden, Canada, France and Latvia.

With thetitle secured, the Swede’s
worst result of the campaign came
atthe penultimateroundin Germany.
While Solbergbattled through the
pain of apinned broken collarbone
andbrokenribssustainedinaTurn1
semi-final altercation in Latvia two
weeks earlier to finish fourth, an
unsighted Kristoffersson collected
the stationary Ford Fiesta of Kevin
Erikssoninhissemianddidn’t
makethefinal.

Kristoffersson pipped aresurgent
Timmy Hansen for victoryin the
finalround in Cape Town, while
Ekstrom, who had been forced to
miss hishome event at Holjes to fulfil
clashing DTM commitments, edged
Solberg for second in the pointsin
thelast round showdown between
theformer champions.

Solberghadasolid yearinthe
number 11 Polo, but was out of luck
onmore than one occasionand made
mistakestoo, includingstallingon
the semi-final startlinein at Holjes.
That Ekstrom beat Solbergto secondin
the standings, despite missing Holjes,
was all the more impressive from
the outgoing champion. Removing
Kristoffersson from the equation, the
fourthrunning of World RX was as
competitive asany of its predecessors.

| Takinglap timesaloneintoaccount,

drivers were often extremely close to
the fastest time set across the weekend.

“Me and Petter worked so well
together from thefirst day of the
first test. Petter’s experience from
somany yearsinrally issomething
thatthe money cannot buy,”
explains Kristoffersson about his
campaign, and offersreason for his
dominantsuccess.

“I'manerd,sollook atall thedetails,”
headds. “After working together with
Petter,Iknow heisalsoanerd butina
different way. 'm moreinadrivingarea
and Petter’smoreinto the car and set-
upchangearea. It’sreally like the
perfect match. Ithink that’s one of the
biggest advantages [we had]really,
because wereally raised the level of
each other.Ilearntalotand I havetosay
thatIam quite impressed that Petter
also picked up some stuff and raised his
level. If youreally want to see how the
season has been this year and if you
spliteverylap we have done into sector
times, then you can see clearly that
thereare somany guysthatcandothe
laptimesthat we are doing, it’sjust that
it’shappeningtoolate in the weekend
and they arenot consistentenough. We
have always been able tomake theright
tactical decisions and we just developed
the set-up of the car forrallycross and
have been focused on our own work.”

Swede Anton Marklund gets his form back with a switch to the European Rallycross challenge

Anton Marklund won the European
Rallycross TouringCar titlein 2012 and
immediately progressed to Supercar
thenextterm. In the following two years
hedelivered solid form, graduating to
thefledgling World Championship
drivingfor hisfather’s Marklund
Motorsport team and scoring podiums.

Hesigned as team-mate to Mattias
Ekstromin 2015, but returned tothe
amalgamated Marklund Motorsport/
KMS outfitfor 2016.

Asteam-mate to Johan Kristoffersson,
whoflattered the performance of the
team’s Volkswagen Polo by finishing
second overall, Marklund struggled.

It wastime torebuild, and he stepped
intoa Euro RX Supercar for 2017. The
machine had a specification more to
hislikingand he was back onform,
claiming wins in Spain, Sweden
and Latvia tosecure the title.

Compatriot Robin Larsson also went
back to European competition from

World RX but found more bad luck
than good, his only highlight was
winninground twoin Norway in an
otherwisefrustratingseason. He
finished fourth in the points.

Thomas Bryntesson graduated from
the single-make RX Lites categoryin
aJCRaceteknik-run Ford Fiestaand
improved with each event. He won the
penultimateroundin France in difficult
conditions and was second in the
standings, ahead of former GP3race

winner Tamas Pal Kiss. The Hungarian
might havefought for the title but for
beingforced out of the Swedish round
withrollcage damage afteraTurn1
qualifying hit. Double EuroRX
TouringCar champion Derek Tohill
improved his form and was never out

of the semi-finals to be seventh overall,
while 2007 British Rallycross champion
Ollie O’Donovan claimed a podium at
the opening round in Spain and finished
theseasonin 12th placein the points.
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Solberg was left in the shade by his rapid team-mate, but still took a win at Lydden

Themultiple circuit-racing champion
entered a three-year planto challenge
for the World RX title with his father at

‘World RX Drivers’Championship

1 Johan
Kristoffersson
Championship position: 1st
Wins: 7

Team: PSRX Volkswagen Sweden
Car: Volkswagen Polo GTI

Having finished third and second
inthe two preceding years,
Kristoffersson laid out his 2017 stall
by setting the fastest time in the first
qualifying race of the season with
Volkswagen Motorsport’s Polo GTI.
Arecord-breaking 10 podiums and
seven wins followed in a dominant
display to claim his first World title.

2 Mattias
Ekstrom
Championship position: 2nd
Wins: 4

Team:EKSRX

Car: AudiS1

Ekstrom didn't have the fastest
carforany of 2017, but used his
stupendous racecraft to begin the
campaign with atrio of wins. He
finished second in the standings
despite skipping his home event
due to clashing DTM commitments,
where incidentally none of his EKS
team-mates made the semi-finals.

