WHAT!?

SHIOR/-SAMA
18 s/Ck?

YES. HE
TOLD ME HE
IS STAYING
AT AN ONSEN
NEAR THE
VALLEY.

I IMAGINE HE
1S WAITING FOR

TSUKIKAGE.

YOU HAVEN'T
REPLIED...

_’l, ”l

L

THE OPPORTUNITY
TO MEET CHIGUSA '

T

|| 50, PRESIDENT
HAYAMI WENT TO
| THE BIRTHPLACE
OF THE CRIMSON
GODDESS.

) WHAT?!

BUT, ISN'T IT
4 POSSIBLE THAT
7 SHIORI-SAMA HAD
THIS ATTACK...

VICE-PRESIDENT,
I KNOW IT IS NOT
MY PLACE TO
SAY THIS...
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{/ SINCE T AM
GUESSING,
MAY T ASK

YOU ANOTHER

PERSONAL

QUESTION?

/
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LIKE //;/ /

SHIORI- V
SAMA? /J
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) 4 77

you
JUST WON'T
TIRE OF
GUESSING.

WORRY ABOUT
THINGS RELATED
TO WORK.

I'M ASKING
You THIS
AS YOUR

SECRETARY.

HAVE YOU
ALREADY
DECIDED,
MASUMI-

I couLp
HELP YOU.




}Zj I Do You
THINK YOU
LINDER-
STAND MY
.,
MY FEELINGS \ EHABATERS
WON'T CHANGE

THAT EASILY.

SOMETIMES
PEOPLE ACT /
TIRRATIONALLY.

i ~/  THE PURPLE
T ROSES IN
25 MY HEART
R
WHAT
HAPPENS!

AND T WILL
CONTINUE TO TAKE |,
CARE OF HER AS
SHE DESERVES.
T'LL CONTINLE
TO DO <0...
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Takamiya
House

WILL BE ! .
PLEASED TO
SEE YOU.

BUT I'M SURE
SHE'LL RECOVER
FASTER, SINCE
YOU ARE COMING
TO SEE HER,
HAYAMI-S AMA!

SINCE SHE HADN'T
HAD ONE FOR
A WHILE.

I HEARD

SHE BECAME
HOW  ILL VERY
IS SHE SLIDDENLY.
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ENOUGH OF
HIS PITY!

S

D f

IF HE CAME \
7O SEEME
OUT OF
COMFASS/ON,
I AamM NOT
INTERESTED!
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WHY WERE
WHY WERE  YOU SO KIND
YOU 60 TO ME?

ATTENTIVE
OF ME?

WHY DID YOU

DO THIS TO

ME, MASUMI-
SAMA

WHY DID You
SAY SO MANY
GENTLE THINGS
THAT MADE ME
— HAPPY BEYOND

o @ REASON?
o

WHY DID

YOU ACCEPT
A DATE

WITH ME?

why oo you |

GO OUT WITH  J;

ME SO MANY [
Mes? N
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THERE IS NO
PLACE FOR ME
IN YOUR HEART,
————

NURSE, I
BEG YOU,

=}

m |rn/m ,
‘ Il' ‘ }I%
\ IF YOU WENT ,“\

& . \\ v 4
Shiori-samn... -w $ YOU HAVE

OUT WITH ME
ouT oF NOT v
DON'T  COMPASSION, RESPONDED  [7g}

MAKE ME TUAT'S ENOUGH oMy [

TO My FEELINGS... [

——

SUFFER FOR ME.
ANY
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ALL YOU'VE
DONE HAS

BEENTO 7T
BE KIND i
e |

TO ME.
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- T'VE TOLD MAsLIM:
YOUR | KUN
FATHER e
/’ ABOUT H | ’1 | g |
WHY HAVEN'T SHIORI'S (It I
WE RECIEVED FEELINGS. I
YOUR ANSWER TS
YET? sy
S
gt 4
| GrRAND-
FATHER?
\A =
A & '
N WHY DID b \
\ THA'TS you "
ENOUGH, ke L
GRAND- WITH SHIORI? 9
FATHER! J
/ (7

YOU COME

HERE FOR? [/
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OrRDID |
YOU FEEL |
BECAUSE LIKE YOoU )
YOU'VE BEEN HAD TO ... |

N=| socop 5
TO ME. ~
S/ IF THAT'S S0,
\\\\ I HAVE NO DID YOU BRING ME
INTENTION OF FLOWERS PICKED BY
LISTENING YOUR SECRETARY,
> TO YOU. LIKE I WAS A
o BUSINESS

OBLIGATION.

I'VE HAD
THAT KIND OF

ATTENTION

SINCE CHILDHOOD
AND T'VE HAD R
ENOUGH OF IT.




PICKED
THESE
THIS LONG.

/,, &
C

FOR MAKING
YOU SUFFER

FLOWERS
MYSELF
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EVEN
THOUGH You
MAY NOT

LIKE THEM.

AT %=

AT %Pt 1e!




