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Commander Crabb

Sir Burke Trend saw a copy of Dir James Dunnett's minute
of 29th May to the Minister of State for Defence about the proposed
BBC programme oR Commander Crabb, and he has reported the

/-::u:rr:nt position (o the Prime Minister.
i

The Prime Minister has suggested that when the BBC finally
approach Admiral Farnhill for clearance of their programme, there
might be an opportunity {for a further attempt to be made to persuade
them to drop the idea completely. Sir Burke Trend would be grateful
if Sir James Dunanett would bear this point in mind.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mark Elliott.

(B.M. Norbury)
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Commander Crabb

You may like to have the latest information we have been given by
the Secretary of the Defence, Press and Broadcasting Committee about the
proposed BBC programme on Commander Crabb.

Admiral Farnhill has been told by BBC Southampton that since they
have been denied Ministry of Defence co-operation, and will not be allowed
to interview witnesses on the programme, they have decided to go ahead
with a documentary using their own resources and actors, but this will take
some time to prepare and is unlikely to be ready for screening before the
end of this year or early next year. The BBC say that they have a new
informant who has given them "much useful information™,

Admiral Farnhill has reminded the BBC of their need to secure
clearance for the programme; and in the light of the Prime Minister's view
recorded in your letter to Mr, Andrew of 28th March, Sir Burke Trend

does not consider that any further action (at any rate at this stage) is

required.
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I think Sir Burke Trend will wish to be aware of
the latest position on the BBC's proposed programme
about Commander Crabb, as outlined in the attached
letter by the Secretary, Defence Press and Broadcasting

Committee [Flag A].

It will be recalled that the high-level approach
to the BBC considered at one stage was not pursued, and
the Prime Minister agreed that no further attempt should
be made to dissuade the BBC from proceeding with their

programme [Folio 44 on attached File J.1061, refers],

(M. E. HERMAN)

8 June, 1973,
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DEFENCE, PRESS AND BROADCASTING COMMITTEE /S

Secretary: Rear Admiral K H Farnhill, CB, OBE 4
Telephones: Room 6370 -
Office, 01-930 7022, Ext. 2206 Ministry of Defence
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You should see the above minute from the Secretary of
the Defence Press and Broadcasting Committee about the
proposed BBC programme about Commander Crabb and all that :
I think that Rear Admiral Farnhill has done all he could
cover the security aspect of the case and we can now only
avait developuents,
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Commander Crabb
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In his minmute to you of 20 idarch Burke Trend suggested that

I might try to persuade the DEC not to show the programme they are

preparing about Commander Crabb. 1 have also seen Robert Armstronpg's

letter of 22 iarch to Burke Trend recording your view that one more

%\

approach might be made.

i I have some doubts about the wisdom of this course. If the

e

BBC show the programme, it will no doubt cause us some embarrassment,

though the refusal of the M.0.D. to co-operate will reduce the

ie's impact. I should not have thought that the new evidence
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about the incident, such as it is, would be enough to arouse a

deal of public interest in a matter about which so much has been

written already. As Burke Trend suggests, the difficulty about an

approach’ to the Corporation is that the fact of our representations,

whether successful or not, may well leak from the BBEC and become an

{iesue in itself.

do not think the risk worth running, and would pre fer to let

evenits talke their course,

I am sending copies of this minute to Lord Carrington and
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Sir Durke Trend.
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The Prime Minister has seen your minute of
<0 March about the BBC's proposals for a programme
on Commander Crabb.

Unless either the Foreign and Commonwealth
Secretary or the Defence Secretary think otherwise,
the Prime Minister is inclined to think that one
more_approach should be made, to try to persuade
the BBC not to proceed with the programme,

. . If an approach is to be made, the Prime Minister
thinks it should be by Lord Carrington to Sir Michael
Swann,

I am sending copies of this letter to Antony Acland

and Robert Andrew.

W/(WM

The Rt. Hon. Sir Burke Trend, GCB, CVO.
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ommander Crabb

5? You approved the general line proposed in my minute of
12th February. The BBC were accordingly informed that no
co-operation could be givea by the Ministry of Defence. They seem,
neverthelees, to have decided to go ahead with the programme; and so
far as we can judge they are likely to commit themselves to it fairly
soon. In that case it is for consideration whether, as I suggested in
my minute of 12th February, we should make one more attempt to
dissuade them by discreet but direct representations at a high level.
This would inveolve, I imagine, an approach either from the Foreign
and Commonwealth Secretary or the Secretary of State for Defence to
the Chairman or the Director General of the Corporation. [ am
rather divided about the wisdom of this, since I suppose that if it
became known that an approach of this kind had been made and had
been rebufifed, curiosity and suspicion would merely be increased.
On the whole, however, I think that, subject to the views of yourself
and the other two Ministers, it might be worth having a shot. In which
cace, perhaps the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary would be the
most appropriate Minister ?
\ I am sending coples of this minute to Sir Alec Douglas-Home and
Lord Carrington.

BURKE TREND

20th Mareh, 1973
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PUS/73/610 14 March 1973

The Rt Hon Sir Burke Trend GCB CVO
Cabinet Office

Whitehall

London SW1A 2AS
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COMMANDER CRABB b )

on learning that the Prime Minister had approved the course
of action proposed in your minute to him of 12 February, AO03471,
I arranged for Farnhill to write to the BBC., This he did,
explaining that no co-operation could be given by the Ministry of
pefence. He has now heard from Darlow, the BBC producer concerned,
that he is still anxious to make the programme, He has undertaken
to let Farnhill know if the BBC does decide to go ahead and to tell
us the approximate date when the programme will be shown. Subsequent
to this conversation Farnhill learned that Darlow had invited
Admiral Denning to lunch and had said in the course of conversation
that the BBC had now given him a budget for the programme and

had appointed a co-producer from London. (Darlow belongs to BBC
Southampton, )

Although Darlow has not yet told Farnhill that a firm decision
has been taken to produce the programme the latest information
received via Denning indicates that the BBC is becoming committed.
If, therefore, we are to make higher level representations to the
BBC as suggested in your minute of 12 February we ought presumably
to move fairly quickly. Perhaps I could have a word with you on the
telephone as to how this might best be done .
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- On learning that the Prime Minister had approved the course
SEC of action proposed in your minute to him of 1?2 February, A03471,
I arranged for Farnhill to write to the BBC. This he did,
e explaining that no co-operation could be given by the Ministry of
: - Defence., He has now heard from Darlow, the BBC producer concerned.

k) that he is still anxious to make the programme, He has undertaken

* & to let "Farnhill know if the BBC does decide to go ahead and to tell
us the approximate date when the programme will be shown, Subsequent
to this conversation Farnhill learned that Darlow had invited
Admiral Denning to lunch and had said in the course of conversation

“that the BBC had now given him a budget for the programme and

had appointed a co-producer from London, (Darlow belongs to BBC
Southampton, )

Y iga v Although Darlow has not yet told Farnhill that a firm decision
' has been taken to produce the programme the latest information
received via Denning indicates that the BBC is becoming committed,
If, therefore, we are to make higher level representations to the
BBC as suggested in your minute of 12 February we ought presumably
L0 move fairly quickly, Perhaps I could have a word with you on the
telephone as to how this might best be done.
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Thank you for your letter DN/0309/DPBC of 7 March, giving

the current position on the BBC's programme on Crabb,

Sir Burke Trend, to whom I have passed the contents of
your letter, is in agreement with what you propose "provided
that we can prevent the BBC from committing themselves in advance

by publishing the date of the programme before they send us the

script".

No doubt you will be finding out in due course from the BBEC

whether in fact they have any date in mind yet.

Jo s,

Atk

(M. E. HERMAN)

Rear Admiral K. H. Farnhill, C.B., 0.B.E.,

Defence Press and Broadcasting Committee,

Ministry of Defence.
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‘object of Crabb's mission had

been.

It appears that during the
Interrogation Crabb had dis-
closed that he had entered the
harbour with a small limpet
mine secured to him. In
accordance with his trainin
he had automatically slippe
it from his body and let it
sink to the seabed when he
was pounced on.

“But they werent going to
blow up the cruiser at King's
Stairs ¥ " I burst out.

No. There had been no
Intention of blowing “it up.
British Intelligence wanted to
know if the Russians had
caught up with our sophisti-
cated asdic programme, and
particularly whether the
cruiser was fitted with the
equivalent of a certain type of
asdic.

I should explain that asdic
(now called sonar) is a sub-
marine detection device, pro-
jecting through the ship's
bottom, encased in a retract-
able dome. To find its target,
it transmits an impulse
through the water which is
reflected by anything that gets
in the way and returns a
message to the transmitting
vessel,

A plane
would be
watching ...

If the Ordzhonikidze carrled
the type of asdic the British
wanted to know about, it
would emit a _certain impulse
peculiar to that kind of set.

The limpet mine had been
fitted with a device which,
picking up this impulse, would
explode the mine. Although
this would cause no injury to
anyone on board, it would
temporarily slow the ship
down, and this would be ob-
served by aircraft on the look-
out for just that thing.

If, however, the limpet mine
did not explode after a cer-
tain number of hours—1I
think Roman gave it three
days, though that seems rather
a long period—this would in-
dicate that the Russians did
not have the type of asdic
concerned, and the mine
would detach itself and fall
harmlessly into the depths.

In normal circumstances it
is quite certain that a man of
Gr&:h's calibre would have

iven no information about

imself or his mission to the
Russians, ;

But in his low state of health
and., by all accounts,
dangerously affected by
alcohol, he was unable to
stand up to the traumatic
experience of bel over-
powered under the sea,
restored to consclousness on a
fore crijser amid un-
rrlegﬁ?r faces, and subjected
to stern gquestioning, scrupu-
lously correct as it may have
peen. No wonder he confessed.

nd no wonder Roman was
mﬁplmed with himself,

*

THERE anything to pre-
gft you _ 80 over 1o
tand ? " The gquestion came
of the blue from Roman

THE SUNDAY EXPRESS London June 11 1972

A SEGRET TRIP
TO DUBLIN...
MYSTERIOUS
- BRUNETTE AND
DARING PLOT

at one of our routine
meetings.

One thing was certain about
this little lot: at no meeting
could I ever sure what
thev'd want me to do next, or
where thev'd want me to go.

I was somewhat cagey in my

reply.

