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SENSEI!
DON'T
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STOP, >y ~
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\ ) vou
rzuN \‘\ ecdoiid
AWAY! Wd./t / \I A pirro

PAY FOR
}3‘/ Sl B o

THIS!
¥ NN ) f%
R Y J\l\/ \ﬂ\'/

N LAz - L rrans
J /| » You LD 'T
| serers g8 LS9\ mieHTVE BEEN eveﬁogfe:L
NO FOOD AWALLET IN  ONE MEASLY
\ FOR YOU \ THERE! WHO  BRIEFCASE!
| Tovar: J KNOW®S HoW

|/ MUCH MONEY
| MIGHT'VE BEEN
|




HEY NOW, .
YIl  ovontee  mama.
i ) S0 ROUGH.
[ LoOK AT THIS
| GIRL. SHE'LL
| BE A BEAUTY
. ONE DAY!

v

<l

A /U7 voN'T scar
\w\_,,." /", HER FACE, OR
ELSE WE WON'T

1\ ) HMPH | geT A GooD
o | N ' \-‘ ABRAT 7 PRICE WHEN WE
b
at! 4

) LIKE | SELL HER TO
. HER? [ THE BROTHEL.




- . was Chizu...

. Ilived only
- Por the next

As Far back as
I could remember,

I was an orphan. I lived
with other children like me,
helping a pair of thieves
with their robberies
and scams...

My name

Then,
one day,
} when I was

I snuck into a

DG R room to stesl
A ‘;\/}\} jewelry. Ichiren
N Y Ozaki came to

~ my rescue.

HEY, TELL
S A Me, WY

0 /| ARe You
S ‘) DONG THIS?

theater's dressing




SHE
COULD BE

ICHREN-SAN,
ARE YOU SURE
IT'S WISE TO
TAKE THAT

GIRL WITH
youz?

KID WILL BE
HAPPY LIVING
IN TOKYO
WITH A RICH
GUY LIKE
You.

His Pather was

a wealthy man who He was
had invested a large that theater’s
amount of money in scriptwriter

the company and and director.

thereby had become
a close FPriend of

) Despite his
the company's young age,
director. U2 ok 8 Wad

~with talent and

/ compassion.

Despite this,
Ichiren was
never arrogant.

I arrived in Tokyo
with Ichiren holding
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VR I'M THE I hved ;
CUSTODIAN at Ichiren’s
OF THIS | theater, the
5TAR"NGTHEATER' I Moonlight
TODAY, YOU'LL /| Theater.
\ ASSIST ME. a& |
.
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s DON'T
.\ BE AFRAID.
* I'M HERE
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5QUEEZE
: >

DON'T

BE AFRAID. .
TMHERE ==

WITH YOU. \\T .




PLEASE,
HELP
YOUR-
SELF!

~ That was
| I=the First time

Il |_I understood |1

For the First time

L the idea of ’ in my life, I could eat
[Mcontentment.” | |

and sleep at peace.

[ Take |
| THESE |
CANDIES ‘|
AS A

The troupe, When Ichiren
who had been had bresks
suspicious of From work... |

me atf Pirst... e .

THAT'S
CORRECT!
YOU'RE A

FAST
LEARNER,

Eventually \ )%’LAQE
/ we:lcomed.me GONG | He taught >
into their | poyr TOBEAL 1o to pesd ™

Fold.

STAR! ;
\ |FoRoeT and write.
\ us! 7 y
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| THAT'S
ICHIREN- \

THAT'S NO WHAT WILL
BECOME OF
WAY FOR
AHUMAN HERIF I SEND
1O LIVE. HER BACK TO

HER OLD LIFE?

HOW CAN T
SEND HER
AWAY NOW?

I'M SURE T
SHE'S  THAT GIRL [s DIDN'T MAKE
JUST AN NOT A THIEF A MISTAK,E,
ORDINARY OR ANYTHING KIYONO!
GIRL. LIKE THAT.
2 Vi
N
% BECAUSE 1
TOOK HER INTO
MY CARE, T AM
RESPONSIBLE
FOR HER LIFE.
I MUsT
MAKE HERS
A HAPPY

£
.

BETTER | " :
SHE'S A WHAT WERE i
TOGETRID [ STRANGER. YOU THINKING,
Or e WHAT ARE ~ HELPING A :
CAUSES ANY TO DO WITH THIEF? 1
TROUBLE... .

/

THAT GIRL... 1y

CAUSE TROUBLE
SOMEDAY, T WILL

RESPONSIBILITY.

IF SHE DOES

TAKE ALL THE




S lwon'tbe
a burden. |
won't cause
trouble...

_ Hereat .
“your side...”

%, o 4 -
\ \ N
/ BePore LN '
s NGO NG My Priends
morver [~ long, Twas || ~orie 4 among the
acting on  |INATURAL! - troupe taught
sfage in 7 me traditional
children's dance and

roles.

other arts.
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ACT-

RESS?|
Fia

|

WOULD }
. YOU LIKE
| TO BE AN

Ichiren was
\\:{ferg strict, buf\
“\u&en he praised

\\\ine, I Pelt like \\))

\H could Ply.