3 Petter Solberg
Championship position: 3rd
Wins: 1

Team: PSRX Volkswagen Sweden
Car: Volkswagen Polo GTI

Only Solberg could be lyingina
hospital bed aweek before the
penultimate round of the series with
broken ribs and collarbone, then
return to his seat and qualify first.
Setout to win the teams' title with
his PSRX Volkswagen Sweden

Photos: FIAWorldRallycross
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6 Sebastien

Loeb

Championship position: 4th

1 Wins: 0

Team: Team Peugeot-Hansen

Car: Peugeot 208

Loeb was aregular podium finisher

in his second World RX campaign,

but had it not been foratyre and

M engine penalty for his youngerteam-
'] mate he would have finished behind

Hanseninthe points. Alesser

gentleman would have nerfed

Ekstrom wide on the finallap in

Portugal to claim victory.

__ o — 4_

Z Andreas
| Bakkerud
Championship position: 6th
Wins: 0

| Team: Hoonigan Racing Division
"5l Car:FordFiesta

Expected big things after winning
three eventsin the maiden season
for Ford's Focus RS RX, but the car
didn’t have the performance of the

1 Volkswagen, Audi or Peugeot for
much of 2017. Bakkerud battled
ard to score four podiums, before
the team announced it would
withdraw at the year's end.

8 Timo Scheider
Championship position: 10th
Wins: 0
Team: MJP Racing Team Austria
Car: Ford Fiesta
The double DTM champion
loves rallycross, and ended the
year as highest-placed driver

of afully private team. Only
il twice made the final, in the
M firstand lastraces of the year,
3 butimpressed with second

thestart of 2014. Granted, he’s shifted POS | DRIVER | CAR | POINTS squad and did that n style, but d in Spain. Missed the British

teams, but he did challenge in 2016, 1 Johan Kristoffersson (SWE) | Volkswagen Polo | 316 was disappointed to lose second round where BTCC racer Andrew

and then achieved his goal this year. 2 | Mattias Ekstrom (SWE) Audi S1 255 place overall to Ekstrom. Jordan deputised.
Thatisinnosmall partduetohis 3 | Petter Solberg (NOR) Volkswagen Polo | 252

enormous talent and the capabilities of 4 | Sebastien Loeb (FRA) Peugeot 208 214 4 Timmy Hansen - 9 Janis Baumanis

the Hanover-built Polo, butalso the 5 | TimmyHansen (SWE) Peugeot 208 201 Championship position: 5th @' l| 'E|/B | Championship position: 12th

Swede’s extraordinary attention to 6 | AndreasBakkerud (NOR) Ford Focus 194 Wins: 0 energy drink Wins: 0

detailand commitment. “Thisis 7 | Toomas Heikkinen (FIN) Audi S1 125 Team: Team Peugeot-Hansen - Team: STARD

somethingI’ve been workingon since 8 | Kevin Hansen (SWE) Peugeot 208 115 Car: Peugeot 208 / Car: Ford Fiesta

2013,” says the title-winner. “But since 9 | KenBlock(USA) Ford Focus 112 Admitted himselfthat he had a If Baumanis can produce the

New Year, every timeI’ve been on 10 | Timo Scheider (GER) Ford Fiesta 109 downturn in form through the middle form he showed at his home

the bike, out running or watching World RX Teams’ championship: 1 PSRX Volkswagen Sweden 544; 2 Team Peugeot-Hansen part of the year, but worked on his event more consistently next term,

onboards, everythingI’ve done, I've
been thinking about being champion.
Itshowsto yourself that hard work
paysoff intheend.”

Other stand-out performances
belonged to Peugeot-Hansen pair
Hansen and Loebfor astring of
podiumsin Peugeot’s 208 WRX that
wasn’tregularly amatch for the Polo,
and Bakkerud, who similarly wrestled
the Ford-backed Hoonigan team’s
Focus RSRX torostrum finishes.

Of the private teams, MJP Racing
Team Austria were best behind the
manufacturer-backed outfits and if
Eriksson had more luck, the squad
may have scored more than just
asingle podium with Timo Scheider
atroundone.®

415; 3 EKS 380; 4 Hoonigan Racing Division 306; 5 MJP Racing Team Austria 221; 6 STARD 176
Euro RX Drivers’ Championship: 1 Anton Marklund (SWE) (Volkswagen Polo) 129; 2 Thomas
Bryntesson (NOR) (Ford Fiesta) 101; 3 Tamas Pal Kiss (HUN) (Peugeot 208) 90; 4 Robin Larsson
(SWE) (Audi A1) 88; 5 Tommy Rustad (NOR) (Peugeot 208) 86; 6 Alexander Hvaal (NOR)
(Volkswagen Polo) 61.

Bakkerud was a podium finisher in his Hoonigan car

approach and bounced back witha
pair of podiums at the season's end.
Could have won in Belgium and
South Africa but was just pipped by
Kristoffersson. Arguably World RX's
most under-rated driver.

5 Kevin Eriksson
Championship position: 11th
Wins: 0

Team: MJP Racing Team Austria
Car: Ford Fiesta

Moving away from his father's
OlsbergsMSE team for the first time
in his career took considerable
adjustment, but driving for the MJP

squad took Eriksson to the nextlevel R :

and he was regularly best of the non-
works-backed drivers. Would have
scored a podium with better luck.

he can be a podium contender.
Pulled off an audacious Turn 1
move in Riga that showed what he
is capable of and scored solid
points across the second half of
the campaign.

10 Nico Muller
Championship position: 17th
Wins: 0

Team:EKSRX

Car: AudiS1

He may not have made the finals or
even scored points on his debutin
Loheac, but third fastest in practice
showed what the DTM driver could
do an EKS Audi. In Latvia he was
secondto Loeb inthe semis and
would have been higherinthe

final but fora problem.

FIA WORLD
RALLYCROSS

HOODIES,
T-SHIRTS,
CAPS AND
MORE!