Anyway, were we talking
about orthern Ireland or
Eire 7

To my surprise Roman said
it was Dublin he had in mind.

He told me that if I agreed
and we could fix a date, I
would be booked in at the
Gresham Hotel under the
name of Charles Casey of
Bristol.

My hotel bill would be taken
care of, I was to have my
meals brought up to my room,
and at exactly 9 pm. I would
answer a knock on my bed-
room door, when a certain
entleman would inquire if I'd
Ead a4 pleasant journey.

“Yes," 1 was to reply.
“But I could do with a drink.”

“Not a soft one, I hope”
would be his next line.

Then I was to ask for an
Irish coffee, and invite him to
enter. He would then ring for
drinks to be brought, and until
they arrived and the waiter
departed we were only to
exchange pleasantries, After
that we'd discuss whatever it
waz he wanted to see me
about.

It so happened that I had
accumulated some leave from

clerical o8t in the
Admiralty’'s nderwater De-
tection Establishment at
Portland and could take a
weekend off. It was arranged
that I should go to Bristol on
a Friday, take an Aer Lingus
flight to Dublin, return on
Sunday, and motor back to

outh.
wﬁ%&n settled the plane

booking and said he would
see me off from

tol. No doubt he would
also phone Dublin to say that

e e e

I was airborne and on my
way.

Everything went as planned.
As Mr. Charles Casey 1 duly

resented myself at the
resham, had a quick bath,
and changed. Ere was
plenty of time before my

appointment. Although 1 had
been instructed to order my
meals in room, nothing
had been said about having a
drink. Bo down 1 went{ and
got stuck into a glass of Irish
whiskey.

Dur my second I found
myself conversation with a
strikin looking brunette—

robably on the wrong side of
, but no matter: where
beauty and charm are, age
matters not.

Then an odd
remark about
Irish coffee

It was fairly vague, inconse-
quential chat until she asked
if 1 knew what Irish coffee
was., It might have been an
mnnqent remark, and certainly
wasn't an out-of-the-way one
in that setting, But could she
just possibly be the * certain
gentleman " who was to visit
my room at 8 pm.? 1 ex-
plained what Irish coffee was,
and she sald she'd try one
after dinner,

Bhe eventually departed and
I went to my room, ordered a
meal to be sent up, and after
it had been cleared away
waited for my visitor.

Preclsely at 9 pm. the
expected knock came on my
door. Half expecting to meet
the attractive brunette I
h edtungenit....and
found to my dismay a shortish,
pudgy, bald man in his
early 50's carrying a document
case and what turned out to be
& small portable radio receiver.

We shook hands while
reciting our identification
phrases, and he came into my
room. He said he had ordered
drinks to be sent up, mine
being a Jameson's whiskey.

“How do you know I drink
Jameson's 7 " 1 asked.

“Don't tell me youve
already forgotten your com-
panion before dinner.”

He refused to tell me who
she was, and with the arrival
of the waiter with the drinks
we dropped the subject. I
was not resumed,

On the departure of the
waiter, my visitor locked the
door and placed the portable
radio against it, turned down
fairly low. This, he explained,
would make any eavesdropper s
task difficult: not that he
expected anyone to show any
interest In us, but it was as
well to be en the safe side.

It was standard practice .
even in my caravan or my
Weymouth cottage my Eﬂvft
visitors always insisted on the
radio or gramophone being oo
while we discussed things

He began by saying he
wasn't at liberty to tell me
who he was, but for ¢on-
venience I ecould call him Tony
if 1 liked. He had broken his
journey in Eire for the express
purpose of meeting me AN
conveying the congratulations
of his superiors for the suc-
cess on the South Coast
recently [I had helped smuggle
Russian agents ashorel
Apparently 1t was inadvisable
for him to go to London.

1 knew there had 0
more to it than that. They
wouldn't get me over to Ire-
land and send a man from
“ﬂ%ﬂ k:;:;rws where just to say

ank wou.

He gave no ldea where he
S effom o 20 et T
ravelling . a
say that the talk about hi%
breaking his journey ﬂﬁﬂw
ue. bub et e this meetine

re ally for a

jteh rought me back

—

Which b

the question «
really all abou
From hiz do
now - producec
Emﬂlk‘. fra

a copile:
charts,. These
&ﬁﬂd on tulf_-a
d were all ¢
iu-:mca.n envelc
usudlly produ
quallty eartric
Vist Was Cer
light

Another lan
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w13 perturbed
first oecasion,
neWly arrived
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shook - hands while
 our identification
, and he came into my
He said he had ordered
to bae sent up, mine
 Jameson's whiskey,
7 do you know I drink
n's ¥ " I asked.
‘t tell me you've
forgotten your com-
before dinner.”
=fused to tell me who
5, and with the arrival
waiter with the drinks
pped the subject. It
t resumed.
he departure of the
my visitor locked the
1d placed the portable
gainst it, turned dowm
»w, This, he explained,
1ake any eavesdropper’s
ifficult : not that he
1 anyone to show any
in us, but It was as
be en the safe side.
as standard practice :
1 my Caravan or my
ath cottage my Boviet
always insisted on the
* gramophone being on
2 discussed things.
egan by saylng he
at liberty to tell me
> was, but for eon-
s I eould call him Tony
‘d. He had broken his
in Eire for the express
of meeting me and
g the congratulations
superiors for the suc-
n  the BSouth Coast
[1 had helped smuggle
an agents ashorel.
Itly 1t was inadvisable
to go to London.
Pw there had to be
» it than that. They
. get me over to Ire-
id send a man from
ows where fust to say
you."
wve no idea where he
m or where he was
z to. At a guess I'd
+ the talk about his
z his fjourney wasn't
t that he had come to
cially for this meeting.
. brought me back to
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1a today
I:"ﬂ:‘“‘ Crabb.

underwater espional

Fussinng
today he Ang
m‘igt':r{'n ailent aboul I

nce ©
disaPREATLL; _commencey

m'a M kes Bay 90

l_[""ll'_l..‘-‘uT truths in the

incredible frog-

| man blunder emerged

Yesterday. They are:

! Frogman Lionel (Buster)

Crabh DID go oui to the

Red eruiser whirh Breughi

B and K o Portamouih,
and

T

d Britpin

WL CRUMLEY

John G. T. Inglis : and the
Commander . Im = Chist
Partamouth, Admirsl. of
the Fleet  Sir Girorge
Urtasy, were nod told,

And now ii be asid sked

Pravda and
= Soviet newspapers o gbfair
MOSCOW. Fnda?-"’.ﬂ: their first news ﬂ *h:h.m-iu’l

und e rewa e * :
of the n.,;ﬂ:?“:.“ﬂf,,'f" > ﬂi W
Eecurity, Foreign Ofer, e’ \:Ill"-.hL r 1'-\'. :
and Admirally oMicials ' \Dﬂ_ca e qﬂ"n‘ *D'i
keld a special meeting ia P ‘}‘L‘L‘ ﬁl\ % |
declde wheiber o siale L‘ll"l.\ﬂ" 'II'L-""E 1!:‘
ménk ahould be ixyyed. \L ﬂ\'
Admirally chiefs were in i UL" ﬂﬂ"t \.E-‘i
faraur of making a slale- .-"I-‘r-'ltf -“Tﬁk -

Aftermath of a fiasco: Russia demanded explanations

the question of what it was water Detection Establishment

really all about. was situated.

From his document case he bl the building

now produced an envelope guarded at night? "

I went on to explain that Inside the place. I knew all
not much would be gained the watchmen, for they worked

well Irom getting into the Estab- day shifts as well, and on no
lishment. All papers and con- account was I going to be a

contalning tracings or photo- He could not understand my Didential material were locked party to any one of them

graphlc copies of Admiralty mirth at this guestion. It 8Way each evening in filing being injured. ; :

charts, These had been trans- shook him when I told him cabinets and safes, and unless Strict orders would be given,
person in the oOne had expert knowledge I was promised, that if the

poséd on to paper so thin that that the only

they were all contained in one lace after the staff had gone
foolseap envelope. Charts are ome was & sollary

usually produced on heavy watchman

q;;lftji.t-}‘ cartridge paper. 11\1,\? « But surely, with _EH those
visltor was certainly travelllng goorofs, there must be armed * Do the
light. seniries ? remove their

Another landing of Russian I told him that 1 worked 55" g.q05ine

agents was planned. But Ton¥ there. and knew, and that J_:j: going home 3 *

there was no way of inter- night watchman discovered

night Preting objects seen In the anvone he should be over-
workshops and elsewhere. He powered and ftied up with

was perturbed because, on the  nad to take my “Uulg Jar Ux 7 1 couldn’
sk occasion, my car with the g disbelief was UNGQErsiand-  aenpyeqey It would have been 8o ended the meeting in
newly arrived spies had been oyle: in Russia, Poland, and hopoht a bit odd if I'd been  Dublin.

&

stopped at a police road post other

foreign countries,

block. He was not convinced gimost every Government office af

by my assurances that road pyilding has ifs armed police

blocks were only established o militia on guard.

wheén someone had escaped = Would it be possible to get
from the nearby prison. He y,qde one night to have a look

did not want this to bappeD ,,und?

on the , ing. I replied, could be
next attempt HnLIﬂngHut R et under.

replied that *

! At " they ' would be absolutely no violence. _
the best judge of that. I agreed, then to assist,
drauvghitsmen provided the venture was

drawings from timed for around 10 pm.,
poards before when the watchman would be
having hiz supper break in the

reply with any messengers' rodm.

two storeys up in the drawing I never did discover who the
_ going-home time charming brunette was, nor
Instead ué I:h;':ng at the ready did I ever see her again. Onas
in true Civil }

Service fashipn, thing is pretty certain,

walting for the 5.15 rush, though : my meeting with her

Then came a long feasibility was no coincidence. It was
gtudy on how to get into the possible that “Tonvy™ had
Dockyard undetected. seen me having a drink and,

And finally the question 1 disconcerted, sent her hastily

1scLs= ar.
r_interminable  dls¢ iy at the Establishment had been waiting for: 7/ if along to make sure that I had

siol about possible landing gtand th

sites, we settl for Lulworth .
G'DIIIIE. t'I'E'd }'ard, “h]fh wa_-._\. I

3 Ilv inside the Dock-
was BCEUL jatrolled by

o few Admiralty Police at [ assist?

