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Dear Brothers ~ 

We received yo r l~tter o Dec 17 in which yo "ruquire 
aboUt handl1~ ~ situation involving ~ br,other who has bc::tcn 
guilty of SeT ous violatLons ~f .he la~ in the ~s-. 

You ¢Xplained that yo vc received · nfor.m~ ~an inllicating 
that th.l.& brQt.he:r '"committed 1 urders a: d cr · c~- tie.rore 
his baptis p" You ask if 11F oridl-1 aw obliqates so i! .tion on 
our part... Flor-ida l aw enforo . auth()rities hav~ o ltno ledge 
of this :P.i'tltt.cr _ ,, 

As ~ldcrsr you have no o g t.ion to reveal · o~~tion or 
this typ~ to the autboritie~- Any i~ornation t hat ou have 
obtaihcd While rulfil l" ng yuur duties us a dr.rs i~ strictly con
~i~ential. Wh~t ~e does about paying hi~ debt to Soc'cty is 
largely up t.o h · m &1\d his oonscie:nc;c. Since he. is. "'pparently a. 
ruqitive fro th law, he obviously wo ld not qualify for any 
extra privil~~z or service in the congregation. 

You ~t~t.e tt~t you havQ on~ report of his smo inq marijuan 
with hi.~ o -worke.rs which may h~ . e been after h · ~ baptism 11 we 
ass~ th~t is e ~eason that ya9 f~el a ~ to me t with himT 
B1n~ bo i~ a dedicated brotbo~ and he is pr~~cntly attending th~ 
~tings, there is a n d to investig~ to de er ine if som2 
type o.f congreg~ti n o~Sctio.n. is n-eoe.s. .. ;:J;ry . Likel.?Jt the J;.Rs;;t 
approach is to arr~nqe for two elder- to talk to hi i fo .ally 
t¢ ~e some diacr ~t inquiries about h ~ cu ent conductp £ 
t.he:i:e appears to b~ :;;;ubst.ant:ia. l ev idEm~~ o;f -er ious wrongdo. ng r 

th~n a committee should be forned to h~~r t ~ ca-e. 

As we belie~ you understand, it · ,. ' m.pe atJ.. ve t~'1.t the 
~lders ~intain strict conridential'ty about his pastp f the 

. elders ioa.dvcr :t\tly reveal n . ~ pa...;t t.rron.qd·O~, undoubtedl.y it 
will rc~ult: in Bajor rep~rcus~ions to hi and h'5 w re. so, 
bal\c111nq this ca.s~ ca l.'ls .!or gooa. j ud~nt. a. wad diaoermnent. W'e 
trust you brothcr5 can handle ·ng~ ~ppropriately. Write ' o us 
a9ain if yo~ need ·!Ufth@r dir ot on. 

w~ pr~y Jehovah's direction 4~ you end~'1.vor to fu1£i11 your 
weigh y respon.s.ibiliti~s !'; shepherds of th f oc:k. We send our 
w~u-:.. Chris:tian love. 

You b~others, 

~~f1.:~ 