A

CHAMPIONSHIP

WORLDRXSHOP.COM
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Young charger’s determination was key to his title success By Hal Bldge TOP 5 BRITISH RX DRIVERS

WILD RIDE REWARD

BritishRX Championship

P DRIVER CARPTS

Nathan Heathcote | Citroen C4/DS 3

190

Julian Godfrey | Ford Fiesta

187

Oliver Bennett | Ford Fiesta

181

Kevin Procter Ford Fiesta

163

Warren Scott CitroenDS 3

150

Ollie O'Donovan | Ford Focus/Fiesta

142

Steve Hill Mitsubishi Evo

140

Jake Harris Citroen DS 3

136

Andy Grant Ford Focus

120

10| Mark Watson Citroen Xsara

114

Title winners: SuperNational: Tristan Ovenden (Renault Clio); Junior:
Tom Llewellin (Suzuki Swift); Swift Sport: Simon Ovenden; RX150:
Chrissy Palmer; Super1600: Paul Coney (Vauxhall Corsa); BMW Mini:
Martin Hawkes; Hot Hatch: Leigh-Anne Sedgwick (Citroen Saxo); Retro

Rallycross: Lance Foster (Mini Clubman).

hatsixdrivers
entered the
penultimate
weekend of
the British
Rallycross
Championship
season withachance of claiming
the title shows the series
continued to develop this year.

In2017,theold guardfaced
challenges from anumber of
newcomers, which madefora
compellingtitle battle.

DanRooke had claimed the title
with aroundtogoin 2016, but this
time three drivers were stillin with
ashoutof the crown atthefinale.

One of those, Oliver Bennett,
wasthe only driverin the series
to complete the season without
any majorissues, animpressive
performance in hismaiden
campaign. Prior tothe opening
round, Bennett had only completed
onetestsession in his OlsbergsMSE-
built Ford Fiesta, and had never
raced inrallycross, orindeed acar.
But, he wasfourthinthe openerand
only failing to get onto the podium on
oneother occasion thereafter kept
himin thetitle hunt throughout.

Dropped scores havelongsince
been part of British RX, which don’t

alwaysreward those that are most
consistent. Had every point from the
season been countedin thefinal tally,
Bennett would have been champion.
The Bristol-based former motocross
racer didn’t quite reach the top step of
the podium in an accomplished first
term after deducted points.
Champion Nathan Heathcote had
quite the opposite year to that of
Bennettin terms of event-by-event
consistency. After winning on his
Supercar debutinroundone, he
failed to score in round two with
technical dramas. Switching from
the Citroen C4toaDS 3 withinthe LD
Motorsports camp from round three
onwards, Heathcote still experienced
some troubles, in round four at
Mondello Park and round seven at
Pembrey, butfought back in style,
finishing on the podium when he
madeittotheend. He wonthe
penultimaterace of the year and
the claimed thetitle by winning the
finale as points-leader Julian
Godfreyretiredin his Ford Fiesta.
Godfrey has won titlesinless
commandingfashionthanthe
performance he showed in 2017,
but winningfour events proved
any doubtersthat say he doesn’t
have the ultimate pace wrong. Within
touching distance of a sixth crown

Godfrey was ruled outin finale

headingintothefinale,a mistake
inthe semi-finals and then broken
suspensionin thefinal while
battlingin the pack handed the
titleto Heathcote.

Heathcote’s LDM team-mate
Warren Scottalsoimpressedin the
former British Touring Car driver’s
first season in the sport. Fast from
the openinground, Scott excelled at
Lydden Hill. He was hitin thefirst
corner atround two atthe Kent
circuitand suffered a puncture that
ended hisrace-winninghopes,
buthedid goontoclaim victory at
thesame venuein August.

The 2007 champion Ollie
O’Donovan won round two and
remained in title contention
throughoutthe year,dominatingthe
qualifying stagesin both of the Irish
double-header events at Mondello

| Park, butretired from round three at

Heat1‘1<-:ote clickéd
with his Supercar

Procter finished in fourth place

Pembrey, thenrolled his Fiesta due
tobroken steeringat Mondello.
Crashingoutinround eight meant
hefinished off the overall podium.

Former European Championship
event winner Kevin Procter had
an off-form season and only twice
finished on the podium, athishome
circuit to bookend the campaign,
while Steve Hill enjoyed increased
reliability and pace from his
Mitsubishi Evo throughout
theyear.

Jake Harrisimproved his pace
inathird LDM DS 3throughout but
couldn’tchallenge his team-mates
inthetrio’smaiden season, while
rallycross stalwart Mark Watson
completed the campaign with his
self-run Citroen Xsara. Andy Grant
returned to the series partway
through the year and headed Watson
inthepoints by thefinish. ®

1 Nathan
Heathcote
The reigning Swift
Sport champion was
arguably the fastest
driver for many events
in2017, did everything
he neededtoatthe
season finaleand was
rewarded with the title.
Inthe process became
the second successive
British RX champion to
achieve the accolade
intheirmaiden
Supercar season.

2 Oliver
Bennett
Priorto the opening
round at Croft, Bennett
had neverracedin
rallycross, orevena
carforthat matter,

but he finished fourth
on his debutand
acquitted himself well
throughout the year
toscorearun of
podiums. Scored the
most points, butended
up third after dropped
scores were taken

into account.

3Warren
Scott
Racinginrallycross

is very differentto the
touring car machines
that Scottis more used
to, but his tidy style
suited the mixed-
surface sport well

and victory in round
sixat Lydden Hill

was already overdue.
With more luck would
have fought for the title
in his maiden year.