This time I would be re :

q“"iﬁ to cunvey“ﬂﬂ: - g%ests*t E‘; 1:{,;_31_{?“.;;; entry

iy 004 | New FOLes ocky i

ifr;ftea of o tt"‘?e Blandford these evoided, It
mm

This talk had taken US quiet €L
nerly to midnight. I thought yery minor
we had finished for the night,

detall.

y rould
st gy, A door or window wou
occasion, o\, E‘;v}; to be left open {1
¢ry, but that Wwas &

had been galned and there were

was decided to go inside the no opportunity of getting into
Establishment one night, would conversation with anyone else.

Back to work on Monday

to the Before giving an answer with no one having had the
severa] things 1 slightest suspicion that I had
would be wanted to know. The chief been out of the country.

one was what would happen to But I was now committed to

for a the night watchman in the helping to break into one of

unlikely event of his comin the Navy's most secret estabe
ACr'055 anyvone prowling aroun lishments.

e et and o NEXT: How we burgled the Navy

vard and asked me to show
him exactly where the Under-

ticle
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‘ Opeuatmn Portland: A Briton who spied for Moscow presents an astounding
new version of an affair that shocked the nation

HOW RUSSIAN UNDERSEA SENTRIES
CAUGHT FROGMAN BUSTER CRABB
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cra, B 051, | by HARRY HOUGHTON

Frogman Crabb Houghton says he died aboard a Russian cruises
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Briton WO spieq for Moscow presents an astounding
on of an atfair that shocked the nation

IAN UNDERSEA SENTRIES
ROGMAN BUSTER CRABB

FOR the first time in
any publication in
the West, 1 can te
true story of

what happened to

A CARELESS remark by a woman

ring, alerted the Russians to be
British frogmen near Russian
Commander Lionel Portsmouth Harbour.
Phillip Kenneth
Crabb, G.M., O.B.E
i.N.V.E.
Hardly a vear
WILDOWULE s0me
apont Lhe

+ha
LILE

gEOEs Dy .
FUIMOUE SE
frogman who

while

= m
-
:
L
»

sking 1t nor expeciing
Ir Jusl

Baman aod 1 had ettled

New

vanished on down in th i1 1
ragher crowded witl nCA
mysterious mission under Raman = Wes L LT
the Russian warships in LI _
Portsmouth harbour in it we were to take DO
| I | ¥ 1 mosd. He Wiz A
1806 -||I it fed oap, a '.:I-"- Or mAaybe i
It is =ald Far  Inalane 11 L i ' not sure Alter
: ald, for instance, . - = e
nat e 15 allve andg weail in whi
X '4 1} MIIELEYLE SEClA
Russia, that he 1= a captal " whii had ':i:'\-:' ';;..~.":'. calle

H_].-.--i:! 2] = .: .:H. lf He wa

. Lralning o und Il feeling & bit
: water teams at Sebastopol ore abou

L Crabb 1s dend ¥ Thie tatement meant
% it often wonder =& I OLINITE Lk L o g .J ITTAGLIY 8 15_
1 how differently this affair vhere ily: I wonder what il
might have turted out if the o : T
R agent 1 Enew as Roman and They ocertall 1adn She didnt Ik 10w — But

} i’ I had not decided to negted to buan into anyone SIS NS V. 1 SUPROEE
iL,. ; away from it all @ one evening i yuf Very so00n altar this Homan
| in the "early spring of 1856 d aszked if it was about time bhDe
and go off Into (he COUnITY 0l Jur tanie | '_"-! on hl WaY DACKE 10
ad a drink at the Crown [nn a 1 Bl eTre 5 1L ] L 1 which Sir-
Puncknowle, in Dorsel 1= a friend i We had intended

There, I thought, we could ynl Navy | staying in the pub until closing

el relax and drink together w B 1A Imp- .
oul my having to explain awa I And w had come Lo DAy n I fie ¢Ar, I
of introduce my friend to all  mE & wi iIE > that i L was early
and sumdry Aller a drink or two the Loy il | in & pub

o It was in this remote coun- IVEnd excused himsell and el tanu anmd have a
try pub that Russian Intelll- 8 table and when D Dad snack Bul ne sald ne wWanled
goL a line gratuo 1515 departed 1 commented that ne o K siraight back to my

ian cruiser gence
e

aliect Nig tollet ge
9 he was returning to London
immediately.
When 1 guerled
CORNDE 11 (1} I
arcangements, he asked if 1
hadn't heard what the “ lade
friend * had =said I replied
that oo one had =ald anything
of any great interest, and
[rankly ['d been rather bored
by the two of them

“The trouble with vou.” ne
snapped. 15 that you don't
ake enough notice of what
iz said. We'd get on far betler
if wou'd only keep vour ears
open.”

Thoroughly amazed by this
ouLburst asked what ™ ah
earthh he was driving at Ay
anger was rising at his

chap who'd
Degn LT for something
special,’ gald. * oAy be
more importang than wou
think.*

AL a loEs to understand what
ne could po:siply have maoe
of that fragment of conversa-
thom, 1 let the matter drop

He collected his bits and
pieces, and 1 drove him to
nis ear I had one last go,
fuizzing him  aboul thiz
AUdden denpariurs

He said: *You do Enow
who I coming te Portsmouth
RO P

Then 1| vaguely remembered
naving read that Marshal

ulganin and Mikitha Krush-
chev were to pay & sbate wisit
o this poupntry 11 the pear
future

When 1| asked what this had
ion da with his abrupt peturn o
London, he merely said that
they would travel to Poris-
| Mouth in & Rupssian warship
and there might be zome
conmaction

this sudden
PEETIONA

own
Lane

hat alver

a2 PUDE ..

hat, says a former member of the Portland spy
on

watch for

warships In

by HARRY HOUGHTON
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warships in Pi mouth
7.80 RJn. on AD 1%Lk
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ship gbserved & 1
INOAHNE DeLWES LB
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WHS 5800 Ol h 5 f i

12 water for on i g
ITILELLL LS ana 1 i1
A LOTLEELOT " ol i I
SITNOLTY sEC

LEE i 1] ] |

Captain Eolton imnIman
i Lh el sl Al had
Falsed i@  THAL withh the
Cormmands =LChief P

Mok
explanation
l'hers W

uproar. ‘'he

ment L
day d s
pERTAnCe the AdmMITRILY
Ahnounneed

T COImMmAander Cranh

Ii5 Wias a &l I Admission

| e |
that the Admiralty tas in the
plcilure at some siage, but al
=ubseaue nquiries were met
with the reply that further dis-

lo5Ures ‘not b= in the

wolld
interest. ™

An urgent
meeting in
a lay-by

But just what did
th Crabb¥? 1 was

puolle

appen
AWire, as

early as July 1858, of the ful)
stary from the Soviet =ide. 1
couid hardly have disclosed it

il the time | was working for
the Russians. then came a
long period of imprisonment
Tollowed by a spell of parole.

It 13 only now that I'm elear
of Soviet Intelilgence prison,
And parole, that I &m at
liberty LD makaes Lnese
GLSCIODSUTres.

Within days of Roman's
sudden geparturg [Fom che pub
en roule for London, | received
i FEEAL sUMMOnNns Lo & meel-
i]'l,d. ak the lay-0y On Lbe
Puddletownn-8alisbury rond. The
summons wis in the shape af
advertizing matier purporilng
to come from the Sun Life
ARSIrnnce Companwy il
Canada.

Romap mel me there and
earnestly Lold me Lhal I WA
to And out all 1 could aboul
the project [rom which [he

diver we had met bad been
wilthdrawn

*[t's essenbinl '.--_u--r :
thing vou can on 1. e said.
= It may be wvery important
Indeed. :

L wae useless Lo EXPIAIR
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the ensuin | SEn
was turned ofl g £ |
y  mMAaki m pPa oL His
LLE I SCALL ] (4 Len
! haunle board and

carried below put of sizht

Bw this ime ha Wa5 Cecover-
but on Beln
sick bay he passe
Alter medical reat-
recovered and in
answer [0 guestions, began 1o
make a conleszlon. During thils
Hu.-.u:.-r-;uu-.r e collapsed and
ied

g ConsClousnes:
tagen to the
Oul Agaln
MEnk &1l

| azked whether foree had
Been wssd on him Homan
assured me it hoadn't His
opinions tied in with same of
the storfes which snread (n this

LT later, about Crabb

Lk 11} L. i Y | CRI  CANEERE (-

I i  on he verze of
A 3|

HertovVering CconscioiRsoesy n
sirange surroundings, Crabb
was in no fit state Lo Tace up
o any stringent INCErTOgALion
I'oc have uzed fopee on him
wollld have defeated the gues-
tioners” objectives. They wers
fraid of his dving—and he
beat them to it by doing Just
Ehal

“How do vou know all
thiz 7" 1 azked Roman

The answer Was Siralght 2
= Bepgtise | was there"

hils was veriled [ater by &
man | met a couple af Umes
in Dublin and also. later stlil,
by Gordon Lonsdale, From
each of (hese [hree Sources
the slory did not Vary

Fhe ntenfion of getting
Crabb on board wWas twolold :

fingd out what the Britizh
wanted (o Enow about the ship,
and o be in the I|:|:|i.r.--1rll.1:'| of
humiliating them by making
a signal that someone had
been caught on the ship's
Battom and would the British
Navr niemge ~amE ind aodlsst
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You will no doubt have seen a copy of
Robert Armstirong's minute to Sir Surke Trena
of 15th February about Comumaader Crabb,
authorising action to be taicen as proposed ia
Sir Burke Trend's submission to
A03471 of 12th February.
now take the next steps ?

the Prime Minisler,

Could Admiral Farrnhill

I am sending a copy of this letier to
Sir Stewart Crawfozd.

B M. NORBURY

(B. M. Norbury)
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Be Sir Burke Trend has asked me to send you the
¢nclosed copy of the submission he put to the Prime
Minister last night about the programme the PBC
propose on Commander Crabb,

I am sending a copy of this letter, and of the
submission, to Sir James Dumnett's Private Secretary.

