


Hamilton in flight, paddock stars on TV game 
shows and F1 drivers beating professional 
footballers by a hatful of goals. It’s Istanbul, 
we’re here three months earlier than usual;  
things are already getting strange. To find out 
just how much, turn the page…



Many drivers would celebrate a record-
breaking number of grands prix by 
partying until dawn. Rubens Barrichello, 
however, prefers a round of golf – which 
is probably why he’s achieved the record 
– so Honda organised a celebratory 
tournament in his honour at the Greg 
Norman-designed Real Club de Golf El 
Prat, on the Monday after the Spanish GP. 
Rubens’ caddy for the tournament was 
the previous record-holder, Riccardo 
Patrese, which was probably unnerving. 
“I can’t believe Riccardo is being so 
nice,” said Barrichello. “If he’d beaten 
my record, I’d be pissed off.” 
The competition was intense, but the 
individual prize eventually went to ORF 
commentator Mark Wurzinger, and the 
team prize to Lewis Hamilton, Geoff 
Foulger and José Manuel Lara. 
Of course, Rubens couldn’t leave his 
own tournament empty-handed: Nick 
Fry presented the Brazilian with a 
beautiful Honda CBR1000 RR 
Fireblade motorcycle at the end of the 
awards ceremony and, demonstrating a 
near-supernatural level of management 
synergy, Ross Brawn handed over a set of 
Alpine Stars leathers. Rubens jumped up 
and down like a six-year-old at Christmas 
and immediately took his new toy for 
a spin. “I get a bike for 257? This is 
fantastic! Do I get a car for 258?” he 
asked. “Only if you win,” replied Fry. 

Heikki Kovalainen has received the 
thumbs-up from the FIA medical team 
to race on Sunday. “I feel 100 per cent, 
and if I had not felt 100 per cent I would 
have stayed at home,” said the Finn when 
he emerged smiling from the medical 
centre. Among the tests he underwent 

weekend on a celebrity edition of the 
classic gameshow Mr & Mrs. The show 
pits one half of the couple against the 
other to see how well they really know 
each other. Unlike the regular 
programme, which might ask, “Does he 
leave the toilet seat up or down?” the 
questions had to be adapted for the jet-
setters. Therefore, as DC was sitting in a 
soundproof booth, Karen was asked such 
millionaire-focused questions as, “Which 
house does he prefer?” Typically, DC left 
the audience blushing when he was asked 
where he would most likely fake 
excitement. “Definitely not in the 
bedroom, because I have a great time,” he 
replied. Competing against comedian Vic 
Reeves, Bez from the Happy Mondays 
and their partners, David and Karen 
triumphed and are donating their 
£20,000 prize to the Bicycle Helmet 
Initiative Trust, which works to reduce 
the number of children who are killed or 
sustain head injuries in cycling accidents.

Hot off the plane on Wednesday night, 
Formula One’s top footballers played 
against a local side made up of 
professionals and local celebrities. 
Clearly, though, the pros were a bit out of 
practice, as the final score was 8-3 to the 
F1 team. It was Force India who owned 
the game, as strikers Tonio Liuzzi and 
Giancarlo Fisichella scored three goals 
apiece. Fernando Alonso and Sebastian 
Vettel also hit the back of the net. But 
man of the match was Toyota doctor 

Riccardo Ceccarelli who, in defence, took 
the legs from under the opposition’s 
forwards before switching on his friendly 
bedside manner just as the referee 
arrived, so escaping any penalty. 

The McLaren stylists have been put on 
full alert as Autosport’s grand prix editor, 
Steve Cooper, is joining the team’s press 
office. Just like Matt Bishop, Steve is 
expecting a full makeover and we predict 
that on day one he’ll have to leave his 
hoodie and keychain at the door. It’s 
expected his first race in his new role 
will be in Canada, and as each race 
approaches we expect he’ll remove 
a little more beard. The first phase is 
already being exhibited here, as in Spain 
he had considerably more facial hair.