4 Julian Godfrey

Having had his run of consecutive titles
endedin 2016, Godfrey returned keen

to claim arecord sixth MSA crown and
amassed four wins through the year. He

led into the final round needing only to score
asolid result to be champion, but contact
and broken suspension in the last race
extinguished his hopes.

S Ollie O°’Donovan

The 2007 champion O'Donovan was as
fastas ever 10 years after his itle, switching
between a Ford Focus and Fiesta. Despite
leading the points early on the Irishman
was out of luck more than once, broken
steering causing arollin Ireland. Crashing
out of round seven at Pembrey ended his
title chances.

SUPPORTS

As was the case in the Supercar
category, the Supernational
and Junior classes enjoyed
increased strength and depthin
2017 and it was Tristan Ovenden
and Tom Llewellin who claimed
the respective crowns.

Llewellin won all but one of
the Junior rounds he contested
before making adebut in the
Swift Sport category at its last
round. Tom Constantine and
Morgan Wroot were challengers.

Paige Bellerby won the
opening three rounds of the
Supernational season but was
eventually overhauled by
Ovenden for the two-wheel-
drive crown. Tony Lynch'’s season
start was blighted by engine
issues with his Ford Ka but he
won at Mondello Park and

finished the year on the overall
podium, while Guy Corner had a
strong termin his self-built
Peugeot 206.

Paul Coney dominated the
opening part of the Super1600
season before the momentum
swung the way of Darren Scott,
but Coney held on for the crown.

Martin Hawkes had the best
season of his career to scoop
the single-make BMW Mini
honours in the strongest year so
far for the class. Reigning double
RX150 champion Chrissy
Palmer faced stiffer opposition in
2017, notably from Kirk Langley
early in the year and newcomer
John Ward, who won three times
and was aregular threat.

Leigh-Anne Sedgwick
claimed the Hot Hatch crown

Ovenden won his class

by virtue of being the only
regular competitor, while
Mini Clubman racer Lance
Foster overcame more
powerful opposition to
secure Retro Rallycross.

1Tom Llewellin
Juniorwinner

The son of two-time British Rally
champion Dai Llewellin dominated
the Junior RX category, winning all
but one of the races he entered to
secure the crown. With the title in his
pocket, he entered the Swift Sport
category atthe lastround and
claimed victory in that too.

2Tristan Ovenden
Supernational champion
Former Swift champion Ovenden
moved to the Supernational division
and arear-wheel-drive Renault Clio
V6 for 2017. He overcame mistakes
and mechanical problems early on
totame his carand hunt down

TOPFIVE DRIVERS

Michael claimed the overall British
RXtitle inan MG Metro 6R4.
Shield impressed in the Swift
Sport category by claiming a pair of
commanding wins in Ireland and
atLydden Hillin Augustto mounta
title challenge, but justlost out on
the crown to Simon Ovenden.

points leader Paige Bellerby to claim
the crown at his first attempt.

3 Chrissy Palmer
RX150title winner

The double RX150 champion faced
stiffer competitionin 2017 than he
had the previous year, but was still
regularly the fastest driverin the
single-make buggy class and
deservedthetitle. Probably the
most precise driver in British RX,
could dowellifhe canfind the
budget for Supercar.

4 Rob Shield

Swift Sportrunner-up

Shield entered hisfirst full rallycross
season 28 years after his father

S Darren Scott
Superl600 second place

Scott stepped up to the Super1600
category for 2017 with a Citroen
C2 and, after overcoming first round
mechanical dramas, regularly
challenged his more experienced
rivals to secure a trio of victories
fromthe final four rounds at Lydden
Hill, Pembrey and Croft.
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ROUND-UP

Aaron Haizelden won a very tough
season-closing Camel Classic Trial
with some extremely hard driving on the
slippery 14 sections to secure second
place inthe national Association of
Classic Trials Club Championship.

Roger Hancock returned to the driving
seat after nearly 20 years, borrowing a
VW Buggy to finish a single point behind.

Paul Merson completed the podium
although he had slipped up and dropped
12 marks on aftricky corner away from
the startline.

Roger Teagle finished in fourth place
overall winning the over 1300cc rear-
engine saloon classin his VW Beetle,
ahead of Dave Haizelden, father of winner
Aaron. He finished in front of last year's
winner Keith Sanders by a point for
sportscar honours.

Ryan Tonkin won the kit car and highly
modified class in his dad’s VW Bajain
sixth. Multiple ACTC National champion
Dean Partington could only manage
eighth overall. Craig Allen won the
REIS ACTC championship withan
under-1300cc rear-engine class winin
his Beetle and was 10th overall.

Duncan Stephens

Results

Camel Classic Car Trial

Organiser: Camel Vale Motor Club When: Saturday,
December 3 Where: Bodmin, Comwall Starters: 61.

1 Aaron Haizelden (Reliant $S1) 31 points; 2 Roger Hancock
(VW Buggy) 32 points; 3 Paul Merson (Shopland Special
MK2); 4 Roger Teagle (VW Beetle); 5 David Haizelden (Reliant
881); 6 Ryan Tonkin (VW Baja); 7 Keith Sanders (Reliant
$81); 8 Dean Partington (DP Wasp); 9 Martyn Harry (VW
Buggy); 10 Craig Allen (VW Beetle).

A

Haizelden took Camel victory

FIA announces raft of

cost-cutting WRX rules

The FIA has introduced arange of
new measures toreduce costs in the
World Rallycross Championship
from 2018 onwards.