B. M. NORBURY

(B.M, Norbury)

Sir Stewart Crawford, KCMG, CVO
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Commander Crabb

On 26th April, 1972, I sent you a submission about a proposal by
the BBC to produce a TV programme on the Crabb episode in 1956 - a
programme which would include certain new information which, the BBC
alleged, they had obtained from a retired naval diver who was still alive
but was reluctant to participate for fear of disciplinary reprisals by the
Ministry of Defence,
You approved a reply to the BBC to the effect that we could not
provide them with official assistance for the purposes of this programme;
that we advised them strongly to clear any script with the Secretary of the
'D! Notice Committee; and that any individual appearing on the programme,
in order to relate his experiences while in Government service, should
consider his position carefully,
Thereafter there was silence until the BBC revived the project

They now envisage producing a programme later this
year; and, once again, they are on the track of fresh information which
could be embarrassing, Their original ex-naval contact has clearly had
second thoughts and has backed out of the picture., But they claim now to
be in touch with a "serving senior naval officer' who is prepared to
disclose - always provided that this does not expose him to disciplinary
action - that, in addition to the operation undertaken by Crabb, a quite
separate diving operation was planned by the Navy against the Russian
cruiser; that this second operation was officially cancelled before it took

place; but that it was nevertheless carried out as a wholly unofficial
. enterprise. The BBC's current contact is said to have been one of those
who took part in it; but the Ministry of Defence have so far been unable
to identify him,

The BBC have now, in effect, offered the Secretary of the 'D'

Notice Cormnmittee the choice between a production with, or without,
official co-operation - the latter entailing, of course, the use of the material
They maintain that a

to be provided by the "serving senior naval officer'.

programme of this kind would discredit the version of Crabb's death which

wae put about by the former spy Harry Houghton last summer (in an article
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in the Sunday Express of 11th June 1972), i.e. that Crabb was caught by

Russian undersea sentries. But this seems a very thin justification;

and it is pretty clear that the BBC's real motive is to tell a good story

which they think that they have extracted from a Government who are anxious
y anxi

to hush it up.

THIS IS A COPY. THE ORIGINAL IS
RETAINED UNDER SECTION 3 (4)
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT |

prevent the programme from

e that the BBC would

In these circumstances we ought to

appearing if we can; and there is some reason to suppos
uest for

be prepared to consider abandoning it if our reply to their req

co-operation steered them in this direc tion. It might be necessary, for

einforce the reply with discreetl representations at a high

essary, 1 will let you know.

use all official co-operationy

this purpose, to T
As regards

level: and, if this proves to be nec

the reply itself, however, we should clearly ref

and this is the more s0 1n the light of the new information which has now
become available, since we could hardly avoid being drawn into some
¥

discussion about the unauthorised operation and this could be very damaging

indeed, We should therefore repeat our earlier refusal of help and tell the

BBC that we can give them no as sistance except by vetting the completed

manuscript negatively from the 'D' Notice angle (where our scope is very

rity at
nity can be given for any |

limited, since we cannot invoke technical secu this distance of time);

and we should emphasise, once again, that no indem

naval officer, whether serving or retired, to divulge official information.

—



To judge by what we have been told, the officer currently concerned e
unlikely to consent to appear without some degree of official pPermission:
and there is therefore a reasonable chance that, on this aspect of the

matter at least, the BBEC will have to choose between making unsubstantiated
statements without a witness or saying nothing at all, May we proceed
accordingly ?

I am sending copies of this minute to the Secretary of State for

Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and the Secretary of State for Defence,

BUKRE IREND

12th February, 1973
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COMMANDER CRABEB

I attach a draft submission to the Prime Minister

as requested at yesterday's meetilng.

Admiral Farnhill now tells me that he believes

a high

there is a chance of persuading the BBC, at

level, not to proceed with the programme. He will be

discussing this point with Sir Burke when he sees him

at 12,30 to-day. I have not attempted to incorporate

this thought in the present submission.

}M:G.E#Jrjl

[M. E. HERMAN ]

7 February, 1973.

Enclosure

SECRET - U.K. EYES A
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DRAFT SUBMISSION TO THE PRIME MINISTER

I wrote to you on 27 April 1972 about the BBC's
proposed television programme about Commander Crabb,
You will recall that at that time the BBC claimed to
be in touch with a retired naval diver who could give
them fresh information. You approved a reply from the

Ministry of Defence to the BBC saying that we could not

provide official assistance with the programme, that D
Notice clearance of the script was advisable and that any
individual appearing on the programme to relate his
experiences while in government service should consider

his position,

It is now clear that the BBC wish to go ahead with
the programme if at all possible, and are planning for
production sometime this year, Their original ex-naval
contact has got cold feet, but they claim now to be in
touch with a "serving senior naval officer" who is |
prepared to tell his story on television provided this
does not lead to disciplinary action. The BBC now know
(from one or other of their contacts, or a combination of
the two) that, in addition to the operation undertaken by
Crabb, a separate diving operation was planned by the Navy

against the Russian cruiser, They have also got wind of

[ the fact
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the fact this second operation, although officially

called off, nevertheless took place as an unofficial

enterprise. The BBC's latest contact (the serving

officer) is said to have been one of those who dived;

the Ministry of Defence have so far been unable to

identify this officer, but there seems no reason 10

doubt the claim.

has now written to the Secretary,

The BBC producer

Defence Press and Broadcasting Committee of fering 1in

effect the choice of production with or without official

co-operation. It is clear that, in asking for official

co—operation, the main point which he has in mind 1S

permission for one of the naval officers to participate

in the programme, using an officially agreed form of
words. He has put it to us that the story ol this

second operation would discredit the version of Crabb's

death (that he was caught by Russian undersea sentries)
The relevance

put about by Harry Houghton last summer.

is marginal; though no doubt a connection could be

demonstrated in a TV programme. Clearly the producer's
a good story

real motive 1s that he has stumbled across

|
and wishes to tell 1t.

1 have discussed the matter with those concerned in

the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Ministry of Defence,
on the assumption that the programme would reveal that the
i

[second
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second operation was planned, and took place without

official approval. From security viewpoint, such

revelations at a distance of 17 years would not be

directly damaging to our intelligence or defence

interests, The fact of a sensitive operation of this

kind having taken place apparently in defiance of

instructions could cause public comment; but provided

no official confirmation was given of the story, this
f should not be serious. The main objection to the
| programme is the damage which it might do to our relations
; with the Russians, If these remain as they are at present,
it is unlikely that it would make them chillier., There
is however the risk that it would give the Russians an
excuse to be obstructive about the measures (including
an exchange of naval visits) which are now under
consideration to improve relations, leading up perhaps
to your own visit to the USSR next year. In this

context the programme could do harm, especially if we are

unable to influence the timing of its presentation. Butl 1
the risk of serious damage does not seem sufficient to
justify an approach to the BBC to get 1t stopped. We

' could not claim a genuine "security" interest; there

are doubts whether the D Notice procedure could be held

to cover all aspects of the operation; and we should
invite the usual charge of attempting to suppress

el R : ts.
legitimate criticism of past evenis [Though
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Though these factors suggest that we should not

try to stop the programme, offering official co-operation
would be a different matter, It might be difficult to

avoid an admission about the unauthorised operation;

and it would in any case be a dangerous precedent. The
only likely benefit - that we might be able to influence
the content and timing of the programme - hardly seems
f to balance the risks. (We can of course still try an
approach to the Director General of the BBC if it turns

out that the date proposed for screening is diplomatically

unsuitable.) I believe therefore that we should tell
the BBC that we are unable to assist, except by vetting

the completed manuscript from a D Notice angle; and repeat
our warning that no advance clearance can be given for the

naval officer to divulge official information. It seems

from what we have been told that he is unlikely to consent
to appear without some official backing, so there is a
reasonable chance that on this aspect of the Crabb affair
the BBC producer may have a choice between making

unsubstantiated statements, without a witness, or saying

nothing at all, i

I You may wish to consult the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and the Secretary of '

State for Defence, who are receiving copies of this minute,

SECRET - U.K. EYES A
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Dear Admiral,

Thank you for your help in arranging our TF“"N? with the
Director of Nawzal Security regarding a documenta I
Commander Crabb.

Silal: 3y T i
ol e Clhaad Ll 1 AL

Clearly the problem is to make an authoritative
definitive film which will be of real archive value, At the

same time we wish to put in its true perspective an affair which
has been grossly distorted in the past - *FFmLJ¢L£ one recent

account which achieved national prominence.
There are two ways of presenting such a programn€ecescsss

la With officisl co-operation, and as far as possible in
the voices of those concerned,

Here we recognise that for security reasons it may not

» be possible to fully-discuss certain details. Even
where there are no longer security obs t;c]rf - as 1in
the case of the "2nd Eynratlﬂn” - we will
agree a form of words which could then be
of the Nawvel Officers concerned.

%
01ld oy one

the alternative is:

| 2e The facts of the Crabb affair (insofar as they are
| known) told by our reporting team, acting without

| : officigl co-operation,

| Continued/. « o o
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Secretary:
Rear Admiral K. H. Farnhill, CB, OBE

Telephones:
Office, 01-930 7022, Ext. 2206

Home, Cosham (Hants) 77187

I

ME Herman Lsq
gecretary J1IC
Cabinet Office
London SW1

[

=

Your letter J.1061/Je. 0483 of 19

came to see me On 25 January 1973 accompanied
Tom Mangold who are TES ectively to
nrogramme if the BRC go ahead with 1t.

D produce

1 ™y M ] . E— }-
Director of Naval Security was also B esent.
" = 1 3 - - 1 1 == — e 1 . - - = .:__:‘__.; "y o
Darlow said that al1though the LrabDd nrogramme had started as
<ad now been accepted for full network
i ”

1y
_";:'L;

south project, it

LELL
1

a
screening,
;£ at all possible because
atill of great public interest
evidence which 1n their opinion
bv Houghton in his book "Operation Portland”
Times Magazine. This new evidence showed, th
separate operation from that undertaken ?? §
by Naval personnel who had dived under the Ru
found no trace of Crabb or of the equipment
have been placed the ship bY
as a counter to possible ynderwater activity.
contact with a "Serving Senior Naval Officer”
taken part in this gperation and was T
front of the cameTras provided he cqnlﬁ
not be putting himself or his pensiol
doing. Darlow wanted to know 11
would be allowed to appear andt
said being vetted DY myself or
we wished, either or both of us
was recorded so that we could stop

not to be said.
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Oolonel Macafee explained the effect of the OSA and s:

at the "Serving Senior Naval Officer’ A .

hat Act if he imparted information, classified or w ) Gk s R
1C

oy,

woul be in

h he had acquired through his Service unless the release P
1 x o e 5 [ | - Pr— . — i " . ,
that information had been specllilc 11+ authorised ia rathe
: : +1 #r i o : . L8 1 T
naturally prompted the guestlon whether. since al L & :
N _ 1 wheth since a o

happened almost 17 years ago, T 1 _
we replied that neither of us was able %to venture an opinion on

i W : & : _
that partly because we did not know whether the story w

! -, I s 1} ¥ - - - -
B il Los RS Dol e r L = Ls T ¥ T 7] 1 & P

Wk

2a8e G} 11l be

fabricated and partly because, as the Lrabb 3 fair had at +the time
proved the subiect of an exchange of notes between HY and the '

Soviet Government, it was beyond our competence.