Michael Schumacher may have won 
almost everything Formula One has to 
offer, but it appears he hasn’t done 
enough to impress Germany’s sporting 
judges for the country’s new Hall of 
Fame. The inaugural list is made up of 40 
heroes, but with the puzzling absence of 
Schumi, Boris Becker and Steffi Graf. 
Germany’s president, Horst Kohler, 
says the aim of the hall of fame is to 
encourage young people to take up sport. 
Therefore it’s a bit strange that the jury 
only chose eight living athletes. Each 
year a further three sportspeople will be 
inducted, so perhaps if Michael’s bike 
career takes off he’s still got a chance.

Lower the temperature for delicates...

Spin 

(noun/colloquial): 

public relations 

practice of putting 

positive light on a 

negative story via 

manipulation 

of facts

was the somewhat tricky balancing act of 
jumping from a chair onto one foot, but 
maybe the best way to check if Heikki 
is OK is to have him pull out his wallet 
without all his change falling on the floor.

David Coulthard and fiancée Karen 
Minier appeared together on UK TV last 
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What’s F1 Hot... or Not?



 
o, farewell then, Super Aguri – turns out 
you weren’t so super after all, or at least 
not so super-rich enough to compete in 

this sport. Your cars might not have been state of 
the art – some might say they were Aguricultural 
– but you certainly raced hard against your parents 
at Honda last year, which might have something 
to do with why you’re not here now. The marketing 
people will bemoan your passing, because it 
means the F1 sponsor rate card has instantly had 
a few noughts wiped off it, but I will miss Ant 
and Taku, two guys who just got on with the job 
without complaining all the time, conscious that 
they were lucky simply to be on the grid.  

And after a few glasses of raki last night,  
I realised those two drivers could teach us F1 
types a useful lesson in that, compared to most 
people, we live in Camelot and not 
Complainalot. This was impressed upon me 
when I had to mix with ‘civilians’ last 
week and attend various meetings in the 
real world. Everywhere you go, you meet 
people who would kill to do what we do. 
An assistant in the optician’s I walked 
into – you can do your own joke about 
walking into the optician’s because 
you need glasses – was 
proudly displaying an 
‘Employee Of The Month’ 
badge, which is a true 
paradox, as it made her both 
a winner and a loser at the 
same time. In any office, you will 
find signs of people trying to 
brighten up their working day, 
something we don’t need to do. Desks 
are cluttered with family photos, 
strange mascots, or slogans. The only 
time I’ve been impressed by one of 

these was the man working in the place I insure 
my car, who had written on the wall behind him: 
“You don’t have to be mad to work here, but it 
helps.” A cliché, I know, but this was different – 
he’d written it in his own excrement. 

F1 has been a boulevard of broken dreams for 
hosts of teams, from the once always invincible 
Team Lotus to the almost invisible Andrea 
Moda. If you don’t remember this outfit, ‘owned’ 
by a gentleman who made Silvio Berlusconi 
look shy and retiring, that’s because they were 
eventually kicked out of the sport for bringing it 
into disrepute. And let’s face it, you have to do 
something really bad to be kicked out of F1. 
Perry McCarthy drove for them, but this did not 
involve much actual driving, as he would rarely 
get through pre-qualifying, or even through the 

pitlane without mechanics pushing his car. 
He now has a more successful career as 

an after-dinner speaker, and his best 
(some say only) joke is that he once 
found himself in an elevator with 
Michael Schumacher: “There we were, 
just the two of us and seven world 
championships between us.” 

Good to see Heikki Kovalainen 
walking around the Istanbul 

paddock hoping to race. Mind 
you, the F1 doctors have always 
had a hard time assessing 
Finnish drivers after crashes,  
as they are famed for being 

laconic and having a strange 
sense of humour. Take the time 

Heikki and Kimi went for a walk 
together on a deserted beach. 
“Look at all the dead seagulls,” 
said Heikki. “I don’t see any,” 
replied Kimi, staring up at the sky.

But will they ever learn?

