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Now practice writing
the four different
forms of each letter
by tracing them and
then writing them on
your own on the next

page.
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Try

connecting the
initial, medial,
and final
forms of each
letter like this:
a-a-a, e-e-e,
etc. as in the
examples

below:

1 1

\ 4

-
-
-

4

]

A 4

i

A 4

1

A 4




Now try writing these
combinations:

ae, ai, ao, au

(remember to double the i after
a vowel)

aea, aei, aeo, aeu
aia, aio

(remember to put a y after the
vowel 1)

aua, aui, auo, auu

(remember to put a w after the
vowel u)

aya, awa, eya, ewa
ya, iwa, oya, owa

uya, uwa, uya, uwa

yaya, weya, wowe
wuwa, yuya

Remember to use the initial,
medial, and final forms!

G W W

—_ 3

Now practice using two
new letters: y and w. If
there is another vowel

after i, you have to put a
y between them: i+a >
iya. If there is another
vowel after u, you have

to put a w between
them: u+a 2 uwa.

One other thing: if i
comes after another
vowel, like in ai, ei, ui,
then you have to double
the 7 as in the examples
below:

¢ A
15
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Now
practice
writing the
four
different
forms of
each letter
by tracing
them and
then
writing
them on
your own
on the next

page.
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Try
connecting
the initial,

medial,
and final
forms of
each letter
like this: n-
n-n, q-q-q,
ete.




Since the letters b and p (and
others you will learn soon) have
circular shapes, the circular
letters 0 and u merge with them
in the combinations bu, bo, pu,
and po.

| A G

Like the letters k, g, and h which you
will learn soon, the letters b and p do
not have a “tooth” when connected to a
following letter. That’s why vowels that
come after these letters (like we saw in in
ba and pa) are incorporated into them.

Manchu has a feature called “harmony” which means that the
sounds in a word should match each other in two main groups:
front and back sounds. The back vowels are a, o, and i1, while e
is a front vowel. The vowels u and i can be either.

In addition, there are also two groups of consonants where
harmony is important: the t/d vs. t/d group and the k/g/h vs.
q/g/x group. The letters q, g, and x we just learned are “back

consonants” and match with “back vowels.”

This will take some time to get used to. For now, remember that
g, g, and x are back sounds and have to go with the vowels a, o,
and u. That means you will see the combinations ga qo qit, ga
go gii, and xa xo xit, but NOT *ge *qi *qu, *ge *gi gu or
*xe, *x1, *xu. For the front consonants k, g, and h you will see
ke ki ku, ge gi gu, and he hi hu.

Write the following words in the Latin

alphabet.

it comes after the no dot before a
letters b and p (and

Q o
: )
others you Wﬂl learn But q is the reverse,
soon), 1as t1>n1t e . having no dots
example below. > - before a vowel and

The letter a has a . Dots: n has a dot
different shape when before a vowel, but
2 B

consonant.

consonant. Have a
look at the examples
to the left.

eqe Cﬁdt

dots before a
o
0q-
o

154015 /"‘-"L
vube
edue
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Now practice some more
with these nonsense
words. Transliterate

them into Latin script
and practice writing
them yourself a few
times. There is an
answer key at the end.
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Practice writing the following nonsense words in
Manchu:

ana, aqa, aga, axa, aba, apa

una, uqa, uga, uxa, uba, upa

ina, iqa, iga, ixa, iba, ipa

nana, gana, gana, xana, bana, pana
ninbi, nunga, nonqa, nunba, nanqit

binu, bunu, bona, noba
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1 m h g k
(front) (front) (front)
| = D 2 > 5
T T 32 R > g:
=
+ + = ? : :
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Now
practice
writing
the four
different
forms of

each
letter by
tracing

them
and
then
writing
them on
your
own on
the next

page.
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Try
connecting
the initial,

medial,
and final
forms of
each letter
like this: r-
r-r, k-k-k,
ete.
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nb

nx

u

131

ob 8_0
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v
B
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nq_e)
oy to

o
(o]
=
> =
o

w Gy

.

Note: u and e usually have a dot, but when
they come after the front consonants k, g, h,
t, or d, the vowels u and e have no dot. See
ke ge he — ku gu hu above.

Because of vowel harmony, the spellings *ge,
*ge, and *xe will not occur in Manchu, but
you will see ke, ge, and he. When the letter e
follows these letters, it has no dot. The reason
is that the letter a, which looks identical to
the dotless letter e, won’t follow k, g, and h

anyway.

This same situation is true for the letters £
and d, which you have not yet learned. Like
the front consonant group k g h and its
counterpart back consonant group q g x, the
front consonant group t d has a back
consonant counterpart, £ and d. Like ke, ge,
and he, you will see te and de in Manchu, but
not *te or *de. Therefore, the letter e can be
written with no dot after t and d because it
can’t be confused with a in that position.

Yes: ke ge he te de

No: *ge *ge *xe *te *de

Yes: qa ga xa ta da
No: *ka *ga *ha *ta *da

Note that k, g, and h, like b and p, have round
shapes. That means they will incorporate
following letters into their loop. The same

shape variation for a you saw in ba applies
here too because of the round shape.

See the examples to the left.
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. Copy the nonsense words and transliterate
them into Latin characters.