. fter considerable di scussion in which Darlow stated that the
"Sapyving Senior Nawval Office : : S ' ”
and would not do so until he had received a clearance, we ! reed

that we could not proceed further until we had seen a synopsis of
+he script of the programme which Darlow promised to send to J@ na

aoon as possible.

]"” '“ not Forn + - g . J ;

.M = 3 S— . e Lo s il 1 i s . i = - ~ "
Whilst it mavy be true that the "Serving Senlor laval Officer"

. - - B I | b ol g L T y IR TARTC A 5 P
has not said anything so far, 1T Was cle to both DNSY and myseli

Having clearly devoted a lot O !
he is anxious to go on with it and was plainly disappointed with

+that Darlow has got hold of a fairly detalled story from someone.

the result of his meeting with us; his colle: s on the other
hand seem more ready to grasp the impl cations of what was said
and realise, I feel sure, that they are likely to get into very

deep water if they are not very careful.
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s instructed by the JIC(..) at thelr meeting on
14 cember, I have told the cretary of the Cabipet of the
Commuittee's latest discussion on this subject, In his reply,

ir Purke Trend has asked that I shoul keep him informed of

any further developments, since at sowe stage, whem it 1s
known how the script emerges for vetting, he may wish to
minute the Prime kinister. 1 should therefore be mosit

d o 'velop=-

grateful if you e¢ould continue to keep me infomr

ments in the case.

am copying this letter to LUI,

n.-u...r-'a [.;Ulillul -.r;-i 1‘- I-rI‘-Lllj-l ¥ = & ® \.-i‘ - (]
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I attach a copy of a letter dated 1! ecember,
] reference J,1061/Je.0483, irom me to sdmiral arnhill
asking him to keep me informed of developments in the

case of the BBC TV programme on Commander Crabb,

It occurs to me that there may be aspects ol
case (e.g., action by MOD security authorities to forestall
leaks to the BBC) which might not necessarily fall within
the province of Secretary DPBEC to report. In view of
3ir Burke Trend's interest in the case 1 should be very
grateful if you could arrange for me to be kept in the

picture on any major developments,

[M. E, HERMAN]

Enclosure

Vice=/dmiral 3ir Louis Le Bailly, K.B.E., C.b.,
Ministry of Uefence,
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Enclosure: Copy No.27 of Confidential Annex JIC(A) (72) fqﬂp.
a
K

48th Meeting, Minute 5.

Copy No.556 of JIc(A) (72) (SEC)186.
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MR. NORB o, M o
v N R ||"‘5"5“fIE
COMMANDER CRABB - TELEVISION PROGRAMME
Ew When JIC(A) discussed this subject at theilr meeting
yesterday, the Committee instructed me to keep Sir Burke
Trend informed. I would therefore be grateful if you
/ would draw Sir Burke's attention to the attached record
of the Committee's discussion.
2, For ease of reference I am also attaching a copy of
! Q(] JIC(A) (72) (SEC)186 which was the paper under consideration
; by the Committee.
E 3. Sir Burke may wish to know that the Director General
| of Intelligence has undertaken 1o keep Sir James Dunnett
i informed., ¢ f;
thedve ¥t LLa-t 4
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Enclosure: Copy No.27 of Confidential Annex JIC(A) (72) ;f/”-
48th Meeting, Minute 5. L

(M. E. HERMAN]

Copy No.55 of JIC(A) (72) (SEC)186.
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CABINET
JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE (4)
CONFIIENTIAL ANNEX
JIc(A)(T72) 46th Meeting Minute 5
THURSDAY 14 TECEMBER 1972 at 11.00 am

L9 |

-

COMMANIER CRAEB - TELEV ISION PROGRAMME %

Previous reference? s1c(A)(72) 15th Meeting, IMinute 7

THE SECRETARY, introducing J10(A)(72)(SEC) 186, a note on this subject,

said that he thought the Committee would wish to be appraised of this

latest development. e had received recent confirmation from Admiral Denning
that the script of the proposed televigion programme On Commender Crabb
would, if it materialised, be submitted for votting under the D Notice
procedure. The only action that could be taken at present was to warn the
BBO's new alleged contact of the dangers of making any unauthorised
disclosures. Arrangements were in nand by the Ministry of Defence to

attempt to identify the officer concerned and warn him accordingly.

The Committee:

1. Took note of the statement by the Secretary and instructed him
to keep the Secretary of the Cabinet informed.

.  Invited the Ministry of Defence to keep the Committee informed
of further developmente.

Cabinet Office

15 December 1972
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You will have seen that I have put the latest
information about the BBC's television programme on
Crabb on the Agenda for next week's JIC(a)
[JIC(A) (T2) (3EC)186 dated 7 December ], My reason for
writing to you now is that in my Secretarial Note
I deliberately did not include one piece of information
mentioned by Admiral Denning. This was that the BBC's
new informant or contact is apparently still serving in

"Vernon", One presumes from this that, if it is true,

he could be identified without too much difficulty and

warned off the course by the MOD authorities,

I did not broadcast this point to the Committee
since actlion against a Serving Officer on a basis of
information volunteered to the Secretary UPBC might be a
delicate matter to handle, However, 1 feel you should be
aware of this possibility of identifying the contact, as
the question of MOD action to forestall new disclosures
to the BBC is almost certain to arise in Thursday's

discussion. It is very probable that you will have heard

| about

Vice-/idmiral Sir Louis Le Bailly, K.B.,E,, C.B.,

Ministry of Defence,
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imiral Denning or

from other sources within the MOD, but I thought 1

would write you this note just to make sure,
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JIc(a)(72)(SEC) 186 COFY NO
T December 1972
CABINET
JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITIEE (4)
106]

COMMANDER CRAEB: PROPOSED TELEVISION PROGRAMME
Previous References: JIC(A [Tg%{EHﬂg 101 (%

JIc(a)(72)(SEC) 112 \ '8
JIc(A)(72) 15th MeetinZy-Minute T
S

1. The Committee will wish to be informed that the Secretary of the
Defence, Press and Broadcasting Committee has learnt that plans for the
EBC television programme on Crabb, in abeyance for some months, have been
revived and funds voted for production some time in the New Year.

. |

fdmiral Denning has again ctressed to the producer conccrned,

Mr Darlow, that he is in no position to give clearance for Darlow's
contact to talk to the EBC. The contact, apparently a serving officer,
who had been involved in the Crabb case, is unwilling to co-operate with

t+he BEBC without prior security clearance.

2 fdmiral Demning has therefore advised Darlow that his contact should
first get in touch with his own security officer before entering into any

discuseions of his experiences with the EBC.

3. The Committee may wish to consider what action, if any, needs

to be token at this stage. I am accordingly placing this iten

9 ] 1 RIf R ] ML A% A TR 072
on the Agenda for the JIC(A) meeting on THURSDLAY 14 DECIMBER 1972.

Signed M E HERMAN

Secretary
Joint Intelligence Committee

Cabinet Office

7 December 1972
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COMMANDER CRABB: FPROFOSED TELEVISION PROGRAMME
Previous Reference: JIC(A)(72)(SEC) 101

The BBC producer concerned, Mr Darlow, has informed

Tice=ddmiral Sir Norman Denning +hat he has disocvered that his diver
informant ( see reference) had not, as claimed, been involved in the
intelligence operations. However, Mr Darlow had been put in touch
with an officer who had been involved but who was not willing to
co—operate with the BEC without security clearance. Admiral Denning
+sld Darlow that he was not in a position to give such gsecurity
clearance but felt sure that any approech to the security authorities
concerned woald meet with the strongest advice to his contact not to

digcuse his experiences with the BEC.

2. Darlow mentioned that he had read Houghton's article in the
Sunday Express dated 11 June 1972.on the Crabb case, which had further
aroused his interest, and +hat he would still like to undertake a

film on Crabb. Admiral Denning comments that "olearly from his
conversation he has unearthed the true story concerning the operations
of the naval diving team”. Darlow was told that any introduction of
this aspect would be contrary +o "I" Notices, and he has given a firm
agsurance that he would consult with Admiral Denning and submit any

scenario and script under the "D" Notice system.

Sigmed D E Chamberlain

for Sccretary
Joint Intelligence Committees
Cabinet Office

3 July 1972
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Copy to M., Herman, .

cith June 1972

", - |I:_|l..':il.
ff:"Frﬂprnmmq on Cormander Crahb -

rfé

Many thanks for your letter, reference T/N/0300/°Per. of 26th June,

of which T am sending a copy to Vike Hermen, the Secretarv of the J1C,

torether with a copy of this reply.

I read Houghton's articles in the Sunday Txpress with a sense of

horror and revulsion in no way diminished by the ‘mowledre thet this

man is goine to make more out of treason (the nublighers beine 211

poised; T gather, to promote the bhook into a best-seller) than many a

serious historien earms from & hook based upon a lifetime of research.

It may at least be in some measure reassurins that the B0 are L

definitely committed to clearing their sgeript with vou.

fe,7., Fhild)

Vice Admiral Sir Worman Tenning, ¥BE,, CB.,
Tefence, Fress and Broadcasting Committiea, ]
\ Room 6314,
\ Ministry of Tefence,
¥ein Building,
Whitehall,
London, S.H.%.
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Copy No ... of 14 FILING INSTRUCTIONS
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C J Child Esq
Historical Section
Cabinet Office

Queen Anne's Chambers
41 Tothill St

LONDON SWI1H 9JX
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BBC PROGRAMME ON COMMANDER CRABB

Reference: D/N/0309/DPBC of 23 May 1972

\ TN ? Parker phoned me on 20 June having just returned from a holiday.
)HQW { Before proceding on holiday, he had informed me that he had discovered that
his original informant was not a member of the naval team which operated
against the Russian cruiser, but he had been put in touch with an officer who
had been but the latter was unwilling to talk.without security clearance. I told
him that I was not in a position to give security clearance and I was sure that
any approach to the security authorities would meet with the strongest advice
to his contact not to talk.