= YOU WERE
_  Goop!

)

2 /3“‘/// /y; i \‘ W
" AN

4 i i“ ’

I dign't mind

enduring the

harshest renearsals
iF it meant hearing
those kind words.



Ah, yes,
lchiren...

You created

DOCTOR,
HER
\ PULSE!

PREPARE
THE
: INJECTION!
\"‘.

IiePtbehind the 7y ry |lived
children’s roles Por . only for you,~
\ ) my First leading “ E.Towe  chiren.
'90 role... Diang, the :
N /} moon goddess.

whaTs Ll
GOING ON? | 1f

| Twhars Y |
| EVERYBODY | X«N
|\ STARING oo

X |




WHAT AN | &
I NEVER  AMAZING J\
DREAMT SHE  BEAUTY!
COULD BE S0
BEAUTIFUL!

Y A,
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O S8 Vel 0w
O T 3SA
— VT N
‘\/‘1@ THE ‘
S BUTTERFLY |
I EMERGED
FROMTHE N e/
CHRYSALIS. | iy X
: (&




That was
the Pirst time
I saw him
wear such an
expression.

A mixture of \l|
amazement,
embarassment
and conPusion...
As though he was
seeing something

dazzling...

the look of
3 Pather or —

brother, nor ~<
that of 8 "~ @)
teacher..

It gave me a8
When I stepped onto new Feeling...
the stage, the audience

was struck breathless. ‘ ‘ q
/ .‘_. b o S v ~-. ; i g i/\\ !}?J\The show
o & 5 ~ &) 1 P 4 ; o : W was a
2 21 B A S~ ‘\oug‘

O SUCCess.
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“~_Enthusiasm

\\and excitement

\_ resounded

N \throughout the
\\ auditorium...

I sensed an
invisible energy

moving the
audience’s
hearts. g
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= understand the _/
- meaning of living
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v It was fhe
Pirst time since the "’j-mi‘ '

 Moonlight Theater =%
' was Pounded that a
show garnered so —

much interest. So e
. many people came
~ that every show

was sold out.



¢ Pt - "
< / FORTLINATE |
' 8 = [ T0 HAVE

! ' l A MET YOU...

YOU HERE TO
TOKYO THOSE
NINE YEARS

)

THIS

HAND WAS NINE YEARS

; ALWAYS AGO, WHEN
THERE TO I CAME TO
GUIDE ME. TOKYO, THIS
HAND MEANT

EVERYTHING

2> 4 TO ME.

you savep I SHOULD  gengeyr
ME FROM BE THE ONE TO

THAT BE THANKFLL

TCHED THAT WE MET

Wxiy gg NINE YEARS
LIFE. AGO.

4

IF I HADN'T

NOW. MET YOU, T
AND |N‘:T.HE WOUILDN'T BE
WHAT T AM

: FUTURE... TODAY.




[ @ | vyouve |f ‘,
A BECOME A ||  you're ‘
BEAUTIFUL || gmiLL A

GRL, | cup, |
CHIzU. | cHizu. |

THE

MOONLIGHT
Al SUITS YOU B
WELL.

| THE DAY WILL
’)\\ SOON COME WHEN |
. YOU'LL BE READY
== TOLET GO OF
= THIS MAND! /

I'M GLAD
I CAST YOU
AS THE MOON
GODDESS

ST

AN
/ 1 0 Ichiren later gave

NG _,}_,7 / ' M/Vq\— me the stage name
___,j\:%mw / s RN Chigusa Tsukikage.
- i One day I'll want
_Amljust Maybe I'm a to let go of Sensei’s
like any other burden to him? hand? How absurd!
young actor . That won't ever
1o him? g
lean’t

happen!
o

even ?/

imagine

life S

without
him!




Just because
. he took care of @
| me since | was .Q.
a little girl? / N}

\\g‘ close to him?

Then there was
the play Ksen.

s SCEE, YOURE = Iplsyed Aysks,

= = DOWNSTAIRS  RECOVERING AND = who was secretly in
= 1S SOICHIRO, TAKAO HOLDS == love with Takao, her
= ¥ THE COUNT'S SON  YOUR HAND AND N Pather’s student...

= WHO YOUR FATHER HELPS YOU DOWN
1S CHOSE AS YOUR THE STAIRS.
&= \ FIANCE. HE'S
‘ | CASUALLY TALKING

\ 105 s [
| WITH THE OTHER I "» A
\ GUESTs. 1“' { : =

EVEN
THOUGH You
AND TAKAO
LOVE EACH
OTHER, YOU
KEEP YOUR
FEELINGS A
SECRET.

o YOoU WALK

DOWN THE

= STAIRS IN
SILENCE.

ES_A

e

Sensei’s wife
_ and son came
to the thester VERY DIFFICULT
to watch the —=—= SCENE. YOU HAVE

/ % rehearsals A TO CONVEY YOUR
FEELINGS TO THE
AUDIENCE WITHOUT

SAYING A WORD.