06  09.05.08

Not just us! Everyone  
here seems to be, too…
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starring BRUCE WILLIS as MURRAY WALKER, HARRISON FORD as JEAN TODT, AL PACINO as ROSS BRAWN, NICOLE KIDMAN as DR CLAIR E ‘RORY’ BYRNE, JOHNNY DEPP as FERNANDO ALONSO, BENICIO DEL TORO as FELIPE MASSA

with OWEN WILSON as RUBENS BARRICHELLO, JOHN TRAVOLTA as EDDIE IRVINE, PAMELA ANDERSON as SABINE KEHM, DANIEL CRAIG as KIMI RÄIKKÖNEN, SCARLETT JOHANSSON as KAI EBEL,  

EWAN MCGREGOR as RALF SCHUMACHER, DANIEL RADCLIFFE as the young MICHAEL SCHUMAC HER and ANTONIO BANDERAS as AYRTON SENNA

and introducing MICHAEL SCHUMACHER as hims elf

MIKEY GOES  
TO HOLLYWOOD
Bruce Willis as Murray Walker, 
that's ridiculous. No, this is how 
silly the cast and script could get.
SCENE 1: THE EARLY YEARS
PETER SAUBER’s office in Hinwil, Switzerland. 
MICHAEL SCHUMACHER and HEINZ-HARALD 
FRENTZEN are standing before Sauber’s desk.
SAUBER: [looking at Schumacher] Son, your 
ego is writing cheques your body can’t cash.
(Frentzen grins. Sauber turns to Frentzen.)
SAUBER: You, asshole – you’re lucky to be here!
FRENTZEN: Thank you, sir.
SAUBER: [turning back to Schumacher] Let’s 
not talk bullsh*t Michael. Your name ain’t the 
best in racing. You need to be doing it better, and 
cleaner, than the other guy. What is it with you?
SCHUMACHER: I just want to serve my team 
and be the best pilot in motor racing, sir.
SAUBER: Don’t screw around with me, Michael. 
You’re a hell of an instinctive pilot. Maybe too 
good. I’d like to bust your butt but I can’t. I got 
another problem here. I gotta send somebody 
from this squadron to Jordan. I’m gonna send 
you up against the best. You’re going to F1.

SCENE 2: THE DARK SIDE
Castle Benetton, the home of FLAVIO BRIATORE. 
Briatore sits behind a large desk, sipping a glass 
of wine. A fire burns in a hearth. SCHUMACHER 
stands by the fire, gazing into its depths.
BRIATORE: Your destiny lies with me, 
Schumacher. Jordan knew this to be true.
SCHUMACHER: No.
BRIATORE: There is no escape. Michael, you’ve 
only begun to discover your power. Join me,  
and with our combined strength, we can end 
this conflict and bring order to Formula One.
SCHUMACHER: I’ll never join you!
BRIATORE: If only you knew the power of the 
Dark Side. Eddie Jordan never told you what 
happened to your contract. Michael, I have it.
SCHUMACHER: No. No! That’s impossible!
BRIATORE: Search your feelings Michael,  
you know it to be true.
SCHUMACHER: No-o-o-o-o-o!! No-o-o-o-o-o!! 
BRIATORE: You can destroy the Williams Empire. 
Frank has foreseen this. It is your destiny. Join 
me, and together we can rule the galaxy as 
father and son. Come with me. It is the only way.

SCENE 3: FERRARI CALLS
JEAN TODT’s office at the Maranello factory in 
November 2005. SCHUMACHER looks nervous. 
Todt is slowly crushing walnuts in his left hand.
TODT: I’ll make you an offer you can’t refuse.
SCHUMACHER: Stop talking! You had me at 
“$30 million a season, undisputed number one 
driver and 10 per cent of the merchandising”.

SCENE 4: A NEW RIVALRY
The drivers’ briefing room in Monaco, 2006. 
KIMI RÄIKKÖNEN confronts SCHUMACHER.
RÄIKKÖNEN: You’re a real cowboy.
SCHUMACHER: What’s your problem, Kimi?
RÄIKKÖNEN: You’re everyone’s problem. That’s 
because every time you go out on the track, you’re 
unsafe. I don’t like you because you’re dangerous.
SCHUMACHER: Yes Iceman, I am dangerous!

SCENE 5: PEACE AT LAST
Eighteen months later, dusk falls on Interlagos. 
RÄIKKÖNEN crosses the line to win the world 
championship. He stops, tosses his helmet to the 
cheering mechanics and hugs SCHUMACHER.
SCHUMACHER: You can be my wingman anytime.
RÄIKKÖNEN: No, you can be mine.
(To scenes of jubilation, they link arms and walk 
out of the pitlane into the sunset. Camera pans 
to MURRAY WALKER in the commentary box.)
WALKER: Yippee-Kimi-Kai Yay, Motherf*ckers! 