Whilst on holiday he had read Houghton's story in the Sunday Lxpress
concerning the Crabb case which had further aroused his interest and he was
still very keen to do a film on Crabb. Clearly from his conversation he has
unearthed the true story concerning the operations of the naval diving team.

I told him that any introduction of this aspect would be contrary to 'D’ Notices.
However, I fear he may be determined to introduce some element of it but I :
have his complete assurance he will consult me and submit to me any scefat 10
and script.
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26 June 1972
COPY TO:

PS Sir Burke Trend
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Head of DS5
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BBC PROGRAMME ON COMMANDER CRABB : .
Reference: D/N/0308/DPBC of 23 May 1972

Parker phoned me on 20 June having just returned from a lm!id::grn_
Before proceding on holiday, he had informed me that he had discovered that
his original informant was not a member of the naval team which le‘IJf*‘.L‘;‘i,I.-;-:t!
against the Russian cruiser, but he had been put in touch with an officer who
had been but the latter was unwilling fo talk without security clearance. I told
him that I was not in a position to give security clearance and I was sure t]_mt
any approach to the security authorities would meet with the strongest advice
to his contact not to talk.

Whilst on holiday he had read Houghton's story in the Sunday Express
concerning the Crabb case which had further aroused his interest ?md he was
still very keen to do a film on Crabb. Clearly from his {:DH‘-.’E‘I‘SE!_TJI{JJI; 1_1{: has
unearthed the true story concerning the operations of the naval diving team.

I told him that any introduction of this aspect would be contrary to '’ 1'“3'“5:55-
However, I fear he may be determined {o intreduce some element of it but I :
have his complete assurance he will consult me and submit to me any sceRatlo
and script.
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1. Following the Committee's discussion at reference, the Ministry of
Defence replied to the BBEC on the lines indicated in discussion, The reply
was also seen and approved in draft by the Secretary of the Cabinat and the
Prime Minister,

2, The BEC producer concerned, Mr Darlow, has now informed

Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning that the wife of the diver who might
have appeared in the programme was highly strung and was againat her
husband taking part in the reconstruction of events concerming Crabb,

In the circumstances, Darlow does not consider it wise to press matters
further at present., If and when he finds it possible to proceed with the
programme, Derlow has given an assurance that he will keep in touch with
Admiral Demning,

Signed D E CHAMBERLAIN

for Secretary
Joint Intelligence Committees

Cabinet Office

20 Mey 1972
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CONFIDENTIAL
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

MAIN BUILDING, WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W.I

TELEPHONE DI-230 FO22

PERMANENT UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE

Sir Burke Trend GCB CVO CABINET }".--'::ﬂ
Cabinet Office | A
Whitehall - __f?'*f—.l
London | 23 MAY 1972 L
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h,L: You mentioned to me the other day that when you consulted

the Prime Minister about the above case he commented on the time
it had taken the Ministry of Defence to deal with it,

I asked my people to look into this, The fact of the
matter is that the BBC producer concerned got in touch, in the
first instance, with an informmation officer on the Navy
Department's side here and I am afraid it took the Navy
Department two months before they brought the matter to the
attention of the Central Staffs in the Ministry of Defence,

3‘»‘#”31,;#; They have been duly admonished.

10.S I am afraid this is one of those cases that happen 1 rom

time to time when a number of people, not knowing quite what

to do with the issue before them, shuffle the papers between
themselves,

CONFIDENT IAL
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| Ref. A01729

| PRIME MINISTER

| e e—
i_.‘.. I n..,,,...........,....;

The BBC are considering the production of a 30=minute TV

o .l'l:'t-"f

Commander Crabb

programme on the mysterious disappearance of Commander Crabb
in 1956. They claim that almost the whole of this Programme will
consist of material which has already been published; but they profess

to have obtained certain additional information from another diver who

is still alive but is reluctant to appear for fear of reprisals by the Ministry
of Defence! The BBC maintain that this individual whose identity they are
Bot prepared to disclose at this stage will say that Crabb died in Stokes Bay.
This, so far as it goes, is in line with the official version of Crabb's death,
l.e. that he died while testing new apparatus in Stokes Bay. But there can,
of course, be no certainty that this new witness would necessarily confine
himvself to this story once he appeared before the cameras,

The matter has been considered by the FCO and the Ministry of
Defence, who have agreed the attached draft letter to the BBC, Iam
rather doubtful whether this will prevent either the BBC from making
the programme or the unidentified individual from taking part in it.

But given the amount of information about the Crabb affair which has
already been published (particularly by the Sunday Times in their colour
supplement some time ago) I doubt whether we can press our objections
any more strongly - or whether we should be wise to try to do so. It
cannot do our relations with the Soviet Government much good, particularly
if the new witness confirms that we sent divers under the Soviet ships,

But it is perhaps not likely at this interval after the event to do them

much bharm,

27th April, 1972

il
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Copy toi N .
AUS(¥S) s s LOW|
AUS(D Staff).
Sec JIC

BEBC PROGRAMME ON COLJANDER CRAEB

1. As I told you on the telephone, DGI put this matter before the JIC inis

morning. The Committee took the view that our response should be a low level

letter and not, at this stage, & high level approach to the BBC. They therasfore
B

a

i 3 - = sl il 1. & P, T T ' [ =T W Sy T . L e e of e
considered the draft letter which might go from Lrialhavy, it felt that 1%s
general tone was 10O acquiescent. They therefore asked if we would harden the

1ine taken in it and I attach a new draft which 6T feels reflscts the attitude
of the Committee. T would be grateful if you would consult us again before
making any substantive changes to the drait.

o, It might be useful for you to lnow that, apart from kLD aspects of the

matter, the principal fears axpressed in Commitiiee emanated from the ¥UU, Va0 &axa
1 5 o B - 9 L oy - - e
particularly enxious that programmes such as Tais should not appear at & Tine
= - oo

3 S "% = 1 J - o ol g i - Frt r T 1
when Anglo-Soviet relatlons are bEannlEE;at last, to blossom & llviulie. The
i ‘!H

PCO would be grateful to receive any news about the BBC's intentions in this
matier.
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1. I am sorry not %0 nhave replied earlier To your letter of
0 February concerning your proposal 10 make & television progra

gbout the 1ate Commsnder Tionel Crabbe.

2 I have consulted my colleagues on this umatter and T am eorry
+0 have O tell you that +here SCeNS noe way in which we can
yﬁﬁ, except O advise you strongly O olear any script you nay
produce with Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning, Secretary ol the
Tiefence rress ond Broadcasting Committee. T press this advice
because, &8 Jou will appreciate, should there be any improper
disclosure of information the responsibility would lie witz you
and with any other persons concerned with, or appearing in, the
PrOgraliie « Moreover, 1L obviously cannot comment on the

x s

possibillvy of action being taken agains

'

+ + -y
o

clearly it would pve only fair for you t0 point out to &xy person

or persocns concerned that they should very carelully consider

their position vefore contributing 4o your progralie.

CONFPIDENTIAL
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Admiral Denning.

Enclosure:

rdm“" e O Cak orced

Minute 7

SECRET -
U.K. EYES ONLY
[ L iy .3
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s i |
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COMMANDER CRABB

on Thursday, the JIC(A) discussed

Commander Crabb and

yn programme On

- minute 1s attached.

ligence Stafi have now amended the

-0 the BBC to reflect the Committee's

stand that Peter England will be

. amended version to Sir Burke Trend

'ore despatch to the BBC.

)yefence have not yet finally decided

;eparate approach to the BBC in order

-he programme has proceeded but the

yy Naval Press Relations through

[m. E. HERMAN |
24 April, 1972.
SECRET -

U.KE. EYES ONLY




SECRET -

U.K. EYES ONLY

J.1061/Je,089

MR. NORBURY
"

COMMANDER CRABB

At their meeting on Thursday, the JIC(A) discussed
the proposed television programme on Commander Crabb and S

a copy of the relevant minute 1is attached.

2. The Defence Intelligence Staff have now amended the
original draft reply to the BBC to reflect the Committee's
discussion and I understand that Peter England will be
sending a copy of this amended version to Sir Burke Trend

for final approval before despatch to the BBC.

E; The Ministry of Defence have not yet finally decided
the details of their separate approach to the BBC in order
to ascertain how far the programme has proceeded but the
approach may be made by Naval Press Relations through

Admiral Denning.

A o

[M. E. HERMAN]

24 April, 1972,

Enclosure: Minute 7

SECRET -

U.K. EYES ONLY
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SECRET
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) Tth Meeting Mimute 7

1¢ Director of Nawval

n programme on

md Broadcasting

‘ered but that the EBC
e to him under the *D?

grounds. The BBC
diver who had also

ad been formerly

ipletely to abandon the

it of material which

ing.
MHOD e pegS

Eprtals :
#ﬁkﬂg of Ceser Lpllas programme on Crabb's
sture in the light of

Jole

d. The draft reply from the Ministry of Defence to the BBC producer
concerned should be amended to avoid giving the impression that the
subject was exceptionally delicate, whilst still discouraging the whole
project and especially the production of new evidence. The EBC
should be invited to submit the script of any programme %O
Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning.

5,  Invited the Ministry of Defence =

a. To reply to the BBC on the lines indicated;

b. To ascertain the stage which the programme hﬂﬁﬁl‘eai{f‘e‘il i
and to inform the Foreign and Commonwealth Office accordinglys

s. To inform the Committee of the outcome in due course.




EXTRACT from JIC(A)(7Z) 15+h MEETING held on _ A0 - 7L

SECRET
UK EYES ONLY

Te COMMANDER CRABB: PROPOSED TELEVISION PROGRAMME
Previous reference to Commander Crabbt JIC(A)(69) Tth Meeting Minute 7

TR HAROLD MAGUIRE said that the BEC had approached the Director of Naval
Press Relations on the subject of a proposed television programme on
Commander Crabb. The Secretary of the Defence Press and Broadcasting
Committee had advised that no assistance should be offered but that the EBC
should be invited to submit the script of any programme to him under the 'D?!
notice system for any necessary amendment on security grounds. The BEC
claimed that some new information was available from a diver who had also
been involved in the intelligence operations and who had been formerly

employed by the Ministry of Defence.

