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The secrets behind the IHE Connectathon

IHE Profiles 
centric:
Use case(s) are 
transformed by IHE 
Domains Committees 
(IHE International) into 
one or more IHE 
Profiles, a standards 
based detailed 
specification

Rigour:
Participants have to 
(1) pass “pre-
connectathon tests” 
before showing up, 
(2) have to follow 
test plans set by IHE,      
(3) that are 
monitored for correct 
execution

Real-world 
implementation 
centric:
Connectathon 
Participants have to bring 
an implementation of one 
or more IHE Profiles.
It is not about evaluation 
of emerging standards 
(e.g. HL7 FHIR 
Connectathon) nor a 
hack-a-thon (invent as 
you implement).

Use case centric:
It all starts with an 
interoperability 
problem faced by 
users (clinicians, 
health authorities, 
provider 
organisations) and 
engaging the vendors



• Culture change by IHE Connectathon Participants:
• You can only succeed if you collaborate with the other vendors
• Others can help you to better understand IHE Profiles and 

underlying standards
• Convinced of higher effectiveness to comply with a profile to address

your customers needs (while keeping some flexibility)
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Quality in Interoperability is strategic

Gazelle 
predefined
test plans

At least 3 
different

tests 
parties

Validation 
by neutral 
Monitors

Gazelle 
Test 

Manage-
ment

Platform

Rigorous
testing

• Testing rigour is driven by:



• IHE Profiles are international in scope à ensuring reuse (rather than reinvent) across 
many projects/countries.

• IHE Profiles come with test tools (Gazelle test tools) à accelerating deployment

• IHE Profiles minimise deployment risks and offer robustness leveraging already proven 
& stable standards).

• IHE Profiles are specified based on standards that are:
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IHE delivers efficiency and scaling

Widely used 
and best 

fitted

Meet a 
variety of 

Use Cases

Combined 
with 

different 
standards

Recognised
by the 

European 
Commission

Proven and 
used for 

millions of 
patients



The myth: a “good” or “better” standard needed to solve interoperability 
(technical and semantic)

What you see here is the fruit of a 20 years proven IHE process:
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Interoperability is much more than just “standards”

• A first and necessary step, but they are too 
generic and/or too narrowRobust standards

• To address the real-world interoperability “use case” 
needs to restrict and complement (even true with 
HL7 FHIR) as well as combine with existing 
standards (a clean plate is the enemy of progress).

Fit to Use case

• Quality tested IHE Profiles (and therefore standards) 
adoption by deployments and vendors brings 
interoperability to the real world

Profiled



20 plus years of experience with face-to-face IHE Connectathon continues 
to evolve with the support of an online testing process:
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Meeting 2021 challenges
The IHE Connectathon Online

Trust and 
collaboration 

• Usually by face to face 
exchanges

• Online with online social 
events and online 
exchanges/meetings 

New challenges

• Connectivity challenges
• Interaction between 

testing participant, 
monitors and systems

• Personalise online 
support on Gazelle tool

Communication

• By blending the power of 
IHE Gazelle Test Platform 
with video conferencing 
and chat tools of today



• 106 participants supporting…
• 30 registered systems, from…
• 11 European Countries, testing…
• 45 IHE Profiles, covering…

• Hospital centric use cases
• Regional/national health information sharing
• Personal Health devices
• Public Health use cases
• International information sharing

• Overseen by 31 Monitors from 7 European countries plus the USA, Turkey 
and Gabon.
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• IHE Connectathon Introduction
• The strategic role of the IHE Gazelle test 

management platform
• A vendor’s Experience testing the International 

Patient Summary
• Using the results of Connectathons in designing and 

procuring interoperability
• Question and answers throughout the VIP tour
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VIP Tour stops



The strategic role of 
the IHE Gazelle test management platform
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Strategic role of the IHE Gazelle
test management platform



• Technical Project Manager
• Reads IHE profile (in this case, IPS)
• Extracts requirements
• Defines test strategy / cases and enters in Gazelle Master Model

• Connectathon Participant
• Finds worklist in Gazelle Test Management (see next slide)
• Works through the tests cases for all registered profiles. IPS is one example.
• Completes each test and marks it complete

• Connectathon Monitor
• Also has a worklist in Gazelle Test Management
• Reviews test evidence entered by participants and/or reviews in person
• Enters assessment of individual test case

• Technical Project Manager
• Grades each Profile / Actor combination for each participant
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General Test Cycle
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Experience testing the IHE International Patient
Summary Profile

The International Patient
Summary (IPS), with the
initial focus upon
unplanned care across
national borders,
describes the required
Minimum Data Set
needed for the continuity
of care for a person and
the coordination of
healthcare.



A vendor’s Experience 
testing the International Patient Summary

28/06/21 17



28/06/21 18

Experience testing the IHE International Patient
Summary Profile

The International Patient
Summary (IPS), with the
initial focus upon
unplanned care across
national borders,
describes the required
Minimum Data Set
needed for the continuity
of care for a person and
the coordination of
healthcare.
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Experience testing the IHE International Patient 
Summary Profile

IHE IPS Profile supports multiple international use cases (planned and 
unplanned care) based on both HL7 IPS Implementation Guides (CDA and 
FHIR).  Removes variations to ensure testing and deployment in commercial 
products and set continuity of care requirements.. 

IHE Profile encourages implementation 
and testing among vendors to provide 
additional feedback and real-world use 
of the standard.

First tested at the June 2021 European 
Connectathon



Using the results of IHE Connectathons
in designing and procuring interoperability
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Using the results of IHE Connectathons in 
designing and procuring interoperability

https://connectathon-results.ihe.net
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Using the results of IHE Connectathons in 
designing and procuring interoperability

https://www.ihe-europe.net/ihe-in-europe/use_case_implementation
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Question and Answers