The World Motor Sport Council
announced on December 6 that
several measures have been
approved for the 2018 World RX to
better control costs. These include
new limitations on engines, turbos,
tyres, gearbox ratios and
aerodynamic devices.

The number of engines permitted in
World RX across the season has been
reduced from three to two, while
turbochargers have been reduced
from six to four. While unregistered
tyres were previously allowed in
practice and warm-up sessions, with
eightregistered wet and dry tyres
permitted at each round. From 2018
12new wet and dry tyres can be
registered at rounds one and two, and
eight at each event thereafter, while
four ‘used’ tyres can be registered to
usein practices.

An agreement for World RX
Supercars to have a Technical
Declaration form to accompany the
technical passport [log book] has also
been reached which “will be used to
identify items that are restricted to
remove development opportunities
and costs”.

The make, model and location of the
gearbox will now be declared, along
with clarification as to whether a
centre differential is used. The
transmission specification will then
be locked for the year in its declared
state. Gear ratios have been restricted
to two sets for the year, while brakes
will also have to be a declared
specification for the season. The rear
aerodynamic device [rear wing] will
also be a set specification for the year.
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Bakkerud will
race a Captur

By HalRidge

Norwegian Andreas Bakkerud
will make his debut in the Andros
Trophy ice racing series this
weekend with the DA Racing team
in Andorra.

Themultiple World Rallycrossrace
winner hasalso confirmed heis closing
onadealtocontinuein WRX in 2018.

Bakkerud will join double Andros
Trophy champion Jean-Baptiste
Dubourgdriving one of the French

squad’s Renault Capturs this weekend
inthe Alps, the same carusedin the
opening round by Nicolas Prost.

Bakkerud said: “It’sa championship
thatI’ve beenlooking at doing for many
yearsbutnever really had the time or
possibility todoit. Snowandiceare
typical Scandinavian conditions, butI
havenever been the ‘totally sideways’
typeof driver, sofor sure there willbea
lotformetolearn.”

Bakkerud wasleft withouta World RX
drive when Ken Block’s Ford

Bakkerud: close to RX return in ’18

BAKKERUD T0 ANDROS TROPHY

World Rallyerass ace gets Renault; outing for his; ice racing debut;

Performance-based Hoonigan Racing
Division outfit withdrew from the series
attheend of this season, havingdriven
for the team for two years. He considered
aswitchto WRC2for 2018, but says heis
closingon a deal tosign for arallycross
team for next year.

“We have had a super-busy month
working with gettingthe detailsin place
fora contract for the new World RX
season, but we have had to make time for
thatof course,” he said, givingno
indication as to which team he may join.

Without the ties of a confirmed
manufacturer-backed race dealin
rallycross, Bakkerudisfreetoracea
Renaultin Andros Trophy this weekend.

“Youneed to have some fun while
working hard also, and this [competing
in Andros Trophy]isjustapurefun
project. My first testin the car will be at
theraceon Friday,” headded. “Ihave
absolutely no expectation for results,
butif Icanbeabetter driver fromitas
wellashavinga greattime, it’ll bejust
perfectforme.”

RX Academy series has proven popular, and will partner Nordic RX

RX Academy expands to run in Sweden next year

The RX Academy, a concept that was
formed for 2017, will expand into
Sweden next season for a pair of
rounds at World Rallycross venue
Holjes and anew circuit at Tierp.

The RX Academy will join the
RallyX Nordic series for three rounds,
including the two Swedish events and
atformer World RX venue Kouvolain
Finland, where Tanner Foust
claimed victoryin 2014.

Continuing to useitsrallycross-
adapted single-make Renault ClioRS
RX cars, RX Academy will also join

Green (445) may
not race in 2018

the Finnish Rallycross Championship
for two events, at Honkajokiand
Jalasjarvi. The champion will win a
free drive in the 2019 European
Rallycross Super1600 Championship,
or thefive European-based rounds of
the RX2 International Series.

This year’s champion Jesse Kallio
willrace in Euro RX Super1600 next
year. British RX champion
Nathan Heathcote made a one-off
appearancein RX Academy last
season and just missed outona
placein thefinal.

Plans for Northampton to switch to dual surface

Plans are being drawn up for anew
shale surface to be laid at Northampton
International Raceway for a portion of
the 2018 season.

The venue, originally builtin 1947, has
run with a concrete surface and has
hosted high-profile BriSCA F1races
including the European Championship,
which has been a permanent fixture at
the venue since 1994.

The plan, which is being drawn up at
the moment, would involve the circuit
covered in shale for the summer months,
with the track then reverted toits

concrete surface once the summeris
over. Itis expected to help redress the
Tarmac-heavy F1 schedule since the
closure of the Coventry Stadium,
which was one of the main shale venues
in the country.

Current F1 World champion Nigel
Greensaid: “Ilike the circuit, but they
need to sort the fence out there first of
all-itis very easy for cars toroll over if
you go into the wall hard enough there.

“I'guess with Coventry out of use at
the momentit [resurfacing] willbe a
popular move though.”

)

Northampton track could be converted to shale surface for the summer

F1 champion Green could be forced out by rule tweak

Reigning BriSCA F1 World Final
winner Nigel Green says he could be
forced out of the sport next season
after arule change has made his
Tarmac car ineligible.

The sport’s rulemakers have
tweaked the regulations for 2018 with
anew limit on track width at the rear
of the V8-powered cars, which means
Green’s number 445 car is now outside
theregulations.