[e]
~ ~
(o] ~
< ~
(o] ~
- ~
(o] ~
~ -~ o N
~
(o] o .
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Now practice writing these nonsense words in
Manchu script:

gabulixa, kelgan, xamgaru, babunaru,
waqao, yekei, mangoqaru, alma ata,
bipuruma, boguqagqii, keluheli

Practice writing and
transcribing the
following nonsense
words.
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d t d t
(back) (back) (front) (front)
L b b ¢
E b + =
=
1T A9 4
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Now practice writing
the four different
forms of each letter
by tracing them and
then writing them on
your own on the next

page.
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Try
connecting
the initial,

medial,
and final
forms of
each letter
like this: t-
t-t, d-d-d,

etc.
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L ENaTIN

4

np

IiA.b

L)

1p

Bj_uo

LT

oj,_mo

4

op

nm e_b
3 b

np
o9p

Reminder: when
the front vowels u
and e, which
usually have a
dot, come after
the front sounds
k,g,h,t ord,
they are written
with no dot.

Inthe t d / t d group, there are a few variables to keep in

mind:

in the initial forms, the front consonants ¢t and d
have a vertical stroke.

the unvoiced consonants t and t have no dot, while
the voiced consonants d and d have a dot.

in medial forms, front t and d have an extra hook
while back t and d have no extra hook.

the final forms of t and ¢ are the same.

there are no final forms for d and d.

before another consonant, t and t have a different
form (shown to the left in the above chart).

like the q g x/ k g h groups, the td / t d groups go
with different vowels (see examples). The front
sounds t and d go with the vowels e and u; the back
sounds f and d go with the vowels a, o, 1, and i.

as with q g / k g, which can have dots, the letters e
and a look the same after the td / t d group due to
the front/back sound difference.

the same is true for the vowels u and o, which are
distinguished by a dot. The u vowel has no dot after
t and d because, as a front vowel appearing
together with front consonant, you know it has to
be u and not o (which looks the same as u other
than the dot).

these complicated rules will take time to master!
Be patient and diligent.
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Copy the following
> > . - nonsense words to
make sure you

- —_ - understand the
& 2 % different shapes of t,
N @ d, t, and d and how
they interact with
vowels.
~ >
>
i
H
(@) o o
o
g : =
o o

npny
mm

nop
nnp
npnp
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halg.OU tetke OmdﬁJ dedge bdlq_la tutku

bﬂﬁ.& tedge brdalﬁu detke bd.ﬂ.@ tudgu
vo R o , o

b.qmsu tudhe IHAB  tedhu b.qql.J duthe

tatqa Om..qﬂ\ dadga O.dd.]...@ totqo

tadga 9&13\ datqa o..qﬂ.._.m, todgo

SR

4 ’ O ’ [e]
todxa O:.ﬂd.@ tadxo 0‘.a.a.......& dotxa

b“qm.@ dudgu

O..dd..la dutku

i dethu

, ’

dodgo

0..dd.1....® dotqo

i datxo
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final
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Now
practice
writing the
four
different
forms of
each letter
by tracing
them and
then
writing
them on
your own
on the next

page.
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AN

Try
connecting
the initial,

medial,
and final
forms of
each letter
like this: j-
j_j’ c-c-C,
etc.
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3 S S

.

Copy and transliterate
the following
nonsense words.

i 4

i 4 7

The letter w, which you already
learned, does not appear before
the vowels 0, u, i or i1. You are
now very familiar with the
tendency in Manchu for different
sounds to look the same in
different contexts. Here is one
more for your arsenal: the letter f
has the shape in the above chart
when it comes before the vowels e
and a, but it looks just like a w
before 0, u, i and ut. You will see
Ja and fe with the form in the
chart, but when you see fo, fu, fi,
and fu, the letter fwill look just
like a w.

Good news! You have now learned
all the Manchu letters and how
they interact with each other. You
are now prepared to try reading
some real Manchu and learning
the language so you can become
the next great Manjurist.

More good news: there are no
other special rules about this
group of letters.
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Now practice writing these words in the
Manchu script:

amba, age, si, aibi, ci, jihe, bi, coohiyan,
wang ging, te, absi, genembi, gemun
hecen, atanggi, juraka, ere, biya, ice, de,
hontohon, hamika, ainu, teni, ubada,
isinjtha; emu, gucu, tutambi, jimbi, ofi;
elheseme, yabure, jakade, tuttu, gothada

One last thing: the combination ng looks
like the example on the right below.
When it comes at the end of a word, it will
look like the example on the left.

32
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Key to exercises

o [l 0 76 W > W A W 8 el e > o o o e
> sl el el vl e el ol ol e e el el o
o ord ol o/

-~ |nobunaga, qanagawa, benixana, nikan
o

gaganu, nobuwa, gunaqga, bahona, nongaqo, xtinega, gaqonoi,
ninunga, yanawa

ol Al il i W W > o el R K6 KN >
vomd i 50 5y 8y > 1l i 4o G G > e ol

p. 10

p.11

gaqoqu, kekiku, gagogu, gegigu, xaxoxi, hehihu, lalelu,
mumimo, rogolu, xuxaxo, argalo, ergelu, urkemi, orgale,
iregumi, eragoma, leribumu, marobumo, galomu, kelumu,
xoquma, hukuhe, gugaxo, gukehi

p. 16

lamanolo, marame, galulori, qalaboga, oqronaxa, oregano,
qgoran i kerim

p.17

fafa, fafe, fafo, fafu, fafi, fafu, cacu, cico, jija, juje, sasa, susi,
jusa, Seso, Sifa, sufo

p. 27
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