THIS IS A

/
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AHEAD! / NO

DO IT ,
i NOT LIKE |
THAT.
/
/
cousa  [| o e

EXPRESSIVE.
> =/

\_

L -’ N4 .’157'.///4/ \\\\ ;
LY i~ l/z//-it];:" 17'\.}"\\ b

Y. e
EVEN THOUGH [Tl || / 3y
YOU KNOW IT'S
o COME
YOU CAN'T YOU SEE?
SUPRESS YOUR YOU KNOW DOWN THE
FEELINGS... STAIRS

...AS You

|l cLmB powN

THE STAIRS
HOLDING

HANDS WITH

THIS 1S
A CRUCIAL
SCENE FOR

You.



Ichiren-sensei!

YOUR LOVE N\
CAN NEVER BE o 8
BECAUSE OF

THE DIFFERENCE
Neuass. 75 | A
9

DON'T

)\

BE AFRAID, [\ /)
I'MHERE W1
WITH YOU. (L

0 e
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The play's
: _ success opened
,.-5 '~ new opportunities

Forme: I recieved grest

acclaim For my
perFormance of
Ayaka in Kaen.

And those
opportunities
led the way
to still more.

Then the compa\(l\g\ \ \ O\
director Pell ill, and W2

\ Ichiren replaced him, %
©

Being able to

stay with Ichiren

N\ made me very

S happy, though he
\\ often reduced me
to tears during

o/ renearsal.

“giving him the greatest.

Ynﬁluence in the Moonlight
\_\ Theater.

guidance helped
me improve
my craft.




il I
2 { 1 Wil \ |
ITwas T \ { (|
AREALLY | 1 sen- | [ ! ‘ cHiGusA's | ‘
GOOD SHOW, | sell ||| GREAT 4s | How | LOOK  POPULARITY |
| i || ALways! |WAS I7 ATTHE IS REALLY
| AUDIENCE!  AMAZING.

\ \ | p
\\ { \ WHEREIS k" .
RS ‘ ICHIREN- [~
~—, | SENSEI? T
2\ L

REALLY?
T GET PRAISED
A LOT, BUT YOUR
COMPLIMENT
MEANS THE
MOST TO ME!




Then, Following
Ichiren’s advice,
I starredin
3 movie.

Despite my being a
mostly unknown actress
at the time, my First
movie became a big hit.

APter my
second movie,
I became a
real celebrity.

TIE SR E
| AE B BEAEN F

At the same time, the

j Moonlight Theater was

s A a0 plaging to sold out erowds.
PO NG

: There was
da.y. 8lways & long line at
Y& "\ ¢ their box ofFice.
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\ perPormances= s0
—=——  ppodiced WHAT DO

= success after YOU THINK?
IF You slgN VON'T You
success.

AN EXcLUSIVE WANNA BE
CONTRACT WITH A MOVIE

=2 I wasthe

== frue star of

us, you'LL g STAR?
VERY WELL

= the Moonlight ..

GO Theater. o‘tﬁ}

TO CONTINUE I HAVE NO
RECIEVING  INTENTION
ICHIREN-  OF LEAVING
SENSEI'S  MOONLIGHT

GUIDANCE.

| was born just
to meet you.

Z
77

=" To be brought
— up by you, because
you make we
feel alive!

To speak the
lines you write, to
express your soul
on the stage!




%

1 love you,
lchiren-senseit
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1Y e
\ [ ARMY WON'T
AL AL THE IDO?
—ON§ UsTO YOUNG MALE
(N PERFORM ACTORS WERE
e OO L1y  URAFTED, AND
4 BHEER ’*' e et MANY HAVE g
’ ALREADY DIED. i

AND MY
OWN PLAYS
ARE FORBIDDEN
BECAUSE OF THEIR

ARE YoU
LEAVING
TOKYO AS |

WELL? /
R s

—

HAVE GONe SENSE'S  AWFLL.
WHAT WILL A WIEE N0
BECOME OF CHILD MOVED
MOONLIGHT AT 10 THE. %
COLNTRYSIDE. ) [

RAIDS ARE

Even if
everybody else /;
leaves, | will £
stay here...




g/ ! he

SENSEI,
THE THIRD
DISTRICT IS

THE FLAMES
ARE GETTING
CLOSER!

RUN
AWAY,
SENSEI,
PLEASE!

SENSEI! »
M

I HAVE
TO PROTECT
MOONLIGHT |
THEATER! r

2, ‘// %/'/" , ,:_b > / £ g 1
\) q/1/ \ R
AN e
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~

SENSEI,

PLEASE BE

BRAVE.

I'M SURE
THAT ONE DAY
WE'LL BE
ABLE TO
STAGE NEW
PLAYS AT
MOONLIGHT 1

EVEN IF
EVERYBODY ELSE
GOES, T'LL STAY
BY YOUR SIDE.
NO MATTER WHAT
HAPPENS, T'LL
STAY WITH YOU.

IT'S ALL
OVER...

THE
COMPANY
AND THE

MY FATHER
IS DEAD, TOO...
THIS WAR HAS
DESTROYED MY

FIANCES...