“Ifeel alittle bit victimised by this,”
said Green. “Itis arule that will only
primarily affect me, so it seems like
this has been done simply to get me
out of the sport. Itis frustrating and,
as things stand at the moment, I will
not beracing next season.”

Green, brother of DTM racer Jamie,
says he could be forced torace only at
Venray in Holland next season, or he
might sit out the season completely.
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Crunch time for the British GP

The British Racing Drivers’ Club and Liberty need to find a way forward

Ithad gone very quiet in the aftermath of the British Racing Drivers’ Club decision to activate the break clause in its deal to host the British
Grand Prix at Silverstone. But now the time is near that the two parties are going to start mapping out what can be done to protect the race.

Intruth, this is going to mark a very interesting staging post in Liberty Media’s reign running F1. It has pledged its desire to see the flagship venues protected and
make sure that the top level of the sport maintains its heritage. It realises that races like Monaco, Monza and a grand prixin Germany and Britain are vital to the fabric
of the sport. That will be music to the British Racing Drivers’ Club’s ears.

But Liberty must tread carefully as it negotiates this conundrum. If it offers to create a new, BRDC-friendly contract to protect the Silverstone race for the long-
term, then it willhave every other race organiser beating a path to its door for a similar reworking of the finances.

If Liberty decides that it doesn't want to play ball and offer any discounts, then it will be seen as the greed-driven successor to Bernie Ecclestone, the man who
imposed the financial shackles in the first place. It is a fine line to tread and it is only one of the numerous pressing problems that Liberty Media has to sort out to
reshape F1. These are intriguing times.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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MN writer Duncan Stephens has
been out and about on the hills Garrick Collier went to the Knockhill Stages for the MN series round

More spectacular sporting trials actifon. Photograph by Duncan Stephens

shot. This is not a road section! Atmospheric action from Garrick Collier as the sun sets at Knockhill
DVISIT THE NEW MN WEBSITED > > WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK]
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We are getting ever closer to
Christmas and that meansitis

the perfecttime of year for season
review highlight shows. And, if you
missed it first time around, there's
another chance to catch the World
Rally Championship season
review this week (Wednesday,
1615-1715hrs, BT Sport 1). The
2017 WRC season was billed as
one of the most exciting for years
with brand new, faster cars, cars
from four manufacturers slugging it

NEXT WEEK

REVIEW
INTERVIEW WITH BTCC CHAMPION ASH SUTTOS

PLUS: A

outforhonours and reigning champion
Sebastien Ogier switching to
M-Sport after Volkswagen's
departure. And it didn't disappoint.

One rally championship that is far
from overis the MN Circuit series.
Infact, itis just getting into its stride
andyou can catch all the action from
the season opener this week (Friday,
2000-2030hrs, Motorsport.tv). Tune
into find out who gained the early
advantage at Oulton Park.

Along, long way from Cheshire,

the Creventic 24H Seriesrace at
the Circuit of the Americas took
place recently. A number of Brits
headed overto compete, including
British Touring Car man Tom Ingram,
so tofind outhow they get on be sure
to catch Motorsport.tv's highlights
show (Wednesday, 1755-1855hrs).
Butifyou preferyour racing to be
of the single-seater variety then Sky
Sports F1 is showing some fairly
recent Classic F1 races this week.
This time the chosenraces are the
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2013 Hungarian Grand Prix
(Thursday, 28310-0125hrs) and
the 2010 Belgian GP (Friday,
2305-0105hrs).

And finally, something a bit
different. Rainer Schlegelmilch
isrenowned as one of the top
motorsport photographers. A
special show has been made to
look backat his career and features
contributions from some famous
faces (Saturday, 2000-2030hrs,
Motorsport.tv).

WRC isreviewed onWednesday

THE 50 DEFINING
MOMENTSOFr 2017
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AND ACCESSORIES

SINCE 1853

MOTORSPORT

= : g Carleton Rode, Norfolk
- IR “formula in hlgh :

w O N performance plastic...

WiNNG e
CULRATING

YT

Nothing endures the punishment received by the underside of a World Rally car better than Kaylan
|-t ]—l Resistant to both high impact and abrasion, our special elastomers are purp built to withstand

repeated flexing, extreme abrasion, and just about anything that a Torest or gravel track might throw at it

77 qmﬂ-frprmr!”-!

N P No wonder then that the world's top rally teams choose Kaylan mudflaps and underbody protection. Join the likes of

Ford, Subaru, Nissan, Mitsubishi and Seat and change to Kaylan,
-‘m * MudFflaps {both moulded and punched] * Pratection for; Trailing Arms, Gearbos, Rose Joints, Toe Links, Differentisl and General Uinderbady Protection

AERISPACE + Wheel Arch Lining + Engine and Gearbox Mownts * Bushes and Bumpstops  Sump and Tank Guards » Bespake Moulded Parts # Full Cutting Service Available

T: +44 (0)1274 590824 Y] F: +44 (0)1274 531409

Kay-Dee Engineering Plastics Ltd

m\lloywheelrepairs.com\]l

PPoaorc—e E >xPraursE= & + Repairs to aluminium and magnesium

h wheels and castings. . & T -
The Stalnless Steel Rally Exhaust Spetigiiigy- + Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead A spacious storage / workshop / motor sport facility with

g | Followus f LkeUs SO BB blasted and powder coated. 4868sgft of accommodation. Situated close to the A11
Al it Ficomsossic ktdionsbimivrne 'V‘l’hee'ds inserted and PCD and ofset and 15 miles south of Norwich.
01753532222 || Simpson' - -Exhausts ahered
J1__Chevette || Guide Rent: £30,000pa
- Manufacturers of cars and t _
PERSPEX WINDOWS t0 build Works e Chevette HSHSR. | Contact: 01379 851038 jack.glover@durrants.com
Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or | |- Hsrbody kits, springs, shocks, roll
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents, cages and all parts required and all www.durrants.com
full thermo-forming service now available. parts required to build cars to works .
>>33> sE LT Spec.
WORLDWIDE EXPORT DID Vehicle WoaIEEE