The following main points were made in discussion -

a. Tt would be difficult to persuade the BEC completely to abandon the
programme on security grounds in view of the amount of material which
had already been published on Commander Crabb.

b. However, the new material might well be damaging.

o, FEven if pew revelations could be prevented, a programme on Crabb's
activities would be undesirable at the present juncture in the light of

FCO's endeavours to normalise relations with the US3R.

d. The draft reply from the Ministry of Defence to the BBC producer
concerned should be amended to avoid giving the impreseion that the
subject was exceptionally delicate, whilst still discouraging the whole
project and especially the production of new evidence., The EBC
should be invited to submit the script of any programme to
Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning.

2e Invited the Winistry of Defence —

n, To reply to the BEBC on the lines indicated;

b. To ascertain the stage which the programme had reached
and to inform the Foreign and Commonwealth Office accordingly;

Ca To inform the Committee of the outcome in due course.




EXTRACT from JIC(A)(7Z) /S+¥h MEETING held on L0 . 72

THE CHAIEMAN summing up the digoussion, said that the reply from the
Minigtry of Defence should be sent to the BBC, amended on the lines

jndicated in discussion.

could be made to ascertain how far

on the use of the new material.

to defer the programme should be made by them to the HBEC.

The Committee —

l.

Invited the Ministry of Defence =

o To reply to the BBC on the lines indicatedj

Cx®

be. To ascertain the stage which
and to inform the Foreign and Commonwealth Office

To inform the Committee of the outcome in dus

It would also be helpful if some suitable approach
the BEC programme and preparations had

proceeded, and to what extent the decision to go ahead with it would depend
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office would

then wish to consider, in the light of this information, whether an approach

Took note with approval of the Chairman's summing up.

the programme had reached

accordingly;
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5 '.1l [= o




ﬁlﬁgffﬁg

UK EYES ONLY

SECRET
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SECRET

LOCSE MINUTE

D/DISSEC 4/7/6/9

Hd DS 5

Copy toi
AUS(¥S)
AUS(D Staff
Sec JIC

EﬁG_EHﬁGRAEEE ON COMMANDER CRAEBB

1., As I told you on the telephone, IGL put this matter vefore the JIC this
morning. The Committee took the view that our response should be a low level
jetter and not, at this atage, & high level approach to the BBC. They therefore
considered the draft letter which might go from DPR(Navy) and felt that iis
general tone was too acquiescent. fore asked if we would harden the
1ine taken in it and I attach a new draft whi flects the attitude
of the Committee. I would be grateful if you would consult us again before

making any substantive changes to the draft.

2, It might be useful for w that, apart from MOD aspects of the
matter, the principal fears aexpressed in Committee emanated from the FCO, who are
partieularly anxious that programmes such as this should not appear at & time
when Anglo-Soviet relations are beginning, at last, to blossom & 1ittle. The
FCO would be grateful to receive any news about the BEC's intentions in this
matter.

s

1 DAVIES

ig Cdr
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CONFIDENTIAL

DRAFT

L]
1 1 am sorry not to have replied earlier to your letter of

9 February concerning your proposal to make a television programme

about the late Commander Lionel Crabb.

2 I have consulted my colleagues on this matter and I am sorry
to have to tell you that there seems no way in which we can assist
you, except to advise you strongly to clear any script you may
produce with Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning, Secretary of the
Defence Press and Broadcasting Committee. I press this advice
because, as you will appreciate, should there be any improper
disclosure of information the responsibility would lie with you
and with any other persons concerned with, or appearing in, the
programme, Moreover, I obviously cannot comment on the
possibility of action being taken against any individual but
clearly it would be only fair for you to point out to any person
or persons concerned that they should very carefully consider

their position before contributing to your programme.

CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIA




SECRET AND PERSONAL c.rl I

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

MAIN BUILDING, WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W.I

TELEPHONE oiI-930 FO22

PERMANENT UMDER-SECRETARY OF STATE

PUS/72/T747 17 April 1972
rﬂleET 'ITH"FT'L'.";“qr

- s T b

Sir Burke Trend GCB CVO fﬁ 1qij 1 1SS
Cabinet O1fice SR i ‘
Whitehall 18 APRIY/Z 1
LONDON SW1A 2AS - <O

i
FILE N .qoneervtnns £ okl l

——

Deor Bucke,

Thank you for your letter of 13 April - your reference A01623 -
about the projected BBC programme oOn Commander Crabb, Our people

are in touch with the FCO. It will then be, as you 5ajy, for
Stewart Crawford to decide if he wants the matter discussed at the

JIC,

I note that you would like to be kept informed of developments,

A copy of this letter gOEs to Stewart Crawford.

SECRET & PERSONAL

ey a2 U Wi O,
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With the Compliments of

Clifton Child

CABINET OFFICE

Historical Section
Queen Anne's Chambers,
4], Tothill Street,
London, S.W.I

Telephone: WHitehall 54221

BC e =TEW PTOr L
proposed BEC falavioion

= a Jrr llnrﬁ_.a-:l1n.
Thank you for your minuid /72/c2
.ﬂPTil-

i ryroponed n
The quostion of the proposed 1V 50 5

} {:.1... (as 1 have +o0ld Peter S00~=-
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axte 1o 14th April, 1972.

CABINET OFFICE | | Cawme? OsvIcE

A g [ 202,
W.D.Cribbs Esq. | 1 4 7 18 APRI1972
= iy, ¥ 14 APR 1972

L:inistr;.r of r,afﬂma_ FILING INSTRUCTIONE
FILE No...oocoennw.. i .,

BALNG  NSTP LCTIONE
ok |

il =

Proposed BBC Television Prorromma on

Thank you for your minute 1/72/c2aD
April.

The question of the proposed TV
Crabb sooms to mo (ms I have told Pet
telephone) to raise iscues of possibl
1 am therefore copying your rdnute (ag
Lhe previous minute from Peter Enplani) <o tha
Secretary of the JIC, as well as to Drian Horbury in
cur Private Offico.

In the eircumstences, I will not comment on your
dralt lettor to David Darlow until I know if the JIC

_hnuﬁ views.
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am sorry not to h replied earlier to your letter of

about your proposal to make a television propgramme
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remind you that
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well be fraught with security difficulties.and I

nevertheless decide to proceed you will have a very carc
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aspect. You will appreciate that should there
disclosure the responsibility wo Le with you and with any other persons

pramme, and clearly I cannot at this stage;

o

comment on the poss: .y of action being taken against any individual.

I would therefore strongly recommend that any script you unay

should be clcared with Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning, Secretary ol

efence Press and Broadcasting Committee who will be able to advise ycu of

DU notice angles.




Ll

13th April, 1972

{ Ref. A01623 o0ty

|ch|

I am grateful to Peter England for keeping me in touch with
developments inside the Ministry of Tefence about the nrojected BBC
TV programme on Commander Crabbk, T must confess that ] arn a bit
disturbed about some of the possible iruplications of this enterprise -
not least the apparent emergence of a man,still living who claims to be
able to throw fresh light on the whole affair. This need not amount to
much; alternatively, however, it could be the beginning of quite a lot of
trouble,

The project has obvious implications in terms both of security and
of relations with the Soviet Union; and I should have thought that before you
enter into any commitment with the BBC the FCO
ought to be brought into the discussion. 1 have mentioned the matter to
Stewart Crawford, who agrees and would be grateful if you could arrange
for hir to be briefed about the BEEC proposal. I think that thereafter he
may wish to discuss it at the JIC; but that is for him to sav,

I am sending Stewart a copy of this letter; may I leave it to you to
get in touch with him direct - although I should be gratsful to be kept
iniormed of developments,

THIS IS A COPY. THE ORIGINAL IS
RETAINED UNDER SECTION 3 (4)
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT

Sir James Dunnett, 3CB, CMT
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MR. NORBURY |
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Proposed BRC Programme about Commander Crabb

¥Mr. P.T.E. England has copied to you.his minute
AUS (Defence Staff)/193 of 12th April. i‘ g
J

5
T,

When Mr. England telephoned me about this yesterday,
I said that (without having seen the back-ground papers)

the matter seemed to be one of JIC interest.

1 am therefore copying this minute, with a xerox
——=> oopy of AUS/193, to lr. Herman.

(CeJ. Child)

COVERING SECHET

12 April 1972




Raference. . .ﬂH{U;UE"

AUS (Defence Etafi}flﬂj

€2 _(AD) (fr Cribbs)

Copy to :

PS/Sir Burke Trend
PS/PUS

AUS (NS)

CPR

Head of DS 11

Head of Ds 12

Cabinet 0ffice (lir Chilgd)

ZROPOSED DTG TV _PROGRAMME ON COITIAMDIR CRATR

e am

e spoke, Would you please draft a reply Xronm
DPR (vayB to the producer o7 the proposeqd Programmo,
lir Darlow, and clear this draf+: With llr Chila o= the
Cabinet Office., On present advice, it sccus V0 oo
that the reply should, in effect, say we are B8OOIy
there is no asslstance we can usefully rive but sact
the BBC should ¢lear the Seript with Adniral Derauing
in case there are any 'D' Notice angles,

= A £

(Sgd) P. T. . THNGLANG

P T E ENGLAND
AUS (Dafence Staff)

12 April 1972
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Copy to:

P3/PUS
AUS(HS)

CPR

Head of C2(AD)
lead of DS11
Head of DS12

PROPOSED BBC TV _PROGRAMME ON COMMANDER CRABBH

s Your AUS(DS)/174 of 6th April 1972, the only 'D' Nozics
relevant to the case of Crabb is 'D! Notice No 10 British
Intelligence Services,

s S0 much has already been published on Crabb some factual,
wuch speculative that I doubt whether any significant new light
cun be cast oa the aiffair concerning Crabb kimself,

. However, 1t is a faet that a naval tezn from "Vernon" did -

dive under the
Russian ships and I suspect the new evidencs is fron one of these.
The operation was kept secret andarevelation could have political/
security difficulties,

4 1 agree that MOD should give no assistance but perhaps CPR
may like to suggest to Darlow that he clears his seript with me,

e In view of paragraph 3 I have classified this minute secrei,

THIS IS A COPY. THE ORIGINAL IS
RETAINED UNDER SECTION 3 (4)

OF THE PU BLIC RECOHDS ACT Vice Admiral Sir Norman Denning, L

Secretary/DPBC,
Room .6354, Ext 2206,

11th April 1972, Main Builiding.