THE END

T H E  M O T I O N  P I C T U R E
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mind as a great moment in my career – which  
is what your first Formula One race should be. 
[Pedro finished 11th after the Lotus 107B 
suffered electrical problems. Damon Hill  
won the race for Williams.]

My last grand prix was at Suzuka in 1996, 
with Minardi – and I was really happy it was the 
last! During my time in F1, I spent a lot of time 
thinking about how much I’d enjoyed racing in 
other categories. I wanted to be fighting for the 
lead and winning races – every driver does – 
and when you realise there isn’t any chance of 
that, and you’re just trying to finish, that really 
isn’t good for your morale. Frankly, I knew it 
was my last grand prix and I wasn’t really  
trying. I now know that was a mistake, but  
I was very young, and I was suffering, being in 
an uncompetitive team. I wanted a chance to  

ack in 1993, I was driving in F3000 – I’d 
been talking to Lotus about a future 
Formula One drive, but I wasn’t expecting 

it to go anywhere that year. Then Alex Zanardi 
had a big accident at Spa in practice, and was 
going to be out for a few weeks, so I went to 
Monza to drive in the Italian Grand Prix. There’s 
a thrilling moment when you realise you’re 
going to be running with Ayrton Senna, Alain 
Prost and all the great names of that time. 

The first race was tough: I was only 21 years 
old and I was jumping into F1 without a lot of 
miles in the car, but Senna was really nice to me 
that weekend. He told me the best way to 
approach the event and how to handle 
everything. It’s a nice memory. I finished the 
race, which was my real ambition, and I enjoyed 
trying to get into the right rhythm. It sticks in my 

prove that I was fast. [Pedro finished 12th. Once 
again, Damon Hill won the race for Williams.]

Motor racing is like that – it’s a game, and if 
you aren’t winning, you want to play something 
different: change cars or maybe go to another 
category. That’s what I did. 

I did not push to stay in F1. Now, I think 
perhaps I should have done, but I’ve had a more 
enjoyable life as a result of leaving. F1 is the  
most important series in the sport, and I can say 
I’ve driven in it – but I like to win. When you’re in 
F1, you think it’s the only thing in the world – 
when you leave, other categories, and other race 
teams suddenly start to register – and now that 
I’m driving for Peugeot [in the Le Mans series],  
I can honestly say they’re the biggest, most 
ambitious team I’ve ever been with. A
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lain Prost had just won the 
previous grand prix in Austria 
when the field arrived at 
Zandvoort for the 12th round of 

the 15-race series. He now had a 14-point 
lead over nearest challenger Nelson 
Piquet, but was acutely aware that his 
rival’s Brabham-BMW was improving all 
the time, having finished third in Austria. 

The 1983 Dutch Grand Prix was  
the first race at which the TAG turbo 
engine appeared in a McLaren MP4/1E 
driven by Niki Lauda, which upset  
team-mate John Watson, who still had  
a Cosworth-powered car. 

Reigning champion Keke Rosberg’s 
Williams had made an appearance on the 
front row of the grid early in the season, 
but thereafter it had been eight different 
combinations of Prost and Eddie 
Cheever (Renault), 
Rene Arnoux and 
Patrick Tambay 
(Ferrari), and Piquet, 
who had occupied 
the front row.

In Holland,  
Piquet took pole 
from Tambay, while 
Lotus had Elio de 
Angelis on row two 
and Nigel Mansell on 
row three, sharing 
with Prost and 
Riccardo Patrese 
(Brabham) respectively. Arnoux was 
beset with problems and would start  
only 10th with Cheever just behind. 

The field was held for some moments 
before being sent on their way, as 
Manfred Winkelhock wrongly made his 
way back to his grid position after his 
ATS failed to fire up. When the green 
light eventually came on, Tambay 
appeared to stall, initially thought to be 
because of an overheated clutch. “We 
had a long first gear,” says Tambay. “It 
was part of the transverse gearbox and 
we couldn’t change it. So I messed up the 
start. If you got it right with the turbo it 
was OK, but my revs were wrong.”

Piquet jumped into the lead, while 
Cheever bravely ran down beside the 
pitwall into an amazing second from 
Prost and Patrese. Arnoux was up to 
seventh, while Tambay was down to 21st. 