I'VE COME
HERE TODAY
TO FINALLY

GIVE YOU
AN ANSWER.
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ARE YOU REALLY
GOING TO STAY
AT THIS ONSEN,

SIR?

s J,]!:‘,.‘!éllj \
{ " lel'uI |

7%
” R,
.

PLACE IS VERY
RELAXING.

I WILL STAY HERE
WHILE T WAIT
FOR A GOOD
OPPORTUNITY.

A CHANCE
TO MEET
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS!
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- FIRE THAT W\,
i NEVER M| 1T Never -
77 { stops, || i/ HAS THE SOMETHING
PRV | R SAME
\ moving. || VN EMENTS.
UNTIL IT \/h
\~/..
BURNING h
MEANS i\
J MOVING! A
.
N \\ ’ / LS
\ YA \\
§ D/ e
aust Lie I/ L.
THE DANCER OF TE FIRE,
IN "RED THE RHYTHM
SHOES. OF THE FIRE
V A RED, LINTIL NOW,
WHO Al | vancerous T'VE NEVER
j{ UANCED 1) | suBSTANCE. LOOKED AT
UL eR IT CLOSELY.

YES,

I WAS A BIT.

IN LOVE
ONCE,

BUTIT

DIDN'T
END

WELL.

FORGIVE ME.
THENIT IS
TRUE THAT YOU
WERE GOING
outT WITH
SATOMI-KLIN.

HAVE YOU
EVER BEEN
IN LOVE?




IF YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT
ALL THE GOSSIP

THAT HAS PAIRED

CAN A ME WITH MY

FEELING THAT i3
Cooncomity MeTacE Love

OFF-STAGE BE
CALLED LOVE?

YOU'VE ALWAYS
AT LOVE.

===y WILL T
——— BE ABLE
TO SHOW

SOMETIMES, "ot e

ACTING
CRIMSON
REQUIRES ;oppess?

MORE THAN
EFFORT AND
PASSION.

MAYBE T
HAVEN'T YET
EXPERIENCED
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THE
TENSION

HASN'T
ALLTCAN  LEpPT ME

DO IS THINK  gINCE T
ABOUT HOW  ARRIVED
I SHOULD HERE.
ACT. 1
CAN'T SLEEP

AT NIGHT...

|
)
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EVEN NOW, WHILE T
AM THINKING ABOUT
HOW TO INTERPRET

FIRE, T AM IMPATIENTLY

WONDERING WHAT
YOU ARE GOING TO
COME UP WITH.

)/
)

2,
7

BECAUSE T
AM WORRIED
THAT T HAVE
TO CONFRONT
you!

IT'S TRUE.
I FEEL AN
UNUSUAL

PRESSURE.

i I HAVEN'T BEEN
ABLE TO GET
WANT THE YOou ouT OF MY
ESPECIALLY  PART OF HEAD SINCE T
AFTER YOU  THE CRIMSON WAS A STUDENT
WON THE GODDESS AT UNDINE
NATIONAL WITHOUT

DRAMA COMPETEING CRMFLRY:

ASSOCIATION  AGAINST
AWARD. you.

o '”:;“
% =
‘;wa \ AN ™vaTs wow IT
b 15. SINCE THE
|  MOMeNT T saw
YOU PANTOMIME 7
s THE ESCAPED BIRD.
¥ [ IcaNNoT ¥
/ PLAY THE Y
7 | CRIMSON
(fle. GODDESS /.
WITHOUT %
SURPASSING I HAVE
YOu. BEEN
WATCHING
L WaNT YOU SINCE
TO BELIEVE T HAVE YOU HAVE MADE ME R
IN MY —|  Awars UNDERSTAND THAT -
ABILITIES. FELT HARD WORK AND
DEFEATED TECHNIQUE AREN'T
BY YOU.. ALWAYS ENOUIGH.
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i I WILL BE
| [ i i
% (5 YoUu SaYING ool M believe

b AR THINGS

CRIMSON

Z
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AYUM/-SAN! _—

YOU HAVE 4

YOU HAVE ALWAYS ]

ALWAYS SURPASSED

BEEN IN AN ME!

UNREACHABLE
POSITION

FOR ME!

i

b  rve
ALWAYS
ENVIED
you!

YOU'VE ALWAYS SHONE
BRIGHTLY WITH YOUR
OWN LIGHT AND I HAVE
NEVER COME CLOSETO @
MATCHING ANY OF YOUR
INTERPRETATIONS!

ALWAYs my
/DEAL, BEING
AN ACTRESS
LIKE YOU
18 MY GOAL!
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I HAVE NO
INTENTION OF
LOSING TO
YOU, EITHER!

believe
if.

| 1t can't

WHO HAVE
ALWAYS
ENVIED
You.

TO PLAY -:1"
THE CRIMSON 4 Ayumi-san
4  being jealous
of me?

I WILL
PLAY .
HER.

.
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X" The fire that
burws like the
dancer with

red shoes.
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IT IS BECOMING
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that dances
undil it is
// extinguished!
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