40 f i to share. .
years of experience to share comprehensive range of

wiring products for repair,
modification or complete

been reading for longer P d .t : .
ENGINEERING than 5 years. Advertising ro u C S rewire to your vehicle
in Motorsport News helps

Rebuild Time?l... ' HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET, you put your advert in

BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA front of a

Fast and Reliable Delivery of | & loyal audi ho trust
Forged Pistons and Conrods / /- 01904 703 863 |’ autll:ent‘:tel:v o

FABRICAGESE

ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE | | Full range of engine components for:

Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience LOTUS 900-SERIES

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS YOU KNOwW?

20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ IAN JEMISON 75% of our readers have erlng

Tel: 0113 250 9852

Your Safety is our Priority VAUXH ALL XE
From Road to Race, Autograss to Rally,
Have the pistons you n’eed not — Historic to Current Day VI:g\)f(EI:II.(ESEECISI;ESC Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

. www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Call or buy online! Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd

0 1509 41 2 3 17 9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derb;/shire, DE7 8EF.

a compromise

CALL:(0)1462 684300
Cam bridg e sales@cambridgemotorsport.com
MOtOfSpOft Parts y

Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 | NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com

For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg

& 07801749 888 f
= fabricagebt@gmail.com
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Orand Prix
Raceweaar

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

&= MARDI GRAS
}ﬁﬂ}’ﬁ Mo{.‘onsp%m ALS and Launch Control Quaife 60G gearbox,

Atlas axle fully floating, Radiator in rear,
AP brakes front and rear
55,000 stg. or nearest offer

Performance Instruments

R Wo

Escontsion
_lferestuse"

ISALIA MOTORSPORT | Customer cars built to
- - ~_ order and maintained
... Season packages
available

i
il

CHRICK:
iHE e

RACELOGIC Salety Bysiems Lid
== VARLEY RED YOP™

= NS

2 RALLY CAR HIRE AND PREPARATION

CALL FOR MORE INFO 21 BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk Award winni
1327 OOG | PRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardligras.co.uk ward winning cars
01327 858 DAVENTRY, NN118RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk

T: 01970 630730 E: enquiries@tsaltomotorsport.co.uk NIGHT EVENTS AND STAGES
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MARKETPLACE

Dﬂll)’ DGSIq FREE! Rally Design 2018 Motorsport Catalogue!

Available from our website www.rallydesign.co.uk

on STAND 8345 NEC BIRMINGHAM 11 - 14 JANUARY 2018

BLACKLINE GAS
CHARGED -
INSERTS (_Page 82 }

ESCORT WING
BADGES

uuv #AUTOSPORT
DESIGN

THE RACING
NEW] CAR SHOW | -
PRC _)‘J SIS FRONT STRUT
2037/3% TUBE KIT

_ Page82

FORD TRIM CLIPS

CALIPER & GROMMETS
HEATED WINDSCREENS CARRIER -
Escort Mk1 & 2 MOUNT age 96-100

A w”l“”“u
\\\,\\ ¥

'’y \\ml]llm;
=1 B8 %, \“‘ ”"ff

b 52mm SMOKE LENS
< | R\, GAUGES

’f/

Yy,

APM X1000

.\\\“\\'IIIIIH'.‘.‘;#

MATCHING TACHO & SPEEDO

LOW FRICE BLACKLINE HELICAL ATB’s
ENGLISH, ATLAS, SIERRA 7”, FORD FWD,
MX5, FOCUS ST170

60mm ‘STEPPER

. l'."
SWEEP' GAUCEs P28 114 11 1

SPECIAL
TACHOMETERS _,
ATLAS AXLE

PARTS

ATLAS [ 9
PLATE LSD

.'_"_.Page 136 4

ENGLISH

( P-*S" 137 PLATE LSD

ATLAS INTO ENGLISH PARTS
Inc. Heavy Duty Halfshafts

CASTOR/CAMBER
GAUGE
MOUNT

( i’age 177 :

INFRA RED

THERMOMETER, ( Page 177 4-LEVEL
Up to 500°C ——— TROLLEY
TOOLBOX |

ENGINE LOAD
LEVELLER

Page 189 )

f

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 www. nl"ydes['gn.co. vk vwira, st aﬁousrmrs BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

VAG SPECIAL
TOOLS

50amp PLASMA
CUTTER

Page 205-'_'\.
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MITSUBISHI

Grp N, R4,
B13 / Open Class

Tel 01524 761398

Large amount of
parts held in stock
ready for immediate
despatch View our
online catalogue at

DID YOU
KNOW?

15% of our
readers have
been reading

for longer
than 5 years.

_Advertising
in Motorsport

News he tps

your advert
in front
of a loyal
audience who
trust the title.