Cheever was soon struggling as his 
engine failed to pick up out of slow 
corners, so Prost moved into second 
place, five seconds behind Piquet after  
10 laps. Patrese and Arnoux had 

overtaken Cheever, and would change 
places when Arnoux outbraked the 
Brabham into Tarzan on lap 22. 

At the front, Prost was slowly closing 
on Piquet, so that by lap 37 the pair were 
running together. By lap 41, Renault 
were calling Prost into the pits. The 
Frenchman, however, was otherwise 
occupied. “It was two laps before 
refuelling and I really wanted to 
overtake him, as I was quicker than  
him at that point in the race and so  
I took a bit of a risk,” says Prost.

“I braked too quickly for Tarzan,  
I felt that there was an opportunity, but 
there were a lot of bumps on the inside  
of the corner and I locked up a bit. It 
wasn’t a big shunt, but I broke the front 
wing – that was the problem.”

Prost understeered into Piquet, 
sending him off into 
the barrier, but the 
impact straightened 
the Renault and 
allowed it to continue. 
However, with  
a broken front wing 
Prost understeered off 
later in the lap and hit 
the barrier. 

Both cars were out 
and, in the end, Piquet 
won the title by just 
two points. But, 
unknown to Prost, 

Piquet was struggling in Holland and  
he could never have overhauled the 
Renault driver in the championship  
if Prost had won at Zandvoort.

“I had broken a right-rear damper,” 
says Piquet today. “He didn’t know that. 
He was catching me and he wasn’t very 
patient. I was taking it easy, as the car was 
shaking, and he came up behind me very 
quickly and suddenly came down the 
side and hit me. I saw that he’d broken 
the front wing, and he later went straight 
on, luckily for me. I was very happy. 
Afterwards, he said to me, ‘You aren’t 
mad at me – why?’ I said, ‘Ah, you don’t 
need to know.’ If he’d won the race,  
I’d have been screwed.”

Arnoux inherited the lead and, when 
Patrese’s BMW lost power, Tambay  
took over second, giving Ferrari an 
unassailable lead in the constructors’ 
championship. Watson, with a point to 
prove, finished third, while Derek 
Warwick scored Toleman’s first world 
championship points with fourth. A



A

But Aguri Suzuki’s team 
will long be remembered  
in Formula One for all  
the right reasons.
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Here’s our pick of Istanbul’s 
best venues to check out 
with Red Bull Nights Out 

Less of a club and more of a vast entertainment 
emporium, this massive venue includes several 
bars, restaurants and dancefloors that can 
accommodate more than 2,500 people – cosy! 
Packed with Turkish celebrities, models, 
millionaires and media players, the restaurants 
offer everything  from Italian and sushi to more 
traditional local fare. Located at the foot of the 
European side of the Bosphorus bridge, Reina 
has breathtaking views of the Beylerbeyi Palace. 

Why Crystal? Because this underground club 
has a crystal-clear sound system that pumps out 
the best in all types of house music. Established 
in 2006, Crystal is open every Friday and 
Saturday until 5.30am. The club hosts up-and-
coming DJs from around the world, and this 
Friday, Berlin-based Sebo K will be playing his 
unique blend of minimal techno and classic deep 
house. If you like the sound of that, you get free 
entry with the Red Bull F1 guide.

If it’s slick and sophisticated you’re after, check 
out the gold and black décor and European 
cuisine of Gilt, on the top floor of Harvey 
Nichols. Opened in 2006, it forms part of a state-
of-the-art design project, and is definitely worth 
a visit, whether you’re after fine wine or 
champagne to go with your meal, or just looking 
for the chance to buy some really top-quality 
products from its gourmet market. Take along 
your Red Bull F1 guide for free access.

24hr

Spanning two continents, Istanbul is a vibrant fusion of 
European and Asian culture. Finding the best places to 
spend your downtime in such a sprawling city can be 

difficult, but fear not, here are our top tips on where to go.



Michael Zimmermann

Frederique Dale
Riccardo Neri

Rhys Edwards

Fascinating facts about some paddock regulars.
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MOMENTS IN TIME
It’s the 1971 Dutch Grand Prix, but what’s 
the story behind the race?
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