Sec/DPEC

Copy to i

PS/TUS
AUS (us) ; without

CPR

Head of C2 (AD)
Head of DS 1l
Head of D5 12

attachment

PROTOSED BBC TV PROGRAMME ON COITIANDER CRAEB

7 I attach a copy of a minute by AUS (iiS) which is
self-cxplanatory. Please see in particular paragrapi 4.
It seens to me 3

B any advice you may be able o give could be
related only to any 'D' Notice which may be relevant
to the case

b. if we are up against real political and/or
security difficulties I must let the Cabinet Officc
know as soon as possible

Ce the draft reply %o the BBC should be cleared Ly
Head of C2 (AD) as well as CPR so that we can nmalws
consistency in an area with which some of us ar
constantly involved.

Certainly this seems to be yet another case in which the
Ministry of Defence should give neither assistance nor
hostages to fortune.

C r-..\!L-':ll ;ul.'ll‘:.-_:l

{ E'.:'J"r' .

P T E ENGLAND
AUS (Defence Staff)

6 April 15972
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DPR/107/1/39
PROPOSED BBC IV PROGRAMME
OX COMMANDER CRABER
pua(n),
(throupl
Gondcn GOi-

A cnel. 1 4o o letter from a DDC Televlnion
produecy ocekini pPRr(i1) ‘e views on @ Programis ho
propoues on the Cprabb cnee. YhC ¢ile wend straight :
to VCiig after brie? comment DY cave.Int. and pilsY
10t ourprisingly VvOLUS dislikes the 1Gcn of Lnio
progrennd whicl, acoplic ihe paooafc of 16 years, 49
valilely o inprovo *ho Anago ol the Havy or wuhi
‘meollincnce Soyviceo (and nmignd conccivably Godl Lo
puooionn conovhing whcy do nov alrenoy ko) .
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wlinute Sheet No. 2 ) Relerence

Minutes and Bricf Deteils of Enclosures | ‘ Clas. | Encl.

L
0,

2. As the BAC are not asking us for active ossistance
in preparing the programme, which we would presumably
refuse very rirmly, I would not think we can do much to
discourage it other than to make it clear thnt the
reeponsibility for any illegal or improper disclosurcs i
would rest Cfirmly on the BBC and the inaividuals concerned,
Any idea that we would indemnify them, collectively or
individually, in advance against either procecedings under |
. the 0Officlal Sccrets Acts or review of a Service pension '
beecnuse of improper bechaviour by the reclpient is scli-
cvidently nbourd - however preat the political and
prectical dilfficulties of either course. I undersiand
that the Admiralty Doard has power of review of a gervicce
pencion but would be grateful if Head of NL would comment |
on this end ony other relevant acpecis. " o)
5 Subjeet to this, and if you agree, US of S(RN) should
be shown these papers and asked to approve that DPR(N) '
should tell the Producer, Mr. Darlow, thal on the bas
the information in his letter of 9th February the lin
of Defence can only

a. 'note that the BBC may make a programme aboul ihe
i/ Crablb cace; j '

b. . express a preliminary view that we are very
. i ‘unlikely to wish to assist in 1ts preparation
 or be assoclated with 1t;

decline to comment formally on the hypothetical
' poosibility of any individuval being procceded
‘against under the Official Secreta Acts or for
any other reason, but remind the BBEC that they
“and the individuale concerned would be
responsible for any 1illegal or improper disclosurc.
|
1. Unfortunately, the BBC letter was A& month old before |
it reached VCHS level and I am reluctant to widen the ;
consultation further. But because ol the special |
circumstances of the Crabb case and the possible impllcatjons
for the Services Press and Broadcasting Committee, 1 &m l ,
copying this minute and the BBC letter to AUS(D Starf) and
CPR in canse they wish to comment. It might be in order | [
for example, to-tell the BEC that they could consult .

Adniral Denning informally on poinis of doubt, .
. I, L b b . . |

P
R‘E *{~Eunﬂ-=;

=,
)

LR i L . AUS(NS
Lth April 1972
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'BRITISI CROADCASTING CORPODATION
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SOUTH WESTERN HOUSE SOUTHAMPTON 503
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TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAMS SOUTHAMPTON 26201

Pth February, 1972

Dear Mr. Jacl,

As I mentionegd on the, telephoney, I am investip ating the
possibility of making a thirty-minute television prograse on
the mysterious disappearance of Commander Lionel Crabb iu 1956,
The programme would exanine cach of the various theories put
forward, and would consist 'very largely of previously-published
material, We would hope to breoak some new ground, hovever, and
here I should welcome ynur advice on any security ﬂrnhlcmu
that might arise, :

Dut, first of all a hrcnhduwn of the progranue itself:
i :
l1.'. Crobby, the lepgend = heroic service clurin{; and
1 . after the war (library film) - his strange
personality - the sudden disappearance,

The peolitical background = B and K's visit -

the Ruasian cruisers = Kruschev rvfn1n to a spy -
tallks end coolly - Eden's denial of espionare
operation - body found by fisherwan - innquest,

Sunday Times Theory: Crabb hired by dritish
Intelligence = physically unfit - dived under
cruisers, died of blood poisoning = trapned
undervater in Langstone llarbour = drifted free
Tfourtcen uonths lntcr - positively identified
at inquest,

Dernard ilutton's Theorys Crabb dived under
cruisers - cantured by Russiagns - interropated
alive in Rusasia today. ' '

Officirl versiont Crabb died testing nev apparatus
in Stokes BDay - nov confirmed by another diver,
colleague of Crabb's, who says that he and others
nctually vent under Russian ships,

A8 you can seecy, almost the whole prosramme consista of
widely published maoterial, The only new information arises in
{5.] - the diver who elaims thal Crabb did die in Stokes day.
"hilst this docs confirm the official version of Crabb'a doyatiny
the wany, neverthelessy, is reluctant to appear om television for
fear of reprisals by the didistiry of Defence, :
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trsnmt 1Tndar Sacratarv of State

)in particular he fears that his Navy pension (he is now retired
from the Service) might be jeopardised,

My own puecsa is that the criterion by wvhieh you would

o "vhether or not it would tend Ho cudanger
and in that case I think you would n:;rm‘:J
that the passepe of time has rendered this incident harmless,
It ean have little relevance %o present-day sccuritly operations

asgcas this nmatter 1
nntional seccurity",

or organisation,

I phould welcome Yyour oboervations on ihe prosramme, and
l1ook forward to hearing from you in the necar future.

. . am
e ———— . — -
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We Jacly E-f}l]tj

loom 0323,

Main Building,
Ministry of Defence,
Whitehall,

LONDON, SeWale

Yours sincerely,

(David Darlow)

" Producer, Television
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Havinz con ‘ ; LLNPP, T will dezl
Iirsc with the quasti T pensions mentioned in
para 2 of 45 and i s letter,

Pensions Act and the I
epariment may at its ai
ater) or forfeit a pens

retion

L5
io:

llisconcuct by the pensioner;

b. Conviction nf a serious offence connectegd

with the Q“Tvlﬂ

c. Grave Crlhlual offences;

Ce Any oOther criminal offence reegulting i:
senvence D; inmprisonment éxXceeding six e
J..:J.ﬂ J.LIFL‘--

It seems nost uRllTElj that if' the

{auo“vmaLs} iver took part in the

:h%.':,‘.l"ﬂt_."jhl'-.- ' ot uh:}uld ..Hve ;_.n:lf ﬂ;L.:.E
cunce_nlnu his pension,

s The said diver does of course remsin subject
%o the Of flﬂ““l Secreis Act and depending on whas
he says gat lay himself open to prosecution fon
unl awiul sclosure of information. I suspect,
houever, after the -passage of itime and bearing in
rind the 1 rinental view thav there is ‘no
sacurity ction to the programme thet the
Directior of Puvlic Prosecutions would be unlikxely
10 bring a prosecution,

| T At the inquest on Commander Crabbeé, the
Coroner ;Guuiﬂﬂh an open verdiect. f, there
the diver mentioned by the BRC has and disclo
I G"Hﬂ iE.-"]. "‘&-,..L..T.I":..I‘J.u hﬂ thE G. "th |:|‘ EG‘.;.;&..M.LL.-
wWnlcn he deliverately withheld back in 1957 -
¢ nizht find himself in trouble with the
;'*“*1t*es en uwnat score.

A

_f.‘"""r-h. lll-|l|ll|-|l|.,,1_'-l 'fﬁr-
u'\-.-. oW l.-"h. ‘H-
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Minute Sheet No,

Minutes and Brief Details of Enclosures

B On the pgenersl guestion GL -
about Commander Crabbe, 1 '
the fzct that the Prime Hinis

"
_-ll'“‘_h.'r- -

E‘I. b.'l l..l.l..lu 'hul..x'ur ..-'_I.l '-ii.i{-l :J.D.LIECI GJ—

(Col 1226-1225) in which he

Tt would not be in the publ
t0 disclose the circumstance
Commander Crabbé is. presum
hlu tht. s

On 14 llay (Columns

.
the late kr hHugh Gal
g

?

"
Minister ag
G GP G':'h..u 1..-..:1

-

]

'
Fy
-

'
[
-

6. I do not personall)
Crabbt affair but 1f the Prime liini
was due o politicsal ressons or dip
or Fecarity veasons (or a combinati
when even though securiuy

ﬂgﬁarenle be discounted, linisters
yish publiecity to be glven to whis

indeed wigh the BJD to be ﬂ;uuDETELB
this is possible) from proceedinz wi
proposed pr L.ummE. Qtherwise 1
with AUsS(NS)'s minute.
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e I have made this docket STAFF=-IN IDENCE

ﬂh#ﬂrvﬁuﬁﬂfﬁ—qjéj
D K BOMFREY
e e
5 April L1972
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From : P T E ENGLAND, Assistant Under Secretary of State

(Defence Staff)
Pei MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
S ) : Main Building, Whitehall, LoNpoN S.W.1

&g F :
o FHIHET = 01-930 7022, ext,
L
Yorrgomer: | _7APRI972 | 6 F - [Tnlmer oen |
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