BLIW 110

Lotus Tv1n Cam,

waynesis@aol.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

Hockly Motorsport Ltd
A one stop shop for your rally needs

Paint & rust removal services in our bead blasting chamber
Milling & turning in our machine room
Roll cage manufacture & shell preparations
General servicing & maintenance workshop
with four wheel alignment
Mail order parts from our extensive range

of motorsport components
Contact us today
Telephone 01686 628594 Email sales@hh-ms.com
Visit www.hh-ms.com

Craig Beck Racing Ltd

. 07876 221 932

E: craig@craigbeckracing.co.uk
www.craigbeckracing.co.uk

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 150 C
[H250mm x W300mm x L600mm)]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE
[H610mm x WB10mm x L1525mm]

[H300mm x W300 x L800mm]

PFIDJEC‘.T ]
-FT014

CMB-FT-020R ‘MB-FT( ¥ e
CUSTOM \ cus'rom g - CUSTOM

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER 1 X FAR SIDE FILLE .= INLET, 6MM QUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED] +FORK LIFT BRACKETS [BAFFLED] 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

RYOU[DRIVE

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm
x L900mm]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 GALLON
[H300mm x W300mm

WATER TANK STAINLESS STEEL 85 GALLON
[H230mm x W750mm

\ x L1860mm]

CMB-FT017 CMB-FT015

- CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CusTOM
MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Billinge, W|gan WN5 7EZ Sales: sales@compbrake.com Technical: technical@compbrake.com
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=Moetefindt

Tailor-made trucks and trailers

TAILORMADE TRAILER
FOR THE U.K.

Each trailer is tailored made to each customer’s requirements, the dimensions and configuration
are bespoke. We are able to create payloads up to 2500 kg — available as tarpaulin or solid
construction. Moetefindt has over 35 years experience in building individual trucks & trailers.

AIR SUSPENSION SYSTEM ALUMINIUM CONSTRUCTION INDIVIDUALLY EQUIPPED

The trailer tilts automatically and the Complete alloy chassis giving the system Extensive variety of options to build the

system is maintenance-free. the lowest empty weight. perfect solution to meet all requirements.
www.moetefindt.co.uk : =

www.facebook.com/moetefindt

[=r




Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109 motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 13 2017 317

TRANSPORTERS

o e ey

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B e

¥ Connected to you

L

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat i FACE

AN AMES. TRMLERE

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
I:EEE TRANSPORTER Ia ) . . ) ) .
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

WOODFORD TRAILERS DEALERS UK

POTHSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
Tel: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
W: www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE
MOTORCARS
Office ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mobile ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
W: www.vandp.net

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road
Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

Tel: 07933842719
E: ellisviner@btinternet.com
W: www.southeast-trailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road
Wallington, Surrey, SM6 7BJ

Tel: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester, Hampshire
S0O21 3AS
E: info@trailers.co.uk

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
Tel: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
W: www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
Tel: +44 (0)1787 249737
Tel: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
W: www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington, West Sussex
RH20 4LR
Tel: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
W: www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1
Marsden Barn
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
Tel: 01455641367
Mob: 07968888624
E: marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels
Main St
Strelley
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
Te:.01159293901
Mob:0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6
Lion Works
Pool Rd,
Newtown
Powys
SY16 3AG
Tel: 01686 628144

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell
Leeds
LS26 0SB
Tel: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
W: rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading
RG7 1NB
Tel: 01183240403
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
W: www.lovelltrailers.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
Tel: 0044(0)2885549851
W: www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited e 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ¢ Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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. ELECTRONICS

Authorised stocklsts for:

and many more...

01527908676 |

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.

CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w_

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
For more i ion email: g torsport.com
call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: grnuphmntorspnrl com

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

GroupB Motorsport

WEB DIRECTORY

(€ 9:4:4:10).4 4

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally / & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

WWW mcrracecars.co.u

phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

L
\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in alf types of motorsport worldwide.

W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACEWEAR

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT —

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACEWEAR

Teamwear 5|:|E|:|al|sts -

broi
rint
ick Turnaround L

© Mln Order Only 4

 Performance Tuning Specialists
© 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
 Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

— Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit

01604 766624

northamptonmotorsport.com

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

RACE & RALLY PARTS

o) Part BOXNC) 2

www.part-box.com
TELEPHONE: 0121 557 2707 E-MAIL: SALES@PART-BOX.COM

= GENUINE FORD 2
COBB N ENTs HKIS :DEATSCH

FREE UK DELIVERY AVAILABLE. OPEN 24/7. GREAT TECHNICAL SUPPORT.

®No Logo Set Up FuM
www.ilogomeup.co.u
TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics
®

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
Living thhe high lite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS

WHEELS & TYRES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

101782280136 F:01782269913
E: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

R33N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Abbey Gunner

Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: abbey.gunner@motorsport.com




"AlcoSense are a clear step
ahead of the rivals”

Auto Express Breathalyser

Nl Group Test Dec 2016
2016

If you drank 4 pints or 4 glasses of wine between 9pm and midnight
you could still have alcohol in your systerm at 1 1am the next day. That's
why one in five drink drive accidents happen the morning after®,

AlcoSense quickly and accurately shows your blood alcohol level, so
you don't become one of them.

29)’0

Single Use
Breathalysers MW ELITE

From £2.99 £39.99 £59.99

reddot award 2016

winner

®
Available at Halfords & Selected Boots a ’ c " s e
PERSONAL BREATHALYSERS

Order securely af alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088

A: Source: DIT Road Accident Data 2015, B: Review of the AlcoSense Pro, 24/12/15. Intellectual Property: www.alcosense.co.ukfip. © AlcoSense Laboratories, part of Now Group UK Ltd, Unit 3 MEC, Cordwallis Street, Maidenhead SL6 7BE



